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oot o SHOHDMIF=

DEPUTY MARSELL OF THE COULT: The Internetionel
Militery Tribunal for the Fer Fast is now in session,

THE PRESILDENT: Until I announce otherwise,
it should be trken thet a2ll the cccused ere present
except OKAWA end MATEUI, end thet they ere  represent-
ed by couvnsel,

Counsel will be et liberty to mention eny
matter 2t this strpe of the nroceedings esch rorning,

Mr., Comyns Carr,

CYRIL HEW DALRYMPLE WIILD,
cclled £s a2 witness on behelf of the prosecuvtion,
resured the stand ¢nd testifled es follows:

DIKRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)

BY I’R. COLYNS CARR:

Q Colonel Wild, would you now corme to tell us
ebout the building of the Burme=Sirsm Reilway? What
purpose ci¢ thet reilwey serve?

A It wes bullt 25 a means of supplying the
Japenese forces in Burme, particulerly es a preperetion
for the invesion of Indie,

Q When did priscners of wer begin to leesve
Singapore to work on that reilwey?

A About Lugust 1942,

Q it thet time did you or they know where they

g




were going, or what for?

A No information whatever wns given,

Q ‘hen 2nd how did you first learn about the
building of the railway?

A After my return to Changi in December 1942,
from some men who had been working on the Burma-Siam
Railway and hod been sentenced to terms of imprison-
ment in Outram Road Frison., They had been sentenced
for offences in Siam and had been transferrcd to Changl
from the prison owing to illness.

G ‘/ho were the first prisoners of var to go

ané from what country did they come?

A The first to go to Burma were a party of
Australians under Brggadier Varley called A Forco.

¢ Now, I thirk at this point it woul¢ be con=-
venient, in orcer to follow the remainder of your cvi-
dence, if we hané to the lembers of the Tribunal a
plan whieh you have had prepared of the railway ana
the various camps 2along it.

mere you subsequently sent to the rz2ilway
yourself so thot you arc familizr with most of the
ground shown on this plan?

A Yes.,

Q Let us just get the main features of it clear

before I take your evidence in detail,




plan it shows Bangkok,

On the right hand of the
is that right? Bangkok on the extreme right?

A ‘l"DSt

G Ané proceeding to the left, do you get Jjust

beyond the first straight line to Ranpong? Was that

he point at which contact was made by roil from
5ingapore?

A That was normally the detraining point, From

there the old railway twent up as fapr as Kanchanburi,
five points to the north of Banpong.
way across tha

to the boundary f

L i S

Yes., Now, rather morae than half
plan towards the left, Go you come

between Burma and Siam?
]

A Yes, marked by dashes and Gots.

Three Pagodas Pnss?i

Is that point known as the
|

Yes, it ise

Q And then on the Burma side, GO you finally
got down to the junction with the pre-existing rallway

at Thanbuyzayat?

A That is corract.

Q Aro there any other ganoral matters about

this plan which you think it necessary to expnlain before
l
(] i

you coma to the deteiled story =
\

A Only I think th-t from Kanchanburi at the

50 kilo mark up 1o ahout the 364 kilo mark at Anaquin




DIRECT

s previously virgin, mountainous jungle,

r

& Was 1t built from one ond to the other, or
voth cnds simultaneously?
A From both ends simultancously,

Q When vas the work begun?

In about August 1942,

AnG when and where wera the tvo ends joined?

A The two ends wer: joined at ths cnd of

-

Cctober 1243, at about the 257 kilo mark, Konquita.

G The A Force whom you have rentioned, which

ené ¢id they go to?

A Thsy worked from Thanbuyzayat at the Houlmein

o

Q Did you personally have any contact with them

after they left?

A {as They vassed through ny comp at Songkrai,

287 kilo, laying the railwsy linss in late Scptember

1943,
Q Lid vou receive a report at thnt tine from any
of their officers?

A Yes, T spoke both to Brigadier Varley, the

- a

commander, ana I had a long conversation with

Lieutenant Colonel Anderson, V.C., and his interpreter,

Captain Drower,

You are going to give us shortly your own

o




nceount of what happcned to rour om force, pDid thelir

account of what hnppened to their rores differ materially
t!
ir expericnce had been very similar to that
of my party, cxccpt that their food haé been better
ana tnat they hac not hac to ¢o a long march. As
regarés living ~nd working concitions nd treatment,
I shoul¢ say identicnl.
) Lic they rsport specially on the question of

prisoners of war attompting to cseane?

A Yzs, thecy did. Thoy tolé me that ovar twenty

of their men had bezn shot without trinl for allcged

attemots to cacape,

Q Dia they mention any other work that the

prisoners of war had been engaged on for the Japancse
besides the roiluay?

Vos., Their first work on leaving Singapore

builé a militory acrocrome for thz Japancse
oint, in Burma,
1way was finisheé, what became
of wzr

sand survivors of F and H Forces were

sent back to ~pore. The remaining prisoners viere

concentrated in the plains of Siam, in the vicinity of

Kznchanburi, the 50 kilo mark, and certain numbers




wore ratoined slong the line for miintanance work.

G As you havs told us, you nccompanicd F Force,
haen dié that start?
L The latter part of April 1943.

Q How many ¢ic¢ it consist of at the start?
A Soven thousand, of whom about 3600 were
Lustralian and 340C British,

¢ they therc just about a yrear? I think

the survivors got back to Singapore in

were in tha jungle for just scven
of the survivors came back in April 1944,

vear after lecaving.

Luring that period, how many of them died?

Thirty-onc huncred out of the scven thousand,

Tho ware the people who wers guording them?

N

ané of what nationality?

\bout 250 XKoreans ~nd about 30 or 40 Japancse,




Did any of them die?
Yes, one Korean,
Is that all, either Koreans or Japanese?
That is all that I ever heard of,
Q Do you know what the casualties were in

A force?

A During the same period, by Japanese accounts,
nine hundred,

0 Is that A force or H force you are speaking

-

A It was A force.

) And in the same period, what was the posi=-
tion with regard to casualties amongst the puards?

A Four of them died, of whem one was killed
by bombing and another committed sulcide,

N Out of how many in all?

A I cannot recall the figure now,

m

R Now, did H force come up about the same time
your own?

A Yes, a month later, in May, 1943.

Q 'That were thelr casualties?

A About nine hundred out of three thousand

in seven months,

f) Taking the prisoners of war as a whole,

from what you knew at the time and have discovered




since, what would you say were the total casualties
during the construction of the railway?

A Sixteen thousand,

2 Out of about how many in all?

$ Out of over forty thousand; I believe as
many as forty-six thousand,.

}  MNow, were the whole of those deaths duly
rccorded, in the same way as you described yesterday,
with the Jamanese authoritices?
The Japanese made n great point of it,
were not allowed to bury a dead body until all
facts had been officially given to them in accord=-
with their pro forma,
? And did the officers to whom you had to
report it tell you what was going to be done with

thc information?

