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Cong
John H. D, Rabe Nanking, 14 January 1938
J. No. 979/Vo. 12

Shanghni dircctorate
Bo: Lotter from Mr, W, Major of I Japuary 1938,

I herety ackmowlodgo the rccoipt of your above communication which
I obtained today through the mediatior. of the German Enbassy. Your infore
mations of that tirm2, thnt I shouid travel to Hankow, came tco late.
At tho /time of/ arrival of your telngram tho Germans were alrcady on
their way to Hankcw with the "Xuiwo!. I farthermors folt that it was my
duty not to forsake in an energoncy ocvr Chinese employees, Mr. Han and
fanily, our fitters, etc., wha had all fled Su¢ 20 in tho Rong., 48 I
reported to you at that timo on your telegrephic inquiry, I took over
tho chairpanehip of the International Committee for tho Esteblishrent of
a Refugee Zone which was set up here, which bocame the last place of
rofuge for 200,000 Chinese nou-combatante. The organization of this
Zone was not vory casy, especially since we were unable to get a complote
recognition of the zone from the Japarcse, ns high military porsonages
(Chinese) with thoir staff continuod to livo in the zone till the last
minute, 1. e., until their flizht from Hanking. Our real hardehip, how-
over, began only after the bombardmont, i. e., eftor the capture of the -.
eity by the Japarese. . The Japanese military auvthorities apparontly lost tl.
authority over their troops, who for wooka plundered the city after ite
capture, violated about 20,000 women and girls, slayed thousande of inno-
cent civiliane (among them 43 workers of tho powor plent) in a brutal
manner (mase murder by machine gun firo wes emong the humanitarian methods
of oxecution) and did not shy away fror also onterinz into foreign homes.
Of €0 German hozes, about 40 wore ro=o or loss rooted and four were com-
plotely burned down. Approximately one third of the city hae been dess. .
troyed through fire by the Japanesc, Cases of arson etill occur. Thore
ie no store in the city which was not broken iu or plundered. Corpses
of shot and ~urdercd people still lie around in the city, whose burial
was not.peraibted Lo me. (We 20 no’ know why.! '“Yle-cofpso of a Chinesec
soldiar, ehacklcd to a bamboo bed lies avout 5C metors fron ry house
eince December 13th. Various ponds in the zono cantain up to fifty corpse
of Chinese who had been shot, which wo are not allowod to bury.

Time far our Joumittoe has Yeon ablo to feed .the 200,000 inhabitant
of the city who have crowded into our zore, by ectting up soup kitchens,
cetablishing distributions statione for rice and flour, etc. An order
fron the Japanese has now come down 0 closo our rica anle points, since
tho nowly established rutonorious zovernmont's cormittoe wants to take over
the care of the rofugce camy and that the retugees will be forced to leave
the zone and return to their old habitate. Since, =3 already nentioned,
only a few housos are unscatlicd ocutside of the zono, the rofugees do not
know where to /go/, aside from the fact thoy zro scared of the Japanose
soldiorse, who etill at tires rorm the city nurdering and dburning. Our
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Conmittoe is now attempting to reach an underetanding with the Japanese

and with the new government which hae been instelled by then, in order to

assuro, at loast, the feeding of the refugees. In addition we naturally

have no objection if the Japanese, that is to say the new governnent, take

over the work of our Comnittee, and the sooner tho better! Ae eoon as

order ie reestablished in tho city and tho pernmission to leave Nanking is
iven by the authorities, I will come thore, All requests concerning thie
patter/ have been rofusod until nows

Therowith, belatadly, roquest pernission to stay here until the
diesolution of the Zonn Committee, eince tho weal and woe of many people
actually deponds upon ,/tho fact/ that tho fow Buropeans remain here. In
ny house and garden alone, 600 refugcuas of the poorest clase have found a
lodging eince the night of Deconmber 12th, in order not to be molested eor
killed by the unruly Japancse military rabblo. Most of the people live
in etraw hute in the garden and live on the (aily rice ration which is give:
to then, Altogether our Cormittee suporviece 25 refugee campe with about
70,000 refugecs, of which 50,000 have to be fod by us, as they are entirely
without reans. You can hardly iragino the circunstances existing here.

