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I NTERN\TION\ L MILIT1RY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 

Tllli UNITED ST.\TES OF ~\T'1I:.RICA , e t al 

-vs-

ARAKI Sadao, e t 91 
. 

- Dof ondants -

AF FIDAVIT 
~---------

S'\KOf!HZ U HISl\TSUNE 

Having_first duly sworn an o.'.lth, "'as on the 1.1ttached sheet, 
in accordance with ~ho procvdure followed in my ·country, I 
hereby depose as follows : 

When \dmiral Suzuki Aantgro r e ceived an Imperial mandate 
to f orm a new cabinet on 5 \pril 19~5 I participated in the 
selection of the Cabine t ministers. I was qppolnted Chief 
Secretary of t~e - Cabina t on 7 April upon its formation and 
r em'lined in t ·hat office until 17 August when the Cqbinet r e­
s i gned en masse. During that period, I attended all the 
ImporilY-Conferences, Cgbinet meet ings and Supreme War 
Dlr3ctlon Councils in the capacity of the Chief Secretary of 
tho Cqblne t. The :tollowlng t estimony to the facts concerning 
Foraign Ministar T~g~ in the Suzuki Cabinet ls based upon 
wh'lt I l e3rnad directly through my own experience at the above­
mentionad Councils and Conferenc ds and what I w.as told by 
Premie~ Suzuki 'lnd l'·oroi gn Minist er Togo. · 

. . 
1) On the occasion of tha formation qf the Cabinet, it w~s 

de cided to recommend Mr. T~go Shigenorl as Foreign Minister. 
An :urg3nt mesagge was promptly wired to -the GoverRor of Nagano 
Prefecture on 7 April ·t o r equest Mr. Tog~, who was than in 
K'lruizawa., to come up to Tokyo, where he w~s to be asked to 
ontor the C gbin~t. 

Ho arrlv3d in Tokyo on the e vening of' 7 ~pril and met 
~dmirll Suzuki th'lt evsning . He declared that since h& had 
origin'llly· bacn ggginst the Pqcific 'Nar, he W'.lnted to endeavor 
to tormlnate it · as quickly as possible J that although the 
t~me to close ' the war must of course bo carefully chosen in 
the light of · th~ d$Velopment of the war s ituation, ha wanted 
to know whether Premier Suzuki WSlS determined to m'lke his 
Oabi~ot the ·Cabin.a t to and the war, qnd 'lccordingly what the 

. .. .. Pre.m~er' s 'op~nion w9s wi t h respect to the war potent! 111 of 
Jap_an . ::.xch:'lnge of opinions followed 'lnd eventually Mr . Togo 
declined _the offer of tha Fo~oi gn Ministership on the ground 
thqt the 1dmir~ l's r eply wgs not clagr and thoy parted with a 
promise. to reconsid~-r th0 matter . 4s the Prami.3r told me of 
the above outcome , I cqllod on Mr. Toga on the following day, 
8 ~pril. I explqinad how it was impossible for the Premier 
to daclare , in the circumstqnces of those times, that he re ally 
intandad to bring tha war to a close promptly, because of tha 
extremely importgnt aff~ct and r e1ction it mi ght produce. I 
press~d our request thg.t, s ince thd true intention of the Premier 
w~s clear , he should 9ccept tho appointment on th~t tacit 
undorst~nding, 9nd ask3d him to mJot Mr. Suzuki aga in on the 
following day, the 9th. 
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Mr. Togo rep~atadly emphasized his position, but agreed 
to c 'lll on tho Premier on the 9th. Mr. Togo m3t Premier Suzuki 
on 9 April, h .'ld a long t 11lk vii th the Premi er, 11 nd fin11lly 
accept~d tho of f er t o become For e i gn Minister . The Premier 
t old m3 11 t th'lt time ~h 'l t it Vfl:lS bee gusa .gn !lgreemon.t wsis 
r oached on t he question be t¥1een the tVJo. 

