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at 0930. 

Thursday, 19 September , 1946 

IN'rERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
FOR THE FAR EAST 

Court House of the Tribunal 
~ar Ministry Building 

Tokyo, Jaran 

The Tribunal met, pursuant to adjournment, 

Appearances : 

For the Tribunal, same as before . 

For the Prosecution Section , same as before . 

For the Defense Section , same as before . 

(English to Japanese and Japanese 

to English interpretation was made by the 

Language Section , IMTFE.) 

---- -- -- ----- -,·--- - ·-- - - I 
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MARSHAL OF 'i'Hb COUhT : Tho Internati onal 

Llilitary Tribunal for the Far East i s now in ses sion. 

'l'i-:i; FRES 11'EN'l' a Ma j or Furness • 

C..YFtIL h E W D A L It Y i.~ P L E W I L D, 

called as a witnes s on behalf of the prosecution , 

I'esumed the stand and testified as f ollows : 

CFtOSS -E.iJd .. IN1\TION (Continued) 

BY Ut . FU}(i\~5$ : 

Q Colonel Wild, do you know of any provision 

in any convention or t r eaty requiring the segregation 

of officers from enlisted mm while held as pr isoner s 

of war? 

A I ~ave an idea th~t it is at l east recom-

15 mendeC. in one of t:1e conventions , but I have not re-

16 ferred to them for a long t ime past . 

17 I ~1ave not beeri able to find any suc~1 pro -

IS vision, and I assume that you. do not know which con-

19 vention or w!1ich paragr aph of any convention, is t hat 

20 correct? 

21 I 
I 

22 

A 

Q 

Yes, your as sumption i s correct . 

You tes tified that among the C~inese who were 

23 I fig~ting for you wer e a Str aits Settlements Vol unteer 

24 Corps and a Malay States Volunteer Corps? 

25 A Yes, the Chinese for med comranies 
l .. 
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WILD ChOSS 

of their ovm within those forces . 

Q And you a l so testified that there WC!S a 

battalion of Chinese raised by your own corps head-

ouarters? 

A I did . 

5,830 

Q \/ere both t!le volunteer corps and that bat­

talion disbanded urior to the surrender of the Brjtish 

f orces'i 

A '!'hey were . 

Q Now , t he Mal ay States Volunteer Corps con­

sisted of men coming from the states to the north of 

Singapore Island, did they not? 

A Cor rect . 

Q And as you retreated through those sta tes, 

wer e the men who came from those states disbanded in 

t he cour se of your r etr~at? 

A The Asiatic el ements were given the option of 

continuing to serve or of han~ing over t heir weapons, 

be demobilized , and returning to their homes . That 

was done for fear of Vlha t t he Japanese would do to 

t hem if they captured them , or of what they would do 

to their famil i es if t hey continued to serve with us . 

Those fears , unfortunately , proved only too well 

grounded . 

25 I Q And members of t hose volunteer corps coming 

' I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

! 
I 

I 

I -- ·- ~ .. -- - - -··-. :- -~ 
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from Federated ifal ay States north of 
-, 

Singanor~ I s land I 
v1cr e disb~nded in thl'.? course of re treat, were tJ:ey 

not? 

A Def or~ 1·
1e re treated from any individual state, 

' I such as Pah~.ng . The Puhnng volunteers \'Ier e 

7 

given the option that I have desc1ibed. In the case 

of Pahnng, t his option wa s put to the volunteers on 

paracle by my ovm corps c ommender . T~ose v1~·10 e lected 

9 to return to t heir home s were disarmed and randed in 
10 I their uniforms a t t he. t par ade . This \Jc:S done in par -
1 I 

12 

I 
13 I 

15 

1 (, ' 

17 

19 

20 

2 1 I 

ticular on account of re~)Qrts vrhich '.1ad r eached us 

of the trea t ment of the dependents of the Kedah 

Volunteer Fcrce i11 the north by t'l-!e Japanese . T'-ere 

was never any suggestion whatever of leE ving any of 

these men behind a s guerillas . They went home as 

peacef u l citizens . 

~ But they eie r emain behin~ the Japanese line s , 

cl irl they not? 

A Those w~o 0lccted to s ta~ did so . 

(' Arid the~r wore r.o uniform or distinctive bc:.dge 

1 w~;ich v1oul c identif~r t }1em ll S soldiers'? 
22 

A lfo , their uniforms were ta~·-Gn from them. 

Q I·lot only t he Penang Volunteer Force, but the 

f orce s of the other s tates were disbanded in the same 
:5 I 

I ~ay, wer e thay not? . , 

I 
I 
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A Not t :u , so f r r a s 1 k ·o 1, the Str aits 

Sctt luments Volunteer Force Vlhich included Penang 

&nd Mal acca . But I beli~ve the Feder ated Malay States 

Vol unteer Forces w&r e given this option in tho case 

c f <... very s tnte . 

Q The duties of th~ se volunteer corps '!Wr e 

chiefly outpost scouting end har a ssing of ene~y corn-

Not t he volunteer for ces . They were , c-. s I 

have a lre~dy sta t 0d , like Br i tish t~rritoriel bat-

t a l ions . They were tr~1ued ~n~ foLght as such . 

ct Those "er e th~ c;uties , howGver , of t hv bat-

5, 832 

tal ion which wa s r e.ised by ~'our own corps headquarters? 

Q 

A 

Q 

Le.r gel y so , yes . 

Vlhich vrn.s a l so disbe.nded prior to surrender? 

I gat her i t wes, sir . 

You t estified t 1et LS f er e s giv ing informa -

tion was concer ned - - sorry, I em r eading a quest inn. 

Strike t ha t out . 

You testified. tha t becf'. 1..lse t!!c sympe thy of 

the l~c~l populatio~ 9a s , with c f ew exceDt 1ons , on 

t he sic'. e of the defending troops, ti1l'. t it n[>. s probably 

a f act that inform~ ti on vm s from tiP!e to time conveyed 

to the Br itish f orces by locc l r esidents . 

A I r emember th~t . 
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1 I t is r. lso t rue , is it not , thr t such locc l 

2 j r esidents des troyed bridges , r oeds and other lines of 

3 com.~unicction? 

4 A I n~ver heard of r ny such incident, end I 

: I do not b·1 liC;vc t hr.t l'ny such occurred . T;1er e was 

7 

s , 

9 
I 

JO 

I 
11 

12 1 
r 
' 1 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lS 

19 

20 

never a suggestion of t hat hcving happened in any 

infornation w~lich r oached my corps hec:dqut.rters . 

You will o.gr ee , ho ·1ever, the t the Japr'.nese 

forces whose communications wer e being cut might 

have inform'4tion not c.vailcbln t o you , would you not? 

A Your question assumes thc.t t :1ey wer e cut . I 

have no informa tion, a s I st.y , the. t t hey wer e . 

Q You wer e not bo:11na. the J npr.nese l ines, V1cre 

you? 

A r;o, I w~s not . I agr ee thc.t if their communi-

cations hc.d been cut they would !1~ve been more likely 

to know ,.bout it t~an I would . 

Nm1 , as to t his Siam- Bur mc Railroad . That 

r~ilroad furni s!'led e connection, did it not , betvrnen 

the B~y of Bengal ~nd Gulf of Si~m? 
21 I 

I A Yes . 
22 ' 

Q And through connecting lines i t farnishe~ a 
23 I line of communicE:tion bet v1een the t·.110 gr &e. t cities of 

Bangkok and Moulmein? 
25 I 

A ~oulmein is not much of & city, but it does . 
. ! 
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connect th·- two . 

Q It conn...,cts BUj,'i'!l::l r.nd Sir.rn , dous it not? 

A Th~ t is correct . 

!.nd it '111 be of gr eut v~lue in pea ce timo , 

·!ill it not'? 

A Th£' t i s c most dcbnt t ble ooint . I think it 

'1111 be kept o,cn bu t it is not ab s ol ute l y certa in. 

V/hE;. n it vn s being built ~he Si:lme s e ;-i:.c.l t \lo objections 

to it . One ·1r.s t 1c.t t h'"'v didn ' t "::-.nt it , end the 

otht..r the.t the J;:.p~ne sc \:er e m~king t hem pay for it . 

Q The deci sion £'. s t o · ·Jrnt hcr it 11.ri l l be kept 

onen or not \/ill de pend sone'. Tl'!:- t on the decision of 

the va lue of Sing~pore a s e bLse , will it not? 

A I am not ':.'ell up on my imperic.l geogr cphy 

c:t pr esent , but I don ' t t h ink it would have any con-

nec tjon with tha t . 

Q You wi ll a gr ee , however , the t such a r ai lrocd 

['.Cross - - v;hi ch is equivt. l e11t to a connecti on acr oss 

the Kra Isthmus s~ould be of great economic va lue in 

pea ce ti~e , uon ' t you? 

A I do not l<nou 1:1het:1er the economic value 

of i t ';ill be such t.s to make it ·. ·orthwhile maintc:.in-

ing jt in tbat extr eordinerily difficult ~nd unpl easant 

belt of country . It i s a problem v.rhi ch \'le frequently 

25 1 debeted when we wer e buildi ng it ~nd never crrived a t 

-
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a sotisfactory conclusion, rind my o-.·n i mpr es sion is 

tha t the point ha s no t yot be~n dec tdod • 

0 Hov f e.r was it from c.ny fighting in Burma 

or Sj~m or olsewher e? 

h I have no map in front of me a t the moment , 

but I suppose when '!/f;j finished cle<'n ing up Burma the 

figh t i ng came f cirly near the Lnd of it . It was , of 

course , an obvious t ar get for Allied bombings , end 

r. s a r esult of the Jouanese keeping the orisoners of 

war in huts a t important r ailwc:-.y junctions, ther e v1e. s 

ver~r he~·.vy loss of life among the prisoners of v.rar . 

Tha t i s a mntter f or t he war cr imes courts in Singe-

por e a t oresent . 
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·------- ·--- -- ·-----
" Thnt v·ould be true, ,·1ould it not, of almost 

any part of the world occupied by the Je.panese , in­

cluding Tokyo? 

A I agr ee that 1n meny places they tended to 

put their prisoners close to military targets. 

Q How far \'1£.S it from any ground fighting at 

the tit'le thPt the r l\.ilrond vtas under construction? 

A ''lhatever the distnncc is from the r a ilway 

to the outer comp; I Cl':nnot say how far that is with-

out P map. 

~ You have testified ~t different times that 

during the early part of ceptivity the food was ado­

quet e although l r cking in Vitamin content --

A I did . 

q (Continuing) nnd that it l ater became in­

adequate , particularly toward the end of the war. 

A I think my expr es sion v:as "gross l y inade-

quate ." 

n And that coincides, did it not, with the 

cutting of the Japanese lines of communication by 

the ~ritish end American air forces and navy -- naval 

forces? 

A That process was certainly increasing steDd-

ily as the war went on. 

q And that would also e.ff ect the for warding 
- - - --- - .. _ ... .. "" --- ·- -- ·- -- --
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- ----·--
of corresponcence c> nd the forv1"' rd1ng of inforl'!'etion 

with r egrrd to prisoners of wrr . 

~ Yes . I gather -- in fact, I know for ~ fact 

4 that a ir transport w~s increas ingly used. 

~ I 
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11 I 

12 
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211 

You t estified that due to the fact that 

cerds for each prisoner of war wer e forwerded direct 

to Tokyo , administration of prisoners of war came 

diract from Tokyo to the Prisoner of 1•1ar Administra­

tion in Ur.lnya . 

THE onITNESS : 1.'!ould you mind r eading that 

question? I missed the fir s t part, 

(

0 •b er eupon, th<. lnat quest ion WAS 

r ead by the official court r eporter.) 

(Continuing) Is it not a f ac t, however, 

th!'t the Administretion was under the South Area 

Army, Field Marshal TERAUCHI? 

A In answer to your fir st rem~rk, I don ' t r e­

call saying thPt because tho postcards were forwarded 

to Tokyo I understend your meaning. You mean t he 

per sonal cards , 

"' Yes . 

A Yes . 

Q I did not me~n th~ p9st7erds ; I meant the 

prisoner of war cards which , one v1as hel d by the 

prisoner of war ~nd one f orwerded to Tokyo. 
---
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A I find that mo st difficult to believe for the 

moment because , in captivity I heArd the Japanese my­

self so oft en refer to Tokyo as a branch off ice would 

r ef er to its head office, end I never oncP. he~rd a 

J~panese give the impress ion thnt the late Count 

TER AUCHI's headquart ers at Saigon wer e their head 

office until, a s I mentioned yes t er day, Colonel 

NAGATOP!O said that the documents in Sinm went both 

to Count TERAUCHI ' s headquarters and to Tokyo. Also , 

on occasions, Japanese officers went from the Chang! 

P01
' ' Administration - - went by air to Tokyo on duty 

and r eturned . They belon{?ed entirely to the Po1•1 

organization, no other unit • 

0 Does it not also so appear in prosecuti on ' s 

exhibits No . 473 end 474 which are the two reports 

which have been introduced into evidence? 

A The passage is not in my mind . 

q ~'!ell, they speak for themselves . 

On this correspondence , I mean personal . 
correspondence of prisoners of war, the r eRulations 

wer e published, were they not? 

A No. I received the instructions verbally 

in about August , ' 42 from the Japanese officer who 
.. handed me the first batch of postcar ds nt River 

V3.lle~r Rond Camp . He told me then that the r egula-
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t ions ·1er e thet we should bo a llov:ed to •·.1rite every 

three months as much AS Vie could get onto a post­

card. He announced it to the troops immediately, and 

it cheer ed them up a lot. In fact, no ~ne got more 

th3n another four postcerds to \'/rite during the next 

three year s . 

Q You know, however , there wa s no incoming 

mail being deliber a t ely withheld, do you? 

A Ther e is a considerable mass of written 

me. t eriP. l to the effect thnt t~at wa s done , in the 

form of affid~vits, but not I do not propose to 

quote it here l argely becnuse, in the places where 

I was , al though ther4'i were the most intolerable de­

l ays , I al ways thought thet they were due more to 

stupidity than me.lice. However, I did , as I say, 

discover two sacks of untouched meil under a pile 

of rubbish ~ t the end of the war . 

a As a prisoner of w~r, you did not expect 

to have any direct official eommunice.tion with your 

government , did you? 

A I don 't see why not at all . I think it is 

quite reason~ble in those circumstances . Correspond­

ence on questions of r Dnk, end s~ on , were permissible 

between officers end the wc>r office in Europe. 

0 {>irect from you to the '~ar Office? 
---- -- - -- - -- -------- T#.,_,.. ___ -·----- • 
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---- -----. 
1 

Yes , indeed, subject , as I said, to offering 

2 
the document for the strictest J apanese censorship. 

rm . FURNE.SS : No further cross-examination 
' 1 
4 1 by the defense . 

71 

s I 

THE PRES IDJ!!NT : Mr. Comyns Carr• 

RBDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY !-ffi . COMYNS Cl.RR: 

9 • Q You were Asked about the cars on the railway 

1oj up t o B<:.npong and bnck again, and a comparison was 

11 1 suggested bet ween them and the 40-man trucks 1n 

' 
i:> France. 17ould you just expla in that e.nd the eccommo-

13 dation 1n the cars in which you trnveled? 

1'1 1 A '~'ell, the r ailway system on which we travel ed 

15 1 i s one meter gauge . The French gauge, if I remember 

16 rightly , is about four f eet eight inches , half as wide 

t7 again. I h~ve , of course , seen photographs of the 

IU French vehicle described , and that, I mentioned , is 

19 quite consider?.bl e. Our rice car s wer e the sT11allest 

:o form of rolling stock used on the Federated Mal ay 

21 ' States Railways. 

