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IMEMCRANDULL On the conversation between the Foreign
»dinister of the Reich and the Japanese ambassador,
5aT0, in vihe presence of aabassaodr KURUSU and
Consul G:aneral 3T&MER, 8 July 1940.

After a word of thanks for the hospitality shown by the
Geraan Government and congratulations on the victory of German;
over France, amhassador SATO declarcd that just as in Europe
the new order would now be brougiht about by Geraany, Japan
on her part had beccn exerting herself for threc years to
establish a new order in the Far Last and in the South Seas.
In these parallsl efforts a very close cooneration between
Gerwany and Japan sce.as to nave been in operation. For three
years Japan had been uolding tane atteation of the English, the
Fronch, and the Aamericun Governuents and thersby in a certain
senso rcndered Germany's task in the establishment of the new
order in Durops casier. In this uanner the Governuents of botk
countrics could :utually support sacii other.

As far as Soviet Russia was concerncd, Japan was under
the existing circuastances obliged to seek to maintain good
neighborly relations wita Russia, just as Geruany was also
oblized to maintain good relations with Ruasia., In this re-
spect also Japun and Geraany could cooperate,

«~bout anerica, -abassador 3aTO stated that Japan has
drawn the attenticn of that couantry to herself since the
bczinning of thc Chinese war and that sho tied up the american
flect in the Pacific Ocean. It is Japan's opinion that auerice
2ust not overstcp her zone consisting of North and South
Anerica and aust not intervenc in Luropecan or Far Lastern
matters. The pursuit of tuis principlec is also in the mutual
interest of both countriess. aibassudor SATO closed his reamarke
by stres3ing anew tiac cowaon interests of Guramany and Japan ané
the neccssity of their cooperation., This cooneration inust also
enco.apass ccono.ic iatters.

In regard to China, «abassador SATO added that Japan is -
at precent putting forth stronz endeavors to finish the
Chinesc war, whicii nas lasted now for thrce ycars, in order
to zain free hends. In tuis connection ue pointed out that
rublic opinion in Japan has become extraordinearily nervoua
in respect to Indo-Caina und the Dutch Zast Indies.
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The RUIC. FOLIICN LINISTER noted witn satisfaction
Jaran's wiah to cooperate with Germany in all fields. KHe
belicved thaet Geruan-Japanese cooperation in itself repre-
sonted notiing new. 4se hinmself had been one of those who
years ago uaed furchersd t.ie cooperetion with KURUSU's prede-
cessor, General OSHIM., and .t had already borne fruit for
both partics, Germany had .i1ade notewortay use of it in her
fizht for equal rights, wiilet Japan had doubtless drawn con-
siderable advantagcs throuzinout the wihole period of her
struzgle for China down to the prescnt day I{roa thc existence
of a stronz Gsraany. Jsithout the existence of a re-strengthens
Geraany, Japan could not have been able to penetrats as deeply
into English and other spheres of interest in Last asia as it
has actually happened, Tne natural intercst of both powers
in cooperation ariscs froa these facts.

~“lans for a very clos¢ cooperation between Japan,
Ceraany and Italy hed already been taxen into consideration
somne tiie before. They miscarried because - as appearcd
again from the latest specches of Japanesec statesien =
Japan was not interested in Xuropean conceras.

#8 a result of Germany's victory over France, a great
revision in sll factors of foreizn policy would follow. He
personally believed that in the future, further possibili-

ties for friendly cooperation with Japan would sxist in the
frasework of the New Order ia Zurope now taking shape. at
the present louient he would say nothing of the details of
the fora whiech tanis cooperation was to take, as he was
scouainted with the Gecrnian intentions but not with Japan's
political aims., Ie therefore asked SATO for a further
¢xplanation of the princircles of the political line which
Japan proposed to pursue. hLc would be espccially interested
to hear fro. the Japancsc side what was their thouznt of
cooperation witn Gsruany, whether only in tie¢ economic sphere
or in whic. other way.

allbassador S5ATO replied tnat it was coaprehensible that
for outsiders the Jananese solicy nad been difficult to under-
stand. For nine years, taat is, since the outbreak of the
.ianchurian conflict, Japan had been trying to orient her
policy in a set dirsction, but had tiue and again subsequeatly
been forccd to iloderate this new orientation so.iewhat. In
rezard to *he nsw order in the sur sast, for Japan it is above
all a question of peruittinz a new China to arise with which
it could have friendly relations. The solidarity between
tiails new Cliina and Jaj)an would guaruntee pcace in the Far
Zest. In order to achieve tiis aii, Japaa zad for several

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/81187d/




-hn--i-q%.

