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Franco-Japanese Treaty of Reeidonce and Navigation 
Relative to French Indo-Chi na. 
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His Majesty , the Emperor of Japan, and the Chief of State of France, 
desiring equally to further the good neig,hborly r elations and to develop t he 
economic r elations between J apan and Indo-Ghina, and believing that a clear, 
precise determination of the re~ulati~nB applicable to the r esidence and 
navigation between Janan a nd Indo-China wvuld contribute to the actualization 
of the most desirable r esults , have d~ctded to cvnclude for this purpose a 
treaty of residence and navigation and have appointed as their plenipotentaries 
the following: 

fiis Majesty the Emperor of Japan: 

Yoeuke MATSUOKA, Foreign lHnister , 
Jun M.ATSt.n~IYA, Envoy Extraordinary and Ambassador Plenipotentiar 

The Chi ef of State of France: 

Arsene-Henry, Envo~ Extraordinary and Ambassador 
Plenipotentiar y of France to Japan, 

Rene Robin, Honorary Governor-General of the Colonies, 

who, after showi ng to each other their r espective commissions of full powers 
and finding these to be in good and proper form, have agreed on the f ollow1ng 
articles: 

!rticle I. 

The nationals and native subjects , / 11 r essortissants11 / of each of the two 
countrie s shall have full liberty, with their famili es, to enter and reside in 
all the expanse of the territori es of t he other. Under the conQiiion that they 
will conform to the laws of the country, \hay shall enjoy \he following rights: 

l. They shall, in all matters concerning travel and residence, be treated in 
the same manner as the nat ionals of the country; 

2. They shall, like the nationals, have the right to carry on business and 
manufacturing industry and to deal in all articles which are the objects 
of lawful comr.:erce, whether it be operated in person or by agents, whether 
alone or in partnership with fore igners or with nationals; 

3. They shall be , in matters concerning the engagement in industry, trade, or 
profession, and the pursuit of studies or scientific investigations, treated, 
in all respect s, the same as the nationals and native subjects of the most 
favored nation. 

4. They shall be able to own or lcaso and occupy homes, factories, warehouses, 
stores and places which are necessary to them, and to lease l and for the 
purpose of residing or utiliz i ng them for the object of lawful commerce, 
industry, agriculture, or otho~ business. 
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5. They shall be able , under reciprocal ~ond~ti~ns, to obtain or to possess 
freely all kinda of movable or if.llllovabl e prl)por ty, which tho laws of the 
country permit, or ma.v permit this acquisition or possession to the 
nationals and native aubjects /"ressortissant s"/ of the moat favored 
nation; they ahall be able to dispose of tho said movabl e or i mmovable 
property by aalo, exchange, donation, marriage, will or in any other 
manner, under the same conditions which are prescribed or may be 
prescribed in respoct to the nationals themselves. They shall also be 
able to export fraely the proceeds of the sale of th~ir properties, and 
all accessories, without being subjected, on the ground that they are 
foreigners, to other taxes or heavier t c:Xos than those to which the 
national• are subjected under the same circumotances; 

6. They ahall enjoy constant and comp l ete protection and security of their 
bodies and propertiea; they shall have free and easy access close to the 
courts and tribunals for the prosecution and defense of their right s, and 
they shall be, like the nationals thomselvos, free to choose and employ 
lawyers, solicitors and other law-office agents to r epr esent them at the 
courta and tribunals, and in general they shall have the same rights and 
privileges as the nationals in all matters concerning the administration 
of justice: 

?. They shall be exempted from all compulsory military service, whether it 
be in the ariny, navy, er air forces, whether in the national guard or 
militia, and also from all contributicne imposed in lieu and place of 
personal service. They shall be also exempted, rogardleee of peace pr 
war time, from all compulsory subscription of public bonds and all military 
requisitions or contributions, with the exception of those which are levied 
on t hee similarl:: as on· tho na tionals thomselvos, in their capacity as the 
possessors , t enante or occupants of the imcovable properties . In respect 
to the foregoing matters, tho nationals and native subjects /"ressortias­
ante" / ot each of the two countries shall not be treated, in the terri­
toriea of the other, l ess favorably than the nationals and native subjects 
/" rouortiaeanta" / of the moat favored nation; 

8. Thay shall not be subjected to assessments, taxes, tees or contributions, 
of whatever thoy may be, different or higher than those which are imposed 
or may be imposed on the nationals. These provision• shall not preclude, 
in caae of necessity, the collection ot f ees concerning the execution of 
police procedures or of so callod sojourn taxes. However, the national• 
and native subjects / 11 roseortisaante"/ of the tvo countries shall posse1s 
the moat favored troatmont concerning the tariff; 

9. They ahall possess an absolute freedom concerning religion; they may erect 
and possess a place of worahip, worship publicly or privately, and build, 
possess and maintain cemeteries according to their r eligious custom and 
they may establish educational, religious, charitabl e or philanthropic 
institutes; 

10. Tho premises, warohoueoe, manufactories, and shops or all other accessory 
places possessed by nationals and nativo subjects of either country and 
in the domains of the othor , ehall not be treapaseed if legally used. 