In my force, which remained under

llalayan FOYW administration, the figures were always

ters of the Japanese at Changi
Camp for onward transmission to Tokyo as previously.
As regards the rer parties in Siam, which were
under the Siam PO administration, their figures were
similarly re ¢ s they occurred, to the lMajor

m

General's headquarters at Tarso, Siam. One copy was

"

forwwarded by !llajor Ceneral SASSA to the headgquarters

L
s




1Tr
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POV administration in Tokyo.
) “lere the particulars as finally sent for-
correct in all respects?
loe In the many hundreds of cases "here

of death as dyscntery, the

returned to us, and we werc compelled by

alter thc cause of death to diarrhea,

sting over that point myself, and
was that, unless

would not be

hcy explain why they wanted that
ceration?
The Japancse medical officer of F
quoting it wrongly. The Japanese
force, when asked about this by

the Japanese medical

-l

if men in their charge

Mowy in addl .0 the prisoners of war,

larze nuanbcrs of laborers of various
employcd on the railway?

cry large numberss at least twdl

the




probably thrcc times as many as there were prisoners
Af
$ pid you, yoursclf, whilc you wcre there,
frequent contact with them?
A Frequent contact, Our camps were side by
side, and our men werc working with them,
“hat raccs did they chicfly belong to?

A Phe majority were Southern Indians, mainly

T-mils, There werc also a large numbcr of Burmese,

somc Malays, and a fcw Chinesce

Any Siamesc?

I never met any in my area, but I under=
stand there were some on the cxtreme sidese.

Q Did you rcecive reports from those whom
you mct about the conditions under which they had
comc there, thc conditions under which they were
working?

A Frequent rcports, and in F force there were

Englishmen who spoke lizlay and Tamil.

Q “hat was the effcet of their reports?

[

A The picture we got was that tens of thous-

o

ands of them had becn rcerulted in Singapore and

Malaya., Two ways wcre normally cmployed for reeruit-
ing them: Onc was to promise the city dwellers, par=

ticularly, good food and good treatment, and allow=-




ances for their familics if they, themsclves,

to work in othcr towns, on anti-malaria work,
80 ons The sccond mcthod, particularly in the

eountry districts of Malaya, was simply conseription,

They were rounded up from rural states and tin mines

and placed on the trains, often without opportunity
of saying goodbye to their families, In all cases,
they had bcen taken by train to Banpong and thence

had walked into the junele,

From what thcy told you and from what you

saw yoursclf, would you say that their conditions
werc better or worsc than thosc of the prisoners of
war?

A They wvere worsc,

@  Since the end of the war, has the war erimecs
organization in Southecast Asia bcen investigating,
trying to ascertain the full numbers of casualties
amongst those Aslatic laborers?

A Yes, in Burma, Siam, and Malaya for the
last year,
G I hat 1s the best estimate you can give us?
a  The usunlly accepted cstimate 41s one hundred
fifty thousand Asiatiec laborers of whom one hundred

thousand dieds I think you can take sixty thousand

deaths as proved and ecertain. The exact figures are




most difficult to obtain becausec the Japanese appear

to have kept no rccords vhatcver,
p

g Now, will you describe to us your perscnal

expericnees with F force. Begin at the beginning.
Hew: did the ordors come for F force to start?

A The orders were first received in April,
1943 by Colonel Holmes in Changl Camp from the head=-

quarters of lizjor General ARIMURA at Changl.

How many weve required for the party?

Seven thousand.

Did you personally interview anybody == any
Iapanc se officer about the arrangements?

A Yes, I pald two official visits to General
ARIMURA's headquarters, once by myself and once with
Colonel Harris, thc commander of F force,

N Tell us == decseribe the interview,

I was told by Coloncl Holmes to explain that
therce were not seven thousand fit men in Changlj the
most we could raise would be five thousand menj and,
of thesec, 2ll had becn weakencd by malnutrition dur-
ing the past year, and some were convalescent,

liajor Gecneral ARIMURA's headquarters were
most reassuring about it all, We were officially told

that we must take twe thousand unfit men whom the

Japanesc agreed to classify as non=walking sick.




was told that the solc recason for thc movc was that

the food situation was gctting difficult on Singa=

pore Island; we worc not going to working camps but

to hcalth camps; it was a nice place in the mount-
ains, and none of the men would be requircd to leave
their health campe to works the most that we should
bc required to do would bc to look after ourseclves
and do necessary work inside the camps; it would be
in the best intercsts of the sick men to take them
because thcy woulé have a bettcr chance of rccover=
ing in these hcalth camps then if they remained in
Changi, as the food was short,

I stresscd again and again the physical
condition of these men and supported my statcoment
with written documents from the mecdiecal officers -
our own medical officcrss I was promised that therc
would be no marching whatcver.e Aftcr the first train
partics had left, I was called apain by the Japanese
and told that there might be a short march of fifteen
miless Colonel Harris and I protested at this breach
of their previous promiscs, and we werc told that any
really sick men would be taken in lorries and CVery=-
one's baggage would bc carricd, and the whole day
would te allowed for covering the distances I said,

"Many of these men cannot walk fiftcen yards, let




alone Tiftecen miles"s and Geners

3 1 ARIMURA's heade

]
1.l

quarters said, "In that casc, you have our promis

that they will be earricd by truck,"

? 'hat were you told by them about th

conditions inside the camp when you pot there?

A I was only told there wers big, loree

4 1

comfortable huts there,




wr

fou have spoken of Lieutenant Colonel
who was commanding ore rart of the prorosed

4

Ylas that the British or the Australian

Eoth the British and the Australian. It
small force headouarters recognized by the

‘anese consisting of Lieutenant Colonel Harris,
three other Lieutenant Colonels and myself,

Q Vias there an Australian officer amongst
the Lieutenant Colonels that you have svoken of?

fet the names to link up with other evidence,

A Lot in the little force headquarters itself,
but with the Australians was their own senior officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Kappe.

r Have vou tnld us all about the promises
that were made to vou by General ARIMURA's taf
about this expedition?

A All that I have in my mind at the moment.

Yes., Did you stert--Did the force start by

left in thirteen successive train

w

parties, on thirteen successive nights, about five

hundred strong each,.
A, ‘lnat were the conditions in the train ridet

“le traveled in roofed steel box cars,




DIRECT

normally used for carrying rice, twenty-seven men to
@ car sitting cross-legred on the floor, The journey
took four days and four nights from Singapore to
Banpeng,

Q "Yhat were the food and water supplies like
on the journey?

A "he food consisted of rice and thin vege-

table stew in somevhat inadequate ocuantities. 1In

my own train we had no foed or water for the last

twenty-four hours, but I persuaded the engine driver

to give me a few buckets of water out of his engine, '

Q "ere there any sanitary accommodations at all? l
A Absolutely none, We used the tracks at halts,

which had already been very badly fouled by previous

train rides. As we had to eat at these halts, the

flies were rather a serious menace,

Q “hen your train arrived in Banpong,tell me
what happened then?

A Ve were marched from the train for a distance
of about two miles to a so-called staging camp., We
had been ordered by the Japanese to take fifty-seven
lorry loads cf baggage with our forece, including all
ouvs heavy cooking gear and ecuigment for a four hundred

bed hospital,

@ "hat became of the heavy baggage?




