E%6do |

Doc. No. 1383-C _ Page 1

Telegran No, 273, addressed to Ambassador KATO
in France, sent July 12, 1941. g

l. In order to meet the serious international circum-
stances of th: recent days and to make headway to establish
the East Asia Co=-prosperity sphere, the Japanese Government
has decided in the Cabinet Councll to take possession of
military bases and to dispatch Japanese forces to South
French Indo-China. And now we are golng to make a proposal
to that effect to the French Government. This decision was
made by the Jananese Governnent with firm determination to
realize it in spite of any hinderances by Britain and America
and even if the French Government or the authority of French
Indo-China onnose it, we are to force earrying it out.

2. Though the relations between Japan and French
Indo-China have been immroved gradually since last year,
they are not yet satisfactory. And when Britain and America
are going to enforce their boycott a%ainst Japan, unless we
secure solid ground in South French Indo-China on this very
occasion, it will be impossible, after all, to have her act
entirely in concert with us., We feel that our requirement
at this time to press her again to do the difficult thing
in spite of her revmeated coneiliatlon, and we truly do not
want this, and taking into consideration the recent attitude
of France in avproaching the axis powers, there might occur
delicate relations. For all these facts, Japan is compelled
to ta¥e this measure for her self-existence and self-defense
and for »ursuing her Southern nolicy.

3. I wish you, (Ambassador KATO), to open negotistion
=t once with the French. Once, in a general exnlanation
covering the joint-defense to the advance of the Japanese
forces, you will make the nronosal of telegram No. 274 and
receive her answer, yes or no, during the 20th, Japanese
time. In various relations, {t ie most preferable for us
that France give her consent to our requirement enabling
us to disptach military forces in the gorm of peaceful occu=-
pation. However, if e do not make haste, it will give
her a chance to prolong the negotiation and in:- the mean-
~hile Britain and America will make a fuss about it, which
we must avoid to the utmost, e wish you to negotiate with
her as fast as possible to force her to give a yes or no
by the above-mentioned date at the latest. When she agrees
to it you will exchange immediately with her the document
shown in separate telegram No, 276. (Now, the military
authority is gradually orevaring to start on about the 20th
which date, 1n relation to streotegy, 1s absolutely 1mnossibie
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to bho changed. If France agrees to it by that time, it will
becone a peaceful -dvance, and if not, a military occuvation.
~ I inform you just for your understanding only.)

4. This reomirecnment of ours is done with an extra-
ordinary firm resolution. You shall have France recognize
thoroughly that if she refuses it and Japan has her troops
advance ‘from her own standnoint, it is possible that a grave
change might cccur to the situaﬂion of French Indo-China.

It 1s needless to mention, if she gives consent to it,

we are rcady Lo secure solemnly the territorial integrity

of French Indo-China and sovereignty of France over it. Even
this pronosal in itself, from another angle, is made from

our innost feeling to fulfil this responsibility. You nay
utilize fully this noint in persuading her. When she con-
sents to 1t, cf course, we shall kindly afford facilities

to supply goods and arms to French Indo-China as well as to

axis powers.

9. Fron the conclusion of MATSUOKA - "Henri™ Arrange-
ment last year until the recent conclusion of the Franco-
Japan Protocol and Xconomical Agreement, France has sincercly
been endeavoring to anproach Japan. But now again, with
such a4 military requirement being.provosed, France will prob-
ably feel it os beyond her expectation. It is, however,
the necessary measures due to the said serious circumstances
of the recent days and you will have it understood fully by
France that it is not because we intend to infringe boldly
upon her sovereignty.

5. "Henri", the Arbassador to Tokyo, is suspected to
belong to the "deGaulle" faction and it is a fact that
contents of negotiation between the Japanese Government and
him are secretly being informed immediately to the American
and to the British Ambassadors to Japan, Therefore, this
time, the ncgotiation is to be m:de at your place. As the
matter is of great importance, I wish, you will negotiate
directly with Mershal rFetain, Of course, according to the
conditions in the Frerch Governnent, it cannot be helped that
you may have to negotizte with Darlan, Further, if this
pronosal leaks out to British-American side, only involved
difficulties are feared to teke nleoce uselessly, I wish
you will give strict notice to the French Government to take
full caution, Plecse telegram message to Germany, too.
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Ty "LYASTI Imoru herely cervily That I iclally conmetod .ith
the Jopaneso Goverizens in %ho follo.in, eryaeity Ciilel of ihe
Arehives Soction, Japonese Forei Gh Oflice and that as sueh ofiieicl I
aave custody ol the doewent aersio atviacned conistan; of 12 p.-es
cate d 12 July 1211 and deseribed as follo.s: Taole _rai ie 273
l'os 274 dcted 12 Jaly 1921 0.2 Torel n Idnister IATSUOTA to Aubassador
SATO in Framnce. I fTurtier cowtily That {the atiached reecord cnd
docwiont is an official doswiont of tiie Japancse Covernent, and thot
it is part of the official areiives an® fi les of the follo.ing nciyed
ministry or Cepcriiens (specifyin, also the file nu abor or eitation,
if any, or eny other official Cesignation of %he regulcor location of
vhe docwient in the archivas or 2ilec)s

Joreisn IHuistr:
Sisned at Tolyro on this
271 Day of Sent. 1945 Sl AV S 1T 5

Siature of Official.
Titnessy Imzeharu 03¢
Chiel of the /rechives

O icicl Capacity SICTIT

Cvatenont of Official Frocure ent

8l
——

I, Joun A, Cixtie, hereyr cert L7 that T a1 ascocicted it the
venaral “leadcuarters of the uprese Comander for the Allied Douers, and
th ¢ the above certification va. ehicired by me fron the & ove a ;ned
officinl of the Jopanese Govern w-ii in the conduet of vy oflicial
neiness,

