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v, 26 Ceptenber, 1046

IRTERNAT TONAL N [ARY TRIBUNAL
FOR THE FAR EAET
Court Hovse of the Tribuna
Jar linistry Buillding
Tokyo, Japan

Tribunal met, pursuant to adjournment,

Tribunal, s4yre as before,
Frosccution Scection, come as before,

Defense Scetion, same as before,

En~lieh to Japanesc: and Japanese
to English interpretation was nade Ly the

Language Section, ILTFE.)




MARGHAL OF T.IE COURT: The International
~Wilitary Tribunal for the Far East is now in session.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr,., Caudle.

cnll the Court's attention to prosecution document

J M, CAUDLE: If it nlease the Court, may I
|
|

No., 4029-F, which is in evicence as exhibit 548,

‘This document purports to be a telegram from Ambassador

2l0tt to the Germzan Foreign Office., In the second para-

¢ graph of sala cocument, Nr, Ott refers to a 24-ran com=-

mission of which the defendant SUIRLTORI was a member
as a representative for foreign political matters.,

We nave endeavorca to try to learn the names
of the merbers of this commission, but have bcen unable
to ¢o so. I wonder if I would be out of order in recquest-
ing that the prosescution afford the Ccurt and the defense !
the name of the commission, lts members, and president,
if anyone had that position.

TEE PRESIDENT: The less they say about it the
bettor for you., %Wany do you want to supplement their
evicence?

Kz, CAUDLZ: Well, sir, I just wanted to know
what we had before us and what to do to controvert it,
if anything.

THE PRESIDENT: The prosecution can plcase

2o |themselves about that. We give them no direction,




¥r. Cunningham,

MR, CWIINGHAK: If the Yribunal plecass, ycse
teorcay I made an objection to the introduction of
political cocuments and telegrsms, and in racponsze to
the inquiry addressed to the vrosecution as to what
provision unaer the Charter the documents were intro-
duced, the Court voluntcered the information that the
documants are adamittec under aut.orit: of Article 3,
Section b, Item (1),

TiH% PRISIDENT: Well,"c," I think I sald,
may be wrong, too. I c¢id not lool at it, I reclicc on
my menory. £ think T said "e,"

MR, CUNNINGIHAL: dow, I recooctfully ciil the
Tribunal's attention to th2 snecific wording cf
Article 13, Scetion b, Iten (1),

o "ba! "b" 15 about

} ¥

111 havz to cizck you firszt,
I bzlinrvz the Court s3id

M (3)-

CRESIDENT: That i

ez S e e e e

may bas otners, However, we stand on tiat,

-

IRe CONINGHALI: Moy I submif onecew




THE PRESIDENT: By the war, bL:fore you
any farther: If the Charter saic nothing about
rules of evicence or what 20ulé b2 admitted, it
law, as I understand it, after taking the advica of
the most highly placed counsel in the country, Ex-

Loré Chanc:llors, Ex-Lord lasters and Attornoy

G2nerals, that the rules of c¢vidence do rot apply in

there procaidings ageainst enemy property or agains
‘
enemy subjectsz. The rules of evicenc:, the strict

.

ulcs of evicdence, have no arplication in priz:
ceeaings. Iy information wns given to me bofor:

neeame a nember of this Tribunal: co that cven if voll
’

vere right on this point vou arc raising, and yvou are

probably wrong, tiie matter would be purcly acadomic.

In any event, w2 are not golng to allov our
dieelsion to be reopencd by you.

I will r=ad Articla
cocument without proof of its
which appears to the Tribunal
issued by any dcpartment of any government,
be thne Japanz2s: or any oth:r government.

ne raecorc, I am repo

to have said: "The document is cluarly within
Article 13c¢(1) of the Charter."

IIR. CUNNINGIIALI: dith all due respeet to what




your Honor has just saild, may I make the point which I

had in vicw, and that is to emphasize the one feature

. of this article which I think is very pertinent, which

your Honor has passea ovaer?

THE PRZISIDENT: We will read Article 13 first,

Article 13 provides: "Evidencc. Admissibility.
Thoe Tribunal shall not be bound by technical rules of
avidence., It shall., . .aémit any cvidence which it
deems to have probative valua," Any evidence which it
Gecms to have probative value, Taen it goes on in
Article ¢ to state: "Specific evicdence admissible.
In rarticular, and without limiting in any way the scope
of the foregoing general rules, the following evidence
may be admitted."

MR, CUNNINGI:AM: Now, may I now read the
scntonce whicn I bzliev: embraces my point?

THE PRZSIDENT: You may.

MR, CUNNINGHAM: I raspectfully call the Tri-
bunal's attention to the specific wording, and empha=-

hat the documents permitted thersin are armed

fore:s cocuments and not governmental or political docu=~

2| ments.

THE PRESIDLNT: The members of the Tribunal
have alrcacy discussed that particular phrase, ana come |

to the conclusion that the interpretation I put on it




is corrcct. But I rcpecat again, we have a duty to
admit any cvidcnec we think has probative valucj and
the documents specified in Article 13¢(1l) arc only
instances and arc not an exhaustive category.

I further emphasize that if the Charter was
silent, if Article 13 Gid ot appear in it, the rules
of e¢vidence would not bind us.

L:r - H"’.d Ca

MR, HYDE: May it plcas2 the Tribunal, prose-
cution documents 4042-A, 4037-A, 4037-C, and 4038-A
arc offcrced in cviacnes,

Document 4042-A is a tclegram from the German
Ambassador in Tokyo, datc¢ 21 November 1940,
son to whom it was addrcssad is not indicated, It was
founa in the files of the Gorman Forcign Office.

Cocumcnt 4037-A is a telegram from the German

Ambassador in Tokyo, datcd 6 February 1941. The

acdrcsscc is not indicated, It was found in thc files
of the Gorman Forcign Office.
Locum:cnt 4037-C is a telegram {from the G:rman

Ambassacor in Tokyo for thz Reichs Foreign Minister

personally. It is datea 17 Fubruary 1941,
Documcnt 4038-A is 2 tclegram from Boltze, an
official in the German %mbassy in Tokyo, dated 12 March

1941, The name of thc addressce docs not apnear, This




1
|

tclogram was found in the files of the German Forcign

| Office.

THE PRESILENT: Admitted on the usual terms,
CLFRK OF THE COURT: Prosccution's document

No. 4042-A will reccive oxhibit No. 5633 document 4037-A,

axhibit No. 5643 document 4037-C, o=xhibit No, 5653
Gocument No. 4038-A, cxhibit lo. 566.
(Whsrcupon, the documants above

referred to were marked prosecution's exhibits

No. 563, 564, 565 and 566, and were received

in evidence.)

MR, HYDE: These cocuments relate to French

Indo-China and Thailand, andé are used in this phase
of the case to show the exescution with German aid of

strategic plans which finally culminated in the use of

French Indo-China and Thailand as a springboard for the

launching of an attack agzinst Singapore, as vill be
shovin by dGocuments presently to be offered.

I will read exhibit 563, telegram from Ott,
dated 21 Hovember 1940,

(Reading) "Telegram (Secret Cipher FProcess).

"Tokyo, 21 November 1940, Arrivzl, 21 Novem=-
ber 1940."

It is marked "Urgent" and "Secret."

"I, The Vice Foreign ifinister inforned ne




todav regerding the situntion in Theilrnd, thet

the Theilrnd Prine Minister, as well rs the Zncricen
cavernment hewe denicd rlleped negotictions for #2n
sllicnce. Hosever, British end /nericen snmbes-
sednrs in Pengkok are working energctically tn win

My o
I

aver Theilrnd for the inglo-Srxon Povwers.

Jerenese CGovernnent hes to-dry prorncesd to Thei-
12nd thot she 1imit her territoricl cleims on
Indo-Chins in same mointe, rnd vould then be
ready to medirte betwean Theilsend ond Indo=Chirg,
Should the ncersinn erisc, Japan will reouncst the

surport of the Cermen Covernment in dealing 1ttt

the French Covernment,

"IT. The Vice Torclegn Minilster infor=cd
ne rnst eonfidentielly thot the Jarencso Covern-
ment intends to send vwershirs to Scipon, The Trench
Government will be inforred thet thie 5111 be o

fricndly visit, but it will be, in foet, eined <8

o | g
. Rt a3

» denonstratinn seainst Theil:nd,

MTIT. In trc orinion ~f the Vice Forcign

. =t
ki

tinister, if Thailend were to turn towsrds the /inplo-

Loy

Saxon coemp there vould be no eonsidersble militery

s

herrt to Japan in eonsaquence. This nove could be

countercd by the occup~tisn of Sricon, ent theroby

be ennmpensatcd,.

(Signcd) "QTT"

e ————




I will now reac exhibit 504, mrrked "To be

kept in locked file," dated "Tokyo, 6 Februasry 1941;

Arrival, 6 February 1941." It is marked "Sccret,"
"Vice Foreign Minister informed me just now
that Japanese Government intends to obligate France
and Thailand bv a secret agreement, curing the negot!n-
tions beginning here on February 7 concerning settle~
ment of bounaary disputes of France and Theiland, to
make no political or military agreement with a third
power, Vice Foreign Minister acded that this obliga-
tion, as far as it concerns France, .ould, of course,
apply only to Indo-China. He supposes that the Govern-
ment of the Reich welcomes the Japanese actlon because,
in the spirit of the Tri-Partite Pact, it is directed
towards eliminating the British-American influence in
an important area of the Greater Lrst Asin sphere, as

mucn as possible, The Vice Foreign liinister reaquested

notification of the Reichs Government, particularly for |

the reason that the French Government might possibly
raise objections by referring to the German-French
Armistice Agreements.

"The 7ice Foreign Minister will give the same
information to the Italian Ambassador."

I will now read a part of exhibit 565.

"Telegram (Scceret Cipher Frocess).

o ——
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in lockec¢ file. Tokyo, 17 February 1941; Arrival,
17 February 1941,
"For the Reicihs Minister personally,"
Now I will turn to the end of the next to
the last paragraph, the second sentence from the end.
"Negotiations proceecec not without dif‘icul-
ties on account of the excessive demands of Thailand.
The Japanese Government is at present working on a

proposal of a compromise which through me will be plased

nt the disposal of the Reichsministecr in the next few
cays with the request to influence the Vichy regime
in the direction of acceptance of the proposal through
mediation of the Reich Covernment."

It is signed "Ott."

I will no' read exhibit 566,

"Telegram (Secret Cipher Process). To be

kept in locked file,

"Tokyo, 12 March 19413 Arrival, 12 larch 1941,

"Foreign Vice lMinister OHASHI just visited
me anc asked me to convey to the Reich Foreign Minister
the sinccre gratitude of the Japanese Government for
tne extroorcinarily veluable 2nd effective support of
the Japanese mediation in the dispute between Thoiland
i rench Indo-China.

"Signed Boltze."




Prosecution document 4042-C, a telegram
from the German Ambassador in Tokyo for the Reichs-
minister, @ated 19 Lecember 1940; 4042-D, a telegram
fvom the German Ambassador in Tokyo for the Rzlche-
minister, dated 13 December 1940, and 4037-B, a tele-
gram from tha German Ambassador in Tokvo to the Relche-
minister for Forcign Affairs, daated 10 February 1941,

are nrasented for introduction in evidence.

L Iy

MO o R s

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,

S i

£

1<

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosccution's document
No. 4042-C will receive exhibit No. 567; cocumcnt
No. 4042-D, oxhibit No. 568; document o, 4037-3,
exhibit I'o. 569.
(“her:upon, thz documents zbove
roferred to were markeé prosccution's exhibits
No. 967, 563 and 569, and were racaivaed
evidence.)

VR, HWE: Those documents are usac for the

-

purposa of shoving thsot the ox:ccution of strategic

plans in the area south of China wag coorainated with

an unprecadznted trip by the Jannnese Foreign Minister
to Germany for confurences with 1z2aing German diplo-
matic, military anc Incustricl lunGerse

I will rcad exhibit 567.




"Telegrem

"(Seeret Cipher Process)

"To be kept in locked file

"Tokyeo, 19 December 1940 11.30 hours
"Arrivel, 19 December 1940 22,15 hours

"Most urpgent!
"For the Reichsminister

"The Foreign liinister is consicdering, so
he told me, te acecept in the near future the invitetion
of the Reich Foreign.Minigter to come to Berlin,
He is thinking ef crriving there in the second
helf of Jenuary, to mcke 2 shert visit to Rome
from Germeny, if pessiblc stry in lioscov &nd return

to Tokyo at the end of February., Prime liinister

approves plen £nd would 1like to obtein +the Empcror's
sanction for z longer crpence of the Foreign Minister,

The Forelgn Minister emnhesized to me his need to

mcke a strong gesture in fevor of the Tripertite

Pact ond if possible,. to personally overcome the

derdlock in the negotistions with Russia end China.

The Diet /sesaiond beginning in Jenuary could rost-
pone its foreign volicy debezte until the return of
the Foreign Minister.

"I have the impression thet the Foreign

Minister would like te enhznece the welght of his




noliecy cnd himsclf throurh the conversation with

the Fiichs Foreign Minister and on eventuval recep-
ticn by the Fuchrer end hopes vith Cermen help to
set into mction the stzlled nepotirticns with
hucsir, In my opinicn his plan is entirely in

cur interest, The journcy would meke a strong
irpression on world politics, £dé weizht to the
Triprrtite Pact centercd in Berlin, would strengthen
the cttitvde of the Foreipn lMinister tovrrds Americe
throvgh the conversrtion in Berlin, end strengthen
the Cerman impression #nd would onen up the possi-
bility of & conversetion vith lioscow. Apzinst this
rdventege, in my oninion, the extended ebsence of
the leader of the Jupsnese foreign noliey would

not be of conseavecnce since the armed forces,
especlzlly the ermy, will reenwhile relisbly heed
the policy cf the Tripartite Pect., The Foreign

Uinister would rrasumebly be thenkfuvl for Germen

encovreeerent of his plen. I, therefore, suggest

to empewer me to trensmit & corresponding attitude
of the Reichs Foreign Minister."

(Signed)  "OTT"

I will now rerd exhibit 568:

"Telegram

"To be kept in lecked file,




"(Secret Cinher Process)

"Tokyo, 31 December 1940 9:10 hours
"Arrivel, 31 December 1940 16,55 hours
"No. 1459 of 31 December

"Most Urgent!

"Re Telepram No. 1171 x) of the thirtieth
"x) BRAM

"For the Reichsminister,

"I trensmitted to the Foreign Minister
on 24 December sccording to instructions No. 1154 x)
the information of the Reichs Foreign Minister, x)
RiM 381 which visibly delighted him himself, end
asked for a speedy reply. The Foreign Minister
todey, after the conclusion of -the cabinet changes
of the lest few days; mede e report to the Emperor,
who received the plan kindly but reserved his
decision., The Foreign Minister; whe egein sssured
me whet great store he sets by the accomplishment

of the journey, plans to get himself given the nost far=-

recching possible authority from the cebinet, and i

ebove 211 the War Minister, He held out the pros-

nect of & finel answer in the middle of Januery.
"The Foreign Minister holds it expedient

thet before his errivel in Berlin Ambassador OSHIMA

should have zlreedy nresented his credentials, As




0SHINY, informs me, hc¢ will probebly arrive in

Berlin ¢t the e¢nd of Jenuary., The Foreign Minister

vouvld then follow cfter an intervel of 7 to 10 deays."
(Signed) "OTT"

I will now rerd exhibit 569:




"Telegram (Secret Cipher Process)

"To be kept in locked file

"Tokyo, 10 February 1941 01l.10
"Arrival, 10 February 1941 2400 i
"No., 196 of 10.2.,41 Nost Urgent

"For the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs.," 1

I will now eliminate the four lines of references
|

in the telegram and read the body of the telegram. :
"Foreign Kinister !/ATSUO¥A has just told me

with obvious joy that the Emperor, on the Prime
"inister's representation, granted him permission
to accept the Reich Foreign Minister's invitation
to visit Berlin. He intends presuming an agreement

. to this from the other side to depart after the

. conclusion of the Thailand negotiations about 25
February and to reach Berlin between 12 and 15

- March, He has set aside 12 days in all for the

¢ conversations in Berlin and a supplementary visit to
Rome and Moscow. Conseauently he would arrive in

, Tokvo again about April 10, If need be, his stay in
Europe could be prolonged a few days. However, the
Forelen Minister would have to be in Tokyo again at

,3 the latest by April 15.
"He will probably be accompanied by the head

of the European Division, Ministerial Director,

i
Loy




SAVALOTO, Director FAFANISHI, of the South Manchurian
Railway Co., whom he knows intimately, further by

the Legation Secretaries FASE and HOGEN, Attache
SAIOUJTI, prandchild of the last GENRO who died
recently, one ycunger officer from the army and the
navy each, as well as two cipher operators.

"The Foreign !"inister gave me the following
details re the most important questions which he

would like to discuss in Berlin:

"I. Attitude of the partners of the Trie-
Partite Pact towards America,

"l.) Dinlomatic influence against entry into

war,"

That is marked "1,)" under the "I." I just

"The Foreign linister is endeavoring to
vrevent America's entry into the war in the spoirit

of the ract. To this end he has instructed Ambass=-

ador NOVMURA to dwell most emphatically on Japan's

unconditicnal loyalty to the pact and her military
and economic mipht/in talks/ with President RCOSEVELT,

and pecint ocuvt the senselessness of an American entry
into the war, America could not stop :the defeat
of England by entering the war., On the contrary,
by fighting Gerrmany and Japan, who alone are able to

.




create an order in Europe and East Asia necessary
even for America in the long run, she would act against
her own interest.

"2,) Preventative attack against SINGAPORE,
""Should, 1in spite of this, America's entry

Into war appear unavoidable the Japanese Government
considers a preventative attack against Singapore
to remove or make difficult the possibility of Ameriea's

waging a military war in the Pacific Ocean. In view

of the far reaching political and military consequences

of such an action, the Foreign Vinister exnlained

that Japan wevld undertake such a decision only in

complete agreement with the Reich. 1In the meantime,
the armed forces are taking the measures necessary
to be rezdy for war,
"IT. Termination of the China conflict.
17 "The Foreign Minister has continued his
18 | highly confidential sounding of CHIANG-KAI-SHEK,
191 The latter was showing signs of greater rezdiness
20 | for an understanding with Japan, to avoid inereasing
21 | danger f'rom the Chinese Communist Army. The Foreign
22| Ninister expects favorable progress in his secret
25; negotiations with Ch*ang-Kai-Shek from the Berlin

24 | conversations, although Japan had to decide to rec-

25 | ognize ‘ANG-CHING=WET,"




I will omit reading the paragraphs under the

heading,"TII, Relatiors to Russia," as they will be

considered in a later phase of the case.

