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at 0930. 

IN i'ERNAT iv1~AL MI LITARY T:"' IBUNAL 
FOR THE FAR EAST 

Court House of the Tribunal 
"Jar Hinis try Bui lding 

Tokyo, Japan 

The Tribural met , pursuant to adjournment , 

Appe:ir~ nc :: s : 

For t he Tribunal, same as before . 

For the Frosecution Section, sa~e a s ~e fore . 

For t he Def ense Dection, saree as before . 

(Englis~ to Ja~s na se and Japanese 

to English interpr etation ~as made by the 

Lang ua ge Sectior. , IMTFE . ) 
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Dl hLCT 

DEPUTY 1.Y.hSU.L OF THL COU.T: The I nter n['tionl"' l 

!.1ilitrry Tr ibmir l for the Frr Fr.st is 11ow in session . 

THI. PhI:.SII1ENT : Untjl I c-nnouncc ot'1er ,.dsc , 

it ~~ovlf be trken th~t nll the ~ccusc~ ere present 

except OKJ.:iii, rind t.:i\T8UI , F nd thE' t they [•re- . rcpre$ont -

eel by c m:n!ie l . 

Counsel will be Pt ljbcrty to mention rny 

matter ~t this strpc of the procccvinrs eC'ch ~orning . 

Mr . Conyns Cr r r . 

C Y R I L Ii E ~'! D J.. L R Y M P L E \'i I L D, 

crll ed rs ~ witnesr on hch~ lf of the prosecution , 

r csu;-cd the stnnd r·nc test i f i ed cs follows : 

DI EF.CT LUMHU.TION (C ontinuec ) 

BY I.Ji . COI:YNS CARR : 

Q Col onel 11/ild , y;oulcJ you no\'/ coJ""e t o t ell us 

ebout the builc~in(: of the; Dur rne - Si r>r11 R?. ilwe.y? \'!hc t 

purpose e i~ t he t rr> ilvey serve ? 

A I t wrs bui lt a~ a recens of suppl y i ng the 

J aprnese f or ces in Bur me , pcrt i culr r ly Ps a pr epF r rti on 

for t he inves i on of Indir . 

Q When d i d prisoner s of ~er bc~ in to l eeve 

Sinfapor e t o wor k on t hrt r r ilwey ? 

J.. Ab out J.u gust 1942 . 

Q :. t th~ t t i m£ cl i d you or they ~{now v1her c the y 

-- --- ---
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nere going , or ~hnt for? 

A No inform~tion whntever wrs given . 

' /hen '.!nd hon did you first learn about the 

building of the r nilw1 y? 

A After my return to Changi in December 1942 , 

from so~e ~en who had been working on the Burma- Siam 

Railw~y and hrd been sentenced to terms of imprison­

ment in Outram Joad Fr ison . They h~d been sentenced 

for offences in Siam ~nd h3u been tr~nsferrcd to Changi 

frorn t he prison o·u ing to illness . 

c, · iho were t he fi.rst prisoners of v1ar to go 

t her e , ~n6 from what country did t hey come? 

A The first to go to BurmR wer e a party of 

Australinns under Br'g~dier Varley c ~lled A Force . 

c~ Now , I th i. r.k n t this ooint it ~rnulo be con-

venient, in orcer to follow t he remainder of your 0vi­

dence, if we hand to the I•:embers of the 'l'ribunal a 

plan r1hicl1 you hn.ve hn.d pr epor ed of tho r'"li l·.r~y nno 

the v~rious camps ~long it . 

".'er 0 you subsequently sent to the r ; ilway 

yourself so th~t you ar c f~mili~r ~ith most of the 

ground shO\'ln on this pl an? 

A Yes . 

Q Let us jus t get the main f c3tures of it clear 

I 
I 

L_bef or e I t vke your evidence in det1il . 
- - -· .. --• 
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On th'3 r ir;ht hand of t'1c pl'l.n it .;hows B'\ngkok , 

is tha t r ight? B.,ngkok on thG extreme r i ght ? 

Yes . 

Anc proccod ing to the l e ft, <lo you got ju$t 
I, 
5 be yond the fi r s t str~ ight line to S~npong? Wns t h'\ t 

the point at ··1hich contac t '!!OS m"dc by r " il from 

3ing"'.pore? 

A 
Th:2. t '//"...:; norm:lly t ho de tr-..ining point . F r om 

) ther e the old r -i il"1ay '.Jent up '\S r--r 0 5 K:mch:inburi , 

f i ve points to t ho north of B~npong . 

Noll , r ·1 th'3r mor n t h8n h:lf w'ly 'lc r oss tho v _es . 

•!. pl an tovmr ds th .:i l eft , do you come: t o t hu boundary 

l·l 

tS 

1(, 
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be t ween Burma :nd Si a m? 

A 

A 

Yes , m~rked by dashes ~ nd lot s . 

I s tha t point knovm as tho Thr ee Pngod:\s Pnss? 

1

. 

Yes , it is . 

Ano th0n on tho Burmn side , 60 you fina lly 

g·~t d o·vn to the junction ·:i ith th.; pr3- 0Y.isti!1g r ·,il vmy 

'l t Thanbu yznya t? 

A Th~t i~ c orr~ct . 

I 

) l 

Q Ar c thc r a any ot he r genor~l matter s about 

this pl ::m ·:!hich you think 1 t necessro ry to explain bofor'ie 

23 

7 • 

you coma to ~1e dc tril cd story ? 

A Only I think th"' t f rom K'1nch!lnbur i nt t ho 

~5 50 kilo mo.r l: up t o nbout the 364 ldlo r.:a rk a t Anaquin . 

----·- ' 
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it w,s pr~viously virrin , mountnin)U~ jungle . 

~ •

1

•
1'.ls it built from on·1 "no to th0 other , or 

fro~ both ends simult"\n~ous ly? 

A From both ends s lmult".ncously. 

~ ·!hen 1:is the •rnrk b0gun? 

A In ~bout August 1?42 . 

A The t ··o Jnds ·;1or join d "lt t:1-:-: end of 

Cctob~r 1)43 , ;t a bout t!L 257 kilo r:l:" rk , Konquit"\ . 

Q Th...:: A Force 1.:hom you 11".v _ r.1entioncd , ~·1hich 

end did t hey go to? 

A T~1 ;y \I Or keel from Th"nbuyz~y~t '\ t th0 r.~oulmcin 

0na . 

~ Did you por sonnlly have ;ny cont~ct ~ith them 

af tcr t h2y l eft? 

A Yas . They passed t hrough ~Y c~mp at Songkrai , 

287 kilo , l aying th~ r;i] .. l" Y 1 i.n.::s i!1 l a t e S~ptcmbcr 

1943. 

Q tid ~ou r eceive ~ r 0port ~t t~"t tiac from ~ny 

of t he ir offlc0rs7 

A Yes , 1 spok0 both to Bri["ldicr V~rley, the 

cor.1monder, .~nci i lnd ::i. long convers:-i ti on ·:1i th 

Lieut0n~nt Colo!10l hndorson, v.c. , ~no his inter pre t er, 

Cc.pt::\in Drov1~r. 

~ You ~re going to gi ve us shortly your o~n 
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".ecount of · 1h'l t hr-".ppc l'\" c. to :·o ~r o· ::-i fore..: . Li a their 

:ccount of ~h~ t h~pponca to th~ir fore aiffar m~tcrinlly 

from th:t? 

A Th~ir axoc ri~ncc hn6 b0a n v~ry s imil ~r to th,t 

of my p~rty , cxe~pt th~t th0ir food hid been bette r 

~no tn,t they h~~ not h~~ to 60 1. long morch . As 

r t..:g~ rc s living "'nd ···or 1·ing conc. itions ;nd trcn. t rr.c nt , 

I shoulc s~ y id1...~tic~l . 

i,ic t ;11...:r r .:; port spcci~lly on t;1c c:ucstion of 

IC' priso'1cr s of T'.r ~tt~mpti:1g to 1...: c .,n~':' 

I .. 

I : 

, .. 

A Y~s , tl: _y die . Th0y tol(., me th".t ov; r t ··rnnty 

of their mc:i h:-id bc~n shot ·1ithout tri ". l for alleged 

attcnpt s to cs c ~pc . 

IJ.:.a t~L.;y .nention any oth.3 r "T?'o rk th'"l t the 

prisoners of ·. :1 r h1.d been cng:lged on for the J np:-incsc 

be:s ides t'.1E! r ['.il·.my? 

A Yes . '.lh~i r fir s t ·.:ork on l cr'.ving SingJ.por c 

h1d been to builc ~ milit" ry ~eroGromc for th ) J npr ncsc 

~t Vic t oria Point , in Burma . 

"'/h2n the r '.l i l•·;:y ·:1:;.s f l nishcC:, .. ,h:i t b.:;car.:c 

? of t he surviving prisoner s of ~~r? 
., .. 

.., .. 
2 \ 

A Six thous~nd survivor s of F and H Force s wer e 

sent back to Sing: porc . The r ~maining prisoners ~ere 

conccntrnt cc in the pl ~ ins of Sinm, in the vicinity of 

1 K~nch3nburi, tho 50 kilo mork , and c crt~ in number s 
I 
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DIRECT 

·~1 ·r -.. r _t,,inc.." ~10.1p, tn 1111..: for r . ·r.t .1nnc : ··.rork . 

As you . 11.V - tole us , you ''.Ccor.p~niod F For ce . 

A Th~ 1~tt0r p~rt of April 1943 . 

t H~1 m"ny c..id it consist of 1t tho stnrt? 

A SJv~n thous~na , of whom about 3600 wGr c 

~ustr~lian ~nd 3400 9ritish . 

~~r0 they tner~ juqt ~bout ~ 7e~r? I think 

~:ou tolo us th-. survivors got bucl· to Sinc1por..: i r 

April 1944 . 

A Th~y ~er~ in t ha jungle for just scvJn months , 

:"no thv l'lst of the survivor s c ~tmc b·: ck in April 1944 , 

oxnctly 1 yc~r lftor l c;vlng . 

~ Luring th1 t period , i10-.1 nnny of th-~n died? 

A Thirty- one hundred out of t he sovon thousind . 

1.'/ho :nr c tt10 pdopl.: •:1ho ·, ,r ::;r :, gu::- ro j ng them? 

f!o\·1 m~:iy, ~!1d of v.ih:t n'\t :. ono. lit:;? 

A About 25? Xorc~n~ ~nc ~bout 30 or 40 J~p~ncse . 

------- ---
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Q Did any of them die? 

A Yes , one Korean . 

Q Is that all , either Koreans or Japanese? 

A That is all that I ever heard of . 

Q Do you know what the casualties were in 

A force? 

A During the same period , by Japanese accounts , 

nine hundred . 

1 Is that A force or H force you are speaking 

of? 

A It ~as A force. 

~ And in the same period , what was the posi ­

tion wi th regard to casualties amongst the puards? 

A Four of them died , of whnm one was killed 

by bombing and an~ther committed suicide . 

1 Out of how many in all? 

A I cannot recall tho fi~ure now. 

Q .Jow, did H force come up about the same time 

as your 0·1m? 

A Ye s , a month later , in May , 1943 . 

Q · ·!'lat were thei r casual tics? 

A About ntne hundred out of three thousand 

in seven months . 

Q Taking the pr isoners of war as a whol e , 

f rom what you knew at the time and have di scover ed 

I 
I 

. - --·---· 
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' 
". .h'l t would you S'lY werr the t "tal casualties 

dUl i np tr,c cor.struction of the r ailway? 

A Sixteen thousand. 

'2 Out of about hO\! many in all? 

A Out of ovr>r forty thousand; I believe as 

rrnny a3 forty- six thou~and . 

of tho! F de3ths duly 

r rcord• .~ , i n the ~ame ·11y as you descr ibrd yesterday , 

A Y0 s . ~he Jqp~ncsc ~ndP 1 grert point of it , 

l l and we ;~re no t allo~cd to bury a dead body until all 

• tht fact~ ~ad been officially PivPn to them in accor d-

'lncr ··;i th thr- ir pro form1l . 

l. And 611 thr officer s t o whom you had to 

rer.ort it t ell you ··1ha t 1·ms ,;oinr t o bP done with 

the in~0rmation? 

r.. Yes . Ir. my force , which rem~ined under 

: , ·:nl1yan FO"/ administration , the fieure~ were always 

sent t o the htadquartrrs of the Japanese at Changi 

Camp ~or on~ard trnnsmission to Tokyo as previously . 