Sisned at Tolgro on “hie L8/ T.A. CINTIS 2nd 1t.
27%h Day ol %opt. 1946
itmees: T/L I. MOGUCTII NAE

L 7T SSNICATOR

official Capacity.
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Yo, 27¢ ’'sgporate tel:eram/

To umbassador YATC in France
July, 1l2th

L, The scriousness of the situation caused by sudden
changes of racart international state of affairs, torathoar
with the rilitary and politicnl aggression of a Third Fower
in the South Saas, which is n par% of the Crecat East isia
Co-prosperity Srkore, is obliging Japan to resort to 211
neeassary and cffactive means of self-existence and self-
dofensae. Furthoramore the situation in French Indo-Chine,
aspccially in the sovthiarn part, is such that a clicrue F-544
who dozsn't wint te cooparate with Japan together with
ronchran of the "DE C.ULLE" party is collaborating with
England and .morica much to the anxiety of Japan, If as

2 resvlt of this, French Indo-China joins the inglo-

americeon anti-Jepon:sc cneirclemont poliey and estrange
herself from the mothoar ccuntry, France, as in the case

of "SYRIL", it is not only a great loss to Prance, but

also a mattur of rr.oat concern to Japan. The prevantion P-544
of such = situation, thus assuring security to French
Indo-China ageinst agpressions of a third Power, =nd P=545
parfocting the cooperation botween Japsn and Franch
Indo-China, is not only the duty of France, but 2lso

the duty of Japan who is apxious to stablize Crent East

asla, loreovaer, the situation is now so urgent that we
cannot ~fford to ~llow it to take its own course aven for

c day., (If they deny the eristance of such a situntion,

I ent yov to answer to the offect that even if tha

situation may not b~ so at present, in view of England's
intention, it i1s clear thut such a situvation will incvitably
"rise sooner or later,) F=54°¢

In order to attain the aforementioned objective, the
political understonding which came into existence in the
p>st is insvfficicnt, thorefore Japan actively desires
military coorcr-ticn 'vitk Fr-nece for the rurpose of the
Joint defense of French Indo-China. P-4y

e In vicw of tha recent situation which mokes it very
alfficult for the Franch lotherland alomne to affectively
defend hor colonies 2ll ovar tre world, and when the
situntion of Trench Indo-China is so urgent as mentionad P=54¢
nhove, it is impossible for Japan who is attaching
import-nce to Frerch Indo-China as ~n essenti=1 part of
tho Gra-t Brnet .sis Co-prosperity Sphare to rem2in =n
indifferzrnt spoetator. Tharefore, if Franca truly

plens the scevrity of Indo-China, it is considarad nec-
essery to come to . complcte concert and cooperation
with Jopen, not only in the cconomic ficld but =2lso in
the military sphere,
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7o belicve that the only way for the French Government
to ru211y sava French Indo-China from disorders is for her
to have o elear pictece of the state of affairs of the
Jorld, -1d tala *ir this propesal candidly, placing her

T

utmost corfidence in Japen,

3 Therofore, the Japanese government recussts the

French goverinrent to corsept to the following itoms for

the concarted dotcrse of French Indo-China and immediatoly
tako necaessary mascurass, P=t46

The foilowile:

() Dispateh of reccossary military strength, seversal
ships, =2nd nccessary nir forea to the southern sector P-F47
of Franch Indo-China,

(b) 4s =zir bases, tho following eight places, "SIEi-

REACY /phonatic/, "FNCH-FTRH" /phondtic/, "TOURANEM /phonetic),
"IH.-TRING" /phonctic/, "EBIEN=HCA" /phonetic/, "SaIGON",
"SCCRCTLY /phonatic/, and "COlTCG-TR.CEM /phonatic/ ~re to

ba usod( and as sae trensport basos ‘tho follewlng two laces
"SAIGON" and "CLiRANG" Bay, are to be used and we are to sat
up the ncecompanying facilities.

(e) To recognize the freedom of manoeuver, residence, and
moveriznt of the stationed troops 2nd to confer special con-
vonienccs to it. (including abolition of items con- P.547
cerning the restriction of residence and movement of the
stationed troops mentione? in the NISHIHE.R.~MARTIN Pact) F-f47

(d) To take suitable steps such as the temporary with-
draw=l of Frcnch Indo-China garrison forces and air forces
from the viecinity of landing areas which will be indicated
by =nother telegram, so thot the French Indo-China army will
not clash with the Japanese arny.

() To recognize. the fundarental principles concarning

the actions of 4ispatched troops (landing points and

landirg troops ~re the sama -s trhose of the above-mentioned .
item a.) F=F48

(Howzver, sinss those mattors belon; to important military
secrats, thoy nust not be submittsd until acceptance and
recognition on 211 the aforementioned points are made.
Those matters will be clearly ravealed to them torather
with tho disposition of military strength after the troops
ara gisputcheﬁ- -nd after 2 talacram to thet effect renches
you,
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(f) Regsrding the details of the movement of dispatched
troops, a conference is to ba held betwacn the Ceneral
Hesdeuvarters of the place (the SUNINL organ)and French
Indo-China after the Franch consent. Howevar, if the
agreenents of the details are not comploted whon the =548
troops rarch the landing point, it will be hell after :
the landing. FP-548

(¢) To offer the currency usad by the dispatched tioops.
(dat21ils ~ro in separats telegram No., 275)

Desire the transmission of wire to Germany.

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7e3c49/