22 ' Now, we sr.t on 8 steel floor wher e , I think, 

23 I they had straw in those French ones . I know of no 

24 I j ourney in France which could t ake four days and four 

25 I nights . J~ctually , with . 
I 

twenty-seven in a box cer, 
I 

. !· ·---- - .. - · - ·- .... . - - .... ·-·- · -- --
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you cen all s it down cross-legged; but, if a third 

of the men wanted to lie down , t he other t wo-thirds 

really had to st~nd up . 

Q Did you heve eny breek for r est during the 

journey? 

A Yes , very occasionelly we wer e allowed to 

?et out and stand on the track. 

Q For how long? 

5,841 

A Someti mes for P. f ew minutes , sometimes for 

as much as an hour . It depended on how quickly the 

train could get elong , Of course , traveling fi!ty­

seven to a box car, as I did once , you all had to 

s t and up -- we all had to stand up, and it was r eally 

difficult t o breath oning, I mean , to the pr essure of 

other men ' s bodi es on one ' s chest . 

Q Nov•, with regard to the Burma-Siam railway 

aft er it v1as finished , you have told us what went up 

tov:ar ds Burm?. . r"hat , if P.nything , was in the trucks 

which came be.ck? 

Piles of engineering stores and tools . 

Q Now, the l ast me.tter 1 You wer e e.sked ebout 

court es i es extended to the wif e of a gener el offi cer 
23 1 

or to a gener r l officer as the r esult of the illness 
21 i 

of his wife . First it urs su~ges ted that it was 
25 I 

1 Gener al Percival and t~cn th~ t it wa s some other , 
• ! --- ------~..:. _. - ------ ·-· 
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~ -- ·-·---·---- --- - ---··-1 
1 I officer . I think you must tell us the r eal f acts 

~ ~bout thnt, please , Colonel ~ild. 

A The l~dy in question was Lady Heath , the 

4 · t f c. of my own corps commander . She vms a very 

5 I breve •;1or.ian . I ' ve s een her under shellfire . She 

( refused to l eave Singapore while it was besieged or 

7 before . She ·.vas doing some v:elfare "1ork, and I think 
I s, the t both she P.nd perh~ps the corps commander , too, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1' I 

) '1 

15 

16 

17 

19 

:o 

2 1 

2'.J I 

2'1 

hoped th?t , if they survived the f all of the city, 

the J~pcnese mirht l eave them together . 

Where was she pl ac ed efter the f all of the 

city? 

In Chanri J a il. The Gener a l was in Changi 

Camp. 

Did you succeed in obtaining any intervie\" S 

with her while she was in the j a il? 

A Yes, I did . She vms the l ady I mentioned 

havinf seen t wice in Changi J Pil . 

0 ".'hat wns her state of het:ll th? 

~· b. 1·'1hen I saw her , she \·:as partiall y r ecover ed 

from a very d~ngerous illness . 

HF:d she been in Chengi J a il all the time? 

A No, she wcs sent to the hospital in about 

June or July , 1942 wher e she gave birth to a chi.ld . 

The child v1as <lec>.d; and , in the opinion of the gyne-

I 

I 1 
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colof ist, his life would have been scved if t wo pots 

of M~rmite would h~ve been given to her shortly be­

for G bi r th . 

. 
oh 

lfn,: sha been odequnt ely f ed in Chengi J a il? 

Not in the nay in which I would have ex-

,
1 

r ected somebody in her condition to be looked after. 
I 
I , , 
I 

I 1 

I • 
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Q After your release did you see Sir Lewis 

and Lady Heath again? 

A Yes , I did, but I saw him as well just aft~r 

4 this episode had taken place at Chang!. 

6 

7 

<) 

10 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

Q \'/hat was his own s tate of health at that 

time? 

A He was suffering from dysentery, amoebic 

dysentery, and he was none the better for the treat­

ment which he had had in Fort Canning as I described 

previouslv from Major HAYASHI . 

Q Later 'llas he sent out of Malaya? 

A Yes . He missed the boat with the other 

general officers on account of his illness and he went 

to Formosa later in the year, 1n October or November. 

Q And where did hi~ wife remain? 

A She remained in the hospital for sometime 

and then she was out in a convent for a little while 

l b during her illness and then r eturned to Chang! Prison. 

19 She was back in Changi Prison certainly by the be-

20 ginning of 1943. 

21 Q Now, did you see them both after the war 

22 after your release? 

2 ' A Yes , I did. 

2·1 Q Did he show you anything at that time or was 

25 it at the earlier time you saw him that he showed you 

.. 
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a document? 

A It was on the earlier occasion, in August, 

1942, t hat he showed me a newspaper. 

Q Yes . What newspaper was it? 

A It was the official Japanese propaganda 

newspaper in English called the "Singapore Shimbun." 

O Vlhat particular part of the newspaper did 

he show you? 

A He showed me an item a t the left of the 

nage a bout two-thirds of a column lcnig. I remember 

the look of it to this day. 

~ What did it purport to be? 

A It purported to be a letter of thanks from 

Gener al Heath to the commander of the Japanese forces. 

It was couched in the most fulsome terms, remarking 

among other things that no other nation in the world 

could have matched the Bushido of the Japanese Army 

i n the treatment whi ch they had given to Lady Heath. 

Q And what did General Heath say about that 
letter? 

A He mentioned first what he thought about 

the way she had, in fact , been treated . Then he 

pointed at this passage and said to me, " I have 

l earned a good deal about Japanese Bushido during the 

last few months . This is a bare-faced forgery and 
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I coul d not have believed tMt any army in the world 

would have stooped to such baseness." 

MR . COMYNS CARR: That is all I have to 

~sk the witness, your Honor. 

The document, prosecution No. 1810, which 

was out in in the course Of the witness' evidence, 

exhibit, I think, 473 i s it not -- ~73, was referred 

to the Language ~ection for dispute on translation 

and it turns out that there were cortain corrections 

to be made and also that a portion of it has been 

inadvertently omitted. When the corrections are 

completed I shall ask leave to substitute a corr ect 

copy -- translation -- for the translation which is 

at present before the Tribunal. 

THE PRESIDENT: Major Furness. 

MR . FURNESS : I sunpose that can be done 

but since the witness has testified from the copy 

which has been submitted, I suppose also it might 

affect his testimony. 

THE PRESIDENT: If it does we shall take 

appropriate steps to protect the interests of the 
defense . 

The witness may go on the usual terms. 

(Whereupon, the witness was excused.) 

Mr . Chie f Prosecutor. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

t I 
I 
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h8 . KEENAN: May it please the Court, so 

tha t t he Court may be Hpprized, the def~'se counsel 

have been supplied with a schedule of proof ot the 

~rosecution t o the t ermination of the prosecution's 

cAse . ' 'le deem it pr oper wi th the permission of the 

Court to advise defense counsel as well as the Court 

that the evidence with reference to the invasion of 

China and t he planning and initiating of aggressive 

warfar e i n that phase has heen substantially com­

pleted ; and we now oroceed to that phase having to 

do with the relations of Japan, Germany and Italy, 

which will be presented to the Tribunal under the 

direction of Honorable Frank Tavenner, United States 

Attorney from the Western District of Virginia, now 

on l eave f rom the Department of Justice, \Vi th his 

associates, Mr . Hyde and Mr . McKinney, f r om the 

l7 Department of Justice, likewise on leave . 

l & 

.!lO I 
11 I 

I 
'l2 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Logan. 

MR. LOGAN: In view of the fact that it is 

near time f or r ecess, may we adjourn a few minutes 

early, your Honor , so tha t the defense may get their 

appropriate papers r elating to t his phase? 

THE PRESIDENT: We will r ecess now fo r fif teen 

minutes . 

(Whereupon, a t 1042, a recess 
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was taken until 1100, after which the 

proceedings were r esumed as follows:) 

MARSHAL OF THE COURT : The International 

Military Tribunal for the Far Ens t is now r esumed. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Tavenner. 

5' , 848 

MR. TAVENNER: Mr . President and Member s of 

the Tribunal: 

(Reading): 

" 'Ii1e subject of this phe se of the case is 

collaboretion betwe2n J e,an, Germany end Italy. 

Evi~ence will be introduced to prove thet the accused 

plannec , prepared, i nitiated and we red '"ar s of 

agpr essicn and wars in violetion of international 

lvw , treeties , agreements or assur~nces , and that 

they participated as l eaders, orgenizer~, instigetors 

or e.ccompli ces in the formulation and execution of 

a common pl~n or conspiracy for this accomplishment 

as ch~rged in Counts 1 to 36 inclusive of the indict­

ment. The evidence introduced will also substantiete 

char ges set forth in the remeining counts of the 

indictment . 

"For the purpose of proving thet the accused 

pe.rticipc.ted in the formulation e.nd execution of 

the common pl an or cons~iracy charred , and for the 

purpose of demonstr at ing the effective and indis-
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1 pensr.l,lo contri'but i on mcdc. by locctrs i:i Gerreny 

2/ end Itcly in the ~tt~inment of the objects of the 

J con~ \'irr cy , '-''C shPll introduce evidence , much of 

~ which ~rs ~ithcrto been secret , r egr rdinr clPn~e~tino 

, negotiations ~rr the conclv~ion of vrrious trert ies 

~ Qnd collc:borrtion between the '!'.)rrticiT ting- pov•f:rs 

1 unc1(r t'1ese trEr ties . This ~virle:ic e will shov1 thrt 

8 

9 

10 

l I 

U 1 

H ' 

1""' I 

18 

23 

24 

2) 

in S?ite of the ~ istrust thrt ~rch hYis ~~1cr ht:'d 

for the others end occPsiont J d if~erence~ th.~t 

erose cJTtong t'. CJ!' b~r re:r-son of irnTt·ocirte cor.flictinr 

i nterests , J r.pen , on the one 11,..nc., ~curht r nd ob­

tr i ned fron the nllir.nce v•ith her Axis partners 

trenendou.s I!'!ili t r ry strenrth rnd l'.'IOJ 1 ticr l b r rgE> inj ng 

!JOwer , c-nc thc-.t 0C?rM~.ny r nd I tcly , on the other hrnc , 

likc:,1ise profited subr.trntj.c lly t·~ereby . The rnennc:r 

in which t~is ~ilitPry strcnpth rnd politictl 

bPrfr.ininr po1·,<:r ·.rf's usE'r~ in fUrtrerc-ncc of the 

objects of the consnirrcy ~111 unfold FS the evidence 

!"'rofres~es . 'This evidence ·;Jill prcve both th( fllct 

of consnirecv i:nc1 thPt the (; ccuscCI '7'ere p~.rties to 

it . 

"The evidE :ica rel ~ tin{?' to vr.r:!.ous trcatie s 

Pnd rgrecments ane the sub~~vis~cns t~Ereof will 

d isclose the follo~ing fr c +s : 

-----· ·------------ ---
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" TPE ANTI . .COMINTLRN PACT AND SECfET 

3 J. GRr.Lhll:. NT 

"As sho1•m in oc rlier phc.ses of the ce sc , 

' the KwC'ntung Army in the crrly pe rt of 1936 we. s 

G restrF ine0 i n i" s \·1estwerd cclvc> ncc from MP.nchuria 

7 into 11ongolia bv the (1{'nge--- of we r with the Soviet 

~ 1 Union . J cpan ' s expension ~ ·rom fd{l nchuria into the 

91 r emc tnder of Chim:> el so wr:i s checked t emporerily 

10 es the r esult of the r efusa:. of Chinese war lords 

11 in North Chin~. to desert the Nrtione.l Chinese 
I 

12 I 
I ,, I 

,,!I 

!5 ! 
161 

l i 

18 

i.9 

zo 

21 

Governmr--nt . Confronted ''11th this s itue tion , J apan 

entered into nepotirtions for a militery elli ence 

, .. 1th \.er tnc.: ny , a totel i teric-n pov1cr then cngf' gec1 

in c pr ogr rm of militF ry nrc~~re~ncss for eggressive 

we r in Euro:!Je • 

"Negot i <:-tions , hegun i n June 1935, the date 

of the so-ce.llee HO-U~~ZU Agreement r e f erred to in 

P pr~vious ~hese of the CP~e , wer e conducted through 

military chr nnels because of the f act th<'t the subject 

of negotiations we s e strictly milita ry metter and 

bccruse no t r c;e>ty of this type could have been made 

23 wi thou.t t h0 t:>. - '!)rovnl of the J apnnc;se Army . In 

25 

A,ril 193~ , shortly efter the con~1.usi0n of the 

Mongolian-Union of Soviet Sociel ist Ilepuolics Peet 
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of Mutnl Assistencc , the Generr l St~ff of the 

J P.prnese Army trensfcrrod the conduct of t he 

ncrotivtions from the accused Colonel OSHIMA , 

Hir or>h·i, then Mili tcry A tteche to GerJnPny, to 

the Foreign Ministry. 

5,851 

"The.: pect we.s concludGd on 25' November 

1936, end on its f pce wes directed age inst the 

ectivities of the Communist Intcrn~tionele . A 

supplcment~l protocol provided for t he e st~b­

lishment of ~ permencnt committee fer the ~urpose 

of f~cilitrting close collobor r tion in J'Tll'.tters 

concerning t he exchengo of infor mrt ion r €gcrding 

the r c t ivitie s of the Communis t Inter nntionele 

end t he dcfcnsiV6 me~sures to be trken ege i nst 

1t. 1-. t the time of the conclusion of this pact , 

c secret cgr ecrnent w?..s ent er E:d into hetween J e.pr n 

£1.nd Ger many in \•1hich it wc.s providec1 that in case 

one of the si gnatories w?..s attrcked , or was t hr eP t ­

ened with ~n un~rovoked attE' Ck by the Sovi et Union 

the: other '1rrty to the. pcct wts not to t ake c.ny 

rct1•n which viould provide effective r elic;f to 

the Soviet Union , end t he s i gnptories would hold 

~n iJTU'l\ed i e. te confe rence to formul rte me~sures t o 

be trken for the pr otect i on of their corr.man int~rests . 

11J npcn proclr i med to th~ r·orld thl'-t t he 

I 
1-

---- · 
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1 J epnnese-Cerrnr.n ~ercement simply ~rovidoc for co-

2 I 
3 

'1 
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11 

?.2 

23 

24 

25 

ouerr.tion between the two countries ~ge. inst the 

Communist Interne.tionr.lc r.nd wr s not directed 

to•.r1P rd e.ny pf'rticull'r country e.l though in truth 

Rnd in fret the Anti-ComintE:.rn Pc-ct wes directed 

egrinst the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

end ell ecMocrrtic nrtions . It wes designed end 

intcndBd to str~ngthcn the hrnd of Japfn in Chine , 

to creetc the impression in all countries th~t the 

sifnttori&s constituted c unitec front , ~nd to 

efford en excuse for continued rnilit~ry eggression. 

"The ~ccused , Premier HIROTA, Koki; N~vy 

Minister NACANO , OseMi ; Director of the Foreign 

Europe-Asir Bureau TOGO , Shigenori; end President 

of th& Council HIRANUHA, Kiichiro wer e present 

et the rnc&ti ng of the Privy Council which apuroved 

the pc-ct . The eccuscd N~TSUOKA , Yosuke , then en 

officie.l of the South Me.nchuric:.n Re.il,"ey , edmi tted 

in 1940 thP.t he was one of those respoPsible for the 

conclusion of the pact . 