As rq~ard s the- otl:cr par tics in Si am , Vlhich were 

undL r thr. Sinm PO'"/ ar1ministrat i on , the ir fi{?ur es "Jer e 

siritl 1rl y r ep or tcd , ns th r- y occurred , t o the : ·a j or 

Gener al ' s headquarte rs Rt Tarso , Siam. One copy was 

~or··:arded by ;.;ajor r.ene.rql SASSA to the headquarters 
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o~ th~ r a1 a~ ministr ~tion in mokyo. 

1 .. ior e the pnr ticulnr !"" as finally sent for-

\ 
/ 1 ::o . In t-hr many hundre:d;, of C1.ses · here 

~c r port0~ th£ C1.us ~ of death as dysrntcry , the 

L• list:~ ·:\ .. ::'• r e turn( d t o U'3 , and :1c we T' <' compcll t::d by 

-I h~ cause of death to diarrhea . 

~ ~ , I r ml mb r protc~tin~ ovrr that point myself , and the 

? ~~~~ci fro~ tht J~panosc office r ~as th ~t , unless 

t 1 ::;•tel" ·1l t .... ~ ~t i on \·:as r..ndr , "- h r li st-- ,.,oulCI no·.: be 

' " Did they (Xplnin why thr y wanted th~t 

t; pa~ticular al trr1.~ i on? 

I . A Ye ~ . ~hr J~pnn~se medical officer of F 

1. force -- i am quotinry i t wronply . The Japanese 

:"' • i11t c rprc t E"" r o:: ;. force , v:hrn ask( d about t his by 

• m· , said it •::~s th· 0~dtrs of the J ap'.lnc s<. medical 

L of :"ice r o~ F force . ::E" s1.id tha t in thr Japane sc Army 1 

l , it ~1.s r e garde~ 3S 1. di s rracr to the ad ministration 

~ ~nd to the ~cdic~l SLrvices if men in t heir charfe 

: di ed of in:"'e ctious discqscs . 

Ii ~-o, ·: , in addition to t he prisoners of \'.1a r , 

·~ r~ th~ r( lar~· nu~bl r s or laborer s of various 

h Si a tic r aces ~ mploy1 d on th~ r ailway? 

Vc ~y l~r ec numbe r s ; nt l t ast t~icc and 

-- -- . ·--. 
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i:robnbly thrc c time s as m::iny ns the r e v.1crc. prisoners 

')f · .1.r . 

~ Did you , yoursr lf , ~hil~ you w~ rc ther e , 

h~vr frequ( nt contact wi th thtm? 

A Fr \ qur. nt contnct . Our cnmps were side by 

side , '.lnd our men -.1c r c ·.1orking •:;1th them • 

... hat r~ce s did they chiefly bE. long to? 

A The majority were Southt. rn Indians, mainly 

'J T· ~ils . There ·:er\.. al so 1. l::trrc number of Burmese , 

I : 

I I 

some !F.nl ~.ys, nnd a few Chine SL . 

(' 
l Any Siamese ? 

A I ncvt r met ~ny in my nr cn , but I undcr ­

stnnd thcr 0 Ticr c some on t he extreme sides. 

~ Did you r~ cc iVl r eports from those whom 

you met about the C')ndi t ions under \'Jhich thc.y had 

come thc. !'c , th~ conditions under '.'1hich they wer e 

'.'1orking? 

A Fr equent r Gports , and in F force there Tiere 

m'lny Enrlishr.lcn \'.rho spoke r:.., l ay and Tamil • 

Q ... hnt ··ms the c;ff cct of their r eports? 

A 'i'hc picture \'JC 3ot ·.ms that t ens of thous­

ands of them had been r c cruit~ d in Singapore and 

Unl nya . ~~o ~oys w~re normnl ly employed for r r cruit-

ing them: One was to promise the city dwellers , par­

ticularly , good food and good t r catmGnt , and allow-
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:ncr5 for t~ ir families if they , thrmsc lvcs , went 

to nork in otht r to\ms , on nnt1-mnl aria work , and 

so on . ~he Sf cond method , pnrticul3rly in the 

coun:1•y districts of Mnlay'l , 1ms s imply conscription. 

They wcr ... rounded up from rur ul s t ntes and tin mi nes 

and placed on the trains , often without oppor tunity 

o' ~;yinr goodby( to their f'lmiliGs . In all cases , 

th• y had be en tnkl n by train t o Banpong and thc: ncc 

hr~d •:mlkcd i n '"o t he ,junrl< . 

Q Fr om ·.;ha t the. y told you and from what you 

SP~ yourst lf , would you say thit the i r conditions 

~trL bc t tL r or ~orsc th 'ln those of t he prisoners of 
i.·1;r? 

A They i1cr c "1or sc . 

Q Since the end of the ~ar , has the war crimes 

orvaniz'l tion in Southcnst Asia been invest i gating , 

tryi ng to asccrtnin the full numbers of casualties 

amonr,st t h:sc As i atic l~borcr s) 

Yc.s , in Burm:i , Si am , and l!al aya f or the 

l ast ycqr • 

' .. 
.. , h:i t is the be ~t c ::;tima tc you can gi v 0 us? 

'i'b: 11su~lly 3<'cepte?~ c.> sti mate is one hundred 

f ifty thousnnd Asi atic l abor ers of r1hom one hundred 

thous~nd died . I think you can t 1kc s i xty thousand 

deaths a~ prov8d and certn i n . The exact f i gure s are 
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r.ioft di fficult to obt'lin b0c'lusc t he J 'lp'lncsc appc'lr 

to h'lV t t.rcpt no r e cords ·.:h'l t c. vc r . 

... Nor: , ·.1ill you describe. to us your pe r s onal 

·. <.Ypcr i • nccs ·:ith F force . Bcpin at t he. bcrinning . 

.. 
" 

11 

Hf'I·: di d t h'"' ord rs come for F force: to start? 

A ~he orders w6re first r Fc t ivcd in April , 

1943 by Colon€1 Holmes in Ch~ngi Camp from the head­

qn-: r t<..rs of ;;:,- jor Gen c r -il ARHillRA at Ch~ngi • 

'l 

A 

Ho~ m~ny ~c~c r equired for t he party? 

Seve n thous and . 

Di d you per sonally i nt c. rview anybody -- any 

r. ! np1-mf sc 0fficor ::ibout the nrr1nP" E. mcnts? 

A Ye s . I paid t~o officia l visits to Gene r al 

r • f,Rr;.:U:lA ' s hc~dqu.,_rtG r s , once by myself and once \111 th 

Colone l H'lrri s , the comffiandcr of F force . 

I ( Tell u s -- describe the interview. 

I ~as told by Col on0l ~olmcs to explain that 

1 ~.. the. r e '..'t. r e; not sc ve: n thous :ind f it mc.n in Changi ; th( 

11 r.io s t \.'C could r a ise \'1ould be five thousand men; and , 

1 of the zc , :il l had bce:n ·;mnkencd by malnutrition dur -

! ing the past year, and some vc r e conval escent • 

• : 1 ri~~ j or Gc.ne r e.l hRU~A ' s headquar t e r s v.rerc 

1 most r 0-: ssuring about it all . 1'/c 1:1crc officially told 

~- · t hat ~6 must t ~kt two thous nnd unfit men whom the 

2' J ~pancsa a greed to cl~ssify as non- walking sick. I 

--' 
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~~~ toln th~ t t hr ~olc r 0r ron ~or t he move was t h ~t 

tht food s i t u"l tion ~ms rr t t i np diff i cult on Sinr:.i­

porc I Jl and; we we. r e· not poinr to v•orkinf camps but 

to h~ alth C"lmps ; it was '1 nice pl ~ cc in the mount ­

"lins , ~nd none of tht ~on would be r equired to l eave 

v the ir htalth camps to ··1ork ; the mo~ t th:' t \ 'I I".! should 

.. ... 

9 

I .. 

l ! 

I:' 

.. 
· ~ 

I 

I 

·~ 

. 
' I 

' 

bL required to do would be to look ~fte r oursr lvcs 

~nd do nece ssary work ins i de th ... camp; it ·10uld be 

in the bG: t in tc r c3t s of th~ s1ck mr n to t ake th( m 

because th~ y ~ould have 1 bette r ch~ncc of r r cowr-

ing in these health ca mps then if they rc m~inc d in 

Ch" ngi, as the food ''''15 short . 

I 3trc sscd again and ar~in the physical 

condi t ion of these men and supported my statement 

~ith written documents from the medical officer s --

our own medic31 off icc r r . I ~~s promi sed that ther e 

would be no aarching ··1ha t cvcr . Afte r the first train 

1~ parties had l eft , I was c ill~d '1P~in by the Japanese 

and told that ther e might be a short march of f ifteen 

mile s . Colonel Harris ~nd I prote s t ed at this br each 

of thc: ir prE: vious promi sen , nnd we wer e told tha t any 

r eally sick men nould be t aken in l orri es and cvcry­

one ' s baggage would be carri ed , and the whol e d~y 

would ~e alloncd for covering t he di s t ance . I sa id , 

: "!,!any of the se men c:innot wnlk fifteen yards , l e t 

-- I 

·=--
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1lonc1 .i"'iftcr n mil (J!..i "; i nd G1 nc. r nl :\R P:tJR \ ' s hcnd -

qu1rtcrs snid , "In th::i t c'.lsl: , you h"'V• our pi' Omis• ' 

th:it thl y •.1111 h.r c·~rri 1 cJ by truck . " 

~ 'h~t \/e r e you told by th .. m 1bout thl 

conoi tions i nside t hl c1mp •:1hc n you rot the r e ? 

A I ":as only told there. we r e big , l"rrrc 

comfort1bl~ huts ther e • 

-·I 
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Parris ·:r~o ·::r1s corr!"'ar.rl1nr 0r.r> r-·ut C'f thP prorosPd 

"'"!'C" . 'hs ti--at th0 Br1.tlsh or the Au~tralian 

A 3oth the Br1.t1~h and th0 Austral ian . It 

~~s a small forcP hAadruarters r Pco pnized hy thP 

JananPse corsisting of Lieutenant Colnnel i~rris, 

t~rPe ctter Lieutenant Colon~ls and mysPlf . 

Q '.'/as thPrP an Australian offtc~r ar.:cnest 

the LieutPnant ColonPls th1t y~u have ~ roken of? 

I want to f'et th names to l lnk up "'i th oth~r Pvi.dence . 

A I:o t tn the little force he~Hlouarters itself , 

but "Ji.. th the Apstralians was their o·:m sel"'ior of~icer , 

Lieutenant Colonel Kapoe . 

c ~av~ vou t old us all about the promises 

tr-at 'JJer~ m·lde to vou by GPneral .tt!Ui':'CRn 1 s staff 

about this exnedjtlon? 

A All t~at I have in my mind at tr.e ~oment . 

Q Yes . Did you s t ert--Did the forcP start by 

t r a i.r." 

A Yes . ~e left in ~hirteen succes sive train 

parties , on t hi rt0en succes sive n i.p ht~;, about five 

hu ndred stront:7 each . 

r. •:fr. at ·:Jere the cond i. ti0n s in the train ride? 
A .. , .e traveled in roofed steel box <'ars , 
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. --- _. ____________ -
normally usPd f or carryin~ rice, twPnty-seven mPn to 

a car sitting cross-lefped on th~ floor . The journey 

took four days and four ni,hts from Singapore to 

Banpong. 

Q ''Iha t 1vere the food and wn. ter supplies like 

on the .1o\.frnev? 

A ~he food consisted of rjce and thin vege­

table stew in some~hat inadequat~ auantities . In 

my own train we had no food or water for the last 

twenty-four hours, but I persuaded t he en~ine driver 

to give rne a few buckets of water out of hi s engine. 

Q '''ere there any sanitary accommodat ions at all? 

A Absolutely none . We u~ed the tracks at halts, 

wh~ch had alreaay been very badly fouled by previous 

train rides. As we had to eat at these halts , the 

flies were rather a serious mPnace . 

Q '~en your tra in arrived in Banpong ,tell me 

what happened then? 

