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Trans ln to d by 
Dofonae Lnngungo Branch 

INTERNATIONAL !.fl LIT .. RY TRIBU?lAL FOR THE F 'tR lUST 

THE UNITED S TAT~S O~ 

-vs-

ARAKI , Sadao . et al 

Deponont 1• KOSHI Soburo 

Ha•ing first duly sworn an oath os on attaohod ahoet 
and in a co ord an oe with the proooduro f' ol lowod in my o ountry 
I heroby dopoae as follows. 

I, KOSHI, Sabur~, am living at No.1110, Nishiuzuhoshi , 
Matsumoto City, Nagano Profocture. I o~ thirty-six years of 
ago. During tho Pooifio War I , ae the assistant Resid o nt ~f 
Asohan or tho East Coast Rosidonoy, Sumatra, Nothorl and ish 
East India, was in ehargo or tho general military r-· o r n:-rio..,· 
in this district f or three years rangin~ from Au z1 r t ~ , 1 ~4 
(Showa 17) tC' August 15, 1945 (Showa 20}. And the n frc.m t h· 
tormination t'f the wa r to tho ond or April in 1 946 (Shovrn 21 · 
when I was repa triated, I engaged myself in tho arrangemont ' 
business at Tanjon Valley or Aaahan Sub-Rosidonoy. According l y , 
I am -one ot those wh~ havo the boat kn owledgo of the conditi on 
or tho militBry government and tho real state of the general 
detention oamp, not only in Aaahnn Sub-Roeidonoy, but also in 
tho Bast Coast Rosidency. 
1. Genora 1 tro n t.mont f' or wa r• l')r is one re and internees" in 
Su:· .~ IGJl\a t r11. 

A. War-prisoners 
At the t1mo whon I nrrivod at my poet there (i~ugust 6 , 

19f20Showa 17)), the Europoan Wa r-prieoners oamp wae in tho 
vicinity of Medan. All tho native soldiers had been reloasod 
by that time except tho soldiers who came from Ambon. They 
wore kept under detenti on at Kotn Chnno beoouee their roligion 
and custom wore dif'foront fr om othore • nnd thoy had no - ·\' "' " •:· . . . 
oooupatit'ne I do not know about tho intornal affairs of tho 
camp, f' or tho administrati on or wnr-pris onors was under tho 
diroction of' tho commnndant of' tho detentiC'n o•mp nt Singapore 

- 1 .. 

./ 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7d411a/



• 

I 
,, 

"---· -

~or . Doc . 1 2 297 

and had nothing to do with t ho mt li ta r y govo rnmont. 
B. Genoral intornoee 

Tho policy oonoo rning tho tro a tment nf the intornod 
wae alway1 in aooordanco with humanity a nd the 1ntornati cnal 
law. 

Pr ovieione wo r o eupp llod with to ~d aoc ordlng to tho rule, 
oompuleory la\'tour and mistreatment wero prohibited, and punish• 
mente woro a ll dealt in tho li ght of tho law. Beeidos, p rlv~ t'> 
thing• or the interned wore permitted t o be brought in t o the 
gr e atest poaaible extont, and their remaining things and tho 
pr oporty or logal pe rs ona wore reapeotively kept and allmin11tor• 
od by the Administrati on Buro au ot Bnemy'e Asa o te ln aoo~rd anc~ 
with the proaorlbed proooduro. 

For the sake ot oonvonlonoe t or making 1tatomenta, I 1hculd 
like to dtvido into three terme the poriod ranging trom the ~ ' n~ 
time ot my arriving at the poet t o the war-end. 

The tir1t term1 Fro~ August, 1942 (Shown 17) t o Maroh, 1944 
(Showa 1 9 ) 

(a) During this term tho detontion camps were under the 
c ontrol of the J.!ilita ry Govornment Department. The y 
were located in the oitieo ot Medon , Blaetagy Shantnl, 
Binjay, Tanjon Valley . 
(1) Hospitals, hotels , ohurohe1 and private h c-ueos 

. ( roaidenoea or luropean people ) were uaed f or 
oamp buildings . 

