
-~ Defense Do'J. 553 

"Step 1 ·3c; . .r.el'iCcJ 's Loast " bhori·ont Choice . 
It "'lso ·:s:-"J Ti. '.'.'h l.'!. y Clear Wo i:ust 17ever 
Have nnother ·.hn: '' 

In his own v.ords: for.mor .3e'Jro tary of \!ti r J'')Ll'Y L. Sth.aon tells 
the inside firsthand st"lry of !"i0\1 1.Lo ~..t,1.ital f.t.ei.ias I":iaohed its 
mor1entous decision to use the tJto1 .. ic bf"l!11L •Jr.:t.1r,s t Jepan. Mr . 
Stimson , ~ho WbS more olosely assooiated ~1th tho development end 
final decision to use the J..totuio woe1,on thon any otLer !I.ember of 
the Roosevelt &nd 'l'ruoar. ca biuet::> , di.,olosd.:> the t the bombs dropped 
on Japan were the only t>t.o then completeu by the Ur.ited bttttos . 
This artiole is ooudensed by 5pe~ial ver~ission froo the original 
\1hioh was published in the February issue of Harper ' & Magazine. 

It ~as the Fall of 1941 tt: t the ~Ud8tion of atomi~ energy 
we s fir st brought dir.J'Jtly to my 1 tent ion. ~·.t that time President 
Roosev~lt appointed a coiM!ittee ~o .. si.sting of Vioe President 
V/allace , General Mt:1rshall , Dr . Vannevar Bush , Dr . James o. Conant , 
and oyself to advise tl1e ::?resident on questions of polioy relating 
to the study of nu~leer fission . 

For nearly four years thereofter I \:as directly connected 
with all major decisions of policy on the development and use of 
atomic energy, and from May 1 , 1943, until my resignation as 
Se')retery of ·;1ar on Saptember 21 , 1945 , I \1as ai:::'ectly respo11sible 
to the Presidont for the edminis tration of the entire undertaking •• 

.At the same tiLle I i.. t:-.a the ?resident ' s senior adviser on 
the ailitary employment of atom1'J tne~gy . 

The pol1Jy odopted end steed~ly pursued by President 
Roosevelt end h13 ad1isers was a slm~lo one . It ~es to spare no 
effort in securing the earliest p0s6ible succe~sful development of 
an etor.1lc weapon. ?!".e i·eoscn fot t.,i3 J.OJic:y \'was equally siLlple . 
The original ex11erir.lontal a0hievac:.ent of ato.oic fi~sion had oc0ui·red 
in Germany in 1938> and it ~.tis :mov.n tr.at the Germans had oor.tinued 
their experimentn. 

To Shorten ·;;art.'are 

In 1941 and 1942 they \1e1•e bel ieven to be ahead of us , and 
it ~os vita l that they should not be the fi~st to bring atooio 
\,eepons into the field of battle . Furthermore , if v-.e should be the 
first to develop the ,,,eapon , we sf' ·uld have the great new instrument 
for shortening the war end minimiz_nb destruction . 

At no time , from 1941 to 1945 , di~ I Aver hear it suggested 
by the President or by any other res;.onsible member of the govern­
mon t , the t a to.:-.1ic energy should not be used in the war • 

.All of us of course understood the terrible res~onsibility 
involved in our attempt to unlock the doors to such a devastating 
v.eapon ; President Roosevelt particularly spoke to oe many times of 
his ovm a\;ereness of the catastrophic potentialities of our work . 