A ~e ~e~e marched from the tra in fo r a distance 

of about two miles to a so- called staging camp. We 

had been oraered by the Japanese to take fifty-seven 

lorry loads cf baggage with our force , incl uding all 

ou .. • heavy cooking gear and eou ~ment for a four hundred 

bed hos pital . 

Q '!!hat became of the heavy bar.gage? 

- . ------ ·--
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A A 11 t 1· i,. h<" ivy oqu 1 pm en t "' s stacked by 

order of the JananPse in an unruarded dump on a 

r1Pce 0r ryastPlnnd rP1 r thP rnilway stat i on . We 

~A~ t~o boxcars full on My tra i n , including t wo 

p1anos w~·ch the JapanesP had told us to take , a lso 

t··10 he1v~r PlPctri<' l 1r~ting sets ar.d a good many 

l"'li lr>s of electric "'li re . All t":i~ •"'as s t aclred on the 

r'lumr bv crdnrs "' f t!"P Japanese and I sa'll a number of 

Japar.esP a~d Siamese lootine the dump as fast as we 

P'J t 01
·" st1.+'f on to it . 

Q "J!1a .. became c-r !:hat rr.atc:-i.al jn th(' end? 

A ExcPrt for small quantities of drugs whtc h 

we get rer~ission to take ffom th~ t dump ar.d c ~ rry 

~1th us into the junele by hand , thP whole of our 

r~avv sup~lies rPmain0d at Banoonp for the next eieht 

months . ··1b"n ".1e C;!ll'I? bacv rrom the jungle in NovPmber, 

we got permi ssion to po to Banpong and recover as much 

of ; t as ·:1e could . Hos t of the valuables had a ts -

apt 0 :- e-d . 

Q ""ias t""i s material wh5 ch had been supplied 

by the Japanese , or was it your own -- this heavy 

baggage? 

A At least n~ne ty-nine percent of it was cur 

''/ell no .. , , wherP did you a~d your ~en spPnd 

I 
---· --- -- _ ... ___ 4 ___ -- - -· 
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train? 

A ~P WP~t into n so- cnll"d s t ag ing camp a t 

t~0 Pn tr~nce of wh 'ch wi s a notice in Engli~h , 

"Instru<'tjons to Cooli. ~s anci Pr isoners of 'lla r . 11 

( uo~ far was it -- How far di d ycu have to 

ma:-ch to it? 

ii About b m !'lilc>s . 

5,451 

Q .~:.cl ···!1'.lt ··1as its C'V" dition 1.•;hon you pot there? 

lfr . Carr . ' "ie '!l'i 11 adjourn nov1 f or fi. f t Pen minutes . 

( "fh~r0u pon , at 104 5, a r~cess VJas takc>n 

until 1100, after ~h 1ch the pr ocPedings were 

rPsumad as follows) : 

--·------ _, 
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ri.R~rlf,L OF TI :E COURT : The Tribunal is 

d n()·, r csurr.ed . 
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THE PPES IDI:,NT : I.:r . Cornyns Carr . 

I~ . COI~NS CAR? : Ecf or e I proceed further , 

I should forrr.ally t ender the rr.ap, pros ecu tion ' s 

document ro . 6525, in evidence . 

THE PRES!Di:J 'T : ndrni tted on the usua l terms . 

CLERK O!=' Tiil:. COl1- T : Prosecution 's document 

r;o . 6525 ·;:ill r eceive exhibit r:o . 472 . 

('''hereupon , prose cu ti on ' s exhibit 

ro . 472 r:as r eceiv ed in evidence . ) 

DIT,ECT EX!.: I IJ;.TION (Continued) 

BY I :R . COI.:YNS CJ..RR : 

Q I was asking you e.bou t the s tat e of the 

ca~p to wt ich you were marched . 

It ~as in a v er y dirty s tate, havi ng prev-

iC"lus ly been used, a s you ar e i nformed by many thou-

s3nds of I.s iatic laborers who had previously passed 

through 1 t. Ti1e accornrr.oda t ions consisted of very 

l ar ge palm l eaf roofs r esting on the ground . There 

21 \';as r oom fo r the men on the bare p,round under the 

22 roofs . 

23 Q Then did you learn how you viould have to 

24 rn1ke the next part of the journey? 

25 Yes, I l earned from the Aus trali ans in 
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'I rnin Party 1;0 . 6, \tho wer e about to leave the 

carrp on foot, that every man had to cover an un­

specifi ed distance on foot. The previous five train 

oarties of about 2 , 500 Aus tralians had already left 

on the fi ve prcvi C'us days by road for an unknown 

destination . 

Q 

' .. 
1
'1ha t did you do? 

I ner.t ·;1i th Li etenant Colonel Har ris to the 

of fi ee of a J apanes e officer of the r.:alayan POW 

hdreini str ation. 1·e made a very strong protest t o 

him, r emi nd ing of tr.e promises wh ich had been made 

befor e \'le started by I~l a jor General ARIMURA . He said 

the march could not be hel ped , as t here was no trans­

port , but he vJould not t ell us how far t he men had 

go t to gc. 

Q Actually , how fa r did you have to march nith 

your force? 

A Tv10 hundred miles in t wo and one -half weeks . 

Q 1"her e to? 

A From Banpong to Niki Niki, 276 kilomarks, 

and a large part of t he rr.e n had to march to Songkrai, 

287 miles , or to an unmarked camp right on the Thr ee 

Pagodas Pass , just t o the nor th . 

Q "'ere the mon in a f i t condition to do t his 

rr.arch? 
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~peakin~ of an infantry soldier, it \/Ould 

lave bee n an arduous march for fit troops , tho condi ­

tinns bc.ing tt.r.1 t from Kanchanburi, the 50- kilor mark, 

up t o tt.o Three:. Pagodas Pass, \':e were marchi ng by 

rourh junrle tracks ove r mountainous country ; and 

4:t:c rr.arching ·,1cs in fift een night s tagcs -- no day 

rn -ircliing . Corr.hat as v:e \'Jere, with not only '..i th all 

t i.o baggage wo could carry, but with 2 ,000 non- walki ng 

a sick , it ~as a very sever e ordeal . All the fitter 

10 rrr n r.ad to help tho sick along \''i th arms around their 

11 shoulders; and in the VTorser cases \'le t ad to car ry 

l "' the sickest rcn for 200 miles on improvised str etcher s . 

l~ Tho monsoon r nins broke i n the middle of the march , 

14 3nd the los t six stages wer e done in pi tch darkness in 

15 torrential rai~ and through knee- deep mud . 

Q "'er e you , yours C'.: lf , Sfnt on by the Japanese 

17 officer wi th Li eutenant Colone l Harris and others 

le to prospect tr.is rr. arch -- to go on ahead? 

19 

~l 

!. Yes , by orders of the J apanese officer, we 

~ere sent to Tasoa by truck at the 124 mark on the 

l eft 0f the river, \.ith order ~ to establish the POV/ 

2~ t!c :idquar ters t he r e . 

23 Q The n did you find the headquarters of a 

24 Japanese prisoner of war organizati on? 

25 Yes , it was the headquar t er s ~f the 

, 
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Japane s e r: ~: ~ G n~ r : l who was G. 0 . C . ,Pl'i soners 

of \'Jor, Siam . I \lent there \'!i th Col onel Harris as 

soon as ~e arrived, and we tried to sec tte Japanese 

General . ,.,e were not allO\H~d to get oast ti.ie Japanese: 

ci vilinn interpr e t er , who sa id tr at F Force , our party, 

'!'tis under the cortrol of the G. o. c. , Prisoner s of 

'''ar l 1 y , .. a a a . 

Q Gener ally socakin~, was ttis divi sion of 

r esponsibility a thing \':hich r esult ed jn conditions 

being better or worse? 

A '"ell , I consider that this divis i on of 

r esponsibility, which amounted to an evas i on of 

responsibility by both of the Jnpunese Gener als , 

aggr avated our c onditions during the succeeding 

months . 

Q Did you tht. n go to the i~ taging Camp at 

Tarsoe? 

11. Yes, it was the only one of the fifteen 

staging camps that I saw v1here any head cover was 

provided for any of the men during the dayti~c , 

about four srr.all tents be t\·1ccn five hundred men . 

Q 1.''hom did you find tberc , and in what state? 

h I found t here the first Australian mar ching 

party about to loave thnt night , having a r rived the 

same morning . i1:os t of them wer e drawn up on the far 

, 
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s ide of the r oad , r eady to rrnrch . l bout t wen ty of 

them who wer e obvious l y qui t e i ncapable of mar ch i ng 

wer e si t ting on tLe grass -- on t he camp side of the 

~ nad . The Japanes e corpor al in ct:argo of the stag­

ing camp was pull i ng the se men to t he i r fee t and 

hi tti ng t hGm with a bamboo s t i c k. If t he ~en could 

limp or s t aggc. r a pace or t\·10 , t l.ey \'1er e s truck on 

the. back with a s tick and SL nt acros s the r oad t o 

j oin t he ma r ching party . I s aw a rran show i ng a 

lar ge ul cer on hi s l eg to U.e J ap::mcs e corpor a l . The 

Japanes e cor por a l kicked i t . 

Q Did you succeed i n prev~nting t hat be: ha vi or 

of the J apanese corpor a l ? 

A I told him wha t I t hought of him, and t he 

r es t of t he: sick men wer e s e:nt back to the camp . 

Q , .. hen t he n(. xt oa r ty ar r i vcd, di d you have a 

dis cussi on wi th r .. a j or Bruce Hunt, ;.ustralian medical 
of f icer ? 

h The next par ty of Austr a l i ans arr ived the 

fol lowi ng mor ning . I a t once saw t.ia j or Bruce Hunt , 

of t he ~us tral ian hr my ~cdical Service -- Lled ical 

Corps , and I made a pl an with him . I n accor danc e 

with this I t ook fi fty of t ho se s ick l ustralians 

t wo milGs away t o tte headquarter s of t ho J apane s e 

Gener a l . I told t he J apanese corpor al to come t oo , 

5,456 
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and he did . I par aded these fifty _~c n in front of 

a Japanese medical officer. He gav~ them some 

rredical tr ea tment, narticulnrly tte blister s end 

the sore feet, and agreed that ttirty- six of them 

sh~uld not rn rch that night . h t wy sugges tion he 

g~vc this A q an order t o ttc J apanes e corporal . I 

particularly poi nted out to him nn Australian chap­

lain who Lad a weak hE;art, ·:nd he was included in 

the thirty-six. I then took the fifty men back to 

the camp c.nd found on arrival tha t the J a panese 

corooral was giving i nstructions t ha t only fourteen 

should stay behind thr. t night instead of thirty-six . 

Q I think we can shorten this part of the 

matter, Colonel Vtild, a bit . V'i l l you summarize the 

r eme i nder of what happened nbout thi s? 

A After r eporting ttis again to tte Japanese 

med ical officer, he i s sued an ord er in writi ng to 

his own sergeant c:ajor that t he thirty- s ix men 

should stay . This vms given to the corporal . At 

?0 the parade t hat night the corpora l sent back four-

21 te0n of the men into the camp and ordered the other 

22 twE::nty-two to rr.a rch . I objected t o thi s , nnd I was 

23 beaten up with bamboos by the corporal ond fi ve of 

211- his men . !.~ajor Bruce Hunt got in front of me and 

25 held up his P ~rJ Cross ar m bnnd . He was he 

, 
I 
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diverted tt~ fir e , ond tad a broken finger on his 

hand as a r esult . By t his time the twenty- two men 

wer1.; calling out , "We nr e not going to see our offi­

cers treat ed like t his ," and voluntarily crossed 

the r oad to the marc~ing party . Thr ee of them wer e 

carried back a f ew minutes nfter they had left, 

having collapsed, and t he :.ustralic.n chapl ai n died 

at the r.cx t camp . 

5,458 
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Q Dj d you fO on about th.; 4t:1 of :1ay to 

Konquita ~ taginr Camp~ 

h Yes, I did , ond found e party of Australians 

there . 

Q ~/hich distance is that , wl ich kilometer stage? 

/.. 257 . 

Q ~ha t did you find the conditions t he re? 