2) Mr. Togo 'l s Fore i en Minister in the Suzuki Cabine t was 
tho most earnast ~dvocato of po1ce from first t o last. Hjs 
opinions deliv3r ed qt the ~xclusivo meetings. of the Big Six 
(tho members of the Supremo Wgr Guidqnce Council; namely, 
the Promi ar, the i 'ora i gn 'Minis.t or, tha Wgr Minister, the Navy 
h1inis t or, t ho Chiaf of the ·-lrmy Ganercil St'lff and the Chief of 
tho Navql Goner gl Staff), held very freauently from the middle 
of May onvrnrd, wer e always for pror.ipt ending c£ the war. From 
whe t I w~ s told by tha Premier, Mr . 'fag15 did not necessarily 
r es t his hopas upon the poss ibility of peace through the zood 
offices of the Sovia t Union, but intdnded so f ar as possible 
direct negotiation with the United State s GQvcrnmant. However 
tha t may ba, his effor·ts for peace wor e consist9nt. Meanwhi l e , 
there wa s an opinion supported by some military circles that 
Jap11n should ge t from the 5ovi0t Union petrol ewn and equipment 
which would enqb1e J9.p11n to continuo war . But Mr. Tog15 assorted 
th'l t such was quite inconce ivabl e , and insisted on the prompt 
conclusion of peace. · 

' s tho Imperial wishe s wor a r eveql ed on 22 June and con­
cre t e measures wor 3 to be t aken to and tho wgr, the Foreign 
Ministor in pdrson directed tho nocess.ciry prep11r-11tion 1.1nd 
proc3oded vdth tho negoti~tions with the Sovi 3t Union. \Vben 
tho Potsdam µ0 claration W'l s promul gqt ad on 26 July, the general 
trend of opinions expre ssed -11 t tha Cgbine t meeting and the 
Supreme Wgr ~irection Co uncil was that as th~ negotiations 
wor e b31ng conducted with tha Sovie t Uni on, Japan should decide 
tha m0asur3s to t ake in this connection qfter r eceiving a repl y 
from the Sovie t Union. It was de cided that Jqpan should for 
the time be ing see how thinr;s mi~bt d3velop, maintaining silence 
11s to accept an.ca or r e jdctJ,.on of the Potsdam D3cla r ation . The 
military, howeyer, r a isod ~n obje ction th11 t tha silence of the 
Govornmont as to tha Declaration would exert a most demorali­
zing eff ect upon 'the troops at tho front a~d tha t therefore a 
stronc statom'3nt should ba issued ag'linst it • 

• 
The For~ign Minister was firmly against this opinion of 

thd military, pointing out that manifestation of such an 
intention of the Govarnment wdtild eventually prove a fatal 
obs t'lc l e ,to the conclusion of. peace . Lat~r, this problem was 
brought up for discussion among the W9.r -1111nister, tha Navy 
Minister, tha .Chief of the ~rmy Gonora l Staff and the Chiaf of 
the Nqv~l Gonoral Staff at 'l conf ar ence which the For e ign 
Minister did not att" nd . 'l'h o opinion of the militqry prevailed 
and it was da cid3d that tha Pr0mi e r should stat e at q pras s 
confer enc e th~t tho .Japanes e Go ve rnment would not t ake a 
serious vi ew of th'3 Potsdam Deel 'l r a ti on, which was in subs tanco 
similar to tho Ca iro Decla r a tion . The pre ss report~d that tho 
Promi ar stated tha t tho J.'lpanJse Govarrun3nt i gnored the Declara· 
tion . 11io For 31gn Mini s t er fogre tt~d this deeply, and did not 
r; ivo his cons 'lnt to th:i decision to the l'lst . When, 'lftorwa.rd_. 
t h ..) Sovi.J t Union duclar 3d war upon Japan on the pr e t ext of tho 
apov0-monti6n~d sta t amont , tha For e i gn Ministor was d3cp l y 
ch.'3.grin.:~d 1J.t this, gnd crl 3d "That's just wha t I expected." 

On 6 ~ugust, tha city of Hiroshima was attacked with atomic 
b Jmbs . Upon r e ce ivi ng tho r eport, the For3i gn MinistGr told the 
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Pr3mie r that th.:i W'lr shoul .1 be t e rmina t od promptly, 'ln~ pressed 
hi s op inion upon th3 military l c 'lders . 

