
-- - -- - --

I H 1 • E i. 

Of 

(nolle ) 

I N DEX 

Of 

EXHihT:f~) 

t. 
• 

For Jn 
Pros . Dc:f . 
_R<h- _lfr, . TIQ..§. er ~.£!,;i 2-1 Iuc1:t . Ev idence 

563 Tel<?grarr. f r oii the G<:. r u.n n An -
nassador in Tokyo datca 

21 Nov 1911 0 
6444 

564 Telegr am fl'O 'ffi ·I he Gc.:rma?1 Am-
b::.i r. sadur in ·rokyo dRtCcl 6 
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Japan by the Gorman Ambassador 
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Excer pt fro m th~ Minutes of tho 
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nnd t he ,Ta pones(: Fore: i gn 
Mi njstor MATSUOKA d'.Jt c..d 27 
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T :·wrsd y , 26 CG ~tc 1 .. rr r , JC" ~6 

l i!'i'EErf/.T ro .~,~l ?.iII I T.lRY TF IJUf!AL 
FOR TEE FM~ E/1CT 

Court Ho~~c of the Trihuno l 
"Jar r:.ini stry Bui l ding 

Tok)~o , J<:: pan 

The Tr i hun, 1 wet , rursu1nt to ad j ourn~~nt , 

For t hl.. Trihur.'.lJ, ;,·1r: c. .:i ~~ bc"or c . 

For the f ros0cPti on Soctio~ , !3rre as befor e . 

For the Dcfe:n30 Sl.. ction , s.:>r.~o a s be.fore • 

t o Bn~l i.sh intr~rprcto t ion \'las 11.adc by t he 

J..a!lf, l!a ee S<.· ct ior , It:TFE . ) 

- - - -
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l I Tb,.. Int,.,rnational 

.., i.:ilitary Tr ibunal for t :1e Far East is now in session . 

THE PRESIDENT: i~r . Caudle . 

I.1n . <.;AUIJLE: If it !)l ease t nc Court, may I 

• cnll the Court' s attention to prosecution document 

< No . 4 029-F, which i s i t'l eviC.encc '\s exhibit 548 . 

- This docu~ent purports to bo a telegram from Ambassad or 

: Iott to the r.~~rrr.3n Forcir;n Off ic~ . In tbc second para-

' gr aph nf sa io 0ocmnent , r .. r . Ott r ef e r s to a 24- r:-ttn c om-, 

mission of which the dei'cmda.1t S'lfR/.TOiH 'V!:J s a rr,ember 

as a r epr esentat ive for fore t gn political matter s . 

Wa ha ve anaeavor 0d to try to l e 1rn the names 

of th~ merr:bcr s of thts commi ssion , l;ut have be en unable 

to 60 so . I ~ender if I would be out of or der in request~ 

ing that the prosecution afford the Court and the defense 

t h0 name of th0 commissio~ , lts members, an6 pres ident, 

if ~~yonc had that position. 

TEE ?rtESIDE~{T : The loss they say about it t he 

1• be t i:: )r for y'.:'u . ' lh:f Cio you wcint to ~upplement their 

evider:ce? 

Vii . C1\ UD!, Z: :Vall , si.r , I ju~t ·1Janted to know 

what we had before us and ~hat to do to controvert it , 

2. if :i i1ythin[ . 

2·1 ; TliE ?RE3IDE:1T: The nrosecution c an please 

:: ~ l theinselvcs about that . ·,fo give th..;m no direc tion . 

-

I 
~rJ 
- -1 
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~.!r . Lunn 1 nplnm. 

lf.H . C U~ft Ir1G:J~f : : tf the •i.• r t 'JUna 1 pl.;;:1. 5 0 , yes­

t . r e. 'l.V l mflde an ob.}cct1 on to t he introouction of 

poli t t eal c ocurn'3nts :)ncJ te l (~er "lm ~ , nnc.. ~ n r <.?'·rom:u to 

t hr j nquiry adorossed to t l10 ur osocut ion as t o \·1ho t 

nrovis ion unoar th "' c,:mrtl3 r t h • c.i c.,cumr.mt s '/JCT'":! :l. 1"' t t' <' -

oucec , the Court voluntc.c r 1:d t t10 info .~ !'.D ti on th:J t. t he 

Ciocurn~ l'\t s a r c aci 11:1 tt<.c.. uncinr 3U~ • . l0r 1 t, of l~rtj cl·; 13 , 

G~ction b , :t:m (1 ) . 

mn.v be ·11rong , t oo . 1 c..~. d ~ot: l oo!· at .lt . I ri:li. ' <" 0:1 

r.:y rr:a riory. i think t said "c ." 

Tr lbnna l ' -; ~t tent ion to t i.; ~:ro<:) C i f f c .vorC. in;~ cf 

Articl: 13 , Section b, Itou (1) . 

··or "b ·" "b " is r.i~out . - , ' 
r r: levci nc e . 

