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~!l'~ncl-ic !. ~ c :itnn 
20•.:h l!oy , 1~'4o 
---····----------

&. • 1,~1 

L;y nr .. 10 i:; Jolm Oucn jZd\:.:tr<l::;, W:-rr~mt Officer Closs 1, 
a.l Cor ps of Si('nG.ls . I nr.s th~ N,c .. o. i n charec of tho 

c nnl Section at tcchcc.1 t o tl.c J.5 5t.h Fie.la Rot.:i?!ent , Roynl 
:,rtillcr y , 11th ( lnC.ian) Di vL s 1 on , in Uortl1crn :i.alayn based 
nt Sun~c.1 Patent, I u~s cupture;cl at 3inpnpor e on the 
surrender of tho cnrriscn ,,n the l 5'th Fe. brunry , 1942 . 

I n October, 1942) '.Jith about 1,200 !.en of the 80th Anti 
Tnnk Reciaent, 3 ..,·_ ~ 1 J_ ?5~h FiclC: P.eci:•c.nt , r: .,'.., 5th Field 
Rc&i 1!ont

1 
R. : .• :me~ 11th (Indinn) Divi::;ion·~l Signc.'\l s , R<c .s., 

I \ t:ls put on boarC: t~(, ' Eni:-l~n~~ ; .nru' nt Sint;c.pcr c Docks . 
\'l o .1or o supposed t c cc ·,·1hnt t he Jnpanosc asked f or - 11

ll pa.rty 
of not necessarily fit r~cn for lit;h t r1orku . The 1Enel nnd 
11oru 1 \lc.s an ol d cc.~Go ship of 5~000 t ons , bu~lt in 1905, 
accordins t o t ho : .nlcc:." ' s r 0crr d plutos . It ucs filthy , 
vorr:i nous , and the hol e". I nns cmU'inoC. i n ~iad cvie.ontl y boon 
used t o cnrry hors9s o r caLtlo bof o:t'o . Thero uns driod 
cxcrotn on the nnlls ane floor. For three days \7C lay in 
Singcpor e Ha rbou:r. I ·ar.s in t'. hol d nbout 30 yards by 20 
yards cranncc in \'Ii th 257 other : ~on . Our f ood consisted of 
t:\ \'/atcry soup uith n f c'.'i '.~ogut~l>lcs floati!lg on t op (about 
ha lf-a-pint) , one s o::c r:!.co t\'li~c per dcy - noxning and 
evening . ~\t l:i c1- day n s:mll :~onl of r i c o only mis provided. 
Tho only dr i nkinE Ym.tcr ;;;as sol ty, it soo:;c(~ t o uc like 
stoancc s oa- \U1 tor. T!1c thirst \las r.?adC:aning . He t1oro con­
fined in the hol c'is and coulc'l. not get at the \7ntcr t ank. 
Latrine f acili tics \'Tore nbouin:iblc , at first only 4 deck 
latrine s f or 1,200 r11:.n, t his was l a ter incrcnsod t o 8 . They 
\'lor e \1codon tr~:mchs nl\7l'.YS heaped up ·.11th excret e and in a 
filth.y condition and flies abounded . r:cn rTcr e allor10d t o 
tho l :'.trinos only ono at a ti:"c , as dinhorrhca and dyscntry 
mis r ife this w~s shcor t ol'ture t o ;:en t his nffoctcd. Thero 
,.,ere no m1shing f acili ticsl after the voynge started \10 ,·;ore 
allo".'ICd on dock f or appr ox r.!l'.tcl y l hour per day . 3 non 
actually died on t ho journey fron the terrible conditions. 

On orrivnl a t Kiirun, For nos o . n o entrained t o Zciho 
(tha t i s tho contiecnt f1•01.~ tho 155th Fiel d Regil...,ont nnd 
80th li.nti-T:.ink) here \IC ho.d a horr·iblc fivo hour r.arch up 
a r ou tih r oad , in pourine r~in, t o Kinlmscki. \fo \'lore exposed 

.. 
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t o the ridicule of tho popu~ nt-1_,1n cJJ. tho t10.y ~ b,mt cn and 
kicked by our gu~1rt!s, :-1on c1:.•o-p;Jcd aHu -.1P":'o f o~· -:-1...id on , c:Jo 
of r .. y pnls, G .... ~r:':·:i~h~, of ny sien:\t.. 30:•'='tJ.<J!1 had t o be hu.lf 
cnrriod . He die.cl nci'.~ c1 07 , I n "Lhc f o:J.o·.dnc L-.10 n0nths 
core eon dioc"t . I r:.:r .. •1t~:i..n that ten of thc.5c ncn died as 
a direct 1·osult of t !-iis i~a:-ch . 