"A few \?eeks after the extension of the 

J eprncse-Chinese war at the Merco Polo Bri dge on 

7 July 1937, GerM~ny strongly protested t o J epen 

th~t the Anti-Comintt rn Peet did not include t he 

objective of fightin~ coMmuPism in the t erritory 
- -----
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of third stet es ~ne expr essed djseppr ovol of Jepen 's 

ect ion 1n carryi ng on r cdi o pr opngendc. in t he German 

l enguege directed t owerd Ger~eny i n which J npnn 

v1rs nt teopting t o pict ure tho wei r agninst China 

cs P. fight age inst Communism, intending ther eby 

t o f orce upon Ger many the necessity of teking sides . 

Ger many denied th~t t he contrectual r el ationship 

by r e&son of the Anti-C omintern Pact obliget ed 

rer to ap,rov~ or assi ~t ~orelly the J apanese 

eggression in China and r efused to ent€r into 

ll negotiEtions r egarding Germen delivery of arma-

1! ments t o Chine. end the w1thdrrw~l of military 

l3 advisers lrom t het country. 

l /j I "When the siege of She.nghc. i r esul ted in 

t5 I extended ~cjor military end n~v~l o,er etions with-

16 otit bringi ng t o en end t he r €gimc of CHIANG KAI-SHEK , 

21 j ns shown i n e pr evious phese of the c~se , J~pcn, 

is i n Nover.tbcr 193?, mode derurnds upon Chine. P S the 

19 price of ,e~ ce . Ger meny ser ved in the capeci ty 

10 

ll 

of ~lett er ccrrier ' bet ween t he t wo power s , but 

by separ e t e negotiations enC.evvor ed to persuade 

~2 J aprn .to alter her policy ~1th res~ect to military 

23 aggr ession in China. The agfr essive policy of the 

24 J apanese Go~rnrnment was domina. t €d and directed by 

l5 1 t he J.rr:ry . The e.ccused TOGO, Shigenori, J qmnese 
I 
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1 Ambassador to Germeny, cnnouncea thet the Jepenese 

2 Government was det~rmined to carry on the vier to 

3 j its bitter end. 

4 "While CHIANG l<ll l-SHEK we.s considering 

' t he J epenese proposels , the 'Repe of Ne.nking' 

6 

7 

s 

9 

occurred . J PpE'nese demnnds 1ncreesed end furth.4'r 

sever e militcry action wes three t cncd. The ~ccused 

PreMi~r HIROTA r cfusea e Chinese request for 

clP.rific~tion of terms ? 1th the reply that the 

Jo. Militery insisted U'!)On en immediate and clear enswcr. 

J I 

17 

13 l 

11 1 
l.5 

16 

:: I 
\9 1 

I 

On 16 Jr.nuary 1938, negotiations were terminP.ted 

with the thrent of continued military action. 

Germany expr eseed conviction that J~p2n would 

beer responsibility to the world for breeking off 

the discussi0ns . 

=1J:1 26 J rnuery :; ? .:·" , +: 1t7 :-"'C~11sed Ambassador 

TOGO decler ~:1 to Reich For:; : .~ri Yi~1ieter VON NEURJ.TH 

thflt t he J ao< nese Government could nc longer recognize 

CHIJ.NG :-~I~:rnr:K 2.s the reT'l r c-;cnt a t i ve of the Chinese 
lO people , ~nd that J apen ~ould now try to negotiate 
21 · concerning peace with new Chinese gover nments in 

23 

24 

l 5 

I 

Peiping ~nd Shanghai . When it wes called to his 

nttention th~t a big end not yet p~cified ~rea, 

of China remained unpe.ctfied , .Ambassador TOGO 

r eplied thet Japan wes ' prepared for everything' 
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1 I ~ nd ' would know how t o c~rry the burden of e pro­

l onged st~te of wr r .' hmbrssndor ~OGO elso asserted 

thet the moment would soon COJ'le when •we would have 

'j 
3 I 

I 

t 

' 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

to strrt t alking cbout Ger man cooperetion with Japan 

in the new China which is to be constructed. ' 

"Vlith the unsuccessful close of German 

efforts t o bring the Sino-Jnpenese conflict t o an 

end, a new chapter of the wflr begcn . Germany, be­

lievi ng thet J ap£1n nould emerge from the conflict 

~s the militcry victor , considered it necessary 

to r e- orient her policy towerd the China conflict 

end t o re-examine Germnn-JD.pe.nese r el E-t i ons . On 

4 February 1938 Chancellor tIITLER e.ssumed supreme 

t i• COJ!ll'!'end of the militery ~nd naval forces of Germeny 
1

5 end shortly thereafter Ger meny withdr ew her military 
J6 

advisers from China , stopped delivery df w~r materials 

l
7 I t o China , end r ecognized the so-celled St£1te of 

18 

19 

J O ' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Menchukuo. 

"In line with the pr ovisions of t he protocol 

to the Anti-Comintern Pact, the German Army end 

the J~penese Army in September or October 1938 

egr eed t o furnish each other with intelligence . 

about the Russian military. This resulted in the 

undertoki ng of l ong r~nge projects e i rned at · the dis-

--··---
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jntcr rrt1on of Russia , the preliminnry steps of 

.,,h j ch were the use of white Russians in propegande 

.. ,.h1 subver s ive ectivities in Russia , Afghanistan 

· :1u Hc.mrnr ni~ , in which the accused OSHIMA, Milite ry 

Atttche , pl~yed an i~portent pert • 

"Subseqiuently I taly, Manchukuo, Hungery 

end S~a~n wer e £dMitted es participants to the pact 

end on 25 November 1941 the pE.'ct wt!s r enewed for an 

edC itional period of five years with Bulgeri a , Den­

m~rk , Finl r nd , Crocti a , Roum~nie , Slov~kir , end the 

puppet r eg irw of Nr·nking e-.s participants . 

"At e mee ting of the Privy Council on 

22 February 1939 , at vrhich the accused HIRANUMA , 

Prenier , end Generel ITbGkKI, Seishiro, Minister 

of "'e.r, wer e present , it we s declared t he t the 

s i rnetor ies wer e not sto~ping et the mere exchange 

of infor~tion , t.n-d that a genere l ;>ol icy had been 

rdo~ted with r egar d t o further methods of colla­

bor e tion in economic end fin2ncia l rel~tions . 

-----
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"THE TRI-PARTITE PACT 

Negotiations for a Tri-Partite Military 

/.lliance 

5,857 

"Shortly after the re-orientation of 

Germany's policy with respect to the Sino-Japanese 
r' . 

conflict and GerMan-Ja panese relations VON RIBBENTROP, 

then Gernan Foreipn Minister, oroposed -a German-Jaoan­

ese militPry alliance aimed et the entire world. The 

accused General OSEI MJ~ , who had by this time become 

Ambassador to Germany, and the accused SHIRl\TORI, 

Toshio , /.mbassador to Italy, were sent to Rome for the 

purpose of inducing I!USSOLI~~ to unite ~n the proposed 

allience and eerly in January 1939 MUSSOLI NI indicated 

his a ljproval. 

"Ambassadors OSHIUJ. and SHIRt.TORI desired a 

11ilitary alliance without reservetions . To this the 

J. r r.1y in Ja nan was T)repared to agree but the Navy was 

' not entirely in f avor of such an alliance. After 

holding numberous meetings, the HIRJ.NUMl Cabinet 

reached a comoromise which contemolated that there 

should be reserved to each of the signatories the 

rieht to determine whether an emergency had occurred 

which required the treety to be ~ut into operation. 

For the nurQose of fully acquainting the Japanese 
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:.m',assadors OSH1MA and Slll RJ~TORI w1 th this compromise 

'rcposal and for the ~urpose of advising them es to 

1:l•e l'\.mite; beyond which they should not go, the ITO 

C.:oa.1 is sion was sent to Berlin and Pome. 

11/.mbassadors OSJill :A and SHIRi.TORI refused 

to follow the directions delivered by the ITC Commis­

sion . SI.I RI.TORI ">reviously had secretly advised 

Italy not to accept the anticipated conroromise pro­

posal. The Lmbassadors refused to communicate with 

Germany and Italy through official channels and wired · 

the Jananese Foreign Office to accept the pact of · 

alliance without reservation, asserting .that unless 

this wa s done they would r esign, wrich .action they 

averred would bring about the fall of the Cabinet. 

As a result of this action, the Foreign Ministry· by 

wire to J\mba ssfldor OSFIM/. modified its oosi ti on to a 

mere declaration that Japan did not want to give more 

than non-mi litary aid if the country concerned was 

one other than Russia . On 4 May 1939, Premier 

HIRlNUl~\, in a declaration addressed to HITLER, stated 

that Ja pan was firmly and steadfastly resolved to furn­

ish military aid to Germany and Italy even if one of 

these t wo powers were attacked by a power other than 

Russia, but tha ~ such suryport, in view of Jaoan 's ex-

isting situation, could not be given until a change 
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of circumstance s make it possible . While .the .negotia­

t 1 0·1s were s till being conducted Germany and the Soviet 

rii. 0·1 concl\1ded e non-aggression pact on ·23 August 1.939-, I 
l · ~ er Jal")an conside red constituted a violation .of· the I 

secret agreement attached to the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

f,e,..,ercussions in Japan V1ere so greet that "the 1fi"RANU'WL 

Cabine t imMedia t e Jy fell . 

"B. Conclusion of the Tri-Partite Pact 

"Both J aoE.ln and ·Germany continued "With the~·· 

resl")ecti ve plans for af?gres sion. Janan' s inter est· in. ~ 

the area s outh of China and in the Pacific WES shown . 

by t he seizure and occul)ation of P.ainan Island ··off .. ·· · 

the coast of Indo-China on 11 FebTUDirY 1939 and the ... 

Spr a tley Islands southeast of Indo..China on 31 .MaTch 

1 ° 39 , and in Seoternber 1 939 Ambgssedor OSHit4A· expres~ed ; ·r 

the view to HI TLER that Japen., .espec1a-:11.y · the .. Navy·, 
,,,. .. . 

was re~dy for an advance in Soutbeast -Asia., whi.ch .-· 

a ction he had oroposed. 

"ln Ma rch 1940 there was an .awerent ~ stit. ··· 

f enj ng of politic al a-tti tude by· the~ - J£":>Bnes-e on. the·­

one hand and England and America -on--the- ·other,. . arising 

ou t of nrotest s against the establishment · of' .. the 1'!ANG­

CH1 NG \'!EI Government in China. . The .. a.cei1~ed War · 

Mini st er Hi.Tl., Shunrolru along w1:th- the Navy Minister .. 

a nd /..rmy ST)okesmen in the Diet .. indicaten · the· att:ttude 
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of tre J~r.>inese Government b·• strcng l anguaf!e to the 

cffPct that Ja0en ' s ryropress in China could not be 

.i1. poad by the Nine Power Treaty which they considered 

'~ol(t€ . Jn 001osition to th~ YCNll-ARITA Govern­

ment ' s effnr t to r oach an agreement with Bri tain and 

lrnrricr , Gcr meny endeavored to excite Jaryan ' s feeling 

n~einst tmerica by influencing the press and leading 

~olitical ~erscnoJities ~nd by re r.>resenting that a 

c ~P.f lict between /.mer ica and JaoAn in the long run 

WP s inovi t c> ble . For mer /.mba!;sadors OSFl MA and SPJ Rt. -

TOBI, ,vho hDd re sifned ur.>on the failure to conclude 

the Tri - Partite military al1icnce, worked in confi ­

dential cooryeretion wi t h the Ger man Emb~ssy i n this 

~rogram , and the Gfrm~n lmbassador was dir ected by 

RIP~PNTROP to ~eep in close t ouch with these two 

c 0lJ ;-bor ators • 

11 ~:rter Germany ' s invasi on of the Netherlands, 

Je p~n demonst r eted concern regarding Germany ' s in-

tenticns with r e socct to the Ne therlands East Indi es . 

On 19 June 1 040 , two days after the f2ll of France, 

Ja~cn ex,ressed similar concern regerding French Indo­

Chi na end requested Germany to accord J aryan a free 

' hnnd in these nreci s . The Ge r!!lan /.rnbessador to Jppan 

r ecoMmended to his government the annexati on of Fr ench 
=~ . I ndo-Chjna by Jaoan en the grounds that it wo~ld in-
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crease the chonce for an errly end of the China con-

f lict trot 1 t would intensify the differences betv1ee.n 

J a r>Ein em~ tl'le .~ nrlo-Sl'xon l"'IOWers to such an extent 

that the danrer of r n epreernent wm11~ be eliminated 

fer ro long time, rnd thElt 1 t wo11J d rcstil t in o severe 

blow to the YDrJ/.I Cflbinet end prob~bly brinr- obout 

its r 0placcmcnt by ~ more pro- GermDn cabinet if tho 

government shonJ d f ail to cct i n tM s m£1ttcr . 

9 "On the saJ'lle day, l~ June 1 (.)40 , negotiations 

10 for a Jananose-German alliance were renewed by KURUSU, 

ll Joocnese lmbass~cl.or to Germany. He roorosented that 

12 by close coo~~ rr tion between Jn~an rnd Oormony in the 

13 development of hec.vy industry Jo pPn woula ;;ain 1 froe-

J4 dom of ~ction towards the United States' and that if 

n econe'mic circlE:;s in Jr ocn co·~ld see Germany's P. roat 

16 industria l develo1ment and real ize thPt Germnny had 

17 overteken the United Str tes in many fields, they would 

is glc-dly switch over to Germony . H0 further r epresented 1 

19 that he r nd t~e acc~sed TOGO, then lmbessador to 

20 Russin, '''C. r e feverishly workinr f or the imorovemcnt 

21 of Jananose-Pussian relctions anr1 it had bec ome more 

22 c-nd more clear in Jt.i:>nn that the future of the nrtion 

23 lay in the !)'Uth, wherefore the enemy in the morth 

24 Must be made 2 friend. This alleged attitude of 

25 fri endship toward tha Soviet Union wos at most tempor-
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ary in character , cs :11 be - :emonstreted in a late:- 1 

phase of the case . 

"On 24 June 1940 , the flCC'..lSed Gener al MUTO, 

J.ltira of tho Wrr t.~inistry informed the German Mili tcry I 
i. ttachc thC1t Jcipan v·as f?re r tly interested in Indo­

China in connection with tr.c Chine conflict nnd the 

eccused General KOISO, Kunioki , Minjster of Overs eas 

/Sfairs, inquired of tr€ German Amb;-ssC"dor ar to what 

Germany ' s t: tti tuclc would be v1j 1.l"" r egard tc mili tcry 

·activity of Janan in Indo·China anf in ~arts of the 

Netherlands Ecst Indies . The Germon lmbrssador r eter­

r od to the ryrior declcretion that G0t'l'!lany was not 

interested in the question of Dutch East Indies and 

lidded thet Ger mony woulr hove no objection ag~inst 

Jn~onese action in Indo-Chin~ u~on the conditi0n that 

Japan obligate herself to tie up lmeri~a in the Paci ­

fic a r ea , f or instrnce by o oromise to ott2ck the 

Phili".>nines or Hawaii in case of an American parti­

cipation in c war against Germ"ny. 11 

-------~---- j 
~~---------.------__..__... 



