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Following the raceipt of this despateh containing the orders
from the Japanese Government I conveyed the message to
Ribbentrop. « « « dlbbentrop then asked me whether thsre was
going to be a war or not - you may ra2call that the despatch
did not definitely say that there would b2 war, only that in
case there was a war such and such was deslred. In reply to
his questions I told him that I knew of Hull's severe reply
and also of the burning of the code books In the United States,
and that relations wers evidently extremely strained, but
whether war would actually come about or not I esuld not say. .
. Ribbentrop stated that tkis was an extremely grave decieion
that Germany would have to make and that befors he could give
any reply he would have to communicate with Hitlsr at Supreme
Headquarters. « « .+ I do not remember whether it was that
day or the next, but in any case Ribbontrop sent for me agaln
and when I went he stated that Soviet forces had just launched
a2 severe counter-offensive in ths boscow sector and a portion
of the Cerman Armies was surrounded. Ilherefore, he said,
Hitler had sone personally to the area to direct operations
ind that hs had not been able to make contact with him yot.

It 1s a_further fact that there was a very bad storm maging
around Serlin at the time, and I belisve that all communicatic
were badly hampsred. In any case he asked me to stand by for
while, as he was trylng very hard to make contact with the
Fuehrer.

Now, General, this all happened on the day you receivad the
despateh from Tokyo containing these instructions to approach
the German Government?

As I just told you, I 2am not absolutzaly certain of whather it
wags tha:t day or the next,

Klbbentrop then questioned me, asking whether Japan had
anytking to offer on har part and, too, whether she was pre-
pared to draw up another »nact regarding mutual aid. « « o In sub=-
stance, the Uermans at this point were becoming very foxy and
wanted payment for goods delivered if thsy supplizd the £oods.
I told him that this would mean doing away with the ¥ilitary
Commission that exlsted at the time or at least taking away
their prerogatives, so that I was not in 2 position to make
any counter=-proposals, and that I would communicate about this
matter with the Japanese Government., Kibbentrop then said that
he wished me to not ssnd such a communication yet, as this was
simply his own 1dea and he would have to communicate with Hitle:
before any official nepotiations were entersd into with the
Japaneee Uovernment., I then sent a despatch to the Japanese
Ugvernment - this waes around the third or fourth of December
19h1 - rglating how I had informzd fibbentrop about their wisk
and how Hibbentrop had not been abls to contact Hitlar yat.
There com2s 2 brief racess in the proceedings at this point.
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Following thies I recalvzd in almost 4 requset from the
Gsrman Governmznt 1- ny 12%s a8 they, too, were
very anxXlous to find out wrothsar war was actually golng to
brzak out or not. OJn my vart I was sxtremely anxlous to con-
tact Hitlar, but 3e 1t transpired right up to tka start of
hostilities we wars not abls to contact him.

s now come to Decembar T, 1941, Somatims during thso
\ftsrnoon I received a despatch from tho Foreign Offics in
Tokyo to the offsect that they wished me to spe3d up nopotia-
tions ind coms to 1 decision 18 quiekly as possible. I de
not know for certain when this teolempam was racelved, but after
bolny decoded 1t was handed to me about 5 P.li. Bscause of this
communication I dactded under any circumstancos to send a
tolegram to tho Janancee Govarnmsnt regarding the progress of
my talks with tha Gar~ans so far. This m2ant that I wsuld
have to include that wrich kibbentrop had reguzsted mse not to
communicate about, as 1t wae his own ides and not ths official
views of the German Government, In my talerram I wrote up
the full history of thess talks and whilo L d1d not say that
hlbbentrop had requestsd ms not to communicate about it I dee
finitsly stated that theco views regarding unconditional aid
wers Ribbentrop's alone bacause It bad been impossible to make
contact with Hitler as yet. o of the Lmbassy Staff had a
conferance about tha communication we should s:nd and based
on that this duspatch was draftad ang completed around 7 P.M,,
Esrlin time. 4round 8 F.M., Perlin time, after having given
orders to send off this despateh I returnad to my official
rzsidence. Aftser ahout ton er twenty minutzs I rascaived a
vhonoe call from Counsallor KAWAHARA Informing me that hs had
heard from a man namad ‘NOHALA, an Embassy amployse, that this
man had hsard on the radls that tha Japanzee Yavy had attacked
Pearl Harbor. Immsdiately following this talephons call I
called the Japanzsea Lmbassy and ordared that the dsspateh
which had been vpreparsd ba cancelod - that is to 83y, not be
sant. Following this 4ibbentrop tolsphonsd and eald that he
had hsard the naws ovsr tho alr that Pearl Harbor hag been
attacked, but that was all ho knew, and did I have any further
information as to whatharp the raport was trus or not, I
answerad that I had only haard about it 2 few minutss before
and knew no mors than hs had recounted. Hz than raguzstad
me to com2 rizht ovzr to nis home and while I had not yet
oven had my dinner I went on ovar. e once 1gain askad mas
If I knew anything further and I answarzd In the nepativa,
Ribbentrop than told na that as a mattap of fact he had ra-
celved a telephone call from Suprema Hoadquarters in which the
gald that thay had heard this over the radlo, but diqg ho,
Ribbentrop, know anything more about 1t, I than asked him
whothsr, having bezn abls to contact hitlar, he had spoken
about ths matter of Uapmany's entry into tho war, and Hibbentrop
answerad that &itler had stateg he wae in acecord with Japan's
wishes, but wishzd to watit until an offici=l confirmation of
th2 start of hostilitics was raceived from Japan, Ribbentrop
and I broke off the conversation At thls point and I returnsd
homa. The next day I receivad the officiail report from Japan
and communicatad this fact t» lbbentrop. 'e than bagan drawing
up thoe pact, This pact hasz been mado public, but as I pagall
ths maln points thsy wers that no c3ssation of hostilitics op
a separatz peace would %2 entored into by any of ths signatories
without prior discussion. '
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