· ··~ l .. . . • 

here . 
' T!if. r·R-~ .~ID:: .. T: · h ;111 h1 v ·.: to c: .. ::: c1-': :ron f ~. r;· t . I 

::.B . cm:: rt·:G ii.!!: I b_;l.i~ v ; t he Court s1ld 

Article 13 , Section c , It ;M (1) . 

r.'?a y b,, otiH~ r;, . J!owcvor , 

r .:..1 • c rm: ·I riG :It.I : : Ifo y I ::11h1r.i t one - -
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T.iE PRt;3IDEI T : n. y • 1 ~' ''I' ·r \ 
... \,,,! • ' I.I 

2 I 'ln~' f•.irt:·10r : If tit\.. C·mrti.:r !''1 ia nothj nr about the 

,;; rul r>s ,,f ~viconco or 'llilo t .::oulo b . .-. ad;;;jttcd , it j!; tiw 

4 l,~, uo I underst3no it , nf t c r t~~lng th: ~dvtc 0 of 

51 th._ rr.ost highly placed counsul in the c0untr~' , Ex-

<> Lore. Ch:inc · l lors , Ex-Lora J a st •r > 1no /.',,torn. y 

7 G .n~ral~ th1t the rules of ~ vic.0nc 0 Go ot ~n~l 'l in 

8 I thL !' tJ rroc :~dines tlf"inst on1:>my proptJrty or ar1 !. :t 
• 

9 1 ,momy subj \,ct .; . Tri.:. rule s 0f vh 1... r1c .:, th,:: 5trict 

10 rul 03 of . viL anc tJ , hav\.. no n~plic~tton in rriz~ nrr -

II ccooings . i:y infor:r.'ltion \'/''S rivo n tor.:(; b ·~1,r_; '( 
I :! 

b2cam0 c... r.1;..mb~r of this Tri~unal ; :.,o tlnt 1'3 V :,' :.f ~'Oil 

I 1 
probably wrong , t iH.~ ll':att~r ·1oul6 b0 pur 0 l:r ·3C::td ·•mJ.c. 

15 
In anv ~v~nt, w · aro not volng t~ nlJo~ our 

due lsion to b\:: r .. oponoo by :,rou . 
17 

I ~ill r~aG ~rticl · l)c(l) . It 3nplJ c~ to i 
18 

c.ccu1:h:nt ''.'ithout proof of it~· issu:inc·J or -:1..Fnatnr c 
19 

20 
r1hich nq.0;:i r ;, to th .: Tribttn'\l tc> tmv J b ... -.m sig:-i· c c;r 

2 1 
i~ s ued by 3!1Y a :; :->arti:1ent of any cov~: rnm.:nt , v1!10t: 1e: r i t 

22 
b~ tn0 Japnn0s~ or any o t h ' r gov~ rnm~nt . 

23 
At !1ag1; 6, 323 of til e: t' ·~ c or6 , I a!T! r ...: port0d 

25 
Article 13c(l ) of t !·1.J Chart0r . 11 

!.:~ . CUNI;r:G.L".I.: : .!ith nll C:u r.: r .)SP·::Ct to \'lint 

- - ~-- ------. 
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your :1onor has ju ::; t sn ld, may I mal<:v tho point which I 

h~a in viG·.: , and that i:; to emphasiz13 the one f eature 

~ 1 0C 1h1s article which t think is very partinent, which 

7 

9 

I Cl 

11 

:.rour :ronor ho s passc a ovu~ 

THE PR ;:-;S.[DEi!T : We 1•1111 r oaa Article 13 first . 

Article 13 provtoes: 11 Evidonc 1) , Admis sibility. 

T.: ..; Tribunal shall not b bouno by t echnical rulo3 of 

.~v 1a~nce . It shall . • . aC:mi t a ny ..;vid.:nce which it 

d001r s to hav·~ proba ti v~ V'J lu"'"' •" An.v evid ence which it 

a ~~ms to hav ~ probRtlvc va lu0 . T~on it r oe s 0n in 

Article c to sta t e: " Specifi c evidence n.omissiblc . 

12 In !)artlcular , and without limiting in any way th11 scope 

13 of t it._ for egoing genor1l rules , th·J fol lowing cvidance 

1·1 may btJ admitt ·::d." 

15 ~.~R . c TJnN I NG'. :AL : Nov1, may I no~•1 r ead the 

16
1 

svnt0nca ~hich I b ~ liev ~ 0mbraca s my point? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

.., . _, 

211 

25 

Tl-iE PR~SID~ET: You may . 

?:fi . C UN~: INGHAM: I r .::spuctfully call the Tri-

bunnl ' s attantion t o the Rp~cific wording , and empha­

size th3t th~ 6ocumcnts pe r mitted ther 0 in arc armed 

f orca s cocument s and not governmenta l or political docu-

n~0nts • 

THE P!l~SID-,J!T: ThG memb~r s of the Tribunal 

have nlr0aly discussed tha t particular phrnse, and come 

to tho conclusion that th0 jntar nr0tntion I put on it 
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is correct. But I r ep, at neain , \le hnvc a duty to 

admit nny \... Vio .;nco w0 thinl< hn.s probntlve value ; and 

the docume nt s specified in Article 13c(l) ar~ only 

ins tanc~s and 2r0 not ~n oxhnustivo category . 

