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Tuesday, 17 September, 1946

- e o

INTEZRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
FOR THE FAR EAST
Court House of the Tribunsl
War Ministry Building
Tokyo, Japan

The Tribunal met, pursuvant to adjournment,

at 0930,

Appearances:

For the Tribunal, same as before,
For the Prosecution Section, same as before.

For the Defense Section, same as before.

\ (English to Japanese and Japanese
to English interpretation was made by the
Language Section, IMIFE.,)
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wILD ~ CROSS

BY MR. BLEWETIT:

MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now in session.

THE'?RESIDENT: ‘All the accused are present
except OKAWA, who-is represented by counsel. That .
shall be taken to be the case in the future until I
announce otherwise. |

Mr., Blewett.

CYRIL HEW DALRYMPLE WILD,
 called as a witness on behalf of the prosecution,
| resﬁmed the stand and testified as follows:

CROSS-EXAMINATION (Continued)

THE WITNESS: May I request permission to
correct an inadvertent inaccuracy in something that
I said yesterday, having found dut_the_correct facts
since? - | "

THE PRESIDENT: You may.

. THE WITNESS: I stated in ﬁy evidenge yester-
day that the POW Invéstigation Committee Was formed»cn
the brders of Lieutenant Géneral WAKAMATSU.‘ I said
that he d1d so acting in the capacity of Minister for

Var because Lieutenant General SHIMOMURA was at that

time detained in Shanghai. I derived this information

frem Licutenant General KAWAMURA, who at the end of
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_thg wag Wﬁ% in Hiroshima anﬁ did admit e sgy th&% hg

"ygeertain ef his facts, I, theref

‘.; urt rase. ﬂe tald me that in facb
B tfaeneral ShIMlMEBA, the Minister for W@y,
'Fei§4ng at the end @f &he war, ana cama gggk

Th@t wes in Gctober, and he told ma
te r%d th@ ;nfprmatiga bt

.

mbag ngitn@ugng; but haw 1qng the
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on sitting, he didn't know, because he, himself
gave up the chelrmanshln in November, At that time
there were, he said, about fifteen subacommittees
Sitfing. But, I am afraid I forgot to ask him what
happened to the sub—committee's report on the Chinese
massacre in Slngapore, aithough he mentioned that
‘Colonel uUGITA was the Chairmen of it. On the other
hand, Colonel SUGITA did tell me that he personally
handed the report on the Chinese massacre to General
WAKAMATSU . |
- Q YeSferday you testified that the Ccmmiftee_

was appq;nted by the Vice-Minister inSeptembér or |
Octobe:é‘1945. Can you ﬁbw be more specific as to
the dete? |

A Only in the sensé'that General WﬂKAMATSU
told me yesterday that Generel SHIMOMURA ordered
the‘appointmént‘of”fhe PPW-Investigafion Committee
soon nftef his return frnm China;’which; he said; was
about thé 23rd of Angust° certainly not before the
beginning, certainly not later than the end of
August.

Q Well; are we to believé,'Colonel; that this
Committee was appointed in August, 1945?

A No, I think September is the likelier month
becguse that also tallies with what Colonel SUGITA
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20

told me.

“"Q What'was the'medium of your infermation'as'
to your testimony yesterday that it was formed 1n
September or October?

A Colonel SUGITA 1% ﬁas entirely on the
basis of what Colonel SUGITA told me thet I first

suspected thet a document on the China massacre:

L was 1n,existenee, and having‘found 1t, and mentally

compared itrwith the Burpa-Siam Reilway report, it
was a natural deduction that there might be other
reports alse in existence. |

Q@ I should like, Cnlonel, te get that date

j with a 1ittle more aceuracy, 1f possible.

THE PRESIDENT ¢ Why S0, Mr. Blewett?

MR, 'BLEWETT: If your Honer please, the
testimony yesterday was from September to October,
This morning the witness belleves that it was some-
time in November. | s |

~ MR. COMYNS CARR' September.
3THE~PR¢SIDENT “September,“he said.
- | MR- "BIAE"L‘E:TT'* I am SOrry. ;
| -THE PRESIDENT. You suggested August. He

said “Ne, September.

AMR¢~§LEWETT:5 I am content to have the

evidence‘shgﬂ it Was Septemher, sirQ
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Q From what source did you ébtain information
that Chengi Prison had been built for seven hundred
convicts?

A From a warder of Changi Prison, who was one
of my fellow-prisohers. Also, there were officers
of the Malayan Prison Service in Changi Camp as
prisoners of war. Also, when I, myself, was lmmured

in Changi Prison we had a book of the prison regula-

tions. Also, in trying to fit five thousand prisoners

of war into the prison I was naturally interested in
the amount of accommodations.

Q "hat was the construction of the prison?

A  So0lid cencrete. It is an improved model
of Sing Sing.

Q How long had it been built at the time of
the surrender?

A& It was practically new.

Q Vere there any special accommodations made

for European civilians?
4  As conviets, you mean?
¢ No, European civilians after the surrender.
A | I am not sure that I gquite understand your
question,
Q After the surrender --

A Of the British?

il e e 1 o Al i o
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19 |

Q@ Of the British, in February, 1942, Were any

special accommodations placed in Changi Gaol for the
European civilians?

A& Yes, there were two atap huts in one of the
courtyards; but whether those were built before the
surrender or after, I don't know,

Q Do you know if any of the European women 1n
Shanghal -~ in Singapore requested to be placed in
Changi Gaol rather than remain in the neighborhoods
where they had formerly resided?

£ T never heard of it.

Q Do you know, 68 your own knowledge, how
these Europeans were treated by the Japanese in
Changi Gaol?

A I saw for myself that the women, when they
went past to seek‘waters, and the children, had to

bow as low as it is humanly possible to bow.

Q@ That is not quite an answer to my question,

Colonel.

A I am sorry. I thought you were asking my
personal knowledge, and that was the only thing that
I saw for myself.

Q Vhat treatment was accorded to Lieutenant
General Percival by General YAMASHITA following the

surrender?
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& General Peretval was himself shut up ina

| gell in Changi Prison from Monday to Thursday, and

' frem breakfast on Monday -= 1 beg your pardon v

\from lunch on'Monday until breakfast on Thursday he

waé‘giVen‘nd food to eat, That was because General

Percival refused to obey an order from General

YAMASHITA*s haadquarters that he,should,provide »

. British gunnérs to teach the,JapanQSe'how to use
our weapons. That, if I remember rightly, was in

} March, 1942.

Q How do you Kncw that°
,‘A I was told by his Brigadier General Staff.
Q Was that correet, by his staff officer, wns
that what you meant, Colanel? gr
A ‘Yes. |
g __What was hls name? ‘
3 A | Brigadier Kenneth Tarrence.
Q@ . How long did that treatment persist?
A I have already mentioned from Mppday to

o Q One‘instaneé,~is that correct? One-time?
A That happened on one ocgasion. . |
R Do ‘you know of any courtesies extendad to

' Genefal.PercivaI as a resultvqf'the,illne§é of his

| wife?
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A& I never ret his wife, She wag in England,

Q Tas not his wife sent to a hospital in
Singapore during the confinement of the Generalrto
the Changi Gaol? |

A No, she was in England.

Q Colonel, were there facilities available in
Singapore at that time to effect changes in comforts
at Changi Gaol?

A  You mean for the civilian interhees?

Q Right. , |

A I am afraid I don't know about that at all,

Q@ Did you mske any_reéommendations to the
Japanese as to providing additional comforts for the.
elvilians in Changi Gaol?

A Ve got permissioﬁ from the Japanese to con-
tribute some of our pay as orisoners of war for the
women's ahd childrent's fund in the jail. Aparﬁ f:o@
that, as priscners of WQr,'we were told by the Japanese
that we were‘hpt pérmitted even to discuss their'af-
fairs. On my many liaison visits to the Japanese
Administrétion Office, I was never allowedlpofdiscués
questions coneerning the internees except, as I sald
yesterday, for negotiating a yearly intefview'ef a
few-ﬁinutes, half an hour perhaps, between near

relations. We did, in fact, have unofficial contacts

—— . 357
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with the intefnees, but we were compelled to leave

them to fight their own battles themselves.
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Q - Who do'you meén by #e?
A We prisoners of war.
Q How many troops were transferred to SimeiRoad
Camp in April, 1944% | |
A  Everyone who was in Changi{ Prison was trans-

ferred there in April, 1944, but I don't remember the

total number, I know that somewhere about that time

the number of internees was swelled by the addition

of Jews, I did see the internees own book, record, of

internees myself from which I derived my informatiqn

regarding the number of nationalities incarcerated,
but I can't remember the total number..
Q Where were you located at that time?