DIRZCT

A All thie heavy equipment wus stacked by
order of the Japranese in an unguarded dump on a
piece of wasteland near the railway station., We
hal two boxears full on my train, including two
pianos wh'ch the Japanese had told us to take, also
two heavy electric liphting sets and a good many
miles of electric wire, All this vas stacked on the
dumn by crders of the Japanese and I saw a number of
Japanese and Siamese looting the dump as fast as we
put our stuff onto it.

Q "hat became cf that material in the end?

A Sxcert for small quantities of drugs which
we gct rermission to take ffom that dump and carry
with us into the junple by hand, the whole of our
heavy suprlies remained at Banvong for the next eight
months. ‘then we came back from the jungle in November,
we got permission to po to Banpong and recover as much
of it as we could. Most of the valuables had dis-

apre sed,

Q ias this material vhich had been supplied

by the Japanese, or was it your own -- this heavy
baggage®

A At least ninety-nine percent of it was our

“lell now, where did you ard your men spend




DIRECT

the night or what harpened when you pot off the
train?

A /e went into a so-called staging camp at
the entrance of which wos a notice in English,
"Instructions to Coolies and Prisoners of War,"

Q How far was it -- How far did yocu have to
march to it?

About two miles,
was its condition when vou pot there?
2DEST:  This 1s a convenient break,

le will adjourn now for fifteen minutes,

(“Thereupon, at 1045, a recess was taken

until 1100,after which the proceedings were

resumed as follows):




DIRECT

FN/AREHAL OF TIIE COURT: The Tribunal is
¢ resumed,

THE PRESIDENT: Ilr, Comyns Carr,

IR, COIYNE CARE: Eefore I proceed further,
I should formally tender the map, prosecution's
document lio, 6525, in evidence.

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.

THE COU*T: Prosecution's document

will receive exhibit lNo. 472.

("'"hereupon, prosecution's exhibit

472 vias received in evidence.)
DIRECT EX.. INATION (Continued)
BY MR, COLYNS CARR:

Q I was asking you zbout the state of the
carmp to which you were marched.

I8 It was in a very dirty state, having prev-
irusly been used, as you are informed by many thou-
sands of isliatic laborers who had previously passed
through it. The accommodations consisted of very
large palm leaf roofs resting on the ground. There
was room for the men on the bare pground under the
roofs,

Q Then did you learn how you would have to
moke the next part of the journey?

Yes, I learned from the Australians in




DIRECT

Train Party No., 6, who were about to leave the

carp on foot, that every man had to cover an un-
specified distance on foot, The previous five train
parties of about 2,500 Australians had already left
on the five previous days by road for an unknown
destination.

Q0 "Yhat did you do?

A I went with Lietenant Colonel Harris to the
offiee of a Japanese officer of the lalayan POW
idministration, Ve made a very strong protest to
him, reminding of the promises which had been made
before ve started by llajor General ARIMURA. He saild
the march could not be helped, as there was no trans-
port, but he would not tell us how far the men had
got to go.

Q Actually, how far did you have to march with
your force?

A Two hundred miles in two and one-half weeks,

9] "here to?

A From Banpong to Niki Niki, 276 kilomarks,

and a large part of the men had to march to Songkral,
287 miles, or to an unmarked camp right on the Three
Pagodas Pass, just to the north,

Q "ere the men in a fit condition to do this




DIRECT

A Cpeaking of an infantry soldier, it would
tave been an arduous march for fit troops, the condi-
tions being that from Kanchanburi, the 50-kilor mark,
up to the Threce Pagodas Pass, we were marching by
rough jungle tracks over mountalnous country; and
the marching was in fifteen night stages -- no day
marching, Combat as we were, with not only vwith all
the baggage we could carry, but with 2,000 non-walking

sick, it was a very severe ordeal., A4ll the fitter

men had to help the sick along with arms around thelr

shoulders: and in the worser cases we rhad to carry
sickest men for 200 miles on improvised stretchers.

The monsoon rains broke in the middle of the march,

and the last six stapges were done in pitch darkness in

torrential rain and through knee-deep mud.

Q@ Vere you, yoursclf, sent on by the Japanese
officer with Lieutenant Colonel Harris and others
to prospect this march -- to go on ahead?

I Yes, by orders of the Japanese officer, we
were sent to Tasna by truck at the 124 mark on the
left of the river, uith orders to establish the POV
Headquarters there.

Q Then did you find the headquarters of a
Japanese prisoner of war organization?

A Yes, it was the lieadquarters of the




Japanese M. ir G.ncerol who was G, O, C,,Prisoners
of War, Siam. I went there with Colonel Harris as

soon as we arrived, and we tried to see the Japanese

General, Ve werec not allowed to get vast tue Japanese
civilian interpreter, who said that F Force, our party,
was under the control of the G, 0, C., Prisoners of
Var, Malaya.

Q Generally specking, was this division of
responsibility a thing which resulted in conditlons
being better or worse?

A "ell, I consider that this division of
responsibility, which amounted to an evasion of
responsibllity by both of the Japanese Generals,
aggravated our conditions during the succeeding
months.,

0 Did you then go to the Ctaging Camp at
Tarsoe?

A Yes, it was the only one of the fifteen
staging camps that I saw vwhere any head cover was
provided for any of the men during the dsytire,
about four small tents between five hundred men.,

Q "hom did you find there, and in what state?

A I found there the first Australian marching

party about to lecave that night, having arrived the

same morning. Iiost of them were drawn up on the far




side of the road, ready to march, Lbout twenty of
them who were obviously quite incapable of marching
were sitting on the grass -- on the camp side of the
road. The Japanese corporal in charge of the stag-
ing camp was pulling these men to their feet and
Nitting them with a bamboo stick., If the men could
limp or stageer a pace or two, they were struck on
the back with a stick and sent across the road to
Join the marching party. I saw a ran showing a
large uleer on his leg to the Japancse corporal. The
Japanese corporal kicked it,

Q Did you succeed in preventing that bechavior
of the Japanese corporal?

A I told him what I thought of him, and the
rest of the sick men were sent hack to the camp,

Q  "hen the next varty arrived, did you have a
discussion with llajor Bruce Hunt, .ustralian medical
of ficer?

A The next party of hustralians arrived the
following morning, I at once saw llajor Bruce Hunt,

of the Australian sirmy licdical Scrvice -- ledical

Corps, and I made a plan with him, 1In accordance

with this I took fifty of thcse sick fustralians
two miles away to the neadquarters of the Japanese

General, I told the Japanesc corporal to come too,




54457
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and he did., I paraded these fifty men in front of
a Japanese medical officer., He gave them some
medical treatment, varticularly the blisters and
the sore feet, and agreed that thirty-six of them
should not rarch that night, At my suggestion he
gave this as an order to the Japanese cornoral, I

particularly pointed out to him an Australizn chap-

lain who had a weak heart, and he was inecluded in

the thirty-six. I then took the fifty men back to

the camp and found on arrival that the Japanese

corporal was giving instructions that only fourteen

should stay behind that night instead of thirty-six,
Q I think we can shorten this part of the

matter, Colonel Wild, a bit., Vill you summarize the

remeinder of what happened about this?