' 
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Neither can they be inspected or sonr<;!iod nor can tho account-books, 
documents or statistics be exami ned ~n1 i~~~octod unloss under the 
conditions and method proecribod i11 '.;hf:: 01·din·\:1CC for the nationals 
t hems elves. 

Article 2. 
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The existence of Japanese com:.1orcial, i ndustrial and financial joint 
stock companies and other coi:rpanies or assoGiations shall bo acknowledged 
by lndo-China if the organization or pu:~iu ae doos not violat~ t he public 
poace in tho torritorics of Indo- China. The ~xiet cnco of commercial, indus­
trial or financial jcint stock comp~t.los and othvr companies or commercial 
associations established legally i r. acccrdance with Fr onch laws and existing 
and carrying on business in Indo-Chi nn s!w.11 be acknowl edged by Japan if the 
organization or purpose does not vlol ato tho public peace in the torrit~rios 
of Japan. 

Tho abovo-montioncd compani es or commercial associations shall enjoy 
tho treatmont allowed to the most favor ed nation when carrying on the business 
in tho territories of oither country in accordance with the laws. 

Tho above-mentioned companies and commercial associations and their 
branch offices or agencies shall not be l oviod customs duties, commissions, 
taxes or contributes, regardless of t hoir nom0ncl a turo, differ ent or highor 
than those charged on the corapanios or commercial ~seociations of the most 
favored nation. Concorning tho taxes calculatecl on tho capit-al, profits and 
int er ests, theeo compani es or comm~rcial aseociatlons or their branch offices 
and agencies shall bo l evied in that count r y taxes , according to their nature , 
in proportion to that pa.rt of the capital i nvoetod in that country, the 
proporty posaoseed, tho nogotiablo inetrwnent, the profits acquirod and the 
bueinoes dona in the said country . 

Articlo 3. 

In case of tha death of a national or native eubjoct / 11 ressortiesant
11

/ 

of either one of tho two countries in \;he t erritori os of the other, if tho 
deceased does not l oavc in t~o country wher e ho diod an evident heir or an 
executor of hie will, the cor.ipot ent local off icials shall i mmediately give 
notice of his death to tho consul ar · official of the country of which tho 
decoaeod ia a national or native subjoct, in tho district where the death 
occurrod. 

On demand of the consular official, the compot ont local officials shall 
complet e t ho notification by delivering a copy of th~ cortificate of death in 
due form and froo of charge. 

In tho case of the absonco or incompctonco of a successor or one of 
the successors , or in case of the absonco of tho executors , the consular 
official may r equest tho compet ent authorities to take nocoseary measur for 
r ecognizing and prosorving the riGhtu of tho succossor. 

I 
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In case a national or na tivo s~bjoct of ono of the t wo count ries who 
posseseos s ome property in t he t orr i t ori ea of tho ot her dies outs ide t he 
above ment ioned t erritories , t he pr oceni ng ~rovisions shall be applied 
correspondingl y . 

Article 4. 

Merchants or manuf acturors who aro t ho nat ional s or native subjects of 
one of the two countries may, in t ho t erritories of tho other country , 
whether personally or by commercial travel lers , mako purchases or t ake orders, 
with or without samples and models . These merchants , ma.nUfacturers and their 
commercial travellers , i n making purchases or in t a.king ordors, shall enj oy, 
in all matters, the treatment of the most favored nation. 

Articles imported as samplos and modols for the abovc- montionod 
purposes shall, in each of t he two countri es, be admit ted t emporarily duty­
froe in conformity with the customs r egulations and formalities established 
in order to secure their r e- exportation or the payoent of the proscribed 
customs duties in case of non-r e- exportation within t he period fixed by l aw. 
However, this privilege shall not bo extended to t he articles which, because 
of thoir quantity or value , cannot be considered as samples or models, or 
which, because of thoir nature, cannot be identified at the time of r e-exporta­
tion. Tho right of deciding whether tho sampla or model may be admitted duty­
free shall belong exclusively, in all cases, to tho competent customs author­
itios of the placo where the importation r.as boon made. 