But he were at ~ar , and the ~ork must be doce, I therefore 
emphasized that it v1as our comi:ion objective throughout the v1ar , to 
be the first to produce an atoaic ,,..eapon end use it ••• 
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Defense Doo . 553 

On March 15 , 1945, I had o y last talk \11th President 
Roosevelt . i~ diary rec~rd of thls oonv6rsation gives a fairly 
olear picture of the state of our thinl~tng a t that tic~ • • • 

" I \lent over with him the two schools of t hought that exia• 
in respect to t ho futa:ro i::on~1·ol eft nr iihe ''"lar oft!~·~ .c\r ojent, ia 
oase it is s uccoasft:.l , or.& r>J" tl:"l.:1 be1 ·1~ the sscr"t ·.:l0,;c-·i'1. 
ett<mpt.l'ld co i:-vrol of "thb ,t-.:.J ,j1-·(' iJ :1 ·>'~ ',Jll:' GoatrcJ 1-t no"' ' an~ 
tho oti1.Qr b-9:.:"G ti1n jrit;e1!1,·1·~ic:iel cc..ntrc j b8'J''1 qpr·L t'reeooo bot.h 
of soJA:Me an.::- of e:,cr)y~ :;_ tc~.J .h ' .. 71 tilct t. ~ o.; 13 :h°l'1;~3 rmr:; t bt3 
settled hefc.rt.• :•~·1 fl:L'n~ _LJ:'r-in.:t.tl& is u~ied ar.c i·ho t.. he r:.u1 c be 
reody wit h a.;•.;.,';'?':;'"'.:~. I.: ·:.~:1: r.;J•; t'1 :.r·o p'.?0:)le or1 it jus' as soor. 
as that is dcno , 1!(3 <-:~.:. · .~d t:•) t •1o 'j •• • 11 

I did not see It'ra;,:{.'.. Jr, 1.0N>evolt abain 
A.vril 12th) . 

(Roosevelt died 

The next time l 'w.ent t.: t~:o · .. ·h~ i;rJ E:-.- .e. to d.:.scuas otomic 
energy was .hpl'il 2~; 1945 e·1~ 1 \f.l' t.0 vY···.~i..u the nature of lihe 
problem to a ru6n "''h:)i:".e only urevl ..,u~ i· n' .. : o·i.ce of our a '!ti vit 1es 
\<BS th&t of a Sena'..;c:.·· \Jh~ !1ad l~v.•Jl:· !:.C~epted our assuran'Je thet 
the !:lBtter must be k~pt a secret 11c1~ .- .m. 

Now he .,.,A3 Prc:isident ::.r!d C0 :: 1"r..cr~ocr ·in -Chief. e!'lc ths fj nal 
responsibility in .... his os in so t.Jn.~ ~ • .,.l,1;n• r.ot.tf'l'::l !.X~"i; hf. h!.s . 
Pres ident T:ru.we11 a~~ s~, t. !3.'. tht:, r o:>Jl~n :-<. ~ .. it;: wit'l ti:·~ :»~1:::1 :r·ine 
spirlt ijhat ~'~r .... · •. '>r 'fru~a r. had sn~·.:i bdfore in a-;'}bJ.;~ i:it:S .:>ur re-
fusal to !.nf or·m. h"i.ru~ 

I dis"u.S ~Jocl \,U;h h"i..rn t::M •1:h'<'-o hia+,r,ry of t·he proj ect . ·.1e 
had '<•itr. us 1;l"1no ~·8I. a~·"'.''H:, ·,,tc s .<;11·-..i.:i'!;.i l;1 c1~ te:. ; t,r«:? progre8S 
whict1 hP.d t~er.. ;.wfl e 0.1:1 t.ll0 ;.•: (.J::~;~~ t't,+.ur9 ~Ot'.:"r,c1 ·~:t' tho work . 
I al~o dis:i t~~:,1. \·;:.~n. ~ ·;·':'tL·1 £ ·".c, :C:1•:1·1.~ .: ·'- r·e l·::cr ... ~~~.t· ;:.-:.·~:;,·.:t s of the 
s ubject . .. :ii th>S .o.:er.~o:rF.·nd..i'i' .,,, "·'='·h .[ l' ··J. ln "':.hls d ~s · · ... :.si on is 
again a fair sa.m)~a o! t.r.~ st&"Lo: . ;.' 01.A~~ L.U.!A1.q; at i..he t im.3. 

