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INTERNATION~L MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 

1,. THE UNITED STAT~S OF Alt~ICA , et al . 

-vs-

ARAKI Sadao , et al. 

- Defendants -

A F F I D A V I T ---------
Rt1FU5 S . BR!.~ ~'ON 
;;.;..;;,~....;......;;;-- --- '--

RUFUS s . BRATTON, being first duly o.t?rn, upon oath deposes and se.yr 

Q What ls your ~am~? A Rufus s. Bratton, Colonel , United State s Army. 

~ What ts your prese nt position? 1 

A Deputy Chief of CIS , G-2, GHQ SCAP. 

~ What ~98 your posit1on in tho month of December 1941? 
A Chief of the Far Ei.l::1tern SC'::tion, rtilttary Intelligence Division, 

War Dopartment G~~oral StQff , Washl~gtnn , D. c. 
~ Vihlit , in g3neral, were your duties at that time? 
A I suporvisod tho work of the Far Eastorn Section of the Military 

Intelligence Diviston, and ~pe~ ift~~11y was the custodian and 
proc'3ssor of tho Jepe.nes o eipl 0 .•i:.- •. i ~ messages. V!ht ~h were being 
intercepted and t.,..l.ln31Sli;1d by l h1j /i"'my i.md tl ~o N°Yy . I had 
charge of thAt ~aterlal f~o~ t~u t i~ ~ i t roac~ed the Military 
Intelli:,lnco Division. 

~ Was it your r osponsibiltty to make dellv3~Y or dissemtnation of 
that intercepted diplomatic corrannondAnca ? 

A It was my res pons i b;_lity . I r-"rt f')"''J 0fficor .:\Ssist'\nts who 
helpod mo in pr·oces '3 :i.ng tho mato!·~ a '· ~wl c.r c 'ls i o:lc..lly in distri -
buting it . 

Q. When did you first -l o'ol:rn thl.'\ t ?'!'c'! ,1 ~ ::- hod been 1 ssuad to Japanes e 
Embassies 11ml c~:- ~l~l D.:.os t .1 dc'"ti .. ·:t t' 1c.> 1,., "o.1es era~ dccumonts? 

A On ~ De comb~ r wo hed intorcopt (·<l e re . .. l ' ,.,.. ., .. ~ '=~·~yo to tho Embassy 
to th'olt effect, and I had sont. ~no of rr.y offi cers to the Embassy 
and ho r oport0d tho L thJy wa.ce bur.11ng their pa po rs in t.he back 

y11rd . 

Q. Whom did you rict-i fy of this f~ t? 
A General Shol'.'n.~n r iles , my supc1·i ot' off icor 11nd Chief of Mili t.11ry 

Intolligen~o , o"1d L:.:-:1 er'?l Leon,,rd T. Gerow , Chief of the War 
Plans pi,.v .:..~· 1 ~ n nf t"le G.3nr:? r'\l Staff. 'Tho i n l-c rcopted message 
was aont to tho usu.I\:. r ocip:!.on t s c f this m11tcr1. s:.l . which included 
the Secretary of Stat ~ ~rJ Lne Chief of Staf f. D~strlh1~ion to 
the Socrotary of t i.1e lhvy and the Pr es ident was at that time the 
r osponsibllity of tho Navy . 

Q. Did you and Generals Milos and Gerow discuss the moaning of this 
destruction of codes? 

A Yes , we agreed th9t it me11nt ot ~ho 101st o break in diplomatic 

A 

rel~tions ~nd prob~bly war . 

Do you r emember tho so- c'llled pilot message , which iappears in 
evidence in this c':lse ~s Exhibit 1 , 216 ~nd which I A~ h'lving 
h':lnded to you? 
I do. 
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~ When did this mess11ge first come to your ~ttention? 
A Somo timo around 2 o 1 clock of th~ ~rternoon of Saturduy, 6 

December 1941· 
~ Did you discuss t h e matter with anyone on that Saturday aftornoon~ 
A Yes; with General Miles and with General Gero\1. In addition, 

that message was distributed to the Chief of Staff, the Socrotary 
of W11r and the Secretary of Stato . 

Q. Are you familiar with the lh-part message which was later re­
ceived in accordance wit h t nis pilot mossago, in evidance here 
as Exhibit 1,245-K, wh..., ch : .:J b '\ iT"' fS handod to you? 