Tho two Govornments shall notify each other t he organs charged with tho 
right to issue tho credentials which ma;y be r equirod of t he merchants, 
manufacturors and commercial traveller s , and a lso of t ha model of the abovo 
crodentials. 

Article 5. 

Tho nationals and nativo subjects of each of the two countrie s shall 
enjoy, in the t erritories of t he ot her country, t he same rights as those 
enjoyed by tho nationals thomsolves in all matters concer ning t he protection 
of patont -rights, manufacturing and commercial labels, all kinds of industrial 
designs and models, trado styles, and tho indicatlon of the placo of origin, 
and in all mat~ors concerning tho r epr ession of illegal competition , provided 
t hat they fulfill tho formalities ar.i conditions prescribed by law . 

Article 6 . 

The Japanese and French merchant ships entering or l eaving Indo-Chinose 
or Japanese t erritorial wat ors or p orts , who.tevcr be the: ~laco of thoir do­
parturo or destination, shall not be subjected, in enterin~ or l eaving port, 
to any taxes or f oes, whatever thoir denominations ba collected in tho namo 
and account of the country, state, city, town, village, compotent public or 
private orGanizations, difforont from or hi gher t han those which aro imposed 
on the merchant ships of tho homo country . 

I 
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It is the intention of both contract~ ~~ ~artie ~ t o agree to grant to the 
other countries' vessels all right~ .:.:: ·~ ·pr ~-, ·~ ·1 ,~g..;~ nou rLl l;o tho so which a r c 
grant ed or may be granted to home ' ' C '."l'.'\ C ~.·: • . ·r •. ) ,. : ".'i \ ~:: f. c..~·'1c.o :'ning t he 
mooring, loading , unloading and repl .3~.i·!f-. ·io.:; c.~ ·ra:F:i·.{ i.n p1..1rts, anchorages 
and docks, and generally all forma:!.i ': ~ l:I '> ar.ri. -rec:.: .; ·...rd t;•.' ···~1i ch the oor chant 
ships, their craws or cargoes ai·e su1' j .).-:t , •J:' f:O) J. :.p •>T :'.~ i:mr. ·t•h :•. ch merchant 
ships may p erform, it is agr eed that th(;j vr:i.·11

. J . .:~··, ., bJ'ti. ft\.1·~· l't.. w!1ich are or 
may b o accorded to the home vessels s h&;.l b .:- ,·, r,1:..:-.".1. l~i £J ·: ·:r,:.7cJ.0d to t hooe of t he 
other country, tho inten t i on of the '1i"'c Cv•:·~ -·:,o. r; ';. j:-ig I'e.. t ... leo b eing that, under 
this r elation also, t heir vessels shall b e t~·oatod or. t ho r"ooii ing of p erfect 

equality. 

Article 7. 

The p assengers and their luggages on s hi ps pr cecribed in t he precedi ng 
article shall r eceive the sam~ treat ment as whun travelling on ships of t :1eir 

own country . 
The cargoes of the sa id s hips, r egar dl ess of t he plac~ of origin or 

dispatch, shall not be l evied cu <: t om dut iv'J "r ~~ ... .::i 3amo~ta differ ent from or 
higher than that l evied on cargo'JG tron$~<..r i-. oi 1-)y shi ps of the home country. 
Es'9ecially, all morchandi se i mpor ted or r.1a·1 ·N i 1lport od, lf.Wl\.~lly , to the port 
of one of tho two countries on tJhipe of '.;h o hor;e .:;C\>!1'11 ' Y , E$~i.l equally be 
imported to the same i;or t on shl!>E: of the o \.~.;: r c~ 1, ri l·l·y , anti. i n this cas e , tho 
said merchandise , r egardles s of names, ol:e.:!.'.!. nl)t ·oo l. c·1ied i:i.uti 3 ~ or t a.."'\:e s 
differ ent from or higher tha n t h;:i.t l e'V:O.ud .m mer cha ndise i mpor ted by sh"lps of 
the homo country . The above mut -.ial tree.·, :uont c,f o·.i.uality shall b e applicable 
whe ther the said merchandise comes diroc<J.~ f rom t ho place of origin or from 
any othar country. Li ke'\<:ise , bo c;h coun liri es s hall r ece ive the treatment of 
absolut e equality por~aining to eAPort; and acco~~~Tlgly , on all products, 
oxportod or may be cxyorted lawfully from tho ro~pcc ~ivc domains of both 
countries, whe ther tr.nnsportod by Japanes e or by Fr..?nch vessels, and r egardless 
of the place of dc st lna tlon, shall b o paid tho sa.~c amount of export duties 
and r eceive the same amount of subsidies or drawbacks. 

Article 8. 