?.:i:.:rr.o!'snctv':l J)j ·~·11< -od '.l:l1.t! :: et'·inen7 
- -· ··~ - -- · ---": .,. ... ~cin · ---·-·- - - --· - ----

A.t>ril 25 , 1945 

1 . ' 'ithin f our months v;e sholl in all lJrc~ebi~.ity have completed 
the o:ist. terr: bJ_e ·v .. 3'!:>nn 8'·e1· 1'.r.1i\1:1 in humu;:i hi.5tory , one bomb 
of whbh ~ould de~tr~v e v11".0 l e .. ··. ty ~ 

2. l~l~hcush ...,e il&ve s '.a!'ed lts de veJ.oymen t. "v ith the U. K. (Grea t 
Britai.!1 ·1. ph:y.3iC'-tlly ·,tic:. tJ . ~;. i .:i. o t l;J.;f:l•"':-it ir. the position of 
cont J.' 0.d. :..x.~ tc.e r~sol.Ll'" 1dn w~ '.,'b wr·: 'h -c;.> '.) vn~ · .. 1·u Jt ar.d use it and n.:' 
othe::: nati0n ~oulcl reo•.;!1 th ·i.~ posit i on for solile years. 

3. Uevc;rthel ess it .ls pra')t~.c~lly cert::iin that 'v'fe could not re.ma ; 
in this !JOSiti:m ind ef':-..nitely . 

11. var ious see;ment s of it s dis~cvery and production are widely 
known a:r·.:.Il€, many s;:.:!entis ~ .. ;:; in mar .. y '~ .'"lum;r·i'3S 1 althou~h few 
so:entlst:3 2"t' 6 11~w ocquai!'lted v.i th the v1hole )roce8£ '<1hi0h 
\ie have developed. 

B. Although its constru~tion un1or· rJ.resen t we1:hnds req_uires 
gre6t s~:.. er..tifL· a:id indu:.::triol effort onQ rtl\1 .;e :.sr ials t 
\lh~ ~h are t<:1ra.i.10rari.i.y moiniy ·u ith:n the possos5ic.n. r-, r.d know· 
ledge ot U.D· end U . K ~ , it is extren:.ely proba ble that LlUCh 
easier and cheaper methods of prc.!--tction will te discovered 
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by scientists in the future , together \dth the use of 
LlBteriols of uu')h v,ider cii~tribution . .riS a result , it is 
extremely probable thut the futuro will make it poo5ible for 
atomio bombs to be ':>onstruct~d by sc.ialler nations or even 
g~oups , or at least by a l~rger nation in a much shorter 
time . 

4. As a result , it is indicated that the future may see o time ~hen 
ouch a weapon may be oonstruoted in secret and used ~uddenly and 
effectively with devastating po\fel' by a v1ilful nation or .;roup 
a~ainst an unsuspe'Jting nation " r group of mu~h f:r eater size and 
material power . •:11th its aid even a vr:.ry ro .... erful unsuspecting 
nation might be conquered within a very fev1 dayi; by o very much 
smaller one • • • 

5 . ':'he ... orld in its v1·esent state of moral advan'Jement compared 
Vti th its techniotsl development ,,ould \Jo ave11tually at the meroy 
of such a weapon . In other ..... ords , t.iodern 'ivilit.ation mie;ht be 
~omplotely destroyed . 

6 . To approach any \vorld reeoe orrenization of any pattern now 
likely to be considered , without a. appre'Jietion by the leaders 
of our country of the ~ov. er of this ne'v, weapon, would seem to be 
unre~listic . No system of control heretofore considered would be 
adequate to 'Jontrol this menace . Both inside any particular 
country , and between the nations of the world , the control <' f this 
weapon , ,ill Wldoubtedly be a mtstter of the 6retttost di ff ioulty 
and would involve su'Jh thoro~h-~oing rights of inspe,tion and 
inte1·nal coni;rols as we have novor heretofore contemplated. 

7. Furthermore , in the list of our present position with reference 
to this weapon , the question of sharing it "vii th other nations and 
if so shared , upon whet terms, beoomos a primary question of our 
foreign relations . .Also our leade:..·:-Jhip in the war and i n the de­
velopment of this weapon had ~la~ed a certr. in moral re&ponsibility 
upon us which we ~ennot shirk \J:\:c.hout very serious responsibility 
for any disaster to civilization \~hi')h it would further . 

