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PEF.SONAL HI~TORY 

My name is Klans A. de l!fo0rd. I nm o Major 1n the &\rtill~rl 

of the r 3sarvc of the Roy~ l N~th ~rlands Indies Army. 

I wns born in Roormond, Limburg, the Netherlands, on 6 Apr1.l 

1904. I ~m of Nctt.orlonds n'ltion:ility. 

l'lftor having studied l~w t.lt the University of Leiden (the. 

Netherlnnds) I cnt.Jr~d J lawyers' office nt Sourobr.iyn (Java) on 

28 ,\ugust 1929 and prnc-tisod in the Lm'T Courts of East-Javn, Bali 

and the South E~st of Born00 until the middle of 1937. 

In 1938, ::lftcr h:"lving ba~n on l u··ve in thcr Netherlands, I 

w~s employed for no~rly ~ ye~r in the L~bour Office (Labour 

Legisl~tion Section) of the Dapartmant of Justice of the Nether­

l~nds Indies GovdrnmJnt ~ t B1t 3via. From the beginning of 1939 

I enter ed into p~rtnorship inn ln~zy~rs' office'~ t Medan (Sumatra 

On the 12th ef D'3cemb-.)r 1941 I was mobilized as an officer 

of the r eserve of the Roy3l Neth0rl3nds Indies ~rmy and served a~ 

such with the St~ff of the First Division in West-Jav3. 

i\ft~r the c3p:t-cul ":ti on of tho Royal l'!e t~12 ~ l~ nds Indies 1\rmy, 

I became a r>r:i.~~: 1,: r of W::l r of th'-' J~' o:ino c:;c r.u1i •;;n !; confined in 

severil 03mps ~.r. ~· '::.: st-Java unti~ th0 ti idcl: .. · 01' Sept ember 1945. 

From the b3g:!.~v ;1:t; <'f this p:n·iQrl I .1e: .. ,nd '11'-: r' .l:i,, translator of 

the J~va n,;··sr:~o:rs in tho !'inl ay .'.n r.~~1nr;..-:: . The Jripnnose camp · 

authorities :illowcd ~'-~lay l ongm go n~wspnp,;rs to be brought int• 

th~ onmps unt~l th~ ~nd of Jnnu.~ ry 1944. 

Aa tho s1.tu1tion in the islands inter ested m.J in p3rticl;llnr 

I spent much t1m0 i n tr~nsl~ting these items extensively into 

Dutch nnd, togoth.:; r w\th sevcrnl friends, I indexed thase dnta 

according to personnlittes ~nd to subjects. 

Our intention w~s to pr~p3re sever al studies conc~~ning the 

Jnpnnese ~cupation, treating subjects such ~s ~dministration 

Propagnnda, Civil Affairs, C~ntr~l Government, Labour, Policy, 

etc. ns well ss to gather personal data about Japanese authoriti 
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I had already prepared notes for sever nl of thesQ studies when 

it beoat'le 1ncre3singly difficult to keon this work se::r ot trom 

the J~pane se guards. ~s in Jnnu~ry 194~ it bec3mc cle~r th3t 

we v1ould shortly be 01ov~d to another c:tmp W<3 soldered eopies of 

our cGmpilntions ind indexas in tins ~nd buried them in various 

places in th~ camp grounds. 

From February 1944 until September 194, I kept abr~ast ot 

actual developments in the Neth0rlnnds ~1st Indies by r ending 

M~lay or (tr~nsla ted) J~p~no se l 3nguogo newspapers occ3sionally 

smuggled in, and by listening-in secretly te the Jopnnese local 

broadc~ sts in Malay. During that period ! ·continually exchangec 

inform-:ition ond observations with new rtrrivals and thrEtugh every 

other cn~nnol ~V3il~ble . 

After l' ~ugust 194' I once more r egularly r eceived M3 l ay 

newspapers nnd in tho b0ginning of Scpt \)mber 1945 I r ecover ed one 

cornpla t e copy of my compil ntions ~nd indexes from their hiding 

place. In tha middle of th~ s~mc month I was r al aased from the 

prison camp !lnd ·:ms nssigned to the Political Sect1.on of the 

Chief Com~nnding Offic3r of the N.t.c.~. (Netherl~nds Indies 

Civil '.dministr~tion), ln t er cnllod the .\ 11 i od Military fi.dminis­

tr~ t lon Civil Aff~irs Br~nch, for Java , in order to complet e my 

work of collecting dnta about tho Jap1n~se occup~ tion. A spaciar 

section with n staff of t v1enty w::is cra3tad for this purpose under 

my directi on; this section b~c~m~ a speci~l brnnch of 

Netherlands F·orccs Intclligcmce Service (Hendqunrters :i t Batavia) 

in Jnnu~ry 1946. 