( 2 ) The r qtion or provi1ion1, es pooially ot stap lo­
food , tor the 1ntorned was muoh largor in quantity 
than thnt tor general inhabi~ants . EvQn in th~ 
pre~r timo Sumatra .could n ot supply hors .;, l " · 
with suftioient tood•etutr and was do pond on 
upon tho imp ort from abroad. Durine; tho wn l' · 
time, tho laok of voseels and tho damogos t i 
sustained by the att ack or submarine boats 
onueod great diftl oulty in it• importation of 
f ocd. Prom a viow9oi r. t of eelf-eutfioienoy , 
wo we ro oonduoting a movomont tor a groat 
incronao in t ood•pr oduotion, but wo could no t 
got a ny n otiooablo rosult . Due to the shorta ge 
of tr3ns por ta ti~n capacity we ono ounterod ma ny 
diffioultioo ln gathering crops . Aooordingly 
wo c ou ld no t dis t ributo fo od t o inhabitants s o 
we ll. But as t or t ho rati on of food tor tho 
intornod , we did our bost to maintain tho " 
prescribed quantity. Whon thore was eh ortago .~ 
of rioo, wo always mado up fo r i t with aomo ,,1..· .. , . 

other kinds of g rain . Vegotablea wore raisod ,., , 

- 2 -

, 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7d411a/



• 
.. Dor. Doc. /J.2297 

only by a fo · nntivoo nnd s c~o Chinoso rosidonts and 
thot vory littlo. Sn wo ono">urngod vogetable•growing 
but tho r osult wns not so good . 

(S) Gone r n l intornoes woro f\ t first n ll t'lwed to carry s omo 
monoy in cash and ot hor volunb lo s . But this wa s 
r ostrictod around Uay 1 94S (3h own 18 ) duo to variOU! 
ovils which to ok plnoo in oonnootion with thom. 

(•) The intornoos wore allowed to &C shopping on a duty 
syatom and tho authorized mo rohants tc •ntor tho ~ · ·· 
compound • Tho ro r oro tho i nto rnoe a at r irs t r:tuoh . 
onjoyed thoir live s. But as ovils oamo to tako plnon 
ono aftor onothor. tho auth critioe booan o more strict 
with thom and at l ast thoso intorcoureos with outs ide 
woro prohibitod. S o was tho employment of maid ­
so r vants . 

(6) Sanita t i on 
One Euroooan d octor was nttao hod t r ovo r v doton­

ti on camp. Mild oaeos woro lo r kod aftor at tho dis~ 
ponsary in tho oamp and those with seri ous disoaso 
wero admi tted t o a hos~ital with tho pe r missi on of 
t ho r o e ponsib lo persons . At that time medical ·=-~~ .i .:: 
articles woro kept in largo quantities. 

(6) With in tho compound or tho camp evorything was trans~ 
actod by· tho internees on an nu tbnom ou s system. They 
could take re oreati on and other ne oeesary moaaures for 
soouri ng honlth at thoir cmn dov ioe. T}I~ thoro was 
anything that they f ound impos eibh fer them to d ., , tho 
the y used to send us their ro pro so ntatives and had t• 
them mako proposals t C' us. Thoy were allowed to buy 
sporting grod s . 

(7i The buildings or tho detenti on oamp were ot European 
style and Tory good tor hoalth. Their life within 
the de tenti on oamp l'ras t"lblJta lly autonomous and they 
carried on th3 educa tion of their boys and girls C 
f~ themselves• 

(8) Coneido ring distance and othor mattors we providod 
tho greatost p ossible convo nt.enco f or thoir intorv iew 
and conunu nioat ion. On ovory nati onal'. Jtcilldi.~-yttmt"Y •IWO"'BO 
permittod to soe their familios . 

(9) J apano so poraonnol oould not onter tho onmp with "'ut 
the permission or tho r e sponsible person. 