M 
0 
r 
s 
e 

;-._ 

A 
b 
r 
a 

~· 
m 

i 

l 

.., 

3 

<i I 
• 
~ 

( , 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

l..: 

13 

\I 

.t5 I 
161 

I 
:7 

') 

I 
1U 

~ I 

5,863 

"On 8 July 1940 Ambassadors SATO and KURUSU 

in a conference VTith Foreign Minister RIBBENTROP and 

Consul General r TAI!f.ff~, rene\ling discussions for close 

cooperat j on bet\"een Ja pan and Germany , drew a parallel 

between the New Order being brought into existence in 

Europe thrc..l;gh German action and the efforts that 

J epan had made over the oast three years to construct 

a New Order ln the Far Eas t and the South feas . 

i.mbassador ShTO pointed out t ha t Ja~an had facilitated 

Germany's task of creating a :·c v1 Order in Europe by 

drawing the attention of English , Fr ench and American 

covernments to herseJf since the bar,i ·ning of the war 

in China and had tied up the Amcri~r·n fle e:- t i n the 

Pacific Ocean for that period . He represented that 

Japan was putting forth strong endeavors to finish 

the Chinese war ' in order to hove free hands, ' and in 

t his connection he SC.id that ~ublic oryinion in Ja t1an 

had become extrao!'Jl.nariJy nervous in res or:-ect to Indo­

China and the Dutch £as t Indies . Jaoan, he said , had 

been trylng to oriC': :1t her l')Olicy in one direction since 

the outbreak of t '1:! MClnchurian conflict but time and 

again had been f0 .- 1!ed 3omewhat to moderate this new 

z3 orientation . In rcoly to ..:~mbassador S.'\1 0 ' s renort, 

2,1 the Foreign Minister i "1(; j cetcd concE.rn r,f:~ t G€·r many 

25 had begun to foster an am bi ti on in the 3outh f C'a s · 
• 
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1 to take the French and Dutch East Asiatic colonies under 

2 its influence . 

3 "So strong was the desire for the conclusion 

4 of the military alliance between Ja;an, Germany and 

5 Italy that a joint conference of the J a,anese ~ rmy, 

6 Navy and Fore ign Office officials was held on 12 July 

7 1940 for the pur~ose of intesifying efforts to pr ocure 

s such a ,act and a tentative draft thereof was presented 

9 at this conference . The conference reconvened on 

10 

11 

12 

16 July 1940 for the pur~ose of obtaining the oninions 

of the Army and Nevy and the adoption of a unified policy 

with regerd t o the draft of t·rie proposed pact. In the 

13 discussion which followed, grave concern was ex~ressed 

1 ~ over the possibility that Germany at the close of the 

war would take over politically Indo-China and the 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of the New Order in Eas t Asia was considered to be 

' occupation.' Although the view was ex, ressed that 

Japan was not thinking of ' occupation ' at the present, 

it was decl~red that ' it is necessary that the whole 

co~Ptry conspire and unite on the 9oint of pol itical 

l eadership and make Germany r ecognize as strong a 

political leadership as possible .' 

..____ _________ .-_, 
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11 1 1th regard t o the obligotion to check Britain 

in Eest Asia and t !1er eby hasten her surrender~ it wa s 

asserted that t ' .is could be ft1lfilled by the secr et 

instieation of independence movements i n India and Burma 

and the adoption of a strong policy towar ds Hong Kong , 

Shanghai and Tientsin. A furt her stery by str iking 

Ln;.land through on attack U:"On S inf!a'>ore was also dis ­

cussed . 

" 'Ihe question was "Josed as to whether it w."uld 

be a~visable to take ' joint action with Germany against 

America after the establishment of the New Ord er in 

bast Lsia a few years hence,' and the ryossibility of 

t aking joint action with Germany apainst America in 

South America was discussed. 

"It was considered that Italy should be a 

party to t he coalition in the same manner as Germany 

because of the possibility of an Italian advance into 

~ran ~nd Ind i a, which would bring her in conflict with 

Russian interests . The o~inion of the conferees wes 

unified on these matters and the necessity f or i mmedi­

ate execution of their plens was expressed . 

"After several attemt'ts to bring about the 

downfall of the YOI\AI Cab i net had proved unsuccessful, 

the militar y r esorted to the device of having the War 

Minister r esign . General HATA , War I.1 in~ster, tendered 

his re!>i.gnation to Premi er YONAI on 16 J uly 1940 . The 

--------' 
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1 three chief military officers were unwilling to r ecom-

2 mend a succE:ssor w1 thout v1hich the cabinet was power -

3 less to fill the vacancy. The r efore , Pr emier YONAI 

~ was l eft no other alternative then t o t ender to the 

' Emperor a general resignation of his cabinet, which 

< action he took on the same day that Gener al HATA r e -

t 

9 

7 signed as " ar Ministc r. The A1·my considered t hat delay 

in the negotiations with 0er many and Italy would be 

fatal to Japan, that t he YONAI Cabinet •was not feasible 

in carrying out satisfactorily the foreign ~olicy ,• 

l I I . I and t hat a cabinet change was necessary to face the 

gr ave intorn~tional situation. 121 
1. 

J .' 

1~ 

16 

"MATSUOKA was appointed Foreign Minister. 

The r etiring war Minister , Gener a l HATA , secretly 

r ecommended to t he Emperor the apooi ntment of the 

accused TOJO, Hideki as '"ar :.Uni ster prior to Prince 

t 7 KONOYE ' s acce~tance of TOJO f or t hat ?Ost . SHIRATORI 

18 declined appointment as Vice-Forei gn Minister, but 

19 he l et it be known that .he~as being cons ider ed for 

20 appointment as permanent adviser to t he Foreign 

21 Ministry , in which ca pacity he exoected to exercise a 

22 far-reaching influence in the new government . The 

23 

24 

25 

Ma.hchurian group i n the new government was further 

strengthened by the appointment to the Vice~Foreign 

Minister post of OHASHI , a f ormer member of t he 
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1 ~anchurian Stetc Council , and an adher ent of the German 

2 course of J apanese f or eign policy . 

3 "In a meeting on 26 July 1940 the new cabine t 

4 outl ined Japan's basic nationa l ,olicy. The fundamental 

' aim of the basic policy was determined to l ie 'in the 

6 establishment of world neace in accordance with the 

7 lofty i dea of Hakko Ichiu, on which the Empire is 

8 founded . !'irst of all , i t is directed toward the con-

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

sturction of a i:ew Orde r of Grerter Eest Asia built 

upon a firm solidarity of Japan , t~anchul<uo end China, 

with this Empi re as t he center . 'e will thcr cf 0re 

speedily secure for her self an unshakable national 

structure such &s conforms to the new world s ituatjons 

I. 

I 
1'1 and march forward toward the r ealization of the na t ion- I 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

24 

. 
al ,ol1cy by mobilizing t he t ot al strength of the nat ion ' 

It wa s furt~er determined thct arm~ments should be so 

increased as ' to i nsure the execution of na t ional 

policy on the basis of a state str uctur e f or national 

defense thr ~ugh manifestations of the n~tion's t ot a l 

strength .' The educational system was recognized as 

having been r enovated in full accord wi t h t he funda­

mental principle of the nat ional policy . Establish­

ment of an economic sclf- suff i c iency policy making 

J 2pan , i':lanchukuo and Chine. as a single unit. and embr ac­

ing t he whol e of Greater East i:.sia and the establishment 



f 

of a l &nd development pl an aimed at. t he ds velo!>tnent -··-

1 1 of the co-ordinated national strength of Ja~an, 

2 Manchukuo and Chine were among the projects planned. ! 
I 

3 "On 1 l'ugust 1940 Ambassador KURUSU was still I 
I 

4 1 pursuing the qnest for Ja!'ancse-Gcrman cooper a tion. 

~ I and sought an ~x~ression of German attitude r egarding 
I 6 the Dutch and French colonies in the ~ast. Ambassador e 1 

1 I KL'RUSU d~sired to know i n what way RIBBENTROP wanted 

' s ' J apan t o cooperate, and es pecially t o know if and a t 

9 \.hat time Ger many desired the J apanese wei ght to be 

10 thrown ' on the scale of the present conflict . ' rte 

11 expressed t lE ho:'e that J apan be made a part of t he 

12 New Order and that aft er the war Japan would not be 

13 

14 

15 

16 1 
17 

18 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

forgotten in the new apportionment of t h€ world. With 

r egard to the New 0rder i n t he so-called Gr eater East 

tsi a area , KlffiUSU a ssented that Ja~an did not intend 

c onc~uest, op!)r ess ion or ox!,)loit a t i on i n t iiese ar <:.e s 

and expected nothing of t he sort from any third pewer . 

On the same [ ay t hese views wer e expr essed by Foreign 

Minister MATSUOKA to the Germc:n Ambassador and both 

KURUSU and MATSUOKA sought to be infor med of Ger many's 

attitude on these matters . 

"The strengthen i ng of J apan's fore ign policy 

with regard to J apanese - German coalition immediately 

became apparent . WCJ r Minister TOJO enter ed upon a 
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1 

2 

' 
6 

' 
8 

program by which he sought to pr omote anit-Britieh 

f eeling among t he Ja~on~sc . Fore ign Minister MATSUOKA , 

havine made ~ demand on the Rc~ublic of France for 

consent t o the us € of certain Indo-Chine t Grritory 

and f acilitic: s i n connect ion with the war against China, 

requested the Ger man Government t o sun:-ort the J~oane so 

demands by ' influcncinr the: 11'r onch Government .' On 

23 August 1940 , F'orcien hlinistcr lH~TSUOJ<"A announced 

i 

I 

I 
I 

9 the recall of numer ous embnssadors , mini sters, council- I 
10 lors and consuls and declar ed t o th{-, pr ess that t his I 
11 I action had b~come necessnry i n ord ~r to makG ' secure ' 

12 ; the now foreign policy introduced by hi m. The new ! 

13 1 eovernmcnt formed a commi ss ~on of t wcnt y-fo1ir l esd ing J 

1

1:1 per sons consisting mostly of followers of the policy I 
~ of collaboration with the Axis powers , with t he aim of 

l6 planning suitable action for t he e djustmGnt of state 

11 affa irs on an cuthoritarian basis . On t his commiss ion 

18 j SHIRATORI was a:':'oi ntE;d tht.. r c!)rGsentc ti ve for f or e ign 

19 political matters . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

" A Four Mini s t er Confer ence attended by Pr ime 

Minister KONOYE , Foreign Uinist cr MATSUOKA, War Minister 

TOJO and the Navy IJinister was held in norly Scnt ember 

1940
1 

at which timf; it w~s de t Grmined the!t the time was 

now rip~ ' fo r speady initiation of convorsPtions ' for 

the strengthening of collaboration among Jacan, Germany 



- -- -- --~--- _ _: -=--~ - ~ - -

.;• 

r: , r70 

1 I and Itr.ly. '.l'he basic principle wcs declar ed to be the 
"I 
~ meking of a fundamental t:·groomcnt among the. thrc€. 

' countries i n ordt r thet t hey ~hnll mutuclly coopcr~ tc 
1 1 by c~ll possible: me: ans' in the ostablishmt.nt of a New 

! Ordc;r in Europe. r.nd /sin . Inasmuch l'S thr propvs cd 

<i I o.gr cc..mcnt contomnlatcd t hnt the thr·c;r. countries would 

7 1 cooper ate 'by nll possibl~ mcens ' for the construction 
I 

~ of thE r espective New Orders, Jepan, it w~s st&tt d , 

~ should be rosolv c..d , i f need be , 'to t c.ke ~ny action, 

10 including recourse t o crmc..cl f '>rcc. ' I t m~s ~l so 

11 assc.. rted that in the event Germany might not immodi~tc-

f? ly rcquir~ Jnpnnc sc armed coop~r~t ion against Britain, 

~- J e.pan ' s main objective V/Ould be tht. tTnitcd Stntrs . It 

was r E:cognizcd that unlc.ss Jo 'l:lon wos r csolvc<.1 on the 

cm~loyment of armed f orc0 , it woul d bo im,ossiblc f or 

cJ, J npon to carry on any 11scful tlllks r1ith Germcny . It 

Li 

... 
J.<> 

'.> 
I 

'°I 
~t I 

12 

23 

24 

was dctcrmin~d that J~pan should t nkc ste~s, ~ s the 

si t\1ation might r equirt. ~ in order to <.:liminat c tho 

,oliticcl end economic int~ re st s of Britain in Ees t 

hsia , inclu6ing the South Sees . Conc( rning th~ ros­

siblc use of armed force egainst Pr itain and the 

United States, J~ryan wcs t ~ make decisions inden~ndont-

ly, 2nd in th' event th& ' China Incident had been 

settl ed ,' Japan, it was sa id, would ' use armed force 
25 i by taking as f~vorablc an opportunity es may be 
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afford~d by th~ situation pr 0vailing ot hoMe and 
1 

~ I abroad .' In th~ event th& ' Chine Incjdcnt ' has not 

:: I 

( , 

<) 

been octtlcd Jap~n ' s guiding ~rinciplc was to bE t o 

t £kL action within limits shor t of war, although i t 

~~ s fur ther csscrtcd thet if ' t ht dcvL lo~mcnt or the 

int~rnction~l situ~tion ~crmits of no furth~ r delay 

J'p.?n Hill r .::. sort t o vr mtd forco . ' 

'ZCJ I 

"' I 

15 I 

I 
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"I11 the a tnosp11ere of' the~ '· conferences 

and in the light of all ) roper infe1enc.es to be 

drarrn from the extended negotiations, 5TA1Ul:.ER, Spe·· 

cial envoy of VON liIDBEJ\1ThOP , arrived in Tokyo in 

early 5eptem~er 1940 to prepare the stage for the 
. 

conclusion of a pact which was described by IllTSUOKA 

& s the most i:nportant doc\ll'llent in t~1e history of the 

Japanese Emoire. S1AH!~l , in a secret conference 

with i:ATSUCY\Ji , asserted tha t Germany of t~ia t j uncture 

diC. not loo~{ for .Japan's military assistance vlth 

England ~ and hardly t houc:1t that she and the l•ni ted 

&tates would come to blows in the near f uture , but 

asserted t he belief t !1at Twar between Japan and the 

United States cannot evf:ntual ly be avoided .' The 

importance of' beine t :10roughly lJrepared effectively 

to meet an emer gency at any moment was stressed, to 

,.,hj c~· end Germany pro•riised t o l"estrain the United 

States in the Atlantic an:: furnish .j a p13n with as much 

war equipment, planes, t a&fKs and war tools as sl1e 

could reasonably spare . Germany r e coqnized Japan's 

leadership in Sast Asia and agr eed t o cooperate in 

such areas t o further Japan ' s aims . 

11 In the :Jri vy Cound.l ?::eetin.:, s whic~i fol -

lov1ed , a t ten<le6. by t l1e accuseC., r'oreign Linister 

1·JlTSuO!:.A ; War !.~.nister '.l'OJ·o ; Chief of t!~e ?lanning 
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Board HOSHI1'i0, t~ ao!,.i ;-and Directo:- o~ i lili tary --1 
Affairs Lureau of t~e \fur Le par tment l•jor General 

i..U'1'0, the discussions fully developed the spir it in 

• 
1h1ch t he pact was concluded and may be turned to as 

a pro forr.~a statement of events that were expected 

to occur . 