4 1 had just moved into‘Changi Gaol myself with

the advance guard of prisoners.

Q What was the condition of the internees, if
you know? | _ | o

A They complained of a certain number of defiéif
ency diséases and I.was very sorry for the unfortunate
childreh who looked rather washed out, havingvbeen in
prison for’two &ears.

| Q “Whet was the Sime ﬁoad Camp, if you know”
A I regarded the accomodations there AS'abso-

lutely‘disgrabeful, The wife of the Governor General,

for instance, had a minute partition of an atap hut
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to live in and was dressed in an old blouse‘and a
skirt of sacking, with bare feet.

Q When 4id you see that camp?

A  ftbout ten days before the British landing in
Singapore. - / |

'Q What time in April, 1944, or thereabouts, did
you see ite ; \ o

A I ¢id not see Sime Road Camp in April, 1944,
I saw it last in Tecember,vl943.

§  What is the source of your information as to

~the conditions which you jﬁst described?

A  The ciVilians in Sime Road Camp.

@ And when was that‘investigation made?

A I have just said I saw the conditions in that
camp for.myself‘in fugust, 1945, about ten days’befcfe
it was officially relieved. It wes unofficially re-
lieved on that day by a Canadian Lieutenant Colonel{
who had been operating in Johore across the straits,
_and by two subalterns who'ha@ parachuted into Changi;
At that time I had left captivity myself and joined
the Canadian lieutenant colonel as his interpreter.

N But you don't know of your own knowledge what
conditions prévailed between April and Augtist, 1945,
4pril, 1944 to August, 19457 | |

A ‘Not frdm my own knowledge.

Q ,What:waS-the general food situation in the

TR T
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locality in August 1945, just prior thereto?r

A The food situation in Japanese occupied
territory was bad,. |

G In what manner did you obtain information
concerning the situation of the Indian troops?

A Throughout the whole of our captivity at

Changi we, the prisoners of war, kept in practicall?

'daily contact with the Indian troops. We ran our own

intelligence service and watched in detail every stage
of the’ formation of the Indlan National Army. We knew
in surprising detail which of the Indians were 1oya;,
which were wavering, and which had gone over.' e were
abke,particularly Indian frmy officers were able, to
do a great éealifrom Changi Prisoner of War Cemp to
upset the Japanese plans in_that respect.” It was with
great;pleasure that we saw fhe,Indian National ‘rmy
completely dissolved a year after it started. l
Q I direct your attention to the few days sué;
ceeding the surrender of the British in February, and
ask you how you obtained infofmatioh, personal infor-
mation, regarding these Indian troops. ‘ |
A There was no secret whatever about that meet-
ing of the Indian troops in Farrar Pérk;‘ I can't sa&
exactly where I got it from. It was just something

that was universally known. But I have since heard
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1 the Japanese side of it from Colonel FUJIWARA whom I |

t

mentioned earlier, not by name, as the Javanese officer

who delivered the speech,

w

4 Q Then you €idn't actually hear any Japanese

officers try to persuade the Indian troovs to join

LA

¢| the National Army?

; A No, but I think if you will refer to the files
g of the Singapore Shimbun, the Japanese organ -- §
9 propaganda organ of Singapore, you will find those
10| Speeches reported. |

11 Q@ We are interested now, Colonel, in your own

12| Ppersonal testimony, if you vlease. ;
13 A I would like to exnlain again thHat I was 5
141 GSO 2 of Third Indian Corps. I lived for three weeks
15 at Changi, after I came back from Fort Canning, with

16| My own corps commander, Lieuténant General Sir Louisv
17 Heath., His brigadiers and divisional commanders were
183 in daily contact with him at Changi. He, and the other
19 Indian Army officers, were hungry for evely scrap of

20 news‘they could get of the Indian troops who had been

21| removed from them. And those were the sources from

which I derived my information, the most informed
that could have been found. That is why I say that
-4 happened at Farrar Park and stick to it. ‘

25 Q@ There is no question of disbelieving your
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story, sif. ‘We are Interested in your own persénal
knowledge of the testimony which you place upon the
record. That is all.

A Thank‘you. I appreciate that remark,

Q May we assume, thén, that the other informa-
tion with reference to the treatment accorded the
Indian troops who did join up and the ones who did not
was obtained in the same manner by you?

A In the same manner. Certain Indian frmy =~ |
officerszith a flair for'intelligence were always
detailed at Changi to run the Indian prisoner of war
information section. One of them was a close fitend
of mine.-‘ |

Q Immadiately after the surrender of the
British, where were you placed?

A I was told to remain in Fort Canning for
about a week.

Q And you lived at Canning?

4 On the top floor of Ganning, yes, next door
to my present office.

Q Just what were your duties as liaison officer?

A I used to have to go to Colonel SUGITA and
receive orders from General YAMASHITA for transmission
to General Percival. I had a car allotted to me and

was allowed to drive without a Japanese escort to

[ U ———
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Changi Where I would report to General Percival or
Brigadier Torrance and got their answers or reQuests
and took them back to Fort Canninglto hand over to
Colonel SUGITA. | |

8 Were you free to g> about quite freely un-
guarded?

A I found my pass and arm band took me anywhere.

Q I assume, of course, that you were not obli-
gated to sign any agreement or have any other underF
standing with the Japanese as to your escape. |

A For precisely that reason on one of my visits
to Changl I asked permission from my corpS‘commander'
to make my escépe.

Q Yoﬁ weren't asked by the Japanese to sign a
parole? (

A There wasn't a suggestidn of it.

Q I take it it was a gentlemen's agreeﬁent,
is that correct?

A Nothing of the sort. The point never arose.
I should have felt myself quife fréé to attempt to
éscape;and I wanted to do so,but for the orders which
I received.frbm my own side whiéh.Were particular ones,
addressed to meyand not general, |
Q - I take it,\then, Colonel, YOu were given

special consideration by reason of your knowledge of
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Japanese., Is that right?

A Throughout the whole of my captiviﬁy I took
aApride'invhaving exactly the_same_treatment/as any
of my men, I should be ashamed now if I could thihk
of 6ne'instan¢e whefe I had received preferential
treatment from the Japgnéée. And that applies to the
BurmaQSiam'Ra11Way as much as to Singapore Island.

Q@ I appreciate your thoughts, Colonel, but
what I am specifically referring to now is the week at
Singapore immediately following the surrender,

A During thaf time I was accommodated in a

clerk's office with five British drivers and one cthér

| British officer, I found my own beﬁﬂiﬁg'and foraged )

for the food which we got.
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1 Q I believe you said you remained at Channing,

2 | was it, or Canning, for one week, is that right?

> A For about one week.

4 Q ho arranged the interview between Brigadier

? Newbiggin and Lieutenant Colonel SUGITA on February 22?
6 4 There was no question of arranging it. I

! used to go down to the conference house outside Changi
j Prisbn and meet the Japanese there. We went every day
N at a stateé time. Sometimes Colonel SUGITA was there,
il and sometimes not.

12 Q ‘That was the Brigadier's position in Singapore
.5 | at that time? |

14 A During the war he was Brigadier, Administration,
15 of Yalaya Command, In Changi Camp he was running the
16 administration side for the prisoners of war,

17 Q@ From the British standpoint, you mean?

18 A From the British standinnt. The Japanese

1o | policy at Changi from start to finish was to leave the
20 | prisoners to administer themselves.
21 ¢ Where was Brigadier Newbiggin billeted or con-
27 | fined?
23 A With the other senior officers of Malaya

24 | Command, including General Percival, in the old garri-
25 son commander'!s house.
Q@ Was that at Changi Prison?
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A No., It was in Changi cantonments, which I

' call4Changi Camp.

Q@ I should have said Changi Camp,
A Yes.,
Q Did he have freedom to go about on official

business?

A Within the limits of the camp, yes; and

i

. carrying a férry flag from the camp to the conferencé

house. It was about two miles away.

Q Did you also reside at the commander's home,
at the house? _

A  TNo. I stayed with General Heath and Third
Corps officers in the barrack block about half a mile
away. It was all inside the same camp.

_Q  'here did Brigadier Newbiggin obtain the

information, 1if you know, that one hundred Chinese

had been shot?