The telegram I just read is signed M™OTT."

I offer in evidence prosecution documents
4037=D and 4037-E, The former is a repnrt of a con=-
versation between Ambassador OSHIMA and ‘eizsacker,
and the latter is an extract from a report of a con-
versation between Ambassadors OSHIMA and Ribbentrop.
They are used for the purpose of demonstrating
how close the collaberation between Japan and Germany
was and how far the execution of the agressive plan
had advanced at this carly date.

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution document
4037-D will receive No. 570, and document 4037-E
will receive exhibit No, 571,

(Whereupon, prosecution's exhibit
No. 570 and No. 571 were received in evidence.)

I will read exhibit No., 570:

"Berlin, 22 February 1941'"--

In the upper right hand cocrner appears the
word "today."

"Secret

"(To be presented before 0SHINA's arrival)
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"The Javanese Ambassador visited me this
morning. "/e briefly developed his viewpoints regard-
ing the future Japanese foreign policy. OSHINA
arranged the three tasks of Japan in East Asia
according to their urgency from north to south.

"1:)

"Russia

"OSHINA emphasized the emotional side of this
question with the Japanese publie, The latter would
not admit an agreement (non-aggression pact) with
Russia if real sacgifices were to be brought for this.
But perhaps a modus vivendi with Russia could be
reached without sacrifices and would also be sufficient
to relieve Japan in the north.

"Speed is required.

n2s)

"China

"OSHIMA deplored that Japan had not settled
matters with CHIANG-JATI-SHEK long ago. A settlement
should now be fourd. There were two schools at present
in Tokyo, one which would directly agree with CHIANG
KAT-SHEK, the other which would put pressure on
CHIANG ¥AI-SHEK by giving preference to WANG CHING=-

WEI. OSHINA himself inclines toward the latter procedure)

") |

|




"British Fosasrssions in Fst Agia.

"In this connection O0SHTIA made military

statements conecrning which it may be sufficient to

Hongkong first, which should not be very difficult,

*‘ mention that OSHIINA considers 1t necessary to take
|

- |

(

Singavore has to be seized in grand style from the

sera and from the land,

"I expressed doubts to OSHIVA whether the
order of the rroblems, which he had mentioned, fits
the demand of the historie hour which wonld rrobably
never return. OSKIMA preplicd that he had energetically
advocated the roint of view 1in Tokyo that one shonld
not let slip by orportunities that would determine

the fate of Janan for centuries.

"I suppose that 0SI'TEA's trend of thonght
when he visits Fuschl will be with’n the frarework
depicted ahove.

"(Signed) "IZIZSACKER,M




I will read exhibit No, 577.. Tt is marked,
"To be kept in locked file," and there is a marginal
nnte indicatine it was transmitted under No, 223 to
Tokyn,.
"Telegram"
(Open)
"Special train, 28 February 1941,
"Fuschl 27 Februery
"irlorerme Tokyo*)

"Secerct note for departmient heads,

"For your purely rersonal informatinnl

"The Japanese Ambassador OSIHTMA visited we at
Fuschl on February 23. The discuscion, as always,
procceded partieularly friendly and intimately. is
regards details, it took the fsllowing course:

"To start with, I made a review of the gencral
political situation, After war with England had bocone
inevitable, the Fuchrcr decided unon an agre.nmont wtth
Russia to avoid a war on two fronts, In the lorg »an,
the agrcement also lay in the interert of Jarun,
which is interecsted in t he speediest poszible vietHyy
for Cermany. After the coneclusion of thoe German-

Japanese alliance, the further development of this

/agrecment/ mist follnw, Far Cermany, there are no

more military problems of any kind on the continent.




Germany would not tolerate England obtaining a firm

fanthnld anywhere nn the continent - in the Mediter-

ranean, Greece or elsevherc, BEngland's hopes for

blockade, hunger and unrest were in vain., England

must be forced to realize that she had n» prospects

nf victory and must ask for pcace. Germany was closely
watching developments in France, was not interested in
sccupying the whole country, alsn lest French Africa
cshould fall to De Caulle, Frence's might was broken

for all time., GCarrison the Occupied Countrics was

merely a pnlice function., Peace reigned everywhere
and there was nn lack of fond. Germany herself had
sufficient foodj; occasional short supply of raw mater-

1als had no practical significence., In spring 240

divisiones, including 186 first-class of fensive

divisinns were rcady for use. Rumania, Hungary and
Slovakia had already entered the Tri-Partite Pact.
Bulgaria's entry was very close at hand. The Turkish-
Bulgarian declaration demonstrated a definite Turkish
withdrawal from military developments in the Balkans

and from ®ngland. Necither Turkey nor Russia would

teke any action in the event of a German-.-intervention

in Greece, Jugoslavian statesmen had recently expressed

their desire for peace by their visit t» Cermany.

Jugoslavia must come nver to nur camp sooner or later,




Conscquently the Balkens were in our hends, The
Bnglish would hrve to evacuate Cracce, JItaly hed
suffered rcverses, She hed attacked Greecce without
nur knowledge and with ponr military preparation,
However the Italian front in Grerce was now stable.
General YAVELL's advance in Nnrth /Africa vas to be

explained by the fear of tanks amnng the Italians, whn

had nat becn sufficiently schonled for fipght against
tanks, ™e had n»t sent an organizatinon /verband/ to
Libya, t» bring about a cheange there if possible,
The Itelian penple stond firmly behind the DUCE: we
were helping with the supply of ' raw naterials. e
stond nn gond and intimate torms vith Spain. Sooner
nr later she would come over to us openly; she hes-
itated =till at present because of the difficulties
of her food supply. ™"ith Russia relations were good .
lloreover, in view of our military strength, she would
beviare of taking any action against us! STALIN was 2
cool and clever pnlitician, Germany was viewing
matters in the Bast with supreme ease. A Russo-Cerman
conflict - not wished by us - would mean a gigantic
German victory and an end to the Soviet regime.

"In the war against Bngland our bambs had created

serious destruction, despite bed weather, which was

having a strongly retarding effect nn English war




production, ete. ™e hoped to continue to destroy
much nore with our bombardment than America could
replace. From the bepinning of I'arch »nward the use
of U-boats will be increased many times. "e would
then deliver fearful blows on England through a con-

bination of the Luftwaffe and U-boats. ¥Tnglish imports ,

must be reduced to a definite minirmun, below English
subsistence level, through sinkings, to render the
situation catastrophic, Invasion of Englend was pre=
rared, but depended on various factors. ROOSHVELT

wes the most bitter opronent of Gerrieny end Japan.

Hovever it wes in our interests to keep america out of
the war, If Amcrica did come in to the war despite
tris, she could not wage it militarily. The vast
extent of the nceans 1ying between us =and America made

this impossible, Practically it would arount only to

the building of American air bascs in Fngland., However
in air warfare e were in o strategically more favor-
able position vis-a-vis Fngland. "e ere rot only
equal to a conmbination of the British and American

elr forces but superior at any time. The number of
pilots was unlinited, likewise the aircraft production
potential, Giant reserves of nmaterial were stored up,

likewise munitions. Production vould be concentrated

|
|
!

_on U-boat fleets, air fleets and flak., The war ves J




won today, militarily, cconomically, and pnlitically;
we wished, however, to end the war quickly, and for
Mmiland to esk far peace soon, In this connectinn

cn=onerntion with Jepan was important, In her most

s = = — e —

rerennal intercsts she should attack as soon as poSe
sible., The decisive blow would be an attack on
Singarnre, to oliminate Englend's key position in
East Asia and to secure for Jeran a position in East
fsin v*1ch it could only win in war. The occupation
of Sinpapore must take place with lightning speed, if
at all nnssible without a declaratinn of war and in

the nmiddle of reace, to contribute to a speedy termin-

i-. J
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etinon of the war and tn keep Anerica out nf the war,

"imbasgador OSHIMA replied, that preparations
far the nccupatinn wf Singapnore woruld be conmpleted by
the end »f lMav. Fnr safcty's sake preparations nust
be made not nnly fHr var against England but also
ageinst America., Jaran's supply of raw materials,
especially res sterl end iron, was difficult. Con-
struction »f 45,000 ton ships had been suspended and
instead thcy were building submarines, torpedo boats
end speced bonats for the defense of the islands. The
moment for the accupatinn of Singauwnre must be co-

nrdinated vith operatinns in Burope. The attack nust

corme from the land, as it was too difficult from the




sca, The nccupntinn nf Hongkong and the Philippines
had been rrovided for in case »f need.
"T renarked that it would be better to delay the

Philirpines project end to rroceed with the surrrise

centure »f Singarore alone, In case nf a corresronding

explanatinn end notivatisn nf the nceuration, fmerica

would stay nut nf the war. Three reasons for speedy
action were of importance:

"(1) Occupation of Singarnre would ncan a
decisive blnw ageinst the core »nf the British Tmpire.

"(2) annerica would renein out »f the war, as
she was nnt yet ermed, and vnould not risk her fleet
west of Hawall., If hAmerican interests were respected,
even ROOSTVILT's argunent re: rprrestige for entering

wvar vould be elininated. 1If she did enter the

war, anerica would have tn 1loaok »n rawerlessly, how
Jarean vould take away the Philirrines from her,

"(3) Jeren rust secure for herself for the

coming New Order in the vworld that rosition vhich she
hored to have 2t the conclusinn of the preace., W%ngland
vould never give up Singapsre through negotiations,

but rather ¢nntinue fighting t» the last. [Imbassador
OSHII. agreed comnletely with this line nf thought,

He declared himself villing tn do everything to realize |

this pnlicy. He remarked that he had asked the




Jaranese Forelgn Minister to gn to Berlin with the

mnst enncrete possible rropnsals. I told OSHIMA it
wanuld be gond, if the Janonese Foreign Minister brought
with hirm a final decision t attack Singapore snon, 80
thet we ecould then discuss all the details here. 1

exrlained further thet the closest ¢o-oneration in all

srheres, particularly res Dnews service end the press,

was necessary for the commdn rrosecution of the war,
such as hed already been arranged with Italy, Rumania,
Hungary, Slovakia and Bulgaria in on exemrlary. The
/mbassndor intends to set up & profran with out repre-
sentatives for the intensification of Japanese propa=
ganda. Cohncerning the U.S./s, I remarked that blunt
speaking should be errloyed appropriately vis-a-vis
ther. The U.S. renple did not like National Sncialism,
but ~n tre nther hend, were agrinst entering the war,
sn ne not to sacrifice their sons. The U.S. penrle
felt instinctively thet ROOSTVELT and the Jewish wire
rullers wanted to rull then into war without reason.,
Trerefore a cleer ond strong, but not aggressive,
rolicy should be rursued tovard the U.S.A. The U,S.
reaple rust know thet if they had aggressive desires,
an iron front of determined renples, which practically

erbraced the vhole vnrld, vould opronse them. "e nust

rmeet the Tnglish rropaganda of misreprresentation with
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the olnsest cn-operetinn, For this a continuous
exchange of ideas in syeeches and utterances abnut
rrineirles was necessary. In this eonnection I
referred tn M.TSUOK.L's recent statement on Japan's
readiness for nediatio-n f»or preace and the declaration
~nf the Jap. anmbassadnr in ashington NOMURA, on
Japan's attitude in the event of imerica entering the
war. Tn nmy reference thet we had elready nade a
preat contribution to the sharing of the fate of the
allied Nations thr-ugh the victory on the continent,
alsn thet in the future, nn aceount nf gengrarhical
factors, we would have tn bear the brunt of the var,
while Jaren would nnly have to fight against the
nerirhery nf the British Emrire, and that Japan nust
now seize the gigantic oprortunity being ~ffered her,
snd should n~t evade the final consequence - OSHINA
rerlied that Japan was deternined to maintain her
Imperial position. Ls he ennfidentially told ne,
KONOYE and M.TSUOK/ thought as he did and were for an
early attsck »n Singapore.

"T then discussed the tasks of reconstruction in
Turore and East isia facing the nowers »f the Tri-
Partite Pact after the wer, Over centralization was

tr be avnided, =nd in the economic sphere, a snlution

on the bas}g_ﬁf equality must be_fﬁund. L_freg_




exchonge ~f e»nnerce nn a grend scale rust take

rlace between the great srheres of interest, the
Tur-rean-.fricar syhere nf power under the leadership
»f Germeny &nd Italy and the East Asia srhere »f
interest under the leadership »f Japan, Japan could
eonduct direct trade and conclude trade agreements
vith the inderendent states nf the western hemisrhere
as before, snd likewise Germany and Italy with the
indej endent countries in the Jepanese sphere »of pover,
such as China, Thailand, Ind»-China, etc. In both
econnnie spheres yreference should be given over

third rowers. Ministerial Director SOHLT/T's task

vas linited to concluding a trade egreenent. The
general outline of the new trade pnlicy would be
deternined in Berlin accnrding t» agreement by the
Heonnnie enrmmissisn of the Tri-Partite Pact, Following
this up, I rninted nut the pnssible necessity nn the
grounds »f renewed U.S. inrudence for common actinn

tn npen the eyes of the U.S, reople tn the situation

end rossibly bring sbout a change in public nrininn

In favor of isnlation, I indiceted the problenm express-
ly as being theoretlical and in nn way acute et present.
L common break in diplomnatic relations with the U.S.

by the rartners »f the Tri-Partite Pact was to be

eonsidered shnuld the necasinn arise in the course of




this ectinn,
(Signed) "RIBBTNTROP,."

I offer in evidence rrnsecution document
A037-G., This 1s ¢ telegramn dated 27 February 1941
from Ribbentrnr tn the Cerman /nmbassador in Tokyo.

THE FRESIDPNT: /dnitted on the usual terns,

CLTRK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's docunent
Nn, 4037-G will receive exhibit No, 572.

(“hereurnn, the dneunent abnve

referred t» was nerked prosecution's exhibit
No, 572 and wes received in evidence.)
MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit Nn, 572:
"Telegran (Secret Cipher Prncess)
"T> be kept in locked file,
"Fuschl, 27 February 1941
"/rrival, 27 February 1941
"R...M. 49/R to Ioreign Office Berlin
"l, Diplnhgerma Tnkyn
"2, Fonr Cirher Bureau,
"Secret note for derartment heads.
"Far the [mbassadnr rersonelly.
"I ask you to *ark vith all the means at your
conmend t~» the end that Jaran takes rossession »f
ingayore &s snon as pnssible by surprise. You will

learn everything else fron the informatinn telegranm




disratched today, at the scme tine,

(Sipned) "RIBBENTROP"

There 1is o note: "Trensmitted to Tokyo at
23:50.:%

I tender in evidence prosecutinn document
4C03. This is Directive No., 24 cnncerning cenllabnratin
vi th Japan issued by directinn nf the Fuehrer and fron
his headquarters »n 3 March 1941, It is used to» show
that Jaranese-Cermen enlleboratinon had proceeded to
the roint where nilitary directi~ns and decisisns
were being made by Hitler within ten days after the
OSHIM/.-Ribbnntrnp ennference,

THT PRVSIDENT: /[dmitted on the usual terms.

CLIRK OF THE COURT: Prnsecutison's dncument
No., 4003 will receive exhibit No. 573,

(“hereurnon, the dncument above referred
t» was merked rrosecutinn's exhibit No, 573 and
vas received in evidence.)

iR. HYDE: I will read 573:

"High Cormand »f the armed Farces
"Fuchrer Heedquarters, 3 larch 41
"Tor Secret
"Only throurh O0fficers
"14 Copies == 4th Cory

"Directive No, 24

- -
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"Concerning Collaborrtion with Jaran
"The Fuehrer has izsued the folloving directives ]

L

1

for the enoreratinn with Jaran:

"l1. The air of the conperatinn based on the
Three~FPover Pact, must be to bring Japan, a&s soon as
pnesible, to active operations in the Far East. Large
I'nglish forces will hereby Ee inmnobilized, the center
nf the U.S.4. Interest will be diverted to the Pacific.

"In view nf the still undevelopred s*ate »f war
nobilizatisn nn the part »f her spronents, the prros-
rects ~f success for Jaran will be the greater, the
earlier she intervines. The 'Barbarnssa' enterprise

rrovides especially favorable pnlitical and nilitary

rrerequisites for this rurrnse,

‘

"2, For the preraratinn of the cooperatinn, it

1s necessary to strengthen the Jaranese war potential

by all neans,

"For this prurrose, the Hiph Commands of the
branches of the .rmed Forces must neet in a eonrre-
hensive and genersus way, the demends of the Japanese
concerning the eommunication »f German warfere and
combat experiences and assistan{e in matters »f war
economy and teckmics., Reeiprocity is desired, but

rmust not render the negntiatinns mr e difficult.

Thqqe requests by the Jaranese which might effeet the -J

—————




. eonduct »f the war in a short tire nmust naturally be
| rut in the foreground,

"In srecisl cases the uchrer reserves the
Aecisinn for himself,

"3. The alignment of the mutual rlens of oper-
ation is a matter for the High Comnand »f the Navy.

"For this, the fallaving guiding rrincinles are
to be frllnwed:

"a, It must be emrhasized thet it is the cormnn
goal nf the war tn forece England dovn raridly in nrder
to keep the U.S./.. nut of the war. Ls for the rest,
Germany has neither pnlitical nor rilitary nr econnmic
interests in the Fer East, which night glve rise to
reservations with regard to the intenti~ns nf the
Japanese,

"b. The great successes schieved by Germany in
economic warfere, nekes it perticularly advisable to
ennlny strong Japanese forces for the same purrnse,
Morenver sny rnssibility of assistence for Gernman
econonic varfere rust be utilized.

"e., The raw naterial situatinn »f the Treaty
Powers requires thot Jaran seize thnse territories
which she needs, especially if the U.S. intervenes,

for the enntinuatinn nf the war, The deliveries of

crude rubber rust be carried ~n even after Japan




' enters the war, since they are of vital importance
| frr Germany.
"qd, The conquest nf Singapore, England's key
ragition in the Far Bast, would mean a decisive
| success for the active warfare of the Three Powers.
"Besides, attacks nn other systems of bases of
the 2nrlish sea rower -- nf the /merican sea power
only if the entrance of the U.S.A. into the war cannot
be avoided -~ will serve to shake the enemy's power

system there and, just as in the case of attacks on

. | the sea lanes, will bind essential forces of every

| kind, (Australia).

