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Deponent 3~ KOSHI Saburo

Heving first duly sworn an oath as on attachod shost
and in accordance with the procedure fellowed in my country
I heroby dopose as follows.

I, KOSHI, Sabur8, am living at No,1110, Nishiuzuhashi,
Matsumoto City, Nagano Prefecture. I am thirty-sirx yesrs of
ages During the Pacific War I, as the assistant Resident of
Asahan of the East Coast Rosidency, Sumatra, Nothorlandish
East India, was in charge of the genoral military ¢~ arnman’
in this district for three years ranging from Augv-t >, 1.4
(Showa 17) to August 15, 1945 (Showa 20 And then frem th
termination of the war to the ond of April in 194¢ (Showa 21
when I was repatriated, I enganged myself in tho arrangement ¢
business at Tanjon Valley of Asahan Sub-Residency. Accordingly,
I am -one of those who have the best knowledgo of the condition
of the military government and the real state of the general
detention camp, not only in Asahan Sub-Residency, but also in
the East Coast Residoney.

I, Genoral troatmont for war-nrisoneors and interneess in

SuraSematra.

A, War-prisoners
At the timo whon I arrivod at my post there (4ugust 6,

194208howa 17)), the European War-prisoners camp was in the
vicinity of Medan. All the native soldiers had been relecascd
by that time except thoe scldiers who came frem Ambon. They
wore kent under detention at Kota Chano because their roligion
and custom wore difforont from othors' and they had no : - wvn=«l
occupation, I do not know about the intornal affairs of the
camp, for the administration of war-prisonors was under the
dirocction of tho commandant of tho detention camp at Singapore
-1ﬂ
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and had nothing to do with tho military government.

B. Genoral intornces '

The policy concorning the troatment of the intorned
was always in accordance with humanity and the internaticnal
lawe

Provisions were supplicd with food according to tho rule,
compulsory labour and mistredtment were prohibited, and punish~-
ments were all dealt in tho light of the lawe. Besides, privatoe
things of the interned wore permitted to be brought in to the
groatest possible extont, and their remaining things and the
proporty of legal persons were respectively kept and administor~
ed by the Administration Bureau of Enemy's Assets in acocordancs
with the proscribed procedure.

For the sake of convenience for making statementg, I shculd
like to ddvide into three terms the poriod ranging from the %ins
time of my arriving at the post to the war-end.

The first terms From August, 1942 (Showa 17) to March, 1944
(Showa 19)

(a) During this term tho detontion camps were under the
control of the Military Government Department. They
were located in the cities of Medan, Blastagy Shantal,
Binjay, Tanjon Valley. )

(1) Hospitals, hotels, churches and private hcusos
(residences of Buropean people) were used for
camp buildings.

(2) The ration of provisions, espocially of stapla-~-
food, for the interned was much largor in quantity
than that for general inhabitants. Even in tho
pregar time BSumatra could not supply hersal®™ =
with sufficient foocde-stuff and was dopendon
upon the import from abroad. During the war -
time, the lack of vossels and the damages th
sustained by the attack of submarine boats
caused great difficulty in its importaticn of
focde From a viewpoint of self-sufficiency,
we were conducting a movemont for a great
incroaso in foodeproduction, but we could not
got any noticoable result. Due to the shortage
of transportation capacity we oncountered many
difficultios in gathering cropse. Accordingly
wo could not distribute food to inhabitants so
well, But as for tho ration of food for the
intorned, we did our best to maintain tho »
prescribed quantity. Whon thore was shortago
of rico, wo always made up for it with aomo phAT W
other kinds of grain. Vegotables wore raisod 55

"
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only by a fow natives and sone Chineso rosidonts and
that vory littles 80 wo encnuraged vegetableegrowing
but the rosult was not so good.
Goneral internces wore nt first allowed to carry some
money in cash and othor valuables. But this was
restrictod around May 1943 (Shown 18) duo to variocus
evils which took place in cennection with them.
The interncos were allowed teo go shopping on a duty
systom and the authorized merchants to énter the
compounds Therefore the intornces at first muoch
onjoyed thoir lives. But as ovils camo to take place
ono after another, the authcritios became more striot
with thom and at last those intorcourses with outside
wore prohibited. 8o was the employment of maid=-
sorvants.
Sanitation

One European dcctor was anttached tr overy doton=-
tion camp, Mild casos were locked aftor at the dis~
pensary in the camp and those with sorious disease
wero admitted to a hospital with the permission of
the responsible persons. At that time medical :rtic)
articles wore kept in large quantities.
Within tho compound of the camp everything was transe

actod by the internees on an autbnomous system« They
could take recreatiocn and other necessary moasures for
soouring health at their own device. Tlgn thore was
anything that they found impossible fcr them to do, the

they used to send us their representatives and had t!
them make proposals to us., They were allowed to buy
sporting grods.

