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' ILITARY COURT FOR THE THlAL Of WAR Cl l. l llAU> 

ACCUSER 

PLACE ArlD 
DA1'E OF TRI& 

( l ) Capt . UAKATA Shiuicl i . 
( ?. ) H. o. KOSAKA Sh i e;oo . 
of' the Imper i a l J u-rya.L1eso Army , 
a t tached to 19 Ai1· Fonnation 
Si gnal s . 

J osselton . B . ~ .B . 24th & 25th Jan, 1947 . 

COURT COI~VBMBD BV Commanuor D·,.iti sh T1•oops , Borneo . 

PRES IDBiT 

C!JARGE 

SEUTl! llCE 

GOHF IJUfilD 

PR OJ.1ULGAfEJ) 

DISPOSAL OF 
PROC 1 DII19§ 

DJAG SgALF 
Caoe tro . 65180 JAG. 

Lt- Col . J . E. D. ELrAS . Dept . of JAG in I ndia . 
(Barr i ster -at- lav1 ) . 

llajor . u.c.N. FOUR.ACRES . I . P . C. 
a j or . R. S. BUt.'ERFIELD . I ndi an Gr enadier s . 

C01JLII 'J.'T I1iG A WAR CRL B in t hat t hey a t 
Sandakan, British Bornoo on or about tho 
27th Uay 1945 , \'li.ilo member s of t he Sandakan 
Kempoi Tui Section uer e , i n vi olation of the 
laws and usages of war concerned in t he 
ki l l ing of PANG TAO Fi J • . ~TELLA TAO, ?!r s . t IImK, 
KWAN LOK Mitrn , TIIO? S CHAN, DR. LEE VOON Y~ 
CHONG and sever al ot hers , all civi l l an r esi dent s 
of Sandakan, aforesaid. 

Each accused - Uot Guil ty . 

Each accused - Guilty. 

25 Jan, 147 . A~cused l - Dea th by Hanging . 
Accused 2 - 20 years Imprisonmont . 

19 llal' , ' 47 . Dy C-in- C. South Eas t Asia 
Land Forces . 

24 Apr , 147. 

25 Ap1·, ' 47 . Sentence of dea t h by hanging 
imposed on Cap t . irAYA'l'A Shlni ch i 
1as put into execution a t 
J eGselton Pr ison . n.n.u. 

To AG3 GHQ SEALF 20th Hay 1947 . 

JAG of t ho Forces 
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ABSTRACT OF EV IDENCE 

if!" the case of 
Cap t ain NAKATA, Shinichi 

W. 0. KO&Ai~ , .Shi geo . 
-- - - ----- ~ - - -- - - - - --

At all r el evant time s , accused NAKATA and KOSAKA. 
were o.c . and 2i/c respectively of Sandakan Kempei Tai . 

Follov1ing· a heavy bombardment by air and sea , of 
Sandakan on 27th. May 45 , when an a llied invasion seemed 
imminent , NAKATA gave orders to his subordinates t o 
a r rest all persons suspected of espionage activities 
against the Jap anese. Consequently a number of persons 
v1a s rounded up and brought to Kempei Ta i H. Qs. , at Sandakan. 

Prosecution vii tnesses BEBE KOH, NG CHENG KOW (Mrs), 
ANN CHAN, JENNIE LEE ~ FOi~G SYAK SINN nill say that they 
witnessed the arr est by the Kempei Ta i on 27th .r.Iay 1945 
Of' STELLA TAO, KWA~J LOK ! .I NG, Tn0t.1AS C!iAN, DR. LEE and 
VOON YIN CHONG r espectivel y . The witnesses will further 
s ay t hu t "';ho r-r~'8 3 ted persons named above ·had not been 
seen aga ·· .. 1 af t , r their a :rres t on 27th. May 46 and that 
they had heard r eports tha t all of them were executed 
by the Kempei Tai on the same day. 

Prosecution witnesses CHIO MUI FATT and TAMANIS will 
say that they saw PANG 'I'Av FEN and Nr s .LINCK amongst a 
group of arrested persons at Kempei Tai HQ on 27th .l'i·ay 45. 

CHI O MUI FATT will further say tha t at about 2000 
hour s on the same day ho saw the arres ted persons being l ed 
up the hill a bout a hundr ed yar ds away , where they were 
executed in batches of four, each man being fired at only 
once and buried in these ba tches in nine graves whether they were dead or not . 