8 . On tho other hand, if the problem of t he proper use of this 
, , ~apon oan be solved, 'vie would ha ve the opportunity to bring the 
world into a pattexn in whi ch tha peace of the .... orld and our 
oivilization o&n be soved . 

The next step in our preparations Mss the appointment • • 
of the interim committee, charged v.ii;h advising the :->resident the 
various ~uosti ons rai8ed by our a ;psrently i.nll .. iner.t success in 
developing an ato1td~ ... eapon . I ..-.es its ohairmen : •• 

Use of Bor. Doc id eel 

On June 1 , after its dis~ussions with the scientifi c 
panel , the inte:-im c0nmi t;tce unaniruously adopted the f ollo'v. i ng 
reoommend&tions; 

(1) The bomb should be used against Japan as soon as 
possible . 

(2) It should be used on a due l target - - th~t i~> a 
military instt:illation or \,ar plant surr ow1d~d by or adj a cent t o 
houses and other buildings most susoe1tible to d&mage , and 

(3) It should be used without prior 'v1arning of the nature 
of the weapon . 
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Dof~use Do'J . 55) 
One i.iember of the ')omr.itteo, ?~ . (R~ lph A. ) Bard , Under- Seoretery 
of the ravy , luter changed his view &nd d!.!>frnnted from rel)oCl!lienda-

tion . 
In rea':lhint these l)On'}lusions thd interim oomliiittee care­

fully '}onsidered such eltorr.ativos bS & dotcilod advar.ce warning 
or ~ demonst ration in srnno iLhabitud ere~ . Both of these suetes-
tions wore dia'}orded os imvraoticel. 

They were not re~urdcd ab l!.keily to be &ffe'}tive in com­
pelling a surr or!der of Japon , ~nd both of them ir.vol ved serious 
risk~. ~ven the t;e\, t.:exiOO teat v.ou:.C1 ll01i t,,iV0 iinal proof that 
any tiven bomb was 1Jertein to ex1 lode \ihon dropped from an airplane . 

(.,uite apart from tho gtmerelly un1'ufuiliel' nai;ure of atomic 
explosives , there .,.,as the \.l:ole 1,ro ulom of Axploaing a bomb et a 
prodotermined height in tho air by a l)Omp!.il)ated me'}henisro which 
1Jould not be tested in the stati'3 te..,t of l\e\- Mexico. 

Nothing wotd6 he Vd Leen i..oro dam3; !. r.g to our effort to 
obtain surrender thsn a \1tirri,;..Il6 C>r ti cA.e.:-.onstration followed by a 
dud -- and this Ttas real po.::1si bility . Further .... ore , \'e had no bowbs 
to v1Etste . It wss vitol that e aurfi'Jiont effeoi; be qui'}kly obtained 
v;i th the fe\1 we had • • • 

The principal !JOli t i-:>al , :;ooiti l tJnd n1ili tary objeoti ve of 
the United States in the s\lilllLer of 1945 \.as the rronpt and ~oMplete 
surrflnder of Japan . Only the ')OlilfJlote destruct ion of her mill tary 
powor oould open the \1ey to lastir.g 1.oace . 

Japan, in July 1945, had bean seriously ~eakaned by our 
increasingly violent Pttacks . It v1as lmmm t..> us that she had g one 
so f br as to make tentativo ~ro~osals to the Soviet government , 
hoping to use the Russians es mediators in a nagotiatod peace . 

