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Affidavit of witn•ss Chernopyatko, an eye-witness of 
th" Khassan L3ke of Fe~ruary 26 , 1946. 

A FF I DA VIT 

OF THE WITNESS H,'TERRQGATI QN 

Moscow, February 26 , 1946 . 

I, military interroga tor f or the U.S.S .R. i n t he Int ernational Military 
Tribunal i n Tokyo, Col onel Doliteky examinod and warned of the responsibility 
f or fa.lee testimony under articl e 95 of t he R.S .F.S .R. Cr iminal Code, the 
witneae ment ioned below, w~o testified : 

Chernopyatko Ivan Davidovitch, bor n in 1914, in Voroshilovgradsky 
Diatrict, Kaganovitch regi on; rank...lll8.jor, Hero of the Soviet 
Union, address:- Moscow, 5 J amakoye Polye street; 19/21, flat 356. 

The certificate of t ho witness dul y warned of the responsibility for 
.fal1e te1timony ie attached. 

In 1938 I wae a pla toon commander of the 59th frontier detachment. 

J'rom the 29-th of July t o the 31-et July, ~I t ook part i n the 
battle• a&ain1t the Japanese t roops who attacked t he Soviet frontier patrol 
on the Hill Zaosernaya. 

Some time before the 29th of July 1938 for ~o weeks the Japanese troop• 
were seen from the Hill Zaozernaya to be concentrating in this area, occupying 
the commanding hills where the artillery wa.e being mounted and other fire neats 
were being built. 

To my calculation by the 29th Qf July the Japanese had drawn up about an 
infan~ry regiment strengthened by artillery 8!14 mortars. ~here were 2 arit1-
ler1 divieions. 

We, Soviet frontier troops on the Soviet pa.rt of the Hill Zaozernaya, were 
about 30 men. One night we heard noise and screams of women and children 
coming from the village Khamold situated at the f oot of the Hill Zaozernaya on 
the Manchurian territory. In the morning it turned out that there vere no 
looal inhabitants, and the village was occupied by the Japanese soldiers. 

The Japanese carefully wat ched the Zaozer~a Hill and sent single scout• 
to our territory. 

In the area of the Zaoii:ernaya hill during the 18-'ch through the 20th ot 
JvJ.7, l~ii a\ cU.ttereat u ... our tl'onUe• outJtO•i guuda oap...i \w l.,... 
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ci viliane 'd th let tere f r om the chief of the JapaMee detachment at Khunchun 
addressed to the Chief of t he 59th front l "r de t achment demanding to clear all 
the territory of the Zaozernaya Hill i ncludi ng Leka P.assan , otherwise threaten­
ing to occup:r t his Soviet terri to:-y by f o1·ce . We did not answer and went on 
gu.erding the et9.te f :rontier, runulng nto"O the Zaozurnaya !iill t ctaying all the 
timo on t he Soviet territory . 

On the 29th of Jul~, 1938 at 16.30 hours tho Jcpanese troops , 100-120 men 
strong made a surpri.3 '3 atin~k unC.er the cover of f og on the adjacent Soviet 
frontier patrol, conclstlng of 11 front ier guarde . W~ heard rifle and machine­
gun f ire and watched the develo::1n.ent of fighting. Sotte ndvance movement of the 
Ja·"aneee on the Soviet terri tory on t he hill Be.zynyannaya, becrune noticable . 

The fron tier guards reteeated into t he depth of our territory. Our rein­
forcement four men strong were Aent out under t~e com.mand of the section comman­
der Batarshin, stopped the Japanee~ and ~fter tha t t~e latter r etreated beyond 
the State Frontier. 

Shortly afterwards , 5 tilled and 6 wounded soldiers of the Soviet frontier 
guards were brou~ht from the hill Bozym.yannaya to the place where ~Y patrol and 
I were stationed. All of them were cut with sabres and had bullet wounds . 

On the lliE,ht of the 31st of July 1938 I wa R sent on a reconnaissance party 
into t he depth of our territory for guarding t he flan~ and rear of our disposi-
tion. About 12 o 'clock at night I heard noi ee in the gr~ss and Japanese speech. Ii 
Thie was on the Soviet territory 200 meters d3ep of the State Frontier. 

The Japanese also caught sight of us and opened fire. In a few minutes ~ 
the Japanese batteries from the adjacent hills opened hurticane artillery and 
mortar fire on the Zaozernaya Hill . 

After a short artillery preparation the Japanese troops simultaneously 
began et t e.cking 2aozernaya :iill from all sides going deep into the Soviet 
territory everywhere. I n the battle , at about 6 o1clock in the mor ning I was 
badly wounded and carried away from the battlefield, and then ovacuated to the 
hospital . 

I may testify that during t he whole time of my service in the 59th frontier 
dett>.chment t here was not a sin&le case of breach of the Stfl te Soviet-Manchurian 
frontier by the frontier guar ds of our detachment, in spite of a number of pr(>. 
vocations on the ~art of the Jar..anese-Manchurian troops . 

Of the participants in t he defence of the Hill Zaozernaya besides Batar­
shin I remember the chi.ef of the outpost Peter Fedorovich Tereehkin from Moscow 
now i n the rank of Lt.-Col. 
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I have nothing else to testify. My testimony baa been writ t en down and 
read to me , to which I sign my name 

The Investigator of t~e Pr o3ecut or at the International 
~ilitary TribU-'18.l in Tokyo . 

Colonel Dolitskv. 

CERTIFICATE OF TRAliSLATIO~ OF THE ABOVE DOCUf.iENT: 

I, M. Menshova, hereby ce!'t~fy that I am thoroughly convo!'snnt with 
the Russian and Englieh 1P..ngt1a.&e~: and the above is a correct and true 
translation of the indicat~d document . 

~ ~ 

\ 

r1 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7654d1/