The buildings of the detention camp were of European
style and very good for healths, Their life within
tho detention camp was tdwtally autonomous and they
carried on tha education of their boys and girls (
fdy themselves,

Considering distance and other matters we provided
tho greatost possible conventence for thoir interview
and communications On every naticnallhdlfdey tthgyveoso
permitted to sce their families,

Japanoso personnel could not enter the camp with-ut
the permission of the responsible person,

Collaboraters in military government,

It was tho polioy of military government at that timo to

have those who wore concorned in farms and doctors tool-

voluntarily collaborate in the administration of farms
and in sanitary business respectively., 8o several
hundreds of European people worked ocutside the camp

-’ 3 e
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and still oni. .4, alsmost tho samo 1life and status

as baforc. Such persons were completely protected from
boing looted by the natives or from the dangersof life,
and were vested with the authoritative powor concerning
the performance of their dutios and this power was
guarantoed. Some of thom wors made to stop collabora%
fion and héld ik thé ~detention camp through the pres-
ocribed formalities for such speocial reasons that thoy
went intoc personal cenflict with some Japanese, made
friction with nativo people, did or might go against
the aim of military government, or often took an action
liable to b2 regarded as baing against the aim, All
othars continued their 1life until thoe military situation
boeamo acuto afterwards, All, except special porsons,
willingly collaboratod in our task of military govern=
ment. The hoads of the military government office all
rocognized, admired and approciated the good rosults

of their collaborations.

Tho Second Terms From arocund April, 1944 (Showa
19) to Octcbor of the same year.

During this term the 26th irmy was in dirnot oharge
of tho dotontion camps. This was bocause tho military
situation in tho Indian Ocoan grow gradually strained,
and one or two of the doteontion camps were removod to
the inner land. Tho trontment of the interned was, in
principlo, the same:as in the Firet Torm. Howover, it
appearod that Lieutenanct-Colonel SATA who newly entored
upon the duty and somo few soldiors and civilians in "1
military service were in somo points inattentive,
because thev were not accustomed vo the land and could
not make themselves understocd and the surround ing
gituaticn beceme tense. and yet the military goverment
department ordered them to give perfect assistance 'fo
the interned. It was around this time when the general
economic difficulty began to be shown and the business
of tho detontion camp began to gsew gradually difficult
to 1benmaenged The officials concerned made their best
to gather food-stuff and other materials as well as o ma.
makp connection with the military government departmont.
Their offorts wero very improssivo.

Owing to tho shortagoe of'staff, part of the guard =
was filled by the native supplemontary soldiere.

§inco then Buropean peonle as collaborators wero
graduanlly boing ropkdced by Japanese pooplo or the
natives bocause tho war situstion grow acute .

The “hird Torms From around Octobor 1984 (Showa '
19) t» the end of tho wars
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During this torm tho administerating systom was tho samo as
in the Socond Terms With the pressing of tho war situation and
the military requirement, the authoritios hastily established at
Shilingolingoe and Airupaminke noar Lamtprapat which was under my
charge new dotonticn camps in which all intorncss amounting to
some 7,000 in North Sumatre Zono wers to be helds The dotention
camp of Shilingelingo was for the male, while that of Airupaminke
was for the female and childrens Tho former was nowly built
fer that purpose, and tho lattor werebulldings whieh had beon
used by a cortain farm,

It 18 truo that in tho both camps living, housing and
sanitotion wore not in a satisfactory conditions. The detention
camp for the femalo and childron was in a little botter ocondition
than that for tho male.

