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P. 201 - 207 

:: • Proceed. 

A. Following the r acaipt of this despatch cont ~ ining th9 orders 
from the J'lp'.lnes'e Go v•)rnm.Jnt I conveyed the messabe to 
Ribbentrop . • • • .Hbbentr op then 'lS ked me whe ther ther e V!'l S 
going to be a war or not - you m~y r 9cell th~t the despetch 
d i d not definite ly s9y thet there would bo war, only thlt in 
cese t he r e W'ls 1 W'lr such 'lnd such w1s desired . In reply to 
his ques tions I t old h i m th~t I knew of Hull's sev.er e reply 
and also of the burninR ?f t he code books in the United States , 
3- nd th1t r e l ·"l tions 1''0T'3 evi dantly extremely strqined , but 
whethe r war would qct u~l ly c~me qbo ut o r not I could not say • • 
• Ri bbentrop st9tad th1 t ~is wg e an extremely ~rave dec i sion 
th":t t Germ'lny would hqvq t o M'lko ':lnd th'lt befor~ he could give 
'lny r eply he would h:nc to commu.nic ':l t e with Hitle r 13t Supreme 
He'ldqu'lrt ars . • • • I do not r e member wh e the r it wgs th~ t 
d8.y 'Jr tho ne:;~t , but i n 'l ny case Ri bbentr op sent for me qgain 
'lnd when I wo nt he st11tcd t h!'l t Sovi '3 t f '.) rcos hqd Just l aunched 
'l s e ver e counte r - offensive :!.n the J.c sc ov1 sGctor qnd 'l portion 
of thG (~ermcin _.\rmi e s was surr ounded. '1l·er ef ore , he S'lid , 
Hitlor h qd ~one pe rson'llly to the s r e 'J t o direct oper ations 
3nd th1t h3 h 'ld not been 'lbla to m'lka cont act with him y 3t . 
It is ,_ furth er fqct th ~t ther e w9s ~ very bqd storm r q~ing 
ar ound rle rlin qt the time , 9.nd I b~ li a\e th 1t al l communi cittc 
were bqdly h'lmp er ed . In 11ny c s se h 3 "\Skod me to stsnd by for 
while , l'l S h~ W ''.\ S try ing very h1rd to m'lke contsict with the 
Fuehrer . 

G. Now, Gener'll , this :tll h 1ppe nod on the d o.y you r e ce i vad the 
desp~tch f r om Tokyo cont s i ning these i nstructions to appro'lch 
th e Garm~n Gover nment? 

A • . i\ s I just told you , I 'lm not !lbs:>lut.;ly cert ':lin of wh e ther it 
W'lS th1t dgy or the next . 

Ri bbentrop the n q u.a s tionad me , 'lsking whether J':lp ~n hlld 
snythinB to offe r 'Jn h a r p'lrt qnd , too , whether she wqs pre­
par ed to dr.gw up 1.mothe r •n et r eg'lrd ing mutu'll .~id . • • • In sub­
st qnce , the Uerm'lns 1t this po i nt were becoming v3ry f'JXY and 
\'1·:mted p'lyment for goods delive r ed if th9y supplied tha go ods . 
I told ~ im thet this would meqn d'J ing 'lway wi th the ~i l i tary 
Commi ssion th1t exi sted ~t tho t ime or qt l eqst t cikinR away 
their prerog 'ltives , so th1t I wss not in 'l position to m1ke 
qny counter - proposals , 'Jnd thlt I would communic'lte qbout th is 
m'ltt ar with the J>ip'lne~e Government . Iiibbentrop then s'lid th'lt 
he wish.:?d me to not s a nd such a communic'ltlon yet, 'lS this W'lS 
simply his oVJn i d ell ':l nd h e would h'l ve to c ommunic 'lte ,..,1th Hi tl e1 
before :my officia l nogoti1tions wer e entersd into .,.,ith the 
J'lpanese Gov arnment . I then sent ~ da sp qtch to the Jgpgne se 
liovernmont - this wg s 1round the third or fourth of December 
1941 - r e l1ting how I h id 1nform3d h ibbantrop ~bout their wi ~~ 
and how Ribbentrop h1d not been abl~ t o contqct hitl~r yat . 