I f ound that the Au~ trnlian mc:rching r•arty 

\."as accomoda t ed within a few y.:irds of huts in ·:1hich 

& large nur..bcr of Asiatic: l ea borers i:er e dying f r om 

cholera . The ?r ound of the s taging camp wc:s badly 

fouled with feces from these unfortunote people and 

the air wes full of flies . I w~s tnld by e~ Aus t r a ­

lian officer there t h£t ~e had eskcd the Japanese 

engineers for tools to cleen ur the c~ mp , He was 

cont~mptuously told to use his hands . 

Q The sa~e even ing did you ~ rrive at Lower 

iaki Camp? 

A ~iki ~iki , 276 . 

Q Did you PO with Colonel Harr i s to see anybody 

there ' 

Yes, I r1ent with Col -:>nel ~irr :- is cind saw 

Lieutenant Colonel 3 M!i:O , the Ja!'anese comrr.ander of 

F Force . Colonel !iarris descr .i.bed the ~i tuat ion at 

the staging ccmp a t Konquita and said , "You must either 
-------- ... -.. ---- ------ -

-
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1 stop t he ~arch or by pasn fonq~it& . lf y0u dnn't , we 

will htve a violent outbreak of c~olrra in all our 

c ::.m~s \'.'i thj n <:i week . 11 This was not done and every one 

( o~ ~hF fjfteen marchine p~rtics had at least twelve or 

• 1 t~cnty-four hours in Konquita . 

Q lid t .is Col one l BANNS thEt you have s~oken 

-
' of r rrr Psent the pri ~onc r of wnr ~cministrc•ton ' r the 

arwy side? 

( , i. 

l ' of ::al ttya ~!~.t i ~um:. t r a . 

l. 

. . I 
'· I 

I 
l I 

l ~ 

1(· 

f"1 I 

... I 
1. 

I 
1 ~ I 
. 

. ., I I 
~ I 
~ - I 
,.. -
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~ Lid y- u rPceive a r erort fr ~~ an Australian 

med ical officer shortl y art~rwErdr~ 

! A few evenings later the ~ustral ian medical 

officer in Lower :!iki , or iJ iki Niki Cn:np , tol d me that 

he had diagnosed the fir st ct>se of chol era . , .. ithin a 

fortnight cholera had broken out practicall y simul­

taneously in the six working camt'ls nnd we had 1500 

cases of it . 

Q Did the Japanese provide nny medical sun~lies 

for dealing \'/ith it eith;.- r for you in your camps or 

for the Asiatic laborers~ 

A ~ e were ~iven chol era i n jections and Col onel 

Bhi iNO supolied one Fl it spray nnd a sack of chl oride 

of l i me . · e , ourselves , hnd one cholera box which we 

had brought by road for the six camps but we wer e not 
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1 allow0 d to ~o much fro:n ')n c <'l '":P t o ~ othr r • 
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Q · 'hc- t 6id you do'. 

h. ',;p made hollow n£'ealcs from splinters of bemboo 

<md ·:.re joi'1od t11cm by the rubbe r from doctors steth-

c.scopcs to c- b[Jrnboo contc in r- r . '"c then made a mixture 

of s trecr:-. wGtcr end common t rble sult . 1!/e warmed it 

to blooci he <: t, '.nr< "i th t 'lis D orar ;:i t us we used to go 

up (;nd do·::n t. h c; line of cholern ~r.tients N ttinp t he 

r .. ixturc into t~r- vc in ~- n the bond of their a rm . ·1·e 

segrc g~ted l \ r?0nc= if he w~n· d o~n ~ith chol~ra i nd 

fit ffien too~ tu~ns in look inp after them . 

~ How many chole ra cases ~id y~u h&ve all 

I 
I together
1 

during t hst outbreak? 

A l.bout 1500 . 

~ iUld about ho\'/ many did you manage to sc:ve by 

these methods ? 

A J'..bout 700 . 

Q Now, you hrve d e scribed to me. ct Singapor e 

how the working psrti ts were ~ emandcd by ~he a rmy and 

made up by the Fr i soner of Wn r Ad~ini st ration . 

it the serne way on the railwe y~ 

A Exactly t he sem0 . 

, .. 
• c; s 

I 

··ho v1e r e the people who were ma!r.ing t he demands?! 
I 

A The r Gf imcnt of roilwuy e.nPine er s who were 

r esponsib le f or the construction of the line , Fifth 
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and r:in t h . 

~ tnd describe e0nc r ol ly the rc s~ lt s wi th r e­

rrr t o tt0 tyre of m~n who Wl r c made t o work and t he 

.. ur s tri<:.y ·::c:r<" :r.rdc to r10rk . 

A Sick men wr r c invarin~ly mrdc to wor k owing 

to t he ~xorbitant dcmrnas th~t were m~dc for l abor . 

~~lcr ia ~cs not occcrtcd os ~n excust f or not ·urk ing 

unl es s t .,.a !'-t it:nt rctut 11:' ·:;".s in ,.. r i Por . 

r< , nd ~·:: +-l-) r r P.-rd to the !:o~rs of ·::ork? 

5,462 

: T!'-1c- ho•Jr" of worY. \'I .. r frcr.: be for ( fi r s t light 

un til eftc r arrk , tnd in my ccmps there ~ere a ln r~e 

number of me:n who had llt c r c: l l y not sr ·"'n their c~np· s 

in dc:i yl i pht for mnny \'IC< !rn . I r emr n.ber one occas ion 

wh0n the men ckmc beck f r om wor k c t 2 : 30 i n the morn­

in~ r nC. ··:e; r c p2 r adcd for ·::or k afain ct 6 o ' clock t he 

same mor ning . /, t t~[' t t ir.:c 1· 1 .. c ·~·ork consisted of pile 

dr ivin~ in a swol 'en st rc~m . 

I n ~~ich ccm~s did you cr r sonallv see thi s 

str-ic J f affair s ~ 

" In 1:i~ i Niki Carr.i) , in IHY:i itsel f , in t he 

three Sonkur c. i c -mps v:hich e r e not cle~rly r.i::> r ked her e; . 

: 3 . :..os;.r : ·:1c. not ice , i f Y"'\'lr tionor please, 

+ha t the witnt s s i s r ecently r cf .r r i ng t0 some docu­

rnent . ·re. '::ot·.J d like to ki)ow t hc. documt nt t o which he 

i s r ef er r i ng . 

.. 



' 

·::ILD DI~ CT 

Q !i[.V :fO\' lll n rr f C' r " inr-: t (J c. ny document , 

Col onel? 

J.. rot t:1~, • I rl c c. 11 . I ::.M r e f <. r ring to my own 

·.. r .. c~.ory 

l '' 

Ti~. 1 :-l\SIDEin : ·,·1c11 , •·.rhr t is th'' t pape r 

on t h 1 cdrc. of thr wi tnc s... box': 

sir , ~:ith ~·; .ic:i I ·.:cs su:-..-J i 1,;d ·:11th D copy jus t bc f or C' 

r f CCSS . 

I hr.v. r L. G:I \;' tc~.ing him 

closely ar:d t r:- t is t' c. f')nly docmr rit I i"~ v c. sc . n him 

ht:.nd lr . 

~ · :r.r t occurred •.•:i t.h r q.!Drd to t he monsoon 

r=ins et t h 's tiM~? 

h The monsoon r~i~s br oke rbout t~c 7th of 

I.:uy C!~ri it rr.incd almos t ·.:ithout C'£ ssntjon until the 

begi~ning of Octob~ r . 

Q c-s th~ t be f ore Y"'U hrd co!::-:-- l l tcd t:'w mar ch, 

or t> ft (; r ? 

L :h~ fir st six t r e in ro r tics , t~t ~ustral1ans , 

ht.d for tunntcly comPl t cd t~c ~- rch be f or e th : r rins 

brokE: , but t :--.c British troops , w!':o follO\'JGd them , had 

to do fr om t hr c c. t o t en n1g~1t IT!<" r chcs t hr 0u1?h thr, 

tropic c> l r~ins . 

( · hr t vms the result'" 

·- -- -· 
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I T~c r rsult v~ s thet 1 vc.n mln ~ho hFd st~rteC 

r ccsontblo fit ~L rc brokc.n in hc~lth before they 

r cnchLd t he ir crmps , largely Lc couse th~ best of them 

killc.c~ t he:nscl vc s lool-:in~ aftLr the ir fri ends . 

5, 464 

0 ·b~t ~ere t he conditions et the steging cemps 

,.,.h~re t r.c. y hc:id to !'it'1p, unclcr t:111s rein? 

h They mndc the mse lves littl e shelt t rs of 

l~cvc s or groun~ sh~cts, if t hey hrd them , and some-

t imes they VJ E: r c tr.kcm out for .. ,orking porti fo s by the 

Japanese durine the day . 

~ '}!as <:ny cove r provided by the Ja l'Jencse in rny 

building \! ith cover or ony sort? 

A ht Tusoa Ccmp ther e v;~rc c f ew small t ents , 

but otherwise I do not r emember cny eovc. r e t ony of 

the stc. ging cemps except, of course , for the Je ~anese 

guards • 

Q "1h2t ;·1erC; the food r nd drinking conditions at 

these camps 'i 

THE F3fSIDI rT : ~·~c a r c rbout to br eak new 

ground no\'/ , :Jr. C<:! rr. Vic will £>d jou rn until half pDst 

one . 

(~hereupon, nt 1200 , a r ecess wes taken . ) 

- --- ---·-----·--I 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

The Tribunal met , pursuant to recess, at 

l 
~3FtJI'Y IJARSHAL OF THE COURT : The International 

f.iilitar.v Tribuna l for the Far East is nov1 resumed . 

T~ Prl3SIDStT : Mr . Comyns Carr. 

--------
C Y n I L DALRYMPLE VI I L D, 

called as a ·vitness on behalf of the orosecu-

tion , resumed the stanc and testified as follows: 

IHRL:CT EXAMINATION (Continued) 

BY t.!R . cmLYNS CARR : 

Q Colonel Wild , did you personally spend var i ous 

periods of time in the camps , in each of the camps that 1 

you have mentioned'? 

A I was stationed for periods of time in Lower 

Niki Niki , ~nd Songkrei camps , and I liaised from 

Songkrei to Lmver Songkrei and Upper Songkrei camps . 

~ In your capacity as Lieutenant Colonel Sarris' 

staff officer , ~id you al so have conmunications , 

~ritten and oral, ~ith the senior Allied officers in 

those var ious ca~ps? 

A Yes, I saw those officers or read their r eports ! 

alrrnys . 

Wha t opportunities of contac t did you have with 

I 
I 

·------' 

... - -
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the J apanese curing the time you 'llere on the railway? 

2 A I was in frequent contact with Lieu~enant 

3 Colonel BANI:O, the commanaer of F Force , and had 

4 dni ly contact \'Ji th the J apAnese commanders of the 

~ camps nher e I happened to be sta tioned . I was also 

G in continual contact with the guar ds . 

' . And what about the J op"nese r ail \'1ay engineers 

M who were i n cnarge of the work? 
I 

1 j A I saw them l ess oft en; but I had to liaise 

c· r1ith engineer officers and al s o st op trouble caused 

:1 by the engineers themselves . 

12 Substantially, was ther J any difference between 
13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 

l3 

24 

l ) 

the living conditions ana t r eatment of nr isoner s of 

war in these var ious camps? 

A 

Q 

A 

None. 

11111 you describe one of therr. as an exampl e? 

When I ent er ed Songkrc i cam9 on t he third of 

August 1943 , I went f i r st to a very l arge hut accommo­

dating a~out 700 men. The hut W9s of the usual pat-

tern . On each sice of an c arthen gangway there was 

a 12- foot wide sleeping platform made of split bamboo . 

The roof was inadequately made with an insufficient 

quantity of palm l ea ves which l et the rein through . 

almost everywherq . There wer e no walls , and a stream 

of water w~s running low~ the e~rth3n gangway. The 
I ____ , 
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,-
fram~work of t h0 hut w,s b"mboo tiod \lith creeper . 

In t:11s nut th.Jr e were 700 siclc men . They 

~ere lying t wo d0ep alone each side of t he hut on tho 

split bnmboo ~latform . Their bodios ·~ere touching one 

._ anot her do-.m the v1holc l~ng th of the hut . They wore 

r. all very thin and pr "'ctically naked . In th~ middle of 

the hut Her o about 1 5'0 men suf f crine from tropical 
. .. ulcer s . Tiwsc commonly stripped the whol e of the 

'' flesh from a man ' s l eg from th :? kn.::...: t o th<J ankle . 