A  After rcporting thris again to tre Japanese
medical officer, he issued an order in writing to
his own sergeant cajor that the thirty-six men
should stay, This was glven to the corporal, At
the parade that night the corporal sent back four-
tecn of the men into the camp and ordered the other
twenty-two to march, I objected to this, and I was
beaten up with bamboos by the corporal and five of

his men., I!Major Bruce Hunt got in front of me and

neld up his R=d Cross arm band., He was -- he




DIRECT

iverted the fire, and had a broken finger on his
hand as a result., By this time the twenty-two men

werc calling out, "We are not going to see our offi-

cers treated like this," and voluntarily crossed

the road to the marching party. Three of them were
carried back a few minutes after they had left,
having collapsed, and the JAustralian chaplalin dled

at the ncxt camp.




DIRECT

Q Did you go on about the 4ty of Hay to

Konquita Staging Camp

Tes, I did, and found a party of Australians
|
dnich distance is that, which kilometer stage?
257,
WWhat did you find the conditions there®
I found that the Australian merching party
was accomodated within a few yards of huts in which
& large number of Asiatic:lsborers were dying from

cholera, The sround of the staging camp was badly

fouled with feces from these unfortunste people and
the air was full of flies, I wes tnld by en LAustra-
lian officer there that he had asked the Japanese
engineers for tools to clezn up the camp, He was
contemptuously told to use his hands,

same evening did you arrive at Lower

Niki Niki, 276,

Did you ro with Colonel Harris to see eanybody

Yes, I went with Colonel Herris and saw
Lieutenant Colonel BANNO, the Jenanese commander
F Force. Colonel liarris described the situation

the steaging comp at Konquita and said "You must
4 < 1 ]




stop the march or by pass Konquita, 1f you don't, we
L1 have a violent outbreak of cholera in all our
camps within & wveel h W not done and every one
had at least twelve or
t.is Colonel BANNG that you have snoken

the prisoner of war aéministration or the

officer of the FOW ‘dministration

you recelve a rerort from an Australian

medical officer shortly afterwardst

! A few evenings later the fLustralian medica

1
officer in Lower liki, or Niki Niki Camp, told me that

he hed diagnosed the first cese of cholera. "ithin a
fortnight cholera had broken out practically simul-
taneously in the six working camrs and we had 1500
cases of it.

Q Did the Japanese provide any medical supnlies
for dealing with it either for you in yocur camps or
for the Asiatic laborers:

I .e were given cholera injections and Colonel
BAIINO supnlied one Flit spray and a sack of chloride
of lime. 'e, ourselves, had one cholera box which we

had brought by road for the six cemps but we were not




allowed to go much from one
"het did you do®
e made hollow needles from splinters of bamboo
joincd them by the rubber from doctors steth=-
o bamboo contéiner, e then mede a mixture
stream water and common table salt,
blood heet, znd with this gpparatus

nd dovn the line of cholera rctients

wixture into the vein in the bend of their
segregated ¢vorvone if he went dovn
fit men took turns in looking after them.
Q How meny cholera ceses did you have all together:

during that outbreak?

4 Ltbout 1500,

o ind about how many did you manage to seve by
these methods?®
A About 700,
Q Now, you htve
how the working parties were demande
made up by the Prisoner of War Administration.
it the saine way on the reilway?
Exactly the séeme.

were the people who were meking the dem

¢ rcgiment of reilwey eneineers who were

responsible for the construction the line, Fifth




and Ninth,
tnd deseribe generally thc resvlts with re-
tyre of men who were made to work and the
hey were made to work,
Sick men were invariably made to work owing
exorbitant nands that werc mede for lezhor,
Malaria was nc . pted 2s &n excuse for not vworking

unls

from before first light
until after aerk, &nd in
number of men who had literally not scen
in daylight for many wecks., 1 renember

when the men ceme beck from work et 2:30 in the morn-

ing enéd we peraded for work again &t 6 o'clock the

same morning. - thet time the work consisted of pile
swol'en strecm.

you personally see this

IS In Niki Niki Camp, in Niki itself, in the
three Sonkurai ecmps which are not clearly merked here,
R, LOGAN: We notice, if ymur Honer plecase,

that the witness is rececently refurring to some docu-

to know the document to which he




Q Ha you been referring to any document,
Coloncl?

cm referring to my own

reilway,

™

copry Just before

wetehing him

‘:"r-]l-‘_ S‘.'

monsnon

monsoon reoins

before you

The first six train

hed fortunately compl:-tcd the

broke, British troops, who followed

to ten nignt merches through

tropicel rains.
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Tae rcosult was thet cven mcn who hed sterted
rcasoneble fit were brokcn in heelth before they
reached thecir cemps, largely beeause the best of them
killed themselves looking after their friends.

“hzt were the conditions 2t the stzping cemps

ncy hed to stnp, under this rein?

A They made themselves little shelters of
leaves or ground shcets, if they hed them, and some-
times they were teken out for working parties by the
Japanesc during the day,

% Wes any cover providcd by the Janznese in &ny
building with cover or any sort?

A At Tasoa Cemp there were & few small tents,

but otherwise I do not remember eny eover at any of

the staging camps except, of coursc, for the Jananese
guards.
Q '"het were the food and drinking conditions at
these canps*t
tSIDEFT: We arc ebout to break new
ground now, i Cerr, Vo w ad journ until half past
one,

(Yhercupon, at 1200, a rcccss was taken.)
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AFTERNOON SESSION
The Tribunal met, pursuant to recess, at
1330,
C3IPUTY MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International:
liilitary Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed, |
THE PRISIDENT: Mr, Comyns Carr,

CYRIL HEW DALRYMPLE WILD,
called as a witness on behalf of the prosecu-
tion, resumed the stand and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)

BY MR, COKYNS CARR:

@ Colonel Wild, did you personally spend various
periods of time in the camps, in each of the camps that
you have mentioned?

A I was stationeé for periods of time in Lower

Niki Niki, ond Songkrei camps, and I liaised from
Songkrei to Lower Songkrei and Upper Sohgkrei campS.

& In vour capacity as Lieutenant Colonel Harris'
staff officer, Gid you also have communications,

written and oral, with the senior Allied officers in

those various canps?

A Yes, I saw those officers or read their reports |

always,

G What opportunities of contact ¢id you have with




the Japanese during the time you were on the railway?

A I was in frequent contact with Lieutenant
Colonel BANNO, the commancer of F Force,and had
daily contact with the Japanese commanders of the
camps where I happened to be stationed, I was also
in continual contact with the guards,

Y And what about the Japanese railway engineers
who were in charge of the work?

A I saw them less often; but I had to liaise
with engineer officers and also stop trouble caused
by the engineers themselves,

Q Substantially, was ther: any difference between
the living conditions ana treatment of vnrisoners of
war in these various campns?

A None,

0} Will you cescribe one of them as an example?