The bombardrent extending for monthe and the final cennonading, which pre-
ceded the capturo of the oity, wore corpared to tho distress which the
Japanose Arny created for us after tho capture of Nanking. It is a riddle
to all of ue that wo have gotten away eafoly and happily until now.

I roquoet that /you/ do not publish this letier, sinco such a

/thing/ could poseibly have catastrophic consequences for our Committee.

With German greetirnge,
(eifned) John Rabe
/146187-89/
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Contents: Happeninge in Nanking from 8 December 1937 to 13 January 1938,

Herewith I have the honeo to present the copy of a secret report
of a German eye witness concorning tho happonings in Nanking during the
period from B8 Docember 1937 to 13 Janvary 1938 with the roquest to troat
it as strictly confidontal.

The secrot roport has boen put at my disposal by General von
FALKENHAUSEN,

(8ignod) TRAUTMANN

To the Foreign Office
Borlin.

/146190/

Appondix to report Wo., 113 of the Erbassy in Hankow of 10 February 1938,
-~ File No. 2718/1955/38 w-
Secret, B
Regort 0f a German eye witness concorning tho happonings in Nenking
from 8 December 1937 to 13 January 1938,

-On @ Deoccmbor 1937 Ahs ree¥! of the Zuropoare left tle city of Nanking
and went to the Jardines Hul:, Only a total "of 22 Europecans remained in
the city and, as the Internationsl Committee for Nunking took over the
safety gone, prepared in the middle of November, Evon though this safety
zone was not officially rocognized by the Japanese, it had still been re-
spocted in gencral until the capture of the city by the Japanese, only a
fow artillery snells foll into the safoty zone and tho losscs during the
fights were vory suall, On 8 Docember the Japanese had already roached
CEILIMEN and the thundor of the cannone could bo distinetly heard in the
city. The 9th of Decerhor brought extraordinarily heavy airplane attacks
during the whole day, but the attacks were aimed mainly ageingt the Chinese
positions outside the city, the gatcs and the troop concentrations in the
eouthern part of the city.

On 10 December 1937 the Japanose made further progress and advanced
directly wp to city wall, M, G, and infamtry swhells exploded on the Chung
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Shan Tung Lou and everywhere heavy destruction by aircraft bombs were

to be seen, On the evening of tho 10th tho Purple Eill burned and

on the morning of the 1lth the Japanese had already sot up somo artillery
on the Purple Hill and wore firing on tho city and the Chineeo position
from thero, Sunday, 12th Docember, started very quiotly. Japancse
artillery no longor fired into tho city, only fow planes werc to be
gcoon, Tho Chinoee anti-aircraft gune still chot ac soon as a Japanese
plane apvearcd low over tho city. Toward noon tho fight becamo agein
more vivid, Tho Japancse concentrated their artillery fire on the
gaten nnd tho spots plrnnned for a bronk through. During tho whole
nftornoon Pukow was honvily bombrrded by Japrnero planes to mako a
rotroat imooseidle for the Chineee troops. During tho bombardnont
/ddbai[ norrly all knglish ghipe and also the ¥ulk woro heavily dameged,
Armed Japnncsc motorbonts also appenrod, but thoy kept mainly in the
middlo of the river.

In the afternoon the rotreat of the Chinerc troops slowly bogan
fund zwar/ with tho retroat of troops in the south of tho city, The
order for rotroat hnd sct the time for the bogin of the retreat at
8 o'clock in the :vening, Actunlly, the rotreat started much eorrlicr,
3y 6 olclock in the afternoon the rotrort tosk olace in orderly groups
snd very quiotly, Aftor 3 o'clock in tho aftornosn the tcmpo became
froter and slovly the order diesolved, till, towards midnight, the re-
trent detoriorateod into regular rout, Tho rotront waco made extremely
difficult by the barricrding of the Chang Men (the main gnte for
HSIAKWANY, Only ono wing of thn gntec wee oponed and oven that was
nerrowed by a sand barricnde so that trucks wore just barely ~ble to got
through, Furthormore, ~ berricnde was crocted nenr tho Railway Ministry
which wne barring half of the stront side and which had slrcady on
11 Docombor lesd %o great interrupti-ne of the traffic. In the after-
noon hours of the 12 December Japancec planee shifted tho field of
thoir mnin cctivity already t- the rivor. In tho evening the Communice-
ti~ne! Ministry ctartcd burning and illuminated the way »f rotrent, which,
in tho mcantime, vwas nesrly comdlotely dlocknd,