A' Because in his official capacity as a prisoner

of war, he had received the orders to send a working

 party out and bury them. The burial party was drawn

from the British members of the volunteer forces, which|
was why we knew that many of those who had been shot
were Chinese members of the same force.

@ Who, if you know, reported the incident to

‘the Brigadier?
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A Really, I have no ldea on that point. It was
hot a matter in doubt.

@ Then, are we to understand, Colonel, that one

vof the members of the burial party or more related the

story to the Brigadler and the Brigadier related it
to the Colonel in your presence? -

A Not at all. I came into the thing because I
went with Brigadier Newbriggin and heard him make his
protest; I also had derived my information from one of
the Chinese who was shot. The burial party found him
alive among the bodies with four bullet wounds in his
body, so they put him on a stretcher and covered him
up withva sack and told the Japanese guards that he was
a British soldier who had fainted. They brought him
into the camp and then put him in our own hospital,
where our doctors cured him. He was a Chinese private,
British subject, in the Straits Settlements Volunteer
Force. We renamed him Private Leonard, and gave him a
regimental number and included him in the nominal
rolls which we gave the Japanese. He is one of my wit-
nesses in Singapore now,

Q I gathered from your testimony, Colonel -~ I
may have been mistaken -« that these one hundred
Chinese were civilians.

A I don't recall saying that,
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Q You may have given that impression?
A If so, accidentally.
THE PRESIDENT: If I recollect rightly, he
gave the other impression.
ME. BLEWETT:. I will look that up, sir,
Q@ When did you first speak to the Chinese
soldier? |
A I just spoke to him, passing the time of day,
when he was officer's batman, He was a well-known
figure around the camp, but I never bothered to ask him}

about the story. It was too well known. Of course, we

. got a statement from him since,

@ Was that sihce last September?

A | Probably.

Q I thoughf I understood you to say that you
spoke to this witness and that that was the basis on
which your testimony relied,

A Indeed, no. I was saying one of the sources
from which the information regarding this massacre
was derived was that, I derived it from familiarity
with his report.

THE PRESIDENT: We will recess now for fifteen
minutes. |
(Whereupon, at 1045, a recess Was

taken until 1100, after which the prpceedings
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were resumed as follows:)

MARSHAL OF THE COURTs The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Blewett., The evidence
in chief of the witness relating to the killing of
the ohe hundred Chinese on the beach outside the
Changi Prisoners of War Camp appears on pages 5366
and 5367 of the record.

MR, BLEWETT: I have it, your Honor,

. THE PRESIDENT: He refers to them simply as
"Chinese," but he says there was one survivor of the
shootiﬁg. That could only be the so-called Private
Leonard, I take it,

MR, COMYNS CARR¢ On page 5372, where he is
referring to the/whole~nnmber'of five thousand, he
says that the great majority of them were civilians
but there were some of the Straits Settlement volun-
teers amongst them.

THE PRESIDENT® The point is, who was ine
cluded in the one hundred, not in the five thousand.

MR, COMYNS CARR: I agree, your Honor.

‘ MR. BLEWETT: I might so state, your Honor,
My opinioﬁ that civilians were meant was derived from
preceding testimony on page 5362,

.THE FRESIDENT: - What page?
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B of his testimony.
" BY MR, BLEWETT (Gentinued)t
~after the surrender and during the week that you were

25

/’MR. BLEWETT: Near the bottom of page 5362,
That 1s the pfecedingide&'s testimony.

THE PRESIDENT: I do not havé that.

MR, BLEWETTS If the Court may recall, the
witness testified as to cordons bcing arranged around
the streets in Chinatown and all the male Ghinese |

being segregated. B |

THE FRESIDENT But you must concentrate on
,the one hundred, and that 1ncluded a survivor. And
ne ene suggests the survivor was & civillan, tinless
you invite us to discredit the Colonel, o
IR, BLEWETTt 1 am stating to the Court,
if. your Henor please, that I reached my conclusion
and my opinion, that it was my theught that these were
civilians, from this previous testimony which pre-
acded it by just a few pages.
 THE PRESIDENT: Well, you could honestly

have been under a miSapprehension as to the effect
o MR . BLEWETT: Thank you, sir.

Q Just how mueh ‘time, Colonel, did you spend,

.at Cannlng, in driving about the city of Singapore?

A An heur or: two a day, I should say.

o . e -—
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Q Did you spend anv time at night driving about
the city? .

A Yes, I did. I lost my way one night in the
blackdut; I had to go to a Japanese sentry post to
ask it.

Q@ You did not see any looting 5r disordér, I
understand; but did you hear of any then or later?

A I never saw any myself, but I do know that
there were == I did hear of one or two isolated in-
stances of it, At night, the place was like a city
of the dead, without a soul in the street except for
an occasional Japanese Army fruck and frequent Jaban-
cse sentry postse

Q@ At that time were the five-hundred armed
British troops oh duty?

&k My recollection is that they were taken off
duty ahd disarmed on the 16th of February, 1942, the
Yeason being, as I have told YOu, the Japanese had‘él-
ready moved in by first 1light on the morning of the
16th bf February, Thére were, however, a few Briﬁish
police officers and some British other ranks on point
duty still, with Japahese accompanying themn, During

the daytime, also, the streets were practically de-
serted and most of the shops were clbséd. -

Q That did you do or what was done to you after
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the week st Canning?

A T was told by Colonel SUGITA %o report back
te Changi Camp and_stay there,

Q And did you live there at heédquarters”

ﬁ_ I 1ived there in the #1d4 Gunner mess with
m& corps cormmander and officers of 3rd Corps.

May I explain? I think it might assist ¥yOu,

\ &t Changi we malntained a form of military command,

Mhiaya}Command =~ the officers of Malaya Command were
'ih bonfrol of the camp and of the"p?iédners of war.
The chain of command was from them to the ¢érps c:‘:nm‘-n~
mander who, naturaily, had lost most of his troops, |
being an Indian formation, and to the 18th British
divisional headquarters, and the othes divisiohal
headquarters in-nhangi Camp,'thence down as far as
battalion commanders. When an ‘incident happened 1in
the camp, trouble of ‘some sort it was repOrted“up
through usual military channels to Malaya Command
where it was iﬂvéstigated and, ir aceurate, officially
representea,to the Japanese.' With necessary modificaw~
tidns, we;maintained the same system in River Valley
Road Camp, and even on the Burma=Sian railway.
Therefore, when I, as lialson officer for a

foree of 50,000 or 9,500 or 7,000, nade a representa-

‘tion to ‘the Japanese, it was an official military onel

Niaes
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3rd Indian Army was in cqmménd of_the\Chang1‘Camp?

_were 3rd Indian Corps, the combined 9th and 1lth

- General Percival?

time you speak of?

Another point was th@t one could nct‘afford- |
to nake a mistakes If the Japanese could prove that
a complaint was false, not well grounded, then 1t was
I who got into the trouble; and, although I think
I as goodAas-the next man in'taking‘ccrporal,punish~~
ment, I preferred, if possible, to avoid it. So,
éne rejected numerous complaints made by one's owm
side and represented those which one knew Wefe-true
and accufate; :

Q Do you mean; Colonel, that the 3rd Army =- -

A The Malaya Command was, but I worked With'i
thém for purposes of interpreting and liaisomn, The

pargllel formations immediately under Malaya Command. -

Indian divisions, 18th British division, and fort=-

ress troops,

Q@ Who was in'command of the Maiaya Cummandi

A Yes, until June, 1942,
'Q  How many officers were in Changi Camp at “the

A T have no precise figure in mind, but over. .
1500, at .3 guess.
. Q'E

was the policy of the Japanese towards

[, oy ot ——
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these offiéers?

A Contemptuous to us and offensive. They took
our badges of rank‘off us soon after we arrived. |

Q@ I shall ask you about the iiving conditions
at thet time perteining to the offieers only; o

4 The officers 1ived in huts or barrack buildf

~ ings in Changi, If they'd brought cemp beds into

Changi Camp, they had them. The conditlons were,

in my opinion, nothing to complain about during the

- early weeks,

Q@  Now, about how meny complaints did you re-
ceive while you were at Changi Cemp in the early déys?
Myself, personally? |

Yes.

= O =

None to me, personally, Complaints -~

Q Weli9 just 2 nmoment. What do you mean by

your stafement that on the spot instances of i1l

treafment were settled by you?