I sympathized for the intorned who were living a hard life
as food and othor matorials bocame scarce. Howoever, that was
caused by the military situation, and we could not help i¢t,

I1. When TANAEE, Commandor of the 25th Army, mado an inspecticn
(around June, 1945) (8hown20), I happoned to hear him and
Division Commandor KUNOMURA talking to oach othere Tho improvo=
moent of tho detention camp was tho main subject of thelr talk,
And soen after that time (about the middle of July, 1945 (Showa
20)) Chief Staff of the 25th Army, YAHAGI, on the occasion of
his first inspection, doliverod an address to tho officials of
tho detontion campe I stood by hime In that addross he mado
romarks gonerally and minutely on tho troatmont of the interned.
Indood, its contonts wore basod upon humanity and the intorm i!-~
national lawy, He, peinting out tho officials' inattentions ono |
by cne, robukod them and showod cloarly the rules of troatmont
to bo followede I listonod to this addross which dooply touched
moes 8o far as I know, tho ordor from above rolative te the
troatmont of tho intorned was thoroughly basod upon the intorw:.*
naticnal law and humanity. But I admit that, owing to tho,
inattontion of quito a few porsons at the inforior-officos or

to spocial situatirns cf th~so days, thoro wero casos whero

the ordores were nct parfeotly obsorved.

I boliove, howover, that tho dotontion camp wns, a& a
wholo, in a satisfaotory condition pricr to the Third Term,

111, Whon I was in offico, I was ocalled a gentloman by European
poople, a Klamat by tho native and na Tajon ?n gontloman) by
Chinese peoples At the time whon I left for Japan, I was
specinlly givon a farewell address by an English prosecutor to t
the following offects "on behalf of eaoch European pecple, I
sheculd like tc express to you our deopest gratitude for your
troatment of us Buropean peocples during the war."™ I homr that
witness Linhare acknowledged at this court the goodnoss of my
troatment of the interned, In this conncotion, I must say that
I owe all my honour te the guidance and instruction given by

»'§
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Division Commandor MUTO. Next, I will rofer to my rclations wit.
with Division Oommandor MUTD,
IV, Relations between:k and Division Commander MUTO.
As military government in Sumatra was being performed by
* o »i1litary government department of tho 25th LArmy, a division
ye .l1ar at the placo had nothing to do with military govorn=
ioent, ner had he n right tc ordor the govornor of each rosidency
concerning military gevernmont. Lhocordingly, Division Commandor
MUTO had nothing to do with military govornmont and the
dotention camp, nor had he any rolaticns with me in thoe matter -
of order and’direction,
I heard that Division Commander MUTO arrivod at his new
pest on Sumatre in the middle of May, 1942 (Showa 17). He
loft Sumatra for his noxt duty early in Octobor, 1944 (Showa 19).
Locopdingly, Divisicn Commande r MUTO stayed on Sumatra all Lt:=tu
through the neriod of tho above -monticned lst and 2nd Terms.
During this poriod North Sumatra was gonorally in a quiet e~ T3%”
conditien excopt the focd situation (above all rico)s Tho poliey
of the troatment+6f tho Third Statos' people and tho interned
was to have them ocrllaborate in military governmonte. The intern=-
mont., The “ntermnaoni 1life was still in goéd condition. It
waginot long after I arrived at the post that I saw Division
Commander MUTO for the first time. It so happonod that 1 saw
him when he took a rest at the officinl residence of Asahan
Assigtant Rosidont which was located in the oity of Tanjong
Valloy. Now I should like to state what 1 remember of thoso
matters instructed by Division Commander MUTO every timo whon
1 net and talked with him.
(a) August 16, 1942 (8howa 17)
(At tho Assistant Rosidont's official residence in
the city of Tanjong Valley)
It was right aftor my arrival, and I was just taking over
the official duties frecn the predocesscr, Army Lioutenant
YAMADAe. I t0ld the Commander what I had known for mysolf since
my arrival and the condition of the Sub-Residenoy which I had
loarnod from tho nrodecessors Then I roquostod him to givo mo
e word of instructicn which I, as Assistant Residont,, should
boar in mind in ordoer to carry on military government. In
compliance with my roquest he tcld mo as followss
"During a shcrt porioed of timo following tho
ocoupatirn of Sumatra, a militarv of ficor was
in charge ~f military government. But I hcpe
that you, as a civil cofficial, will do daringly
what you boliove the best regarless,of procedents
set by scldiers."
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(2) "You cannot socure public poace without winning
the nntives' heart, nor can you roalize any ideal
without socuring vublic pencos It is o mattor of
importance that you sh~uld pay full congideratinsn
and attention to this respoct,"

"As the internees cf tho enomy nation are tr be
sympathized for, you must lork after them with
full oempassirn. Tho location of tho dotention
camp nmust be made prudently for fear lest any of
the native cor any disgraceful nne of the soldiors
should commit unlawful ancts upen the intorned and
thus you must securo its safoty.”