These v&gue ;>ro poools cor.templatoa tt!e retention by Japan 
of i1~por t nnt oonquered areas eind 'I; ore therefore not '.}Or.s idered 
seriously . There was as yet no indic ~t ion of any weakening in the 
Jepanqse determination to fight rather than aooept un':londitional 
surrender. If she should porsist in hur fie,ht to the end , she had 
Jtill a araet mil ita!'Y l'o:-co . 

i~ght Res~st to End 

As we uncierstood it in July , tt.ere v.6., b very strong 
J!OSsibility that the Jeraneae government might det tirmine u1;on re­
sistEJnce to 1ihe ena, ir, all tt.e 01·eas of the }"'ar E&st t.nder its 
cont1·ol • • • 

Wo v.ere l)lar.ning an intunsif ied sea and oil• blockade , and 
greatly intensified strategic air bombing through the summer end 
early Fall , to be followed on ~:ovember 1 by en invasion of the 
Soutliern island of Kyushu . 

This Y1ould be f ollov1od in turn by an invbsion of t he main 
island of Horn~hu in the S1:ring of 1946 . The total U.S. military 
and naval force ir;.volve<i in this e:r and desien v.as of the order of 
5 , 000 , 000 men ; if all those indil·e~tly '.>On'.)erned are inclttded , it 
~as larger s~ill. 

We estimated the t if \,e should be forced to carry this plan 
to its concl~sion , the major fighting would not end until the latte1 
part of 1946, at the eorliest . 

I v1as informed that such operations might be expected to 
~ost over a million ~osualties , to Amorioan forces alone . 
Additional large losses might be ex~e'}ted among our Allies , end , of 
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cour.,c if :>L'r c:-.np~.ir n •1c re succr.as ·u1 -.nd if we could jud(!)c;. 
by previous c.xJerlencc , enemy c~su~t1£s would b€ much l~rgcr 
th n our m:r.. 

'Ti tn the::v ccnulr1 r r··.t.icnr. in :71 !.t.d, 1 wr:>tc i'. mcrnor:mdum 
for the p1•ec;.•.i nt, on .lv"'~: 2. mirh l 1,f~.ir..•1c fc.i rly "'cprGscnt· 
the. thin'{ ;,rir; ~r the. ;Jt1 .r1c "'.t1 Cove. rnmc.n-c "'.6 1f f in:-.lly took 
sh".)C in .•.ct ton . 

'T'hiS 1( -o r . 1c1u:n W..,S )"Cf" .iJ".1.I'rd ~.ftcr <l \SCU53 '\on .nd. Lr nC~" . 
... crcr:.1<.nt Hith J.:>r:c~'-1 C. 'Irr 1 , ~t,i .J S-c.ic.t.r:r of St.tc; , "'X 
Sccrc.t·ry of the !:'"Y ro?·:.re=.v .. l, .n•J. ·.1hc.n I dlscussc.d it witt 
the. . ..'rc.s11cnt, h-: C.Xti:v-.:.rsc~ hi3 ~,cr.er:-J. 1.)_>rovJ.l ••• 

The --.a.option of the pol tcy cwtlinc<: in the Mcmor >.ndu:n . 
July 2 •t.r. . <.A·:Cl1iOn ol' t:1·_'\ !'C~~tl~s; once it W!:,S J.CC€!)tCd 
b~' the :rr-.::nd·l"'.t c.l'H 9.:>s1tio. o ... t,hc ".t.omic bomb in our pl '.1t1-

hec"mc qu1~': clc~r. 

I find t. t :. i;t-trc'.. \1\ r..y l~ "'.ry ·~o "-..rl~' ".S .JL•ly 19 , 
thn.t 11 t ~c l~.st c '1--.r.cc •r -.:"!'lin:; • • ,11;;.st. be 31vc.n before c..n 
-ctu"'l l ·ndinr. :>f the. r·roun1l f-;:>rci:s in J'1n•.n , .nd fortunc.tcly 
th(' 01 ·ns pro vide .'"'o r cnou·:h tin" tc- t-rin.._ in the s!l.nct1ons 
to our '.1"'.rn in: in th( sh"")(. .)f he r.vy orclin".r" bo~1bing -.itt

0

.ck 
~.nd nn -:-.tt-:-.c1< of 3-·l • 3-1 '.-!'"'.G ::. code n .NC.. for the c..tomic 
bomb . 