Doc. No. 1379 fage 3

vears boen fijntiag obstinately against the so-called regime
froan Washington wiich finde expression in tiae treaties of
1921, especially in the wine rovwer Pact, Thais Washington
rogimo <ic net give China arnd Japan but the snglo-Saxons the
prcdominance in the TFar Lest. Japaa did not, however, by
any .isuns wish to eliminate the foreigners from the Far East.,
Quitc tle centrary. It also wichss 4o concede en appropriate
rlace to ccoacuic rocperation w~vith Geraany in China.

In i%s rclations with america Japan .wust of course be
very careiul,

To tlhe question of the FOREIGY NINISTER OF Thall :GICH
ag to what in reallity then wis the basic recascn for the
difficultice betwesn Japaa and aagsrica, SATO answered taat
tais cause lay in the struzzle of Japan azeinst the system
of the Nine owsr Treaty. In this Japan was not fighting
azainst the fundamnental principles of this treaty. rolitic-
ally, it was quite prepared to respsct tie independence of
Chaina. Ziconoaically it was likewise in agree.ient with the
so-callzd principle of the Cpen Door. It aid, however, wish
to exciian e roles and itself be the host while the other
nations wculd be only zucsts in sSast asia.

When the question by the Foreizn ..inister of the Reich
concerning the deeper resusons for tihie difficulties which
cdran was uaving with Anerica was interpolated anew, SaTO
answered th.t the ceuscss of friction with aucrica lay less
in tiie econoaic thaa in the hunanitarian sphere. Awerican
sy.apathicvs were with China, anerica felt that slie was in a
way the protcctor or this country <nd wuanted to extend her
police power in the lacific Occan wita tie help of her
suveriority at sca, Under these circuastances Japan was at
paine to end the war with China soon. OiATO declarsd that he
personally, perhaps in a certain sense .n opposition to the
Japanese ailitary authorities, did not believe that Japan
couid aarcih to Chuagkinz. It wus, therefors, necessuary to
s3ell & solution of the Chinsce cusstica on sowe otier than
on a aliitary basis. For this rcason Japan unad supported the
sovernient of .Janz Cuinn Jei und was prepareé to concluds a
generous agreswent ~vith it., Japun absolutely aid not wish
to .aeddls in Chinese aflfuirs or ilorce anytiing upon ths
Ciainesc, bdbut on tac contrary wes prepared to negotiate with
Wang Ching »ci on the basis of equality. If the Cainese
were sensivle, & result would doubtlese be acaieved, under
wnich China would not lose face., In this case america would
also perhaps gredually change its attitude and be aore
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friendly toward Japan, america's econowic intcrests in
Ciina were not larze, but just this fact alone did not
a0solucsly tzné to aelp clarify tiac situation. Iz view of
the considerablc cconouaice intercsts of Lngland in this area,
an azrase:qacnt could .auci .orc casily be .ade with her than
with the amcricans, who take an entirely difierent view of
tahings.

at the conjecture of the forcign .iinister of the Reich
that perheps anericea was uncacsy ebout tiie rising power of
Japan and her ever more powerful flect, and that the 4if-
fercnces of opiniou with that country were based on the ract
that aacrica, who u» to now had been ruling alone in the
Pacific Ocean, now found herself in the¢ position of being
forced to share this rule with Japan, 3.T0 answsred in the
affirnative and addcd that the efforts of Japan in particular
to achieve naval parity with amorica, and the fact that Japan
vas keeping the noews additions to her fl:eet a secret had
ssnecially aroused ill feeling in anerica. for this reason,
ia particular zafter tae entry of Stiuson into the Governisnt,
Japan had to be ver! carcful in rezard. to America in order
not to provoke this country into .iakingz severe ieasures
azainst Japan. To be sure, america had already abrogatcd the
comnerciul treaty, but un cxport cmbarzgo czainst Japan had

not yet been instituted. Because of the supply of petroleum
and iron, the Japanese were still exceedingly dependent on
«<1orica,

The ®EICH JORICN IIINISTER replied that ae had always
held the view that a strong policy also promotes the econoay.
It would always fare worse as a result of the formulation of
a weaker rolicy. Ceriany has uer own expericnces in this
splicre. «t the tiie waen she wes politiczlly weak and the
zovernients at the tiae waeintained that one had to give way
for economic reasons, Geriany had, in the snd, obteined no
econonic advantazes for hoer conciliatory beinavior. Now
Gerany is stronz and her trade is flourishing. Ohe zots
all she neceds supnlicd frou other lands in aadition to all
tie seoncuic alleviations sucu as credits and tue like.