AT cen't recsll settling one during the two
or three weeks thot I was in Changi at the start, I
did, of coUrse, have them to‘éettle during the last
eighteen months of the war when I was back there.
But, in the working camns where I'was, such incidents
were a frequenf occurrence, -

Q Your testimony, to which I refer, wes given
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early in your examinaﬁion and was an explanation of .

1 | !
2 how the whole procedure was handled by you.
3 ' ‘A In the more cIosely concentrated working

4| camps, I, natﬁrally, used my initiative to settle any
s dispute with a guard on the spot without troubling

G the commander of the camp. I could quote from my

. | personal\knowledge iﬁstahces of that in illustration
s until the end of today, if you required it.,

ol Q@ We have not quitg reached that point,

0| Colonel, What I have specifically in mind is the
11,“itrla,ndling of complaints at Changi'Camp duringiyour‘
12 confinement there, ,

13 - A . Then the procedure in that enormous camp

14 was the daily visit to the cbnferencé house of the
15| Japanese where the Brigadier would goﬂthroﬁgh\tén{or
16 twenty differentvpoints with the‘Japanese officer,
47| some of which were requests and some of which were L
V18 complaints. Some of it WaSNjUSt foutine daily duty:
19| These things were either}dealt with on the spot by
20 the Japanese officer, or an answer was promised hext
21 day after investigation.

22 Q May we assume that in the main it was the

23 regular offlcial routlne that happens in any large

54| military camp?

25 . 4 Much the'same, I shouid saye.
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1 Q@ Now, were complaints recelved there from |
2 other campsvoutside Changi? |
3f A When sstellite camps were thrown out from

4 Changi over the island, officers -- senior officers --
< were put in charge of them by Malaya Command. Reports
e% passed from those commanders to Malaya Command reg-

7% ularly and the other way. A second instance was the ;

very large number of troops who came into Changi |

o  Camp from outside, particularly from the Netherlands

10 East Indies. Senior officers of those parties were |
] required to revort to Malaya Command on arrival. |
12 In case of serious matters revorted, the Judge

13 Advocate General's Department of the prisoners of
14| “war and General Staff Intelligence officers held a
15 special inquiry into the incidents related. -Those
16 records were then buried underground for the duration |
17, of the war. I recovered them personally at the con-

18 clusion of the war and took them with me to E Group

19" of Svpreme Allied Command, Southeast Asia. The first
20 big official investigation at Changi was into the
1% Alexandra Hospital massacre and the longest report
was made by Colonel Craven, whom I mentioned.
25i @ These, of course, were all made since
September,'l945, were they not? | |

A 1Indeed, no. The inquiries were held at the

e e e PR [P — ———— - e im—— . m e s meaen - e e s e '
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time in céptivity by the appropriate officers of i
the Judge Advocate General's Department or the
General Staff Intelligence Section.

0 Was that part of your job?

A The investigation side, noj; not at that

time, I should say.

D How many crime investigations have you
made, Colonel, since September, 19457

A I would not care to hazard a guesé; a §
large number.

Q I think yeou testified yesterday that you
had participated in forty trials; is that right?

A& I have given evidence in, I think, only
four or five. I have had no connection whatever
with a number of those that were included in that
figure. It is just the number that have been tried
in Singapore.

MR. COMYNS CARR: The number he gave yester-
day was four hundred, not forty.

Q@ Does the witness state that you have testified
in four hundred trials?

THE PRESIDENT: No. You said forty and he
said four hundred -- four hundred trials. He did not

say how many he testified in yesterday. That comes

out today for the first time.

e e e e v - - - ——— . i - [ —— E S I - fmmeme v ’
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.\ I said I have personally testified in four -

or five, never for more than two or three hours at

- a time.

@ We may take that then as a little ironic,
Colonel. We are here to dbtain all the information
we can on your experiénée. |

A I did not mean to be ironical at all.

Q Quite all right. Where wére you detained

and what were your duties from February 20 until

March 13, 19427

A T was living with my Corps Commander at

Changi and attached to Malaya Command as an inter—"

_ préter and liaison officer -~ in Changi POW Camp,

@ What d4id you do or where did you go on the
13th of March or a few days after that?

A I marched from Changi twelve miles into
Singapore with fifteen hundred men. .

Q  Then what did you do?

A Then I li§e§ for eight months in Riyer
Valley Road Camp whege I served as interpretérwand "
liaison officer of tﬁe combined camps of River
Valley Road and Havelock Road. |

Q Will you describe the circumstances of
your going to River Valley Roﬁd?

A A written order was received from the
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“interpreter to aceompany-them.

that time had any more suitable quarters?

‘hundred were moved from Changi?

Japanese by Malaya Command ordering a party of . ]

fifteen hundred to go, nominating me by name as the

Q Where is it located?

fr It was reclaimed land, reclaimed marsh land,
within the limits of Singapore City.

Q@ Was it newly erected for that purpese?

A The huts themselves had been built before
the war. '

Q Do you know whether or not the Japanese at

A Yes, in Changi Camp. | §
- Q What was the reason that these fifteen

A For labor purposes. o

'Q Do you knpwhif tae‘Japanese'hed.bedding or
'sleeping mats on han& at that tlme When you reached"
‘River Valley Road? ‘ |

A They had themselves and they hud also taken
evef the whole supplies of the British forces in
Malaya., o |

Q Did they have'a’supply adequate or hearly'
adequate for your purposes which were refused issuance?

A Certainly, ‘they had. They had the Whole of |

the ordnance supplies of the British forces in Malaya
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to issue?

énd'Singapcre;

Q  With whom 14 you take up this matter?

A With the officers of the Ikari Butai,
Japaneselofficérs who weré in control of ﬁs at that,'
tinme. | | |

2 What‘waé the answer to your request?

A The answer was that wevdidn't;get them. .

Q Canjyou'give~a reason for that #efusal?‘
 No.. |

§ Did the Japanese at that point have equip-
ment for the digging of latrines'which‘bhey refused

e

A T was promised personally by the Japanese

when I left Changi Camp that tools would be supplied -

to us -- tools and cooking gear -- would be supplied .

to us on arrival and that we,needfnot.take them our-

selves. The Ikari Butai had an enormous store of

. spades, picks, chunkels‘and everything else within’

fifty yards of the camp. Thevtroqbﬁ used to draw

them from this store every day and take them to work

~and had to return them to the store again in the

'éveningm There was one week, in spite of my best‘

efforts, before I could get any out of Lieutenant -
FUKADA for use in the camp.

Q Did any of the prisoners of war work around
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the camp?

A }Yes, they did.

Q Were they furnished tools°

A After a week, yes. They were kept in a

Japanese storehogse inside the_caﬁp and we-drgw them
on demand, I was even able to get the place'drained
about a fortnight éftér We,got>1n there |

e Just how did you go about gettlng these
buckets from the municipal authorities°

4 At that time some of thexBritish civilians

- were still at large in the city carrying on with the

éentral services.. Some of‘thé prisoners of ﬁar knew
them.n'It was therefore fixed up by prisonefs'of war
officers with the municipality - with the municipalityi~

officials over the wire -~ the wire around the camp.

After that,,after 1t had been~arranged, I got the

’approval of the Japanese officer. :
Q Did not the British armies lose or destroy

any equipment or supplies 1n'the/course of their

:defeat or prior to the surrender?

A Yes, they did o

Q Were &ou at any time a nrisoner of war 1n
HavelgckvRoad Camp?

A Practically every day that I was in River

Valley Road Camp. We built a wooden bridge between
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'Roadior Havelock?

the two camps and -they both came under the command

of our little POW headquarters; that is to say,

; Colonel Heath was the senior British officer of both :

camps and’ admlnlstered them both and I was liaison
officer and 1nterpreter therefore for the prisoners

of both.

Q@ So then, you knew from your own knowledge

 as regards the conditions prevaillng in Havelock

Camp? \

A Yes, indeed. As so-called brigade major
to Colonel Heath and in my other capacity I was
responsible for both equally. \_

"Q Do vou say that these camps were adjoinlng,
Colonel? -

A There was the Singapore River between the

- two, a very narrow stream, and about a quarter of a

‘mile of open ground We built a road and a bridge

to connect them and they became in effect one camp;"
2  Did you have your headquarters at Valley

A We built a llttle hut fOr the purpese in

Rlver Valley Road Camp.