Thar: c.ome1:: ~ brieiccass 115 ;?c•:ding• ot tMs point. 
~i I ~ : :i ~ - 1 ~ . i . 
Ill<' ... a f · -.... ~. t . .J · ~,Js/ 
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Follo~inr ttis I r c calv-d 1~ ilmost d~ily requ~st from the 
G3rmqn G~virnm Jnt tor lny further n3~s 1s t~oy , too , were 
vory 1nxiou!:' to f i nd out "'r Jthor v1'lr 1"1s 1ctu'll l y f' :> inr, to 
br3'1k out or ~ot . Jn my o'lrt I w1s oxtremely 'lnxlous to con­
t \ct !JitlJr , but 1s it trGnspir~d rirht up to t!-3 st'lrt of 
host i lities ws "13r3 not 1bla to cont'lct him . 

·;e now come to Decemb3r 7, 19J1 1. Sometime dur·i n7 th'3 
'lft3rnoon I r ocaiveJ 'l dasp'ltch from th~ ~orei ~n 0 ff ic~ in 
Tokyo to t he affect th'lt they wls~ 9d me to spasd up no~ot l q­
tions i nd come to g dec~si')n lS quickly 'IS poss i ble . I do 
not !mow for ce r t1 i n \"hl3n this t0lcrtr'lm \'1 1s r 3ce ived , . but nft er 
bo in~ decod od i t w1s h'lnded to ma ibout 5 P. Ll . Be cause of this 
C')l~inunl c ".l ti on I dacid0<l under ':lny circumst1nc os to sond 11 

tol13gr~m to t h o J9,1nosa Go~~rnmant rag1rdin~ tha progr ess of 
my t'll~rs with th.; G3r 1s.ns so f .qr . Tr.is m3 1nt th1t I would 
ha va to include th1t w•ich h ibbentrop hid r eq uasted me not t o 
communic ~ te '1bout , '1S 1 t 1•11s h ls O"m .lde'l .11nd no t the off ici 'll 
vi ews of tha Garm~n Gov~rnmdnt . In my tDlerr 'lm I wro te up 
t h e ful l history of th3~l t'llks 1nd w~llo I d id not sly that 
h i bbantr op h~d r equastJd ma not to communic~te 'lbout it I de­
fi nit9ly stgted th~t thasJ viaws r9~irding unconditiongl 'lid 
wor 3 ~ i bbantrop 1 s 'llona b3c'luso it h~d b~an impossible to rn'lke 
cont~ ct with Hi tl.Jr 1 s yet . I~ of the l:'.,m'nssy St ':lff h '1d g 

