D"F. DOC. #303

Extra Numbor of the Government Gezette.

_ Fob. 19, 1941,

Shorthend Hecord No. 15 of the lrocecdings of tle Houésa of Ropro=-
sentotives at the 76th Session of the Imperiel Diet Licld ¢t 1306 PoMe
Fob, 18 (Tuesday), 1941.

(Onitted/
Interpellution regavding the shruse "Hekko Ichiu®

Wo respectfully present ihe above according to the House resulations.
Feb. 13, 194l.

The Intorpellator IKUIL.. Kazuhira, and one othera

Intarpelletion on the Phruse "Hakko Ichiu®

Prime Minister Prince KONOE, soon aft r hds formetion of the Ccbinet,

lost July, in accordunce with the Impericl Oomnund’ announced his basic

nationul policies, &t the outset he astated roughly as follows:i-

*The guiding national policy of our country is to bring cbout world poace
'huued on the spirit of our National lnuuguration, nomely of "making the
world one home® (T.N., Trenslation of the Jopanese phrase *HAKKO WO ICHIU
TO SURU" according to the popular version). This meas to say that

*Hekko Ichiu® is our guiding netionul policy.”

4guin at the 2nd sub-Camnitte: mecting of the Budget Committeec of

the House of Representutives held on Junuury 31, 1941, Education Minister
HuSH1Le mede his reply to the interpellution of ksOBJ?I‘..., Jujiro about the
moaning of the phrase “"Haokko Ichiu". In 4% he stcted his version of ‘the
areat spirit of our Netional Inauguration, It seems to us that it wus
really @ very important uttor.nce. e, thereupon, muke the following two

questions.
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| 1., what version does Prime Ministar Konoye entertain of the phrase
' *Hakko Ichiu®?
2., Is the phrase "Hokko Ichiu" similar in meaning to the phrase
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"amenoshita o oite iye to semu®? (T.N. " I will make a house of the

f’.mnto.)

AT

We respectfully enquire on she atove poiats.

= B

KOY.ihiis Matsutoshi Fsq.. Specker cf the Heouse of Representatives.

8irs To the ,cyerpellatiou .de oy TXUT» Kaozuhira and one other

T e .

regerding the phrase "Hakko ‘chiu’, wc presont & written reply as here-
with enclosed.
Prince KONOYE, Fumimaro,
Prime Minister.
February 18, 1941 (16th yesr of Showa)
(Enclosure)

Reply to the interpellation of IKUT. Kazuhira and one other re
the words *Hakko Ichiu®.

1, The phrase "Hakko Ichiu" origincted in the following passage
which we find in the rescript of Emperor Jimmu on the occasion of the
inaugurction of his seat of govermment. “I will respond to the Virtue
of the Sun Goddess :gh in Heaven who bestowed on us this Laend and will
propagate the ®pirit of Her Grandson (T.N. NINIGINO-MIKOTO) who cultivated
Righteousness. Then isn't it good to open up a capital on the basis
of the entire land and build up a house or houses (TN, nothing is men=-
tionod which denotes that it must be oonsidered singular) under heaven?

This, it seoms to me, i8 to respond to the Virtue of the Sun
Goddess who bestowed on us all things and nourished them and leads them
to propagate the Spirit of Her Grandson (T.N. NINIGINO-MIKOTO) who

cherished Righteousnass and, thus, by the Grandson of the Virtue of the
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Sun~Goddess to make *he firmament ¢ . affiniticl body like ono houic.
For this reason by the phrase "Hakko Ichiu®, we understand the manifes-
tation of the Impericl will of e¢nabling various nations including our
own to sccure their due places end davelope their respoctive spacific
treits.

2. I consider the phruse “idakko Jehiu" to be of the same mecning

as the phrase “Hakko ¢ oite Ive %o ecuo® (T N. "To meke & house of the

firmament®)
- The above is our roply.
Fob, 13, 1941,
Prime linister, Princc KONO:E, Fuaiimero,

Educction Minister, AuSHID,, Kurnihiko.
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pEF, DOC. #303
CERTIF
1, YalwZnKI Takashi, Chicf of the General iffoirs Section, House

of Represcntatives, herehy certify that the Enclosure of 4 paperd in

Jepanese writing, is a true 2o/ of the Shorthund Record No. 15 (peze

211) of the procesdinze of the Louse of i presentetives held on :
Fobruary 18, 1941, whih arvo in @y offinnl  Justoay.
December 16. 194l
Yuhia'uKI Tabashi (seal)
Houte of Represcntatives.
I certify the_above to heve born 8igned in uy presence.
1. SUI Tokuhira

Date and Place seme a3 abovo.

TR v FiC .1E
1, 7illiam E. Clarke, of the Defunse Language Brench, heoeby

certify that the forczoing translation described in the above certifi~
cato is, to the best of my’ knowlege and belief, a corrcct trcaslation

and is &8 noc * as possible to the meaning of the origiaal documente

.

/S/ illiam E. Clurke

Tokyo, Japan
Dete 27 Jan. 1947
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