"A date for the beginning of discussions on
operational matters cannot as yet be set.

"4, The military committees to be formed in

. accordance with the Three-Power Pact are to deal only

7 with such questions which concern equally the three

8 | participating powers. In the first place the tasks

of economic warfare will belong into that group.
"It is up to the '!Main Committee' assisted by
the High Command of the "ehrmacht to make decisions
| in individual cases.

"5, DNo hint must be given to the Japanese con-

' cerning the operation 'Barbarossa'.

"The Chief of the High Command of the




"Wehrmacht

"Draft signed by Keitel."

The distribution indicates the following:

""Commander-in-Chief of the Army (General Staff E
of the Army), 1st copy; Commander-in-Chief of the Navy,
2d copy; Commander-in Chief of the Air Forces, 3d
copy; "ehrmacht Operations Staff, 4th copy; Office of
Forelgn Counter Intelligence, 5th copy; Chief, Foreign ‘
Countries, 6th and 7th copies;"then there is indicated |
distribution for the 8th, 9th, 10th to 14th copies.: |

THE PRESIDENT: e will recess now for
fifteen minutes.
(""hereupon, at 1047, a recess

was teken until 1105, after which the pro-

ceedings were resumed as follows:)
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I{/RSHLL OF THE COURT: The International
Filitary Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed,
THE PRESIDENT: MNr, Hyde,
'R, HYDE: T oresent prosecution's document
4013 for introduction into evidence., It is a report
of the Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy to
Hitler,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERX OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4013 will receive exhibit No, 574,
(Vhereupon, the above-mert tioned
document was marked prosecution's exhibit
No. 574 and received in evidence.)

MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit No. 574,

It 1s marked, "Top Secret,. (Naval Operations
Staff), Only by Officer."

(Reading): Report of the Commander-in-Chief
of the Navy to the Fuebrer on 18 Mareh at 1600 hours,

"(Present: Chief OKW, General Jodl, Com-
mander von Puttkamer).,

"Examination No, 2,

"11.) Japan.

"Japan must tuke steps as soon as possible
to eliminate Singapore since the opportunity will

never agaln be as favorable (whole English fleet




J containod;_unprepﬁredness of thé USA for war'éggiﬁst
o Japunj inferlority of the U, S. fleet to the Japanese
flect). Japan is making preparations for this action,
but according to all stutements made by Japanese of=-
ficers she will carry 1t out only if Germany proceeds
to land in England, Germany must therefore concen-
trate all her efforts on induecing Japan to act imme-
diately., If Japan has Singapore, all other East

Aslatic questions regarding the U, €. A, znd England

are thereby solved (Guam, Philippines, Borneo, Dutch
East Indies).

"Japan wishes to avoid war against the USA
if possible. She ccn do so if she determinedly

takes Singapore soon.

"According to a statement of Admiral
NOKMURA, Minister MATSUOKA has great misgivings about
the Russian question and will make inquiries particu-

larly about that.
| "The C-in-C of the Navy rccommends (in a
personal conversation with the Fuehrer) that MATSUOKA
be advised regarding the designs on Russia,"
_ Prosecution's document 4038-C a2nd 4038-3
;,’ are offered in evidence. The former is a report to

., Ribbentrop outlinins the course of the contemplated

conference with Foreign Minister MATSUOKA, which 1t




' was expected would tuke place in'a few days., The

latter 1s a report to Ribbentrop concerning military

: | preparctions in Japun by the German Ambassador to

Japen who had been recalled to Germany to be present
during the MATSUOKA conference,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document

¢ | 4038-C will receive exhibit No, 575; and document
No. 4038-B will recceive exhibit No, 576.
('l.ereupon, the above-mentioned docu-
ments were marked prosecutlion's exhibits Nos.
575 and 576, respecctively,)
MR. HYDE: I will read exhibit No. 575.
(Reading): "lMemorandum from VEIZSACKER
' to the Relch Forelgn lilnister dated 24 March 1941,
"Confidential,
"Regarding the memoranda concerning MATSUOKA's

9! visit I note the following:

"l., The most important topic is naturally
the time of Japan's entry into the war against Eng-
land,

"In order to expedite this decision we still

:have valuable concesslons in our hands.
“"(a) Our renunciation of clnims to the

:F{ Netherland East Indies.

e ————




(b) Our renunciation of claims to our
former possessions in the South Sea, including those
under British mandate,

(e) Increased support of Japan's policy
in China (either attempts at mediation, or the
rccognition of WANG-CHING-"EI),

"But I have the impression that Japan's
entry into war against England depends basically on
our further successes against England, and that the
above mentioned concessions would not play any great

part in it .
"2, MATSUOKA is still following the 1line

of an understanding with Russia and claims German

encouragement for this. A clear statement, which

1© course our relatlions to Russia may take is unavoid-

able in order to protect him from surprises, and in

~order to control Japanese policy through him after

2.4 |
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his European journey. Private conversations with
other Japznese sources should be deferred,

"To the Reich Foreign linister.

"Signed, WEIZSACKER, 24 March 1941."

I will now read exhibit Mo, 576.

In the upper left-hand corner appear the
words, "Ambassador Ott,"

(Reading) :




"Note on situotion of Jepan

for Rcich Forcign Minister.
Maccording to inquirics with the Chicf of
tho Newy General Steff Admirel KONDO, the Navy is

vigorously prepvering for an attcek on Singaporc.
Preporations werc expected to be concluded by the
end of Moy. FHe exprcsscd misgivings rei

"g) Amcrieen guerrillas warfarc by means
of submerines and airearft from the Philinpine Arch-

ipelego against the 1ng route for raw metcrials

from Nethcrland East Indies and the Meley Stetes to
Japang

"p) The threst of two-fleet warferc,
should BRritish flcet bhe able to trensfer from the
licditerreneen to the Pecific,

"According to inguirires with Chicf of the
General Steff, General SUGIYAIA, the irmy wes also
making nreperctions for an attack. Conclusion pre-'
sumably 2lso end of lay.

"Conditions for accomnlishment of this is

n frec rear towards Russio.

nimbossador SHIRATORI stresscd olso the

nceessity to tie up the English flcet,

"Summarizings: The will to atteck is nrescnt

in the irmy ond Navy, nrencraticns for otteck are in




progress, cccomnlishment possiblc if the Lrmy's ond
Novy's objcetions conld be climincted, iilitery

prosncets foverable, Tyne of atteck was not by a

neval atteck from the sea, but by creection of ¢ besc
en shore, from vhere the 2ir forces could smoke out

Singenore, In this way o first, quick rcsult cen be

é¢chicved, Then the time nceded for the esetusl capture |

of the fortress wonld play 2 minor nert, The offecote

iveness of the rir forces 3s to be enhenced by the
allocation of & few expericnecd Germen dive bomber
spcelelists to the Jenenesc nevel 2ir forecs., The
nced for her recr to be left frcc by Russio, pleys

e deeisive pert in the Jrorncse consideretions and
was being striven for by a rceconciliation with Russia,
The possibility of ercating this free rear by othcr
means is to bc suggested to MATSUOKA. By this mcens
it could be svoided that, should thc ccersion arisc,
the decision of en retion oprinst Singavore would be
put in the bnackgronnd, s#nd that nromincnec be given
to the Russien quecstion. As the rapprochement with

Russia is 21so sought in the intcrest of new cren-

tion of commercisl relotions with Germany, the dcs-
patch of thc eccnomic mission of VOHLTAT is quickly
to be cerricd out, in order teo show Germany's good

will in cconomic rclotions.

e
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progress, rccomnlishment possiblc if the Lrmy's ond
Novy's objcetions conld be climincted. Filitery

prosncets foverable, Tyne of atteek was not by a

neval atteck from the sea, but by ercoation of ¢ besc
cn shore, from vhere the a2ir forces could smoke out

Singenore, In this way o first, quick rcsult cen be

¢chicved, Then the time nceded for the setunl capture |

of the fortress wonld play o miner wert., The cffcet-

iveness of the rir forces is to be cnhenced by the
allocation of 2 few oxpericne.d Germen dive bomber
spcelrlists to the Jenenese nevel 2ir foreecs. The
nced for her reer to be lcft free by Russic, pleys

e deeisive nert in the Jrpenesc consideretions ond
was bcing striven for by a rcconeiliation with Russia.
The possibility of crcating this free rear by other
means 1s to be suggested to MATSUOKA., By this mcans
it could be ovoided that, should thc ceecsion arisc,
the decision of on retion aperinst Singavore would be
put in thc backgronnd, rsnd that nromincnec be given
to the Russien quecstion. As thc rapprochement with

Russia is 21so sought in the intcrest of new cren-

tion of commercial relotions with Germany, the des-
pateh of thc eccnomic mission of VOHLTAT is quickly
to he cerricd out, in order to show Germany's good

will in cconomic rclctions.
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"Apert from this it might be rceommended

tc plece Germen sneciclists for nutting in working

order enterprises conncetecd with wer cconomy in con-

gquercd erces, ot the disposol of Japen, in ordcr to
meintein uninterrmintedly the sunnly cof rew motericls
from Netherlend East Indies ond tle linley Etctes,
srould Jenen occun these sreces,

"In the trein, 25 Merch 1041,°




MR, HYDE (Continuing): Prosecution's docu-

ment 1340-B, an excerpt from the minutes of the con-
ference between the Fuehrer and the Japanese Foreign
Minister MATSUOKA on 27 March 1941; 405, an excerpt
from the record of the conversation between the Reich
Foreipgn Minister and the Japanese Foreign kMinister
MATSUOKA in Berlin on 27 karch 1941 --

THE PRESIDENT: Better complete the tender-
inz of these! They will not be accepted until

Nr., Cunningham 1s heard.

MR, HYDE: Document 4022, notes on the
ennversation between the German Foreign liinister and
the Japangse Foreign Minister MATSUOKA on 28 March 1941;
5§27, extracts from the report on the conversation be-
tween the Reioh Minister for Forelgn Affairs and the
Japanese Foreign Minister MATEUOKA in Berlin on 29
March 19413 1376, extract from the report of the dis-
cussion between Reich Narshal Goering and the Japanese
Forelgn Minister IIATSUOKA at Karinrhall on 29 March 1941;
532, extract from notes on the conversation between

the Fuchrer and the Japenese Foreign linister MATSUOKA,

at which the Releh Foreign lidnister was present in
Berlin on 4 April 19413 and then 528, an extract from

notes on the talk between the Reich Foreign linister

_and the Jepanese Foreign Minister MATSUOKA in Berlin




on 5 April 1941, arc offered in evidence,

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Cunningham,

MR. CUNNINGHAM: If the Tribunal please, 1t
would be much more convenient for the defense if the
prosecution would introduce the doeuments one at a
tire instead of four or five., That is the first ob-
Jeetlion that I have; and the second is -- the seeond
objection 1s that I would like to call the attention
of the Court to the discrepancy in dates and to the
same objection that I had on Paul Sobwid$'s trans-
eription of the document that he took notes and
transcribed them from 1iteral notes some time later.
The discrepaney in the dates and the documents as
the prosecutor read them would be very difficult to
deteet unless it 1s called to your attention.

The third objection that I have is that the
documents are German doeuments and not Japanese, and
I call your attention to the distribution, whiech is
only to German and not to Japanese participants in
the confcrences.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, your first objection is

rcally a protest with which we have considerable

sympathy, lr. Cunningham, We do not favor a lot of

documents being put in at the same time, but there

may be some explanation why that should be done here.




Ordinarily, the prosecution do not follow
that course; so we will assume for the time being
that they have some good reason for following it
now. As to the dates, of course that is not really
a ground for objection, but a matter for noting by
the Court and for correction, if necessary.

Your third ground, tiat these German docu-
ments may never have come to the knowledge of the
accused, is met by the consideration that the ac-
cused are allcged to have eonspired with others, and

that the acts and declarations of ¢o-eonspirators in

the course of cariying out the conspiracy are admissi-

ble aguinst all,

The documents tendered are admitted on the
usual terms,

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No.1340-B will receive exhibit No., 577; document
No. 4005 will receive exhibit No. 578; document No,
4022 will receive exhibit No., 579; document 527 will
receive exhibit No. 5803 document 1376 will recelve
exhibit No. 581l; document No. 532 will receive exhibit
No. 582; document No, 528 will receive exhibit No. 583.

(Whereupon, the above-mentioned docu-

ments were marked prosecution's exhibts Nos.

577, 578, 579, 580, 581, 582, and 583,




respectively, and rcceived in evidenee.)

MR, HYDE: If the Court plecase, these docu-
ments werc grouped together und of fered at one time
beesuse they relate to the same general subject mat-
ter,

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is not convinelng,
kr, Hyde.

¥R, HYDE: Each of these documents, your
Lonor, is supported by the affidavit of the official
German interpreter, Dr., Paul 0. Schmidt, although
many essential facts and numcrous ineriminating
inferences will appear from these documents. There
arc two principal purposes for their introduction

into evidence,




THE PRESIDENT: You realize now that we view

with disfavor the introduction of a number of exhibits
at the same time unless it 1s highly desirable that
you shovld tencer them all at the same time.

MR, HYDE: 1If your Honor please, mey I state
thé two reasons for which these are offered?

THE FRUSIDENT: Briefly,

MR. HYDE: One, to show thet the contemplated
militery aggression was planned in the spirit of the
Tri-Partite Pact, and, two, that the plan for the
establishment of the so-called new order included the
destruction of Creat Pritain and all countries which
dered opvose them,

THE PRISIDENT: It 1s so clear from earlier
doruments as to be hardly worth while re-stazting.

MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit No. 577.

"Minutes of the conference between the
'Fuehrer! and the Japanese Foreign Minister MATSUOKA
in the presence of the Germen Foreign Minister as
well as Ambassadores Ott and OSHIMA on 27 March 1941,

"America has three alternatives: She can arm
herself, help Eritein or wage war some place else.

ITf she would help Britain she covld not arm herself.
If she would neglect Britain, this country would be

knocked out and imerica would find herself slone




opposed to the rowers of the Tri-partite Pact. But in
no case cold America Wwage a war sone place else.

"Therefore, a better oprortunity for a joint
action of the Tripartite power than the one established
today will in 211 human possibility never again arise.
On the other hand it is cleer to him th:t with every
historical act & risk hes to be taken into consider-
ation,"

I will omit reading the next full sentence,

"Such a moment will never occur again, it is
unigue in history. He (the Fuehrer) admits thet there
is & certain risk involved, but it is an excentionally
small one at a time when Russia ang Britain are elim-
inated and /merica is not yet prepered.: If this
fevourable moment would pass by and the European con-
flict would possibly end in s compromise, France and
Britain would recover in s few years., Imerica would
Join them &s Japan's third enemy and Jazpan would sooner

or later be faced 'ith the task after all of defending

the security of her living space in a hattle against

those three nations.

"Uilitarily, too, there hes not been since
the memory of man 2 situation relafively as favourable
| @5 now, although the military difficulties resulting

from action should not be ‘underestimated,




"Especially fsvorable is the fact thot there
exists no conflicts of interests between Japan and
her sllies, Germany, which wourld satisfy her colonial
demends in /frica, is just as little interested in Fast

/sie as Janan is in Furope. This is the best basis for
cooperstion between a Japanese Last Asia and a Germans-
Italien Furope, i

"On the other hend the cooperation of the ‘

tnglo-faxons never meant a real coalition but always )

only a playing off of one against the other, Just

@s much &as Eritain does not put up with the hedgemony
of one nation in kEurope, she would in East Asia play
off Jepan, China &nd Russia against each other to
promote the interests of her own empire, The United
State would act just like Britain, she would inherit
the empire and replace British imperialism with
‘merican imperialism,

"A better situation for joint action would
hamdkyever again exist for a personal reeson also, He
(the Fuehrer) has full confidence in himself, the
G:irman nation stands unitedly back of him as with nobody |
elso in her previous history. He has the necessary

power of resolution in aritical situations and, finally,

Germany is éxveriencing a tremendous series of suc-

cesses which is also unique in the world but need not




be repeated,

"In conclusion the Fuehrer pointed out thet

his attitude toward Japan did not originate in the

yesr 1941, He has always been for cooperction with this
country. Ambassador OSHIMA knows that he (the Fuehrer)
has worked unflinchingly toward this goal for many years.
e 1s determined never again to deviate from this line,
As already mentioned, especially fsvorable for cooper-
ation is the fact that there are no conflicts in interest
between Javzn and Germany, For interests in the long
run are indeed stronger than personalities and the will
of a Fuehrer, therefore they always endanger snew the
cooperation between nations if they are turned in op=-
posite directions. 1In the case of Jsnan and Cermany,
therefore, one can plan for the longest time on account
of the non-existence of such conflicts. T-is has heen
his firm convietion since earliest youth, The Japanese,
German, and Italian nations would be highly successful
if they would ¢ raw the consequences from thk present
~ unicgue situation,

"MATSUOKA thanked the Fuehrer for his frank
statements which made the whole situation very clear
to him. /lthough he alre-dy has occunied himself
thoroughly with the arguments advanced by Hitler, he

would once arzin eonsider most theroughly the arguments

|

]




mentioned.

"On the whole he agrees with the views men-
tioned by the Fuehrer, Lspecially he is 2lso of the
opinion thet any resolute cction involves a certain
risk. MaT-UOKA declared with reference to the re-ort
of .mbassador Ott and the Cermen Foreign liinister
through which the Fuehrer will probably be &accurately
informed about the present situation in Jaran, that he
wants to present the situation personzlly and very
frankly. There ¢re in Jepen, as in other countries,
certain intellectual circles which can be kept in
check only by 2 strong man, This is the type which
glthough he would 1like to heve thc cubs of the tigress,
is, however, not prepered to go into the cave to
snatech them away from their mother, These trends of
thought, were presented by him using the same picture
&t ¢ conference et hecadquarters in the presence of twe
princes of royal blood. It is regretteble that Japan
hes not yet rid herself of these circles, indeed thet
some of these people ere even in influential positions.,
Confidentially, however, he can sey thet, after e
violent discussion, he prevailed with his view £t the

conference at headquarters. Japen will act, end thet

decisively, when she has the feeling thet she world

otherwise lose a chance which might only return after
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: & thousend yeers; end that Janan will advance regerdless
, of the condition of her preparations, because there
would elways be some peovle who would consider the
vreperation insufficient. This point he, MATSUOKA,
carried successfully also against both the princes,

; The timid politicians in Japan would always hesitate

ena would act pertly because of a sympathetic pro-

| British or pro-American ettitude,

"IATSUOKA then pointed out thet he had 2d-
vocated the alliance already long before the outbreak
of the furopeen wer, He greatly exerted himself at
thet time on hehalf of its conclusion, but regrettably
had hed no success. After the outbreszk of the European
war he personally held the view that Janan first should
attack Singapore and rut an end to Pritish influence
in this district, and only then should conclude the
Trivartite Peact, beecause the thought of Jepan joining
the &llience without simultancously msking a contri-
bution toward knocking-out Britain was unpleasant to
him. Because, while Germany has already weged a
gigentic battle against Fritain for a ycar, Jepan, at
the time of the conclusion of the Pect, had not yet
contributed anything, Therefore, he had very strongly
insisted on a plan of attacking “inganore, but did not

push it through and then, by force of circumstances




reversed his progrem znd put joining of the pzet in
first place,

"e did not huve the least doubt that the
South Sea problem could not be solved without the
capture of Zingepore by Japan. Onec hes only to intrude
into the ceve of *he tigress &nd *eke out the cubs by
force.