A When I entered Songkrei camp on the third of
August 1943, I went first to a very large hut accommo-
dating about 700 men, The hut was of the usual nat-
tern, On each sice of an earthen gangway there was
a 12-foot wide sleeping platform made of split bamboo,
The roof was inadequately made with an insufficient
quantity of palm leaves which let the rain through
almost everywherg, There were no walls, and a stream

of water wes running cown the earthzn gangway. The

|
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framework of the hut was bamboo tied with creeper,

In this hut theore were 700 sick men, They
were lying two deep along each side of the hut on the
split bamboo nlatform, Tneir bodies were touching one
another down the whole length of the hut, They were
all very thin and practically naked., In the middle of
the hut were about 150 men suffering from tropical
ulcers, Tinese commonly stripped the whole of the
flesh from a man's leg from the knee to the ankle.
There was an almost overwhelming smell of putrefaction,
The only dressings available were banana leaves tied
arounc with puttees, and the only medicina was hot
water, Thers was another hut further up the hill of
similar design in which so-callec fit men were kept,
and one well-roofed and better constructed hut occupied
by the Japanesc guards.

¢ Was any bedding supplied?
A None whatever,
¢ #What ¢6id they have to cover them from the rain?

A When we first cntered these working camps

nonez of them were roofed at all for the first few wecks,

The monsoon had already broken, and during thosc weeks
the men had nothing whatever to cover thomselves from
the raln except banana leaves, If they were strong

enough each man cut a couple of banana leaves and put




DIRECT

is own body,
“ny roofing macerial ever received?
In my own camp &f which I was in command,
got a lorry load of atap palm, which
enough to roof nalf the hut in which the worst of
sick were lying. In Niki Camp no atap nalm was
ever r eoeived, but we pot some rotten, leaking canvas,

other four camps after a few weeks about enough

L

was sunplied to roof all the huts with about

+

that was necessary. Again, this does

=g +~
i 11y
-a H_;-.i:“.'»

annly to th apanese anc Korean guards, who always
nac a proper roqf over them.

; By the micdle of July 1943, that is, ten weeks
after you had left Singanore, what was the state of
as a vhole?

We had 1700 deaths by that time, and 700 men

vere goling

3

out to work. Of these 700,

s consicered that 350 shouldé have

ny report. on that matter to the

figures at that time to
I also reminded him of the
fareuell acddress g t s by the Japanese officer

at Singapore, which Was if we trusted to the




Imperial Japanese Army no harm would come to us.

R How soon had you discovered that the promises
you told us were made to you in Singapore were not
going to be fulfilled?

A There was not a suggestion of it until we
reached Banpong,

By November 1943, seven months after you had
left Singapore, what was the state of the force?

A Three thousand men had died,

G Going forward a 1little, when you got back to
Changl in January 1944, was there a medical inspection
of the survivors conducted by the Japanese?

A Yes. Three thousand men who had been given
six weeks'! rest after returning to Singapore were exam-
ined, with me as interpreter, by two Japanese medical
officers. They passed 125 men out of the whole lot as
fit for light cduty.

@ You have accounted for 6000 out of the 7000,
wnat had happened to the other 10007

A Rather over 900 we had had to leave in impro-
vised hospitals at Banoong either as being too sick to
survive four days! journey in the train, or as medical
ané administrative personnel to look after them,

) Anc the other 100%

A Well, 86 more died during that period.
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Now, did you make any inspection or did

you move on the third of August, 1943 to Sonrkrati

Yes, I did.
You needn't give us the general description

of it because you have alreadry told us it was the
'""hat had happened about deaths

what did happen while you were

hut of 700 men, vhich I deseribed,
270 died during August, 16,000 ron--= 1,600 men had
marched into Songkrai Camp at the beginning of May,
1943, and 1,200 of them were dead by November. I,
myself, stayed there until November.

In September of that year, did you receive

from a Japanese officer about that camp?

I was told that as we were preventine more
than 200 men from going out to work each day, we had
g0t to evacuate the whole of that long hut within
four days.

“'hat was to happen to the sick

700 men were to be put out into the jungle,
Did he tell you why?

Because the hut was going to be filled up




with Asiatic coolies, because they could do the work,
Q Was that, in fact, done, or did you succeed
in preventing it?

A The Aslatic coolies did, in fact, arrive

at the time stated, but I succecded in preventing it.

Q “"hat was the work which was supposed to be
done at this camp?

A It conslisted chiefly of building a high
level, heavy timber bridge across a river gorge.
Also, building the embankments and digpging the cut-
tings and approaches to it. The timber we felled and
moved ourselves.

Q7 How many prisoners of war died over that
job?

A I should say that that bridge cost a thousand
British lives,

Q Did you see the working parties lined up to
go out?

A I did,

R Describe their condition,

A Well, every morning the some scene was re-
peated. 1In the half light, about 200 men would be
paraded in the mud, None of them had more than a
pair of shorts to wear, and some had kilts made of

sacking. Practically none of them had boots. Most of
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not were sufferineg from swollcn=red

there 2lso men working in a quarry?
them vorked rerularly in a quarrv,
and cu:c fecet were a common source of trouble,
result of the cut feet?
ey often developed into
tropical ulcers,
the: Japanes ngincers content vwith
ren v*ho turned out to work?
were never content, and thcy gcnerzlly
about thirty mcn from the hospital being
time for their inspeection.

Did you make any protest about that?

Always, dally, most strongly.

On your oin account or on behalf of the

Ir friends,
anothcr method besides that?
Many of them used to pole themsclves along

-

with a lons bamboo held in two hands at the side.
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They used to call themselves 'the Gondoliers,"
@ /as any clothing received from the Japan=-
during this period?
A '@ got a thousané pieces of sacking and a
suit of cotton drawers.
How were the vorking parties trecated by
Japanese cnginecers?

A  They vwere driven from morning 'til night

without pity.
Q In what way?
A Uith a stick, sometimes with lashes of
wire,
QL ""hat happcened to the prisoner of war
officers?
A They always accompanied even the smallest
party of their men to work, and it was their duty
stznc between their men and the engineers,
‘hat happened to them when they did so?
They generally got beaten themselves, but
¢s they viere able to do some good.
Lo you remember making any protests your-

sz1lf about this?

A I made many; but I remember once, in par-

ticular, I complained to Colonel BANNO that a British

linjor h~d been beaten five times in that day, for
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that reason,

« Lid you get any satsifaction from tmt com-
plaint?

A Colonel BANNO did instruct the junior officer
not to =21llow it any more, but I am afraid the beatings
continued,

Throughout your ecxperience there, were

were there many occasions 'hen you made pro-

Very many; because, as the headquarters
vz used to onass to the Japnnese all the com-

which we got from the other camps as well,

@ Do you rcmember an occasion in October,

1943 when A force, or some men from A force, arrived
to c¢o szome work in the neighborhood of Songkral camp?
A Yes, they vecre laying the railway lines

through the camp along the cutting which we had
made,
& Do you remcmber any special incident which

-

havopencd then?

A A Japancse englneer was standing on the
truck containing the slecpers. As each pair of
Australians came up to the truck to collect his
slecper == collecet their sleeper =~ each pair of

ans used to com¢ up to the truck to collect
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a sleecper., As each palr arrived at the truck, the

Japanese systematically hit them on the head with a

stick. It looked morc like a mattoer of habit than

a question of punishment,
Q Do you remember on incicent about a cook?
A Yes, I was called out of my hut and sav
one of our British cooks sitting on the ground with

his head laid open, He had becn struck on the head

with an axe by a Japanase guard.

Q Did you make a complaint about that?

A I wvent ané fetched a Jananesc officer and
shoved him both the wounded man, the axe and the
Jipancse who had done it.

