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Pemark: Sent to Tokyo under Nao., 981, Tel. Ktr., 5.7.41.

At the occasion of the discuseion concerning Jaman'e attitude
towerds Soviet Russie, I wigh to rectify below for your own orientation
vhat HMATSUOKA hes told you at the time concerning my conference, with
him about the ronclusion of a Jmanese-Russian Pact of Non-Az-ression
or Neutrality.

As you revorted in your telegram No. 655 of § May 1741,
MATSUCKA told vou et that time that oiter his demarture from Berlin,
he did not at first consider the wossibility of concluding a Jananese-
Ruseien Treaty of Neutrality. He said he had even brought thic up
in his conversation with me merely stetine his willinzness to accebt
in cese Russia was willing to ccnclude such a nect. By talking to you
in this way, MATSUOKA obviously wanted to say that I would have had
to reckon with the conclusion of the Treaty after the conversatione at
, Berlin,

After agreement had Leen fesched on the conclusion of the
troety and immediately before it wae formerly eigned, MATSUOKA slso
informed Count SCHULENBURG in Moscow in a aimiler wvein. At this
occesion Mr, MATSUCKA described his conversstions with me at Berlin es
followe: He had told me thet while at Moscow he would vprobebly not be
able to avoid touching w,on the lonz mendine question of a Janansse-
Russian treaty of neutrality or nor-sggression. He would, of course,
show no empressement whatever, tutshould the Russiang comnly with Jemnen's
wighes, he would be obliged to do sormething. I had consented to this
trend cf thouznt,

Neither the descrintion made to you nor that made to
Count SCHULENBURG corresponds to the facta. .The cubject of a Janancse-
Soviet Tresty of Non-Agzression or Neatrality has been touched unon
by MATSUCKA end myself in owr conversation of 28 March 1941, in the
following way, accirding to the nanorandum made immedietely after the

conversation by Minister S(‘éﬁ-illﬂ'l‘:)T
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Folloving/remark on the conclusisn of a Janeneso-Russisn
long-tern trade agreement, MATSUOLA msked ne directly vhather during
bie return trip he should ston ovor in Moscow somowhet lonznr, in
order to negotiate a Non-Agzerzassion or Neutrality Pect, He stressed
thet the Jeavenese poople would not allow a direct adrittance of Russie
into the Tri-Partite Pact, which would esuse one cry of indi-nation a1l
over Jevan, Igcplisd to HATSUCKA thet the sdhereonce of Russien to the
Pact wag out of the question and rocom ended that he not broach the
previously rentioned qu-stion, 1.0., the questisn of a Non-Agarossion
or Neutrality Pact with tho Russiens in Mogcow, since this would not
fit into the framec of the proucni aitnation. ©n MATSUCKA's further
ronark thet the concliusion of o trade and fiskery eagracment would
irprove the atroonhore betwesn Ruwsin ard Jenen, I renlied that thore
were no objoctions e~ainst the conclusicns of such vurgly eonrarcieal
treatics,

Hence, vhat I said o MATSUOKA at tho time unnictakeably
rovealed thet I did not considor the canclusion of o Jonenesce-Russiaen
Troaty of Non-Amgression or Neutrality Pect to be suitable. The news

of the conclusion of the Pact thorofore cone as a surmrise to re.
Howsver, I refreinod et th~ tire from makine this lnown to MATSUOKA.

Evon now there would be no s-nse in vointing out to MATSUOKA
the incorrcctness of the ctateront viich he medo to you at the tinc es
wall ag to point to the fact {hat with the concluding of the Pact, he
haes surnrised the Germen Govorniont with a fait accormli. I am novertho-
less inforning you of the sctual courso of events becnuse during your
future noliticel conversstionc, there 1ay srise the chance to rectify this
woint to MATSUCKA in a suiteble wey, should it be dcomed usaful.

In the sane way, therc nay he mn occasion in the further course
of events to remind MATSUOKA that durinz the sere conversstion in vhich
he discussed the conclusion of the Jenrn-se-Soviet Treaty with you, he
nade the following n teworthv strtenenti "Should Germeny cone to blows
with the Soviet Union, no Jamen-se Pronisr or Forzign Minister would
ever be able to keew Jroen noutrel. In this case Jepan would be driven
by the force of neccselty to atiec!: Rassia at the side of Germany. No
Neutrality Pact could alter any of this.” |

wd

Should you deem it edvisable oscasionally to draw attention
to both of the voints, please do it in s very zentle menner so that
MATSUCKA will not receive the irmrossion that I wish to teke him to
task on thease matters,

RIB3SENTROP
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Certificnte:-

I, Ulrich viraus, heareby cortify that I sm thoroushly

v
e

conversant with the Cermen end English lansuaves,
and a8 a result of the camarison betwveen the Cerman
end the Epglish toxte, I heve cstsblished that tis
18 a true and correct trensletion of International

Prosecution Document No. 4062 6,

/s/ _Ulrich A, Straus
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