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Chanchel, China
<0th loy, 1%4c

Ly naie is John Owen BEduards, Werrant Officer Class 1,
Royal Corps of Signals. I was the N.,C.0. in charge of the
S8irnal Scction attached to thie 155th Ficld Reginent, Royal
Artillery, 1lth (Indian) Division, in Northern lialaya bascd
at Sungci Pateni. I uas capturcd at Sinpaporc on the
surrcndcr of the garrison on the 15th Fcbruary, 1942.

In October, 1942, with about 1,200 r:icn of the 80th Anti
Tank Reginent, R..l., 159Lh Ficld Reglnent, lledie, 5th Ficld
Reginont, Re..o and 11th {Indian) Divisional Signals, ReCoeSey
I was pu% on board the 'Enrland liaru' at Singaporc Docks.

We werce supposcd to te what the Japancsc asked for - a partly
of not ncecessarily fit nen for light work". The 'England
lMaru! was an old cargo ship of 5.000 tonsi built in 1905,

t

according to the :rakex's rccord plates. uas filthy,
vorriinous, and thc hold I was coufined in had cvicently been
uscd to earry horscs or cattle before. There was dried
oxerota on the walls and flocr. For three days we lay in
Singeporc Harbour, I wes in a hold about 30 yards by 20
yards cramncd in with 257 other nen, Our food consisted of
a watery soup with a fcw vegetables floating on top (about
half-a=-pint), and soric rice twlcc per day = riorning and
cvening. At 1iid-day a suall neal of rice only was provided.
The only drinking water was salty, it sccned to ne 1like
stecarnicd sca=-watcere. e thirst was nadcdening. Yic vierc con=
fincd in the holds and could not get at the water tank.
Latrinc facilitics werc aboninablc, at first only 4 deck
latrines for 1,200 ricn, this was later incrcascd to 8. Thoy
were weoden troughs alweys hcaped up with oxercte and in a
filthy condition and fiies abounded. Ilen vcre allowied to
the latrines only onc at a tine, as diahorrhca and dysentry
was rifc this wns shecer torture to iien this affected. There
werce no washing facilitics, after the voyage startcd we were
allowed on deck for approxluatcly 1 hour per day. 3 nen
actually died on the journcy fron the terrible conditions.

On arrival at Kiirun, Fornosa, ve cntrained to Zeciho
that is the contigent frou the 155th Ficld Regilient and
Oth Anti-Tank) herc we had a horrible five hour rarch up
a rough road, in pouring rain, to Kinkasckli. vec vierc cxposcd
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to the ridiculc of tho pnopulation all the way, beaten and
kicked by our guards, non dropved and wevre foveed on 4, one
of ny pals, Griflivhs, of ny signal soection had to be half
earricd. He dicd neze day. 1n the followuling Lwo nonths
nore rien died, I raintein that ten of these ncn dicd as

a dircct reosult of thils narch.

Conciticrs in the carp at Xinkasski wore good as
rogards housing faciitics, but Lhe “ractrent was terrible.
Every day was cne nad rouad o7 beaslngs and vrutalitics,
cveryone was struck on ihe silighieev rrovecations I was
struck nysclf 9 tires in two days. Tacro scened to be a
"policy of hate" in our canp for this poriod. I have net
mgn fron all conps in Forinosa, this policy was general in
all canps.

Wle eormeneced work in the Kinkascki Copper lilne on
Decoriber 22nd 1942, The coaditions in the nine have to
be scon to be belicved, Tac workings were unbcarably hot,
in sono places rien cculd only wozsl for thiee ninutes, the
whole placc was = death trap, unshored ancd. dangerouss
Blastings tock placc with no wuarnings, our carbide lanps
were blown out, we wers not allcved matches and nany accl=-
dents worc caused through thise

I can safcly say that every ian that worked in that
riine has sears to show. I was inijurcd on scveral occasionsj
at onc tine ny log was caught under a fell and I still corry
the sears. Hot acid-watur dripped fron the low roofs,
chutes and holes in the ground were unguarded, nany on fell
intc the chutcs resulting in two nen having broken spincs
and nany others having brokcn 1inbs.

Our cquipnent was felrly good at firsté a cardboard
a

rmininz hat, carbide laump and rubber "Jikka bis" (rubber
shocs)e. The tabis lastcd about a nonth, the hats soon wore
away soaked with acid-water. There wcrc no rcplaccnents of
cither for nonths on cnd. We were forced to go teo work in
soft hats or barc-hcadcdl in barc-fcct, or with rags tied
round our feet., To pet to our workings we left caip at

7 otclock, rarched over the top and down the other side of
a hill, about 813 stairs, walked about 14 niilcs underground
through a dangcrous tunncl (often flooded to your knces in
parts). Then dcwn ancthcr 800 steps roughly hewn fron the
rocky built in narrow unshored tunncls to the workings. We
connenecd work at 9 o'clock, had one hour for lunch which
consistod of a colg box of ricc and sonc cold vegetable
tops. Vo worked fron 1 pm. until 3 pri, and then we turned
up that terrible clinb to the canp. After scarching and
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checking wo were disnissed about 6 o'eclock, Then we had

to £11l our lanps for norning, wash, and have our cvening
riealy waleh consisted of half=pint of wetery vegetable

soup and ricc. Then evening roll-call at 8 o'clock, lirhts
out at 9 o'clock., These tiines did inprove in late 1944
when the new tunnel was sunk froi the Canpé avoiding the

cutside stairs, this cnabled us to return to canp by 4:30 pn.