TAMANIS ·.vi ll further say that some time on 27th .May 45 ~ 
when it was dark , a groui) of prisoners > b6th men and women, 
numbering about 30 were t aken upstair s of the Kempei Tai 
H. Q., and many shots wer e hear d . The witness l ater learnt 
that all t he prisoners \/0l'e executed shor tly aft er the 
witness saw them be ing taken upstairs and at the time when he heard t he shots . 

Prosec;ution witness YAPP WUI YINN will say tha t on the 
day SANDAKAN was shelled by American "P . T. 11 Boats , about 
1900 hours , he saw about twenty civilians all tied up being 
detained in the Kempe i Ta i office . About an hour l ater the 
witness hea rd many shots, a t least 40 , spread over a period of about half an hour. 

Prosecution wl tne ss HIRANO Minusukc , a clerk in tho 
Judici~ l ' J~rtm~nc , J apanese Army) will say that from 
January ·1 ~, that i s when he arrived i n Sandakan , no trials 
had been hel d in Sandakan. He v1il l further say that D/AtIE , 
president of the Court at Sandakan did no t perform any 
.judicial duties from end of Ap r il or beginning of May 45 , 
that is , when he Has ca l l ed up int o tho Ar my. 

Statements made by the two accused will He tendered in evidenc 
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ABSTRACT OF EVIDENCE 

:i:ft" the case of 
Cap tain NAKATA, Shinichi 

W. 0. KOS.Ai\A, .Shigeo • 
--------------------

At all r el evant time s , accused NAKATA and KOSAKA 
were 0 .C. and 2i/c respectively of Sandakan Kernpei Tai . 

Following· a heavy bombardment by air and sea ? of' 
Sandakan on 27th. May 45 , when an allied invasion soumed 
imminent , NAKATA gave orders to his subordinates t o 
a r r est all persons suspected of esp i onage activities 
against the Japanese. Consequently a number of persons 
v1a s rounded up and brought to Kempei Ta i H. Qs. , at Sandakan. 

Prosecution vii tnes se? s BEBE KOH, NG CHENG KOW (Mrs), 
ANN CHAN, JENNIE LEE ~ FOWG SYAK SINN ni l l say tha t they 
witnessed the arr est by the Kempei Ta i on 27th.May 1945 
of. STELLA TAO, l0NA:~ LOK l ING, TliOl.rAS C.:iAN, DR .LEE and 
VOON YIN CHONG r espectivel y . The witnesses will further 
say thnt :he rrra3ted persons named above ·had not been 
s een agu :·.,1 af t~ r their orr est on 27th. May 46 and tha t 
they had heard reports tha t all of them were executed 
by the Kempei Tai on the same day . 

Prosecution witness es CHIO MUI FATT and TA~JANIS will 
s ay that they saw PANG TAO FEN and Mr s .LINCK amongst a 
group of arrested persons at Kempei Ta i HQ on 27th .May 45. 

CHIO MUI FATT will further say tha t at about 2000 
hours on the same day ho saw the arrested persons being l ed 
up the hill about a hundred yards away , where they wer e 
executed in batches of four, each man being fired at only 
once and buried in these ba tches in nine graves whether they were dead or not . 

TAMANIS ·.vill further say that some time on 27th .May 45~ 
when it was dark 1 a group of prisoners > ooth men and women, 
numbering about 30 were t aken upstairs of the Kempei Tai 
H.Q ., and many shots wer e heard . The witness later learnt 
that all t he prisoners wo~e executed shortly after the 
witness saw them being taken upstairs and at the time when he heard t he shots . 

Proseeution witness YAPP WUI YINN will say tha t on the 
day SANDAKAN was shelled by American "P . T. 11 Boats , about 
1900 hours , he saw about t wenty civilians all tied up being 
detained in t he Kempei Ta i office . About an hour l ater the 
witness hea rd many shots, a t l ea st 40 ~ spread over a period of about half an hour. 

Prosecution wi tness HIRANO Minusukc , a clerk in the 
Judicic. l ' '9c..rtml.n c , J apanese Army , wil l say that from 
January ·

1

;.,, that is when he arrived i n Sandakan, no trials 
had been hel d in Sandakan . He Will further say that r :JAME) 
pr esident of the Court at Sandakan did no t perform any 
,judicial duties from end of Ap r il or beginning of May 45 , 
tha t is , when he was called up int o the Ar my. 

Sta t ements made by the t wo accused will He tendered in evidenc ~. 




