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FORF:IGN UIN IS T;!; R iTIROTJ. 
MtBAS S ADOR KAVl.'.GOE (CJ.;I.rA ) 
J,ucus t 7 , 1937 

SUBJECT : Commencement of Truco No ,; otint ionn between Ja on n • 
~nd Ch inn · 

No . COD!': · (Mi. CHINE ) 
(STRICTLY s~ CR'S T . URGE;:T . EXCLUSIVE CODE FOR CH IE!Ii'S OF .ti ISS !Or . 
DlPlRTHE~T~ L SE CRET . ) 

1 . As a rosult or active conou ltati ons amon~ tho ~a r, 

Navy and Fo r eicn ~inistrios on tho moa ns of sott l in G tho 

pr esent situation , it in now h opod thnt ~n a ~ reerne nt will be 

r on chQd alonG the l ines sot fo r th in n sepn r '\to mossn ~e which 
, 

is oxpooted to be ndoptod officiully na n gove r nment po l i cy 

i n the cou r se of a day or t wo , 

2 . Mea nwh ile , f r om va r iouo o ono i de r ation , us it is 

hiGh l y d e si r able that tho f o rm ah ou ld bo kopt that th~ 

initiat i ve of tho t r uco nei;oti a ti cms cnme fr om tho Chinese , 

n r rnngeme nts h~~e ho~n made to dispatch FUVh ZU nt onoo , as 

po r my toloc;rnm by oxclusivo cod e f or chi e f::: of mission to 

Shant;h '\ i dntod t!'lo 4th , ( r o inf or comonts or t..hroe di7isions to 

bo d ir.pntohod f r or1 JapC' n a r o expo cte d to 'finish thei r con -

contr nticn by LU G• 2 0th , and we think it 7e ry important that 

a rt ~Groomont of somo so r t sh ould be r ono hed befor e th~t dato ) 

who is to so c Kao Tsunc -wu in g r on tost secrecy a nd ins p ire 

into Kno his ~o r sona l viow that tho r o is a n r oa p0 ot of pnn cofu l 

s o tt l om0 nt und ~o r sundo ·h i m to app r oa ch Y<'U with a p r o'_)o~n l 

of truoo . It ".rould bo most unwo lc omo thnt Kn o , or tho liko , 
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should r espond by un in<lofinito p r nposa l as a mo r e foo l ~ r , 

as it i~J impo r ntive that , if tho Chincso mnko a p0nco prO!)Osnl 

atoll , it sh0uld be founded wp on a ce rtnin a"lount of dotorm i - .r:· 

nati0n on their part . It SOlmS to mo thnt Kno ' s proposa l to 

y~u must t~ m ~dc vith tho full unrlcrstnn~ i~G of Chiang Kai -

shok to n ccrt~jn extent . (Fu nnzu js inf~rmod or this last 

point . ) 

3 . In cnae Kao makos a p r ooos'\ l !' n r t ruce ne got iations 

in ro e ponso to tho n1'ovo a rr'\n r,omont , or:widing it i:> m'tdo 

with tho undorrtanc)jng o f Chi1rn c , (n ) if ou r g ov e r nment had 

n l roudy decided on tho po licy stated in Parac r aph . 1 and 

t~ log raphod inst ructi~ns to you accordin0 ly , you may p r oceed 

with p r e liminary confe r oncos with Kuo ul0ne tho lines of tho 

ab ove policy ; (b ) or , if you had not r eceived by that time 

o. tolo~ro.ph to tho effect thut tho b ovornmont had decided 

on its pol icy a l on5 tho lines nbovo stated , y ou wi ll ask for 

instructi ons imm~diato ly , roportin G nt the s'\mc timo tho 

dotni l s or Kno ' s prooosal . 

4 . Ponrlinr; tho de cision by tho r; o .. ornm'lnt on its po li cy , 

it is ncoess!l r y f r 0m va ri ous c0nsidoratlons thnt tho forc ­

r;o in c; sh ou ld bo kept in st r i ctest soo r o cy (ovo n f r om military 

0 r naval ntt:lchos ) and that utmost caro should be te.kon not 

to b r ing a.lcout opposition f r om outsjdors . Therofo r o , i t is 

my v iow thnt pors0nal contact botwoon you nnd Funazu h ad 

botto r bo cvoidod for the timo bo ine;; . 
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5 • Fu r t h c r , th c c o·.r e r nm e n t i s w i 11 in G, p n r a 11 e 1 with 

tho nbovo t r uco ne r;o tiations , or pur s unnt tho r~to , to opon 

po. r loys fo r tho r.djustm0 nt of di pl omatic r o l ntion::; f' r om o. 

s t'lndp0int quit9 froo f r om post cir cums tnnoos , nnd act i v e 

c onsultfltirins amoni:; qun r tors c0ncfJ rno d n r c o r o;; r ossing . 

Thi s , too , is c Ypectod to b o deci<lod u pon in twc or th r oe 

days . 

Only o. very limited numbe r o f pe rs ons o ven nt tho top of 

tho nrmy o.nd no.vy a r c info r mo d of this mnt to r , n.nd wo a r e 

t r ying to n rri~ o · at n decision fi r st und then to force it 

th r ough • In the !'lcnntiino , tho f o rc g oin i; is st r ictly for 

you r oo r son a l ir.formn tion . 

TTlA1.;sMI TTED 'f O: Sh'\nrha i, to cothor with ~op'\ rn tc tolo i; r '1m . 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

Statement of S ou r ce and Autho nti c ity . 

I , Hi.Yi.SHI , Kao r u-L Chief of the 1.rchivo s Soction , 

Japanoso For e ign Offico , horoby co r tify tha t tho documont 

ho rct o nttachod in Ja pa neso consistin~ or~ pa ge s o.nd ontitlod 

." To l et;re.m f r om Hirota , Fo rei gn Ministe r , to Kawn g oo , 

Ambassador to Ch i nn , despntched on LuGust 7 , 1937 . 11 is nn 

oxact and t r ue copy of nn officiu l documont of the Japnnosc 

For l) i gn Office . 

Cc r tif i od at Tokyo , 

on thi~ 5th dn y of Feb r ua ry , 1 947 . 

/s/ K. HJ.YASHI 
Si0na ture of Officinl 

Witness i /s/ K. UR~BE 
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