The Japanese or French vessels charBed with r egul a r mail transport, 
whethor thoy are government ves s els or owned by companies rocoiving "Oubsidioe 
fro.: tho government fo~· ;.!\,. seno p·x .::osli> , shall tiA.t'O the oane advantages, 
privileges a.nd execyt.Lons, in tho :,; ~. -:.;·~ t or1.al l'{a tors of the other countr:v , 
as sioilar vessels of the motJt f avored na tion . 

Article 9 . 

When vessels of a i ther count ry cal l at a port of the other . because of 
wreckage , r unning af;l. C\.1.nci.. da:nage a t s ea , or on force majeu:-e, assisr.an~e. 
protection or exomp~ i on ~qual to that p ermitted to the home ves s els u nder the 
eimilar conditions shall be per mitted, whether the s a id vessel belongs to the 
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government or to a pri vate fira. Ever:·~hi~g r oecucd froo the said vessel or 
from its car go when not disposed of ir~ ~1u-.... i; cvunt1·y , shall be exempted from 
customs duties. When disposod of wHi~; n t b..-. t country, r ef;Ular C'Jetooe duties 
shall 'bo pa id. 

.Art i cle 10. 

Tha consular officer s of each of tho two c0untries shall exclusively t ake 
charge of maintaining ordor on boa.rd i;ho r.lv"c: hant F.!1\ps of thei r country. 
They shall s ettle all disputes which nay aTi ~c l:-._:1:. ng the captain , officers and 
crows, and especially disputes pertaining to the. f'l...H:.llaent of employment 
contracts . The l ocal authorities shall be able to i ntervene only when the 
disorders arising on board tho ships are of such a nature as to disturb the 
public peace and t r anquility on l .md. or in the port , or when some nationals 
of tho country or some persons not bclongi?lb t o the crew are parti ci pati ng 
in the dieordor. 

Article 11. 

The consular officers of each of tho two countries shall receive, from 
local authorities of the other country, and i n confor mity with the laws of 
the country, ai d and assistance f or tho a1~est and tra.~sfer of deserting 
members of the crew of t he merchant sh~~s of their country. except when the 
deserting members are nationals of t he ooun·bry. 

Article 12. 

Tho Hi gh Cont racting Partie s agr oo that , i n al l oatturs concorning r e sidence 
and navi gation, all privileges , favor s or i a r:ru.nitios which one of the two 
countries accords or may accord to anothor state . shall be extended, immediate~y 
and without condition , t o t he other co~~try , their i ntention being to assure the 
othor country the treat nont of the ooBt favor ed na tion i n all r el ations . 

Article 13 . 

The stipulations of the present Convontion concorning t he treatment of the 
most f avor ed na tion shall not be appliod: 

l. To special advantages whi ch a r o accorded or will be accorded to an adjoining 
stat e to f acilitat e front i ar trade ; 

2 . To special advantages ;resulting from f\ customs union; 

3. To advant agos bas ed on contracts whi ch are accorded or which may be accorded 
t o a t hird stat e in order to avoid double taxat i on. 

...!. 
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government or to a privat e firm. Evor~·thi:-ig ~oecucd f r on the said vessel or 
from its cargo when not dispos ed of it~ ~J~ .. i; c..>u.n\.ry , shall b e exempted from 
customs duties. When disposed of wH.C~ ; n tb~t countr~r . r~gular custooe duties 
shall bo paid. 

Art i clo 10. 

The consular officers of each of t he two c~untr!cs shall exclusively take 
charge of maintaining order on board 1;h0 l:lO ·c hant F.!1\ps of their country. 
They shall s ettle all disputes whi ch nay arl~c h ;i~ng t he capt ain, offi cers and 
crows, and especially disputes pertai ning to th€. f'\...H :'.lll:lent of employment 
contracts . The l ocal au thorities shall bo able to i ntervene only when the 
disorders arising on board t he ships are of such a nature as to disturb the 
public peace and tranquility on l .md. or 'J n t he port , or when sooe nationals 
of tho country or some p ersons not bol ongi Jlb to the crew are partici pating 
in the disorder. 

Article 11. 

Tho consular officers of each of t ho two countries shall receive, from 
local authorities of the other country, and i n confor raity with the laws of 
the country, aid and assistance for tho aY~Cst and tra..~sfor of deserting 
members of the crew of the merchant sh~~s of t hoir country, except when the 
deserting mombors are nationals of the coun·t ry . 

Article 12. 

The High Contracting Parties agreo that , in all oattors concerning r esidence 
and navigation, all privileges , favor s or i r.ir:runitics which one of the two 
countri oa accords or may accord to 3nothor state , shall be extended, immediately 
and without condition, to the other co~~try, t heir i nt ention being to asauro the 
othor country tho treat nont of the coat favor ed na tion in all r elations. 