ConC.i ti.or.s in thu c=ir:p n·i-. K1.n!-::-.;:; '.k:i. '.ror c rood as 
r ocnrds housl11c fn~L!.it:'..\.r: , hut. • .. nu • .. :- 1J~.f:"n .. nt \"las terrible . 
Every day wc.s cn0 : ~c..d r<;L:.1tl o-.: ~)C.;.l ,ln;,s ·lnd r.:r utnli tics, 
everyone nas s t\•ock on tl .r, ::; I.~ r!1"'..u ~:; ;- "'"'' '- ~·u ti on. I uns 
struck nyself 9 ti1 ·.cs i?'l i;H0 :l ·• ;s. ~e:1e::r•J soc.mod tc bo a 
"policy of hate'' tn our cu~1p fc:.:- t!1is p1.:i:!.od , I have net 
non fron all c~·1ps in Fo1•i.('\::;~ , thts p~licy ;ms gcnural in 
all canps. 

\"lo coinenced wor k in t he Kinlmsoki Copper Uinc on 
Deco! lbcr 22:.1cl 19·1-2 > 'the c o.1di \.'lons in 'the ainc ~ave to 
bo soon t o be bcl~co0d . T_1c:. noridnr,s ·."JCre 1m·~co.r-ably hot , 
in sono plnccs r .on ee:u).d c.nl .{ ~w-~1i: .for 'Ch;-co 1 .ir.u"tos , tho 
\1holo place uns ~ dee t;.1 tru!), nnshorr.:d ar..r.! danr;cr ous . 
Blustings t ook plu~c ui th no \tnrn:lnf s 1 ou.!' cnrbidc ll'11ps 
\/ore blorm out, rw \1cro i1ot r. ll"C.\ICd uu·cchcs and tmny acci-
dents ·.rnrc causoC. throueh this'!' 

I can safely Sl'.Y tlw.t every unn t l1ut vrn1•lccd in that 
:-Jina has scars t o sho';1.. I · ·1(' S iYl il~rc.d 0n s everal occasions ; 
at one tine uy lee \ms cr.ut;h"t under a f v.ll :md I st~.11 cc.rry 
the scars . Hot acic~-uatvr dripped fr0r~ t!1c l ou roofs, 
chutes and holes in tho gr ound v1cr o uneuo.rdcd , t:any !".lcn fell 
into the chutes r esulting in t v/O non having broken spines 
and nnny 0thcrs having broken li!lbs . 

Our cquipncnt \7as f r. irly goo<l c.t first , l\ c~rdboard 
ninine hv.t, ccrbidc l o.np ~d ru~ber 11 ji.'<kn ta bis" (rubber 
shoos). The t abis l .:i.$°t-cd nbout a nonth , the hats s oon wore 
mmy s onkcd ni th acld- Y:n tor. There wer e no r eplnccnents of 
oi thcr for nonths on end. We \Jere forced t o c;o t o uork in 
s oft hats or burc -hc~dcd, in bur o-fcct, or Tiith rags tied 
r ound our feet~ To r,ct t o our uorkings \"le l eft caup at 
7 o 1 clock, na1•ct.c<l o ver the t op end dm·m the other sido of 
a hill , about 813 s tcirs, \1.ll!{cd about lt r.~ilos underground 
thro~gh a danGcr ous tunnel (oft en flooded t o your lmccs in 
parts) • ThfJn down nnothcr 800 steps roughly hewn froi:1 the 
r ocky built in nnrrow unshor cd tunnels t o ·~he \"lorkings . Via 
connencc>d w0rk at 9 o ' clock, ht>.d ono hour f or lunch which 
consisted of n co~ box of rice and so:.lc cold vegetable 
t ops . Via v10rlccd froc 1 pn. until 3 pr.h c.nd then we turned 
up that t errible clinb t o the canp. After searching and 
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checkin3 we were dis r.issod about 6 o'clock. Thon wo had 
t o fill our ] ar:ps for TJornine , wnsh, and have our evening 
: oal, u:1ich co si~teC: of hnli'-pint of l'tc.tory vc-getublo 
soup a nc! rice., T~1on ovenin:,. I' 011 ... cnll c.t 8 o 1 cl ocki li~:h-C:J 
out at 9 o ' cloclcQ ?hcsc til.:cs did iuprovc in lato · 944 
whon t he now t unnel W::!S sunk fro1..l tl~o cunp n voiding tho 
outside stairs, this cnE'.bled us t o r cturn -t, ca::1p by 4:30 pri. 

Th\., tunnt.1 heel its sinister s.! de , ther e was a stool 
door at tho top aw~ b~tton of it.. Since I roturn.:.c t o 
.t·'ornos~ we ~vc soon p1•ovc th~t in the ovont of en invasion 
we wcr o t o iH1vo boon lockc~ in there and killcC. . Nitric 
'\Cid frof.l the nine nod bc r:..n rcscrvoc! f or this purpos e . 