"LATSLOKA asserted that Japan had such 

strength she could tip the b&lance of t he world a~ 

she liked ; t hat Japane se supr emac:r i n ' Crreatcr East 

Asia ' in the building of ~he ' ;·ew Order' meant f or 

t he tir1e be i ng '·'rench :.t neo .. China, T~1ailand 7 Burma, 

the Strait &ettlem~nts, and such Oceani c i sland s as 

the Nether lands Sast Indies, New Guinea, New Caledonia 

ane others, and that it would gradually extend to 

incl ude Aus t ralia , New Zealand end other territories 

and that Japan expected t '•e cooperation of Germany 

and I t aly in t he 'economic exploitation' of these 

1 ~ areas. \ i i t h regard to t he i.'ni t ecl States, UTSUOl\A 

.. 
~ ... 

~ . 
. l 

,... , ... 

declared t hat Japan would enter into a militar y 

alliance wi t h Germany End ltuly with America as t he 

objective; t~.at preparation f or t!~c; eventuali ty of 

United &tate s partic ipation in the war should consis t 

of s t r engthening t~e i n t ernational s i t uation by t he 

conclusion of t he pe.ct and taking di plomatic, economic 

and Nilitary measures for t he purpose of procuring 

,_, ___________________ ------ -- ·-------



~ 

r'' f'74 

1 

2 

3 / 

4 I 

'I 
6 

71 

al 
9 

I 
10 

11 

12 

13 
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15 

16 

17 

JO 

19 

20 

21 I 

I 
22 

23 1 

necessary nc~tural 1'esouN:es for m.tional defense from 

the 5outh Seas and othe1~ placus; eJ1d that the pr o­

posed alliance: vith Germany would put vapan in a 

position to be &bl~ to manipulate to her interes t 

the twenty rnj.llions of German-descent Americans who 

were considered to ~ 1old an infl uential position in 

t~e Gnited States . 

111:/ar ! ~inis ter .:OJO 8 sser ted that ' as fv.r 

as ou:· Arr .. y is concerned, only a par t of j ts w!lol e 

strength would be enough to engage i n the event of 

war wi t h 1'.Jnerica ' and the.t on t hi s :·round there wns 

no cause fo~ concern; tha t it wa s necessary to str i ve 

in bringing the 'Chine Incident ' to an end promptly 

so that praperation for n wors e crisis could be made; 

that there wr.s a su.ffici : nt sur>tJl~· of' war materiels 

on h~nd to covar requirements ror e. fairly extended 

pe:cioc s :1.nd that r egardless of '11hether the war lasted 

for c short or a long period, i·1 :ds opinion ' thE;r c 

will be no alt ernative ot~er than to s t r ive for n 

vray out o f the desperate s1tu~tion . 1 

"Navy i.inister O"i.Y..AVJA e.ssert~d that nre-

paration of ships for field o Jerations a l rcarly hed 

boen completed; that war moterie l s , heevy oil in par -24 1 
t i cular , were sufficient in a~ount to covGr operations 25 i 

' for a fail"'ly lo~g period~ the t i ;1 t :ie event of whole-
-,, __ . __ 

I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
j 

I 
I 
I 
' 

I 



• . 

5, "75 

1 s~ le fleet to fl1.;.;e t clashes t~t pr~sont stock of 

2 oil would not be exhc.us ted in the cours1.;.; of n ~1alf to 

51 ono ycer , and that in t~e event the war is drawn out 

4j ov1.;,; r o long pLr iod t he fr equency of battl es would 

'I out0mnticnl ly drop; that no concern was felt in 

6
1 regard to -cile manpower problem us tho Lavy per sonne l 

7 

gl 
I 

9 

10 

11 

12 1 

131 

Jt1 I 

15 I 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

231 

24 I 

25 I 
I 
I 

. ! · 

is by i t s very nature limited in its size t~rt he 

was c.onfid~nt of winnin· n short w&r, end th~t a s t o 

J~pan's futuie pl cns he ~xpccted to take measur es t o 

incr ease war strength by i mprovi ng as ~ar as possibl e 

the inner structure of J rpen's forces. 

"(,hief of t he Pl £>.n.1ing Boar d !10SI: I iW r eported 

tha t a gr eat daal hnd bean accomplished in stor ing up 

a suppl y of ~uel oils, ~asolinc for aerop l anes in 

particular ; th~t in the event of c long ter m war steps 

would be ta!rnn for procur ing n0c.P.s~e.ry meteri~ls 

froM the 0utch E~st Indies, Enkh~lin ant elscv~cr c, 

and that in t~e mobili zation protrcm Es to ueter i al s 

the center of grc:-vi ty we s lc-.id en t·rn i tc;ns for 

militcry pur poses . 

"Councillor Ai~Ii.A mc:id~ the s tatc-'ent that 5.f 

jcp~ne so -.Ane1"ican hostilities wcr: at ~dl 9ven t s un -

avoidcblc it might be best to avail of the pr esent 

opportunit;r c.nd C.hairmo.n of the; Committee SUZIB<.I 

expr e s~cd t~1e vi-:;w t !13 t Jo.pr·.n must be r esol ved t o 
---- -----· -,...-- - ·-----· 
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i c nticipa te a Jupc:n0s1 -AmcJrican 11r:.r ~s inevitable . 

J I 11~1i tl1 unprecedented spe <:..d the pact Vias con-
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cluded on 27 Septemb~r 1 940 . l. y its provis ions Japan, 

Germany and Italy attempted to apportion the world by 

establishing areas in which the leadership of the 

r espective powors wes recognized . Each pledged full 

cooperation in the 6stabl1shncnt of leadership within 

the sphere of the others, and polit cal, economic and 

rnili tary aid was pledged :i.n tte cv.Jnt of o.n attack 

against any one of t:e signetorie s by 3 netion not 

t :1en involved in the Europec.n war or ii'! the war r 1 i th 

Chine . l t wa s provided thE. t the t erms of the pact did 

not in any way affect tho political status which 

existed betwe&n each of the signatories and the Soviet 

Union . 1'his pact i n its essence contained t he ultinate 

development of th~ plot of the aggressive powers 

direct ed tov1ard t !;e division of the world and the 

establishment of the so-called 'i~ev.' ur der, ' Vlhich 

had for its ~urpose the extinguishment of democracy 

throughout t he v:orld end t he subjugation of all the 

nations by th€ aggr essive stetes . Letters were 

secr etly exchanged providing for consultation among 

:Z3 tl1e signatories for t he purpose of deter mining whether 

24 act ion or a chain of actions would constitutG an 

l5 1 attack within t~e meaning of t he pact . Ey these 
I 



• 

5,f?? 

1 1 S£;crc t comr.1unica tions, C err.ia.ny also a t reed to turn 

~ over to Japan tho foandat ed Islands at the conclusion 

! of the war , snd to use its best offices in introducing 
I.. 

( 

ti: Soviet Union es a participant in the pact . The 

obj ects sought t o ~e accomplished under the provisions 

of this pPct a~d the ection subseauently taken in 

·1 1 fur the.ranee ther €.of ·:1ill b <:. s:10\'m to be in viola ti on 
c: 
" 

9 

H 

'I 
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t ti 

~ 

(• ... 

I 

I 

I ') I 
:.o 

~ l 

'i.2 

.:3 

l4 

j~ I 

of specific tra~ty oblir~ t1ons . 

" In an article: entj tlcd ' '.i'he .i'ri-Purti te 

Pact and the Worlo of Tomorro·1 , ' p~hJished in De:ccmbor 

1 940, SHII~TORI s tated t hat t :w character e;f the Naw 

Order to be ere a t ecl unde:.:· the l cadc.1· ship ot' thv 

Three Povrers 11•; s to be: co'1s).dc:rod in t!~e light of the 

fact that t he Throv Pm1ers had discarded the ic~0olo ·ri.e s 

of indivitiue.lisM and democracy f'.nd ~lad. adopted the 

totalitarien point of view . In J apan, he asserted, 

the r.~ t~ on had revolt~d against the so- called evils 

of li'beralistic ci -rilization end its dissetisf ection 

had found expression in the form of ths !.rnchuriD n 

Incident of 19~ 1. This incident was a challenge ex­

t ernally to unjust conditions long forced upon man­

kind by the democratic powers? and inter nally to all 

alien idees and thoughts grafted upon the Jep~nes e 

paople . The char acteristics of this movement in Japan? • 

--~-==--j 
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he stated, had become more accentu~t~ d in the currGnt 

China affair, t he ultimate object of vthich, in con­

sonance with the classic expr ession liakko Ichiu 

edopted e.s a national slogan, was the e stablishment 

of a Nev: Order in E~st Asia . Unless the. pr esent \7ars 

were considered in the light of these stateaents, i t 

was said, the r eal nature of tl1e new wor ld or der of 

tomor row which is to be esteblished t hrlugh Japanese­

'.Jer man-Itali an coopera tion could not oe understood . 

" I n ?.ddi tion to the original signatories to 

the Tri -Par tit e Pact, the foll owing countries joined 

on t he da t es indicated: Hungary , 20 November 1940; 

houmania , 23 fiovcmbcr 1940; Slovakia, 24 December 

1940; Bul gar ia, l l~arch 1941; and Croatia, 15 June 

1941. 11 

TtiE PRES IDEI"T : We v1ill adjourn un t il half 

past one . 

(\ihereupon, at 1 200, a recess \·1as 

taken . ) 

-----------~- - -------' 
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AFTt.RNOON SESSION 

The Tribunal met , pur suant to recess, at 

1330. 

' 
~SiiAL OF THE COURT: The International 

(, Military Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed. 

11 Tf.E PRESIDEHTs Yes? 

sj Mh . TA VENNER: If it please t he Tribunal, the 

9 next subdivision of the topic of Tri- Partite Pact is 

.-o under the heading : "C • Collaboration between Japan, 

ll Germany and I tal y under the Provisions of the Tri -

12 Partj.te Pact. 

l3 "Evidence will be introduced under this sub-

11 j ect showing that the accused, acting through their 

nl leader s and in full collaboration with t heir Axis 

t<> I partner s , unified the government and nation behind the 

~7 I Tri-Par t i t e Pact, and by their declarations and con-

1r. duct put into motion for ces designed to accomplish the 

I 

'IO I 
;H 

objects of the conspiracy char ged in the indictment . 

"In t he per iod that followed the conclusion 

the Tr i -Partite Pact , SHIRATORI continued to pl ay an 

indi spensable part in pr omoting pro-German relations 

in J apan . Under his leader ship, activist cir cles in 

Japan, as early as J anuary 1941, demanded an attack 

on Singapore as the key British position in t he west 

) 
I 

23 

14 

I 

I 
I 
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1 
Pacific Ocean . In November 1940 , Ambassador KURUSU 

~ ' had declared that Sino-Japanese and Russo - Japanese 

~ agreements were required as a prer equisite for a 

Japanese advance t hrough tho r egion south of China , I. 

' I including Siam, without the use of which Singapore 

6 could not be successfully attacked . The evidence will 

1 show that such an attack was designed to give Japan a 

fl free hand in establishing her Greater East Asia policy 

9 in China and in the Pacific and Indian Oceans in con-

! 1) formity with t~e purposes set forth in the Tri-Partite 

11 Pact . The capture of Singapore by Japan will also be 

shown as the fulfillment of Japan ' s desire to aid 

Ger many in br j_nging the war against England to a speedy 

close . It was consider ed that a sudden attack by Japan 

uoon Singapore without a declaration of war would con­

stitute a blow that would prevent the United States from 

effectively interfering . 

l :.' 

::.; 

1 • 

15 

16 1 

1 , 
•I 

rn I 

.9 
I 
I 

'20 I 
:n . 

. !2 

7.) 

J4 

25 

"The Ger!Jan Ambassador to Japan made a r eport 

on 31 January 1941 to his gover nment of the r esult of 

a two-day r esearch with the attaches of the armed 

forces , in which it was concluded that the chances of 

success of an att ack by Japan against Singapor e were 

favor abl e; that it would have to be carried out in 

steps by occupying Saigon and tho Malayan Peninsula , 

and that if t he American Pacific Ocean fleet should 
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attempt to interfere from HaVlaii it would easily be 

detected on the overly long approaches and annihilated . 

Japan, with the assistance of Germany, resorted to the 

crafty device of using her position of so-called 

mediator in the French Indo-China-Thailand border dis­

pute to improve her situation with those two countries 

and obtain bases therein to serve as a springboard for 
" ' an attack on Singapore . 

"For eign Minister MATSUOKA determined upon 

an official visit to Berlin and, after expressing in­

tention to obtain wide authority from his Cabinet and 

particularly from War Minister TOJO , he advised the 

German Amba ssador of the principal questions he desired 

to discuss, including a Japanese attack on Singapore. 

Ambassedor OSHIMA was also advised by MATSUOKA of the 

important questions to be discussed. 

"On 22 February 1941, in a conference with the 

Secretary of State of the Reich Foreign Ministry, Am­

bassador OSHIMA expressed the view that Singapore must 

be seized in grand style from the sea and from the 

l and , but thnt it was first necessary to take Hong 

Kong . On the following day an extended conference w~s 

held between Ambas sador 05HI~~ and For eign Minister 

Ribbent~op, in which Von Ribbentrop voiced the opinion 

that the decisive blow against England should be a 

I 
I I 

I 

) 
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:' 

; 

/. 

' I 

Japanese attack on Singapore, which would eliminate 

Engl and ' s key position in East Asia ~nd which would 

secure a position in that ar ea which J apan could win 

only by war. The suggestion was made that the occu­

pation of Singapor e must take place with lightning 

<> 

7 

i 

9 

(l 

11 

\() 

l 

\;} 

I 

speed , without a declar a tion of v1ar in order to con­

tribute to a speedy termination of hostilities . Ambas ­

sador OSHil.lA r epr esented the t pr oparations for the occu­

pation of Singnpore would be co~plete by the end of 

May; that milit~ry pr eparat ions must be made against 

England and America; that the moment for occupation of 

Singapore must be coordina ted with operations in Europe; 

and that tho occupation of Hong Kong and the Philip­

pines had been provided for in case of need . 

"A f m•1 days after the OSEiilA conf er ence , Rib-

1 bentrop di r ected the Gcrme.n Amba ssador in Japan to 

work with all the means a t his command to the end that 

Japan t ake possession of Singapore by surprise as soon 

as possibl e . Thi s was followed on 3 March 1941 by the 

I High Command of the Armed Forces , Fuehr er Headquarters 
11 I 

I issuing dir ective number 24 concerning collabor ation 
.!2 ! 

13 
with Japan , in which it was stated that the aim of 

the cooperati0~ based on the Three Power Pact must 

be to bring Japan as soon as possible to ac tive oper a ­
~s I 

1 
tions in t he Far East , and tha t the conquest of 
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,------- - ---·---

1 Singapore, England ' s key position in the Far Ecst, 

:> would mean a decisive success for the three Axis poVlers. 

3 The importance of the question was again emphasized 

4 when on 18 March 1941 General Jodl , in a r eport to 

' I Hitler, stated that Japan must take steps as soon as 

6 possible to eliminate Singapore, since the o~portunity 

1 I would never again be as favorable . 

s I "Events were moving swiftly in Japan. On 25 
I 

9 March 1941, Chief of the Japanese Navy General Staff, 

1o Admiral K0~1)0 , reported that the Navy was vigorously 
11 preparing for an attack on Singapore , and Chief of 
12 the Japanese General Staff, General SUGIYAMA , reported 
13 that the Army was al so making preparations for an 
14 attack. 