The tunncl hed its sinistor sldc, there was a stecl
aoor at the top and botton of it. OSince I returncé to
fornosa we have secn prove that in the event of an invasion
we were to nave beon locked in there and killed, Nitrie
acid fron thce nine had becn reserved for this purpose,

Beatings in The ninc wore regular and scverce, on not
workinz haré cnough or not conpleting the appointed task,
Men were lined up at 3 o'clock, thosc who had failed to
conplete their task werc beatene They were nimde to hold a
pipe over thcir heads which wes attached to the tunnel roof,
stripped of thelr clothes and werc then beatecnes ''e were
flogged with hartiers, the shaft belng used, this was gencrally
about 3 fect long znd about 1# inches thick. The floguzings
were brutal and totally unwarranted, the znount of work asked
was inpossible cvon if we had been fit. But in our state of
health it was a physical inpossibility.” I personally
witnessed nany brutal flegeings ané have nysclf been beaten.
I have scen ::on beaten mnconscicus and kicked on the ground.
I was oncc struck twicc on the head with a hanner handle,
These blows werc scvere cnough to knock ii¢c to the ground
anéd tenporarily deze ne. I still do not know what that was
fory, all of thcsc beatings werc done by Japancse and
Fornosan Civilian Forcncn, mployed by the ninc,

The treatment, the long welk and cli::bé changing ten-

peraturcs, bac¢ and little food, all attributec tc the sick=-
ness a:iongst us. Thore were 87 deaths at Xinkascki. Eight
izen were killed in the iddne ané onc died later of a broken
spinc through falling in a chutce The actual nunber of nen
that ninc has killcé ané meined will not be known for a
long tine, I con safcly say that ncn arc still dying in
England as a dircet result of the filth, dust and dirt and
hard work at that tine. There were nany cascs of T.Be and
ilany aen are now being trecated for this in England.

Hedieine and drugs at all tiies were very short, that
issucd by the Japanesc i:iilitary was totally inadequeate to
ceal with thce large munbers of sick nene Ancrican Red
Cross supplics of iicdieinc wore reccived only twice cduring
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the whole poriod of inprisonnent. The British Offisors in
the cang offercd to buy nedical supplica. whon drugs ran
short, this was granted, PBut thoy were very inforior.

The Japrnese nedieal staff wore brutal and also
unintcrosted in the sick inen. All thoy secored to be con-
cerned with was how long a ran could work beforc he collapsecd
and becarne a hospital casc. No first 2ic or nmedieal
orderliecs were nllowed in the nins until April 1944, then
two medical orderlics armed with scanty cquipneint acconpanied
& working perty of approxirately 600 i.en, Before this,
injurcc ien had to renain in the nine, tiheir broken linbs
and wounds unattcnded, soiictlies for hours, and 1in sone
cases till tic work party returncd at 3 piie

All thc beatings, conditions of work cte. were known
to the two Canp Cowriandents and rmst !inve been known to tho
highest nilitary autheritics on Fornosa. The policy was
changing partics of sick ricn unable to work long in the nine,
for fit nen of other canps. Thus the conditions of the
Copper linc woroe known to all prisoners on Fornosas I was
ablc to talk with aon fron cvery canp in Foruosa. Conditions
at all caiips worc bad, Heito Noe 3 cenp being in a :ialaria
zone, any non dled thorc fron fever,

In May 1945 with invasion bcing irrilnent the nine was
closed ané our carp moved in throc ioves to Kolkutsu., This
was 8 nlles up a rough jungle track froi: the rail heed at
Shinton not far from Taihoku, Conditions here wera torrible,
fooc recached the lowest at 280 gns of dry ricc plus dried
pototoes per day. Zverything to build this carp, trees,
batiboo and grass for roofs had to be an hendled fron the
surrounding jungle. All things neecded, food, rateorial, ctce
had to be carricd by now very sick neny up that 8 nile track
daily. o wore pushed to our 1iiits, worked fren daybroalk
to sunset, harrescd, boaten, kicked, snd worked to got the
canp finished by a ccttain datc. Vhen the caup (at lecast the
huts) worc finished a mad plan to cultivate thousands of
swcet potatoes was started, a huge arca had to be clcared and
planted, again by = tine linito Due to the war at that tine
golng agalnst Japan, the heavy boibings, the gencral shorte-
agc of food, thc at%itudc of cur guards got ore antagonistic
cvery day. Alded and abetted by the canp officers! thoy
beat and naltreated us daily. Onc nan Cpls Flynn of the
Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, was boaten so hard on the
head with 2 sickle handle, he wcné crazy., By the tine our
lives cnded at this canp duc to tho terriblc troatiiont hore
the ajority of nen were aentelly derangeds Two rien died hereo,
all werc sick and lost weight, ny welght at the ond was 7 ste
4 1lbs. ny nornal weight is 10 st. 6 1bs,
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We left Kokutsu for Talhoku on August 27th 1945,
Although the war was new over no provielon was nade to carry
our sickes Ve had to carry then ourselves con bamboo sthirot-
chers, This tervrible journcy back down the jurgle path
carrying thosc who covlu not wallt, in thec blazing sun was a
nightuare. That journcy killoed anothor two nen, thoy died
that night after arrival et Hatsulyana., Their deaths
hastoned by the horribic ﬁovwnﬂv Our last "bitter pill”
took placo on Augnust 23th whon threc nen wore killed, five
sovercly and 16 slightly injurcd, by an air drop of Red
Cross Supplicse On Septciiber Sthe I with the others was
roscucd by the Ancrican Navy and taken to iarilla. I
returned to ny one in Cardiff in Noventer 1945,

I plcad on bechalf of iy conrades doad and alive that
the nen respensible fer the above atrocitics be brought to
Justicc, and their punishment be such that it will stand
as a warning, to others, that such crincs nay never agein
be connitted against sankinde
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