Even & fow montus uzo Geraany had buen considered as
an encircled ccuntry. oBut now Lagland is as ccapletely en-
circled as no other land in world history. In gzold, which
nas stresasd in suci zZreat unounts to augerica, Georisany is no
Jaore interested. The Geraan Releoh in its tihousand years
existencc would aever again build anything on gold. In
Geraany zold has been dcethroned and other countrioes would
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be bound to follow this exauple. Now, wien Zngland is so
.ienaced, the stores of gold had been transported from there
to the United Stetes, so that eébout 85-90% of all the world's
gold aizht te found there. The rcesult of that is that the
United States at the end of tlie war will be choked by gold
and zoods end would »ec 3zlad to sell to other lands, for
exauple Japan, undcr fevorable conditions everything that
those lands necded.

f Geraany, cconoilically, is as zood as coupletely in-
dependent, .lany things, whica were previously iuported are
produced oy heorself or else siac has found & substitute for
tiea, Alfter the war the European econoaic sphere will be
coapletely independcont, That does not mean that Geruany no
riore desirves any vorld trade. <Quitc the opposite! However
tais new vorld trade .aust run on the basis of tae indopondence
of the participating econonic spheres end the exchange of
surplus. The old world trade rested on the possibility,
always, possessed by ngland, of olockading other countries
and cuttinz off their raw material supplics. In the New
lorld Order Japan in ilast ngia, Russia in .sia, Geraany and
Italy in Lurope¢ would have the power of decision and also in
africa would Gecraeny and Itely particularly, perhaps with
cone other interested party, exercise predoninance.

The foreign sinister of tho Reich tnen caue to speak
on the attitude of the South american countries., The South
anerican states, which Roosevelt tried to link econouically
with North amcrica, appeared to <now that aftor the war the
United States would not be able to import the South anerican
rav products and already turned towards Zurope in order to
insure the export of their goods after the war. But whoever
wishes to trade witli Lurope, must in the future turn towards
Geraany.

SATO repliecd that ne, not beiag an econoaist, could
not express any opinion on econcaic questions., If, however,
thc exchange of goods rested no lonzer on the gold basis,
t'ien on3 cculd not vory well turn back to ¢ free exchange
of zoods:.rith the rojection cf couaercial arranjeacnts with
forcign bLills of cxcliange &nd other trade barriers,

8 far as the United Stuites are concorned, Jdupan was,
possibly, not iupr:cssed by the econoiiic »Hressurc as iljuca as
by the aierican {lsoet znd haed to be careful for that reason.
Besides, the Unitcd ostates would anot be able to rewain
neutral in the Luropean conflict once she caune into a con-
fiict with Japnun,
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Tre Reich forecizn .linister aduitted that the Japanese
situation was difficult and that Japun had to orient her
policyr accerding to tl.e onportuaitics of the situation., lie
stated zocuover, resarding the jold question that it was not
& question of Ger:any not possessing any gold, but that
Gorian cconciay would never ugain be dependent on zold, 1.e.,
on iantornationsl spcculution.

48 rejurds -tussia, tho deich Foreisn Jiinister referred
to thc cfforis whica .uc¢ had neds for sc.c roars past to
influsnce -ibzssador OSULIA in the direction of an under=-
stand.ng between Jan.a and lussia. Gor.aay concluded a last-
in~ agrcciat with Ruswia and tlhe intercsts of both countries
wers very cicarly outlined by oae anothcr. He wcelcoaed the
cfforts whish Japan had &also .wade, in the previous aontis, to
coic to an understandaing for her part with Russia.

In conclusion, SATO put up onc 10Ore question whici he
hinself ssid was a little indiscrcet. what Goes Ger.uany
think the futurc sh&ps of surope will be?

Tue Roich Foreign ..inister replied that the Gernan
Governicnt was oaly busyiny itself with one question at the
mo.acnt, nancly how is the war to be curried on and hov is
it to be brouzht to a victorious conclusion. For that
recuson ke could not yet say auch about the political futurec.
The only thinz that is certain is that tie still reaaining
eneay of Germany - Lnzland - will bc defeated. :

Berlin, ¢ July 1940.