There was an al most ov~rwhclming smell of putrcf~ction . 

II The only dressings av~ ilabl J w0r e b3n~na l eaves tied 

I ) arounC. with puttees , anG t i'w only medic inn was hot 

I I 

Vi 

I 6 

,-

I '' 

JI' 

20 

2 

2. 

2 

... 
' · I 

25 

water . Ther 2 \1as another hut furt h.:? r up the hill of 

simil ar design in which so-c1lleC. fit men wer e kept , 

ond ona well- r oof ed and better construct~d hut occupied 

bv the J apanese gu~rds . 

( Was any bedd i ng s uppl ied? 

A Kone whatcv~r . 

Cl "i/hat cid th ~y heve to cover t hem from the r ain? 

A ~h0n wa fir s t cntor ed thesa working camps 

none of them w~ro roofed a t ~ 11 for tha fir s t f ew neeks . 1 

Tho monsoon ha6 alr eady broken, nnd during those weeks 

the m0n had nothing whateve r to cove r themselves from 

the rain cxcapt banana l eavos . If thuy wer e strong 

enough each man cut n coupl n of bnnana l eaves and put 

. -:_._---:..-

•' 
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~e~ over his o~n boay • 

.la~ ··ny r oofing mf.1..eri..,l ever r i=>ccived? 

I. In my o~n C'lmp -l which I w~s in command , 

Lo···er .\iki, •:10 f' ot a lorry loud of at'lp pal m, v1hich 

'. ·n!: 0ncugh to roof nn.lf the hut in v1hich the worst of 

I the sick ~·1ere lying . In Niki Comp no atop nalm was 

,.,v ,-.,-r- r eoeived , but r;e pot some rotten , leaking c'lnvas . 

In t~e oth0r four camps after n few weeks about enough 

9 nt· p ~~ lrr. ·;·~s ::; u1p l ied .. o r oof "'11 the huts vii th about 

t ::> h'llf t!.e :.:·.:ot.lnt th'\t l'J'lS necessary . Agnin , this aoes 

not '1 ''"'1l·r to the Jap3ncsc "'nc Korean guc.rds , •:1ho al;·mys 

h~0 a ~roper r oqf ove r them . 

I .. By U:e miC:dle of July 1943 , that is , ten weeks 

after :rou :1~d l eft Singapor e , wha t ·:1as the state of 

F i"orce ns :J. -. ·hole? 

A ~e had 1700 deaths by that time, and 700 men 

out of t he ?COO ~ere going out to work . Of these 700 , 

-.·1e 3ritish officer s considered th~t 350 shoul d have 

· be~~ lying d~!n sick . 

( Lie you m'lke : ny r eport on that matter to the 

A I re~orted those figures ~t that time to 

Lie~tenant Colonel 3An;;o . I n.l so r eminced him of the 

fa r e .1el l addres s given to us by the J3pc:>.nese officer 

1t Singapor e, ~hich ~"'s th'\t if De trustee to the 
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Imperial J apanese Army no harm would come t o us . 

Q How soon had you discovere~ that the promises 

you told us wer e made t o you in Singapor e were not 

golng to be fulfill ed? 

A Ther e was not a suggestion of it until we 

reached Banpong . 

By November 1943, seven months ~fter you had 

l eft Singapore , what was the sta te of the force? 

A Thr ee thousand men had di ed. 

Go ing for~ard a little , when you got back to 

11 Chcngi i n J anuar y 1944 , was t her e a medical inspection 

11 of the survivors conducted by the J apanese? 

j) I A Yes . Three thousand men \1ho hnd been given 

t -1 six weeks 1 r est aft er r oturning to Singapor e wer e exam­

') ined , ~ith me as interpret er , by t wo J apanese medical 

i6 officer s . They passed 125 men out of the whole lot as 

L7 fit for l ight duty . 

lS (l .. You have accounted for 6000 out of the 7000 . 

9 ·ifoa t had h~ppened to the other 1000? 

/(J A Rat her over 900 we had had to l eave in impro-

11 vised hospital s at Be.npong either as being too sick to 

l~ survive four days ' j ourney i n the tra in, or as medical 

Z1 nnc administrative per s onnel to l ook aft er them. 

Q Anl the other 100? 

A Well, 86 more died during th~t per iod . 

-· _____ _[ 
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Q Ho"1, dii y ou mnke any insoection or did 

2 you Move on the third of August , 1943 to Sonrkra1 

; Cnmp? 

A Yes , I d i d . 

You needn ' t give us t he renor~l desc·ipt i on 

of it bPcau se you he vc :ilrc 'ld '' told u s it ·.ms the 

s"la,c as the others . "Jhot h:id hoppenccl about dcnths 

in th:it camp , or ·:hnt di d h~ppcn ·ihi le you rmr e 

th< r e " 

In tha t hut o~ 700 m~n , 1hich I de scribed , 

270 di ed during August . 1(, ,000 ~on--- 1 , 600 mP- n had 

i • marched i nto Songkr ai Camp at the be e:inning of ;1ay , 

1943 , .:lnd 1 , 200 of them v:crc dcnd by November . I , 

myself, s tayed the r e unt i l NovEmbcr . 

! ~ 

.,. _ _, 

In September of th3t yea r , did you r eceive 

nn order from 3 J nponPse of r i cer nbout th3 t ca mp? 

I W3S told that as ~e ~0re pr c ventinF more 

th'.1n 200 r.!Cn f r om goinp ou t to ··mr!{ ench dny , we had 

eo t to evacun t e t he 1·1hole of tho t lonl! hut within 

:'our days . 

'2 · "hnt wns to happen t o t hP s ick nho '.~·ere st i ll 

there ? 

A 700 men were to be put out i nto the ,junr l e . 

Did he tol l you "1hy? 

A Be c '.1use the hu: •.1as goinl? t, o be filled up 
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~.o i th Asi '1 tic coolies , be cause th y could do the v1ork. 

Q "Ins t hat , in fact , done , or did you succeed 

in pr even ting it? 

A The Asi atic coolies did , in fact , arrive 

at t he time s t 3ted , but I 3Uccocdod in pr 0venting it . 

'l ·'ha t was t he \11ork "Jhi ch was supposed t o be 

done at this camp? 

A It consisted chiefly o~ building a hi~h 

l evel , heavy ti~ber bridge across a river gorge . 

Also , building the embankments nnd d i gping the cut­

tinr-s and approaches to it . 'l'hE: t i mber we f clle c1 and 

moved ourselve s . 

~ How many pri soners of ~ar died over that 

j ob? 

A I should say thct that br i dge cost a thousand 

British lives . 

Q Did you sec the ' . .'Orking parties lined up to 

f? O out? 

A 

peated . 

I did . 

Describe their condi t i on. 

·:1011 , every morninr the s~me scene; was r e­

In t he half li f ht , cbout 200 men rwuld be 

~i par aded in t h2 mud . None of them had more than a 

2• pair of shorts to wear , and some had kilts made of 

2" ! ki J 
1 

sac ng . Practice.lly none of them had boots . Most of 

-
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t l'l<'SC. •:1ho :1ncl not '.Jer e ·u-"furinP. f rom s\'lollcn- r cd 

tr 1 c h feet . 

Q ·'ere t h\. r r- "! l <> o men •1ork1.nr in a quarry? 

,\ Svr.1(.'i o f t;~E m .1ork• .. cl r e rul 1rly 111 a qunrr'' , 

nnd cu · fe e t ·lc1·0 '\ comr"On ~ourc c of trouble . 

'2 ··hat ··:ns the. rr .;ult of thL c u t f eet? 

A Unf'o1· tun "' t L ly, t '1(" o"' t ('n dcvr loprd into 

thr:.!>E: shocl:in t~·opic"l ulcc r s . 

A T:~'" y \Jr r e nc vc r contt nt , ~a t hey pc n E. r ally 

insis tt. d on rlbout thirty men from the hospi ':: l bcinr 

p~rQG\.d ~t t he same time for th0ir i nspection. 

l Did you m~~o ~ny prot es t about that? 

. ..;. Al .. "1ys , c''lily, most strongl y . 

! On your o· n "Ccoun t or on behalf of the 

~cdic~l officers? 

A Both . 

"t Ho·.· did th ... s ick mc.n , ·1h o wer e for c ;.-- d to go 

to "1ork, ;ct thc·r c. ? 

rl ':'hey ·'(rt car r i d tl1c r L 111 t h the ir ;ii ... ms 

' round t-.:o o!' th..: i r fri ends . 

'2 1 .'as the r e nnoth · r me thod bcsid c·s t hRt? 

A ~-nny of them used to pole the mse l ves a long 

-.:i th n lonr bacboo hc· l d in tno hnnds at the side . 

---­..... -

-- I 
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1 hey used to c:ill t hemselves "the Gondolier s ." 

·~s ~ny clothing r eceived f rom the Jap~n-

c~ dur ing this per iod? 

A .. ;e got a thousnnc pi eces of sacking and a 

n~··· 1.: .. suit of cotton dr~-wars. 

( Ho- / Y1;:J r e th0 ·. 1orking pnrties tr on ted by 

th') J;p;ncsc engineers? 

Th~y ·1er c drivon frou morning ' til night 

;-rithout pity. 

In uh~ t \'Jay? 

A ·:ith ... st ick, someti mes \'!1th lashes of 

,:J irc . 

Q '"h:l t happnncd to the prisoner of war 

officers? 

A They 3.l ':1ays accompanied even the smalles t 

n~rty of their men to ~ork , nnd it ~as their outy 

5,473 

to try ~n~ stft nl bet~cen their men ~nd the engineer s . 

(~ :h:-tt happened to thorn ··1hen they did so? 

A They generally got beaten themselves , but 

sometimes they '.iere uble to do some good • 

~ Go you r emernber m,king ~ny protests your-

~ ~1r '.l'::>out this? 

A I rn~6e many; but I remember once , in par-

ticulnr, I complained to Colone l BANNO that u Br itish 

L:n jor h ... d been beaten five times in that d~y , for 
_ ____ .1 

- ..:. 
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th'1t reason . 

2 Lid you ect ~ny sotsifacti on f rom thlt com-

3 pl~int? 

I 
'I 

. 
Ii. Colonel BAl~XO did instruc t t he junior officer 

~ not to ~lla~ it any more , but I am ~fraid tho beatings 

( continu0d . 

7 

l I 

I' • I 

j) 

I '· 

17 

:1 I 

... l 

., . 
n 

• I 

Throughout your ~xpericnce ther~ , vor e 

you ..-:er e ther ~ m:iny occ~s ions ··hen you made pro-

t1:Jsts? 

eroup, -. ·0 used to ~:?.ss to the Jop:nese all the com­

pl'l ints "hich -.·1e got from the other camps as ·:1ell . 

Q Co you rvmcmbcr an occas ion in October , 

1943 ~hen A force , or some men from A force , ar r ived 

to co c.:ome ·:1ork in the neighborhood of Songkrai cnmpl 

A Yes , they wor~ l aying th~ r a ilnay lines 

through the c~mp ~long the cutting "lhich we had 

~ Do you r emember any speci~l incident ~hich 

h::ippcn0d then? 

A A J:p~nesc engineer ~as stnn6ing on the 

truck cont1ini nr, the sle~per s . As each pair of 

Australi~ns c~me up to t he truck to collect hi s 

slo0por -- collect their sleeper each pair of 

Australi~ns used to como up to the t ruck to collect 

..:... .:.. 
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\ sl eeper . As O\Ch pa ir \rrivud at the truck, the 

J npanc s c systomo. t1cally hit thorn on tho head Yli th n 

s tick. It lookod more like ~ matter of habit than 

~ GUCstion of puni shment . 

(l Do you r emember t-.n incic ent about a cook? 

A Yes , I was called out of my hut ana sav1 

5,475 

7 one of our British cooks s itting on the ground \11th 

hi s hend l o.id open . Ho h\d been struck on the head 

9 •:11th an axa by a J e pnnasc gua rd . 

I 11 

I I 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

J') 

20 

21 

22 

2) 

Did you make o. compla int about th:it? 