confs r :mce 'lbo ut th3 communic'lt i on ·ve should s·.md 'lnd b'lsed 
on t h Jt th i s ddsp1tch w1s dr1ftad qnd compl0ted ~r )und 7 P. M. , 
Bar lin tima • . -\r ound 8 r . M., Derlin time , 'lfter h'lvlng e; iva n 
orders to se nd of f t his dasp1tch I returned to my offici 1l 
r as i donce . ~f t er 'lbout t on er twenty minut3s I r e ceived a 
phone c 111 from Counsallor K~:N~HO.Rf\. infor ming me th'lt he h1d 
he'lrd f rom 1 msn n1m.?d ·N;.)H\L\ , 1n C.mb1ssy am9l oyaa , t hst this 
m~n h1d h1~rd on the r1dlo th'lt thJ J1p'lnase ~1 vy h1d gtt scked 
Fe 'irl f;1rbor . I mm.a di ?.te ly foll owinr, this t -3lephona c 'lll I 
c 'lllod the J 9p1nase 2mb1ssy 1nd or d)rJd th'lt the dasp'ltch 
which h'ld bee n ~rep~rod be C'lnce lJd - th'lt is to s 1y, not be 
san t . Followi ng t his ~ibbontrop ta l nphoned gnd s'lid th'lt ho 
h~d ha'l rd the news ov3r tho 1ir thqt Pc'lrl H~rbor h'ld bee n 
~ tt1ck0d , but th'lt wg s 111 he kn0w , 1nd d i d I h1vo 'lny further 
inform1tion gs to whcth9r the rat'or t w1 s true or not . I 
gnswerad th~t I h1d onl y hc'lrd ~bout l t ., f ew minuta s bafore 
'lnd knew no mor 0 th1n h0 h1d rscountod . Hs than r cq ue stgd 
me to coms ri~ht ov3r to his homd ind while I h1d not yet 
ov')n h 1d rny dinns r I r:~m t on ov·3r. Ire onc.J lg·1in 'l sked i~a 
if I knew 9nything further "nd I 'lnswJr.3d l n th0 DdP''ltiv3 . 
Ri bbentr op th3n told a o th~t QS g m1tt0r of f 1ct he. h'.ld r 0-
ceivad a t e l ephone C'lll from Suprema II0'.ldquqrt ers in v:hich the 
S'l i d th1t thay h1d haJr d tP is ov0r tPe r "d i o , but did he , 
R ibb3ntro~ , know 'lnything mor e '.lbout it . I th1n ~ skad him 
whether , hgving been 'lbl3 to c ont~ct Hi tL:) r , he h'ld s po k0n 
~bout th3 m~tt~r 0f uarm'lny ' s entry into tho W'l r , 9nd Ri bbentrop 
~nswarad th'lt Litlor h1d st~ted h e w1s in lccord with Jap3n 1 s 
•r1ishes , but wish3d to t\•·1it until 'ln offici1l conf irmst i on of 
th 3 st'lrt of host ilities ~'l s ra ceivad f r om J~p1n . Ribbantrop 
snd I broke off tha conv0rs1t i on ~t this po int Jnd I r e turn3d 
hom3 . Th~ next d 1y I reco i v~d the offici1l r eport from J'lp'ln 
'l nd communicstad t h is f sct to Hibo0ntrop . 1 ~ t han baggn drgwinr 
up thJ p'1ct . Th i s pqct his been mgde public , but 'ls I r~ c 'lll 
tho m"ln po ints th3y wer o thqt no C3ss1tlon of hostil i tie s or 
s s op1r atJ pa'l ce w0uld ~J entar od lnto by "ny of tha signa t or i es 
without prior discuseion . 
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\ . Dec )mb~r 11, 19)11. 
I m1y h-· "8 b·.:Jr! ')f<­

inP" up t') it 1i-., 1~ 
~otr. ~ i o13ntrop 1nd 

, ~ r~ f1r 1s tr i~ trJ1ty ~o ) s , ~hile 
s l i ! t y ') n .ht. s , t r ,:) ·1 c t u 1 l f '1 c ts l J '1 d ­
I i:.-.v..., r c •1nLJ it 1'1d I b3liev3 th1t 
Gius "1ould J no•'" ') f it 11 so . 

11 J QCtu1l dr1ft i n r; of th.3 '''let tr.Jn , lccord i nc: to your :::t-it. ~ ­
n ,r,t , st 'lrt yJ on D3 c Gmb~r 9, 1nd it w1s sif'"n.;d on D.3c .3mb.) r 1 1. 
Ts Lh1t cor r J ct ? 

~ . Th0 dr1ft i ng of thJ p'l ct tJ~'ln on the e th ~nd th ~ p1ct V'1S 
si~n~d on the 11th. 

A. It w1::: '1 v e ry si ~pl3 p1ct ind did not ~Jc~ssit 1t 3 dets i l a d 
discussions . 
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