Article 13. 

The stipulat i ons of the present Convont i on concerning the treatment of the 
moat f avored na tion shall not be appli ed: 

l. To special advantages which arc accorded or will be accorded to an adjoining 
stat o to f acilitate frontiar trade ; 

2 . To special advantages ~esulting from A customs union; 

3. To adva.ntagos based on contracts which are accorded or which may be accorded 
to a third stat e in order to avoid double taxation. 

J 
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Ar t i cle 14. 

In t ho application of tho yr ceont Convont i on, it io under s t ood t hat: 

1 . Th<' expressions 11 tho two countrics 11 , "each of the t wo countries". mean 
J apan and Indo-Chi na: t ho cx-pro1->siJns 11 ono of t he t wo countrios

11
, and "the 

othor country" oean J apan or Inda-China; 

2 . Tho t er o 11 atat o11 , when i t conco;:-ns Franco , noans t ho Fr ench Governoent 
or the Gover ntlent-Gener al of French Indc·-China; 

3. 'rho t ern • nationals and nat i ve subjoct s11 f 1rosaortissants
11

/ , when it 
concerns I ndo-Chi na. means Fr ench citizon3 who havo thei r dooicilos or t heir 
principal eetablishnonts in lndo-Chin~. the French subjects or pr oteges who 
aro natives of Indo-China or who have their donici las or their principal 

e1tabliehmonta in I ndo- China; 

4. The t el't! 11 nationale11 , whon it concorne Indo-China, ooans Fr ench ci t izens 
who ~ve thoir dociciles or t heir pri ncipal ostabl~shoonts in I nda-Chi na: 

5. Tho oxpreesion "Japanese oe't"cha.nt ships11 neans tho ocrc~t shi ps which 
navigate under Japanese flag and w~n.ch havo on board the docunents r equired 
by J apane ae l aws for esta.Jlishi ng Japanese nat ional~ty. 

6. The expression "l'rench nerch&nt shi'9s11 neana mer chant ships which navi gat e 
under French flag, r egiete;:-ed i n I ndo-China. and which he.Vo on board t ho 
do~ents r equired by t he i r onch l aws f or este~lishing Fr onch nationality. 

Article 15. 

Tho stipulations of t ho pr esent t r eat y is applicabl e t o all the t orr1tor1ea 
and possessi ons belongi ng t o or ~nder tho jur~sdiction of Ja~an. and t o all t he 
t erri t ories constitut i ng t ho Govo1-noont-Gonera.1 of French I ndo- Chi na. . 

Articl o 16. 

Tho pr esent treat y shall be rat\fi cd, and the i ns trunent of r atification _,-; 
shal l b e exchanged i n Tokyo as soon as posuible . However , the Fr ench Govor noont 
~. i n oaso of ncce~sity, bUb~tituto for tho in~truoont of r at ifi cation a 
wri t t on notifi~ation of ratif·~c'ltion , i n wM.ch case tho Franch Governnent shall 
dispat ch t ho 1nst~'"UI:lent of ratifl ca~ ion as soon as possible t o t he Japanese 

Gover nnent. 

The present treaty shall coo0 into effect froc the d~ of the excha.ngo of 

the instrument of ratifica~ione. 

The present treaty shall bo ef f ect ive f or five years. 
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If neither of the two contractinb partios not i fi es t he other a yoar befor e 
tho expiration of the five-year period, its i nt ent i on of ending t he pr esont 
troaty, tho treaty shall re~ain eff ective until the oxpir~tion of one year fron 
t he day when one of the Contr acting P~rtiee ~ado t his notificat i on. 

Tho pr esent treat y r epl aces t he docl~r~tion of Juno 10, 1907, concerning 
French Indo-China, t he dccl~r~tion of Allt:,""llSt 19, 1911, concerning French Indo­
Chi na, and the pr otoc0l of August 30, 1927 , prescribi ng the systeo of r esidenco 
and nnvigati9ns bet~ cen J apan s.md Indo-Chi na. 

I n witness wher eof, the r espective pl eni potentiari es have signed t he pr esent 
treaty and affixed t heir seals thereto . 

Dr awn up in duplicate , i n Japano~o and in French, in Tokyo , on the 6t h of 
l~v i n the 16th year of Showa, th!:l.t is on May 6 , 1941. 

Yoa•tkc W.TSl"OK.A 
Jun M,\'l'SU1·1 tYA 
Charlec ~1s~no HZ:-iRI 
Leno R03HJ. 