0  And the work .was carried on from River

Vallej Road? )

A The combined headguarterﬁ;wbrk5 but, of course,

i

T
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there was a Lieutenant Colonel commanding River o
Valley Road, the Major commanding Havelock Road, |
and the same chain,of'comman¢-as in the other camps
I was in, both of them.being responsigle‘to Colonel

HeathAgnd under his orders.
~ THE PRESIDENT: e will adjourn now until
half-past Oné. |
(Whereupon, at 1200, & vecess

was taken.)

- g
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AFTERNOON -SESSION

The Tribunal met, pursuant té recess, at 1334.
MARSELL OF THE COURT: The International

5}ilitary Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Blewett.

7CYRIL HEY DALRYMPLE WILD,

‘called as a witness on behslf of the prosecution,
‘resumed the stand and testified as follows:
| CROSS-EXAMINATION (Continmed)
3Y MR. BLEVETT:
@ Did you know Major Generél SAITO?

A T aid, o
. Q  There and when?

A 1 saw Wim occasioﬁaliya and also met him
bnece or twice diring the period February, 1944 until
the end of i:ne:x_i'afa |
0 Do you know where Le 1s now\located?

A  In Chargl Prison, Singopore.
R How was 1%, Cclonél Wild, that all the other

tamps were permitted to draw upon the rice mills for

ride pdlishings and youtr é&amp was réfﬁéed?

A It was not for want of asking for permission
to draw it. Ye pointed out on numerous occasions that

these other camps were getting it, but the Japanese

4
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'reread it?

.. officer concerned never condescended to explain his

refusal. \Therefore, I do not know what the reason was,
| Q To whom did you make the application?
- A Successively to Lieutenant FUKADA and to |
Lieutenant KOTANI, particulagly after the officers
and men of the Great Vorld Camp next door to us had
come into our camp and were thereféfefno longer able
to get their supnlies. Lieutenant KOTANI informed
me that he had put up the applicatioh to Major Geperal
FUKUYE's headquarters at Changi. General FUKUYE at
that time was G. 0. C. Prisoners of War, Malaya.
KOTANI gaid that FUKUYE's headquarters had turned it
down, o ' | |
Q Did you press for a reason?
A Indeed; yes,
Q And you got none?
4  None, ‘ :
Q Do you know if the Japanese at this time who
vwere in River Road Camp had boots or clothing suitable
to fit your troogs,. _ ,
.A‘ I am sorry, Would you mind repeating that
questidn? - '

MR. BLEVETT: Will the Stenographer please

(Whereupon, the last question was

|
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read by ‘the of ficial court fepérter.)

A Ve did make shift later in the war with
issues of cast-off Japanese ﬁoots. Clothing presented
no difficulty had we received its We had our own
tailors.

a) Did your own Quartermaster Department draw

~these stores?

=

A On the rare occasions When such stores were
issued, .they were normally lssued to.our_Quarter-
master'svDepartment.

@ Dol understaﬁd yoﬁ'rightly that the Japanese
did not have'boots when you first entered River RdédT
Camp? | ' : |

A | I never saw & barefooted Japanese during my
three ahd a half years’ gaptivity except from his own
choice. »

Q- Yould the ordinary boot worn by the Japanese
troops have been smitable as to size for your troops?

4 They could be worn by men with feet up to
medium size. | |

Q  How about the eclothing?

4. Ye had plenty of trained tailérs who could
alter any clothing thgt was gi&en to themq

Q Well, did the Japanese have this clothing and

refuse to issue it to your men?

TR T
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4 £11 I can say on tﬁat point is theat throughout
my captivity the Japanese—were vroperly clothed and
properly shod. Yhat their difficulties in suo»nlying
us were, I do not know, All I know is that we were
not nroverly clothed or shod ourselves. |

) From whet camps were the men éssigned'for
dock‘work in Singanofe obtained?

A The largest numbers were drawn from River
Valley Road Camp and Havélock Road Camp.

n Did you accompany these men as one of the
officers? ’

A Sometimes I did, sir, but my duties ﬁormallf
were in the camp.

' How meny times did you actually see prisonefs
of war unloadiné munitions at the dock?

A Never myself,

Q@ Now, Colonel, when you referred to hosnltal
f301lit1cs during the period from March to later’
in 1942, to whet camp do vou have reference?

L T do not remember referring to hospital
facilities during the period Februsry to Mareh, 1042,

Q I do no% have the page, so I am unable to
refef,you to your testimony at this time.

4 The only camp on the island'at;that time was

Roberts Hospital at Changi.
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Q During that veriod of time to which I
refer, you were at the River Valley Road. What
information, then, did you have about this hospital
referred to by you?

A I am sorry. I thought you were referring
to sowe particular remark about a hospital in March,
1942, I did, I know, refer to hospital facilities
from 13th of March, 1942 until 24th of December, 1942,

Q@ I did not have that in mind. I shall ask
vou about that later,

What was your Jjob exactly while you were
at Biver Valley Camp?

A T think I explained that this morning. I
was interpreter,

Q Well, I think perhaps you did cover that.

What was the procedure concerning the prepa-
ration of nominal rolls?

THE MONITOR: Is that a proper name?

MR. BLEYETT: ©Nominal rolls, n-o-m-i-n-a-l
r-g-l-l-s,

A  The system was that, regarding ourselves and
officers in charge of our men, we kept our own nominal
rolls ourselves, Seconily, as soon as we arrived in
River Valley Road Camp, we were required to pfovide

the Japanese with nominal rolls by huts,
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11

18 |

Thirdly, when the PO¥ Administration took

1 over,,in_september, 1942, we}were required %o sﬁpply
, mbre:reporté..'These took4the form of ﬁame, raﬂg,7
.numbef,‘unit,'et,cetera; in additian, the completion:

IOf”a‘printsd card fdrveVery'man. They were in

dunllcatc, one to- stay w1th the man, and the othcr‘

to g0 to Tokyo. The long nominal rolls were SImilar'

+o those whlch we had been ordered by the Japanese to 1

;comblete at Changl in pebruary und March.

Q “ere you 1n charge of the ;nrk9 ’
& o, but 1t Wwas done by an offlcer in tbls

11ttlc headquarters' hut, assisted by the British

officers who were: b“ttalion commandors, comnany com=
:manders, pl&toon comwgnaers, snd so on.. My job as
‘1liaison officer was to present the completcd forms

vto the J'panese.

0 4nd what camns did tnat date cover?

A Ali camps on»Slngapore Island.

q That C&MDS were clrcctlv concernbd w1th your

*ircsmnn81bility?
A Directly congerned, I was - dlrectly ccncerned Sy

~Wlth River Vulley and Hﬁveloak Road C mn. Also,

paid frequent llaison vasits to the headquarters of

the prisoners of war at Qhangi of which all labor camps

|
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1 0 Yho wefe the Jananese who told you why R
2| these lists were required?

3 4 I think Lieutenant KOTANI, or else his

4| interpreter, who also fulfilled the duties of some
5| sort of staff officer. |

6 0 That was the position of this officer that
7| you mentioned? |

& An officer of the POV Administraotion of

94 Malaya, commanding my camps under the directioné

10| of General FUKUYE,

11 | Q To whom was this delivered by you?.

A To Licutenant KOTLNI, or a member of his

13 - Japenese staff,

14 Q@ Do you know, from your own knowledge, whether
1 or not these lists were delivered to Tokyo?

16» A No.

17 Q0 Do yoﬁ know whether they‘were forwarded to

181 Tokyo? |

1 A I only know from my friend, Captain Underwood,
204 who worked daily for three and a half years in the

2 Jepanese headquarters of the POW Administratioh in

22 Maléyéz o

23 '

24

25
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}of the work.

Q | When=was thé PQW1AdmiQistrati0n Department

| created°' | D

A September 1942, it took overs.
Q  And at that tlme you Were at Rlver Valley

'jRoad - River Road Camp, correct?

When did. the constructlon begln on the

~‘mllitary airdrome at Changi?

A In 1942, i
»ﬁQf' Were you there at that tlme.
A No the work had started, if I recollect

| --mghtly, when I got back in December, 1942, It is
13

dlfflcuit/to «ay exactly when it started because We B
did not know what we were ‘doing at the beginnlng. The

~story from Japan@se'was~that~1t-was ground leveling

Q - How many tiﬁSS“Wﬁré you actually at the scene b

»Aﬂ; I should say=abaut a dozen tiESSCI

Q Dld you. personally Witness any acts ef mls~

‘treatmenh? .

v A Not on the occasi0hs-when I was there.