'.'ihen th3 Am0ric11n r'lGi o broa<lcast reported th 3 Soviet 
'Cni o n 1 s p1rtici.pation i n th-3 Pacific ·:1·ar at a little afte r 
i~ \. M., 9 A~us t Mr . T, ~3 cqllo ·1 on the · Pr0mi or (I W.lls with 
t ho Pr 3mi 3r th3n} , i;ind advlsocl him to end th.; v19.r pro mp tly. 
Th3 Supre me War Direction Co uncil W'ls ho l 'l in th3 mornin[: of 

· ·-th~1!'tl'I.,~ . Thar 3 Mr. Tor.15 stronr,l y insisted on th3 accop­
t .1nce of th..; Pots :lam Do cl 'lr'l ti on lnsof'11r 11s the .\11 ios woul~~ 
r 3s pect th3 ssfoty of th:i Im:_:>cria l Hous 3ho1;. , but tha Council 
n 1 journ3c~ vii thout comln;i; to .:l conclu~lon . Tho Cc;ibinct mE1otin3 
was o~3ne~ at 1 P .M. H3r a , too , Llr. T53 5 r 0po9.tad his arGu­
mvnt , 'ln ~ 3xpl'lin3:! fully tho r c 'lsons why h.J coul :1 not, ':\:';r \.30 
with those who insistc ~ upon a tt9chin~ various cond iti?ns to 

.. Jn; .t3h ' "s ''l ccfoptanoa ')f tho Pots .1!im De cll.lr11tl:)n. H,;i succo~~ed 
i n convinci.ng th-3 majority of the CSJbino t me mbe r s • 

. \ t the Im!>-3rial Confc r .;noo ?n tho ni :~ht of th3 9th, iilr. 
T3g?S ~t9.tod his bcl iaf fr-ankly anc1 clc 11rly . I n giyinr. the 
I mper i.131 dacision on tr-qt J ccasion , Hi e ~qj3 sty r,r~ciously 
eta t3d , 11 '1/e approve the opinion of the F?rJ iRn Minis tar ." . . . 

. it th3 C'lbine t me3tin1--; h e l 1 from 10 LM. , 13 ·~Uf,US l, 
imme1 i 'lt31 J.· 11ft .Jr tho '~lliJs 1 r eply was r 3e0i v 3:-l , t.ir. Togo 
insts t cd· on tho 11c<;-3pt :mcd of the De clilrcitlon promptly on tho 
basis of this r eply. ~om~ nabin~ t m3m~ers parsist3d ln re­
ouesting .ll moro clec;ir ~n ·: positiv3 r '3!)l y fro m th~ .\llies wi•h 
r e • pec t to the na tion'll polity sh d other quJ:!t i ons, but 1t1r. · 
Togo r ofutaj them with convi ncinc roasonin~. 

Discuseion W'ls rop0 'lt0~ ~urthJr gt tho Imp0rial Confarence 
i n the m:)rning of li! . . \u ::_~ust, l'iis 11.ajesty ag 'lin 11pprovec' .th.3 
Fo~olgn ~1nistar's opinion ani BlV3 t ho final ~a cision • o 
acc ept tho 9.bov.3 - mant i oncc: r.3ply of tl:e .llli .)s 'ls it e tood . 

-··· · ·-- lfl-~t, I!ir . Tot:;3 ~s li'ore i e;n ~'iinis t a r in the Suzuki 
Cabins t conc :.mtrAtG:.' .1311 ~'1~ _pne.r r,y .upon. his chorishoJ (~,;sign 
of r.) e toration of p 0 11c3· . ·· 'I nm still 1eeply impresso.:1 by r~s 
a l l - out efforts t? o n~ thJ .war w~ich ~as st~rto<l ac'llnst his 
will. 

' . 
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' . , .. . . . . •• • .. ' ...... " .. 
In gccord1nco with my consoienc a I swo11r to t 3ll th3 

wh,13 truth, withholding ~otfhing and ~ddirig not}?in0 • 

Doponant': 

Sakomizu His!l tauno . .C~11l) 

On this 4th day of Decomb3r , 1947 
:\t Tokyo 

Sakomi~u Hisatsun3 ... 
I, 1'iishi Haruhiko , hereby certify that tho above 

sta t ement ·.vas sworn to by tho doponont, who affixed his signa­
ture Mid seal th~re to in the pres3nc3 of this witns ss, 

On the sam3 d3te 

. . . . . .. . _ . :·\ ~ .. J.1oky.o ·.. .. . . . .. . . ...... .,. .... 
Witness: Nishi Haruhiko (seal) 

r.;. .. 

.. 

'l'ransla tion Cartifict.t t el 

I, Nishi Haruhiko, ~f tho defense, har aby .cortify 
am conversant wi th th.3 l:.ngliah -~nd "'Japanese l angu'lges, 
that tho for3goin~ is, to tbs boat of my knowl 3dgo and 
~ correct transl~tion of the ori~ingl document . 

Nishi Haruhiko (seal) 
Tokyo 
6 December 1947 

.. 
that I 
and 
balief, 

. . .. .., • ,. ... a,; ... 
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