¢ ''hat happencd?

A The Japanese officer sald, very mildly to
the J~panese, "That does not do." The guard was not
punished.

Q "7/ith regard to officers, you have told us
that the officers accompanicd their men to the work=-
ing parties. Did the officers have to work them=-
selves?

A Not as laborers in my force, but they did

to the south of us. All together, about 800 British

officers were cmployed as laborcrs in coolic gangs

for between two and three years. I saw them mysclf
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in Siam anc¢ talked to many of thocme

0 Was there any particular reason vhy that
happened in som¢ places and not in others?

A It was a deliberate plan and order of the
Japanaesc Army that these two big working partiecs
of officors should be formed, They vere sent from
Singapore for this purpose in two formeé parties of
about four hundred cach,

Q Were they chiefly drawn from any particular
part of the Allied Army?

A They were chiefly British officers of the

Incian Army.

;  Now, do you romember a matter in October
’ )

1943 with regard to Upper Songkrai Camp and a quarry
there?

A Yecse. I went to Upper Songkrai Coamp on
receipt of a report from the scnior British medical
officer of F forcc, 'Whot I saw therec cxactly con-
firmed his rcport. There was 2 hut full of sick men,
likz the one I hac¢ descripbed at Songkrai, with about
five hundred men lying crammed tightly togather under
a light atap palm roof. Thc Japanese, for the whole
weck, had been carrying out blasting in a quarry
close by in such a way that at ecvory blast the shower

of broken rock fell into thc camp. This rock rained
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through the atap roof and foll onto the bodiass of
these sick men., The sick were in a very nervous
tate, never knowing when the next blast would come,

kiony of them sat up for hours together holding slecep-
ing mats over their heads, I saw the ground of the
camp arounc this hut covercd thickly with broken
rock,

Q Had anybody been injured in conscquence?

A Onc sick man, I know of, had an arm broken

two hours latecr,

Q Hac the officer~in-charge made any protests?

A He had made soveral to the Japanese officer
without cffcet,

Q cre you able to get anytning done about 1t?

A I saw the Jepanese officer, and I heard
afterwards that, nlthough the blasting continucd,
it was done in such a way that no mors rock fell into
the camp,

@ Do you rem:mber anything about the lifting
of trec trunks?

A The usual practice of the Japoncsec enginecrs
was to use half as many prisoncrs of war to 1lift a

trec trunk as Asiaticsj and, when the troe trunk was

up on the men's shoulders, they uscé to take half the

men avay leaving the rest to carry it,
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Q Have you seen that vourself”

A I have. I have sesn men carrying such a
tree trunk along the bed of a stream.

8, Did you make protests about that?

A I did, vparticularly on one occasion when a
young Australian, who at the time was aged eighteen,
°livped in the mud in his bare feet and his comrades
were unable to hold uo the tree trunk. It fell on
his head and killed him.

Q DNow, will you tell us about the facilities
for treating the sick? Were there any infirmaries
or hospitals?

A There were no infirmaries or hospitals in
any of these six working camns except in one or two

small isclation huts which we built for cholera cases.

r How did the doctors manage?

A They collected the s‘ck together in one of the

ordinary campo huts and at night they used to look after
them by the light of bamboo flares. In spite of these
difficvlties, if it had not been for the British and
Australian and Indian doctors =-- Anglo-Indian doctors
with vs -= T doubt if any men would have come out of
there slive.

0 How were operations carried out?

Generally in the open air under mosquito net
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to keep the flies off, In my force the doctors did
cver seventy amoutations cf lees on account of

trovical vlcers.

A Did you ever pet any help from Japanese
doctors or sunplies of Japanese medical stores?

A As repards the urgently needed dressings,
I got permission from Lieutenant Colonel BANNO to
buy on our own money a considerable quantitv of cotton
cloth.

7 From whom did you buy 1t?

A rom a Siamese merchant in a neighboring
villapge. YVie divided this un between the six camps.
We got quinine in special quantities to deal with
those with active malaria but not for prophylactic
purposes. Ninety-five percent of these survivors
had malaria when they pot back to Sirgapore.

r Did Japanese doctors ever come at all?

A Japanese doctor for F Force arrived in
July, 1943,
0 "hat did he do?

A I believe he made one tour of the working

camps just to look at them, but not more. He staved
]

at Niki at Colonel BARNNO's headguarters and did the

office work over the sick revorts. I believe he did

indent on the Japanese Army for drugs because I know
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on one occasion he received a hamper of them. This
was opened in front of the British medical officer

and all the valuable drugs had been removed.

n Did vou make any request to the Japanese

with regard to the evacuation of your sick?

A We asked them apain and again to evacuate
our sick to the Siam plains by river from Niki.

0 Is that the river which is shown on the
plan?

Yes, it is. It is the main water route.

For what purpose did the Japanese use it?

They used it for bringing up rice and the
barges went down empty.

n  To your knowledge were any of the other
prisoner of war camps allowed to evacuate some of
their sick by those means?

A Tt was the usual way of evacuating the sick
from the camps by the river south of us.

N Was your request ever granted?

A No, it was refused.

n  Was anything ever done by the Japanese to

provide an infirmary for the sick of F Force?

A Yes, at the end of August they established

a s¢-called hospital camp in Burma about sixty miles

to the north of Songkrai,




Vere any sent?

We sent about two thousand from the various

open steel trucks.

You mean railway trucks or motor trucks?

Motor trucks.

THE PRESIDENT: !Mr, Carr, we will recess

now for fifteen minutes.

(hereupon, at 1445, a recess was

taken until 1500, after which the proceedings

were resumed as follows:)
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DIRECT

Tribunal 1is
resuvmed,
r. Comyns Carr.,
iR, COMYNS CATYR (Continucd) s

Colonel "ild, you were telling us about the
so=cclled "hosnitel" to which you were ordered to send
two *Lousanéd men in fugust, 1943, and that they wcere
sent in oven box -- motor box cars. Now what were

circumstances »of the journcy and what naoncned

carried in thcse oven steel

trucks over a corduroy road, tree trunks lazid on

There werc long delays. They had no
nicht, Eighty of them died during the sixty
Ve
en they got there, was the so-called
bectter than the huts they had left?

the scme cesiegn but a little

1ere any hosnital equipment?
tat they took with them,
of thectwo thousand died before the

comrnleted four mornths later?

hundred.

the railvay vas compnleted, wnat was cdone
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about removing the prisoners?

A They were sent on the rewly complcted line
to Kanchanburi. All of them, including the sick,
traveled in oncn trucks or roofcd box cars.

Q "ere you in charge of the party from
Songkrai Camn?

A Yes, in charge of the last party of two
or three hundred.

0 “hat hapncned?

A I zot four hours to move -~ four hours
notice to move at night. I paraded the men, most
of whom were sick, in the cutting through the camp
ir grouns according to the number of trucks I was
told were coming, It took me the full four hours
to rove the men a hundrcd yards as many of them had
to be carried. I got the Jepanese corporal to promise
to leave the loading entirely in my hands.