"Foreign Minister MATSUOKA arrived in Berlin 
16 I in the latter par t of March 1941, and .between 27 March 
17 I and 5 April 1941 conferred with Hitler, Ribbentrop, 
18 : Goering, Funk and others on matters relatiqg to joint 
19 military and economic cooper ation of the Tripartite 
20 

I 
Power s . Although declaring he ·could not accept the 

21 I obligation at the moment to act for the Japanese nation, 
22 ~ J&'~TSUOKA stated in a conference with Hitler that Japan 
23 

would act decisively when she has the feeling that she 
24 

woulq other wise lose a chance which might only r eturn 
25 

after a thousand years; that Japan would advance 

I 

J __ i 

l 
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1 regardless of the condition of her prepar ations ; 

3 

4 

6 

that he had personelly held the view that Japan 

should attack Singapore and put an end to British 

influence in that area; and that it was only a mat­

ter of time until Japan would attack. 

"Japanese concern over German intentions 
7 with regard to political domination and control of 
8 the Netherlands East Indies and French Indo-China has 
9 been referred to in a previous section of this opening 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

statement. In hi s conference with Hitler, MATSUOKA 

took the occasion to state that although Japan ex­

pected to keep llefore her the motto of ' No conquest, 

no oppression, no exploiteti on,' Japan would proceed 

by force , if necessary, in establishing the Nevi Order 
15 

I according to the principl e of the pr eamble to t he 
16 

1 Tri per t i te Pact, and would have to lead with a strong 
J7 

1s I 
I 

19 

20 

21 I 
22 I 

! 
23 1 
24 

25 

hand the nations affected by this New Order . 

I ... --------------------------~-....... --- -----



J 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

5,ae5 

" In e confer ence on 29 I.ir rch 1941 \"1th the 

Reich Foreirn Minister VON RIBBENTROP, cft er di scussing 

in det r il gener Pl plens r el eting to Singr ryore r nd trede 

r cl rtions be tween J e,en end Cermeny , MATSUOKA ~ointed 

out thr-t he PC S doing everything he could to r ce s sure 

the Enrlish r bout f'inge~ore; thc t he ected r s if Je~en 

hr d no intention et r ll re~rrding thi s key position 

of Fnglend 1n the Eest; ~nd thf t he essumed t hi s e t t i ­

tude not onl)' in order t o r ee ssure the British but 

£lso in oreer t 0 fool the pro- British Fnd pro-AMericen 

elements i n J r pt n until one dry he would ~udc1enly open 

th~ l' ttl' ck on Singr.- ;')orc . He t ook the !)Osi tj <"'n th<.· t f' 

sudoen et t t- ck tgP ins t S~.ngerore would unite the 

entire J rpenese n< t ~ on ··11th one blm• . 

"In r conf~rence on 4 April 1941 , 1it.TSUOKA 

secured from HITLFP. e pr omi se to pl l' ce ~ t the di s­

pose! of the Jrpcn~~~ t echni cr l inform~ ti on end in-

ventions \'1hich v1er e needcc1 by J r-"".:r n, including 
19 

20 

21 

22 

especiel ly t hc- t <COt'ireC' b,. Gcr mrny ' s f.xperience in 

sub-Marine wPrfr r e . 

·~"On 5 April 1941 , MJ.'ISllOKA repor t ed in r 

onfer ence with VON RIBFENTROF thr t he hed l onr. been 

f the: opi nion thl' t ever y ne tion r·es offerec1 <n op,..or­

unit y only once in ~ thousend yer r s ~nd thPt J Fpen 

1r• s confrcnting such c- n op·~ortuni ty <' nd 1"'ould h~: ve to ' 
____ I 
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~ssume the risk connected with it . She would have to 

act decisively a t the rieht moment, he said , in order 

to trke advantage of t his unique cond ition of offairs. 

Finally , he reques t ed RIBBENTROP t o assist the Tri­

Portite Power s Commissions , and especially the Economic 

Coti.mission, in t he performance of their functions . 

"The commissions f ormed under the provisions 

of the Tr i - Part ite 9ect included in their membershi~ 

the accused, HATSUOKA , Yosuke; OSHif.1A , Hiroshi; TOGO , 

Shigenori; MUTO , Ak1ra; OY.A , Takesumi; and SATO, 

Kenryo . 

"On 24 !!ay 1941 C' r e!'ort was made by the 

German Militar y Atteche in Tokyo to the Ger man For e ign 

Intelli gence Off ice thet Japan acknowledged her t r eaty 

obligat i ons in event the United States entered the 

war , but th2t hostil ities would not be opened i mmedi­

ately. He cdded , howeve r , that Ja~anese ~reparations 

for &ttack on Singa~~re ~nd Manila stand . 

"On 22 June 1941 Germ~ny i nvaded Russia . 

RIBB ~JnROP reiter ated the ~reat 1'11:-ortance from the 

standroint of J e.ponese interests of r. C.rive toward 

the south in the direction of Singa~ore, but advised 

th~ t in view of her ~:>resent un~re,arcdness for this 

action , Jepzn would solve he r Russien question by 

j oining Germany in the war agains t Russia. After the 

- ------·-----------------
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l 
nntici~nted swift downf a l l of Soviet Russ i a , he sc i d , 

~I J e,an, sa f e in t he r ecr, would be fr ee to meke a drive 
. I 
., I , i n t he south • 

I 
"kt t he im~ortant Irnperia l conferer1ce of 

, I 2 July 1941 :: r esolution was Ddopted which had the 

G 

7 
I 

effect of ~ostroning definite act i on on Germany's 

re(.uest t hc.t on c t tcck be modo on the Soviet trnion 

t f r om t he Eest . At t he scme t ime c r enewal of det er­s 

9 
mi na t ion wc:. s voiced t o establish the so-call ed 'Greeter 

I ~c.s t As i a Co-Pr os perity Sper e ,' r egardless of ony 
l(I 

22 

l ' 

change i n t he internati ona l situa t i on . For the 

~ccomplishment of t1~is , it wa s det ermined to continue 

t he disposition of the so-called Chine se incident and 

to accel er nte t he southw~rd advance . A decision wa s 
1 r eached to mcke prepc.r otions f or a wer with Britain 

· ~ I 
Y<> 

end the United States and r ll measures, e s~ecially those 

rela t ing to t he execution of mil it~ry and nr.vel plans , 

wer e r ef erred for definit e decisions . The stabilis-
78 I 

• inf. pl cn for the southern advence w~ s to be accom~lished 
>.9 I 

1 by the execution of 'schemes cpains t French Indo-Chinc 
20 I 

and Thailand,' which wi l l be demonstroted in l et er 
:n 

phases of the case . It wes ~ l so announced th~ t should 
~1 

1 t he conditions of t he Germnn-Soviet wCJ. r progress f cvor­
-3 I 
... I ably t o Jr-,on, J apen would ' execute crms to sol ve the 
:;4 I 

northern problems, t her eby securing ste.bility in the 

northern r egions. ' 
.. ,_. 

·' .... 
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"The events between 2 July 1941 r.nd the ettrick 

on Pearl Ht rbor, clthough boscd in e l arge meesure 

upon J apanese , G~rmen ond Iteli~n collaborct ion, a~pecr 

more pr operly to be long in t he phas es of presentet j on 

of evidence rel~ ting to Fr ench Indo-China , Thuil~nd, 

t he Net horlnnds Eas t Indies, t he British Commonwer lth 

of l~c tions <'nd t he United Ste tes , wher ef or e r ef er ence 

will be mcde in this rh~se of t he crse only to t hose 

mat ters within t his period which af fect t he No Sepor­

nt e Pecce Pact of 11 December 1941. 

"Cultural r nd Trade Agreements between J apan, 

G~rmrny ~nd It8ly. 

"The evidence will show thct cul turel end trade 

8gr eements per cllclled political ond milit&ry collab­

or ntion between the Axis powers. Within the fr r.mework 

of t he J1nti-Comintern ?~ct, rnd in furthE: r ance of its 

spirit , culturnl treaties wer e concluded bet ween Germmy 

r nd J apcn on 25 November 1938 r nd I tr.ly·and Japan on 

23 ~arch 1939 . Thes e treP ties ~rovided f or systematic 

promot ion of cult urc l r e l ct i ons in the fie lds of 

s ci ence , fine r rts, music , liter nture , motion picturcs, 

r f:d io broadcasts, child end youth movements, sports, 

~nd so forth. The r esult sought to be obtn incd was 

alleged t o be t he strengt hening of t he t i es of friend­

shir be t ween t he na tions conc erned . 

' -·-7-
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"Conuncrcicl l' rrangoments were made through­

ot:t t he entire period of Ja!lOnese- Germen col labor ation 

but t 1H. sc er e too numerous end of too detailc:id a 

c .!"'rcc'!;f\r to justify an extensive description in this 

opEning st~t~ment . Raw mat erials intended for use in 

militrry opGr etions in Europe were made availrblG to 

Ger mnny by J o,on from the Netherlands Etst Indies , 

Fr~nch Inda- Chine end China . s :eciol t r ade consider~ 

otions over other nations were given Germany in China . 

In this connect ion J e:,an insisted t hat ' Nor th China ' 

as used in a commerci~l agr eement should be changed 

to ' Chi ne , ' fo r the r ooson that Jcpan i n tended to 

dominc.t e l'.nd control co:nmer ce end .t rade in oll of 

China. . 

"The No Separ ete Peace Pact and the Militar y 

'-greement c E:' tween J~pan, Gcrmeny and I tal y . 

"When the Tri-Partite Pact was concluded on 

27 September 1940, MATSUOKA in repl y to a question 

steted thct an cgreement would be negot iated bet ween 

th~ three powers for a ' No Separ ate Peace Pee t ' i n t he 

event of hostili ties . 

"In the latter pv.r t of November 1941 , Ger many 

was i nfor med of the state of negoti~tions between 

Jc::pan ~nd the Uni ted States end of the f~ct t hat 

hostil ities between Jcpan nnd the Unit ed States were 

-------------- .. -~- - -
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imminent. On 2c November 1941, Ribbentrop cdviscd 

t hat it vms essentir.l th~t Japen c ffect the New Order 

in hcst Asie without losing the exist ing opportunity. 

' Ther e never hes boen end probably never will be, ' he 

s aid , ' a time when closer cooper c tion under the Tri ­
6 Prrtite Peet is so im"'l ort~nt . 
11 

If Je pan hesit~t es et 

t his time , ~nd Germony goes rhccd end establishes her 

s I Europ€r n N~w Order, ell the militr ry might of Britcin 

9 and th~ United Etct €s wi ll be concentrr.tcd ag~inst 

ro J t pen.' He further stated : ' Should Japen become 

11 

12 

engugcd in e war ngair-st the United Stat es, Germany, 

of course, would join the war immedi~ tc ly. There is 

13 absol utely no possibility of Germany's entering into 

l '1 

17 

c s epar ate peece with the United St ates under such 

circumstcnces . Tho ruehr cr is de t ermined on th~t 

point . 1 

"Between the 1st t?nd 3rd ot Dee Ptnh 0 r 1941, 

18 I Ambesst.dor OSHI~!A received n t e legram from Tokyo stet-

19 in€ thet the J apcnese Government desired Germc.ny ' s 

20 

21 I 
I 

22 I 

23 

24 

25 

participation in the event of c United Stotes- Jaonncs e 

conflict ~nd furt her that the J~panese Government de­

sired th~t c no s eparcte peace u~ct be signed . The 

J cpe.nese Ambassador t.o Itr:ly, i nvoking the provisions 

of the Tri- Partite Pr.c t , on 3 December 1941, called 

upon Itc ly to declr.re wcr upon the United St ates ~fter 

I . . - -- - - ---· --- ----·------------..--- - ----· 
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1 the opening of hostillties . Mussolini edvised that 

2 if J c,en should declcr o wcr on t he United Stetes ~nd 

3 Groc-t Brita in , Itr.l y would 1.:1mediD.tely do likewise . 

4 Both ~ibbentrop tmd Mussolini &greGd prior to 7 December 

, 1941 to enter into c t r e:c. ty by which J cpan, Germcny 

~I end I t£:ly would not conclude e pone& tree ty sept-r~tely . 
Such u t r c<: ty was f ormally conc luded C'>Tl 11 December 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

1941, to r emcin ir. force e s long cs the Tri-Pvrtite 

Peet of 27 September 1940. 

"On 14 December 1941, e t a r eception given 

by Hitler to Lmbassc:dor OSHIMA , at which Hitler 

presented OSHI:1iA with the Grcnd Cross of the Order of 

~orit of the- Gc.rmon Eegle in gold , Hitl er declt? r ed t ho.t 

J open hcd t r.ken t he right course i n r. ttncking without 

WP. sting time in doclering vu:.r . He commented th~t he 
15 I hcd used this system end thr. t he expected to use it 
16 1 in tho future . 
17 

18 

19 
I 
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21 I 
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24 1 
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"On 18 J anuary 1942 the Japenese , German 

and Italian ar med force s concluded a military agree­

ment in the spirit of the Tri-Pertite Pact of 2? 

September 1940, and provided for operational coor­

dinrtion amone them. The world we s divided into 

zones for militery oper ations . J epan was assigned 

the v1eters eestwerd from e.bout 70 degrees , eest longi­

tude to the west coest of t he American continent, es 

well PS t he continent and i slands situa t ed in these 

,,,ater s c-nd al so the Asietic continent eest of 70 

degrees , eest longi tude . Gerrneny end I t~ly were 

ass igned the v•f. ter s '''estwerd from c-bout 70 degrees , 

eest longi tude to the evst cors t of the American 

continent, PS well es the continent r nd i s l ands 

situated in these vrcters , end el so the Nee r Eest , 

the Midcl e Ee st end Eur ope r1e~tv12rd fr om ebout ?O 

degr ees ef~t l ongitude . Genercl operftion~ l plFns 

were outlineC. , end the main points of military coop­

er ;- tion v•er e specified . 

"Tho evidence relr ting to collcborrtion 

rmong J rpen , Ger meny , end Itcly ~ nd the conduct Pnd 

decler eti ons of the accused in connection therewith 

will now be offer ed to prove the com!"lon plan of 

conspirFcy to ~ffe ~rr s of cgression rs cherged 

in the indictment end the mnnner rnd method by which 

·- - ------ - ---------------.........--·- ---- -
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1 the cons pi r c cy wc s to be executed . Mr. G. Osmond I 

=' I 11ylh ' , Speciel t.s s i stE'nt t o t he t.t torney Gener al 

3 C' f t l 1..; United Sta t e s , end Mr . Wor th McKinney, Ass i -

11 I s t Pnt Unit ed Stctes /lttorney for t he Western Di strict 

}I of North Csrolin~ , will a s si s t in the or esentati on 

<, I of this evidence . 11 

, , 
• . s 1 

JO 
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THE PRESIDENT a Mr• CUnningham. 

Mil. CUNNINGHh.Ms If the Tribunal please, Mr • 

. ~ Cnn.,.1.nrham for Mr. OSHIMA. 

4 In view of the stetements contained in the 

'> 1 <J .;nin1· st'lt ement of the prosecutor, j_ust read, out-

6 

7 

JO 

11 

l ~ 

15 

16 

17 

19 

lini.ng the facts which the prosecution proposes to 

prove , I f eel it timely at this time to present to 

the Tribunal the following proposition of law. 

THE PRESIDENT: 71e will entertain no propo­

sition of law except in support of a motion or an 

,,bj ,-:ct ion. 

MR. CUNNINGH/JA: I r eword the last sentence 

to evidence . 

Come::> no1v the defendant OSHIMA, Hiroshi, 

through his counsel and submits to the Tribunal for 

its consideration his obj ection to the introduction 

6f any evidence in support of the Indictment or any 

1 of its counts, or of any crime charged therein 
20 i 

2:? 