(b) Collaborators in milita r y government . 
It was tho pol1oy of militnry govornmont at that ti~o to 
have th ose wh C' v1oro c onoornod in f a rms and d octors to--1· 
voluntol"ily oo llab orRt o in tho administra tion of farms 
and i n sanitary business respeotivo ly. So several 
hund reds cf Europea n peo plo worked outside tho camp 
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• .. and still on . .:-. n l~most tho a!lmO life and atotua 
oa boforo . Such poraona wore completely proteotod from 
boing looto d by the nativoa or from tho dongersof lite, 
and wore vosted with tho outhoritativo powor oonoorning 
tho porf ormanoo of their dutioe and this powor was 
gun r antood . Some of thom wor.:> mado to stop collnbora .. 
ti on and held iil the " do ton ti on camp through the proa­
oribod formalitioa for such dpooial rea sons thnt thoy 
wont into porsonal ccnfllot with some Japanese, mado 
friction with native peoplo , did or might go Bgainst 
tho aim or ~ilitnry govorru:tent , or orton took an notion 
liab l e to b3 re ga rd ed aa being agninst tho aim. All 
oth~rs continued their lifo until tho mi litary s1tuntion 
boonmo oouto afterwards. 1~11 , oxoopt apooial parsons, 
wi llingly collaborotod in our task or ,111tary govorn­
mont. Tho heads of tho militnry government ~rtioo all 
roo ognizod , admired and approoiatod·tbo good rosults · 
of their collnborotiont. 

Tho Socond Terms Fr~n around kpril, 1944 (Showa 
19) to Ootobor or tho aamo year. 

During this torm tho 26th Army was in dirllot oharge 
of tho dotontion cnmps. This waa booo.use tho milit•rY 
situntion in tho Indian Ooo an grow gradually strained, 
and ono or two of tho dotontit'n onmpa wore rem ovod to 
tho innor l~nd. Tho tro l'\ tmont nf tho intornod was, in 
prinoiplo, the s ame · as in tho First Torm. However, it 
apponrod tho.t Lleutenanot-Colonel ShTA who newly ontorod 
u pon tho duty and somo few soldiora and civilians in · ~ 
military service were in eomo points innttontive, 
beoauso they were not accustomed to the land and could 
not Mako thomselvos understood and the surrounding 
situati~n beoome tonse. And yet the military goverm.lent 
deportment ordered them to give pe rfect assiatance',t'o 
the interned. It wns around this time when the gene r a l 
economic difficulty began to be sh own and the business 
of tho detontion co.mp began to ue;•t gradually difficult 
to l..~~.u.g13d . The officials concerned made their best 
to gathe r food-stuf'f and othe r mate rials as ne ll na to ··~" : 
mnkD oonnacti on with the mill~ary govorrunent dopartmont. 
Their oftorts woro vory improseivo. 

Owing to tho shcrtngo ot1'staf'r, part c-r the gua r d ,. 
was tilled by tho native supplemontnry soldier. 

Sinoo thon Eur opean poonlo as c ollab orators wcro 
gradually boing rop~d.cod by J apane se po oplo or tho · 
no.ti voe bacauso tho war situnt i c:-1" grow aoute. 

The "hird Torm• From a r ound Ooi)ot>or 19t4 (Sh owa · 
19) t ~ tho end or tho wfu•. 
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Durin~ this t~ rm th~ adninieto r atin& eyatom was tho samo as 
i n tho Soot\nd Term . With tho proaaing C'f tho w11 r situati on and 
the milita ry roquiromont, tho authoritios hasti l y eatablishod at 
Shilinr,olingo and Airupaminko nonr LAmtpro.pat whioh was under my 
oha r go new dotontion oampa in v•hioh all lntornoee nmounting to 
eomo 7,000 in No rth Sum o.t r n Zono wer~ t o be hold. The dotentiC'n 
onmp ot Shilingolingo w~s for tho molo , whi l e that of h irupam1nko 
wne ror the f ema le and ohildron. Tho former was no,~ly built 
f"r thl't fUrp 080 1 and tho lnttor,Jf81'0buildings whioh had boon 
uaed by a certain f o.rm . 

It ls truo that in tho both oamps livine , hC'using and 
snnito.tinn woro n C't in a satisfactory C(\ndition. Tho detontion 
oamp for tho tomalo nnd chi ldren woa in a li tt l o botto r O(\nditi on 
than that for tho male. 