Q D1d you personally make 2 cémplalnt to

'General SAITO wnlch.reeulted in his Wlthholdlng

?troops fcr an entlre afternoon?
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A  No, but I was working in the same office -
w1th Colonel Dlllon and some of his offlcers when that
complalnt was drawn up.

Q@ Do you know of any other examples of Jap-
anese interveﬁtion favorable to prisoners, of war?

A * I do, indeed.

0 Will you tell us about some of them?

4 In éomparisonvwith other Work‘undertaken by
prisoners of war for the Japanese, the treatment on
Changi Airdrdme was fairly good. When that complaint,
particular complaint, was made to thé Japanese a good
Japanese officer called Lisutenant TAKAHASHI asked
us to list prévioﬁsvcasesvof ill treatment., They
amounted, I think, to under a hundred, but of those

serious ones were not many; in fact, it looked to me

like a quiet day on the Burma-Siam Rai;way, However,

on that occasion we Wefe backed up by Lieutenant
TAKAHASHI, and oh several other}occasions.also, and
General SAITO, with the very considérable power he had
as GOC Prisoners of War, was able to take appropriate
action. I have recorded that in writing and gi&en it
to our War Crimes Department infSingaﬁore, as it is
a point in his favor. |
‘Q That work occupied approximately three

years, did it not?
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WILD ~ CROSS

A Yes, This list covered, I think, the pre
vious six months.

0 Can you give us the approximate number of

. prisoner of war camps in the Singapore, Malaya, Siam

and Burma areas?
A In the Singapore area at all times, I should

éay not more than ten. On the Burma-Siam Railway,

.~ a very much larger number, as troops moved from one

camp to another and the camps were spaced oﬁt along
the railway. 7
| Q How-many, would you say?

A In océUpation at any given time, perhaps
forty, perhaps more.

Q- In testifying that not once were you per-
mitted to communicete with your own government, or
any AlliedfGoverﬁmentsg are you speakipg for yourself
or for all the Allied officers throughout the meny
camps, including the general officers? |

A 1 was speaking‘for’all thé-POW headquarters
in which I served, and therefore for the prisoners of

war who were controlled by those headquarters. As

-regards the general officers, I cannot spéak after
June, 1942, because in that month all officer of and

‘above the rank of colonel, full colonel, were re-.
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18

commandef»and an Austfalianfbriéadier whb followed

later, and exceptlng one medlcal full colonel that

- rema1ned.

"Q ' Then out of flfty camps how many do you-

 speak for?

‘A T speak orlglnally for the 50,000 prisoners

(.Qf war at Changi? because I was on thelr headquarters, ‘ |

for Changl from being thcre or liaining to it until

:Aprll? ;943,‘@n&imy own party of 7,000 men»1n,Siam.
_'Again, fbr Chéngi-aﬁd a11_remain$ﬁg'camps énySinga~
,~pore'1siana from April, 143 to the end of the war -
I beg your pardon, from uecembeﬁ, *43 until the end of

the war.,

QO Were you n@t away from Chan 1~fbb,é period

of eight months?

A I think l\COVerea,them; I wes away. Prcm”

-Aprilg ‘ﬂa until'ﬁecémbéf, '43. I resumed my duties.

at the POW aeadquerte¢s ‘there on my return. ‘ ‘
@ Do vou lmqw ,pos,-ltivlely that no Allied officer

was permitted to communicate with his government or

,iA   I can remembex numerous occasians WWen this
was. requested but mone on whlch 1t was agreed to..
G You are speaking of your personal eXperlence?‘

A Not as an ;mélvlduaiy but as somebody Who _

PURL: https;//www.legél-tools.0rg/doc/753f08/
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was privileged to remain some sort of a staff officer
in captivity..

Q  You know that none, as far as you had
knowledge, Wwas privileged to do so?

A I can't fecall anye.

& My question was if you know positively -
that no Allied officer was permitted to so communi-

cate?

A I_know that none under the control of the

| headquarters where 1 served were so permitted,

Q In your opinion, would it not have been to
the advantage of the Japanese to obtain medicines and
supplies‘from A1llied goverﬁments iﬁ‘it could suc-
cessfully be shipped? |

THE PRESIDENT: How could any answer ﬁo a
question like thet help us in the least?

MR. BLEWETT: I will withdraw the question,
if your Honor please, | ( |

Q  What was the name of the prisoner of war,
major general, that you had access to on this matter?

A Major General ARIMURA,.

G And did he refuse?

A No, he seemed pretty much impressed by my

appeal. He seemed most friendly and recéptive, and,

having made notes of what I had told him, he put
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Burme~Siam Railway about communications?

Bdrﬁa-siam EKailway was the regimental commander of

- the Ninth LKegiment of Engineers. I do not remember

‘the'mohsoon rains. The order had emanated from his

; headquarters. I never met him before or after that

174

- but the delqys 1mposed were so 1engthy. '

the paper in his’pocket’and said, "Do not wbrry any - |
more.," ' ‘

Q@ And who was the colonel you spoke to on the

L The only full colonel I spoke to on the

his name, but I have it on record somewhere. I didn't
knew it at‘tﬁe'time. |

R What was his response?

A  He canceled this iﬁiquitous_brder.that 700

of our sick should be ejected into the jungle in

Q Was there anything extraordinary regarding
censorship of outgoing and incoming mail?

'y Nothlng extraordinary in its being done,

Q‘ Did you suggest any remedies for that?
A We did. We offered to do the ccnsorship.
ourselves. '
Q Was that accepted”

A To some extent, as regards these 25-Word i

postcards,

ut n@t as regards the'incomlng mail.
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- WILD CROSS

¢  Where is Major Bull now, if you know,
Colonel? | ‘
A I understand he is working as a radiologist
in London,
'Q  Have you been in COmmdnicétionlwith him
since September, 1945%
A Ngt since then. ,
0 When did you OBtain the #tory concerning
the Alexdandta Hospithl happening?
A As scon as I Visited‘Changi Camp, It was
a matter of discussion among all the prisoners.
Q@ To what visit dc you refer?

A To my liaison visits during the week I was

in Fort Canning. Incidentally, I saw a few days

ago an excellent affidavit of Brigadier Stringer on -

(thiS'subject.‘
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@ What I am asking you,'Colonel,‘ié about the | |
time that youvfirst ﬁeérd about the episode, and urder
what circumstances: I do not wish to keep out any
testimony, but I think it preferable if we continue
in an orderly manner, perhaps.

A I first heard of it on one of my liaison
visits to Malaya Command house at Changi the week after
the surrender. I had personal interest in it as Cap-
tain Allardyce, one of those killed, was my own doetor

in Kobe,

Q@ Your entire testimony on that épisode is the

result of information conveyed to you by others, is it f
not? 5 L : - i

THE PRESIDENT: I think the Tribunal can
appreciate how much of his evidence is‘hearéay and how
much is not. No further cross-examination is necessary

to satisfy us on that point,

MR, BLEWETT: I agree, sir, I think the ques-
tion is unnecessary, and I shall withdraw it.
@ In April 1944 and in May, where did you live
at Changi Gaol? | | |
A During three to four weeks during April and
May I lived inside Changi Gaol. | |

Q There is some reference to a warder's cottage

in connection with your place of residence, and that is

2 e
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what I had in mind,

A There was only room for 5000 prisoners
inside the gaol. "Robm" is rather a euphemism., So
during that period we were building ourselves a hutted
camp around the walls of the gaol,outside. In this
we incorporated abcut 120 one-roomed Asiatic warders?
quarters, I lived in one of thosé with two lieutenant
colonels for the laét eighteen'months’of the war,

Q What was the food supply on Singapore Island
about that period of time? |

A I could only speak from hearsay, because during
that time I never left Changi Camp to go 1nto the city,
But from what I_was told, it was bad. “

'Q Why was Changi Camp vacated in August 19447

A I do not know for certaih;.butfsome of the
buildings, a few of the buildings there, were taken
over by the Japanese Army Air/Force, and we assumed
that they disliked us as neighbors. -

Q In whatvmanner did.you obtain your information
concerning prisoners-of-war work at Alexandra Ord=-
nance Depot -- brdnance is the word.