2.1 

24 

25 

~gain~t him on account of acts committed in his ca-

pacity es a member of the .Ambassadorial suite, or as 

/Jnbassador, and states in support of this objection 

the following reasons: 

Ones The def endant, at the time of the acts 

I ?.lleged in the Indictment, we s either an limbassado_r __ 
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,. 

-~ 

l or n ~ember of en i.mbassadorial suite , end his nets 

i. \'1er e privileged under the diplomatic immunity rule 

3 of i nt ernationt:l l low; and it is an inviolable rule 

·1 o!' t · .: l a,., of nations . 

~ I 
6 
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Two c That any process issued against the 

dcf endent by Pny netion or group of nations compla in­

ing of c.cts performed by the defend~nt in his official 

cepacity as J.mbassP.dor or member of the suite is null 

e.nd void According to the law of netions . 

Three: Thet under the extra-territoriality 

rule , the personal r opresente.tive theory, the natur­

alist la'"' doctrine , or the esteblished rule of im­

munity, the defendP.nt is exempt from punishment or 

criminal r esponsibility for his acts by virtue of 

this est ablished principle of diplomatic immunity. 

Four: Immunity is e. vested right which 

attnches nt the t ime of appointment and survives the 

a ssignment . 

Five: The kmbassador r epr esents the person 

of the sovereign, and any insult~ or violence, or 

1 arrest , or deterrence of the right of embassy which 

I belon~s to all sovereigns is r egarded then as a hos-
1 

1 
tile act arainst thP. t sover ei gn and is punishable in 

itself as a violation of international law. 

THE MONITOR : '7111 the r eporter please r ead 
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the last statement? 

(l!Jher eupon, the fifth reason was 

r ead by the official court reporter.) 

HR. CUNNINGHilh "And is punishable under 

municipel law'' I said, I believe. 

Sixa The law of both 1nternet1onal law and · . 

the law of nA.tions affords to the lt.mbassador and mem• 

bers of the nmbassndorial suite as great a privilege 

from process es it does the sovereign he represents. 

Nor·, if the Tribunal please , this is a f'unda­

mental principle of international law, and it is, I 

believe, sound bas is for an objection to any evidence 

ageinst the defendant in this case . 

I see the Members of the Tribunal digesting 

the Charter for the provision , and I anticipate that 

the question will ~rise VJhich takes precedences the 

provis ion in the Charter or the principle of inter­

natione.l l aw which is already established 1n every 

country of the viorld. 

Of course, if the Tribunal please, I take 

the position thot not one nAtion or any group of 

nations outside of e United Nations Organization can 

spenk and change the established rule of internetional 

l aw; and I do not give the Che.rter the authority , or 

concede 1n any manner that it hes the authority to 
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1 vnry, or alt er, or amend , or modify the established 

2 rules of international law. The only r ecognition 

3 \'!hic•1 the Charter can possibly have in this Tribunal 

4 is E\ r.?t: ttcr declar atory of international law where 

s it is s ilent heretofore . 

6 THE MONITOR & ~ill the reporter please read 

7 the last st&t ement? 
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("Yhereupon, the last paragraph of 

Hr . CUnninghem's statement was read by the 

official court reporter.) 

THE MONITOR: ~ill you r ead the last sen-

tence once more ngain, slowly? 

(''!hereupon, the senteDee referred 

to was read by the off icial court r eporter 

a s follows a) 

"The only r ecognition which the Charter can 

possibly have in t his Tribunal is a matter declaratory 

of international l aw where it is silent heretofore." 

1.m. CUNNINGHtiM: You can change that to a 

On matters of international law where it was silent 

before . 

If the Tribunal please, I have gone to great 

l engths in preparing a brief end memorandwn upon the 

l egal authorities in this proposition, but I will 

submit it to the Court as a separate document; and 

) 
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at this ti~e I should like to entertain any question 

, .. hich the Court might have concerning this proposi-

tion or obj ection. 

THE PRES ID~T I '7ell, llr. Cunningham, I am 

r l ed you used the v1ord "submit" in the last sentence 

because up to that stage it appeared that you were 

meking declar ations of l aw and not making submissions 

under the l aw. 

:.t en earlier stage of the proceedings vie 

indicated, if my recollection serves me rightly, 

that points such as this might be raised in the final 

addresses of the def ense after they had given their 

evidence. 

UR. CUNNINGij/.Mt On that proposition, it 

occurred to me that if an objection was to be made 

to evidence, thet it should be mede before the evi­

dence •:1as introduced, and that the objection nov1 is 

timel y ; and, if the question of law was well taken, 

it would save considerable time in introduction of 

evidence concerning official acts of the defendant. 

THE PRESIDENT: That, of course, is an 

alternative. 

Now, although it mey seem to be an extra-

ordin~ry thing thet an Ambassador, guilty of a crime 

against international l ew, should be beyond the reach 
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1 of tho long arm of international l aw , nevertheless , 

2 you will be eble to ergue that at the conclusion of 

3 the case. However, the point t nken now is not going 

4 to nrc-vent the Tr i bunnl from hearing the evidence 

5 · •hich is offer ed , 

6 The objection is overruled subject to your 
7 rirht to r aise this question later if my colleagues 

~ 8 ar e satisfied it has not already been deter mined . 
9 In notes to me , it appears e question arises which 

10 warrants that last qualifice.tion, 
11 

12 
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MR. TAVENNER: I f it please the Tribunal, 

the evidence will relate first--

THE MONITOR: Just a moment, please. We 

haven~t f tnished our interpretation yet of the last 

reJ!lark. 

MR. TAVENNER: It it please the Tribunal, 

the evidence will relate first to the conclusion of 

the Anti-Comintern Pact and secret agreement and 

transmittal of secret communications. 

5,900 

If it please the Tribunal, this subdivision 

of our subject dealing with the Anti-Comintern Pact 

and succeeding subdivisions dealing with efforts to 

conclude a military alliance between Japan, Germany 

and Italy cover the approximate period or the years 

1936 to 1939, both inclusive. Many of the documents 

to be introduced refer to official positions without 

designating the holders of those positions. I desire 

therefore to call to the Tribunal's attention that 

from the personnel records of the accused heretofore 

introduced in evidence, major positions of importance 

were held by the accused during this period as follows: 

ARAKI, Sadao, Minister of Education, May, 

1938 to 29 August, 1939; Cabinet Councillor from 1' 

October, 1937 to 27 May, 1938. 

HATA, Shunroku, Inspector General of the 
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1 Military Education and concurrently Military Council-

2 lor, the latter a Cabinet position from 26 August, 

; 1937 to 14 :'ebruary, 1938; Military Councillor, 15 

'1 December, 1938 to 2 5 llay, 1939. 

~ HIRANUMA, Klichiro, Head of the Privy 

6 Council , 13 Parch, 1936; Prime Hinister from 5 January, 

7 1939 to 29 August, 1939. 

8 

9 

13 

1·1 

15 

16 

17 

l8 
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HIROTA, Koki, Foreifn '!inister to April, 

1936; Prime Minister from April, 1936 to 1 February, 

1937; Foreign Minister from 4 June, 1937 to 4 Jan­

uary, 1939, concurrently with his service as Foreign 

Minister he WAS a member of the Supreme 'Var Council ; 

President of the Planning Board from 10 June, 1937 

to 25 October, 1937. 

MR . CUNNINGHAM: If the Court please, I 

would like to object to this as repetitious . The 

documents a~e in evidence and this ts oral testimony 

by the coun~el of the facts and certainly repetition 

of the reci:i rd . 

THE PRESIDENT: It is helpful to the Tribunal 

to know against whom the evidence is really offered . 

This is an attempt to indicate that. Ther e is nothing 

repetitious about it in a true sens~ . The objection 

is overruled . 

MR . TAVENNER : (Continuing) 
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8 

ITAGAKI, Seishiro, Minister of War, 5 

January, 1939 to 2S ftugust, 1939. 

KAYA, Okinori, Councillor of the Cabinet 

Investigation Bureau, 24 February, 1937; Minister of 

Finance, 4 June, 1937 to 4 January, 1938. 

KIDO, Koichi, Minister of Education, 22 

October, 193?; Welfare Minister, 11 January, 1938 

to 5 January, 1939 • 

9 KOISO, Kuniaki, Minister of Overseas Affairs, 

10 7 April, 1939 to 29 August, 1939. 

11 I 
n I 
13 I 
14 

Jl ·1 

16 I 
17 I 

U.ATSUI, Iwane, Cabinet Councillor, 20 July, 

1938 to 23 January, 1940; Member of the Committee of 

East Asia Commission, ? July, 1939· 

MATSUOKA, Yosuke, Councillor of the Cabinet, 

15 October, 193? to 23 January, 1940. 

THE PRESIDENT: Why mention him? 

MR . TAVENNER: For the reason, your Henor, 

18 that his acts and conduct involve all the other 

19 1 defendants in the conspiracy. 

20 
I 

I 
21 l 

THE PRESIDENT : He is one of the others now? 

MR. TAVENNER: Yes. 
I 

22 MUTO, Akira, Director of Military Affairs 

23 I Bureau of the War Ministry and concurrently Chief 
I 

2·1 Secretary of the Supreme War Council, 30 September, 

2~ 1939; Councillor of the Planning Board and member of 

I_ - ------- - - ·-·- - ------------------- -· 
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the Committee of the Cabinet Information Bureau, 

12 October, 1939; Councillor of the Overseas Affairs 

D1~·.,e au of the Overseas Affairs Minis try, 7 November, 

1°~9 . 

OKA, Takasum1, Member of the Committee of 

the Information Bureau of the Cabinet, 21 January, 

1938 . 

THE PRESIDENT: We will recess now for 

fifteen minutes . 

(Whereupon, at 1440, a recess 

was taken until 1500, after which the pro­

ceedings were resumed as follows : ) 

MR. HANA!: I am HANAI, defense counsel for I 
t~e def endant Koki HIROTA. I 

that HI~O;:, t;:!,:r:::c:::: ~: e:: e :;m::: ~: b;:::a:::nn1J 
Bo&rd. This is a 111 i s take. I respectfully ask for a 

correction. One other correction. The prosecutor 

has stated that HIROTA , Koki was Foreign Minister 

until January, 1939. Mr. l.IROTA Vias Foreign Minister 

until May of 1938 and was, t her efore, not Foreign 

111inister in 1939. I r espectfully ask that this also 

be corrected . 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you admit those correctionsj 
Mr . Tavenner'? 

-- - ---------------------.--

.. 

j 
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Y.R . TAVENNER: If this is a misquotation fro~ 

the porsonnel records, I will, of course, be very glad 

to correct it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Those records should be com­

piled with scrupulous care. 

MR. TAVENNER (Reading) : "OKA, Takazum1, 

membor of the Committee in the Information Bureau or 
the Cabinet , 21 January 1938. OSHIMA, Hiroshi, 

Military Attacho to Germany to 8 October, 1938 and 

Envoy Extraordinary and Ambassador Plenipotentiary 

in Germany 8 October 1938 to 27 December 1939. SATO, 

Kenryo, Investigator of the Planning Office, 24 June 

1937 to 25 October 1937, Secretary of the Planning 

Board, 26 November 1937 to 29 July 1938 and member 

of the Cabinet Informotion Board Comm1tt6e prior to 

December , 1938. SHIRATORI, Toshio, Envoy Extraord~ 

inary and lmbassador Plenipotentiary to Italy from 

22 September 1938 to 28 tugust 1940. SUZUKI, Teiich1, 

Member of the Intelligence Bureau of the Cabinet, 

28 December 1938, Councilor of the Planning Bureau, 

30 May 1939. TOGO, Shigenor1, Envoy Extraordinary 

and Ambassador Plenipotentiary to Germany from 27 · 

October 1937 to 15 October 1938. TOJO, Hideki, 

Councilor of the Planning Board, end concurrently 

Member of the Cabinet Board of Information , 15 June 19:8] 
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I 
1 U~EZU , Yoshi jiro, Counc ilor of the Information Bureau, 

2 and C0uncilor of tho Cabinet Invcstigotion Bureau, 

3 13 July 1936, C~uncilor in the Planning Board, 26 

4 r\ovember 1937 to 30 May 1938." 
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Uhilc J apan was consolidoting her nositi on 

in Mc.;nchuria and N0rth (;tino , as shown in an earlier 

'Ohase of the case, the following cv~nts, of whi ch the 

Tribunal has taken judicia l notice by its order 

No . 400, occurred in Europe . These events a r c present ed 

for the 'OUrpose of showing that during the formative 

period of Japanese- German r el ations , Germany and 

Ital y were engap£d in a 'Orogrom of mili tnry pr eparedness 

for aggressive action in Eurone . They arc as follows : 

On 14 October 1933 , Germany VJi thdrow from 

the Dis .:1rmomcnt C0nfercncc ; en 14 October 1933 , 

Germany resolved to withdr ew from the League of 

Notions ; on 9 March 1935, foreign air attaches in 

Berlin were informed that German air force had come 

intn existence officially as of March l; on 16 March 

1935, Ei t l er i ntr oduced com'Oul sory military service 

in Ger many; on 7 March 1936 , Germon troops occu~ied 
22 

23 

25 

the Rhinel and ; i n 1934 I tal y be gan preparations for 

war ~. gainst Et hiopia ; on 3 October 193 5 Itali an ar med 

forces invaded Ethiopia; &nd on 11 December 1937 Itnly 

r es i gned from the League of Nations . 

-. 
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1 I offer in ovidence prosecution's document 

2 2156-B, an excerpt from the interrogation of the 

3 ncc·,scd OSHIMA, Hiroshi, for the purpose of showing 

4 t ;.'1t tt t the. time of the esteblishment of the Japanese­

' ' dominated and controlled Eas t ern Hopeh Anti-Comintern 

6 l utonou.ous Council in November, 1935, the Japanese 
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General Staff sent Lieutenant Colonel WAKAMATSU to 

Eorlin v1here he o.nd Colonel OSHIMA, Military Attache 

to Ger~any continued discussions of the Japanese-German 

alliance which had beon the subject of talks since 

June , 1935, the da t e of the UMEZU-HO Agreement . 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr . Cunningham. 

MR . CUKNINGHAM: I wish to object to the 

introduction of this excerpt from the statement of 

Mr. OSHIMA and to other excerots from the statement 

unl~ss t~o prosecution tenders i n advance page 233 

of the interrogations which shows the conditions under 

which it was r eceived. 

TH~ PRESIDENT: Ar e you alleging some in­

ducement or threat or promise or something of that 

sort? 

MR . CUNNINGHAM : No, the stat ement was made 

with the r eserva tion that it should be returned to 

Mr . OSHI~lA to be corrected; and ther e wer e a great 

many misinterpre tations and wistakes in the statement 
- --------- ---,-·- - -----

I 
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---·----- -
as they Vier a originally takt:n through interpTetation. 

That is why I object t o the introduction until they 

ar c r eturned to hi m, and the corrections made, and 

the true ver s i on of the interrogations represented 

t o the Court at this time . 

THE PRE.SI DENT: Mr. Tavenner, what have you 

t o say? 

MR. TAVENNE!' : The entire interrogation was 

fil ed with the Court on the 31st day or July of this 

year, and was certainly available for any inspection 

had they desired to make it. There is no agreement 

to my knowledge that the document was to be r eturned 

t o the accused for correction, but, of course, if 

ther e are corrections to be made, we do not object to 

hi~ pointing them out. I 
In addition t o this, your Honor, the r ecord I 

shows a statement by the accused commending the inter- 1 

pret er for the very excellent and faithful job of I 
interpretation which he had done . 