Townréd morning of 13 Decembor tho retrant slowed down, tho
Hoialwan sntc was closed and barrieaded, Whatover still remeined in
the city was oncompnssed and thore wero otill many who gathored togothcer,
probnrbly the best oncs, who had romaine”. egeinst the enony to tho last.
Good troope with £ood couipment and still gond ddecipline moved in
infividusl groups towards the wost inte the mountaine or searched for
gona othor way out, 422.2 but rondy to fizht, Partly these groups had
tn fight thoir way throuch Japenese groupus thiroe times before they could
escape the cnecirslemert, Others, howover, throw away their aras, put on
civilian clothee nnd hurricd towards the snfety zono,

In sono parts the fizht flarod up once noro, dbut this Chinose opno-
sition wag quickly breken down by the Jepinese who made plentiful use
of tonks, Towar’s norn of 13 Docamboer, it turned absolutely quiet in
tho city. Tho Chinese civilian population hid in the houses and cholters
and weited for the Jrpancse wh. did rot come. In the aftcrnoon tho
Japanose brousht their troops ow:r tc Pukow in order to continuc the
pursuit of the Chinsse, Later it wae found out that those troop® Ce-
tachnents had been 24 hours late and that the Japencco hac. had the

.. - " C s )i =

28 ' S . . : i

PURL.: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/719aa8/




Losvacut Yo, 4039 Pago 6

intention of croseing over to Pukow on the oveninz of 12 Dccomber., The
Jepnneee warshipe also did not arrive until in the afternoon of 13
Decembor and directed their fire nainly againet tho railways and the
roade of rotreat, Late in the afternoon of 13 December the informant
8aw the first Japanese in the city. At firet the Japeneee behaved very
correctly, and even to a certain degroe obligingly. The International
Comnittee at once took up connectione with the Japanese and again triocd
to obtain recognition of the safety zone, It is true that thies recogni-
tion was refused, but the Japanese troops which now advanced in a
broad front as high aa the Potsdamer Platz maintained a neutral atti-
tude, In the afternoon of 13 December the Committee also took over the
Waichiaopu, which wns fitted out ans o hospital. The conditionswhich
reigned thero we': honeless, The Chinese wounded had been left without
care for two to three days, the ocntire nursing staff had fled; on the
contrary all tho roome were full of weapons and ammunition, which

wore at once carried away by the Committee in order not to give the
Jepancso a pretert for actions against the wounded, The Chinese Rod
Crose, which was organized in the safety zone, war 2t once ready for
cooperation anc by eveningz it had been poesidle to remove moet of the
cirt ancC the dead from the hoepital so that Japanese patrols, which
cearchol the hospital in the night, had no roason to intorvene,

On 14 December a complete change in the attitude of the Japanese
troops took place. The Bommittee was prohidited from further aiding
the Chinese wounded in the Waichiaopu hospital and from entering it,
On 14 December the Japanese troops which were insufficiently proviced