' ! .rn inG r ro.'!'I r•otsdo.rr: 

Tl-\c."r ''".S much cU3CL':iri ::>n in 11 ... ahilGton .:-.l')out the tim:\.n._ 
of the. '·'".rnin::; t:> .J .~"'.n. '1'hc controllin·, f".ctor in thE:. end•: 
thr. ft ".tc "'.lrc"\d~r set for the .1.otsd--:n m~ tint., of ths -'\.0 Thrc~ 
It wts Pr~s11(nt Trun~n 'o dccls1on th t such a v~rn1n~ should 
be S"'llcnn"!.~· is..;uc'l b;)' the t, . S . , .nrl tllc i.' . :: • (Grc..at ~rito.in) 
fro m t.his mcctinc;. ..it'.1 thr. c:mcurrc:nc(. ~f t~f. he.:-.d of the 
Ch1ntsc 3ovcrnmE.nt , so ~~,t it ·~uld bL ~l .in that all of 
J -: .. ' n 1 s princi1·r.l c.ncnic.s •.rcrr in C\1

4

1:'...rc unity . 

This •r .E lone in the;. otsd"'.fll ulttir.;.tu111 of J uly 26 , unich 
ve r y closc.l" folloucd the. ;nr:nor .ndL''n of July 2 , u ith the 
cxct:~tion th.:-.t it m".d.c no M'" ntior. nf ~-.11c. J" .. )\nc.se .umpcror . 

en Jul~' 2E, the prcM:\.t:l'.' of J'"'.p-.n , 2U?..llKl , rc.jccte.d thc 
otsi-.'1 ult1M".tU!'l l)•• '"'nn.)u~1c~n'· ':. ........ t '\t ,.,-.s "unworthy of 

wl'-lic notice • 11 ln the: "'".C~ o~ t'.113 rr jE:cti:>n we. could onlw 
-:>rocc:cd to d,.; l\(mstr .tc t~nt thE ul ti.:n .~um ~!!d mE. -..nt e.x~ctly 
•·th".t it s ".1'1. 

~r.c use of the i~7ort~1cc of the. .... tomic mission a3.inst 
J"\.)-.n , the de:t·Hi:.cl )l'.ns HC.'1'( b1oueht to me by the:. milit'"'.ry 
st'"'.ff f')r -.).'rcv;-.1 . 

ith Prr:si<lc:1t TruM--.n 1 3 u-.r1 ::.;up·)ort I struck off the 
list of cu:,.,:-,c ntu~ t'!r:c tr, t':v: city of I~:roto . ._i.. thouch 1 t w . 
:o. t".1"5r. t of consid.r:r~1)lc rril~.t .1·y imp~rt'.ncc. , it h~.d. been tt1 
"'.nc icnt. c -:.~ 1t~.1 of J r-.) \n ~.nd •,ns 1. shrin( of Jc.~xmc.sc :J.rt 
. nd cu.l tu:."c . • ·c. d.:. t<. rmincd t'1 .t \ t should be s:;>o..r c.d . 

I ~)proved four othe r t~r3cts inclwlin~ th€ citif.S of 
H1roshim". r.nd i:Oi.;_;_-.s •. : .. 1 . 

t:iro3~1im '· \-r-.s 'IJombcd on .~u~uot 6 , -:tnd ~~:i.G~'.s r:.k i on ,.llbust 

~c ~~itcd ror ...._ result . ~r. W\ itcd on& d~y . 

:.-Bon~ Is !:ff cc ti vc.. 

"-:-.ny : ccounts h :- vc Q( r n '1/i"i t tc.n :-.b::>ut th€ J :1.;>?..ncse 
surr(ndcr . :.ft-o.r "- prol:>nGtd J':)·.ncsc C:\binf.t sE.esion in 

\.rhich 
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' I 
f, 

the deedlo')k wos trol~en by tho :?:1;.1nrc•r hi1.~ell', the off!!: ".o 
render \,es 01odo on ... u u~ ~ 10 . 

sur-

Our treE.t ouj 0')i.iVu n . ;, t.1u:. u')hiuvo .. : vnd ~ll~.t.o ev!dc·' 
I have seen indi')atos t:ia~ t!1 .; -=~1.tiollillf' .i;O'Jtor in the.,.. inal 
Japanese de')1sion to eool)pt our t, O""'t..s r.r LJui·rtJnder \1as the ato!ui".' 
bomb. 