A I :1ent nna fetched a J~npncsc off icer and 

sho\·red him both the \'lounaed m"n , the axe and the 

J1p~no sc Tiho had dona it . 

c~ ''/hut hnppencd'l 

A The J apanese officer so.16 , very mildly to 

the J"' pnnese , "Thn t doe s not do ." The guord v1as not 

punished . 

Q ··;i th r egard to off iccr s , you hn.vc t ol d us 

that the office r s accompani ed the ir men to the \·1or k ­

ing p~rtics . Did thu officers have to ~ork them-

sel ve s? 

A Not as l oborers in my force , but they did 

to tha south of us . All together, about 800 Britis h 

off i cers v1er e mnploycd as laborers in coolie gangs 

for bctwc~m t ''I O and three year s . I s~v: them mysel f 

·-
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in S i~m anc t~lkcd t o m~ny of th :m. 

.! 
'.fa.s ther e nny nnrt i~Ul:'.lr r ()nson ·:1hy th1 t 

3 hopp0ned in some pl~cos nnd not in others? 

A It wns n deliber a t e plan and order of the 

'i J~p~mcs'"' Army that these t \·:o big working parties 

6 of offic ~rs should be formed . They wer e sent from 

7 Si ngapor e for this puroosc i n ~10 formad part ies of 

I ! 

) ,'.! 

l . 

1·1 

IS 

l (I 

J"" 

I ~ 

2 I 

:! I 

} ' 

l. I 

1bout four hundred ~ach. 

Q ~ere they chi~fly dr~1n f rom ~ny p~rticul1r 

pnrt of the Allied Army? 

A They ·.1cr c chiefly 8ri tis h off iccr s of t he 

InC:ian Army. 

Q No1·1 , do you r omombcr a matter in October , 

1943 with regard to Upper Songkrai Cnmp end a qu3rry 

ther e? 

A Yes . I ··:cnt to Upp3r Songkra i C:.mp on 

r ece ipt of a r eport from th~ senior Sriti sh medica l 

officer of F forc 0 . ',/h~t I s:i.w there cx~ctly con-

firmed his r eport . Ther o w~s a hut full of s ick men, 

lika the one I ha~ doscri~e~ at Songkra i, ~ith about 

five hundred men lying crnmr.1cd t i ghtly tog .;) th0r under 

a l ight utnp pnlm roof. Tho J~puncse , for the whole 

week , had been carrying out blast ing in a quarry 

close by in such a way tha t at every blast the shoner 

of brokan rock f ell into tho camp . This rock r a ined 
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through tht:. 1.t :'.p roof nno f oll onto the bodi : s of 
those sick men. Th0 s ick \'lv r c in '.l very ner vous 
st--tc , n1.1v \,; r kno1:1ing 11h ... n tho n('•xt blast \'IOUld come . 
J,:"'ny Of th .... m S:lt up for hours togcthJr holding sl oop-

ing m~ts over their hcnc}s . I snw tho ground of tho 

camp arounC: thi s hut covc:? r ed thickly with broken 

rock. 

Q Had :'.llybody be~n injured in consequence? 

A On~ s ick man, I kn~1 of , had an arm broken 

:ind c i cd t·.10 hours l a t 0r . 

Q Hae the of ficor- in- chqrgc rnndc nny protests? 

A He h~G made sovor nl to the J~p~nos~ officer 

without eff ect . 

Q ·1ar c you abl e to got ~nything done nbout it? 

A I sa~ the J cpnnosa offi cer , and I hoard 

~ftcrnard s that , ~ lthough t he bl3sting continued , 

it was done in such ~ uny th~t no mor3 rock f ell into 

the camp . 

Q Do you rcm ~mbor anythi ng about the l i f ting 

of tree trunks? 

A The usua l oracticc of the Jop?ncsc engineer s 

•
1ms to use hl'. l f ~s ml'.ny prisoners of war to l ift a 

tro0 t r unk as As i n tics; end , \11hcn the t r oo trunk rms 

up on tha mon ' s shoulders , they use~ to tckc holf the 

men a~ay l cnving tho r es t to car ry i t . 
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Have you seen that voursPlf~ 

A I have. I have SP~n men carrying ~uch a 

tr~e trunk alonr the bed of 3 s tream . 

Dld you make pr otests about that? 

A I rlid, na rticularly on one occasion when a 

youne Austr al i an, who at the time 1•1as aged eirhteen , 

~ linped in the mud in his ba r e feet and ris comrades 

WPre unable t o hold uo the t r ee trunk. It fell on 

r is head and kill ed him . 

Q Now, will you tell us about the facilities 

ro r treatir.e the s1.ck? '•/ere there any j nfi rmari es 

0r hospitals? 

A There were no infirma r ies or hospitals in 

any of these six wor king camos except 1n one or two 

small isola tion huts which we built for chol era cases . 
,.. 

How did the doc tors manage? 

A They collected the s; ck together in one of the 

ordinary ca~o hut s and at night they used to look after 

them by the light of bamboo flares . In soite of these 

diff i cvlties , i f it had no t been for the British and 

Austr alian and Indian doc t ors Anglo-Indian doctors 

with us -- I doubt if any men ~ould have come ou t of 

ther e alive . 

Hovi v•ere operations carried out? 

A Generall y in the open a i r under mos quito net 

' 



•• 

. 'ILD DIRECT 

to kePp t hP fl 1Ps off . IP ~v force the doc t or s did 

ever sevPnty amnutations c f le f s on account of 

trontcal t'lcers . 

Did vou ~ver flPt any help from Japanese 

doctors or sunpl i~s of JapanP~P mPdical stores ? 

A As repards the ur gen t ly needed d ressing ~, 

I fo t oermission frorn L1 eutenant Colonel BAf~:o t o 

5,479 

buy on our own money a considerable auantity of cotton 

cloth . 

0 From ""horn did you buy it? 

A !-rom a Siamese mer chant in a neighboring 

v illage . ~e divi ded th i s un between the s i x camps . 

We got quinine i n special quant1ties to deal wi th 

those with act i ve malar 1a but no t fo r prophyl ac t i c 

1r nurposes . Ninet.y- fi ve pe r cent of these survi vors 

had ~alaria ~hen they rot back to Si~ fapore . 

I . 

' .. 
.. 

Did Japanese doctors ever co~e a t a ll? 

A Japanese doctor fe r F For ce arrived i n 

July, 194 3 . 

''!ha t did he do? 

A I bel i eve he =--ade one t our of the v1or Y. i ng 

' camps just t o look at them , hut not more . He s tayed 

at Niki at Colonel BANN0 1 s headquarters and did the 

off ice :·•ork over t he s icl{ reoo rt s . I believe he did 

~) indent on the Japanese Army for dr ugs because I know 

\ 
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on one occas ion he rece tved a hamper of them. This 

was opened i n f r ont of the Briti sh medical officer 

and all the valuable drugs had been removed. 

~ Did you make any reques t to the Japanese 

with regard to the evacuation of your sick? 

A We asked them arain and agai n to evacuate 

our sick t o the Siam plains by river from Niki. 

'2 Is that the river which is shown on the 

plan? 

A Yes, it is. It is the main water route. 

r. For what purpose did the Japanese use it? 

A They used it for bring1.ng up rice and the 

barges went down empty. 

0 To your knowledge were any of the other 

prisoner of war camps allowed to evacuate some of 

their s ick by those means? 

A It was t he usual way of evacuating the sick 

from the camps by the river south of us. 

0 Vias your request ever granted? 

A No , it was refused. 

('I Was anything ever done by the Japanese to 

provide an infirmary f or the sick of F Force? 

A Yes, at the end of August they established 

a s~-called hospital camp in Burma about sixty miles 

to the north of Songkrai . 
I 

I 

---' 
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Q '!/ere any sent? 

A ·!le SE>n t about two thous and f r om the various 

camps i n open steel trucks . 

~ You mean ra1~vay trucks or motor trucks? 

A Motor trucks. 

THE PRESIDE~ : r:r. Carr , we will recess 

no'.·1 fo r f ifteen minutes . 

(':/hereupon, at 1445, a recess was 

taken until 1500, after which the proceedings 

were re sumed as follows :) 

5, 481 
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r; ?~ r::.L o·· 'Im: COlJPT; The TribUndl i s nO\'I 

resumed . 

'l't.I.: ?: .SIDlW'I: I1r. c; nmyns Ca r r . 

f Y . :B . co:.iyr.ts c,~: R (Col"ti'nuca) : 

Colom:.l ''" i lc! , you were tollirig us abou t. th~ 

SC'- c~ llod " hos'1i tul" to \.hic r. you v1er c or aer rd to send 

t•::o ... :.0us'1nd mon in .'.urus t , 1943 , and that th ... y we.r e 

sent ir. oncn boY wotor box ccr s . No~ ~hat we r e 

~h~ circumstances ~r ttc. j ourney and what haoncned 

to tr.cm? 

h. Th<: y ·:1c""e C<"P'ried 111 the. :;e oncn s t eel 

trucks over a cor duroy r oad, t ree trunks l a id on 

t he earth . Ther e ~urc long de l a ys . They had no 

shorter a t night . Ei r,h t y of them d i ed during tho sixty 

rr.i le. jnur ncy . 

Q ':'he.n th .. y got ther e , \·;as t r.e so-ca lled 

" hosni. t~. 111 a ny be:ttc·r than tht. huts t hc.y hc. d l ef t ? 

A The; hu ts we. r e the: s~r.:e: C:csi gn but a littl e 

~cttc r . Ttey ~rrc nc.v . 

Q '.'~ s th• r e: e.ny hosn j. tal equipme nt ? 

i.. Only \Jl n._ they took ·,J i th tt1t:~ . 

~ Ho1.1 m~ny of the: t\vO t i ou sand d ied b E: for e t he 

Eight hund r ed . 
I 

Q ···hen thC; r~ i ).v1ay \"OS con:ol e~cd , wha t was dona I 
I ____ _ __ J 
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I r- abnut removing th~ prisoners? 

2 
I A They we. re stnt on the N.Hly comolcted line 

~ to Knnchanbur1. All of them, including the sick, 

truvclcd in o~cn trucks or roofed box cars . 

., 
( 

7 

~. 

9 

I l 

1 ! 

12 

13 

1'f 

15 

1( 

17 

H 

l~ 

2( 

2! 

2. 

2-:. 

2 ·~ 

25 

Q ere you in charge of the party from 

S 01'gkr ai CarrT)? 

A Yes, i n chorgc of t he last party of two 

or three r.und~ed . 

Q .. ,hat hapnc..ncd? 

A I ~ot four hours to mov~ -- four hours 

notice to move at r.ight . I paraded the men , most 

of whom ware sick, in the cutting through the camp 

i r grou~s accordine to the nun1ber of trucks I ·11as 

told were corning . It t ook me t he full four hour s 

to r ove the men a hund r e. d ynrds as many of them had 

to be carried . I got the JP.panese corporal to promise 

to l eave t hG loading entirely in my h~nds • 

Q ~ill you condense this c little bi t? We 

don ' t want too muct d6tail at this ~oint . 

~ The trciP stopped too f or down the line and 

was five trucks short . The Japanese end Koreans got 

vf. ry excited and forced the men dovm the track and 

into the trucks . I ended up v:i th f i f ty-seven men in 

my box car . \7e were &11 stand i ng packed together 

except two who \/ere on tr.e f l oor . One I r emember had 
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Ids ~<.:r off thr.:. dr!)' be. 1·0.,. • '.''v trt. \·r:..l~ d likv th' t 

2 
to J!iki , ·::hen : r'"cuc ... d tr~ nurb·~ r~ in the tr-.dn 

3 
to rb ut t ~r ~y- st vcn per box err . ThLrc ttc J apanese 

4 r. c.:c<\:!. o""ic\..r ·· r: vr;, ~c. nn ordc..r tL·it I '.'IO.S not to 

5 hur:,r ~:ny • ... n · h0 di e d . I told t. irr. thnt i f ·:;e wor e 

6 1 J.H·G.l:'f to be. i n .r tr·:in thr u. or fnur days, that 

7 u nur:bc ·· o: r. !"l ":>:.. r cc rtr,.in to div . P..o f' :l vc the 

s nrdcr to the J ·1p ~!1' ... ~H ru::r1.';, , t:.~ Kort nn ru r e.! s , that 

9 I ~·.;:s t1ct to bury unyor.e . 

10 '''lint ~ i you s.:..y to him? 