(b) January 25, 1943 (Showa 18)

(4t the Division Commandoer's official rosidenco in

Modan) 2-1'4rn: - .- ' .

Calling on Division Commander MUTO at his offioial rosidonco,
I sot ferth the fellowing plans which I had made in accordance -*
with his sugpesticn given to mo on tho ncoasisn of his first
inspooctiong

To got tegother &t one placo several detention camps then
scattered over the city of Tanjong Valley.

To tako moasures concerning thoir 1life, sanitation and
entortainmonts.

To have a Netherland doctor reside outside tho camp with
his family and have his work for tho hoalth of tho interned and
tho native.,

Ho lookod much pleased with these plans and urged mo to
carry thom rut promptly..I added that it was uneconomical for
us to lot thom idle away at tho timo whon tho food situaticn S prig
grow worses Thon ho said tr ma, "Sinco cempulsory labour is
prohibited according to tho international law, always oncoursge-
thom te work voluntarily and do your best supply tho proscriboed
quantity of food."

Ho also told mo as followss

"In anv country a child is a troasure. 8o let not childroen
in tho detonticn camp morely nlay all day, btut havo them study
fer thomselvose. You may for thom collect toxt borks which thoy
possibly possess in thoir rospoctive homos."

He further told me as followss :

"The Imporinl Army must maintain its strict military
discipline., But since various kinds of army corps have come
hore to Sumatra. theso days, I can not toll what kind of person
is includod in theme. Whenever you find anyone act indiscrootly,
let mo know right away."

Ho alsr pcinted cut that wo ought to troat as gontlemon
nll internces werking in the plantation or in other places,
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(o) 4round August 1943 (Showa 18)

(Yhen Division Commander MUTO {nspected Wilholmina

Fall, At the Assistant Rosidont's lodging at Kisaran)

I was looking ferward to the inspection tour of Lioutenant=
Gonoral MUTO. The Division Commander at his intorview with me
told the following matterss

(1) "In order to carry out military government
successfully, ycu must oush Sultan forwarde You
must be nlways prudont when ycu make any revision
of the old way of administration.”

(2) "Foodstuff (rice ) is the most important to tho
people. 8o you ought to make groant efforts for
the increaso of food =production, Hewevor, when
control goos too far, the circulation of food=
stuff will be hindored and poople 's productive
dosire will be oppressed.”

"You should make full uso of the aconomic aotivity
of Chinose merchantse To this ond you must have
Chinose merchants feel easys"

(4) You should expel bad Japanese people from your
jurisdiction.” '

On Japan's politics which I reforred to, Division Commandor
MUTO said, "I do not liko the rightest winge Japan's idea ought
to have more universality, The Japanese must work more and
obsorve the worlde

(b) Around September, 1944 (8howa 19)

(At the timo when Division Commander MUTO mado in=

spections right before his start for his next poste

At Fisaran Assistant Resident's lodginge )

At the time whon I saw him at Kisaran 4Assista: * Resido.
lodging, he oxprossed various cpinions, Among thom, I ro:.
thore were tho following wordss

"Japan's government has recently promised Indonesians'
indopondenco. But I feel extremoly discouraged to seo Sultans
clinging yet to the foeudalistic Sultan governmonte. It is
nocessary for the military governmont of ficials concerned o loa?
them woll,"

Division Commander MUTO, as I montioned just before, had
nothing to deo with mo concerning the command system and tho
businoss systone Novortholoss, I personally and voluntarily
requested Divisicn Commandor MUTO at evory chance to oxpross his
opinions on tho performanco of militarv governmente. Based cn
those opinicns I transactod tho businoss of military governnoht
for more than three yoars and gained good reasultse, Thereoforo,

I am still very gratoful to him for his guidance.

On this 12 day of Juno, 1947

At Tokyo

DEPONZNT /8/ KOSHI Sabure (seal)
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1, HLRL 84131, horeby certify that the above statemont
was sworn by tho Depcnont, who affixod his signaturo and

sonl thereto in the prosonce of this witnoas,

On the samo date, at tho same place.

Witnesss /8/ HARA Seiji (seal)

OLTH
In accordance with my conscionce I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and ad.ing nothing.

/8/ KOSHI Saburc (seal)
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