Q i1l you condense this & little bit? We
don't want too much de¢tail at this voint,

A The train stopped too far down the line and
wae five trucks short. The Japanese cnd Kereans got
very excited and forced the men down the track and

into the trucks. I ended up vwith fifty-seven men in

my box car. Ve were all standing packed together

exccnt two who viere on the floor., One I remember had




ywer box car., There
me an order that I was
died, I told him that if
the train threc or four
certein to dic, Ho
Japincse puarcs, tlie Korean gu

to bury anyone.

"hat dicé you say to him?

I told him he was a disgrace to the Japanese

scven of my men dicd betueen Niki
I disnoscd of six of the bodiles
to ott.er vrisoncr of wror cumvs along the line., There

~ri~nner of war camn when the seventh man dled,

thie train and buried him myself.

ent to Kanchanburi, what was

the train about
and left lying on the ground in
yarc for twelve hours,

'hat sort of a night was 1t?

= very cold night in Dcecember

-~ scveral of them were dying the

ite o number died within
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liow long did you remain there?
About three viceks,

0 /nd what happened then?

A I went back to Singaporc with the last
party, lcaving only the sick bechind in hospital,

Q Before you left, did you receive a visit
from the Kempeitai?

4 Yes, Licutenant Colonel Dillon and I
were visited by a civilian member of the Kempeitai
in Kanchanburi, Hec saild that Kempeitai had just
received ordcrs from the Japancs: Government in
Tokyo to inquirc into the condition of prisencrs
of war in Siam, We dccided -- he then asked us to
write a true account of what had hapnened to F Force
during the last few months, I deceided it was genuine
and we wrote a full account that night and particularly
listed 2ll the breaches of the convention,

Q9 Tcll me, with rcgard to this request from
the Kemrpeitai, did it surnrise you that they should
ask for this information?

A Yes, 1t did, partly beccause Kempeitai had been |
|

ir the esrea where we were, and partly because it didn't |

secm in accordance with their ordinary behavior.
1 Had thosc Kempeitai who had been there been

able to see the facts for themselves?




A Yes, certainly,

7 "hen you had completed thc report, to whom
did yonu give 1t?

A T'e gave it to this member of the Kempeitail,

Q "What did he say he was going to do with 1t?

A He camec back to sce us, and said that the
Chief of Kecmpcital in Kanchanburi had been very much

cased with it and had sald that it was being sent

to the Chicf of Kempeitai in Bangkok for immediate
transmission to Tokyo,

0 Did you ever heer anything more¢ about it?

No more then that.

0 Now there are a fev matters still --

*

gencral matters about the railway I want to ask,

You Lave mentioned some of thc discases which ore-

vziled there. Just give us a list of them, will you?
A Cholera, maleria, typhus, wet and dry beri-

beri, tronical ulcers, small pox, diptheria,

0 I think you told us before something about

dysentery, but you didn't mention that in your list,

A Dysentcry was almost universal, both anemic
and baecillary dysentery.

N Did you gect cases of men suffering from more
thian one of those discases?

A  Frequently, morc often than not, the men who
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died had two or morc diseases., I, myself, have
sirncd death cc~tificates for as meny as four diseases

1
Ld

liste
Ilow eb~rut food, will you tell us the rclative
fond supvnlies given to the prisoners and to the Japanese
tremselve
anenese always hgd as mueh rice as they
should say six hundred grams a day or
They threw a lot away., In addition,
had considerablc quantitics of tinned

The nrisoners! ration varied from four hundred

prars of rice per vorking man on a good day to two

hundrz=d grams or lc¢ss which was the allotment for the
sick.
Did they ever sunnply any of their tinned
the prisoners?
therce ever any necat?

1in number of cattle were driven into

amps from Eurma,

0 How were they divided?

A Usually, I should say half a bullock for

fifty Javancsc and the other half for every thousand

prisScners,

9) Y"hat atout the qual




The qualitf f the food was noor, and besides
eonsisted rainly of beans whiekr were narticul-
for nconle suffering fror dysentery.

Now you have rentioned just now that a man

got four hivndrced grams and a sick man two

to tvo hundred and fifty, "as there any

Jananesc, It
could not cxnecet to eat, The Japanese --

could not ciscbuse the Japancsc of the idea that if

they cut cown thc rations of sick men in the hospital,

thcy vould make ther go cut to work to get more food,
Unfortunately therc wes no nretension about our men's

sickncss ¢nd the consequence == as a conscquence of

this, thcre a great many more deaths,




@ "as there any intermedictc seéalc between the
four hundred znd thc two hundred?

A There was o light duty scale in some camps
whereby if men would get out of the so-ce2lled hospital
hut snd work around the cemp they got a littlc more
fond.

Q pid you and other officers meke protcsts
about this%

A Yes, we did, I remember narticulerly one made
by Major Erucc Hunt,

@ “hat reply did he get from the Jenanese
officer?

A He said, "In the pest you heve spoken some=
what boastfully zbout humanity and the Gencva Conven=-
tion. You must realize thet you arc our prisoners
and you are in our power and in these circumstances
tnesc things do not &poly."

Q Lo you remcmber any other conversation of a
similar tyve?

A ¢s. On this occasion we csked the Japenese
of ficer how he thought Japen would be able to cxplein

her trestment of prisoners aftcr the war, His reply

was, "A victorious Japan will not have to exrlain,"

Q vere any Red Cross parcels or mail recelved

while you wcre on the raillway?

v




L c rececived seme meil when we got back to
Kanchenburi, but no nerccls while wo were in Siam.
Q hen you left Kenchanburd did you rcturn to
Sinzarvorc by trein creint
in the samc way which wc hod come up,
twenty-seven to ¢ box cerj four drys. The conditions
re cxoetly the same but 1t wes hardcr on the mcn 28
thcy were ¢1l1 so brokin in hcelth.
G Do you remenber the circuastences of 2n escarnc
from Sonkurai Cemp and “what Rapoened about it after-
wards’.

L Eight British officcrs escaped from Sonkurai

Cemp in Juney 1943, They hed egreed to risk their

1ives in order to tcll the outside world of the treat-
ment we were petting. They were cepntured after fifty-
two davs in the jungle during wiich four of them died.
They were brought bock to sonkurai Comp end I wes told:
to sece them, to go to see them shot., I protested about
that and they were sent to Singapore where they were
sentenced to ten =nd nine yeers penal servitude.

Q ~ang that aofter you, yourself, had rcturned to
Singapore®

A Yes, that trizl took place after I had
returncd.,

At the end of the war were sthose men relcased
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with others from Outrar Road Geol?

& Onc wrs released from Cutram Gaol. Th

oth-rs nad all been brought bhaek to Changl Cemp as

usly ill.
Q “gg there ony differcnce in their trectment

in Outrzm Road Caol from whet y»su have described

regerdé o other nrisoners’
s exacetly the
f ulcers on
could only wallt with crutches at the
He told mec thet the bandeges were removed £s SO0
wes put in his ecil and thet he got no medical
rcotment during his imtrisonment.

r

Amongst thosc ultimetely relcased werc there

ed was the complete crew

en shot down over

eny difference in their treatment

were imprisorned under ground &nd

given even

In four months
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satisfaction of attending the surrender of the Jap-
| anese to Admiral Lord Mounthbatten?
WA Yes. Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten gave me
a special seat to see General ITAGAKI surrender.
Q What was the 7th area or military district
| of the Jaranesc system in 1944 and 19457
A I understand that the 7th Army took over from
the Southern Army at Singapore in about March or April,
1044,
MR, COMYNS CARR: The Tribunal will find, by
looking at exhi.it 110, that the accused ITAGAKI was

appointed commander of the 7th liilitary District Army

on the 7th of Ap»il, 1945 =- the last item in that
biography or per:enwsnl racord of him, Anc from
exhibit 104, that the accused DOHIHARA had held the
same position from ilarch 22, 1944, down to that date.