"It is only a matter of time¢ until Jezvan will

' attack. Llccording to his opinion the atteck should

. ensue as soon as nossible. Unfortunatcly he does not

govern Jepan but has to convert the rulfrs to his opin-

| ion, He will surely also succced in this some dey.
| But et thc present moment he cannot, undcr thesc circum-
:stanccs, assume ¢ny obligation to act for his Janenese

| nation.

"Upon his return, he would give these matters

his most scrious ottention after his conference with the

| fuehrer end the German Foreign Minister end aftcr having
| personelly exemined the situetion in Europe. He could
ynot preisc anything definte hut »romises th:st he

iwill personally advocate to the ut:iost thc goals indi-

cated.

"MATSUOKA then a2lso urgently requecsted the
stetements just presented by him to bec held strictly

confidential bceause upon their becoming known in




Japan the members of the cabinet differing in opinion
would probably turn pale &and try to gct him out of
his office.

""hile cndeavoring to bring about the pact,
he hed elso kept strictest silcnce until the very

last moment @&nd frequently and purposely crected the

impression of a pro-American or & mro-British sttitufe

for the dcceontion of his adverseries.

"Shortly before conclusion of the pset it wes
reportcd to him thet the DBritish Ambassador medc
strong propcgenda among the Japvencse thet Jepan was
playing a very risky gemec by joining the Tripartite
pact. The imcricen Ambassador also exnressed himsclf
similarly. A few dcys efter conclusion of the vact he
¢sked the .mecrican /mbassador whcether the re-orts sbout
thc propagende were bascd on fect. The ambassador.
admitteds everything and, morcover, stated that cvery
Japencsc he hed mct since pubiicetion of the conclusion
of the pact, hed cxrrcssed the opin’on thet Germany
would win the wer., This, according to the opinion of
the smerican imbassador, is untrve, Germany has no
chence to win the wer ond thercfore it would be in his
(the *Americen Ambassedor's) opinion actually a very
risky game for Jenan if shc hed concluded the pact ner-

heps with the assumption of & German victory.




"YATSUOKA declared further thet he had

thereupon renlicd to the ‘merican /mhassedor thet

only God knows who would win the wer in the long run,

“ut he (MATSUOKA) did not eonclude the veet on the
basis of the victory of this or thet vowcr, but

bescd on his vision of the new order. He had listen-
e¢d with intcrest to the stctements of the Fuehrer

about the new order end wes fully and entirely




convinced by them. If he would for once, assume
purely hypothetically, that the fortunes of war would
turn at a given moment against Germany, he must state
to the American Ambassador thet Japan would then im-
mediately come to the assistance of her ally.

"His visions of the new order were laid down
by him in the preamble of the Tripartite Pact. That
is an ideal which has teen transmitted from one
generation to another since time immemorial. For
him, personally, the realization of this ideal is
his life objective to which he has devoted all his
labor up to now, in order to make a small con=-
tribution on liis part toward its realization. This
Tripartite Pact, Berlin-Rome-Tokyo, is also a con=-
tribution toward this realization. The execution of

these trends cf thought, MHATSEUOKA emphasized further,

stands moreover with the motto: 'No conquest, no

oppression, no exploitation.' This was not yet
understood everywhere in Japan., liowever, if Japan
should ever deviate from this line, he (MATSUOKA)
would be the first to fight against it.

"In this connection LATSUOKA also reminded
of the other princ.ple of the preamble to the Tri-
partite Pact according to which every nation was to

take the place due it., &lthough Japan, too, will




praceed by force, if necessary, in establishing the
new order, and although she sonetimes would have to
lead with a strong hand the nations affected by this
new order, she nevertheless keceps the previously
quoted motto constantly before her eyes: 'No con-
quest, no oppression, no exploitation,'

"During the further course of the conversa-
tion KATSUOKA came to spcak ahout his discussions
with 5talin in Moscow. As an ally he owes an ex-
planation about it to the German Foreign liinister
and would have given it at the morning conference
if the uerman Foreign .iinister had not been called
away prematurely. Il'ow he intends tc give this in-
formation to the leader.

"First of all he intended to pay a con-
plimentary visit to iolotov on his trip through
boscow. After some reflection, however, he decided
to ask the Japanese ambascador to find ocut in a mild
way from the Soviet government whether there exists

any interest in a conference between Stalin anc

nim. lowever, before the Japanese ambassador cculd

follow his instructions with the Soviet government,
the proposal was made by the RKussian government
itself for a meeting between £talin, liolotov, and

Matsuoka. e spoke with Molotov “or about 30




minutes, Stalin for one hour, so that due to the
nccessary translations he spoke perhaps 10 minutes

with lolotov and 295 minutes with Stalin.

"He explained to Stalin that the Japancse
are morally communists. This ideal had been passed
on from the fathers to the sons since time im-
memorial. But at the same time he stated that he
does not believe in political and economic communism
and rather assumed . hat his Japanese ancestors had
alreudy early given up every attempt in this direcc-
tion and had devoted themselves to moral communism,

"For that which he called moral communism,

MLTSUORA then quoted some examples from his own
family. This Japanese ideal of moral communism
had been overthrown by the liberalism, individualism
and egoism introduced from the West. 7t present
the situation in Japan in this respect is extremely
confused. However, there is a minority which is
strong enough to fight successfully for the re-
surrection of the 'old ego' of the Japanese. This
ideological strug:le in Japan 1s extremely bitter.
But those who fight for the restoration of the old
ideal are convinced of their final victory.

"The anglo-Saxons are basically res-

ponsible for the penetration of the above-mentioned




prevailing ideology; and for the restoration of the
old traditional Japanesc ideal Japan is compelled,
therefore, to fight against the Anglo-Saxons just
as well as in China she is fighting not against the
Chinese but pnly against Gre.t-Britain in China and
capitalism in China,

"WATEUOKA stated further that he had ex-
plained to Stalin his ideas about the New Order and
thereby emphasized that the Anglo-Saxons constitute
the greatest obstacle to the establishment of this
order and Japan, therefore, of necessity has to fight
against them. bhe explained to Stalin that the
Soviets also on their part are advocating something
new and thet he bulieves to be able to scttle the
difficulties between Jépan and .ussia after the
collapse of the British empire. He pictured the
anglo-Saxons as Japan's, Germany's and Soviet
hussia's common enemy,"

I will not, read the next paragraph. Con=-
tinuing:

"BATSUOKA, in the further course of con-
versation, made some remerks about the nature of the
TENKO, The TENNO is the state, and the life as well

&s property of ecach Jovanese belongs to the TENKO,

that is the state., This is so to speak the Japanese
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version of a totalitarian state structure.

"in conclusion LATSUOKA spoke admiringly
cbout the way in which the Fuehrer is leading the
German nation, which stands behind him in complete
unity, with determination and power through this
great time of revolution unequalled in history.

Bechh nation has such a lcadcr but once in a thousand
vears. The Japanese nation has not yet found its
Fuchrer. bBut he would surely eppear in the hour of
need and take over the leadership of the nation with
cetermination,

"berlin, 1 April 1941, E£igned: SCHWIDT,
Ambassador.,"

X HYDE: I will now read exhibit 578,
marked "Top Sceret."  (Reading)

"Kecord of Reich Foreign Hinister.

"kecord of the conversation between the

 Keich Foreign Minister (KAM) and the Japanese Foreign

fiinister MATSUOKA in the presence of Ambassadors OTT
and OSHILA in Berlin on 27 liarch 1941,

"The Keich Foreign liinister welcomed
FIATSUOKA with cordial words as a man who hes shown
by word and deed thet he has the samec attitude to-
werd the problems of his country es the Fuehrcr and

his co-workers must have for Germany, and who made




possible the conclusion of the pact with Jepan as
the responsible For: ign HMinister of his country.
The Tri-Partite Pact is a very important instrument

for the future of the three countries, and represents

the foundation on which the future of the three nations
can be assured in a manner that has always been
imagined by Germen and Japanese patriots.

"In this connection, the heich Foreign
Minister gave a survey of the situation as it appears

from Germany's point of view.

"in refebence to the military situation, he

pointed out that Germany today is in the final phase
of her fight against Ingland. DLuring the past win-

ter, the Fuchrer prepared everything further so that

Germany stands today completely ready for deployment
in order to mcet England everywhere she can be

reached. The Fuehrer has at this moment at his dis-

posal perhaps the strongest military might which

has ever existed in the world. Germany has ready to
strike 240 divisions, 186 of which are first class
attack divisions of young soldiers. 24 of them are
armored divisions to which must be added more motorized

brigades.

"The Luftwaffe has inereased greatly, and

nas introduced new models so that in the future as




in the past it will be a match for any combination,
that is, Germany is not cnly a match for England
and ‘merica in this field, but is absclutely
supcrior,

"The Jerman navy ovned at the outbreak of
the war only a relatively small number of battle=-
shins. In any case, tne battle ships under con-
struction have been completed so that even the last
one of them could be commissioned within a short
time.

"In contrast to the world war, the German
navy does not stay in port this time, but has been
committed agsinst the enemy from the first day of the
wvar., BMATSUOKA probebly saw in the news of the last
weeks thet Germen dreadnoughts disturbed the supply
routes between England and America with extraordinary
success.

"The number of submarines, committed until

now, is very small. At most 8 or 9 boats have been

in contact with the enemy each time. 1In any case,
these few submarines in cooperation with the Luft-
waffe during Jenuary and Februvary sank 750,000 tons
per month, exact proof of which Germany can show at
any time. This figure, however, does not include

the great additional losses which England suffered




from floating and magnetic mines. At the beginning
of April, the number of submarines will increase 8
toc 10 fold so thet 60 to £0 submarines could then be
in contact with the enemy constantly. The Fuehrer
here followed the tactics of committing only a few
submaerines at first, and to use the remaining ones
for training the personnel necesscry for a larger
flecet in order then to attack the enemy like a stroke
of lightning by the commitment of a larger number of
units. Therefore, the expected number of sinkings
by CGerman submarines would in the future probably be
considerably sbove what has already been reached.
Under these circumstances, the submarine arm alone

can be described as absolutely deadly.

"Turning to the military situation on the
European continent, the Leich Foreign iiinister re-
marked that Cermany practically had no longer any
enemy worth mentioning because of the subjugation of
the countries of t:e continent, except for the
small English forces in Greece. Germany will re-
pulse every attempt by England to land on the con-
tinent or to gain a foothold there. She would there-
fore not tolerate for the Enelish to remain in Greece,
Viewed militarily, the Greek problem is of secondary

importance. <The only factor of practical importance

-——-———_ﬂ-ﬁ




is that the advance towerd Greece which probably
will become nccessary, will obtain a dominating
position in the Eastern l.editerranean which will be
of considerable importance for the further develop-
ment of operations in these areas., In Africa, Italy
has had bad luck during the past months because the
italian troops there were not familiar with the modern
methods of tank fighting and were not prepared for
anti-tank defense so that it was comparatively easy
“or the English armored divisions to capture the
rather unimportant Italian positions. A final ob-
stacle has been placed in front of further advance
by the English. The Fuehrer has sent General KOMMEL,
one of the most capable uerman officers, to Tripoli,
with sufficient German forces. Unfortunately, the
hope that General WAVELL would attack was not ful-
filled. In several outpost skirmishes, the English

encountered the Germans, and then gave up all fur-

ther offensive intentions. Should they still under-
take an attack against Tripocli then they would meet
an annihilating defeat. Here as well, the tables
certainly will be turned one cf these days, and the
English will perhaps disappeer from North /frica
even faster than they came."

TLE PRLSILENT: Mr. Hyde! We will adjcurn




now until half past one,

(Whereupon, at 1200, a recess was

tuken.)




AFTERNOON SESSIOH

The Tribunal met, pursuant to recess,
at 1330.

MARCHAL OF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far Bast is now resumed,

THE PRESIDENT: MNr. Hyde,

MR, HYDE: I will continue reacing exhibit 578,
starting with the last paragraph on page 2.

(Reading)

"In the Mediterranean area, the German Luftwaffe
has accomnlished good work now for two mnnths and has
inflicted heavy shippring losses oOn the English who
had dug themselves in there, The Suez Canal has heen
blocked for a long time and would be blocked anaew af-
ter removal of thé obstacles. Tt is no longer a
pleasure for the English to be oblited to stick it
out in the Mediterranean, He (the Reich Foreign
Minister) believes that the Mediterranean would still
be blocked off during the course of this year in
sveh a manner that the Lnglish would no longer re=
present practically any danger. Their fleet would
be tied down for the protection of their position
in Africa,

"If onc calculates the sum total of the mili-

tary situation in Evrope one arrives at the conclusion

|
|
|
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that the Axis is practically master of the situ-
ation in all of continental Lurove in the military

field, A glgantic army is at the disposal of Ger-

many, which is practically vnemployed and can be

committed at any place where the Fuehrer decems it
neecessary,

"The political situation is cher-cterized by
the adherencc of elmost all the Balkans to the
Tri-Partite Pact. News about a putsch and ‘a change
of goverraent arrived from Belgrade this morning,
however all details are lacking so far. Also the
political situation in Europe and in the wholc world
has contributed to the strengthening of the Tri-
Partite powers, Germeny continucs to strive to
win over this or that state which sti1l stands out~-
side of the pact, to thc cavss of the threc powers,
ie (the Reich Forecign Minister) can inform MATSUCKA
confidentially that Spain at least in spirit is in
the Tri-Partite Pact, Of thz two or three countrics
remaining, Swcden and Turkey are cspecially interest-
ing. He can te&ll MATSUOKA confidentially that here
too, attempts would bc made to win these countrics
for the Tri-Partitc Pact,

"Certain fcelers have already been aimed at

Turkcy. Even if this country formally has an




alliance with England, 1t is at lcest not cntircly
impossitle that Turkey will in the future pcrhaps
draw closzr and closer to thc Tri-Partite Pact.

"During the further cours< of tho conversation,
the Redeh Forcign Minister spoke obout the cconomice
and the food situation, Although it is possible
that individual food itcms arc tcmporarily scarcc,
yet he could report that rcgardloss of how long
the war lasts no food difficultics would arisc in
Germany, Germany has tnough spacc to nroduvee in
her own arca the n.ccssary food for thc duration
of thc war,

"In regard to raw materials, thore are cer-
tain totticnccks, as shown by the raw rubber no-
gotiantions with Janan, Fundnmcnta11y, hovicvir, one
must say herc as wcll that scrious dangcr to the
fedeh is completely out of tho cucstion. The
Fuczhrer has accumulatced war malcerinls to sveh o
great cxtont that Gorma: cconomy would procccd to
rceonversion. The Gorman ammunition stocknile: is

so fvll that not the slightcst shortage wovild arisc

for ycars, Thorefore, during the noxt months, a

great reconversion proccss wouvld be earricd out
in the ceonomy, end the main vower of thec German

war potuntial would be used for the produection of




submarincs and airplsnes, Sine: the German army

with the possible excecption of fussia, practically

has no morc orponunts on the continent, a high per-

centuge of the German nroductive capacity ean be
used for thesc two weanons,

"In summzery, the Keich Foreign Minister stoted
that the war has already becn won for the axis
without dovbt., In any cascy, it can by no means bhe
lost any morc., It is only a question of time until
angland will aédmit having lost the war., When
this will happen, he can naturally not predict.
This time under certain circumstances could, howcver,
occeur very cuickly. It depends on the events of
the next threc or four months. Fowever, there is
the greatest probability that England will capit-
ulate in the coursc of this year,

"In this connection, the Reich Forcign Min-
ister spoke about America. No doubt ¢xists that
the Znglish would hove piven vp the war 2 long time
ago if ROOSLVILT had not piven CHUF.CYILL new hope,
There is precisc and elear information about this
in Germany from Zneland, It is hard to say what
ROOEZV.LT ultimately has in view, It is not clear
| whether he wants to enter the war or not, It is

only ccrtain that the armament asgistancc promised




to England, cannot be¢ produced out of thin air,

It wil) take a long time until this help will actu-
ally become cffcetives But even then, the question
of quality will b< very problematical, especially

in the delivery of airplenes., The individual mo-
dcls bececome obsolete very rapidly during present
developments, Improvemconts on Carman models arc
made from month to month on thc basis of daily com=-
bat experienccs, and it is doubtful, whether a
country, remote from the war, ecan produce the high=-
cst quality in airplanes. 1In any case, whatcver
German flyers have met so far of Amcrican machines,
thoy designated as 'old junk'. Thercforc, he (the
Reich Forcign Minister) belicves that 2 very con-
siderable time wovld pass before the American help
for Lngland could cven talve effect. Gormany in any
case, also in the interest of her 211ics 2nd friends
is striving to finish the¢ war ns quickly as vossiblec.