I sympathized fo r the interned wh o woro living a hard life 
na fo od And C'thor mato rinls boonce son r oe . Ho•1ovor, that mu 
oouaod by the military aituntion, ~nd we 0(\uld n(\t holp it, 
I I . When ThNAEE, Commnnd o r C'f the 25th Army , ando an ins pecti on 
(a r ound Ju ne , 1945) (Sh owa20 ), t happonod to honr: him C\nd .. 
Divlsl <'n Commandor KUNOUURA talking t o oa o~ ' otho r. Tho impr~vo­
mont or t ho dote nt1(\n oamp W A S tho main subjoot of their talk. 
J~nd aoc-n aft1Jr that ti'tlo (about the middlo of July , i 946 (Sh o,.,n 
20)) Chief Staff of tho 26th Army , YAHAGl , on tho oocosion of 
hia first inspecti on , dollvorod a n add ress to tho offioinls or 
tho dotontion camp. I stood by him. In thnt address ho mad o 
romorks gonorally and minutoly on tho troQtmont of tho interned. 
Indo od, lta contonta woro baaod upon humanity and tho intorJ1t ··: ~· ·· 
na ti onal law, Ho, pc inting out tho offi oia la' ina ttentions ono l 
by ono , r o buko d them and ehowod o l oa rly tho rules or troatmont 
t o bo f ollowod. I listo no d tC1 this ndd ross which dooply touohod 
mo . So far as I know, tho ord or from abovo rolativo to tho · 
treatment or tho intornod was thoroughly basod upon tho into r·~~ 
nntiC'nal law and humanity . But I admit that, O\'f ing to tho . 
inn t tonti on C'f quito a fow oo r s(\na at tho inforior-offioos er 
t !.' spooinl situAti"'ns cf' th"'so days, thoro weeo easos Ythoro 
tho (\ rd ors ,.,o ro net po rro otly ob so rvod. 

t boliovo , howovor, that tho dotonti on oamp wn a, as a 
wh olo, in a satisf'aotC1ry conditi on prier to the Third Torm. 
III . Whon l was i n offioo , I was oallod a ~o ntloman by Buropoan 
pooplo, a Xlamat by tho native and a Tnjon (a gontloman) by 
Chinese people . At the time whe n I loft f or J apa n, I was 
spooinlly g ivon a farowoll nddross by a n English prosooutor to t ' 
the f ollowing offoot• " on behalf of eaoh Eur ope an peo~lo, I 
sh~uld liko t ~ express to you our deepes t gr a titude r ~ r Y'Ur 
treatment C'f us Europe a n pe oples durin~ the wa r." I hoar thnt 
witness Linha r c a eknow led go d nt this c ourt the goodnoas ot my 
tro ntmont of tho inte rned . In this oonnootion• I must sn y tha t 
I owe a ll my h(\nour tr- tho guid anoo nnd ins t ructi on givon by ' 
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D1v1eiC1n Commandor MUTO. Noxt , I will rofer t ~ ~y rolnti~ne ~ • t . 
• with Div h 1 on dommn :--do r MUTO. 
IV• Relnti ons between~ ond Division Commandor MUTO. 

As military govornment in Sunatrn was being portorm~d by 
... ~ ··i litnry govornmont department er tho 26th J~rm.y, a diviaiC'ln 

:. h r at tho plncn had nC1thing to do \'fith milita ry govorn­
\ont , nrr had ho o right tC' ordo r tho govorn(') r or onoh rosiden oy 
conoorning military gcvo rnmon t . /,ocordingly, Division Commandor 
MUTO hnd nothing to dCI \"ith military gC1vornmont ~n4 ~110 
dotonti:--n onmp, nor had ho nnv r?la ti cna with ao in tho Matter ,.,. 
ot Clrder nnd .'d iroctic-n. 

1 heard that Divisi on Cnmmandor MUTO arrivod at his new 
pest Cln Sumatre in tho '"liddle o f Yny, 1942 (Shown 17). Ho 
loft Sumatra tor his noxt duty early in Oot~bor, 1944 (ShCl~a 19). 
J~ooo•dini;lv , Divisit-n Commando r MUTO stnyed ~n Sunnt ra nll '..: ::-~ " 
thrcugh tho oori od cf tho abovc-monti"nod lat and 2nd Torma. 
During this poriod North Sumntra ·,ins gllnorally in a q\.1iet c-·· "1' · 
conditit"n oxoopt tho fo :-d situati on (nbnvo all rioo ). Tho pC1licy 
of the troatment,of ' tho Third Stntos ' peoplo and tho intornod 
was to havo thom c~llabnrato in military g~vo rnmont. The intern­
mont. Tho '. r.to rn.n."'n;~ life "ao still in good oonditi"n• It 
~as · not lrTI~ nrter I arrived at tho post thnt I snw Div iai ~n 
Commander MUTO for th? first timo . It ao hnpponod that 1 saw 
him when he took a rest nt the official residence or Aaahan 
Aasiatnnt Roaidont which wns l oontod in the oity of Tanjong 
Volloy . Now I sht'uld liko to atato vrhnt I remember of th oeo 
mntto rs instructed by Divisi on Commnndor MUTO every timo whon 
1 net and talked with him . 