I now prorose to tender in evidence prosecu-
tion document 1810 and, having resd it, to ask this
witness some questions about 1it,

THE FRESIDENT: Adwritted on the usual terms.

CIER” OF THET COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 1810A will receive exhibit No., 473.

(Whereupon, the document above referred
to was marked prosccution's exhivit No. 473

and was received in evidence.)
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CO..Y¥US CARRms It 1s really seven sep-

arate documents, found upon a file of the Japanese

S

lar Linistry, relating to the matter about which the

J

witness hzs bDeen speaking.

In order cf date, the first one is page 2
docurient as i1t has been hound up. It is a

-

or tele:zram from lr, ilax huber, Chairman cf

the Internaticnal kod Cross Committee to the Foreign

HMinister, dated 23 June 1944, AT that date the ac-
cused SLIGLILITSU was 1 jzi1 Kinister It reads:
"Treatment of Prisoners jar in Burma and
"The International l.ed Cross Committee
tc inform the Jape : Government that
cistance for
interned in
yrar canps
preparing for t

voluntarily

internees.
fering fron illness due to iedical and

causes, especially mace norbld by the climatic con=-

v

I D St Jge [ ¥ ; e
01 CLOILE ; Uils (o] 1INTCELNNEILI0

this matter. the In.ernational
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Iied Cross Committee has the honor to propose to the

Jrpanese Government that she give consideration for
entering into a reciprocal agreement with the govern-
ments of the belligerent nations in reference to the
transfer of those coming under A. ticles 69 and 72 of
the Geneva Convention concluded in 192$ concerning
the trcatment of prisoners of war.

"The International Ked Cross Committee re-
quests the Japanese Government to consent to the
transfer of said prisoners of war to an area with
bectter climatic conditions, and to guarantee better
conditions for prisoncrs of war as a first step until
the settlement of such an arrangement. To achieve
this objcetive, the International Red Cross Committee
is prepared to collect necessary medical supplies if
the Japanese Government will give consideration for
their transpertion and distribution. The International
fied Cross Committee will grcatly appreciate any
intimation from your Government on this matter."

And then on page 1 of the c“ocument dated
the eleventh of July, 1944, is a memorandum from
Minister SU4UKI, who would be a subordinate of the
accused SHIGELIITSU in the Foreign Office, to the
Chief cf Prisoner of Var Information Bureau. Sub-

jeet "Trzatment of Priscners of War in Burma and Siam.
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"Mlegarding the treatment of prisoners cf war
in the prisoner of war camps in Burma and
Lr. Max Huber, Chairman of the International
ross Committec in Geneva, sent us a telegram,
-xed in this report. Its translation is ate
tached
"Concerning the return of sericusly wounded
and i1l prisoners of war propcsed by the International
ted Cross Comnittee, there will be much difficulty in
ite exceution and thercfore an answer will be made
that it would be difficult to make such arrangements
at nresent. The prcblems of the transfer of prisoners

and trensportation and cistribution of medical sup-

plies requcsted shiould be included, togcther with

the solution and exccution of the trensportation
of relicf supnlies which is ncw being necgotiated
between Japan and Great Britain and brtween Japan
eand the United States.
m{ would like to send the above reply, and
would appreciate your suggestion.™
And that 1s s:=nt tc the War Minister,
The Prisoner cf War Informction Bureeau, The Navy
linistry.
Then on pagze 3 there is a memorandum from
| the Chief of Prisoner cf “ar Infcrmation Bureau, to
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the Chief of General Staff ¢f the "1I" Unit, Chiefs

of Staff: CKA, LORI and TOKI Units, Commander of the
Field heilway Unit of the Southern Army, Chiefs of
Priscner of War Camps in Burma and Siam. Subject:
Concerning the treatment of British prisoners of

wor in Burna,

"Regarding the above subject, the Foreign
linistry hes applied to the Prisoner c¢f VWar Informa=-
tiocn Burcau as per encloscd. Pleacse inform me im=-
mediately whether such cconditions existed or not,
end to submit confutation data."

That document bears nc date end unfertunately
at present we have not succeccded in finding the en-
closed,

Ts linjor Furness,

I am in‘ormed that the Jap=-
nese translation in the hands of Japancse counsel
show that it is dated the 29th of July.

tRe COLYNS CARR: ‘hich year?

ihe FURNESS: 1944,

IX. COLYNS CALk: !uch cbliged. I am ob=-

liged, but I think that must be a mistake, because

it is the next documcnt, whiecl in the English copy

that date, but it must have been around that

The next document on paze 4 does bear that
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aete, end it is from the Chief of Priscner of Viar
information Bureau to linister SUZUKI, again at the
time when thc accused SHIGENITSU was Foreign Minister,

nm

Trcatment c¢f British Priscners cf War in

"In reply to your telcgram No. 599 regarding
the abovr subject, I beg tec rcply as follows:
"(1) The oriscners of war in question interned in
Burme bcleng tce the prisoner of war camps in Siam or
llalaya., The names of prisoncrs ¢f war in Siam and
halaya cemps have already bocn reported, wvhich
amocunted te 10,000, The nanes of prisoners cf war
whe died in that arca are being reported successively."

IRe FURNESS: Iy Japancse counsel still
states tihat documcnt that wos read just before this,
page 3, vweas dated the 29th of July. I wculd like to
call attenticnn tc the fact that this ciie which Mr,
Comyns Corr hes just read is Prisoner Supply No. 35
and the one that he rzac b:fore wes Priscner Supply
Nos. 38

Ili. COLYIIS CAEL: Thet mav bs quite right.

e FUINLS:: It theiefore seems rather
uncertain that either cne is a reply to the other.
I Jon't know.

LR+ COIYNS CALKk: think my friend is




' gquite right., Those two probably are¢ not.
| EY 14.« COKYNS CARR: (Continued)
Q Colonel Wild in the last one which I read
it is statsd that the names of priscners in Siam and
lizlays have already been reported, which amounted to
10,000. What have you got to say about that?
A ‘he number of prisoners of war in Burme and
Sianm at the time my party got up there in April, 1943,
v~s cver 30,000, and we in "H" Force swelled the num-
ber by 10,000,
Lo COMYNS CARh: At the present time I
need not read pages 5 and 6 and the next one in order
of date is the last one, vhich begins on page 10,
It is from the Chief of Prisoner of War Camp in Siam
te Chief of Prisoner of Var Information Bureau. Sub-
Ject: Information re: British Prisoners of War in
Burma.
THE PRESIDENT: We will adjcurn now until
half past nine tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 1600 an adjournment

was teken until Friday, 13 September 1946, at
0930,)