A I am. 
Q 1:/hen did you first soc any ps:lrt s of this message? 
A That message began to come into my office in tho late aftornoon 

or early evening of 6 Docembor, and tho first 13 parts had 
arrived complotely between 9 and 10 o 1 clock that evening. 

~ To whom d1d you make distribution of those 13 parts? 
A To the Secretary of State, by delivery of tho locked pouah con­

taining them to the night duty officer in the State Department 
some time after 10 o'clock th~t night . I also advised General 
Miles b~ telephone of the contents, and was told by him that 
ho hlld seen the 13 parts . 

Q When did you first see the 14th part of the massage? · 
A Tho 11.th part was delivered to ma at my office in the War Dep9rt-

mont 8:15 or 8:30 on the morning of Sunday, 7 December. 

~ Vlhat distribution of it was made by you? 
A It was de li vet'ed iramedta.tely to tho St1;1te Department by me or 

my assistant, Colone l Dusa nh\l!'Y• 

Q VJhOn did you first s ee tho message ordoring 1 o 'clock delivery 
or the memor11ndu:.i contained in t~1e 14- p':lrt mess'lge , Exhib1 t 
1,218, which l s be ing ::hown to y'.)t•' 

A At just about 9 o 1 clock of the n1o:"r.i n!) of 7 De camber . 

Q. Vlhom did you notify of roceipt of th i s messl.lge? 
A Generals Miles c:ind Gerow, ar..d Gor.orll l M'3r~h'll l, Chief of Staff . 

Q. Do you know whe ther G1~!C'! .. :l '.. ~: , ,... .. · 1 • !. l ll'.l ,1 P i ::6 t he 14-part 

moss.age? A At 11:25 th11t mo1•n in5 GC; r.cl'a~s M~. ) c3 S and G"3 1' "'W P..nd I met with 
Oener11l Marshal 1 in h l r. off ice. He thon r ead , i n our presence, 
the complete 14-part m~s s 11ge and the 1 o'clock del ivery message. 

~ Was the significance of tre 1 0 1 clock delivery discussed? 
A At Generl.ll Mar ~1aJl ' s ro~uc st c ~c~ of u: 3~~" him his evaluation 

of it, which w9s t~Bt we c ~ r~ ur rod i n b~ ,i ~?~ng that it meant 
Japanese ho ~ ti le c d:i?n l=IK'J ~ -~~ t c ,.1.0 ~?.1c :.· i i: 'J n in~taJ.l 9.tion in 
the Pacific at or sri~:." t ly 11f i:; 3 t' 1 o 1 <'lock t:ia t ~ftornoon . 

~ 1.';}iat did General Marsh!'\ll do as a result of this convorsation? 
A He call ed Admir~l Stark, Ch i ef of Naval Operations, on the 

telephone , 11nd 'lfter consul t l:ltion with him wrote out in his own 
hand a w11rnir..3 mos s 1:1ge to bo aant to H11w'l11, the Philippines, 

Q 

Panama. 'lnd otho ~ Amaric 'ln out post s in t ho Pac~ f~c . 

I am h 'lving h~nded to you Defence Document no. 1500-E-6 . Pleaso 
examine this document r:i nd s t o.to v1hct'1..:-r i t is a copy of the 
message at that time prep11r od and sen'; by Goner'3.l thrshall? 
This is the message which General Mar sh iall wrote and which At 
his order I took to the War Department Mess~ge Center for coding 
9nd tr~nsmission. -2-
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Q. Vloro you 'ldvisod by the chief of tho moss11go cantor how long it 
would tako for dolivary of that mess'lge to tho addressees? 

A Colonel French, the chief of tho mossago canter, told mo that 
it would bo in the h'lnds of tho 'lddrossees within 30 or 40 
minutes, which f'lct I reported to General M11rsh~11 . 

Q. V.'ha.t timo was it then? 
A It w~s then 11:58 A.M. 

FURTHER the aff i'lnt saith not . 

At Tokyo , this 18 August 1947 

/s/ R. S. Br~tton 

Subscribod and sworn to befcro me , tho undorsignod 'luthority, on 
this 18 August 1947, 11t T •. ·~o~ 

/s/ \'lorth D. White 
Capt. Inf . 
Summary Court 0ff 1cer 
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