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My name is Klaas A, de Weord, I am a Major in the Art1113r$-
of the rescrve of the Royal Noth:rlands Indles Army.

I was born in Roermond, Limburg, the Netherlands, on 6 April
1904. I am of Nctherlands nationality.
After having studiecd law at the University of Leiden (the

Netherlands) I ontorad a lawyers' office nt Sourabaya (Java) on
28 August 1929 and practised in the Law Courts of East-Java, Balil
and the South East of Bornco until the middle of 1937.

In 1938, aftcr having baen on le've in the Netherlands, I
was employed for ncearly a year 1ﬁ the Labour Office (Labour 2
Legislution Scetion) of the Department of Justice of the Nether- ‘
lands Indiecs Governmant at Batavia., From the beginning of 1939
I entered into martnarship in a lawyzrs! office at HMedan (Sumatra

On the 12th ef Decembor 1941 I wvas mobilized as an officer
of the reserve of the Royal Nethorlands Indies Army and served as
such with thc Staff of the First Division in West-Java.

After the capitulation of the Royal Netho»lands Indies Army,
I beeamec a nrisciwr of war of tho Jaoancse ard was confined in
several ocamps ir YVist-Java until the widdl- of September 1945,
From the bogiw iig of this period T ached as Jawp translator of
the Java nerspnosrs in the lialay rangangs. The Japanese camp
authorities allovnd “alay language nawspapars to be brought inte
th: camps until th> c¢nd of January 1944,

Ags thec situntion in the 1slands intercsted me in particular

T spent much time in translating these items extensively into
Dutch and, togcther with several friends, I indexed these data

according to personalities and to subjeets.,

Our intcention was to prepare several studies concerning the

Japanese occupation, treating subjects such as Administratipn

Propaganda, Civil Affairs, Contral Government, Labour, Pplicy,

ete. as well as to gather personal data about Japanese authoriti
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I had already preparcd notes for several of these studics when
it became increasingly difficult to kecn this work secret from
the Japanese guards. 4s in January 1944 it became clear that
we would shortly be moved to another camp w2 soldered eopies of
our compilations and indexes in tins and buried them in various
places in the camp grounds,

From February 1944 until Scptember 1945 I kzpt abreast of
actual developments in the Netherlands ®ast Indies by reading
Malay or (translated) Japancse language newspapers occasionally
smuggled in, and by listening-in secretly ts the Japanese local
broadeasts in Malay, During that period I eontinually exchangeé
information and observations with new arrivals and threugh cvery
other channzl available,

After 15 “ugust 1945 I once morc rcgularly recceived Malay
nowspapers and in the boginning of Scptember 1945 I recovered one
complete copy of my compilations and indexcs from their hiding
place. In the middle of the same month I was relcased from the
prison camp and as assigned to the Political Section of the
Chief Commnding Officar of the N.I.C.A. (Netherlands Indies
Civil “dministration), later called the Allicd Military Adminis-
tration Civil Affairs Branch, for Java, in order to complete my
work of collecting dnta about the Japan2se occupation. A special
seetion with a staff of twenty was erzated for this purpose under
my direction; this scetion boeame a speeial branch of
Netherlands Foreces Intolligence Service (Hendquarters at Batavia)
in Janu~ary 1946,

In clesz coopsration with the Japancese Affairs Section of
said N,E.F.I.S., with S.E.\A.T.T.C. (South Enst isia Trans;ators
and Interprcters! Corps) and other offices and burcaus I 001-
lectod such datn regarding the Jepanmoms oceupation as were
availlable, These data were contained in, inter alla, the
practically complate newspapers and the complete Official Gazette
"0gamu Kan Po" of the 16th Army in Jaﬁa, and a fairly complecte




set of the of ficinl gnzettzs of thz other 1{¢1ands, “11t-4 during

the occupation pcriod, further reports and surveys by Japancse,
Dutch, Indonesinan and othor military and civilian authorities
and private psrsons, seizod Japanesa ond Malay official and non-

officinl documants, intcrrosntions of Japnnecse and Indoncsian

nuthorities, ctec.
In May 1946 I joined the Officc of the Attorney General,
Nothsrlands East Indics, with the spzeial task of collecting such

documents ~s would be ncodad for tho preparation of the Prosccu-

tion of susnectad Japanesc Ilnjor War Criminals beforc the Inter-

national Military Tribunal at Tokyo and in this capacity I con-

tinued my work of collaceting data on the Japanesc occupation of

the BEast Indies.
In the middle of Scptember 1946 I arrived nt Tokyo as a

repraesentative of the Attorney General, Nethcrlands East Indies,

to continue my soarch for furth:r data here.

Trom this collectcd information T have preoared the attached

report, entitled: "the Japinesa occupation of the Netherlands

Indizs".
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I had already preparcd notes for several of these studices when
it became increasingly difficult to kecon this work secrect from
tha Japanese guards. As in January 1944 it became clear that
we would shortly be moved to another ecamp w2 soldered eopies of
our cempilations and indexes in tins and buried them in various
places in the camp grounds.,

From February 1944 until Sceptember 1945 I kept abreast of
actual developments in the Netherlands Bast Indies by reading
Malay or (translated) Japancse languagce newspapers occasionally
smuggled in, and by listening-in secrctly ta the Japanese local
broadeasts in Malay, During that period I continually exchangeé
information and observations with new arrivals and threugh cvery
other channel available,

After 15 August 1945 I once morc rcgularly reeeived Mﬁlay _
nowspapers and in the bnginning of September 1945 I recovered one
complete copy of my compilations and indexcs from their hiding
place, In the middle of the samc month I was relecased from the
prison camp and "7as assigned to the Political Section of the
Chief Commanding Officar of the N.T.C.A. (Netherlands Indies
Civil “dministration), later called the \llicd Military Adminis-
tration Civil Affairs Branch, for Java, in order to complcte my
work of colleceting dnta about the Japan2se occupation. A special
secetion with a staff of twenty was crzated for this purpose under
my direction; this scetion boeame a speceinl branch of
Netherlands Forces Intclligence Service (Hendquarters at Batavia)
in Janunry 1946.

In clesc cooperation with the Japanese Affairs Section of
said N.E.F.I.S., with S.E.A.T.I.C. (South Enst isia Trans%ators
and Interprsters! Corps) and other offices and burcaus I col-
lected such data regarding the Jopamems occupntlon as were
available. Thesc data were contained in, inter alia, the
practically complate ncwspapers and the complete Official Gazette
"osamu Kan Po" of the 16th Army in Java, and a fairly complote
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set of the official gazettes of the other islands, cdited during

the occupation pcriod, further reports 2nd surveys by Japancse,
Dutch, Indonesinn and othar military and civilian authorities
and private persons, seizad Japnanese and Malay official and non-
officinl documents, intcrrosntions of Japhnese and Indoncsian
nuthorities, ctc.

In May 1946 I joined the office of the Attorney General,
Nothorlands East Indics, with the spacial task of collecting such
documents s would bz ncodad for the preparation of the Prosecu-
tion of susnected Japanesc iajor War Criminnls beforec the Inter-
national Military Tribunal ot Tokyo nnd in this capacity I con=-
tinued my work of collceting data on the Japanese occupation pf

the BEast Indies.
In the middle of Scptember 1946 I arrived at Tokyo as a

representative of the Attorney General, Nethcrlands East Indies,
to continue my scarch for furth:r data herc.
From this collected jnformition I have prepared the attached

report, entitled: "the Japanesa occupartion of the Netherlands

Indizs".
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