"The Tri-Partitec Pact has followed mzinly the

aim of frightening America from continuing on the
course taken, and to keep her out of wrr, This
goal is absolvtely clcar and appropricste, Further-

more, the Tri-Partite Fect is to scrve to sceure

the cooperation of the signatorics in the new order,

in casc of Girmany and Itzly in Luropc, and in the

e : — g




casc of Japan in Eust Asia, for the future, The
main encmy met in the establishment of the new or=
dery is England, She 18 in the samc¢ manner the
cn.my of Japan as shc is the encmy of the axis
povcrs. Amcrica must be prevented by all means
from cntering the war activcly or from hclping
tngland too actively,

"Examining the poseibilitics which cxist for
further cooperation between Germany and Japan, the
qucstions arose again and again during convcrsations
with the Fuchror whether in vicw of the new order,
that is the dofeat of England which is neccessary
for the cstablishment of the new order, an active
participation of Japan in the¢ war would not be usc-
ful. The Fuchrer hos thought about this qucstion in
dctail, and hc believes that it actunlly would be
very advantagcous if Japan would arrive at the de=-

cision to participate actively in the war against

England, as soon as possiblc, Germany belicves that

for instance an attack against Singaporc in the near
futurc would be a very decisive factor for a rapid
overthrow of England., He (the Reich Forcign Min-
ister) belicves it would be possible to work from
there much more closcly with Japan in the maritime

and other ficlds, Tt is also certain that the




sclzure of Singapore would be a very serious blow
to England, This is especially of importance in
view of the already rather bad moral state of the
PBritish Isles. He also bcliceves that the scizure
of Singapore would perhaps be most appropriate to
keoep America out of the war because the United
States could hardly risk sending her Navy into
Japanesc waters, TIf Japan today would succeed in

a war against England with a decisive blow, such as
attack on Singapore, ROOSEVELT would be in a very
difficult position, Practically it is difficult
for him to attempt anything against Japan, If he
were to do it anyhow and declarc war on Japan, then
he must realize that for instance the solution of
the question of the Philippines would take place in
accord with Japancse intcntions., This would mean a
scrious loss of prustige for the Presidcnt so that
he¢ would probably think about an action against Ja-
pan for a long time,

"On the other hand, Japan, by the conquest of
Singapore would be put in a position to operate in
an entircly different monner than until now, since
she will then have the absolutely dominating position
in Tast Asia., Thus Germany believes that, if Japan

¢an decide on such an action, this would mean the

|




solution of thc Gerdian Knot in East Asia,

"In summary, the Reich Forceign Minister stated
that in case of an action by Japan in this direcction,
the war ageinst English tonnage can be waged with
much greater force in East Asia as well, that by
the courageovs step of Japan, America will probably
be kept out of the war, that Japan can secure her
position in Last Asia from which, according to Ger~-
man opinion, she cannot refrain in the long run in
thc new order of the Greater East Asia Arca. In
this conncction, a number of other questions will
certainly arisc for the discussion of which he
would b available at any time,

"In conelusion, thc Reich Foreign Minister
stated that the Tri-Portitce Pact could do justice
in the best manncr to its true idca, that is, to
prevent the sprcad of the war or in other words the
entry of the Unitod Statcs into the war, in that the
parties to the treaty conclude at the proper time
mutual agreements for the final suppression of Eng-
land in addition to th¢ present assurances. In this
manner, the spirit of the pact can be proven by deed
in the most cmphatic manncr by all participants.

"At this momcent, the Reich Foreign Minister

vwas called to the Recich Chancellcry, Contrary to




his original assumption that 1t would only be a
question of a bricf abscnee, the conforcnees were
prolonged for a longer time so that the conversa-
tions with MATSUOKA wore not continued any more
before breakfast,

“"In conncetion, thc brenkfast proveded on the

program took place in the smallest circle, at first

in the abscnec of the Reich Forcign Minister, who
only appcarcd later,

"Berlin 31 Mareh 1941

"Signeds sCIMIDT,"
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I will now read exhibit No. 579,

"Notes on the conversation between the German
Foreign Minister and the Japanese Foreign Minister,
MATSUCKA, on 28 larch 1941,

"The German Foreign Ninister expressed his
satisfaction at being able to speak with Matsuoka a
second time, The Fuehrer would have like to express
his attitude to the questions at hsnd more fully,
but was much occupied for the time being with the

developments in Yugoslavia., The details, however,
were not so important. The essential part was the
question of possibilites and prospects of closer co=-
operation between Japan and Germany, that is, cone
cerning the transition from the passive to the active
cooperation of Japan in the common task. The Germans
had heard with great satisfaction how spiritedly Mat-
suoka was proceeding on this matter. It was actu-
ally the best oprortunity that had ever been granted
/Japan/ to achieve her objectives, and it would be

better to make use of this opportunity before it
slipped away, The Tripartite Pact was one of the most

important agreements and it formed the basis of re=-

lations between Japan and Germany for centuries.

There were no clashes of interest,

"The situation was s

— SRS -~ —

uch that a new order




could only be established if Great Britain were
utterly defeated. This was true in even greater
measure for Japan than for Cermany, which alreadv
dominated the European continent and which would
within this year draw into her dominion the Medi-
terranean area and Africa, insofar as she had in-
terests. Germany would then have all she needed.
She did not seek world domination as Rogsevelt had
falsely asserted., The Fuehrer wanted to get the
war over with as soon as possible in order to turn
back to his task of construction. The goal which
he had assigned himself, namely, to assure the
Nelech the utmost security, had really already been
achieved.,

"In contrast, the new order in the Creat-
er East Asia sphere could only be achieved if Japan
also controlled the south. For this, however, the
capture of Singapore was essential,

"Regarding .Russin, the German Foreign
Minister declared that the Cermans did not know
how things would develop in this direction, It
was possible that Russia might take the wrong course,
although he really didn't expect this of Stalin,

No one could know. At any rate Germany would in-

stantly strike if Russia undertook anything against




Japan and would thereby cover Japan's rear with
respect to Russia. 1In this fashion the first of

the misrivings of the Japanese statesmen, and espec=-
1ally of the Japanes: army, reported by Ambassador
Ott, would be set at rest by the help of the Ger-

man army. The second misgiving, which the Japanese
Navy in particular had expressed vwith regard to

the Fnglish Home Fleet and the English Mediterranean
Fleet, he (the German Foreign Minister) could answer
by saying that both these English fleets would be con-
contained by Germany within European and Mediterraw-
nean waters, Iinally the Japanese anxiety regarding
America had been expressed., The United States, howe
ever, would not risk her fleet against Japan, and she
would not send it out farther than the Hawaiian Is=
lands. A great Japanese success at Singapore would,
on the contrary, strengthen American neutrality.
Roosevelt would then hesitate to undertake anything
at all imprudent.

"Although he (the Cerman Foreign Minister)
thoroughly understood the situation in Japan, which
Matsuoka had illustrated by his tale of the tiger and
her young, yet he must allude again to the fact that

two of the strongest countries in the world, who are

possessed of a youthful, powerful, and fearless




spirit, had been granted by Providence an opportunity

that perhaps recurs only once in a thousand years,
Cermany's great opportunity lies in her Fuehrer,
whose co=-workers are mercly implements to carry out
nils will. He (the German Foreipn Minister) had
again and again explained to the English and French
Ambassadors that they must never fall into the error
of comparing the Cermany of Today with the Germany
of 1914 and 1918,

"Even then the Reich had stood up for four
years against a world of cnemies, and only through
1ts disunity and its inner weakness had it lost the
war. Now, however, it was unified and had thereby
double strength, which, through the highly rifted
leadership of Adolf Hitler, would be redoubled so
that henceforth Cermany rus® be regar’ed as having
four times her strength in the /™irst/ Viorld Viar,
The ambassadors had throwm this warning to the
winds. However these predictions had been fulfilled
and there was nothing in the world which would stop
Germany and Italy from ruling absolutely the Euro=
pean-Afriean hemispheres, If such an opportunity
should present itself to Japan under such circum=-

stances, she must consider these thinzs very care=-

fully and not let the opportunity slip from her




"To be sure when the present war would
end, could not be prophesized with certainty, but
the German Foreign Minister had the feeling that
perhaps Eneland might collapse sooner than was gens
erally expected., If thc‘English were to beg sudd-
enly for peace, it would bo most desirable if Ger-
many and Japan were able together to determine that
peace,

"The Cerman Foreirn Minister then spoke of
his fanlly vraditions, which had always been pro-
Japanesc. loreover he had already in 1934 had an
important talk wit} the Fuchrer on German=Japanese
collaboration, The Fuchrer's high respect for Japan
had begun with thc fusgo~Japanesc war. Now the most
lmportant thing was not to lct slip the joint oppore
turity which offered 1%¢21¢ in 1941,

"Hatsuoka rep?icé that ke was of the same
opinion., Hc¢ too believed on the basis of reason and
intuition that 1941 woulgd appear in history as a
d2elsive yecar. In 1t the greatest tragedy, the coll-
apse of the Rritick Emplre, would tske place. He
felt that the German nation in Furope and the Japane

¢se nation in the Par Fast acted almost under a

divine order to break up the British Empire and to




establish a New Order.

"Matsuoka then asked what attitude Germany
would assume toward the United States 1f England
wero brought to her knees in summer, but America
were not as yet azt war,

"The Cerman Forcign Minister answered that
this depended on the attitude of the United States
hersclf, Of course, the possibility of an occu-
pation of the British Isles required a good-weather
period, and the British mipght pcssibly try to set
up a 127 jovirnment in the Unitecd 3tatas, Bnt in
his cpislen thls could not bz carried out.

"Matsuoka thereupcn weds his question more
speeifle in the follewlnp way: If England were beate
en to the gromnd, the alted shates would not, in
hls opinion, zo on suryi»iinz wbhs British Empire.
Canads woulé be oo ol ;42 2 léss annexed, Would
Germany, unier thase a!vorvastasees, leave the United
States aicn=., w0 Cernan Foarseien Hinister replied
that Germery ooé 10 intos 5 ubalscever in a war
agalnst the Unitoed ctaso: Yot 3unca acknowledged
this witl sauisfarlicn and tihe remark that one had to
reason uith the Anglo-faxcis as a wholej if we did

not succeced in converting Amcrica to our ideas, a

New Order could not be cstablished. The Cerman




Foreign liinister rcplied, that each would exercise

control in his own sphere. Germany would do this,
torether with Italy, in the European~African sphere,
the Unitcd States would have to 1imit herself to

thc American continent, and the Far Fast would be
reserved for Japan. As rcgards Russia, she would
have to be watched closely and revolutionary pro-
paganda would not be permitted on any account. In
the future only the aforementioned three spheres of
intercst would remain as preat centers of pover,

The British Empire would disappear,"

I will omit the entirec next paragraph.

(Continuing:)

"Matsuoka furthermore talked of the long=-
term commercial treaty, which would be concluded
with Russia. He then put before the German Foreign
Minister the question, if hc¢ should on his return
trip stop over a 1little longer in l"oscow, to neg=
otiate with the Russians regarding the Non-Agression
Pact or thc Neutrality Pact. Here he emphasized
that immediatc admission of Pussia to the Tripartite
Pact would never be allowed by thc Japanese people.,
It would on the contrary causec onc cry of indignation
to arise throughout Japan., The German Foreign Minis-

ter replied that such an acecssion of Fussia to the




pact was out of the question and cuggested to Mat-
suoka, if at all possiblec, not to touch on the afore=

rcntioned questions in Moscow, as it was not apt to

fit quite into the framecwork of the present situation.
"Upon a further remark by Matsuoka, that

the conclusion of a fishing and of 2 commercial

agrcement would improve the atmosphere between Russia
end Japan, the German Foreign Minister replied that
there were no objecctions to the conclusion of such
purcly commercicl treaties. In this connection,
Matsuoka furthcr mentioned that America was closcly
watching Japancse~Russian relations and for her part
was trying to conclude an agreccment with Russia
against Japan.

"Matsuoka then agein came to speak of
Singaporec. The Japancse were not worried about the
British Navy. However, there were Japanese circles
whieh looked with great misgivings upon a conflict
with America, as they presumcd that in such a case

it would mcan a five=to=ten ycar war with the United

Statese. FEc immediately admitted that America would
not stake her fleet in a war against Japan, but for
that very rcason thesc Japanesc circles were worrled

becausc under trese circumstances the war would last

for ycars. The German Forcien ilinistcr replied that




in his opinion Fooscvelt woulad never lct it come to

a war, as hc was fully awarc of the impossibility

of an advance against Japan. Japan for her part,
could, however, occupy the Philippines and thus deal
a scvere blow to Nooscvelt's prcstige. If Japan cone
qucred Singapore, the greater part of the world would
thus be under the control of the Tripartite Pact -
powcrs anyway rnd Amcrica would find herself in an
isolated position,

"Matsuoka was personally strongly in favor
of the German Foreign Hinister's line of thought,
If Japan did not run the rid connceted with.the
conquering of Singaporc, it was his opinion that she
would becomec a thirderatc powcrs Thercforc, in any
casc, the blow would hove to be dealt onc day. If
he succeeded at the same time in kceping the United
Statcs quict for six months, all difficultics would
be ovcrcome. A nation which hesitated in a matter
of such fundamental nntional importance would only
prove that it lackecd the most important charactcre
1stic, thc capability of dceision,

"Berlin, 31 Mareh 1941,




I will now read exhibit 580,

"REPORT OF TFYE CCNVERSATICN BETVEEN THE REICF MINISTER
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS (RLM) AND TER JAPANESE FORFIGHN
MINISTER MATSUOKA IN BERLIN on 29 MARCE 1941,

"The RAI resvmed the nreceding conversetion
with MLTSUCKA 2bout the latter's imnending telks with
tre Russians in Moscow, where they hed left off. He
expressed tre opinion thet it wonld probably be best,
in view of the whole sitvation, not to cerry tre dis-
'leussions with th~ Pussians too frr. He did not xnow
'|Ihow the situction wonld develon., One thing, however,
wes certcin, nemely thet Germeny wonld strike immedie
ately, should Russic ever atteek Jeven., FHe wes ready
3 lto give MATSUCKA this positive assurcnce, so thet Jepén
could push forwerd to the South on SIFGAPORE, without
feor of nossiblc complicotions with Russic. The lorg-
est nart of the Germen army wes anywey on the Eastern
fronticrs of thc Reich and fully nrencred to open

the attrck ot any time. He (the RAH) however be-

licved, that Russis wonld try to 2void develonrents

|
herﬂing to wer., Should Germcny however enter into a

confliet with Russia, the USSR wenld be finished off
»ithin & few months, In tris eese, Jepan weuld heve,
lof coutse, even less reason to be ofrcid then ever, if
she wonted to 2dvence on Singenore. Consequently, she

heed not refroin from such an undertoking becouse of




noesgible fecrs of Russie,"

I will omit the next norograph,

(Continuing:)

"Next, the RAM turncd egein to the Singa-
pore question, In vicwr of the fecrs expressed by
trhe Jananese of nossible attreks by submarines based
on the PHILIP'INES ond of the intorvention of the
British licditerronean ond Fome fleets, he had again
discusscd the siturtion with CENERAL-AD!TRAL RAEDER,
The latter hod stated thot the British Nevy during
this yerr wvonld hnve its han's sc full in the English
home wrters and in tre lMediterrecneon thet it would
not be ablc to send even & single stin to the Far
Erst. Generrl-/dmiral RAEDEP hed deseribed the U.S.
submerines as so brd, thrt Joevan need not bother
about them at all.,

"HATSUOKA replicd immedictely thet the
Joornege Navy had ¢ very low estimete of the threat
from the British Navy; it also held the view that in
cnse of o clash with thc aAmericon Nevy it would be

able to smosh the latter without troublc. It was

afreid, however, that the Lmericcns would not take

un the battle with their fleets thus the conflict
with the Unitcd Statecs might perhaps be dragged ocut

five years, This nossibility coused consideroble




vorry in Japan,

"The RA!! replied that America could not
do onything against Japen in the case of the capture
of Singnpore, Perhops for this reeson alone, ROOSE -
VELT would think twice before deciding on active
measures agoinst Japon, For while, on cne hend, he

co1ld not cchieve anything eagainst Japan, on the other

hend, there was the probebility of losing the Philip-

pines to Janan; for the American President, of course,
this would meon a considereble loss of orestige end,
beeruse of inndequete rearmement, he would heve
notring to offsct such 2 loss.

"In this connection, MATSUOKA pointed out,
he was doing everything to reassure the English about
Singapore. He ected ¢s if Japan had no intenticn at
a1l regerding this key vosition of Englend in the East.,
Thercefore it might be possible that his attitude to-
ward the British would eppecr to be friendly in words
and in cets., However Germany should not be deceived
by thet. He cssumed this attitude, not only in order
to rensshre the British, but 2lso in order to fool
the pro-British snd Pro-American elements until one
dey he would suddenly onen the attack on Singapore.

"The RAM declered thet, in his opinion,

Janan's declaretion of war on Englend should take




the form of on atteck on Singapore,

"In this connection, VATSUOKA stated, his
treties werc brsed on the eertein assumption that the
sudden ettrelt cpeinst Singapore would unite the entire
Jepancse nation with one blow, ('Nothine succecds
like sneccess,' the RAM remnrked.) He followed here
the exemple of the words of a femous Janecnese states-
men, nderesscd to the Jevanese Navy at the outbreak
cf the Russo-Janrnese wer: !'You open fire, then
the nation will be unitcd.' The Jenancse need to
be shaken un to awvaken, 4fter all, s eon Oriental,
he believed in fote whieh world come, whether yon

wented it or not,

"Leter on, the discussion turned to the

Question of the trens-aortetion of rubber, The RAK
askcd HATSUOKL to sce vhrt the nessibility wes of
trensnortation by cne or two Jeprnese euxilicry
cruisers to Lishon or te Fronce.

"MHLTSUOXA replied thet, immedictely after
thc steps token by Ambrssedor Ott in connection with
the rubher question, he had interccded in frvor of
Janan delivering ecrtein quantities to Germany from
her own rubbcr stocks, end later on moking up the
resulting defieit in rubber frem Inde-China,

"The RAM peintcd cut in this conncetion




thot communicertion vic Siberinn railway wes insufe-
ficiunt znd that, moreover, 18,000 tons of French
robber from Indo-China would be delivered to Japan
threurk German intervention. He here esked about the
size of nuxiliary cruiscrs nossibly tc be used for
the trensnortetion of the rubber, MATSUOKA, who
stoted thot he wes not nrecisely infermed, estinmeted
the size of 10,000 tons.