In C~QS3 cooparation with the J3ponGsc ~ffairs Section of 

said N.E.F.I.s., with s .E.\.T. I .C. (South E~st ~sia Translators 

ond IntcrprGt '3rs' Corps ) ::lnd other offices nnd burc:.i us I col­

loctod such d:lt n r eg:1rdln6 t>ho J'a~a,_o .. o oc.eup!lt1on as w'cr e 

avallnblc . Th~ sc d~tn v10r 0 cont'lined in, inter nl1a, tho 

practically complat e newspapers ond the complete Official Gazette 

"Osamu Kon Po" of the 16th r.rmy in Java , and a fairly complot e 

' 
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set of th0 of fici~. 1 ~'J zc t t~s of tr.o oth~ r t r. l"lnnf', --11 t .., _, ~u.rinr, 

the occupntion ?~riod, fUrther r Gports ~ nd surv3ys by JnpAnese, 

Dutch, Indonesir.n nnd oth1r m111t:lry "lnd. ctvilinn 3uthor1t1es 

and privn t~ p~rsons, seizJd J~p~nes~ end M..'1 lny offic1~1 ~nd non­

officin l docureJnts, intcrro~~ tions of Jop~ncse nnd Indon~sian 

nuthorit1es, Gtc. 
In Hny 1946 I joined the Office of th.J t\ttornay Gcnornl, 

Noth~rlonds East Indi~ s, with t hG sp~cial t~sk of collecting such 

documents ~s would ba n~ ~d~d for thJ pr~pnrntion of the Prosecu­

tion of sus')ect;3d Jnp~noso Mnjor Wor Criminnls before the Inter­

nntiona l .Mtlit3ry Tribunnl ~ t Tokyo '\nd in this c~p~city I con­

tinued my ·Hork of coll~ cting d'\tc on the J '1JJ() nesc occupa tion of 

the E':lst Indi€s. 

In the middle of Scpt~mbeT 1946 I orrived '1t To~/O as n 

represent~tive of tho ~ttorney Gcne r~l, Neth~rlnnds East Indies, 

to continue ~Y s~~rch for fUrth )r d':ltn her~ . 

From this collected inforro·1 tion I h".\VO pr~ !Y1rod the :.ittnch3d 

r eport, entitled: "tho Jap:mcso occu?::i tion of the Netherlnnds 

IndiGsn. 
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My name is Kla3s A. de '!foord. I nm o Major in the l\rt111~~ 

of the r 3serve of the Royal Noth·)rlands Indies Army. 

I wns born in Roormond, Limburg, the Netherlands, on 6 Aprtl 

1904. I nm of Neth'Jrlonds n~tionolity. 

hftor having studil3d l :1W at the University of Leiden (:the. 

Netherl~nds) I cnt0r cd 1 lawyers' office nt Sournb~yn (Java) on 

28 .\ugust 1929 ::ind prnc-tiscd in the Lm'1 Courts of East-~ava, Bali 

and the South E~st of Rornoo until the middle of 1937. 

In 1938, ::tftcr h:-1ving baen on l 13··ve in th<? Netherlands, I 

w~s employed for no~rly ~ ye~r in the L~bour Office (Labour 

Legisl~t1on Section) of the Depnrtmont of Justi~e of the Nether­

l~nds Indies GovarnmJnt ~t B~ t~v1a. From the beginning of 1939 

I enter ed into p:trtnorsh:lp in ~ l :r:1ysrs' of fice· ~t Medan (Sumatra 

On the 12th •f D1.1cemb.:ir 1941 I vras mobilized as an officer 

of th~ r oserve of tho Royal Neth0rlands Indies ~rmy 3nd served a~ 

such with the St~ff of the First Div1.sion in West-Java. 

!\ft~r the c3p:t-tul~ t1on of the Royal f'!e t ~1::> ~ 1'1nds Indies t\rmy, 

I became o pri.~~~ 1-.;r of W'.l r of th.J J:1 '0'.1110 '>C r.u•:l •:;n~ confined in 
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authorities nllO',rcd ~'-nlay langmgc n :?wspnp,;rs to be brought int• 

the onmps unt1,l th~ end of Jrlnu1ry 1944. 