(n) August 16, 1942 (Sh t'.'nn 17) 
(At tho hSSiatont Rosido~t'e official rosidonce in 
the city of Tonj"ng Vnlloy) 

It was right aftor my ~ rrival , and I was just t , king ovor 
tho officia l duties frc"i tho predooossM', Army Lioutonant 
Yi\l!/.DA. 1 told tho Com:nander itthnt I hod knovrn f or mysolf sinc'l 
my arrival and the CC\nditi on ~ r the lub-~esidenoy which I h~d 
l oa rnod frC\1'!'1 tho orodocesaor . Then I roquostod hi1l tn givo 'llO 

a word of i nstruoti~n which I, as Assistant Reaidont, 1 sh ~u ld 
boar in mind in ordor t (\ ca rry"" mi litary govo r llJ'!\ont . In 
o~mplinnco with my roquost ho told mo n a follows• 

(1) "During a ah~rt porii)._ of timo following tho 
ocoupati ~n of Sumotrn , a militnrv otfioor wna 
in charge ~ f ~ilitary go•ornmont. But I hcpo 
that y nu, as n civil t-ffioial, will do daringly 
vrh'\t you boliovo tho best r og'l rless,C1f' prooedonts 
set by s ol d io rs•" 
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(2) "Y ru can~ot socuro public poaoe without winning 
tho n~t1ves ' honrt, nor o~n you roalizo o.ny id~nl 
with : ut Rocuring oub lic oenco . It is n mattor C'f 
importnnoe that y~u sh~uld pay full considornti"'n 
and attention to this rospoct." 

($) " 11.s tho intorneos cf tho enomy nnt1on n ro t r be 
sympothizod r~r , y~u must lo r k ~ftor thom with 
full Ol"rnp11ssi"n . Tho l C'cnti"'n ()f tho dotent1on 
camp must bo made orudontly f or f'o ~ r lost nnv ~r ·' 
tho nativo t' r o.ny dis~raooful ono r-f' the soldiors 
sh~uld commit unlnwful aots upt'n tho intornod nnd 
thus you must seouro its safoty ." 

(b) Jnnunry 25 , 1948 (Shol'tn 18) 
(1.t tho Divisi on Commnndor ' s t"ff 1cial rosidonco in 
Modtln ) :' 1 i • r 

Ca l ling on Division Ccmmo.ndo r WUTO nt his offioinl rosid onco , 
I sot forth tho frll ow ing plo.ns which I hnd nado in aocord~noo 
with his su~ces ti rn g ivon t o mo on tho oconsi~n of hi s fi r st 
inspootinns 

To got tcgothor at ono p l o.co sovernl dotention camps thon 
sootto ro d ovo r tho oity of' To.njong Vo l loy . 

To tako moasuros conoorning thoir life , snnito.ti cn and 
ent:>rtoiru:ionts . 

To hove a Netherland doctor ro1id o outsido tho co.mp with 
his family and have his work f or tho hoalth of tho internod and 
tho natiYe . 

Ho lookad muoh pleneod with theso plnns and urged mo to 
oarry tho~ rut p r ompt ly. I added that it wns unecon om ical for 
us tC' lot tho:n idle away nt tho tino whon tho food situo.tit-n · r :· · 
g r ow v1orso . Thon ho said ti" mo, "Sine/') C"rnoulso r y l abou r is 
prohibitod aocC' rding t o tho into r natiC'na l l aw , always oncour~go ' 
thom tr r~rk vrlunta rily and de you r best supp l y tho pr osc r ibod 
quantity or food ." 

