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i.nr . 15. 1940. Foroiizn uii niatcr •"rita Replica ta Now­
pnpgrme11 on tho Q.ucatipn gf the Ngthorlands f.gst I nd i os. 

On being quostioaod by nodepapormon conoor ni l'llS Jepan' s 
positi~ ·.11th r o{?lll"d to tho possible i nvolvement of the Nether­
l ands in t ho ~ropcan 'i7tlr ond 1 ts roporcuas fons in the Nother ­
lanGs ::a.st I ndi .:!a, the Foreign i.li nister ~. ···rite. r epli ed as 
follOi7SI 

~·11th the ;;,01ith Sass ra&io:u~ , eapocially tho Nothorlands 
·~at Indi os , J apaa is acono1.Ucally bound by en i ntim:?.t o r o­
l a t10.1ship of mutuali ty in ministering to ono anoth.lr ' a neod . 
Similarly other countri.Js of ~ast •• s i a mai ntain close econoraic 
rolati~ns -;iita these r o;:,:ions. That i s to say, Japan , those 
countri3s ond t hJse r agioas togath~r aro contributi n3 to the . 
prospority ot =aat ~sis thr::u~h m.ltual aid nnd i ntordopondanco. 

Shoul <i t ho hostili tics i n -::Uropa bo oxtcndod to tho Nether­
l ands , and produce r opercussio:is , as you soy, in t ho ?fothor­
lands .-0et I udios , it '.70ul d not only i nt erfor o \71 th the r.ain­
t onanotl oud i'urtheronco of t ho abovo-ment ionod r el at i ons of 
oconomio intordopoode;1ce , and of oo- exist,:moc and oo-prosperi ty , 
but o.lao Bive rise to en undesirable situation from tho stand­
point of t hv pclaca and s tabil ity or !:est ~.a1a. In via·.1 of 
those co~aidorations t he Jcpanaso Gover llnl3nt can not but bo 
d.Joply ooncern&d over any dovulOptlont , a ccompanying the 
ag£;1'3vation of t ho d8r in -:Uropo , that mny a ffect tha status 
.Q.W2 of tho iio t harl ands .:.ast Indios . 

-pril 18. 1940. St otqmgnt of thg Far oi;n Ottica Sook~Sfi¥1ll 
O::mcoruins t ho Ccuestion qf tho ifothorlands !:fast Ipdiea. 

o hav~ r ccaivod a r eport fraii our J:ii n ietvr e.t tho H.9.guo, 
Wr . Itaro Ishii , to the follo~ing affect . 

-'i nist or Ishii called on tho 1iot herl:mds For e i gn !.iinistcr , 
~r. vau l..1ctfo!ls , on t ho 16th of .• pril anci. cxplai uod to tho 
l att er tho attitud.3 of t ho Jo.panvs o Gov.Jrnmont ;11th r o8ard to 
tho question of t !le ~!oth.n-lo.nds ::Sst I ncU as. The l~othorla::ids 
.l!'oroi~1 ..linister oxpressod t he Notharlands GovorumtJnt ' s ap­
preciation of tho Japo.naso Govor nmo.'lt ' s attitude and a t tho 
srun~ timo lltatt)d t hot t ho Not hurl a:ids Govornrnont ho.d not sought 
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nor uould sook i n the future any oountry ta protootion of the 
Nathorlands J:ast Indi es, and that the llotherlands Oovornment 
woro d~tennined to rcfuso any oftor .:>£ protootion of iutor­
venti.:>n of any kind -;rhich miaht bo 100do by any oount1-y. 

The Netherlands Ministvr at Tokyo, Genorel. J . c. Pabst 
called on the Foreign Winister , wr . Haohior •• rita, today ond 
confirJA~d the above r eport of Wini.star Ishii. 
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May 11, 191&0. Stateoont of the Forei(61l Offige Sp9keCBPAB 
Oongern·ina the ltlaintenenoe of Stotus Q.uo ot the Nether­
lands B&st Indies. 

Considering the possibility of the war in ":?urope spreading 
to the 'letherlands, the Japanese Govornment made public on the 
15 ot ~pril their attitude ot deep oonoern over any develop­
ment that my affect the status ™ ot tho Netherlands 3ast 
Indies, and subsequently they notified the Notbarlands Govern­
ment to that efteot. In ooll!lection uith this, the Netherlands 
Government expressed their determination not to alter their 
policy of maintaining the atatne ..Q.Wl ot the said Netherlands, 
colony under any circumstances. 

~s the ::Uropean war bils now spread to the Hetherlandse the 
!'::>reign iiiinister, Mr. Hachior J.rita, invited the Uetherlands 
Ministor at Tokyo, General J. c. Pabst, to the Foreign Ottice ' 
this aft3rnoon, and intormed the latter thut the Japanese 
Government ~arnestly hope that tho Netherlands Govornment uill 
firmly maintain their said detorminati:m regarding the question 
ot the lfotherlands Bast Indios. 

The Foreign Minister has also called attention of the 
representatives in Tokyo ot bolligerent oountrias, namely, 
Great Bri taiu, Ge~ and Franco, to J apon' s concern over the 
said question. 

The Foreign ~inister has informed the ropreeontatives of 
two neutral countries, the Unitod States and Italy, tor their 
reference , the tact that the Japaneso Governmont made the 
above notitication to the Goveromont of bell.igerent countries 
c:>noerned. 
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