Bcctinr,s in ·~he ;·.!inc r; re rceuL~.1· ~nc s ~ vcr.), on not 
workin:~ hare: c. nouch 01· not co: .plctinr. t!1c appointed task . 
Mon wer e li:nod. up .:. t 3 o 1 clock , those ·;1ho ho.d f nilcd t o 
conpl c t c thoir t ask '7or" bo~teno Th0y wcr o :·mdc to hol d a 
pipe over t i1cir ilonc.s wl1:lci1 \"fC.s ottachcc1 t " the t unnel roof , 
stripped of their clothes ::nC. \/Cl" O tl"'Oll bontcn. ~re noro 
f l ogeed with l1arn0rs, the s hC'.ft being used, this was generally 
about 3 f uct lone r.nd ubout l~· i nches thick. The floc~ings 
were brutal and t ot n.l l y nnwnrrr.ntcd 1 t~1c ~nount of work eskcd 
wns inpossiblo cvon if we ~1nG. bo on fit . But in our sta te of 
health it mis a physicr'.l i1~po::;sibility . · I :personally 
v1:l tnosscd nany brutal f l C•G?;inc;s ~~nC. h.'.lvv r.~ysclf been beaten . 
I hnvo s een : :en bcnt cn nnconscicu s a.ne. kicked on the eroune. . 
I was once s t ruck t\1ico on tho hcf'.d ".Ii t h a hru:inor handl e . 
Those blow s ncre severe cnoueh to knock ;.c t n the ground 
one tc.1porarily d~zc .:10 . I still <~o not knon what that uns 
f or , all of thes e bcntings llor o c!onc by JQ.pnncsc end 
li'ornos nn Civili an ~-·orcnc·n , ,::npl oycc by the ainc . 

The truat::.cnt , the l on::; wi:llc nnt clinb, ch~ngin!; toa­
pornturcs, bl'.~ anc: lit·~lc foor1 , :il l a ttributoc t c the sick­
ness 0:1ont;st us . 1·h~ro ,.,cr o 87 dcr. t hs at I<inkescki. Eieht 
uon v1 c r c killce. in t ho nine enc one diod l at0r of a br olccn 
spine through f alling in ~ chut e . The ~ctunl nunbor of ncn 
that n ine has lcill.::c". ::mc1 :io.incc \"J:!.11 not be lcnown f or a 
l one tine , I cc.n s afely say thc.t ::ion arc still dying in 
Lngl nnd a s u direct resul t of the fi l th, dust nnd d i r t and 
herd \lork at that ti:·!o . Ther e Y1or c 11lU1!' cases o:r T. B. and 
u.:my ;:10n arc n0w boin~ trct:'.tocl for this in Engl and . 

Medi cine anc. dr ugs nt e ll tii.:.os were vcJ•y shor t, that 
issued by t 11c Jnpan£s c ;Jilitnry w c s t ottlly inadcque t c t o 
c.enl ·:ti th t he l a r cc nunbcrs of siclt ncn . Ancrican Rod 
Cross suppl i e s of r:cdicinc \'/ore r occi vod only t v1icc dur ing 
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the uhole period of inprisonnont . Tho British Offico:"s in 
the canp off oroc! to buy ;·1cdi (!l'.J suppl1c3 :- llh("lll dru::;s r nn 
short, this wns gr nntec1 . But they Hore vary 1nfo1·ior. 

Tho Ja p .. .n0sc noc11cnl stnff " ore brutnl and r.lso 
un1ntcrosto0. in- the siclc i1en . .\11 they soel"'ed t o bo con­
cornocl \11th \Ins h or1 long u :.?an could work lNforo ho collopscd 
nnd becnno ~ hos pi tnl co ::J O . Ifo f 1rst cic! or 1.1ediccl 
ordorlios ucrc n:Llcmetl in the .. 1:tn0 until April 1944, then 
t wo · ·~ec11c<.~l crfe1•ltcs nr .. ~od w1·:~!1 sc~r.cy equlpuent c.cco:-.1pan1od 
r. worltine pc.rty of UPiYroxi: ·n tcl~r 6oo , .en. Beforo this, 
injuroc: .1cn hnd t o r ennin in the 1..inl.; , t l1cir broken linbs 
and \IOunds unnttc.ndcd , so: .ctl· cs f or hours, ~nd in sone 
cases t111 t l1c norlc :rnrty returned '1t 3 p.1 .. 