‘ue to the fast advance were lot loose on the city and acted in & manner
vhich is just indescribdable for resular troops, They took all seizable
stores of foodetuffe from the refugees, the woollen sleeping blankots,
the clothes, the watchos -~ in short, everythinz which secmed worth taking
with them, Not only reeietance, but a dilatory or slow handing over

was igmediately arswered by the bayonet and many, just decause they

did not comprehend the languape, ete,, became victime of this circum-
stance, Again and again this brutal military moh broke into the re-
fugeo zone and into the crowded housee, searching for articles which
their prodecessor had perhapes scorned to tako with them, There was

and 8till is no respect for foreign flare and when we sought to éofend
our servante or our property by an cnergetic a pearance, we had to
subject ourselves to threats and insults from the Japanese soldiers, It
was no rare picture that a single Japanese soldier drove four coolies

who had to carry his loot, This organized thieving and plundering lasted
fourteen days and even today ona is etill unsafe from some groups, who,
om any renson whatsoever go out to "requieition." A few food stores
were broken into, and emptied durins the retreat of the Chinese troops,
and a few fires were also otarted, However, by far the greater part

of the city was undenaged at/the time of/ its capture,
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The picture of the city has changed complrtely under Japcnese
rulo, No day goos by without new cnsee of arson, It im now the turn
of tho Taiping Lou, the Chunz Shan Tung Lou, G» Fu Lou, KioKiang Lou,
Tho entire southern part of the city nnd Fudse Minv are completely
slundorcd and burnol. Aown, FExmresced in percentages, one could say that
30 to 40 »or cent of the city hns Leen burned down, The many discarded
uniforus zave the Japnnose the welcome occasion for the contention that
wany Chinese soldiers aro staying in the refugec zone, Again and again
they combed throuzh the refusee camps but did not renlly give themselves
tho trouble of lookins for tle eunyosol soldiers, instend nt first
carried off nt ranfom nll youthr, without option rnd then all thoso
vho for some reneon hnd como t7 their rttontion, Althoush no shot
was ovor firod an the Jepanoere by the Chinese in the city, the Jajanese
shot  “end at lonet 5,000 nmea, wostly rt the river, s&o that one could
forpo the hurinl, Among the menple who were shot were harmless workors
of the city adminietratior, clectrical undertaking, nné tho water works,
Until 26 Decombor the corpses »f 30 cheined snd shot coolies lay on the
etroets at the Comunicntions Ministry., Ahout 60 corpees lie in n
pond not far from the Shanei Low, in a templeo/lis/ 20, and on 13 Jenuary
1938 20 cornses were stil) lyins around nt the end of the Kiangsu Lou,

Another ead chaster is the nnltreatment nnd violating of many
mirle and wonen, Unnecessary barbaritiecs and umtilations, even on small °
children, are nst uncommon,

All Baroperns wore prohibited from lenving the city nnd activity
in the city wrs allowed only with » Jnpaneso police escort, However, a
zontlemen was ahle to Yido ¢s Tci Chin Shen on 28 Docomber in order to
huy foodstuffs, He hnd helieved until now that tho tribunal of the
Jannnooe Army oxtende only to Nankinz, the croital and centor of the
mnti-Japancee movenent, “ut he now found out thnt the ravazing was
ovon worse on tho flatlands, The Chinese Ariy had partly set firo to
the villages ond gome farnstoado £or nilitary roanons on its retrenrt
but the Jajanese hal systematically continucd thooo incendirry fircs,
Many doad wator buffalo, horsos, mules lie on the fielde and alon~ side
the highway, Maltreatment, visletione, and chootings are overydsy
OcCcurancog,

The jopulation mostly fled into tho hille snd ig hiding there,
During a one-hour tri» by automobile, tho zcntleman did not see any
livinz hunan b ing, not oven in the larre villnros, At the Thousand-
Budcha Mourtain a fuzitives' cam- of about 10,000 people has been formed,
But here to~ the Ja~ancse snldiers ragel like eavapges, According to
renorts from Chirese the country from Shanghai to Wunu is sunnosold to
he in A sinilar condition. It cannot he imnrined how the farmers are
noing to cultivate their fields this spring without tools, without water
huffalnes which are vitsl for the rice cultivation, and without the
security wvhich ie n yrerequisite for the °nily worlt in the fields, so
that 1t has to be sorinusly conpidored that o famine will break out in
tro territory occunied by the Jrapancso,
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On 1 Janunry 1938 the proviaioml golf-govornment vas get up and
officially vroclsined, On tha old Arun tower the five colorod flag
was hointed and at the samo tine tho Rugssinn erhasny wont u? in flamew,
The solf-government we: only estahlished undor groat aifficulties and
even to'ay it is not yet capable of povorning, The Chinesc have no
confidence whatsoever and the Japanene on ono hand eonsent to zive
support and aa~in refuse it on the other hand, The well oducatoed
Chinese romain reservef and only to promote sonmo coo-eration &id the
Rod Cross Socioty Ceclare itgelf willing to cooperato.

