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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al
ARAKI Sadao, et al

- Dofondants -

SAKONIZU HISATSUNE

Having first duly sworn an oath-as on the attached sheet,
in accordance with the proccdure followed in my country, I
hereby depose as follows: ta, 0 -

When \dmiral Suzuki “antard received an Imperial mandate
to form a now cabinet on 5 April 19)5, I participated in the
selection of the Cabinet ministers, I was appolnted Chief
Secretary of the Cabinet on 7 April upon its formation and
remained in that office until 17 August when the Cabinet re=-
signad ¢n masse. During that period, I attended all the
Impcriaf"Conferancea, Cabinst meetings and Supreme War
Dirsction Councils in the capacity of the Chief Secretary of
tho Cabinot. The following testimony to the facts concerning
Forsign Ministsr T35 in tho Suzuki Cabinet is based upon
what I lasarnad directly through my own experience at the above-
mentionsd Councils and Conferencss and what I was told by
Premier Suzukl and foreign Minister T35, , .

1) On the occasion of tho formation of the Cabinet, it was
decided to recommend Mr., T3z3 Shigenori as Foraign Minister.
An urgsnt message was promptly wired to -the Governor of Nagano
Prefecture on 7 April to request Wr. T3g3,who was then in
Karuizawa, to come up to Tokyo, where he was to be asked to
oentor the Cabinat.

He arrived in Tokyo on the evening of 7 April and met
Admiral Suzuki that evoning., Ho declared that since he had
originally been against the Pacifiec War, he wanted to endeavor
to torminate 1t-as quickly as possible; that although the
time to close the war nust of course bo carefully chosen in
the light of  the development of the war situation, he wanted
to know whether Promicr Suzuki was determined to make his
Cabinot tho Cabinet to ond the war, and accordingly what the

. Promisr's ‘opinion was with respect to the war potential of
Japan. Lxchange of opinions followed and eventually Mr, T3g3
declined the offer of ths Forsign Ministership on ths ground
that the Admiral's reply was not clear and they parted with a
promise to reconsider ths matter. As the Premisr told me of
tho above outcome, I called on Mr. T5g8 on the following day,
€ April. I explainad how it was impossible for the Premier
to declare, in the circumstances of those times, that he really
intended to bring the war to a close promptly, because of the
extremaly important effoct and reaction it might produce, I
prossed our roequest that, since the true intention of the Premiep
was clear, he should accept tho appointment on that tacit
undorstanding, and askad him to mact Mr. Suzuki again on the

following day, the 9th.
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Mr. T3gd repeatedly emphasized his Eosition, but agroed
to c¢all on the Premier on the 9th. Mr., Togd met Premier Suzukil
on 9 April, had a long talk with the Premior, and finally
accepted thoe of fer to become Foreign Minister. The Promier
told ma at that time that it was becauss an agreement was
raached on the question between the two.

2) Mr, 13gd as Foreipgn Minister in the Suzuki Cabinet was
the most sarnast advocate of peace from first to last. His
opinions delivsered at the oxeclusive meetings. of the Big Six
(the members of the Suprome War Guldance Council; namely,
the Promier, the Foraign dinister, the War Minister, the Navy
Ministzr, thce Chiaf of the Army General Staff and the Chief of
tho Naval General Staff), held very freauently from the middle
of May onward, wera always for prompt ending « the war. From
what I was told by tha Premier, Mr. 13g3 did not necessarily
rest his hopa2s upon the possibility of peace through the gzood
offices of the Sovist Union, but intended so far as possible
direct negotiation with the United States Govornment, However
that may be, his efforts for peace wore consistsnt. Meanwhile,
there was an opinion supportced by some military circles that
Japan should get from the Soviot Union petroleum and equipmont
which would enable Japan to continue war. But Mr. T3g3 asscrted
that such was quite inconceivable, and insisted on the prompt
conclusion of peace.

As the Imperial wishos were revealed on 22 June and con-
crete measuras wera to be taken to ond the war, the Foreign
Minister in person directed the necessary preparation and
proczeded with the negotiations with the Sovist Union. VYhen
tho Potsdam Doclaration was promulgated on 26 July, the goneral
troend of opinions expressed at the Cabinet meeting and the
Supreme War Direction Council was that as tho negotiations
wore baing conducted with the Sovist Union, Japan should decide
the measuras to take in this connection after receiving a reply
from the Soviect Union. It was decided that Japan should for
the time being sco how things mipght develop, maintaining silence
as to acceptance or rojection of the Potsdam Dsclaration. The
military, however, raised an objection that the silence of the
Government as to the Declaration would exert a most demorali-
zing effoct upon the troops at the front and that therefore a
stronpg statement should bs issued against it.