THE PRESIDENT: Has the accused ever asked 

the prosecution for the op~ortunity to correct this 

interrogation'? 
I 

MR . TAVENNER: I understend that the witness 1 
I 

did, on one occasion, state that he would like to have 1 

his interrogation to look it over. l 
I 

I 

·---- -- -------·-- ---·' 
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-------- - , 
1 

THE PRESIDENT: Woll, it has been on the 

l , file for some time , according to you, Mr. Tavenner, 

and the accused counsel would have known that, and 
~ 
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this is tho first attempt to have any correction made -­

MR. TAVENNE? : Yes, sir. 

THE PRlSIDENT:--Although the accused did 

exor ess a desire to s ee what you had attributed to 

him. 

MR. TAVENNER: I may state in addition, 

if your Honor please, that the r ecord will show that 

at s everal ti~es during tho interrogation the accused 

asked that considerable portions be read back to him, 

which was dono without correction by him. 

MR. CUNNINGLAM: If the Tribunal please, the 

only reason that I suggest that page 233 be intro­

duc ed as a precedent to the introduction of these 

pages is so we can base the corrections upon that 

r es ervation which he made at the time he made the 

statement. 

THE PRESIDENT: Is this a short statement, is 

it, page 233, is it? 

MR. CUNNINGHAM: 233, 

THE PRESIDENT: You had better have it read. 

liffi . CUNNINGHAM: At the end this is what he 

. says. I don't have the specific line on the other. 

' 

I 

I 
I 

L ----_____ ___ I 
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(Road1.ng) s "I thank you for the mannor in 

which zeal and integrity you have interpreted in 

excellent Japanese for (>Ver twenty interrogations." 

This is a hold-over from diplomatic protocol. He 

made that remark in addition, that he suggested 

th~ t he thanked •1im. I said that is a hold-over 

frorr a diplom~tic protocol. The last line was 

"interrogations," and I continue. 

THE MONITOR: Is there any difference in 

those two "hes"? 

0Fl4.,ICIAL COURT REPORTER: You had better 

ask counsel there. 

THE MONITOR (to Counsel): I don't get your 

refe~,ence to tV10 "hos ," "ho suggested that he 

thank him" -- Vlhich one of 11 he11 is the accused? 

MR . CUNNI?JGHAM: Mr. OSHIMA thanked the 

interpreter. 

MR . TAVENNER : I move , your Honor, that the 

st~te~ent referred to be struck from the record as 

it was no part of the accused OSHIMA's statement. 

THE PRESIDENT: 'l'ha t I am looking for, if' 

there be one , is an arrang ement that this statement 

be not used until it is ?erused by the accused. There 

is no such arrangement. If there were, we might see 

fit to res9ect it. 

.. 
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l1iR . CUimINGH/J.1: If the Court please , there 

is, and it is here . May I continue to read tho 

statement of the accused concerning the statement 

which he made? 

THE PRESIDENT: Read it. 
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l1:R . cm 1~U:GHAi: : (I leading) "However, the 

things that have been discussed dealt with diplomacy 

and treat ies, and consequently there were many very 

coriplicated matters which would make it very difficult 

~or anyone to interpret. Ther efore, I wish to read 

over the transcript from beginning to end and correct 

parts that might have been necessary to change . How-· 

ever , as t here does not seem to be enough tirne, you 

would not accede to this. ln so f ar as the main 

points eo, I believe t her e are no mistakes, but there 

might be so~e small mistakes on whi ch I \'rish to re­

tain the privilege of correcting at a later date. 

THE PRESI!JEhT : Still no arrangement wit h 

the prosecution is dtsclosed. '.i'hat may be an attempt 

to impose a condition after he has given his state­

ment . hS it is, the position as I see it is t hat 

we should admit the statement and you are always 

able to contradict it by evidence for the defense 

later . 

lCh . CUNN ii'WHA~ : But T did net wish to be in 

the position later on to try to correct the state­

ment and then not be able to ~or not objecting at 

t he time on account of the discrepancies and errors 

in translation. 

THE PRESIDENT : Actually the only course 

I 

I 

I 
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open to us is to admit it and let you give evidence 

to correct lt later . The objection is overruled . 

Admitted on the usual terms . 

CLEhl'. OF THE COU!tT. Prosecution' s document 

No . 2156-B will receive e;:hibit No . 477. 

C1hereupon, the document above referred 

to was marked prosecution's ex!n.bi t l~o . 477, 

and received in evidence . ) 

:f.ffi. TAVENUER: (R~ad~.ng) 

" Q ~~hen did you first become acquainted with 

RIBb~NTROP? 

"A In 1935, for the f~.rst t ime . 

"Q What was the occasi on for these numerous 

meetings wi t h RIBBENTROP in 19;6? 

15 "A In 1936 we concluded the Anti-Col!lintern 

Hil Pact, which was finally si ned by Ambassador 

i i ~USr.AKOJI, but I had a good many talks on matters 

1s preceding the final settlement . 

"Q r~ad you eve:i." discussed. v!i t h 1:.r . P..ACK the 

20 subject matter of this proposed alliance ags.inst 

21 Russia wit~ Ger many? 

22 "A Yes, I ha9 discussed with him, and in 

H this r egard, if you desire, I shall t el l you of the 

24 events leading up t o this pact i n detail . I shall 

25 tell you all I k;1ow about t his pact , tncluding secret 
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the spring of 1935 , in l.ay 

5,914 . 

To start with it was i~-1 
or June , I b€lieve, t hat 

HhCK came to me and said the following was hIBBEN­

'l'l,OP' s own idea and had nothing to do with the policy 

of the Germen government, but would there not be a 

oosstbility of soma sort of defensive alliance 

against f,ussia between Germcny end Japan . ln this 

r egard they !tnew t h;i t the J apanese army had penetrated 

into 1'.snchuri& anc m1.ght have an interest in such an 

alliance - the renson for this bving that the army 

we.s on the borders of the u.s .s .R. 
"Q Did you have an idea that probably HACK 

would carry these ideas back to },IBBENTHOP? 

t'1 "A Naturally, I thought so . however, l could 

15 not definitely give any answers, unless I knew 

16 exactly how GHQ felt. 

17 "Q Continue with the story . 

18 
"A Subsequent to this hIBBEi'1tThOP said the. t 

19 he wished to see me and I met him for the very first 

20 • time at P..ACK ' s home in October of that year. At 

21 this meeting RIBBENTROP said that this we.s simply 

22 his oVln idea and he did net know hew Hitler or the 

23 Government felt about it , and he said further that 

24 he believed there would be some possibility of its 

being put into effect. However , he asked me what the 
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1 Japanese military would think about it, and I said 

2 t he.t there was no \'lay of knowing, so that he asked 

31 me to find out exactly how they would feel, and he 

4 asked mo to communicate wit~ the Japanese military 

~ a.?JA find out how they would fee l about it . I sub-

6 sequently sent the te:legram to GHQ about the matter . 

7 At this time ILIBBEl TI,O? striassed the fact the.t this 

8 was his ovm personal idea end for me not to feel bad 

9 about matters in case the German Covernment did not 

Jn back him up - i said the same thing in r egard to my 

l t own Government. 

l2 
I 
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"Q This is the second co!?lJ'llunication to Tokyo 

r el a tive to t his proposal? 

"A Yes . 

"Q Continue . 

HACK we.s at this m~ating and t~iera were 

j ust the: three of us . Followin~ thi s comr:iunicaticn 

of mine to Jepen I received the re~iY from GHQ that 

there was no overall opposition to the pr oposa l , but 

that t hey wished to l ook i nto matters mor e fully be­

fore they committed themsolircs, ar.d i n this r egar d 

they woul d send Lt . Col . WAi\Ai;ATSU of the German 

Division of GHQ . This officer arrivGd in Ber l in ).n 

early i.Jecember 1935, 1 believe , although I ~m not 
too sure of dates . During this inter im I did not 
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t have any colllJ'llunication with ;,1BBE1~Tf\OP . 

2 "Q Did you have any communication with your 

3 own Foreign G~fice r ela tive to this communication? 

"A No . This was sir·1ply a military matter. 

' Prior t o Lt . Col . WAi\A.LiATSU ' s arrivin~ in Berlin 

6 HACK came to se ~ me several t i me s and I t old him 

7 that he should weit until the arrival of tho above 

s mentioned officer . '1.hen he cnmE: I took t he Colonel 

9 to see r.IBBENThO? c.nd also Gener al BLOYBERG and 

10 ~1AKAUATSU told thorn that GHQ was in f avor of e more 

11 or l ess gener&l treety, but th&t it was his duty, 

12 as this was still given only as RibBENTHOP's per -

13 sonal idea, to find out wha t the German Government 

14 f elt about it . Also WAKA.MATSU stated thet whil e the 

15 
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Japanese Army favored it, to bring :i. t i nto fruition 

the uovernment would have to be consulted ." 

U\ . TAVENNER : I t ender in evidence prose­

cution's document 2156-C, an excerpt fro~ the i n­

terrogation of OSHIMA, for the purpos e of showing, 

one : tha t negotiations for the military pact were 

conducted t hrough military channels, and, two: that 

the Japanese .Prmy was strong enough to enforce its 

will upon the Ja,anese Government. 

~Jt . CUl~~ INGHA.hl: Objected t o unles s the 

prosecution submits the parts which ar e omitted 

... 



/ 

I . 
1 

2 

3 

4 

, I 
6 

11 
el 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

~4 

25 

5,917 

~ V ·':i ~ l occasions, t he defense may complete the in­

terrogc tions later. The objection is overruled and 

t:~ document admitted on the usual t erms. 

CLERK OF TP.E COURT: Prosecution's C'ocument 

No . 2156-C will receive exhibit No . 478. 

(Whereupon, the document above re­

ferred to w&s marked prosecution's exhibit 

No. 478, and r eceived in evid~nce . ) 

Mn. TAVENNEH: (Reading) 

"A I wish to point out to you that the Japanese 

military and naval attaches are not under the juris­

diction of the ambassador, but are directly responsi­

ble to the ~espective staff headquarters in Tokyo . 

As far as the embassy goes, they are under the am-

be.ssador, but as far as their duties go they are 

responsible to their military superiors in Tokyo . 

"Q Are they authorized by virtue of their 

position as military attache to enter into negotia­

tions with the military of another nation, looking 

towards a pect ~r a treaty or an international 

agreement betv:een the two nations? 

"A Yes, if it was a strictly military matter 

r 
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1 they may discuss t hese matters without going 

~ tiruugh the ambassador . Before l go any further 

3 .l \·/< uld l ike to stross here t hat they were sounding 

4 

51 
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<nt t iie opinion of the Japanese army and not that of 

t he Japanese government because if they had been that 

\1ould have been the e.mbassador's duty . 

" Q i s it not also a fact t hat if i.ibbentrop 

or any one else in Germany could sell the military 

of J l'.pnn on this idea that the military was then 

probably in a position whereby t hey could persuade 

the Foreign Office t o go along with the idea? 

"A Yes, t hat is one point and quite true that 

the army had enough power to very probably sell the 

pact to the J apanese government . The second point 

i s the one I stressed before that l.ibbentrop was 

not in an official capacity et th~ time . Parti cularly, 

in this point, he had seen how the Japanese army had 

taken possess ion of Manchuria a nd, therefore, 

neturally, co~cluded from that that the Japanese army 

\':ould be in the strongest position to push a t reaty 

of this type. :i. v1ould say t he t no treaty could 

pos sibly have been made on this if the ar my had not 

wished it . " 

1.lR . LOGAN: Before introducing thi s document , 

if the Tr ibuna l pl ease, I ·understood the prosecutor 
.. -- ... ------- ·--------~__........._..,_--. 
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to say t hat he was introducing it for one r eeson to 

show thct the J apanese Government at this time was 

compl e t e ly under military control . 
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Tn.E Pl1ES IDENT : The document speaks for it­

s elf . It may or may not go as far as the prosecution 

contends . 

~. LOGAN: I apprecie. te that , your !-1onor, 

but wha t I would like to know is i f t ha t is the view 

of this prosecutor who i s conduc t ing this phas e of 

t he case , or is that the view of the entire prosecution, 

because if so that is something new. 

THE PRESI:UENT : I t e.lce him to be speaking 

f or the Chief Prosecutor, the wnole prosecution, 

but he must, of course , answer for himself . 

Mh . LOGAH : Tt.en, your Honor, we understand 

t ha t as early as 1935 it is the claim of the pro-

s ecut or the Japanese Government v1as completely under 

the control of the military. 

ThE PhESII>ENT: This must not develop into 

a side ar gument . I understood you were going to 

make some ob jection. 

bit . SHH~NOUCHI: I am SHIMAIWUCHI, defens e 

counsel for the accused OSHII~. There are several 

gross errors in the J~panese text of the i nterrogation 

of OSHIL!A just r ead . Yesterday my colleague pointed 

'.--·-- '-'- ---~---___._ _____ ....__~·· -..~-· #I - ------
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out these gross mistakes to tho pr osecution section, 

but these corrections have not yet been made, and 

1 \"IOUld r espectfully r equest a ruling from the Tri­

bunal. 

THE PhES IDENT: You might enlight en us, Mr. 

,, Tavenner . Did you undertake to make any corrections'l 

7 
llh . TAVE~t':Ek : ~1 0 err ors in translations 

i:; wern ?Ointed out t o me or nny of r.iy associates . 

<J Appe.rently the matter to which he r efers is the 
I 

l P t r anslation from the English t o t he Japanese . 

1 1 1.:h. SHI?l.ANOUCHI: It i s the translation 

12 f rom English to Japanese . ~ay I point out these . 

11 
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er rors befor e the ·rribunal? 

J:'BE MONITOh: These gross errors. 

TliE PRESIDENT : They don't affect the ex­

hibit and it is a matter really for himself to 

r emedy by correcting his t ransl ation with t he ex-

hibit itself . 

r.lr • Smith . 

l.ffi . SUI TH : Your Eonor, I vrould like to make 

a point in connection wi t h t he prosecutor's sta tement 

es to what he intends t o prove by this last document, 

exhibit 478, as the exhibit, the questions and 

answers , r ef el"' to no tir-1e whatsoever , and it would 

only be by evi dence al one that you could fix the 
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t iaE nt a ll . lhat is tied in with th& prosecutor's 

~tatenent that at this time the Japanese Army was 

str cng enough to impc se its will on the civil govern­

ment . So I sugsest, your Honor, i n order t hat th~ 

natter may be made intelligent in the r ecord t hat 

t he pr osecut or ba r equir~d to r ead such additi onal 

parts of the interroga tion as '.'!ill fix t:'lc tine t o 

which t he statement refers . 

TEI: PHESlD NT: \/ell , 1 think e t some s t age 

er ot her 11€ have invited :>'OU t c stE'.te t he pur pose 

f or which yc:i t onder t!1e document, to stute t he dr i f t 

of t he docu.ment, nnd appar ently you are doing so nov1, 

but do ~rou really wish t o show that \ffie J~panose rlrmy 

v10.s in control e.nd not the government? ?er~1aps you 

1.1ould like to consid er the matter further , Er. 

Tavenner. 

"i/e vrill adjourn now until half past nine 

t or.tor ::rmr morning . 

(Vlhere:upon , e: t 1600, c.n adjour nment 

was tak~n until :'riday, 20 SGpteraber 1946 a t 

0930 . ) ·-. 

-------


