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63 Muslims, four of boat crew arrested on way to Malaysia
SIXTY-THREE Muslims — 29 
men and 34 women — and four 
crew members were arrest-
ed yesterday near a beach in 
Maungtaw, Rakhine State after 
their boat, which had run out 
of fuel on its way to Malaysia, 
was discovered by the border 
guard police.  

The crew members were 
found in possession of one gun 
and 99 bullets. 

Acting on a tip, the police 
had searched the area near the 
beach in Myinlut Village and 
found the boat, stranded and 
filled with water.

Later, the police had found 
63 passengers, including Ham-
ad Tusaung, also known as 
Kyaw Hla, and four of the boat’s 
crew, including helmsman Zaw 
Latt from Kawthoung, in a tent 
near Gyintaw Village.

During interrogation, 
it was found that Hamid Tu-
saung from Bumay Village in 
Sittway Township, who had 
been working in Malaysia as 
a mason since 2012, had re-
turned home after reaching an 
agreement with a Malaysian 
human trafficker to smuggle lo-
cal Muslims into Malaysia. The 
trafficker also gave him 3,000 
Malaysian Ringitt to serve as 
an interpreter in the mission.   

In June, Hamid Tusaung 
arrived back in Kawthoung by 
boat after the  Malaysian traf-
ficker arranged his trip with 
Chit Ko, a boat owner, in Ka-
wthoung.

On 25 June, Hamid Tu-
saung left Thahtay Island in 
Kawthoung by a boat navigated 
by Zaw Latt, and they anchored 
in the Bangladeshi territorial 

waters near St Martin Island, 
also known as Ohn island. 

Three days later, Hamid 
Tusaung phoned Lubi and Rabi 
in Taknaf, Bangladesh, and 14 
men and 20 women from Kut-
upalaung, Barlukhali, Musoni, 
and Htankarli refugee camps 
joined him by boat.

He also phoned his mother 
Annawah Baygo, also known as 
Annuwahphagon, in Bumay vil-
lage, Sittway, and she brought 
14 men and 13 women from 
Saythamargyi, Phwetargon, 
Sakhankwe, Bawmugaw, and 
Darpein camps for displaced 
people by boat to him. 

He set off on the journey to 
Malaysia by boat after reaching 
an agreement with 62 Muslims, 
charging them K1.7 million per 
person for the journey.

Around 2 am on 7 July, the 

CHAIRMAN of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission U Aung 
Kyi received Ms Tone Tinnes, 
the Norwegian Ambassador 
to Myanmar, yesterday at his 
office in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they 

discussed matters related to 
expertise and technical assis-
tance, particular cooperation 
in combating corruption at 
fish industry. — MNA 

(Translated by Kyaw Zin 
Tun)

Anti-Corruption Commission 
Chairman receives 
Norwegian Ambassador 
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boat ran out of fuel, and it drift-
ed to the shore, carried by the 
waves in severe weather.

During interrogation, the 
four crew members, identified 
as Zaw Latt, Shwe Latt (a) Kay-
in, a mechanic, Kyaw Zin Thant, 
and Kyaw Soe Tun, confessed 
that they were hired by Chit Ko, 
the boat’s owner, and were paid 
Baht 5,000 per person. They said 
they were sent to a boat named 
‘Ta-Aung Soe Kyaw’ anchored 
off the Thahtay Island.

Under the instructions of 
Hamid Tusaung, they drove the 
boat towards Bangladesh, and 
one gun and 99 bullets were giv-
en to Zaw Latt for defending the 
boat at sea.

Charges have been filed 
against the four crew members, 
Hamid Tusaung, and his moth-
er Annawah Baygon, under the 
human trafficking law at the Ale 
Thankyaw Police Station.

A case has also been 
opened against the four crew 
and Hamid Tusaung under the 
Arms Law at the same police 
station.

Chit Ko, the owner of the 
boat, has been arrested along 
with drugs in Ranaung, Thai-
land, by the Thai Royal Police 
Force. 

The Myanmar Police Force 
will exchange information with 
the respective countries to ex-
pose those involved in the hu-
man trafficking case. —MNA

(Translated by TTN)

MEMBERS of the Court of In-
quiry, established to conduct an 
inquiry into the terrorist attacks 
and subsequent incidents in 
Buthidaung and Maungtaw ar-
eas in Rakhine State, met with 
members of the Legal Advisory 
Team at the Judge Advocate 
General Office in Nay Pyi Taw 

yesterday.
The press release of the 

Tatmadaw True News Informa-
tion Team, stated that during 
the visit to Buthidaung area, 
the  members of the Court of 
Inquiry investigated three mili-
tary units including a command 
headquartes, three police sta-

tions, a prison and five villages. 
In order to receive nec-

essary legal advice on their 
accomplishments and future 
investigation in connection with 
their mission, the members 
of the Court of Inquiry held a 
meeting with the members of 
the Legal Advisory Team at the 

Judge Advocate General Office.
The Legal Advisory Team 

gave advice on the collection of 
evidence, legal matters and pro-
cedures, according to Judge Ad-
vocate General Office, accord-
ing to the Tatmadaw True News 
Information Team. —MNA

(Translated by GNLM)
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