Ho a ls o t(\ld mo ns f'o ll ows s 
"In nnv countr~ a child is a tronsuro . So l ot not ohildron 

in tho dotonticn camp moraly nlny a ll day , but h~vo thoQ s~udy 
fe r thomsolvos . You may fo r thom colloat toxt borks which thoy 
poss ibly pC'ssoss in thoir rospooti10 ho~os.~ 

Ho further told me ~s follows• 
"Tho lmpori~ l hrmy must maintai n its strict militnry 

diRcip line. But since various kinds or arm~' cor ps havo C(\m o 

hore t o 8uran trn thoso days , I can n t't to ll what kind of person 
is i noludod in them . Whonovor you find anyone o.ot ind isoroot l y , 
l et mo know right aray ." 

Ho a l sr orinted ru t that wo ~ught t i" tro a t as gontl omo n 
nll intorneos wcrki ng i n the p l antnt i on or in other places, 

- 7 .. 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7d411a/



-= 

Dot. Doc. #2297 

(o) Ar(\und August 19•3 (Sh own 18) 
(~hon Division C(\mma ndor MUTO inapootod Wilholn inn 
Pall. At the Assistant Roaidont's lodging at Kisnr nn) 

I was looting forward to the inspection tour of Lioutonnnt­
Gonoral MUTO. Tho Divisi on Commandor nt hia intorTiew with me 
told the following mattorsa (1) "In ordor t n Ol\rry out military governmo'nt 

suocossfully, y(\u ~ust oush Sultan forw~rd. Y~u 
must bo always prudont whon y cu mako anv roviai on 
of the old way or ndministrati on." 

(2) "Foodatutf (rioe) is tho moat important to tho 
peoplo. So yo\\ ought t o mako gront offorts f or 
the inoroaso of food -pro4uot1 on . HC\wovor, when 
control goos too far, the circulation of food • 
stuff will bo hindorod and poop le'a oroductivo ~ ,. 
doairo will bo opp resaod ." 

(s) "You sh(\uld mnko full uao or tho oo~nom io aoti·.rity 
or Chinoao merchants . To t h is ond you must hnvo 
Chinoso merchants feel e nay." 

(4) You should oxpel bad Japanoso people from your 
juri1diotion." 

On Japan's politioa which I reforrod to , Division C(\m~n ndo r 
MUTO said, •1 do not liko the rightest wing. Japan's idea ought 
to havo more unlvorsality, The Japanes o must wo rk more an~ 
obaorvo the world. 

(b) Around September, 1944 (ShowA 19) 
(At tho timo when Di vision Com~ander MUTO mado in-
apootlons right before his start for his next post . 
At Klsaran hsaistnnt Reeident•a lod ging .) 

J\t tho timo '"hon I aaw him at lisaran :.asistni "' Rosi',,, 
lodging, he oxprossed various Clpinions, hmong thom, I ro : .. 
thoro wer& tho following wordas 

"Japan's govornmont has recently promised Ind onesians ' 
1ndopondenoe. But I f'ool oxtremoly disoournged to seo Sultana 
clinging yot t~ tho feudnliatio Sultan gove r nmont . It is 
nocoasary:· r or the militnry gove rnmont offiolnls ooncorned t " lo:\~ 
them woll. • Division Commnndor MUTO, ns I montioned just before, h~c 
nothing to do with mo c~noerning tho oom~and system nnd the 
businoss syston .. Novortholoss, I pe rsona lly and voluntnrily 
requestee Divisi on Commnndor ~UTO at ovory chnnoe to oxpross h is 
opini ons on th'l perf ormnnco ~f m ilit ~ r ,, govorn.'!lent. Based en 
those opinions I transaotod tho businosa of military govorn.~ont 
f or more than three years nnd gained good rosults. Therotoro, 
I nm still vory grntoful t o him for his guidnnoe . 

On this 12 do.y of Juno, 1947 
1~t Tokyo 

DEPONZNT /S/ KOSHI Snbur o (seal) 
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I. HL RL S~iji, horeby oortify that tho obovo atBtemo nt 

woe 1wcrn by tho Dop onont. wh o attixod his sig nnturo and 

eonl tho reto in tho prosonoe or this witnoss. 

On tho sBmo dato, at tho snmo plaoe. 

Witness s /8/ HhRA Seiji (soal) 

O~TH 

In aooordnnoe with my oonsoionoo I s~enr t ~ tell the 

wh olo truth withholding nothing and nl~ i ng n othing. 

/s/ KOSHI Snbur o (seal) 
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