Aa the si.tu,tion in the isl<:l nds inter est ed m0 in p3rticulnr 

I s 9ent much timo in trnnsl~ting these items extensively into 

Dutch nnd, togcth.:; r w\th sevornl friends, I indexed these dotn 

3ecording to personnlities ~nd to subjects. 

Our intention w~s to prep3r e s ever ol studies conce~ning the 

Jn}Xlnese ~c~pation, treating subjects such as ~dministratipn 

Propagnnda , Civil Affairs, C~ntr3l Government, Labour, Policy, 
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I had already prepar ed notes for seyer nl of these studies when 

it beoal'le incra3singly difficult to keon this work secret trom 

th~ J~panese guards. ~s in Janu~ry 1944 it became cle3r that 

we would shortly be wov~d to another c3mp w~ soldered eopies of 

our c~mpilntions ~nd indexes in tins ana. buried them in various 

places in tho camp grounds. 

From February 1944 until September 1945 I kept abreast ot 

octual developments in the Neth0rl~nds B~st Indies by r eading 

M~l~y or (tr~nslated) Jnp~no se l 3nguagc newspapers occ3sionally 

smuggled in, and by listening-in secretly te the Japanese local 

broadct:l sts in Mal~y. During that period I continually exchanget 

inform<ition ond observations with new "\rriv1ls and thr~ugh every 

other ch:lnn3l ~V31lnblg . 

Aftor 15 ~-ugust 1945 I once more r egularly r eceived Malay 

newspapers nnd in the boginning of Septumber 1945 I recovered one 

complet e copy of my cornpilntions ~nd indexes from their hiding · 

place . In the middle of tha s~mc month I wos ralc~sed from the 

prison cnmp !lnd ·:ms nss igned to the Political Sect~.on of the 

Chief Commnnding Offic3r of the N.t.c. ~ . (Netherl~nds Indies 

Civil '.dministrntion), l a t ar called the .\ lliod Military Adminis­

trntton Civil Aff~irs Br~nch, for Java , in order to complet e my 

work of collecting dnta about tho Jap~n~se occup~tion. ~ spaciar 

section with n staff of twenty w::is cra3t ed for this purpose under 

my directi on; this section bocnm~ a special branch of 

Netherlands l''orccs Intelligence Service (Hendquarters 3t Batavia) 

in Jnnu~ry 1946. 

In ciosc coop3ration with tho J~panosa Affairs Section of 

snid N.E.F.t.s., with s.E. \.T.I.C. (South E~st \sia Translators 

and InterprGt ers' Corps) ~nd other offices and burc~us I ool­

l octcd such d~tn r eg:lrdlng ~ho jC\ltGftO•O oecUp!lt1on as w'cre 

avnllablc. These d~tn wor e cont~ined in, inter n11a, the 

practically complet e nnwspapers nnd the complet e Official Gazette 

"Osnmu Kon Po" of the 16th r .. rmy in Java , and a fa 1rly complote 
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set of the official gazettes of the other islands, edited during 

the occupotion ?~riod, rurther r 3ports ind surveys by Japanese , 

Dutch, Indonesir.n ~nd othJr military ~ntl ctvilinn 3uthorities 

and privnt o p~rsons, seiz~d J~p~ne s~ nn.d M:1loy offici~l 3nd non­

offici~ l docum~nts, intorro~~tions of Jop~ncse nnd Indonosian 

nuthorit1es , etc. 
In Moy 1946 I joined the Office of th~ tLttorney Gencrnl, 

Neth~rlnnds E~ st Indi~ s, with the sp3cia l t~sk of collecting such 

documents ~s would ba n~~d~d for th3 prap~rntion of the Prosecu­

tion of sus~ect8d Jap~n~se Iinjor War Crimirmls before the Inter­

nntionol Mtlitary Tribunnl ~t Tokyo ~nd in this c~p:icity I con­

tinued my work of coll~cting d~tc on the J,~nesc occupation of 

the E::lst Indies. 
In the ~iddle of Scpt0mber 1946 I arrived ~t Tokyo as a 

r epresentative of tho ~ttorney Gcner~l, Nethcrlnnds East Indies, 

to continue ~Y s~nrch for furth Jr d~tn her~ . 

From this collected inforn1:1tion I h':\VO pr~!K\rcd the r:ittnch3d 

r eport, entitled: "tho J np:mcso occu-p.1 tion of the Netherl:-inds 

Indi~s". 