The Foreign Minister was firmly against this opinion of
the military, pointing out that manifestation of such an
intention of the Govarnment would eventually prove a fatal
obstacle ,to the conclusion of peace. Later, this problem was
brought up for discussion among the War .linister, thz Navy
Minister, the Chief of the Army Gonoral Staff and the Chiaf of
the Naval Gonoral Staff at a confaerence which the Foreipgn
Minister did not attend. The opinion of the military prevailed
and it was docided that the Promier should state at a praess
conference that the Japanese Uovernment would not take a
serious view of the Potsdam Declaration which was in substance
similar to the Calro Declaration. Thce press reported that the
Premior statod that the Japanise Governmant ignored the Declara-
tion. Tho Foraign Ministoer regreottod this deeply,and did not
glve his consint to tho docision to the last. Whon, aftorward,
tho Soviet Union doclarzd war upon Japan on the pretoxt of the
above-mentionad statement, the Foreign Ministor was dscply
chagrined at this, and criasd "That's just what I oxpected.”

On 6 August, tha city of Hiroshima was attacked with atomic
bombs. Upon receilving tho report, the Foraign Minister told the
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Promier that the wap shoull be termlnated promptly, and pressed
his opinion upon the military leaders.

i Yhen the American radio broadecast reported thz Sovict

Union's participation in the Pacific War at a little after
L \.M., 9 duzust, br. T325 called on the Promior (I was with
the Promioap theni, and advisod him to end the war prompgtly.
The Supreme War Direction Council was held in the morning of 1

~~the-samy-day. Thore Wr, T3p3 strongly insisted on ths accep-
tanco of the Potsdam Doclaration insofar as the 4llics woul?d
respact tha safety of ths imparial Houschold, but the Council
aljourne? without comins to 1 conclusion. The Cabinet meacting
was oponed at 1 P.M., Hors, too, Mr, T338 reopoatsd his arpu-
ment, an? explainal fully the rcasons why ho coull not, asree
with those who insistoe? upon attachlng various condltions to

" Janan"s ‘accéoeptance of the Potsdam Declaration. He succezled
in convincing the majority of tha Cabinot members.

At the Imporial Conforscnee sn tho nizht of the 9th, bkip,
T3g3 stated hig belief frankly and clearly. In Ziving the
Imperial dacision on that oeecasion, Hie iiajesty praciously
stated, "We approve the opinion of the For2ipgn lMinistar."

At tha Cabinet meating held from 10 A.M., 13 <ugush,
immediataly after the allios! r0p1% was raceived, up. T3pd
insisted on the acgeptance of the Declaration promptly on tho
basis of this reply. “om> “abinat members persistzd in ro-
cuesting a more clear an® positiva roply from the 1llies wigh
respect to the national polity and other queations, but up.
T8p8 refuted them with convineing reasoning.

Discussion was rspeatel furthsor at the Imparial Confsronce
in the morning of 1l Aurust, #is wajesty again approved .tha
Forolgn Ministor's opinion an? gave tho final docision $o
accept the abovz-mentioned roply of the Allics as 1t stood,

el ekort, Iir, T353 as Foreign Minister in the Suzuki
Cabinat concantrate? all Mis oneprgy .upon his chorisheld dzsign
of ristoration of peace. I am still deeply impressed by kis
all-out offorts to ond thz war which was started agalnst his
will. dhe? &
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my conseience I swoear to tz1l the

In accordance with _
nothing and adding nothing.

whols truth, withholding

Sakomizu Hisatsune (spal)

On this Lth day of Decomvsr, 1947
At TORFO

Deponent: Sakomizu Hisatsuno
e i

: I, Mshi Haruhiko, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn to by tho doponent, who affixed his signa-
ture amd seal thesreto in the presancs of this witnsss,

On the sams date

" ) .1?__,‘1‘01(3'.0 ' -

Witnoss: Nishi Haruhiko (soal)

. Translation Certificats

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of tho defense, horsby cortify that I

am conversant with tho Lnglish and "Japanese languages, and
that the foragoing 1s, to ths bost of my knowlzadge and balief,
A correct translation of the original document, :

Nishi Haruhiko (seal)

Tokyo
6 Decomber 1947
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