"Then the RAM, roferring to the discussion

witr Reich Minister Funk, turned the conversation to
the future trede recleotionshio hetween Jepen end Germany.
He amplified he. the iden thet trede between the blg

econcmic arecas of the futurc, i,¢.,, Furcpe and Africa

on one hand and trec Fer E2st on the other, must devel-

op on a comperctively frec bosis, whereas the American
Hemisphere, a2t any rate rs fer rs the United Stetes
wns conccerned, would remein sclf-sufficient, os she
hod evervthing that she nceded in her own territory,
and, thercfere, did nct come into question in connec-
ticn with exchanges with other cecnomic ecreas. In
South /merica, however, things were differcnt. Herc
exchonge pogsibilities with other eccnomic areas

ectunlly presented themselves,

"MLTSTTOKA replied thet she neceded coopera=-

tion with Germeny for her own recconstruction end for




the dcvelopment of China, He had slready some time

rgo given written instriuctions to the Janenese missicns
in China to gront preferentia) treatment to German and
Itelien eeconcmie interests, similer to what was al-
rerdy ecrried out in Manchukuvo and North China, Japean
ves et in » position te develop the extensive orees

in China without thc sssistrnee of German technieal

scicnee ond German enterprise, Outwardly she will,

of courscy dcelere the open door nolicy, in actual

fact, however, shc will concede preferential treat-
ment to Germeny and Italy,

"He must mcrecver odmit openly thot Japan-
esc business cireles feorcd their Germen ccemnetitors,
vhem they considered ns very competent, wherees they
vere only amused ot British ond Americrn comnctitors,
Germen business eireles had much the some opinion
about the Japrnese, which resulted in compleints from
both sides. He wns, howaver, of the opninion that the
intercsts of both sides eonld be brought intc harmony
and teld Jepanesc industry not to be efreid of German
competition but rather to attemnt to solve the nroblem
by equal efficiency, In any cose, the Jepanese
Government would de cverything in order to equalize
the interests of both sidcs,

"Following this, MATSUOKA again turned the




conversation to Jrnonesco~Russicn relaticns, He
pointecd out thot he had »roposed & Non-Lggression
Pret to the Russions, teo which liolotov had rcplied

wvith ¢ nronosrl of ¢ nentrelity cgrecement, There-

ferc, during bhis stey in “oscow, he must adont the

attitude of having bern the one teo mcke the originel
nen-cgeression nronoscl., He olso wonted to toke this
onncrtunity te try te indvee the Russiens to forcgo
the Nerthcrn helf of the Sekhalicn Peninsule,
There were imnortant oll resemrecs there, against
the cxnloitetion ¢f vhich the Russions were moking
cencelveble diffienlty. lirtsucke estimotcd the totel
meximum quentity which could be cbteined from these
cil rescurces ¢t 2 million tons. He would make an
offer te the Enussions te require North Sakholicen by
purchesc,

"Te & questicn by the RAM whether the
Russicns would be prepercd te scll these territories,
MLTSUOK! rcplied thet this wes highly dcubtful,
licletov hrd rsked the Jenrnesc ambossedor, on & sug-
gcestion te this effcet, whether 'this wes sunnosed
to bc ¢ joke.! Jrpon was in ony cese nrepercd to
meke cthzr agrecments ce the equivelent of the Ports-
mcuth ond Pcking Treaties and alse to give un her

fishing rights. In ony ccse he would heve teo toke




up these metters ond, above 2ll, the question of

the Nen-ogegressicn Poet during his stoy ot Koscow,
He ce%ed the RiM whether he should deel with these

questions very deeply or only just touch on them,

"The FAM replied thet he wrs of the cpinon
thnt these neints wonld be derlt vith only in 2 purely
formel way and would net be gene into deeply. The
question mentioned hy KATSUOKA rcgnrding Sekhalien
could be settled even lrter, Should the Fussians
follow ¢ stupid policy ond compel Germeny to strike,
he would, in vicw of the temner of the Jenenese LArmy
in Chinec, ecnsider it right if this arxmy were prevent-
ed from acting against Russia, Japon wes helping
the jcint i1ssve best 1f she did nct 2llow herself to
be diverted by anything frem the netion against Singe-
perc, With a joint victory, the fulfilment of the
oforcmenticned desires would in any crse fall into
the lap of Jopan es 2 rine fruit tec a lerge extent,

"MATSUOKL then introduced the subject of
Germon assistonce in the blow agolnst Singapore, 2
fubjoet which had been brosched to him frequently,
ond mentioned the oroposal of » Germen written promise
of assistence,

"The R replied thot he had alrecdy dis-
cussed these questicns vith /mbassader OSHIMA, He




hod esked him tc orocure maps of S8ingepcre in order
th=t the FUEHRER - whe preobebly must be considered
the prortest expert en military questicns at the
prescat time « ecvld advise Jenen on the best methed
of atteck ngainst Singepcre. German experts on
eerind) worferce, too, would be 2t her dlspescl; they

conld drew uo & report, brsed on their European ex-

pcriencgs, fcr the Janenese cn the use of dive-
hombers frem eirfields in the vicinity ageinst the
British fleet in Singrpore. Thus the British fleet
would be forced to disepoenr from Singepore imrediate=~

ly.
"IATSUOKL remarked thet Japon was less con-

cerned with the British fleet than with the cepture
cf the fortificaticns,

"The RLIK replied thot here, tco, the
FTTJEHRER had developed new methods for the Germen
ntteeks on strengly fortified pesitions, such as the
lieginot Line end Fort Eben Emeel, which he could
ncke sveileble to the Jenenese,

"IATSUOKL renlied in this connection thet

sone of the ycunger, expert Jrponese Naval officers,

vwhe were clese friends of his, were of the opinion
that the Japcnese neval forces would need three

months until they cconld capture Singapcre. As a




coutious Foreign Minister, he had doubledthis esti-
mote, He believed he conld stove off any danger which
thrertened from fmerice for six months, If, however,
the enpture of Singepore required still more time and
if the operaticns even drogged out for a yeer, the
situaticn with Americe would become extremely criti-
¢l ond he did nct knew as yet how to meet it,

"If at el avoideble, he would not touch
the Netherlonds East Indies, since he was afraid that

in the event of - Japanese attrek on this area the

c1llfields would be set on fire. They could be brought

into cperaticn spoin only after 1 or 2 years.

"The RAM ndded thot Jopan would gain de-
cisive centrol over the Notherlands Eest Indies
simultoneously with the copture of Singapore,

"MLTSUOKL then further menticned that the
desirc for airbrses in French Indo-China and Thei-
land had been divulged by Japsnese officer circles,
Ee hod, however, denied this, 2s he in no way wished
to undertake anything which conld in eny woy dis-
close Japanese intenticns regording Singapcre.

"Finally the RAM once more reverted to
the questien of Germany's help to Javan, Perhaps
something could be done also here. Japan hed, how-

ever, tc bear in mind thet, in this war, the

————




hcavicst burden wes resting on Germany's shoulders.
The Reich wes fighting egoinst the British Isles
ernd wrs tying un the British Mediterrenean Fleet,
Jenon, on the other hand, wes fighting only on the
surfoce. Apart from thet, Russia's moin weight lay
on the Euroncan side. These facts the gallant Jepan=-
esc Nation would certeinly acknowledge.

"HATSUCKL fineolly ogreed to this point
cf view and gave an a2ssuronce that Japen would ale

weys be a loyal 211y whe would devete herself en-

tirely, 2nd not just in a lukewarm woy, to the

joint effort.
(Berlin, 31 March 1941,)"




I will now read exhibit No. %81:

"Report of the discussion between Reichs-
marschall Goering and the Japanese Foreign Minister
lMatsuoka in the presence of Ambassador Ott at Karin-
hall on 29th March 1941.

"Reichsmarschall Goering first of all
expressed his satisfaction at being able to greet at
his country residence the man who had successfully
acted as a strong representative of his country in
cooperation between the Japanese and German nations.
As Reichsmarschall, he was able to tell him that co-
operation between the Japanese and the German States
was popular not only in the nation itself but above
all among the German Army, the Navy and particularly
the Air Force. This strong and consciously positive
attitude to the alliance with Japan has 1its roots
moxeover in the recognition, which the great military
traditions of Japan as well as the sense of sacrifice
and the readiness for action of the Japanese people,
found in Germany, b

"Matsuoka expressed his sincere thanks that
the Reichsmarschall, despite the heavy claims made
upon him, had found time to receive the Japanese
Foreign Minister at his country seat. Already the
Journey through the big forests had been for him
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| (Matsuoka) one of the finest experiencas of the

2. journey he had so far made. The feelings of respect
for Japan of which the Reichsmarschall had just
spoken were fully recinrocated by Germany's Japanese
allies. Japan moreover was prepared to fulfil wholly
and entirely the obligations of her alliance, even

in the war, and was thus conscious of fighting not
only for the allied countries but for the whole of

humanity.

"In the further course of the discussion,
the Reichsmarschall mentioned that naturally all

experiences which Germany had made during the course

of the war would be made available to the allied
Japanese Armed Forces. This was particularly important
in the domain of the Air Force, which had acquired a

new technique and new tactics, without being able in
this connection to refer back to carlier examples.

It was important to apply these experiences rightly
so as to always remain fit for fighting and to avoid

unnecessary losses. These experiences were partic-

ularly important in connection with a category of the

alreraft which was actually developed only in Germany,

“ namely the dive-bomber. These could render rarticularly

i .
4 valuable service to Japan in the conquest of fortifica-

o4 tions.
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"If Japan would march towards her destiny
as a Great Power in the Far Bust, she would, like
all politiclans who desired to achieve great aims,
only attain her final goal by battle. These aims had
already beén very clearly discussed, so that he (the
Reichsmarschall) could confine himself to stating
that Germany would give Japan her share of help by
placing at the disposal of her Ally her previous
experiences, as in the past so in the future.

"Matsuoka replied that he did not need to
tell the Reichsmarschall how very much German assist-
ance in this field had been valued 4n Japan so far
and would be valued in the future. He was expressing

the sincere thanks for this, in the name of his own

Government, to the Reichsmarschall, the German
Government and the German Armed Forces, that Germany
made availlable, in such a magnanimous way, the results

of her experiences which had been obtained with much
sacrifice of personnel and material. The great

assistance which Germany had given in this way would
be of inestimable value to his country if she followed
the call of destiny of which the Reichsmarschall had
spoken. Janan would thus fulfil the duties incumbent
upon her within the framework of the alliance in their

entirety.




"In addition the Reichsmarschall spoke in
his capacitf as the highest responsible economic
authority of Germany and as Head of the Four Year
Plan, on the ouestion of crude rubber. Each day on
which Germany could receive these deliveries earlier
and every increcased quantity she could receive were
of the utmost importance., Without failing to realize
the difficulties which Japan herself had, he (the
Reichsmarschall) would, however, be grateful if the
increased quantities which had been agreed upon would
soon actually materialize. !Moreover, sca transnorta-
tion had to be mutually considered in the event of
difficulties in the Russian area and communications
via the Siberian railway being no longer in operation.

"The quantity of crude rubber which Germany
nceded was comparatively small in relation to its
vonulation, as the rubber was only required as an
admixture for the manufacture of the synthetic rubber
Buna.

"Matsuoka replied that he wished to do
everything within his power to meet German wishes in

this matter. Ambassador Ott had already previously

raised this question and he (Matsuoka) had immediately

recognized its ureency and imvortance and had taken the

necessary steps to hasten the solution of the question.




He had asked the competent authorities to make
available immediately a part of Japan's own rubber
stocks so as not to have to wait first for the
quantities cxpected from Indo~China. He did not

know how the matter stood at the moment as he was

not the Minister responsible for these matters. He
had only forwarded an urgent rcquest to the competept
Department. He had also already thoroughly considered
the question of sea communications. From a long term

point of view, Germany and Japan could naturally not .

remain dependent upon the rnilway communications
through Siberia.
"Berlin, 31 March 1941
"(signed) Schmidt."
I will now read exhibit No, 582:
"Notes on the Conversation between the
Fuehrer and the Japanese Foreign Minister MATSUOKA
in the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister and the
State Minister Meissner in Berlin on 4 April 1941.
"At first MATSUOKA thanked the Fuchrer for
the presents handed to him in the latter's name which

he would always consider a permanent treasure, and

honor as a constant souvenir of his stay in Berlin,

At the same time he expressed his gratitude for the




friendly receotion which he had received in Germany
from the Fuehrer, the Reich Foreign Ministry and of

the entire German people. /s long as he lives he
would never forget the friendliness shown him here

from all sides. Upon his return to Japan he would
endeavor with all his powers to convince the Japanese
people of the fact that the latter are treated by the
German pecople with honest friendliness and respect.

"MATSUOKA then also expressed the request,
that the Fuehrer instruct the proper authorities in

Germany to meet as generously as vnossible the wishes
of the Japanese Vilitary Commission. Japan was in
need of German help, particularly concerning U-boat
warfare, which could be given by making available to
them the latest experiences of the war as well as the
latest technical imorovements and inventions. Japan
would do her utmost to avoid a war with the United

States. In case the country should decide to attack

Singapore, the Japnnese navy, of course, had to be

prepared for a struggle with the United States,
because in that case America probably would side with
Great Britain. He (MATSUOKA) personally believed,
that the United States could be restrained by dipolo-
matic efforte from entering the war on the side of

Great Britain. Army and Navy had, however, to count




on the worst situation, that is with war against
America. They were of the opinion that such a war
would extend for five years or longer and would

take the form of guerilla warfare and would be fought
out in the Pacific and the South Sea. For this reason
the German experiences in her guerilla warfare are

of the greatest value to Japan, It 1s a question

of how such a war would best be conducted and how

all the technical improvements of submarines, in

all details such as periscopes and the like, could
best be exploited by Japan,

"To sum up, MATSUOKA requested that the
Fuehrer sce to 1t that the proper German authorities
place at the disposal of the Japanese those develop-
ments and inventions concerning navy and army, which
vwere needed by the Japanese.

"The Fuehrer promised this and pointed out
that Germany too considered a conflict with the
United States undesirable, but that it had already
made allowances for such a contingency. 1In Germany

one was of the opinion that America's contributions

depended upon the possibilities of transportation,

and that this again 1s conditioned by the available

tonnage. Germany's war against tonnage, however,




means a decisive weakening not merely of England,

but also America. Germany has made her preparations
so that no American could land in Burope. She would
conduct a most energetic fight against America with
her U-boats and her Luftwaffe, and due to her superior
experience, which would still have to be acquired by
the United States, she would be vastly superior, and
that quite apart from the fact that the German
soldiers naturally rank high above the American.

"In the further course of the discussion
the Fuehrer emphasized, that Germany on her vart would
immediately draw the consequences, if Japan should
. get involved with the United States. It did not
(| matter with whom the United States would first get
involved whether with Germany or with Japan., It
would always try to eliminate one country at a time,
| not to come to an understanding with the other

| country subsequently, but to liquidate this one Just

| the same. Therefore Germany would strike, as already

mentioned, without delay in case of a conflict between
' Japan and America, because the strength of the tri-
partite powers lies 1n their Joint action. Their
weakness would be i1f thoy would let themselves be
beaten individually,

"MATSUOKA once again repeated his request,




that the Fuehrer pgive the necessary instructions, in
order that the proper German authorities place at
the disposal of the Japanese the latest improvements
and inventions, which are of interest to them, Be=-
cause the Japanese navy had to prepare immediately
for a conflict with the United States.

"As regards Japanese-American relationship,
MATSUOKA expnlained further that he has always declared
in his country, that sooner or later a war with the
United States would be unavoidable, if Japan continued
to drift along as at present. In his opinion this
conflict would happen rather sooner than later, His
argumentation went on, why should Japan, therefore,
not strike decisively the right moment and take the
risk upon herself of a fight apainst America? Just
this way would she perhaps avoid a war for generations,
particularly if she gained predominance in the South
Seas. There are, to be sure, in Japan many who
hesitate to follow those trends of thought. MATSUOKA
was considered in those circles a dangerous man with
dangerous thoughts. He, however, stated, that, if
Japan continued to go along her present path, one
day she would have to fight anyway and that this

would then be under less favorable circumstances

than at present.




"The Fuehrer replied that he could well
understand MATSUOKA's position, because he himself
was in similar situations (the clearing of the Rhine-
land, declaration of military sovereignity). He too
was of the opinion that he hsd to exploit favorable
conditions and accent the risk of an unavoidable
fight at a time he himself was still young and full
of vigor. How right he was in his attitude was
nroven by events. Europe was now free. He would
not hesitate a moment to reply instantly to any
extension of the war, be it by Russia, be it by
America. Providence favored those who will not let
dangers come to them, but who will bravely face them.

"MATSUOKA replied, fhat the United States
or rather their ruling statesmen had recently sti1l
attempted a last mancuver against Japan, by declaring
that America would not fight Japan on acecount of
China or the South Scas provided that Japan gave
free passage to the consignment rubber and tin to
America to their place of destination, However,
America would war against Japan the moment she felt
that Japan enterecd the war with the intention of
assisting in the destruction of Great Britain. Such

an argumentation naturally did not miss 1its effect

upon the Japancse, because of the education /oriented/




on English lines which many had received.

"The Fuehrer commented on this, to the
effect that this attitude of America meant only

that the United States had the hope, that, as long
as the British Vorld Empire existed they one day
could advance against Japan together with Great
Britain whercas, in case of the collapse of the
Tlorld Empire, they would be totally isolated and
could not do anything against Japan.

"The Reich Forcign Finister interjected
that the /mericans nrecisely under all circumstances
vanted to maintain the position of power of England

in East Asia, but that on the other hand it is proved
by this attitude, to what extent she fears a joint

action of Japan and Germany.
"MATSUOKA continued that it seemed to him

of importance to give to the Fuehrer an absolutely
clear picture of the real attitude inside Japan.

For this reason he also had to inform him regret-
fully of the fact that he (IATSUOKA) in his capacity
as Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs could not

utter in Japan itself a single word of all that he

had expounded before the Fuchrer and the Reich Foreign

Minister regarding his plans. This would cause him
serious demage in political and financial circles.




Once before, he had committed the mistake, before he
became Japanese Minister for Foreign affairs, telling
a close friend something about his intentions. It
scems that the latter had spread these things and
thus brought about all sorts of rumors which he as
Forelgn Minister had to oppose energetically, though
as a rule he always tclls the truth., Under these
circumstances he also could not indicate, how soon
he could report on the questions discussed to the
Japanese Premier or to the Emperor. He would have

to study exactly and carefully in the first place
the development in Japan, so as to make his deecision

at a favorable moment, to make a clear breast of

his intrinsic plans towards Prince KONOYE and the
Emperor. Then the decision would have to be made
vithin a few days, because the plans would otherwise
be spoiled by talk.

"Should he, MATSUOKA, fail to carry out
his intentions, that would be proof that he is lack-
ing in influence, in power of conviction, and in
tactical capabilities. However, should he succeed,
it would prove that he had great influence in Japan,
He himself felt confidermt that he would succeed,

"On his return, being questioned, he would

indeed admit to the Emperor, the Premier and the
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Ministers of the Navy and the Army, that Singaporg

had been discussed; he would, however, state that it
was only on a hypothetical basis.

"Besides this, MATSUOKA made the express
request that nothing be cabled in the matter of

Singapore because he had reason to fear that by
cabling something might leak out., If necessary he
would send a courier.