A From a man who was working there who came to
report to his officer about the way the sabotage was
going, | |

Q Did you ever visit that place and see the
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work pefformed'as &ou testified? Cofrection: As you
described not as you testified, |

A Né: But the details stuck in ny mind from the ,
stories which this man told me,

Q Were you at Blakang Mgti Island -- or that
pronunciation -~ at any tlme during your imprisonment?r
B-l-a<k-a-n-g M-a~t~i.

VA Not personally.

Q -Then you did not see any prisonerslof war
performing the work you deseribed there?

A I was giventhe official written report of the

commandant of Blakang‘Matiwby Colonel Holmes to lodge

a protest with the Japanese officer., I also was
responsiblé for arranging the exchange of two hundred
sitk men from BlakéngAMati for two hundred fitter ones
from Changi. I met and talked to the unfit men when
they returned to Changi., I arranged for Lieutenant

Goodman, of the Irish Guards, to go thére as

_ihterpreter, anAofficer'fofmerly uhder my command. He

was there for two years, and I had a long talk with
him immediately after his release, |
Q Where were you located at the time of the
incident described by you as the "Double Tenth"?
A I was on the Burma-Siam Railway, |

THE PRESIDENT: We will recess now for
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fifteen minutes, '

(Whéreupon,‘at 1445, a recess was faken
until 1500, after whieh the pfoceedings were
resumed as follows:)

ARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal_fgf the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Blewett, )

MR, BLEWETT: »Will you please read the last

“answer?

(Whereupon, the last answer was
read'by the official court reporter as
follows:)

"A I was on the Burma-Siam railway."
BY MR. BLEWETT (Continued):

Q From whom did you get the information re=-
gardlng the Double Tenth 1n01dent?

A Among others, from ny friend the Bishop

~of Singapore whom I had the pleasure of reintrodu01ng

to some of the Japanese who had tormented}him. He
identified a numbef of my arrests for me and showed
me the écars.on his legs which‘had resulted from his
beating. Another»is my friend, Mr. R. H. Scott, now
councillor to Lord Killearn, the High Commissioner,
Mr. Scott told me, and gave;evi&ence in court on

oath, that for:'a long period he was suspended by his
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“ .

thumbs from the bars of a window, )

g Are both these gentlemen alive?

IS Bgth,;l am happy to say, are alive..

Q ﬂAﬁd 1écated in Singapore?

'A . Mr, Scott is. The Bishop is at present
in London. . |

Q : How dlﬁ you obtr n the information that
the Burma~$1am railroad was constructed as a prepe
aration,for the invasion of India? |
| Ae I was informed by a Japanese offlcer in. |
November, 1943 that now that the railway Was fin-
ished the invasion of India Would start in January,
1944, - | |
| Q f Did you assume, Colonel, from that remark’
that the railroad had been constructed as a prepara~ :
tion ﬂ@r the invasion? ’

%va That remark merely confirmed what we all
knesr already. | |

Q Who gave you the information? I withdraw

that gg%stion.
" What high officials of the Japanese forces

‘ gave you that information?

a~g:- No high officials, but many of their troops.
We Were told it so often that it was evideﬁtly the
st vy

Which they, themSelves, had been told by
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their officers, I do not say that was the only
purpose of it., Obviously, the supply of troops in
Burma was another., | |
. Q Then no high Japanese official with re-
spénsibility gave you that information?®
} A No, I should have thought it remarkable
if he had,

THE PRESIDENT: Did you see any trains
runniné»over the line after it was completed?

 THE WITNESS: I did, your Honors

THE PRESIDENT: Did you notice what kind of
traffic or goods were conveyed?

THE WITNESS: While I was there, your Honor,
it was mainly troops going up, a number of horses,
anti-tank guns, and stores, The trains were running?
through my camp at Songkrei, running very light fér;
about two weeks before we closed that camp.

Q@ Did you prepare, Colonel, the map which
has been handed to the Tribunal and which has been
admitted in evidence?

A Not that one, but Major Agnew and I prepared
a similar one in captivity.

Q When was this particular map that was intro-
duced in evidence prepared? _ .

A It was prepared in the Legal Department of
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survey of the railroad property?

War Crimes in Singapore and was printed in about
March or April this year. Our map was partly used
to supply information, but this map is much fuller’”‘
than ours.

Q@ Was this map prepared under the direction
or by a civil engineer?

A No, of the Legal Officer,

Q@ Was it done as the result of an actual

A  No, it was not. It would have been impos=-
sible to prepare such a map because the camps where
we lived, where many of us died, have now gone back
to jungle,

Q@ How were the locations of these various
camnps ascertained?

A From the records of prisoners of war,

MR. BLEWETT: If the Tribunal please, it is
our understanding that this map, which is referred
to as exhibit No., 472, was received subject to the
usual objections,

THE PRESIDENT: It is open to you to show
that it is so defective that we should not act on its

Q Were any specific measurements made, if you
know, as to the location of the railroad right-of-way

or of the camps along such right-of-way?
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A  The Japanese knew the camps'by their dis-
tanee in kilometres;‘so that, apart frdm a camp have

1ng a place name, 1t was also glven a kilometre number

- by the Japanese. If you had an;epportunity of refer~

ring to'maﬁy of the six or seven hundred affidaV1ts

"in Singapore, you would see that many of them bear

both designations..

@ Was this map compiled, then, from numeroué
documents and 1nformation, none of it scientlfic?

A Ihat=is‘so,-and I anm satisfied‘that_lt 15'
far more accurate than anything produced by the Japj
anese.‘ o , | | |

ITHE PRESIDEN&. One ‘of my colieagues points
out that 1t does not purport to be a mapj; it is just
a d;agram. In all events, complete accuracy is ‘not

necessary for the purposes of this issue, It is not

_a contest about the ownership of a:bit of land or =

Where two cars colllded.

‘ MR. BLEWETT' 1f it comes to a pass, your
Honor, Where ‘some technlcal question may be 1nvolved,
may the defen«e at that time have the right to make
objection? - _ _
| THE PRESIDENT: I cahhot;COncéiveﬂof any

such pbiht erising, but if 1t'does, of course, your

rights will be\fuliglprétected; and youfﬁay, if you
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MR. COMYNS CARR:  The Tribunal will find | |
the diagramf nrepared by the Japanese attéched to |
Exhibit 475. I did not refer to it, élthough
the - diagran is here, because we considered the

one produced by the witness more accurate, and.
the Tribunal wishes the witness' own map intro-

it can be produced if desired.
THE WITNESS: May I just say that my map
was designed to show the locations of the graves
of the three thousand and»eighfy seven men who
died in my force. The insert maps of every ceme-
tery on it has been ;@moﬁed from the reproductien,
but I am informed byfthe'GraVes Commission fhat
it was sufficiently éccuraﬁeffor all but thirty
of these graves to be discovered after the war.
My informant had that map duxing the periocd of
recovering these graves, but in spité of that, in
spite of its apparent accuracy, it is Jess éccurate
than this one. | f
UR. BLEWETT: If the defense has meed -
of the map referred to we shall avail ourselves

of your courtesy,
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THE PRESiDENT: - If you know any of the -
‘parts, or if you suggest that the map or diagram
‘is defeétive in any part, you may indicate that
to the witness, |

VR. BLEWETT: This witness did not make
the map, your Honor, the one that was offefed in

evidence,

about it;

- MR. BLEWETT: As.your Honor pointed out,

there is no particular dispute as to it at this
particuiar'time, but we would 1ike‘to reserve
the right to object to it later.

THE PRESIDENT: I pointed out nothing

except if it is substantially accurate it is suf-

ficient for our purposes.

BY MB. BLEWETT.'

Q ‘What actusl contact if any, did you
have With A force during the period preceding

September 1943%

A By myself, none.
Q | Frem whence d1d you receive the inform=-

ation as to the descrip%ion of the conditions

under which they worked or the treatment accorded

them?

'THE PRESIDENT: He is being cross-examined
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A For about;a~Week*in,\I ihinkaeptember

-l943§ffivé'huﬁred of thermen of A@foree were

haring our camp at Songkrci with’us. I cempared

notes with Colonel Anderson, Ve C., and with Captain

/Drower, the interpreter, formerly one of my oWn

officers. Alse I snoke to many of the other Offl-'

cers and men.

Q | What Uersonpl knowledge do vou have con— }”'”‘

cerning the building of the milltery eirdrome at

lectorie Pomnt in qumc

A My own kngwledge is 1imited to what a2

“férce told me,_and +he feet thet the eirdreme is :

'still there._ It nas p01nted out te me from,the

gir the otber dey.