All the bcC!tings, ccnc'i ti ')rtS of \1ork etc . uerc known 
to th<. t\lo Canp Coi.!.'.uincrnts -inc~ rIUst ?U'.VO beon known to the 
hi~host i:111tary ~uthcrities on Foruosv. . The policy was 
chone,inc 1:>arties 0f sick r~cn unable t o no:&.'k lone in the nine , 
f or fit :-1cn of 0thor c nnps . Thus tho conditions of the 
Copper !Iino wcr o knm;n t o a ll prisoners on Fo:rnosa . I was 
o.bl o t o tnlk nith .1on frou every caup in Jl'ur :.:oso... Conditions 
at a ll ca:~ps wore butl , Hc:tto Noo 3 c:-.np boinc in a : ialar in 
zone, ::nny ;-Jon C.icd ther e fron fever . 

In May 1945 wit h invusj.en bcine:; irn·1inont the ainc m~s 
closed nnc1. our c~r.ip coved in throo uovos t n Kolrutsu. This 
wns 8 ~·:ilos up n r ough junelo track frm1 the rnil hcc.c! at 
Shinton not fnr fron Taihok-..i , Cc-nclitions hero \loro terrible, 
f ooC. r oached the l oucst at 200 ()!'ts of dry rice plus dried 
pot at oes per day . Evcrythine t o build this cn.np , trees, 
bc:.1boo and er uss i' .)r r oofs hac:l. to be . ·an hcndlccl froa tho 
surrounding jungl e . Js.11 thi~Gs needed , f ood , : !atcri al, etc. 
ha0. t o be cnrricd by now very slck ncn , up that 8 nil c trcck 
daily. ~10 wore pushcc t o our 11.1i ts , \lorkod free daybreak 
t o sw1sot, hurrcsec , bee t en , kiclcoa. , end v10rkcd to got the 
c:tr111 finished by a · co't't~in date . \lhen the c~ap ( at l east the 
huts) v1or\3 f inishec! a aad plan t o cul ti vote thousands of 
snoot potatoes uas sto.rtccll a hueu area had t o be clcarod and 
pl anted , aeai n by c tine l : ti to Duo t o the wnr nt that tine 
eoing n gainst Jepan , t ho heavy bo;:ibings , the acncr el short­
aco of fooe , the c ttitudc of C'Ur guards got :-~ore o.ntngonistic 
ever y C:r.y . l" i cod ond nbettod by the cc!.1p officers' th0y 
bent end naltrcat od us daily. Ono nan Cpl. Flynn of the 
Ar c;yl c a nc SUt horl and lhehlnnc~ers 1 was bea t en so ho.rd on the 
hco.cl. ni th e sickle handle he ncn't c razy . By the t ir.1e our 
lives ended a t tl11s canp ~uc to t ho t erribl e t r ont·wnt hero 
tho :mjority of :Jen v1cr c :·?cnt£1.lly dorv.nc;o<.1 . T'ilo non clied hare, 
~11 wer e sick enc.1 · l ost r:ei cht, oy wciaht r.t tho end \7£'. S 7 st. 
4 lbs . r.1y nornnl weight is 10 st. 6 lbs. 
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~/c l oft K0kntsn for Ta:ll"'o~..i on .Au gust 27th 1945. 
Al t houG!l the \'IC.£ \In'> :1c \'I 0vc:r r. ... p·i'..:>Y l c- 1 0n ncs ~ m<".e to cnrry 
our sick. We lmcl t..) <.;?.!'l"Y t!1cn ott rcu.iv•::s er: banboo si~j~ ct­
chcrs . Th i s t or1·i bl c V,ournc·y bat;;t dv\'11 tho ju.t'gl o pnt h 
carrying thoso nho cot~l<l not \/allct tn the bl n:?.ing sun \'/CS a 
ni ehtunr o. That jou)•noy killod nnot.hcr t\/o ncn, they <~iod 
t hnt nieht nftcr nrri val ~t Jla~ .. ~u!yo.ua . '.I'hcir deaths 
lll\stoncd by t ho hor 1•ihi.c jot~l'n:)~" .. Oln' l ast !'bi ttor pill " 
took pl a c e o n AuQ1st ~3·1;h whon throe ~lcn '.1er o k ill otl , five 
s ovor oly and 16 sl.l.t;;1t.iy ir1j~Jrc.:,1 , by nn ~ i r ~.rop of Red 
Cross Su pp! ics . <.m Scptc:1bc:' ~t!1. I \/ii:h the others uas 
r escued by t.hc J"C ~cri~rm Navy anc 'ttik,111 to aor:illa . I 
r eturned t o uy ::one in t:;nrclif'f in Novrn ~tcr 1945. 

I plo~d on behalf of i'l!' conrac~cs dvad on( o l i ve that 
tho non r e s ponsibl e fer tho ttbv,,~ c.tr -::>citi0 s be brou ght t o 
justice , and t heir plmisl:l..rtc!1t bo such thv. t it nill stc.nd 
ns a \larninc , t o others , t h:Lt su~h crinos rmy ne ve r aeain 
bo cor.uii tto~ acnins t .Jan;::nd' J 
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