"The Fuehrer agreed and assured for the
rest, that he could depend completely on German
reticence,

"MATSUOKA replied he believed indeed in
Germap reticence, but unfortunately could not say
the same of Japan,

"The discussion was terminated after the
exchange of some personal parting words.

"Berlin, the 4th of April,
1941,
"Signed: SCHMIDT."
I will read exhibit No., 583:




WNotes on the talk between the Reich Foreign
Minister and the Japanese Foreign Minister MNMATSUOKA
in Berlin on 5th April 1941,

"The Reich Foreign Minister first expressed
the hope that MATSUOKA's visit -~ the first ever paid

By a Japanese Foreign Minister to Cermany -~ would

have a.good general effect, [ATSUOKA had been thor-
oughly informed of the German point of view. He
would certainly have gained the impression that
Germany was full of vitality and absolutely certain
of her victory. The Reich Foreign Minister expressed
the hope that their Japanese friends would deduce
the inferences of this clearly recognized situation
and thus participate in our victory.

"I’ATSUOKA replied that he had been more

than rewarded for his long journey to Europe by
getting into personal touch with the German and Italian
statesmen, ™at he had seen in Cermany and Italy
had far exceeded his expectations, It was really
hard for him to take his departure,

"Although he had had no doubt about it before,
he was now thoroughly convinced after his journey
to Germany and Italy that these two countries were
united and would always remain so.

"HATSUOKA then spoke of the general high

e rp—




morele in Cermany, referring to the happy faces

he hed seen everywhere among the workers during his
recent visit to the Borsig "orks., He expressed his
regret that developments in Japan had not as yet
advenced as far as in Cermany and that in his country
the intellectuals still exercised considerable
influence.

"The Reich Foreign l'inister replied that at
best e nation which had realized its every ambition
could afford the luxury of intellectuals, most of
whom are parasites anyhow, A netion, however, which
has to fight for a place in the sun must part with
them, The intellectuals ruined France; in Germany
they had already started their pernicious activities,
when Nationel Socielism put = stop to these doings.
They will surely be the cause of the downfall of
Britain, which is to be expected with certainty.

"In enswer to a remark by MATSUOKA that

Japan was now awekening and, eccording to the Japanese

character, would take action quickly after the previous

lengthy deliberztions, the Reich Foreign Minister
replied that 1t wes necessary, of course, to accept

a /certsin/ risk in this connection, just as the
Fuehrer had done so successfully with the occupation
of the Rhineland, with the proclemation of sovereignty




of armement, &nd with the resignation from the League

of Nations.'

"In answer to & question by MATSUOKA regerding
the Fuehrer's intentions concerning the smaller
States, the Reich Foreign Minister replied that the
smaller States would be incorporeted in the Ruropean
wholej they would have their independence and would
undoubtedly live more happily under the New Order
then formerly. Great Britain, howvever, would never
apain be allowed to meddle in the affairs of the small
States, whilst the leotter would never be allowed to
take pert in any military ellisnce against Germeny.
They would be absolutely independent, it is true,
end even allowed to maintein small armies end police
forces, but their protection and their general
policy in the sense of the Buropean continent would
be looked after by Germany.

"In this connection MATSUOKA repeeted the
explanctions he had already given the Reich Minister
of Economics as regards the cause of the present
difficulties, He attributed them to the clash between
old treditions and the conditions of living brought
ebout by modern inventions. One of the basic mistaekes
of Versailles wes to incresse the number of European

states, vhereas they should have been decreesed in
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conseovence of the new conditions of 1ife csused by

2 the development of technique. The great problem was

to coordinate conditions crested by modern inventions
cnd old traditions, but toking care to lesve & certain
pley for old treditions,
"The Reich Foreipgn Minister replied thet the
' new Cermen Reich would actually be built upon the
f basis of the sneient traditions of the Holy Roman
' | Empire of the Germen Netion, which in its time was
the only ruling pover on the Buropean Continent,
"In conclusion the Reich Foreign Minister
| once agailn summerized the points he wented MATSUOKA
to teke back to Jepan with him from his trip:
"1) Germeny had already won the war., By the
end of this year the world would elso realize this,
| Also "nglend would heve to concede it, if it hed not
| elready collapsed before then, end Americe would also
- have to resign herself to this fact.

"2) There were no conflicting interests

| between Japan end Germany. The future of both countries
could be regulsted in the long run on the basis that
IJapan should predominate in the Far East, Italy and
Germsny in Burope and Africe,
"3) "atever might happen, CGermany would

win the war. But it would hasten victory if Japan




would enter the war. 8Such en entry into the war wes
undoubtedly rmore in the interest of Jepan than that
of Germany, for it offered » unique oprortunity which
vonld h:rdly ever recur for the fulfilment of the
netional objectives of Jepan, e chence which would
make it possible for her to play e really leading
role in RBastern Asie,

"FATSUOKA replied thet he himself could only
repeat thet he hed long been of the opinion that
every netion wes offered en opportunity only once in
& thousend yeers. Jepan was confronting such an
opportunity and she would heve to essume the risk
connected with it., She would heve to sct decisively
ot the right moment in order to tcke advantege of this
unigue opportunity.

"In adfition he asked about the Fuehrer's
intentions 25 to the conclusion of peace., 'Tould =
generzsl perce conference teke place or did Germany
intend ‘to negotiate peace terms with each of her
opronents sepsrately?

"The Reich Foreign Ilfinister replied that he
did not know enything sbout that, The whole metter
apnerred to him to depend upon the manner in which

Great Britain collepsed. In eny case, there could be

no question of anything but a pecce by capitulation,




if a2 new British ecovernment crme into being.
"To that MATSUOKA remarked that that meant

there eould be no peace based on compromise,

"He then requested the Reich Foreign Minister

to nseist on his part the Tripertite Pact Commissions,
end especially the Economic Commission in which he
(ML TSUOKA) wes chiefly interested,

"The Reich Foreign Minister took the occasion
to stress the fact thet the military sub-commissions
were no special institutions; they had to be subject

in all matters to the Chief Commission.

"IIATSUNKA then edded that the Japanese officers
who were 2t present in Germany were very pleascd
indeed with the assistance they had received from the
German officiels., He thanked the Reich Foreign
Minister for this attitude of the German authorities.

"Later, MATSUOKA spoke about the conference
of the Japanese heads of missions in Europe, which he
had erlled to Berlin, Unfortunately the ambassador
to London had not appeared, owing to difficulties
in flying; he certeinly would have brought some
interesting news, IIATSUOKA emphasized that he had
told the Japanese diplomats they would suffer no
dissdventages if they were against the conclusion

of a Pact of Allience, provided they were so before




Jepan adhered. Now that a decision had been made he

#would unhesitatingly recall eny Japanese diplomat who
did not work loyelly with the new policy and co-operate
to the closest extent with the German and Italian
Representatives,

"Furthermore, he had told them they must be
prepered for some eritical moments which were close
at hend, Japen was face to fece with a serious
gituation,

"The Reich Foreign Minister replied thet there
hed elso been diplomats in Cermeny who had taken o
different attitude to certein questions., It wes
in fact cherescteristic of great times that they were
not understood by meny.

"Directlv after this interview MATSUOKA
wes hended a telkie=film apparatus es a present, end
& luncheon-party wes held among 2 small circle of
people,

"Berlin, 7th April 1941,

"(signed) SCHMIDT™




The Tribunal's attention is invited to
prosecution document 225, a basic document which is

in evidence as exhibit No. 45. It is the neutrality
riet between the Unfon of Soviet Socialist Republics

and Japan and was concluded on April 13, 1941, in the

course of Foreign Minister MATSUOKA's return trip
from Germany to Japan. As it is desired at this
point only to show the fact of the conclusion of such
a treaty, I will not read it.

I now offer in evidence prosecution document
No. 4056-A, This is a tolegram from Boltze of the

Staff of the German Embassy in Tokyo, dated April 14,
1941, No specific person is indicated as addressee.

It was found in the files of the German foreign office.
It is offered for the purpose of showing that the

conclusion of this neutrality pact was the completion
of another step in the Japanese plan of military
aggression in the South, and in particular the plan
for the advance on Singapore,
THE PRESIDENT: You may read it after the
recess. "e will recess for fifteen minutes.
(Wherecupon, at 1443, a recess was

taken until 1500, after which the proceedings. .

were resumed as follows:)




D HT 2 R MHPOCAHOQ

MARSEAL OF THE COURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Hyde,

MR. HYDE: Your Honor, I didn't hear a
number assigned to the last document that I tendered
in evidenee, document 4056-4.

THE PRECIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,

CLERK OF THL COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4056-A will receive exhibit No. 584.

(Whereunon, the above-mentioned
document was marked nrosecution's exhibit No.
584 and received in evidence,)

MR, KYDE: I vill read exhibit 584,

(Reading): “Telegram,(Secret Cipher Process)

Tokvo, 14 April 1941, received 14 Lpril 1941,"

I will omit reading the first full paragraph,
commencing at the second naragraph:

(Reading continued): "“Japan in particular
expects substantial advantages for the termination of
the China conflict from the Neutrality Pact. Even if,
as the Viece Foreign liinister declared, the China
problem had not been the subject of the Moscow nego-
tiations, in any case CHIANG KAI SLEK's hope of
eventual warlike cntanglements between Japan and

Russia, which would have meant a substantial relief




for him, have come¢ to naught with the conclusion of
the cvact., loreover, Japan belié;cs that by calling
on the nact she can acleve a gradual separation be-
tvieen lioscow and Chungking. Furthermore, as z2ll
CrI.NG KAT SHEK's support from the Anglo-Saxon

| powers bas m-are noral then material signifiecance,

: Japan hopes that the lMarshal, now after the conclusion

, of the nact, will be reody for the dictation of a

| peace which vreserves Japanese vrestige,

"The Vice Foreign Einister further declared
that the Neutrolity Pact would substantially facilitate
Japan's exvansion nolicy in the South of the Great
East /sia Sphere and in narticular wo:ld facilit:te
an eventucl Javuanese advance on £inga* ore.

"The Vice Foreign Minister s: id regarding the
rca’ization n? the Neutrality Pact thit the beginning
of negotiations brought considerable é¢ifficulties as
MOLOTQV had held fast to the oripinal Yussian demand
by which Jzpan, before the conclusion ¢ the nact,
should rake certain conccssions in the rense of a
revision of the Treaty of Portsmouth, N 7SUOKA ex-
plained that e was nelther resdy nor emrowered for
such concessions. In a personal conversa“ion with
ST/LIN, MLTSUORA had finally accomnlished that Russia

would renounce the concessions and would di clare herself
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ready for unconditional conclusion of the pact,

This decision took nlace on 12 April, that is, one

day before the arranged deperture of MATSUOKA from

Moscow. In order to empower L/LTSUCKA's signing of

the nact in tire, the Prime Minister, without the
varticination of the cabinet or Privy Council, effected
the Imperial sanction for the signature by immcdiate
sudience with TENKO, /grecment of the Cabinet and
Privy Council, which could not be doubted after the
Imperial sanction, will be obtained before the shortly
eynected ratification, The Vice Foreign Minister
emphasized that it was unorecedented in Japanese
history that an agrecment of such significance should
be concluded within a few days. In this connection,
Javun has learned much from the 'lightning diplomacy!
of Germany,"

Signed "EOLTZE,"




MR. HYDE (Continuing): Your Honor, I desire
to call attention to exhibit 577, On page 5 of that
exhibit it 1s signed, "Schmidt, Ambassador." The word
"Ambassador" should read "Minister," so that it will --

THE PRESIDENT: Does "Minister! appear in the
original?

MR. HYDE: The word "Minister" appears in
the original,

I offer in evidense prosecution's document
526, This is an impertant secret instruction to the
Chief of the Supreme Headquarters of the German Army
baseé on &fa report by the German Military Attache in
Tokyo. It is dated 24 May 19. 1.

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's dosumens
No. 526 will receive exhibit No. 585.

»  (Wharcupon, the above-mentioned docu-
ment was marked prosecution's exhibit No. 585
and received in evidence.)

KR. HYDE: I will read exhibit 585. (Reading):

"SECRET INSTRUCTION, MOST IMPORTANT, ONLY
BY HAND OF OFFICER. 24 May 41. Foreign Section/ De-
fence/ Department for Foreign States, . To be presented

to the Chief of the Supreme Headquarters of the Army.

"The lilitary Attache, Tokyo, reports with




No. T47g of 23 lay:

"AKITA's answer regarding the handling of
Japanese-U,5.,A. relations in the press gave cause to
the wish to hear OKAMOTO on the form of the Japanese
opening of the war in case of a war between the U. S. A.
aend Germany., Instead of a reception by OKAMOTO, visit
by AKITA who stated:

1) 1In case the U. S. enter into the war
Japan at once acknowledges casus foedoris., But will
not yet start hostilitles. Surprise attack on Singa~
pore, Manila remains prepared."

To the left of the paragraph I have just
read the following appears:

"To be presented to the Chief of the Foreign
Section,"

(Reading continued): "2) Possible war
between USSR and Germany causes U, S. A, to enter

into war. Therefore Japanese attitude remains as

under 1) with additional preparations for a possible ;

attack on Vladivostok and Blagovestchensk.

#3) Conclusion of China confliet before
new tasks for the Japanese Army is important. In
the first place I emphasize that the Japanese .

ackn~wladgement of a casus foederis requires

strengthening through immediate opening of hostilities."|




To the left of the paragraph marked "3"

appears the entry:

"staff of air command Iec, Signed,Brueckner.,"

The document 1is signed "SCHMIDT,"




MR. HYDE (Continuing): Prosecution's document
20€1l«4, which 13 a sccret memorandum from Woermann
o the Relch Foreign Minister dated 10 June 1941,
is offered in evidence to show how far the execution
of Japanese plans of aggressive action in the Southern
areas had orogressed bv June, 1941,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,
CLERK OF THIL COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4061-A will receive extibit No, 586.

("nercupon, the above-mentioned

document was marked nroscecution's exhiibit

No, 586 and recceived in evidence.)

MR, HYDE: T will read exhibit 586,

(Recading): "Berlin, 10 June 1941, SECRET,

"irbassador OSHIMA delivered me today through
Embassy Secretury KACE the wish to be once again
reccived by the Reieh Forcign Minister in the near
future. As the main topic of the conversation he
nninted nut the following:

"The Jopanese Government, or as he said
correccting himself, the Jananese Army had the desire
to obtain beses for the fleet and the Navy in southern
Freneh Indo-China, KACE added, he personally believed
ti:at this wish e~nuld be traced back to the fact that

the Japanese Armed Forces would like to create for




themselves a favorablc strategic position vis-a-vis
SINGAPORE« Furthermore Ambassador OSHIMA would like
to talk withi the Relch Forelgn Minister more generally
about the German-Frenehh end French-English relations.

"Herewlth vresented to the Reich Foreign
Minister,

"Signed “oermann,"

I rcsvectfully request that the Tribunal take
Judicial rotice of the historical event of Germany's
invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 based
on this statcment in "Evente Leading Up to Vorld War
II" at page 285 which is as follows:

"Junc 22, 1941, Germany invaded Russia.,"

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal takes judicial
notice of that fact,

IR, EYDE: Prosccution's document 4033-B,
whicl: is a telegram from Ribbentron to Tokyo dated
28 June 1941 is now offecred in evidence to show that
stortly after the German invasion of the Soviet Union
vén Ribbentrop made a strong apveal for speecdy Japanese’
military action agzinst the Soviets before taking
action ageinst Singapore.

THE PRESIDEKNT: Admitted on the usual terms.

CLEEK OF ThE COURT: Prosccution's document

4033-B will receive exhihit No., 587.




(Whereupon, the above-mentioned document
wes merked prosecution's xhibit No. 587 end
received in evidence,)

MR, HYDE: I will reed exhibit No. 587,

"Telegrem" merked "To be kept in locked file",

"(Secret Cipher Process)

"Speciel Trein, 28 June 1941."

Mrrked "Most Urgent I"

It 1s merked "Diplogerme" end "Cipher Puresu."

"No. 560 of 28 June, Tokyo.

"Secret note for depertment herds."

To the left of the prregreph thet I em sbout
to reed eppeers the following:

"Merginel Note == Forwerded to Tokyo under
No, 916, TELKO, 28 June 1941, 2130 hours,"

The telegrem reeds:

"I heve resched sn cgreement with Ambessedor
OSHIFA thet he influence his government in the
direction of ¢ speedy militery ection egeinst Soviet
Russie, #nd I esk you now to utilize on your pert
ell the poc<sibilities that present themselves to in-
flvence the povernment there #nd the other influentiesl
circles in such ¢ direction. In this connection I esk

you to mcke use of the following noints:

"1.) Wer between Cermeny end Soviet Russia




(*hercupon, the above-mentioned document
was rarked prosecution's exhibit No. 587 and
rceeived in cvidence,)

MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit No. 587.

"Tolegran" markcd "To be kept in locked file",

n{Secret Cipher Process)

"Special Train, 28 June 1941."

Marked "lost Urgent!"

It is marked "Dinlogerma" and "Cipher Bureau,"

"No., 560 of 28 Junc, Tékyo.

"Seeret note for depar tment heads.

To the lecft of the paragraph that I am about
to read anvears the following:

"Marginal Note -- Forwarded to Tokyo under

No. 916, TELKO, 28 June 1941, 2130 hours."

The teclegronm reads:

"I have ruacheé an agreemcnt with Ambassador
OSHIMA that e will influcnce his government in the
direction of 2 sncedy military action against Soviet
Russia, and I ask you now to utilize on your part
all the nossibilities that nresent thermselves to in-
fluence the government there and the other influential
cireles in such a direction. In this connection I ask
you to make use of the following polnts:

"1,) %ar between Germany and Soviet Russia




will not only bring with it the so~lution of more or
less limited ircividual vroblems, but will bring as
a conscquenoe a solution by finual war of the Russian
qucstion in its entirety,

“2,) The destruction of thc Russian power,
exnected within a comparatively short time by our
military move will also make Germany's victory over
England an irrevocable fact. If Germany is in pos-
scssion of the Russian oil wells and grain flelds a
sufficient supoly for the whole of Europe will thereby
be ensured so thet the English blockade will on the
whole be of absolutely no avail, The direct land
conrection with East Asia will likewise¢ be brought
about on this occasion.

"3,) In this way 211 the preconditions are
given whieci. will render possiblc the New Order in the
Buropcan sphere as intended by the Axis Powers.'