Q‘ ’ Vhat do you Lnow, actually, of the pri=-

o soners of War Who were deteined at camp Kanchan—

, aburi from F nnd H forces?

A 7’ F and H forces WGre together et ccmp Kan-

; chanaeri or Kanburi in October ehﬁ November
_’19435 | ‘
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Q How many men were assigned to maintenance

A - As many as we Wanted.v We finished our job.

Q How long did you remain there?

A Between two and‘three weeks by Which time
the whole of H Force had‘gone to Singapore andvall
F Force except for ouf siek, | |

Q@ What were YBu doing between December, 1942,
and April, 19432 |

A I resumed my duties as liaison officer for
the'whole of the prisoner of war camp at Changi, the
oniy difference being that i was in a ﬁore responsibie
position as I had to do the 1iaisoh myself, not, I
mean, act as asSistant‘to a more senior officer doing
it. , -

Q Was F Force, through 1tswentirety, on rail~-
road construction uﬂder the Prisoner of War Adminls~
tration of Malaya?® |

A TFor adm1nistrat1on, yes.

Q What knowledge did you have as pertaining
to the fofces under the juriﬁaiction of the Siam POW?
I should have Zdded the word nadministration" to the
question. : |

| A For one week in May, 1943, I was in daily

contact with the prlsgner of war headquarters

AT
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at Taréoe'Camp which was in the same relation to

the GOC prissners of war of Siam as we were to the

GOC prisoners of war, Malaya, at Changi. Apart from

that, during the march my little héadquarters group'

made a point of contacting every POW camp along the
line, both on the journey up in April and May and
on‘the journey down in November and December. That
was like an unofficial inspeétion trip.

Q I take it, in the main, your work and
relationship was other thén'what you have stated
with the Malaya administration? | ‘ :

A- Chiefly with them and with the 9th Regiment
of Engineefs.

Q@ What Japanese officers informed you the
11sts should have to be changed to indicate there

“were no deaths from dysentery?

- A The one who informed me I don't blame for :
1t, The 1lists had been returned to him by the head-

quarters, Japanese headquarters, of F Force, My

more important --. » T ' e

Q: Just a~moment; please;' Would you read that

answer ‘in English? |
(Whereup6n5 the last answer was
read by the official court reportepr.)

4 (Continuing)} My more importatit informant

[PPSR Sy
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was the interpreter called SAJI, who also acted as
unofficial Adjutant to Colonel BANNO's headquarters.

Q@ Have you had any'eXperience\as‘an officer

- with reference to trOst suffering dysentery asides

 from prisoners of war?

.A No.

N . Would you say it is uncommon in tropicall

countries?

A Not in its mild form but most uanmmon’
among whité tfoons inlthe forms which it took there.

Q Do you attribute: all the cases you mentioned

as - belng the dlrect result of Japanese refusal: to

furnish correct food and drugs°

A As regards the meh catching the disease,
I could only blame the Jananese for placing us in a
place where this disease was prevalent. As regards

the appalling ravages of the disease after the men

had caught it,_I blame the Japanese entirely. There

is nb,doubt whateverfthat reasonableghursihg‘and

better food would hav@5saved the lives of many

hundreds of men in my force who died . ef it
Q Were food and drugs available at that t:i,me‘>
A In small quantities for the Japanese, yes.,

Whether *hey had larger quantities W1th1n reach, I

have no idea.a I can‘hardly believe it. By "within'

PURL.: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/753fc8/




AN

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

25

5,762
wiIp CROSS |

reach" I mean in the area where we were.

Q What connectlon, if any,- dlrectly did you
have with laborers of Asiatic races°

A At Songkrai Camp, for instance,'there'weré
seve?al hundred Asiatic laborers in a hut about fifty
Vards away from the long hospital hut which I descrlbed
At the other Songkrgi Camp the Asiaﬁic laborers'
oﬁen—trench latrine was within ten yards of the hut
occupied by the officers. They wqued'side by side
with our own men up and down the line. T saw them
every day., I also saw their unburied skeietons
lying at the side of the road with just the soles
of their feet left on them. |

Q What camp are you referring to now, ﬁolonel,‘
pleése? , o ,

A That was th® road between Niiki and
Songkrai €amp. Asiatics werelexpélled -- .the sick
Asiatics Weﬁe expelled4from Niikj;cam§” and’driVeﬁ«v'
up the road My infOn&%ﬂt is L%eutenant Colonel
Dlllen, then my senlor;qfficer who was in Niikl
Camp when it happeqed and told me about’1$ the same
evening I saw the bodies later..b‘,

' Q  You were. at Nilki at. ig,hatﬂ'e;me’p ‘
A T had m@%@d Ep,Songkral by then, so had

Dillon,but‘he ha@zgmﬁé

%Qgﬂiiki to get,our pay.
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‘ 'were so many senie ‘B
 cff1cers there, there was a

»’administration.

Q{_ What month was that in 1943? _'
A August I should say,
Q; ‘What foicer of‘General ARIMURA did you

' speak to regarding aecommodations on the Slam—Burma

railroad camp? - : :
s Captain MIYAZAKI and Lieutenant Tam;j”

' Q‘ Have you reason to believe that he deliber~

\ately misrepresented the reason for the transfer?

4 s regards the reason, I believe that he

r_did deliberatelv mislead me.y“

Q- Why should he ao so, inasmuCh as the ordersf'Af

- ceuld be enfcrced regardless°

.A'l Changi Cam@ was a g@ry unusual one. Theie‘-.;f
h ustralian and Allied -
l general POW_’i
llectien_éf.

Sometimes
' interview |

,:engughs"

‘ ‘ :""'-,'?,1tted themw
fselves ta sendlng au§ ten tha,sand prisoners of war
to finish the raiiway and’ when they hearé that we “ B
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1 ddorstep. This is guesswork but the answer to the |
5 guéss to which we all arrived. | |

3 @ What wés the fuﬁction of,fhe force comprising
4 Lieutenant Colonel Harris, three other Lieutenaht

s Colonels and yourself? |

6 A  When we got the orders for F Force we

7|1 were told to form a small POW headquarters. The

g Japanese sald that this POW headquarters would be

o| placed in a central camp in close proximity to their
10| own headquarters and that we were to administer and

11 keép discipline among all the men of the force and

12| make our complaints or suggestions to them.

13 € here did yéu live and how were you treated
14 by the Japanese?

15 A Almost exactly like any other prisoners,

161 not that we asked anything else or wanted 1t but

17} after we had peen making a good many protests to

18| Colonel BANNO during Méyvand July, he sent us away
19| from his headquarters'at Niiki to the Songkrai Camp-
20

from which we continued to send our protests to him

and recommendations as opportunity afforded; but he

22| was troubled with us less. But we still received,
23| naturally, continual reports from the officers whom
24| colonel Harris had appointed as POW Commanders of
25 .

each of the camps.
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Q@ You mentioned various interviews with
Japanese officials. Were you not free to make 
these trips? |

A We did get around to the various camps but
1t was not made éasy for us by the Japanese. Person-
ally, I used to walk out of one camp a few miléé
along the road to the next one and argue it cﬁt
afterwards.,

Q  Were you usually given a hearing by the

Japanese in these matters?

A  On the whole, I was. More so -- On the
whole more than all but a very few others.

Q What was the manner of the cooperation

received by you from the Japanese on these requests?

A I am glad to say that I never stopped -~
I never failed to stop a bashing., Ultimately I could
traih them -- train them up so that they stopped
bashings in the particular'camp Where-I was. The
trouble was the difficulty of getting around to
enough places. In the end I got thé_Korean'guafds
very well trained and they appreciated that we
happened to be on the same side, the argument being,
of course, the obvioﬁsvone that Burma had just been |
given her infependence by the'iapanese and Korea not

yet. As a result, the Koreans in the last few weeks

T
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Wwe were up tﬁere made it more than a Jépanese lifé B |
wes worth to hit one of our troops. That applies
only to Songkrai -~ other Songkrai camps, In other
places I cannot say as much for the Koreans.

Q In what manner'didhyou personnaly travel
from Singapore to Banpong? N
A In a steel rocfed boxcar normally used for
carrﬁing rice, . .

THE PRESIDENT: It is now four o'clock,
We will recess until half*past‘nine‘tomorrow morning;
(Whereupon, at 1600, an adjournment

was taken until Wednesday,‘l8 September, 1946,
at 0930) |

e g e
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