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--hotel in Rottweil. = He stated that we were the first British or Americans he
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June 6th,- 94 .

_ASSESSUENT REPORT. :

To: CIOS Secretariat, SHAEF (Renr)

1. Target Noe.: Opportunity. - -

2, . Full Title of Target: Bergassessor Diplaningeniom- Kurt GERSTEIN
3« Location:  Rottweil, Black Forcste

L. Condition of Target: Not applicable.

5. Desonption.

The assessors mct Dr. Gerstoin by 2. chanoe enoounter i.n a mquisitioned

had met and that he wanted to tell us of his’experiences in German concentra= = -
tion camps. He informed us that he was a olose personal friend o!‘nonaeigwur 9
Niemoeller, and that working as a secret agent for him he had obtairied o post
of responsibility in the Nazi party. In this copacity he attended conferences - -
at which the fate of the inmates of concentration comps was discussed.  When
asked if hc knew of the use -of gas chambors for killing the inmates, he replied
that as he was an enginecr he had often been made to advise in the operation of
these chambers. He stateéd that the two gases used were hydrocyanic acid and
cxhaust gases, fyom internal combustion engines.  He could not give any figures
for the concentrations employed and implied that no particular attention was
paid to this point. He stated, however, that in case’of HCN death was almost
instantaneous, while a’dclay of 15 to 20 minutes ocourred when exhaust gases
were used.

5 L : 1
> G-crstein only escaped from the Nazis about thme wecks ago; he is el
still visibly affected by his expericnces and found difficulty in speeking of B
e ;

¥

them. - He was most anxious, however, that the guilty portics should be brought
to trial for their orimes and stated that he was fully prepared to act as a : ERERICAES
witness in anp court. He hoped that his information would be passed as soon as P &
possible to"the appropriate authorities in London. - He haonded over to the | :
assessors & note in English, a seven page typewrditten statement in French, and ! 3

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/659f74/

~




NS TP s o - SN GE s ‘ m s

oie invoices from the firm of DEGESCH for the supp]y of "zmnu B"
zblaua&urepruaaio acid) to concentration camps.  He also produced

' a religious pemphlet which he had written :l.n 19'8, as evidence of his put o
aotiv;i.ties. : P

o m&s GUARDED. None. It is for consideration whether Dr.. Gerstein
'ahould ‘be afforded scme protection aga.i.nst locnl Na.zis.

- 7. PRIORITI ASSESSMENT No further action is. conaidered neoessa.ry as far}
as Group' 3 is oonocmed, but it is thought that Group: 7 will w:Lsh to SRS
interview Dre Gerstein.

Y ommammxs

Dr. Gerstcin gave the following as his permment u.ddreas ' 2
Gortenstrosse 24, Tubingen. He has permission from the French ‘to trave'l .
between Tubingen and Rottweil.. 'All the documents received from Drs Gerstei.n
are being handed over to Group 7 for neocssa.ry action.
9+ DATE OF ASSESSUENT: 5 May 1945.
1C. ASSESSOR'S NAMES: Major D.C. Evans.

"% Mpe J.W. Haughte

6th Army Group
CIOS Item 8 of Group 3.

- $ag v

Zﬁnq\ﬂ.ries which were made in regard to the docunents ment:l.onod :Ln

paragraph 8 of the above report. produced the following answer, forwa.rdcd Wyt e
CIOS. under cover of letter of August 30th, 19457
i 5 73 5 RS e

UeSe Group Control Council :
; A,P.0-T742. : e
Office of the Director of Intelligence ol
Field Information Agency, Tcchnical. - HERLC - 3
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2 July, 19&-5.

- 1. The documents ncntioned in your letter dated 11 'July 1945 were
forwarded by CAFT Leader Group 7 Sixth Army Group to G=2 Economic Seotion 5
SHAEF Modn on 9 May 1945 for. distribution to War Crime Agenoics. J

MR ARSI IR

2. A description of these documents is glven belows . Ay 1

(a) Statement in English dated 2 Apr:.l 1945 by Kurt Gerstein.

(v) chort in French same date and same suthor mgo.rding '
concentration camp lf.:i.ll:.ngs. , ; e

(o) Comspondcnoc and invoices on deliver:.cs of prussic acide

(d) Pamphlet "Honor and Purity" issued by Gerstein in 1938.
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- the dissolution of SHAEF we- have been unoble to trace the documents.

 We have mode a mumber of inquiries with regard to the docunents and shallm

,-3-

3« Because of the move from Versailles to anmm nnd aubsequnt].y

Presumably they were sent: to the conaolidnted Regn.stry of V-'ar Crimimll nnd
Security Suspects (CROWCASS) Paris. :

L+ Ve feel that these documents EE_ 80 are m.‘lnportant'becmae
always be supplied again by Dr. Gers :

a very important witness in trials of war ur:l.n:lmls.

5. We regret that we are una.ble to be of further a.u:l.stnnoe at ‘this time,
you of any further d.evolopnents. :

: Eeonom:l.o and Hna.noe Brmcb.
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