3C.L1IDT
snvoy

ey’
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Dycument No. 1279 FPIDAYIT
I, W, P. Cumming, being first duly sworn on orth, depose and say:

1. That I am an Attache of the United Stetes Denartment of Stete on
the Stoff of the United Strotes Politicel Adviser on Gormen Affairs, and
as such I am a remrescntative of the Office of Vilitary Government for
Germany (U, S.). That in my capacity as above set forth, I have in my
possession, custodr, and control at the Perlin Documents Center, Berlin,
Germany, theoriginal ceptured Germen Foreizn Office files and archives,

2. That eaid original Toreign Office files and archives were captured
And obtained by military forces under tie commend of the Supreme Commender,
Allied Expeditiorary Forces, and unon thoir seizure and capture were first
assembled by said military forcee at a Military Doaument Centor at Marburg,
Germany, a2nd were later moved by authorized peraonnel of said Allied forces
to s~id central documonts center, mbove roferred to, and Ymown as the Berlin

Documente Center.

3. That I wes assisned to said document center at Marbursz, Germany,
on August 15, 1945: ~nd s~id captured Germen Foreign Office files and
archivesfirst came into my posscesion 2nd control while I wae stationed at
Marburg, Germany, and that thereefter the srme have continued in my
possession and custody and under my control,

x

4. That the document to which this effidavit is attached is a true
and correct photostatic copy of an orizinal German Foreign Office document

which was captured from said German Foreiesn Office files and archives, and
which ceme into my possession and custody and under my control in the
manner above set forth.

5. That seid originza)l document, of which the sttached is a photo-
static copy, is beingheld and retained by me in order that it may be
examined snd inspected by various interested agencies, and e photostatic
copy of erid originel is hereby furnished and certified to because of the
unavailability of said orizinal for the ressons shove set forth.

_¥W. P, CUMMING
¥. . CRM/ING

Subscribed ~And sworn to before me this 22rd day of Avnril 1946

; G, H, GARD®
G. H. GARDE
Lt. Colonel ACD
Acting Adjutant CGeneral

OFTICY OF MILITARY
GOVFRIFMTNT FOR GERMANY (U. S.)
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AFFIDAVIT
I, Paul O, Schmidt, being firat duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

1. That from 1923 to the collapse of the German Reich in May 1945,
I was Chief Interpreter for the German Foreign Office, and as such wes
personally present and acted as interpreter and/or secretary at all importent
Foreign Office and other conferencce between German Covernment leaders and
representatives of foreign governments,

2. That in addition to beins Chief Intervreter for tho German Foreign
Office a8 aforesrid, I was alaso after the year 1935 the Heed of tho Secret-
ariat Gemeral of thc Gurman Foreign Cffisa and tnac my latcat governmeant
rank was that of 2 Hin.eter in Lhe Cerman Toreign Office.

3. That while acting as interpreter and/or secretary at such meetings
adove referred to, it was my olficizl duty to and I did take notes concerning
the convereations that took »izce, 2nd at the conclusion of eech such meeting, .
I prepared from such ncier a nomolcte and detailed record of what was said
end trenepired at such meetings.

4. That the ececords prepared by me becsame the 6fficial German
Government records of what was seid end transpired at such meetings. That
one copy of the record wae filed with the Mianisters Office Section of the
German Foreisn Office, which office acted in the capacily of secretary to
eaid Foreign Office. That another copy of the record of onch of such meetings
was filed with the Privste Secretariat of the German Toroign linister.
That a third copy of the record of each of such meetings wes retained by me.

5. That said meetinze, concerning which I made 2 record as aforesaid,
were of historical importance and thet such records were also prepared by
me for the express purnose of mainteinin< end preserving a record of such
meetings for historical nurposecs.

6. That the document attached hereto is 2 true and correct photostrtic
copy of the original reccord, oranered nersonrlly by me in the manner herein
set forth and concerning a conference held on July €th 1940 between the Reich
Foreign Minister and the Japanese ambassador Sato in the oresence of the am-
bassador Tu r u 8 u and the Consul-General S t a hme r.

7. That I personally attended and acted ns interpreter and/or
secrotary at the conference last above mentioned and that the record orepared
by me, and of which the attached documcnt ie a photostatic copy, is a true
and accurate account of what was erid &nd trenspired at said eonforences.

8. That I have been advised and am aware of the fact that the herein
affidevit and the document attached hereto may bde used in connection with the
prosecution ol Japenese Wer Crimincls end make this affidavit freely and
voluntarily and with knowledze of the above facts.

Dr, Prul 0. Schmidt
PAUL C, SCHMID?

Subscribed 2nd eworn to hefore me at Nurnberg, Germany this third day
of Mey 1946 Smith ¥. Brookhart, Jr.,
Lt Colonel IGD 0-508524
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