11 J~ I tol'! Lim he v;:...s ti aiserncc tr- the: J np \ncsc 

I 2 ;. rry . ;.1 ':l"'lf'• t h r s\,;Vl r. of r:y T?:E n d i ed hL b ec. n !Tiki 

1) ~nd K~nchanhuri . I d is~o3rd 0f six of the bodies 

14 to oti.c.r orisonr~ r o.: v: :· r cun'os :... l onf; t he; 1 ine: . There 

I) ·:rns no ... ri-:,,ner of v11 r camn when th: sev~nth rron died . 

1 (, So I took l. i r.: out ,...f ... i-.c tr· .. in ,rnd buried him m:rsel f . 

17 ··he:~ th~ tr.in n0t to Kanc hanburi , what was 

}b ( nn(. ·;:i tt 4-r~L S iCk rr.e,n? 

19 J. The ~en wcr~ tn~~n out of the train about 

20 tcra o ' cloc!~ e.t !"i;~.t '.nd l eft lyir.p or. the gr ound in 

21 th0 s'c..ti o~ ynrC for t":clvc hou r-s , 

... h~t sort or ~t r i ~ht W'.15 it? 

23 A It ~cs ~ v~ry cold ni~ t in DLcembcr and a 

lot nf tr.en: - - se:v.; r ::il of them wore dying the next 

25 reorni ng . Qu ite a number di ed within the next f ew days . · 
I 

1 . . 
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Q liow l nng did you r crr.n in thl?'C? 

A About t hrc.c v1c.cks . 

Q ,·_nd what hnppcned then? 

A I went back to Singapor e with the last 

norty, lcavin~ only the sick behind in hospital . 

Bc.for0 ynu left , did you r eceive a visit 

frorn the Kcmpeit2i? 

Yes . LiGutcnant Colonel Dillon and I 

were visi t ed by a civilian m~rbcr nf the Kempeitai 

in Kanchanburi . He said tha t Kcmpeitai had just 

r ccE:iVC;d or ders from thE:: Jap t1 nc.::;-~ Government in 

Tokyo to inquire i nto the condition of nrisencrs 

of wur in Sin~ . ~G dGcided -- he then asked us to 

5,485 

writ0 a true account of what had ~aprycned to F Force 

during the last few months . I dc eidcd 1 t was genuine 

and we ~~ote a full Account thot ni~ht and particu~arly 

listed all the breaches of the convention. 

o Tell me, with r egard to this r equest from 

the Kerr.peitui, did it sur~ri se you that they should 

~sk for this inform~tion? 

A Yes, it di d , partly b~cause Kem~citai had been 

ir the arc& ,.,here we -..:ere , end partly because it didn ' t 

seem in nccordance with their or dinary behavior . 

Had those Kernpci tai who had been there been 

cble to sec the facts for themselves? 
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Y\.:s , cc. rt'linly . 

'."ht.n you had c omn l 1:. t cd tl1c r eport, to \'/horn 

: did y0u give it? 

(, 
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A '''c: gave it to this rncr.ibcr of the Kempoi t ai. 

Q 

!. 

'"hat di d he: say ho \'JOS going to do with it? 

He. c ar.L beck to s ee us, and s~id th~t the 

Ct~ cf of Kc.mnc. i t ni in K·!nchanburi had be<::n very muct: 

oll nscd \'Ii t h i t • nd hnd s~.id that i t \:Os b€ing sent 

to th~ Chief of Kcmpr itni in D~ngkok for immediate 

transmission to Tokyo . 

Q Did you ever hcc r anything wor& about it ? 

A No mor e then thc t . 

Q No'll the:rc.. are a f GVJ ma tte:rs still 

goner cl rna tters about t r.( r ni lvmy I wnnt to ask . 

You tav, mEntioncd some of t~c dis<::ascs ~hich 9r e: ­

v: iled there . Just giv~ us a list of th em , will you? 

!. Chol e:r a, malaria , tyohus , '.1ct and dry ber i ­

beri , tronical ulcer s , srrall pox, diptheria . 

Q I think you tol d us befor & something about 

dys0ntcry, but you didn ' t mention that i n your list. 

f\ Dyse:ntcry was ulmost uni vc:·sal, both anemic 

and bacillary dysentery . 

n Did you get cns~s of men suffering from more 

than one of thos~ diseases? 

rl Frequently, ~or ~ often than not , the men who 



• 

• 

( , 

7 

ti 

1 

1 ·I 

I (, 

2 1 

~ ... . 

2 I 

5,467 
'"ILD DIRECT 

d1od i·.rd t \'lO or r::or G di e-eases . I , myself , h8vo 

::;irn,~d death cc. tific'1tcf. for ns !"'c.ny as four disc.ases 

r :·o .. : c.b"'ut food , ·•:ill you tell us the r e lative 

~"'"d ::;ur.·1l ies given to the. pris('lntrs :lnd to the Japanese 

~ 1 <..r.-sc lvc-s? 

Tl~..: J uD t..r: ;c always h~d :is rnucr rice as U cy 

c o• . ld cat, I should so.y six l1undrcd grams a day or 

mC'to c .. rtr> inly . 'ihcy thr(.w a lot away . In addit i on , 

th'"" J-.n .. r.t:. sc had c0rs id er a bl\.. quanti ti .;,. s of tinned 

fnod . 'Ih(; T)risoncrs ' rA~ion varied frorr. four hundred 

praFs o f ric e per working rrun on ~ good day to t wo 

hundr -d grams or l G5S ~hlch wos the allotment for the 

si cV: . 

~ Did they ever su~nly any of the i r tinned 

rc~ds to th~ prisoners? 

. 
.1. 

,... . 

'· 

··•as th€r 0 0vcr nny neat? 

A c0rt nin. nurr.b•_r of cat tle w~r c driven into 

th \.. c~~ps fro~ Burma . 

n Eo·;; \'kru t Lcy divid ed? 

. 
H Usu :lly, I should say half a bull ock for 

fifty Jap<.n c: 5C and the; other half for e ve r y thousand 

r. "iscncrs . 

0 1!!h<:lt ct0u t thE qua lity of the food? 

-
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Tt.e: qt n 1 i ty 0f thc. food v1r.s noor , and besides 

~ ri'c. ~t c~nsist\.d rr.inly of beans ~hict ~ere narticul-

·, 

- .> 

~rl~ b·~ for n\onl suff ering fror dysGntcr y . 

ri I:O\: you hnvo rr .. .:ntion1..d just now ttat a man 

[~ t •or!· f'('\t {'~ur i t1r.dr 1..d P,rnr s nnd a sick rran two 

f:u!1c;rcd to t·::o ~undr _d ".rd fifty . "'as tr.\.re any 

syf'"lr · b<"'ut tl. ~t , just cxr lain to us? 