'l'he t\.o atou:.·.:; b:)~tba '"hi">h Ho htt l dro:'lied were the only 
<mas vie hod retidy, and our rote 01' i>roJli')tion ut the ti.Lle \•(IS vo:r; 
smell .. 

Hod tho \\ar cont inuud mltil tho · rojo'Jted invasion on 
Nov a1Jber 1, a deli t.1.om.· !. fire roic'4s of 13·· ... 9 ' s \.ould hb ve been r.!OrO 
destru'Jti ve of life ond pr0par'ty thr.n t111 \'err limited number of 
atrn:iio roids \lhioh we conld h1. ve oxu-,utocl in the same pariod. 

But tho atomic 001r.b wos mo ·o tht.n a \1ec.pon of te r rible 
destruotion; it "w1bS E.. psycholo~iobl \,ec1poll . 

So far &s thu Jop!.r'3 ao ooulcl kno\f, ou.r obility to execute 
atoruio attacks~ if necesst:iry by r.is11y _I,l1::1nos tit a tit.a, \>wu8 w.-
11£1ted . 

As Dr . Earl Compton hJo s~i.d· "It \es t.Ot or.e atomic borub ~ 
or tVlo , \.hioh broU£ht surrendel', it •ois the: OX"'eriance of v,hat en 
atomic bomb will actually do to a ~0L-:uur1ity, plus the dread of 
many more, tr.at v.cs effe'Jt.ive •1 

As I ref.d ovor v~t:ot I hove \Jl' i tten, I um O'v•tire the Ii muoh 
of it., in this year of .iJeace, m.iy hove o hc.rsh i.:nd unfeeli1~g sour.d 
It '•OUld perhep s be pol:>silile t<) sr.y the 5Ul.1e things and sey them 
more gently. But I d0 not thi11k it \•Ot..ld bo \I iae . 

As I look bbok ovBr the fiv~ yo 1 ~s of ray service a s 
Secretary of ~·1or , I see too man y stern ond heartrending de'Jisions 
to be wi llins to pr et end the t v1ar 1::> t:.ir1ythir1g else than Hhet 1 t is 

The ra'e of ~ar is tho fE'Je of dJoth ; death is an 
inavitable port of every order thCit ~ ~artime leader bives . The 
de'Jision to use the e 'tomi ~ bo mb v1i..s t1 de'Ji sion the t broue;.ht deatl 
to over s hundred thousend Jorunese . 

No explanation 'Jon 'Jhf.n€e thct fei'Jt and I do not \1ish to 
glo:JD it over . But this deliber~to , pr·x1odi tated destru'Jtion won 
our least abhorrent choice. 

The d.estru'Jtion of Eiroshimu end l~l.~aaeki put an end to 
the Japan., se v;er. 

It stopped the fire raids, ond the stranblin£ blockade , 
it ended the ghastly s}-e'Jter of o clash of great l an d armies . 

In this last great E:totior. of the second world Vvar v.e \ierEl 
given final prool' ti1tit v,er is death . 

Vie r in the tv.ent ..?.ct h ·Jont.uc-1 .t:as e;r o-wn more berbe:rous , r~or ~ 
destru'Jtive, more debased in all :\-.: ~~ Cl~ _:;-. ;')ts. l~ov. , with ti ·e 
release of atomic energy , muL 1 s ability to do~troy hicself is very 
nearly 1Jonplete . 

The bombs 1ropped on Hiroshino end t:agasaki ended a ~er . 
They also rnade it \;holly ')leor t.ho t we .uiust n ever have &nother war~ 

This is the l esson uan ond leaders everywhere must learn , 
and I believe tii.E.. t \it.en they loc.rn it tl.Qy \,ill find a \,ay t o 
1E.st1ng peace . 

'!'here is no other choice . 
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