"4,) For Jepan also a uniqgue chance is
prisented by thec present situastion. As Germany does
this for Eurove, so can Japan now through a military
action against Sovict Russia create the prerequisites
for the New Order nlanned by her in LEast Asia, After
the removal of the Soviet power in the Far East also,

the solution of the Chincse question will be achleved

in the way decsired by Japan without running into any




more difficultics.

"5.) From the standnoint of Japanese
intorists, the icea of a drive towards the south in
the dircetion of Singaporc¢ is and remains also of
grcat immnartancc. As Japan has rot yet been preparcd
on this point and a nossibility for such a drive has
not yet been presented in the present ohase of the
war, 1t lies in the urgentiintcrest of Janan not
to lcave unused this chance now offered to her for
sol7ing the Russian question in the Far East too.
Thus she would be left free in the rear to make a
drive towards the¢ South,

"6.) In view of the specdy coursc of events
to be cxpceted, Japan should come to a decision re=-
garding the idea of a military action against Soviet
Fussia without hesitation, A Japanesc action ageinst
a Soviet Russia 2lrcady beaten to the ground would
be quite prejudicial to the roral and nolitical posi=-
tion of Japan,

"7.) It can therefore be considered that
the swift overvowering of Soviet Russia, especially if
Javen varticipates in it from the East, is the best
means to convince the United States of the absolute

foolishness of entering the war on the side of England, |

then completely isolated and set ageinst the migatiest




combination in the world,"

Signed "RIBBENTROP,"




MR. HYDE (Continuing): I present prosecu-
tion's document 1652, entitled, "Resolution Concern-
ing the Japanese-American Negotiations Adopted
Throﬁgh the Conferences in the Imperial Presence,"
for introduction into evidence, This document con-
slsts of four resolutions, including the resolution
adopted at the Imperial Conference of 2 July 1941,

The document is presented to show that,wi%h the

Soviet Union involved in war with Gormany, Japan
grasped the opportunity immediately to execute her
plan of military aggression in the South, which at
all hazards she was determined to pursue.
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 1652 will receive exhibit No. 588.
(Whereupon, the above-mentioned docu-
ment was marked prosecution's exhibit No., 588
and received in evidence,)
IR. HYDE: I will read the title of exhibit
No. 588, and then the resolution adopted on July 2,
1941, which is marked "1" and commences about one-
third way down page 1, with the exception of one
paragraph reclating to the German-Russian War, which
matter will be dealt with in a later phase of the

case,




(Reading): "1, RESOLUTION adopted through
the Imperial confercnces on July 2, 1941,

"A summary of the Empire's POLICY accord-
ing to the changes in the situation. |

“I. PRINCIPLE,

"a, Regardless of any change in thke inter-
national situation, Japan will adhere to the prineci-
ple of establishing a !Greater East Asia Co-prosperitty
Sphere,' and accordingly contribute to the establish-
ment of world-peace.,

"b, Japan will continue the disposition of

the Chinese Incident, and will stecp up the Southward

advance in order to establish for herself a basis for
sclf-cxistence and self-defense, The Northern prob-
lems will be dealt with according to the changes in
the situations,

"e, Japan will rcmove all obstacles for
the achievement of the foregoing purpose.

"II. SUMMARY.

"a, In order to hasten the surrender of
Chiang's Rzpime, further pressure through the Southern
rcgions will be strengthened to the ghanges in the
situations, wc shall execute our rights of war against
the Chunking Regime at thc proper time, and shall

confiscate the cnemy concessions in China,




"p, For the sake of her self-existence and
sclf-defcnse Japan will continue necessary. diplomatic
negotiations with rclevent nations in the Southern
rczions and will also promote other necessary measures.
For this purpose wc shall make preparations for a war
with Britain and thc United States. First, we shall
accomplish thc execution of our schemes against
French Indo-China and Thailend following the ' Princi-
ple Policy toward French Indo-China and Thailend,!
and ¥ Natters concerning the Promotion of our Southern
Policy," thereby stabilizing our structure for the
Southern advance. In order to achieve the above-
mentioned purpose, Japan will not hesitate to have a
war with Britain and the Unlted States."

The next paragraph I will onit,

"d, In the accomplishment of the above,
all mecasures, cspecially in the case of execution
of arms, must be decided so that there will be no
great difficulty in maintaining our - basic posture Zor
a war with Britain and the United States.

"e, e shall do our utmost in preventing
the United States participation in the Var through
diplomatic measures in the pre-arranged programmes,

and every other possible way, but in case she should

participatc, Japan will act according to the Tripartite




Pact, However, the time and method of military
action will be decided independently.,
"f. Ve shall shift promptly to the complete

stabll’zation of internal war-time structures, par-

ticularly we shall strive for the stabilization of

national defense,
"g. As to the definite measures we shall

deeide separately,"
THE PRESIDENT: Mr, Tavenner.
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lhe TAVENKER: If the Tribunal please, the

events between 2 July 1941 and the attack on Pearl
narbor, although based in a large measure upon
Jepan, German and Italian collaboration, appear

more properly to belong in the phase of presentation

of evidence relating to Indo-China, Thailand, the
Netherlands East Indies, the British Commonwealth of
Nations, and the United ttates, so reference will be

mace in this phase of the case only to those matters

within this period which affect the No Secret Peace

Pact of 11 December 1%41.

Before proceediing to this subject, however,

ve will preseht evidence relating to other types of
collaboration between Japan, Germany and italy which
parallel political and military collaboration between
the Axis Powers.

THE PHRESIDENT: Ir. lkicKinney.

MR. LickINNEY: Cultural and Trade Agreement
Between Japan, Germany and Italy. 1 call the Tri-
bunal's attention to prosecution document 956, in
evidence as exhibit No. 37. That is the treaty
concluded on 25 of November, 1938, between Japan and -
Germany, pertaining to cultural cooperation. I will
read through Article II:

W"TREATY BETWEEN JAPAN AND GERMANY PERTAINING




10 GULTURAL CUOFERATION,

"The Imperial Government of Japan and the
Government of Germany, recognizing solemnly that, in
view of the fact that Japan's own peculiar spirit
and Germany's racial and national 1life constitute
respectively the essence of Japan's culture and
Germany's culture, the cultural relations between
Japan and Germany shoulq be based on these factors,
and desiring to further strengthen the friendly ang
matual trust, which fortunately binds the two coun=-
tries already, by deependng the various cultural
relations between the two cocuntries and also by
bromoting the mutual knowledre and understanding be-

tween the beoples of the two countries, have entered

into an agreement as follows:

"ARTICLE I, The High Contracting Powers

!shall utually cooperate most closely in order to

strive to establish their cultural relations on a
firm basis,

"AKTICLE II, The High Contracting Powers,
in order to achieve the object of the preceding
prticle, shail systematically promote the cultural
relations between the two countries in the fields

b f learning, arts, music, literature, cinema, radio

>roadcasting, youth movement, and sports,"




lih. McKI1NLEY: Prosecution document 956-B --

THE PRESILENT: Mr., Cunningham.

MR. CUKNINGHAM: If the Tribunal please, at
this time I would like to object to the introduction
of any evidence concerning cultural agreement between
the nations, for the reason that such agreements are
purely within the right and power of nations and
certainly does not tend to prove any o” the criminal
issues involved in the Indictment or in the other
charges in this proceedingj; for the further reason
that this agreement, the agreement proposed by the
prosecution at this time, was entered into at a time
of peace, and certainly has no tendency to prove any

charge of aggressive warfare; for the further reason

that any inquiry into these documents would be purely

a political inquiry and not a judicial inquiry.

THE PRESIDENRT: Acts taken by themselves,
including political acts, may be perfectly legitimate,
but they may also constitute preparation for war when
taken in conjunction with other circumstances, and
preparation for war, of course, always takes place
during peace. That covers all three objections.

'or grounds of objection the objection is disallowed.

Yes. Mr. licKinney.




. g N . ——
; MR. McKINNEY: Prosecution's document 956B

»| is offered in evidence.

| THE PRISIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.

|
4 CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosccution's document
[

«| No, 956B will receive exhibit No. 589,

-

(: (Whereunon, the document above referred
|

to was markcd prosecution's exhibit No. 589 znd

v
received in evidence.)

MR, McKINNEY: It is the minutes of the Privy

Council mecting held 22 November 1938 regarding the
conelusion of the Cultural Trecty. It is presented
for the purposc of showing that the possibility of
trcaty asserting political influence wes recognized.
(Reeding)
"Minutcs of Conference on the Conclusion of
| Agreement for Culturel Cooperetion between Japan and
7] Germany.

"November 22, 1938 - Original.

"inutcs of the Privy Council on the Conclusion |
| of hgrcement for Cultural Cooperation between Japan and
5 Germany "
I will now read the members of the accused
that wecre present. |
"Chezirmen: HIRANUMA., Ministers: No. 8
Minister of Education - ARAKI. No. 15, Minister of




Wer = ITAGLKI."

I will begin reeding with the last peragraph
on page 1l:

"For many years, on cultural matters concern=-
ing medicine, litcrature, legislation and various
other ficlds, 2 mutucl end close relationship existed
bctween the two nations of Germeny and Japven but with
end after the conclusion of the ./nti-Comintern Agree-
ment in November two years cgo, netional intercourse
between the two nations cntered into a2 renewed amity.
On the latcr part of September of this year the German
Government proposcd for a conclusion of & cultural
agreement between Germeny end Japen, @ recent practice
prevclant between the verious countries of Europe, so

as to legalize the enlightenment of cultural relation-

ship between the two nations, thus lceding to further-
ing the promotion of thc cause and provoking to
strengthen 211 thc more our tie of friendship. Our
Imperial Governmcnt aporoved this proposal. Thereafter
the guthoritics of both rarties concerned have conducted
numcrous negotistions and the arriving at &n agreement

led to the rcelizetion of this definite plan of a pact.

However this does not mcen thet our Imperial Govern-

ment prefers such an agrcement with Germeny alone. If

conditions pcrait, similar agrcements should be




concluded with other nations clso, as this cultural
intercoursc hes 2 tendeney to contribute valuable
scrvice to achieve the generzl aims of diplomacy.
This was voiced by our zuthorized minister concerned."

I will omit the next two paregraphs and begin
recading egein with the last paragraph of pege 2.

"No., 28 (ISHIZUKA).

"In its introductory nrovision, which I
teke forms thc basis of this agreement, it is said thet
the essence of the culture of Japan and Germany as
consisting of the characteristic spirit of Janan on
one part and the racizl end national life of Germany
on the other. This secms somewhat out of coordinstion,
but since it is so desipneted, I want to hesr the reazson,
end whot is cmbraced in the _term, 'the reciel end
nationel lifc of Germeny.' According to German netion-
2lism or Nazism and 2 current conception of the present
day, the Germen race is attempting to unify and assim-
ilete even those pcople who inhabit other nations
while banning enother rece even though living in her
own country. Whercas the characteristie feature of
our spirit holds cquality on all races without prejudiee.
This cxemplifies the diffcrences in view bctween this
end thet nation. A4lthough directly nothing is stated

reclativc to politics, this agreement mey bring about




some kind of influencc politically., €o I deem it
imnortcnt thet special prcecaution be teken so thet the
peconlc mey not be misled. However, I wish to heer
the government's comment on this aspect.

"No. 17 (ARITA):

"In short, the recial ond netioneclistic life
of Germany is nong other than the singuler spirit of

Germany. The rcason for the edoption of the term was
beecuse of the firm insistance on the pert of Germeny
¢t the outset of ncgotietions, cxpleining that their
charecteristic spirit becing phenominized in the raciel

end nationel life of Cernany, it should be made the

esscence of her culturc.,

to 2id in the lisison and systematie uplifting of

the culture of the two nntions., It recognizes thet

l
"On thc scecond point this cgreement proposcs i-

!

|

|

cultural rcletions of Jarnzn and Germany form the basis

of the cherscteristic spirits of eech respective nat.ion.i

Thereforc it is unlikely thet therce will be eny influ- {

encec politically. Howcver, if there ere such opinions l

of feer in the cerrying into cffect of the egrecement,

sufficicnt prccaution shell be teken, |
"No. 28 (ISHIZUKA):

"On the whole I understand, but it is conceiv-
i !

eble thet during the long life of this agreement there




is ©« possibility thet polities will be influenced.
In partierlar, a tendency to go with the German
strcrm 1s not ot 2ll denicble in this country of late.
In icr of this feet, I rcpeat rnd hove thet therec
should be some mc&ns to guerd cgainst 211 possible
mistakc on the pert of our netion before this cgree-
mcnt is concluded,."

THE PRESIDENT: Apparently the Japenese
Privy Councillors, or some of thcm, thought thet

the wholc rurﬁosc was not ovrely culturel end it may

heve been & cover for politicel cetion. You invite
us to hold thet it wes & cover for voliticel ection,

MR. McKINNEY: Ycs, sir,

THE PRESIDENT: A politicel ection thet
ultimately led to & peet with Germeny end to war,

kR, McKINNEY: Ycs, sir., Thet is the
contention of the proseccution.

I cell the Tribunal's attention to prosccution
document No. 829, in cvidence #£s exhibit 38. This
is an zgrecment for cultural cooper:tion between Janan
¢nd Itely, concluded on the 23rd of March, 1939. As
thc material provisions arc substantially the seme &s
the provisions of the cultural agreemcnt between Jepéen

end Germeny, I will not read the test of this treaty.




Bii. LeKINJEY: I present prosecution document
4030-B for introduction into evidence. It consists
of a program for the opening session of the German-
Japanese Cultural Committee on 3 April 1940, and
von Weizsaecker's opening speech. -

THE PLESIDENT: Captain Brooks.

M. BROOKS: I would like to refer, in your
lionor please, to these exhibits like exhibit 38 that
has been previously put in. &s 1 understand, they
were put in for identification at that time. Are they
being automatically admitted into evidence by ref-
erence to them at this time? I just wanted to call
it to the Court's attention.

THE PRESIDENT: Do you understand it?

Mn, BROOKS: Yes, sir. 1 was in error.

They were originally introduced in evidence.

T4E PRESIDENT: Prosecution document No.
4030-B is admitted on the usual terms.

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4030-B will receive exhibit No. 590.

(hereupon, the document above re=
ferred to was marked prosecution's exhibit

No. 590 and received in evidence.)

|
|
ik, McKINNEY: I will read the first paragraph;




read to the first paragraph on the program:

"program for the Opening Session of the
German-Japanese Culture Committee and the tea re-
ception in the Hotel Kaiserhof.

w1, The opening session takes place in the
Federal Council Hall of the Foreign Office. The
guests arrive at about 1600 hours. The session
begins at 1615 hours, It is introduced by a speech

of welcome from Freiherr von Weizsaecker. His Lx=-

cellency the Imperial Japanese smbassador replies to
it."

I will now read two excerpts from the wel-
coming speech. The first excerpt begins at the middle
of the next to the last paragraph on page 2. (Keading):
"In relations between Gormany and Japan we cannot be
satisfied that knowledge of each other's country
should be confined to a small circle of experts.
Kather must a real mutual understanding betwcen the
nations be extended to the widest possible cirele
in the nations concerned, by means of real knowledge
and comprehension. National education ani® national
enlightenment are the most important means for the
attainment of the high goal we have in mind. Your

presence bears witness that you will do your part in

the spheres of your respective ministries to crown
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these efforts with success.

"Following the precedent in Tokyo, it
scemed suitable to us that the Foreign O0ffice should
itself be presiding over the committec., Therefore
the head of the Cultural Political Department, Envoy
Doctor Von TWAKLOWSKI has been entrusted with this

task.
nJust in the last few yeaers relations be~
tween organization and societies in the Nazi' Party
/NSDAP/ and Japan have develoved very gratifyingly.
. As examples of this I mention the fact thﬁt the
Heich Board of Health has concluded an agreement with

the Japanese-German liedlical Socisty and that the

Reich Youth Eoard 1s permanently represented in Japan
by OBERGEBIETS-FUEHRER SCHULTZ, Ahs the utilization
of the organizations and societies of the Nazi Party

/iiSUAP/ should follow a unified point of view, the

Foreign Cffice has asked the Fuehrer's deputy to send
a representative to the Committece, I am glad that

this proposal has been complied with, and heartily.

welcome Herr SCHULTE-STRATHAUS to this circle.
"This, like the addition of advisors and
experts, is an innovation in the sphere of Culture

Committees. I expect much for the activity of our

committee from the effeciiveness of these co-wiorkers.




I thank the parties here concerned for the fect that
they are willing to fit their work abroed in their

| occasional speclal spheres into the great frame of

'; our efforts and tesks in linking our peoples together,"
|
|
|




The sccond excerpt begins at the top of
pege 4,

"4 fundemental prerequisite, however, for the
doepening end broedening of mutual internztional

intcrcourse is the rcadiness of the nations themselves

" to give spiritually ss well es to teke. This readi-

ness 1s in existence in widc circles of thc German
nation, To sprecad it ever wider is thec task of this
committce and the circles-represented in it.

"A second, just as imnwortant, fundementel
of international cultural work has been expressed in
the precmble to the Germen-Jepencse culture agreement,
Both governments heve there declered that they are
impressed with the rceelization thet the German and
Jepanese culturcs have their true besis in the Germen
netionel and racial 1life on the one hend and the innete
Japencse spirit on the other, end that the cultural
relations between the two countries are to be built
hercon, i

"For the first time in the history of inter-
nationcl agreements the spiritual basis on which the
goal set by thec &grecment 1s to be worked for hes been
cxoressed end unelterably defined: the clesr conscious=~

ncss of cach party of its rceial and nctionel self and




the mutual recognition of tthis self. This is the true
reciproeity, such as is only vnossible for nations that
rre self-consciovs, nationel end self-contained, end
just on that account cepable and recdy to understand
other nations,

"The work of this Germen-Japcnese Culture

'Committcc will heve to be steered 2long these suoreme

spiritusl guiding lincs.

"Gentlemen, to our universal saetisfzetion and
joy, thcre hes srisen in this committec # new, effec-
tive instrument which shell end will ever strengthen
the traditionsl closc spiritucl bonds between Germeny
tnd Jenen., I em however convineed thet the nolitical
friendship which so fortvnotely unites our countries
will ¢lso be further dcepened, rnd thet Germeny end
Jepen will sct. en exemple in the cultivetion of peece-
ful internctionel intercourse. :

"I deeclerc the Germen-Jancnese Culture Com-
mittec cstablished."

THE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn until half
pcst ninc tomorrow morning.

(Whereunon, &t 1600, an aéiournment ' -
wn3, taken until Fridey, 27 September 1946, at

0930.)