The wnter suy~ly of Wankinz failed on 9 Decemh or nnd was completely
rostored by tho Japancee on m Jenunry. The rower city 1nnt worked
incessantly till the nizht of 12 Docomher, Tho sup™ly of 1light was alseo
rostored by the Jarqaaece cn 7 Jenurry, Both wlants wero as ool as
undomaged and it coee not sneak for the Jannnooo orgrnization thnt it
took so long till 1ight and. wnter supply wore aroin working.

The fool situntion of tho city ie moot difficult and o deterioration
1a to he foarod rather than Aa improvonent, The sopulation is 1iving off
its recervee, Noboly has inconmos nnd for a lonz time $here is no prospoct
of procductivo sctivity.

on 12 Decerber it was onco more »ospible to hring 8,000 sacks of
rigo and 1,000 sncks of flour into the aafoty zone, A11 of this,
howsvor, has boen almort conoumed by now, In nné around the town 18
rhout 100,000 sncks of rice nnd 40,000 sncke of flour, Evorything is,
howover, confiscatel. My tho Jepaneso army. In grito of uepeatod
nogotintions rnd pronisce which were of ton siven no supplies were hrought
in so that it sphenrs ns {f nne would let thingn &0 as far As 8 famine
in order to mnke tho population still more subminsive and especielly to
hnve & protext to nroakup the snfoty Zono. Supply from Shanghni 18
dependent on the pgraclousness of the Japanose, who, however, up to
12 January bave given no ~ormission althoush fool. stuffs have been nade
ready in Shonghal, fodry the safety zone 1s etill hiding by far the
greater part of Honking's population within its borderds.

The frteful days of Nanking have cleariy shown two fecte: (1) the
failure of the control of the defenso of the fort of Nanking; (2) the
1nck of diseiplinc, ~trocities, and erininnl acts not of an individual
vut of an entire Army. namoly the Japanceo,

It scene lika ioclkery, to sce this boustial machinery appent as
chnmpicn of anti-conmunism rnd outwardly stand ud loudly for the renova=
tion nnd liherntion nf China, whereas only naked conmuniem anil the upriso
of all ovil and inferior cioments can f£louriseh in its tracks,

| 161007 [
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I hereby truthfully ctatc the vollowing fects of eonomy atrocitics
thich I porsonally witno:rsed:

The Jepancse troops cezupled lian Hsiang, Kiangsu Provinco on
jetober 10, 1937. Theoy plundored ona killed LI Chin iMin, 2 morchant,
nd machine-gunned more than 200 other merchants to deatﬁ.

Tho above statcment ccntains facts fruo fron falschcod. If the
memy atrocities statad <bove be oventuplly brought to triel in a
sourt, I am willing tc appear citiicr as oh accusey or as a witnoss and
.0 undergo punishment for any malicious z~cu:ation or false testimony.

Ni:EE: CHEN Ya Ching

SE.L: (yes)

SEX: male

:IGE : 2

N.TIVE PL.CE: Ching l.on District, Fupen
OCCUP.,.IION: woundec scldier

\DDRESS: Sha Pin Pra, Chungking

sefere meking the statement, the above nemed was told tho moaning
fa

f signing an affldavit, and tho punishment fcr malielous accusation
nd false testimony. A4Lfter tho statement was made, it was shcun and
oed to him, and was acknowladged by him as corract.

INVESTIC.TOR'S N.1Z: YU Chien Hsuan
SE.L: (YOS)
SEX: malo
AGE: 40
NiTIVE PL.CE: Hunan
OFFICI.L POSITION: Chief of tho Polico Station at Chung Erh
Recad, Chungking
WTE: 20 Docember 1944

Translated from Chinesc by

Chincse Division, IPS
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