.. The s~·st r: \',•as GYnl 'l inc. d to us arair. and 

~~~i~ by th\. Jary~nL~e . It ~as si~oly that if a mnn 

C::id not ·.-. ork, i. could not c xr-e ct to c.a t . The J apanese 

vie cotiid not c is .busc. tl1\, Jr.pane."' of tL e idea tr1a t if 

tb11y cut C:0·:n t:1 n .. ti01''3 nf s ick rr.c n in ttc hospita l , 

thc.~r r;o;.ild rn:.-1k(. th..rr go 0ut to ·11ork to get more food . 

lJr.fortuna't(; ly there. ·,·1r'.s no l)rctcnsion a bout our men ' s 

sic~ncss ~nd t h, consequence -- ns a consequence of 

this, ttcrc ~~s a ~ren t m~ny rnor c dea ths . 
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cs thC"rc any intr rmcdir tl scal e between t he 

A four hundred and th.: two hundred? 
b 
I' A Ther e was a light duty scale in some camps 

m w"ic.r cby if men v:ould get out of the so-celled hosoital 

& hut end ~rork eround the cemp they got a little more 

J,. f O{'d . 
0 
r Q uid you end other officers mcke protests 
s 
e about this? 

A Yc.s, we did . I r cmcmbC;r ':'Orticu le.rly one made 

by Major Bruce Hunt . 

Q ···hat r e.ply did he. get fr orn ti~c J c:> n.anesc 

off ic~r? 

A He scid , "In t ""'e: T"lr!'it you hrvc spoken somc­

whct boastfully ~bout humanity and t he Geneva Conven­

t ion . You must r ealize thrt you or e our prisoners 

and you arc in our poTic.r end in these circumstances 

these things do not <- r oly . 11 

Q Lo you rcm~mbcr any oth( r c onvcrs~tion of o 

.>J similar tyoe? 

.!I 
Yes . On this occasion we rskcd t he J~ p~nese 

.ll 
officer how h<- thou!]ht J npr n would be able to c xpl~ in 

her trc~ tfficnt of rrisoncrs aftc. r the ~er . His reply 

!.; was , "A victorious Jn pan will not hr. vc to E.:XP.lain ." 

Q v·erc eny Red Cross parcels or ma i l r eceived 

1~ \ whil e you wer e on t ho railway? 

--
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J. c r ( C ( i vc.d sc... me i l ·,·:hen •:1<,: rot b~ ck to 

Kcnchtnbur~ , but no nerccls while' -.::. •.:ere: in Si am . 

Q hen you 10ft Kcnchanb~ri did you r e turn to 

Sin~a~orc by t r e in crc i n". 

h YL s , i n the scmc. rmy \Jhich we h:•d come up , 

t~c nty-sevc n to r box er r , f our dr ys. The conditions 

·. · '- r~ ... x~ctly the snmt: rut it \""' s hD rd r on t he men as 

thy \Xr c rll so br okl n i n htrlth. 

r 
•, 

Do you r crr.cr.:bcr the circu.:istrncc.s of ~n cscarC' 

from Sonkura i C ~mp and -wh~t h~~uC'~ Pd about it aft~r-

wnrds". 

A Ei ght Br itish of~iccrs cscarcd from Sonkura i 

Crmp i n June, 1943. They h~d egr ued to risk their 

liv~s i n ord er to tel l the outside world of the trect-

mtnt v~ were r ctting . 1hey were cc~t~rrd ofter fifty -

two dnys in the jungl.e dtl r ing w:1ich f our of them di ed . 

ThLY wer e brought b~ck to S"nkur c i Comp c-nd I was t ol d· 

to see them, to fO to s c.c t~cm shot . I prot ested about 

that and they we. r e s ent t o S ~.ng~por c ·11he:rc the.y wer e 

sentenced t o t en ~~a nine yer rs ryencl servitude . 

C es th~t cftcr you , your sel f , hed r eturned to 

S i ngn pore ':' 

A Yes , thct tri~ l t ook pl ace aft er I hed 

r 0t urn0d • 

• 

At the end of the w?. r were -those men r ele>ascd 

--·--- _J 
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·:: ith oth~rs fror.1 Outrnr .. Rood Gcol '-: 

J.. On ... "!: s r e le~ sc.d from Ch tram Gaol . The 

o + L rs !:od ol J 'teen broupht 1'e.ck to Chr>nrri Crmp as 

~; r ~ ... -.;s ly ill. 

~ ·· c.. s t : l re l' ny d tff c• r c nee i n t !1c : r t r e<. tment 

in 0utr~~ Road Cnol fro~ whet y~u hove described 

4- ~,. ,,. ... .. \: 

: ~!:ci r tr ·· '· r~( !.t ··:, s cx~ctly t :.c s~mc C;Xccryt 

\~Oh~~ dozr ~s o~ ulcers on his legs and 

11 " ' ''""' 1, •• ._a .. time I saw h im . 

~v i:olc: nh .. t ~.r· '.: t i.f bandrecs ·:Krc rcr-.ov 1.d ~·s soon as 

he. ... , s r ut in :1:.s f't 1 "nl thc t h~ got no n:c:d ical 

trc .. tni\...nt durinf ~is im!·risonm1;;nt . 

5, 491 

C~ ;..11cng s t t .osc ul time tE ly r eleased wer e t her e 

_;;._ r.monr. t :. :>s c r ' l ee; srd m~s the complete c rew 

of e n : .'."". ~ ricer: B29 . T:1e::y h:>d htcn shot dovm over 

r rs t~cr~ rny diffe r ence in their t r eatment 

;, '"!_ ._ s . ::h.y ·::c. r r i :nprisor.cd und e r ground <:md 

[iV·..: n h:lf tr,._ r't ion ~·::.ich \.'.,s normelly given e ven 

~o n. l i..:d prisoners ~f ~er in the j l'i l . In fou r months 

t:~.cy htC: got in to ;, ._, ry v;c.8l-: r~ysi cn l c ondition . 

{ 

"\. 
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satisfaction of attending the surrender of the Jap­

anese to Adn:iral Lord tlount~attcn? 

HA Yes . Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten gave me 

a sprcial seat to see General ITAGAKI surrender . 

Q What was the 7th area or military dis trict 

of t'.10 Jafnnesc system in 194.+ and 1945? 

A I understand that the 7th Army took over from 

the Southern Army at Singnpor e in :ibout HQ!'Ch or April , 

tm . CO?fYNS CARR: Tho Tribunal wiJl find , by 

looking at exhi._it 110 , that the accuzed ITAGAKI was 

appointed comrrander of t he 7th Uilitary District Army 

on the 7th of Ap:i1 , 1945 - - tho last item in that 

biography or per :C''i''r· ~- rJ\cor d of hio . AnC: from 

exhibit 104 , th::i.t the c:ccused DOHIHARA had held the 

same pos ition from i.~arch 22 , 1 9fl,.,A~ , doVJn to that date . 

I now prorose to tender jn evidence prosecu­

tion document 1810 and , hav ing reqd it , to ask this 

witness some que stions about i t . 

THE FRESID~Nr : Adnittod on the usual ter ms . 

CI EF.T~ OF 'I'HS COURT : Prosecution 1 s document 

No . 1810A wil l rece i ve exhibit No . 473 . 

('"hereupon, the document above referred 

to was marked prosecut ion ' s exhibit No . 473 

nnd was received in evidence . ) 

-
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~} •• CO .~;:. G~U\ : It is reall y seven s ep -

ara te :1oc 1.trnt>nts 1 :ou.1d t''JO"'l e. fi le of the Japanese 

·. ,ar .. i;.i s ~ry , :relating to the Matter a bot.'. t which the 

wi t ne3 s ~2s been speaking . 

I n order cf date , t J·e f i1 st one is page 2 

cf t~e dccw~~t &s Jt ha s been ~ound up . It is a 

let te:."'. or te:!.e :raa frcn ::r . ;:ax r.uber , Chaj rnan cf 

the Inter·naticnal ho' C.ros s Co;"l1~i ttee to t he Foreign 

Lir. ster 1 dcted :?3 June 1 44 . At t!1at date the ac-

ct:seci S •. IG~LIT5iJ \/a s Fu ei ... ~a ; .i "'lister !:t r eads: 

111'rea tcien: of Prisoners c- f Jar in Burma and 

Siam. 

11 :t:·1c !~1terna ticnal J L ~d (,:i. oss Corr1i t tee has 

tha honor tc in~orm t~e Japanese Government that it 

re~u2scs ~~pan ~o Eive ev~ry poss ille &S' is tance ~or 

~::e .. ,ell - be::.ng c· tlE , rison~r s '.'!.oar~ inte:ned in 

t ::e pr:i. scne:- cf · .1ar ca~ .... s in ~urma and Siar: for t he 

;KI' ':)OSc cf :· r epar _nf; for ~·~e trarli t :..onal servic -· 

Fhich i s c:··1Jre voluntar:.~.y t0 all belligerent 

n&ticns ~o ~~arant~e more ~elfare Gf tte prisoner s 

of ~ar a~d ~c -co~~ata~t c . vi , ia~ internees . Tt~y 

arE; suf--er i·1g fl' Oi. illt1ess du.e t o ."!edical and ot:1er 

ca us e s , 0spo;.;c::.ally r.1a::'-:: ?:cr hid : y ";;he climatic con ­

di tior..s of the olac .: o:' int~. rm:·.s~!t . 

11~.:;garding ti1is natter, tl:e In ,e:tnatio:1al 

-
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Iled (,ross Cor.uni t tea h£l s the honor to propose to the 

J t panese Government that she give consideration for 

entering into a recipr ocal agreement with the govern-

mol"'.ts of the belligerent nations in r eference to the 

transfer of those co~ing under A ticles 69 and 72 of 

the Geneva Gonventi0n concluded in 1929 concerning 

th: tr~a trnent of prisoners of war • 

11The International I<ed Cross Cor:unittee re-

quests the Japanese Government to consent to the 

t ransfer of sai d prisoners of war to an area with 

b~tter climatic co. ditions, and to guarantee better 

conditions for pr i soners of wa1~ as a first step until 

thu settlement o~ such an arrangement . To achieve 

this obj ~ ctive, the lntornational Red Cross Committee 

is prc)ar ed t o collect necessary medical supplies if 

the Japanese Government will give consideration for 

t ne ir transportion and distribution . The International 

l,ed Cross CoI:L'!lit tee will grea tly appr&ciate any 

intimation f1·om your Go·•crnment on t~is matter." 

And th~n on page 1 of the r ocurnent dated 

the el eventh of July, 1944, is & memorandum from 

.Minister SUi UKI, who would be: a subordinate of the 

acc us ed ShIGEL!i TSU in the For '3 ign Office, to the 

Chief cf Prisoner of \-.'ar Inf ormation Bureau. Sub -

j \,;ct 11Tr2atment of PrJ scners of ·.;/ar in Burma and Siam. 
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11 r.~gardine th1.. tr"'atment of prisoner s of war 

internee~ in the pr l soncr cf vtar cRmps in Burma and 

S · ~ m, :..r . i·:ax Euber, Chairman of the lntcrna tional 

~·'1G. Crns s Conni t tt..c in Ge: nova, s ent us a telegr am, 

ns an~~x~d in this r eport. Its translation is at -

tacr.E:.d ht:re·ui th . 

"Conc c. rning the return of seriously wounded 

and ill pr .L.Sonej s of \'1ar proposed b y the International 

:-.0d {,r e ss C,orr.?1i t tc.t.., t~1cr e will be r:iuch difficulty in 

its ~xJcution and t~er cfore an answer will be made 

th~t i t would bb difficult to make such arrangements 

at ,r~ s snt . ?h e pr oblems of the transfer of pr isoners 

and tr~nsportation and ~istribution of medical sup­

plies r equosted s~ould be included , toect her with 

~he s oluti on end execution of the trensportation 

of r elic:' sup",)lie s Vlhich is new being nego tiated 

bct1aeE;n J <:. pan and Grea t Br itain and bi-tween Japan 

r-.nd the United States. 

" l v1ould like to s E..nd the above r eply, and 

\'!ould appreciate ycur suggestion. 11 

And t?lc. t i s s ·- n t tr, the \lar l\.ini s ter , 

The Priso11l:r c f ':'iur Infc.rmc.tion Bur ee.u, ·rhe Navy 

;.11nistry . 

l.'hcn 011 p3 ;s c 3 there is a mer.orundum f r om 

the Chie f of Pr ~ soner of ·~r Information Bureau , to 

- - ·----
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the:. Chief 0f G~norl".l Stttff cf t h£. "l " Unit, Chiefs 

of Staff : Cl\A, I10HI and '.fOI.i I Units , Commander of t he 

\ Fio ld heilway Unit of the Southern Army, Chi efs of 

Prisoner of War Ca11ps in Burmn c,nd Si am . Subjec t : 

. , 

,, 

I . 

l ! 

. ' 
I ' 

I 
I • 

.. I 

.!) 

Concor n inz t~1e trea tment of British pr isoaers o~ 

\'/f'.r in Bur na • 

"Regar ding th1.;. t\bove subject, t!le For eign 

I:inistry ~es appl ied to the Prisoner c~ ~ar Infor Ma -

ticn Sur cau GS per enc l osed . Plea~e infor m me im-

medi~ tely \'1r-.eth--r suer c<..ndi tions exis ted or not , 

~.nd to submit c onfu tat i on dn ta . " 

That document beer s 210 date t:'nd unfcr tunatcl? 

a t pr es ent ~e have not succccCed in finding the en-

c losed • 

I.ill . ?Ull!'ESS : I am i.i.1:-orr.iad t~1at the Jap-

cncsc trans l cti on in the ~ends of J~pan~se counsel 

she\'! t!1a t it i s r1'1 ted thC; 29th of July . 

i .R . COI.:YhS C.oJ.f:R : . 'h i ch yet:'.r ? 

i . .:.i. . !tTF.NESS : 1944 • 

. "t · 
J. J.\. • COi. YI1'.S CAf:!t : Luch obl iged . I am ob -

ligcd~ but I tt:ink t hf. t r1ust b e a 1.1istake, be cause 

it is the next c~ocumcnt, whic ). in the English c opy 

beers that d~te, but it must ~: vu been 2r ound tha t 

date . The next do~ument on pa~c 4 ~ocs bear that 
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l cir te ., t.n~ it i s frorr. the Chief of Fr i s cn£r 0f Har 

_, lnformu t i on Burccu t o Linistcr SUZUKI, again at the 

', t ine vrhcn t110 e ccused Sh IGEi.I TSU Hr.s Foreign Mini s tor . 

1 0-.-..cdin!';) " 'fr c.atmcnt cf British Pri s oners cf Viar in 

.{ 

l ) 

JO 

li 

ourmu . 

"In r coly t o your tol .. gram Io . 599 r &g:.lr ding 

th~ abov; subject, I beg t~ r e ply as f ollows : 

11 (1) The orisoncrs cf v1cn• in question interned in 

Bur m<:!. b r~ lcng t c t >c prisoner of wnr camps in Siam or 

1;a1c:iyu . :'he n.2rws of pri sor;cr s ( f \"ar in Star.t and 

i :r. l a ya ccmps have a lrc:'.dy b n r eported, which 

amounted t o 10,000 . ~he nnnc s of prisoners c f war 

whc died in t ha t e.r on ar e b e ing r eported successively . " 

Jc 

I .. 

.' ) 

' I 

. , . 

. ) 

25 ' 

: . .n . FURN"BSS : Iiy Japanes e counsel still 

s tc tes tl ·e. t C.ocumcnt t!1e. t vies r e:ld j us t before this , 

page 3, vrc. s d~\ t ee the 29th of July . I wruld like to 

cc.11 attc.ntirn t c t~c f ;; ct t!1at t:1is cr10 Vlhich r.tr . 

CoT.1yns Cc.rr l~c. s j"a s t r c:1C. i s Prisoner Supply No . 35 

~n~ t he one t tct h e r ~a< b .for c wcs Pr i s oner Supply 

I(• • 36. 

iil •• COI .. Y;;& CAf\i\ : The-. t ma:' be quite right • 

nr . • FU~liv...,S.::. : It ci1 :l e:fore s eems r a ther 

unct::rtain t ht'.t cit~·H.:r cne j _5 a r '3-ply t o t:1e other. 

I ,~on't l',now . 

i.:R . CO: .YNS CJJm : I think r!Y frie nd is I 

I 
.I 
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right . These t wo probably nro not. 

c01,;yr;s CARR : (Con tinue,d) 

ColonEl Wild in the lest one which I read 

l 

•) 

1 l 

' ) ·-

j 1 

15 

1 7 

. 
• I 

.~ I 

. ' 

it is stntae that the names of prisoners in SJam and 

i:-.1~ys hcve nlreac'y been r epor ted, which amounted to 

l 'J ,000 . What hE.vc you got to sny about that? 

A The number of prisoners of war in Burme and 

Sjc.:i at the time m~r party got up there in April, 1943, 

···-. s ever 30,000 , <::.!id vrn in "H" Force swelled the nu.m-

ber by 10 ,000. 

z.~h . COl:WS CAR.~: At the pr esent time I 

nee~: nC't r end pages 5 and 6 ant: the next one in order 

of date is t he l as t one , which begins on page 10 . 

It is from the Chief of Prisoner of ~ar Camp in Siam 

to Chief of Prisoner of \~r Information Bur eau. Sub-

ject : Information r e : British Prisoners of War in 

Burr.ta . 

TiiE Pl:ESID.SNT : We will ad j curn now until 

half post nine tomorrow morni ng . 

(W:1ereupon, at 1600 an adjournment 

wns taken until Friday, 13 September 1946, at 

0930 . ) 

------


