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On being questioned by newspapermen concorning Jepan's
position with rogard to the possible involvement of the dether-
lands in the Puropean war and its ropercussions in the Nether-
lands Zast Indizs, the Foreign linister lir, irita replied as
followss

71th the south S3as regioans, especially tho Netherlands
Zast Indies, Japen is cconomically bound by an intimate ro=-
latiouship of mutuality in ministoring to onc anothar's necd.
Similarly other countriocs of Zast wsia maintain close cconouic
relations with these rezionse That is to say, Japan, these
countrias and thase regions together arc contributing to the
prosperity of Jast ..sia through mutual aid and interdepondances

Should tho hostilitics in Turope be cxtended to the Nether-
lands, and produce repercussions, as you say, in the Nother-
lands -ast Indics, it would not only interferc with the nain-
tonance and furtherance of the ebove~-mentionod relations of
acononie intordopendence, and of co~existonce and co-prosperity,
but alss give rise to an undesirablc situation from the stand-
point of thc peace and stability of last ssias In view of
these coasiderations the Jepenese Coverament can not but be
decply concerned over any development, accompanying the
aggravation of tho war in “uropc, that may affect tha siatus
qua of tho lotharlands .i:ast Indics.

_ ‘¢ have received a report fram our “inistor at the Haguo,
uip, Itaro Ishii, to tho following effccte

 .inistor Ishii callod on tho sotherlands Foreign Minister,
ur, van Bloffons, on the 16th of ..pril and cxplained to the
latter tho attitude of the Jaopancse Governmont with regard to
the question of the ‘lotherlands Dast Indisss The Notherlauds
Poroign “inister oxpresscd the Nothorlands Govornment's ap=
preciation of tho Japansso Covernmant's attitude and et the
same time stated that the Notherlends Goverament hed not sought
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nor would seck in the futurc any country's protoction of the
Nothorlands Jast Indies, and that the Nethorlands Government
were determined to refusc any offer of protection of intoer-
vention of any kind which might be made by any country.

The Notherlands Ministor at Tokyo, Genoral J, C, Pabst
called on the Foreign “inister, ~r. Hachior ..rita, today and
confirm:d the above report of Uinister Ishii,

L

i
u‘

>

e T e

‘ L




© 19€ W00H 01 _MHNLIE

ERE




L el et i S ety W W s e T sl

W AR S Y 38 W7\ B 2 SO @OT (=L
G @O SO (W = -\ = s )

R 0 T ol RN N o N v v DA @ =R

R R AN N NV R N e
29 8 A v £ I v 22 o N w2 v 3K e N el
BT s e e ) @ BT L TR
v O BT VR e a8 Y IR R AT
L LTAR TR G AR AR = I Xy i
e ¥RV v = [ AR T 08 ol R W B EGE
ST TR TS (AR NN ¢ - R T2 v
£33 Lt e 33 8O T WD AT 0 SR N w T

AR SRES VRN nEVACESS SV (8
A b W2 SR o T G o g B AT A~ §4-- L

e 0D T 2 D s WD ./.,,r.t.,ﬁ ﬁu

N S

— fﬂw,q..u_n_“&iﬂpwm,ﬂ.d1 Ry
BN ﬂm_.n s S O A R
# S Nl " o AN [ VL .
R T AT B .ﬂ\ e




A s

= DT A -y

Considering the poseibility of the war in Zurope spreading
to the Wetherlands, the Japanese Government made public on the
15 of april their attitude of deep concern over any develop=-
ment that mey effect the atatua gua of the Netherlands Zast
Indies, and subsequently they notified the Netherlends Govern-
mont to that effecte In comnection with this, the Netherlands
Government expressed their determination not to alter their
policy of maintaining the afatus qua of the saeid Netherlands,
colony under any circumstances.

iss the “uropean war hes now spread to the Hetherlands, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Hachior Arita, invited the Netherlands
Minister et Tokyo, General J, C, Pabst, to the Foreign Office -
this afternoon, and informed the latter that the Japanese
Government carnestly hope that tho Notherlands Government will
firmly maintain their said determination regarding the question
of the Wetherlands Bast Indies.

The Foreign Minister has also called attention of the
representatives in Tokyo of belligerent countries, namely,
Great Britain, Germany and France, to Japan's concern over the

said question.

The Foreign Minister has informed the representatives of
two neutral countries, the United States and Italy, for their
refercnce, the fact that the Japanese Government made the
above notification to the Government of belligerent countries

concernedes
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