I furth1" r emphasize that if thu Charter was 

s ilent, i f Article 13 6id ~ot app ~a r in it, the rulGs 

of ovidcnc2 ~oul6 not bina us . 

Mr . H11dc . 

MR. HYDE : t:::iy it pl .... ~s"' t h..; Tr jbun"'l, rrose ­

cution docum~nts 4042- A, 4037- A, 4037- C, ~nd 4038- A 

Docunent 4042- A is ~ t .... lcgro~ from the Ger man 

Ambassador i n Tokyo , datcc 21 ~ovomb0r 1940 . The per­

s on to whom it was a6drcs~0d i s not indic~ted . It was 

founo in the files of the G ~rm~n Fore ign Office . 

Docum.:.nt 4037- A is a t el egram f r om t he Gc rr.i.an 

Ambassador in Tokyo, da t ud 6 Fabruary 1941. The 

acdr cssc0 is not i~d ic ~tc6 . It W3S found in tho files 

of th(; G0rman For 0i gn Offi ce . 

Locul'l~mt 403 7-C i s a t ol egram from the G.: r rnan 

Ambossaaor i n Tokyo for th0 Rc ichs Foroign ~inistor 

per s onally. It is dateri 17 F~bruary 1941. 

Docum0nt 4038- A is a t c l cgrnm from Boltze , an 

off lcial in the Gcrm~n ~mbussy in Tokyo , oa t cd 12 Mar ch 

1941 . The nam0 of tho nLdrcsscc docs not apnc~r . This 
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I 
1 I t ol Jgrim w3s found in th~ files of tho German For Jign 

2 

3 I 
I 

4 

Office . 

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on th w usual t erms . 

CL!!RK OF THE COURT: Prosocution ' s docum0nt 

N~ . 4042- A will r~c civc ~xhibit No. 563; document 4037- A, 

6 I exhibit No . 564; docum\.:n t 4037- C, ')Xhibit No . 565; 

6ocum-: nt tlo . 4038- A, oxhibit Uo . 566. 71 
8 

9 

rn I 
11 

l I 

l c; 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 I 
I 

- -

(~h : r - upon, th~ doc~m~nts ~bova 

r cf0rred to ~ere m1rke6 prosecution's exhibi t s 

f!o . 563, 564, 565 ~nd 566, nnd r1ere received 

in evidence . ) 

I·IB . :1YDE: Tl'".ese c.ocuments relntc to French 

Indo-Chinn an6 Thailand, ~nd ure used in t his phase 

of t~e case to show the execution with German aid of 

strategic plans which finally culmin~ted in the use of 

Frencn Indo-China and Thail~nd ~s n snringbonrd for the 

l aunching of an r.ttack af::ins t SiY\gapore, D.s 1·:ill be 

5ho~m by aocuments pre~ently to be offered . 

I will read exhibit 563, telegram from Ott , 

dated 21 Vovember 1940 . 

(Re:ldlng) "Telegr::tm (3ecr9t Cipher Process) . 

''Tokyo , 21 riovember 1940 . Arriv-· l, 21 r.:ovem-

bcr 1940 ." 

It ls m[lrke6 11 Urge11t" a nd "Secret. " 

I 
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tod~~r r c r P. r d ing the, s iturit i 'm i n Th .. l)rnr , thPt 

the Thf il "' nd Priri·· I'ini st r- r, r.s •.rell ~ s t 11e ;.nc ricc>n 

0~vLrn~ent h~~e rlenitd r lloFod nc~o tir tions for :"n 

r· 11 i Pnce . µ') . :c v~r, British pnd i~rc rice n J.nbr s-

5 s r d0rs in PPngkok r r e wnrki n, r n crp c t icRlly t~ \ j n 

9 

I 0 

I 
II I 
12 

I ·1 

15 

I (, I 
I 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2'1 

25 

over Th" ilr nd f ') r thi. Lnrlo-Sr x on P0· .. c r s . 

1~ nd t hr t she limit her t r rr it"rir l cln~~s 0n 

Indo-Ch int i n sr,r'<"' !'"int:·, rn-~ '·0ul c1 t~'1n b r· 

Sh .,ulc1 the occr si')n Prise , ,J "'~~Pn •,·t 11 r .:0ncst tl •r· 

surrort of thl' Gc""~fln c:nvcr M' nt in dc~l ing ' i tr 

tht French Govc~n~e nt . 

"II . Tr .:: Vico For cd r.n 1 .Jini~ter infnr~:cd 

"10 r.nst confidcntiPlly t ht't tfh. Jnrr ri <. SC" f~,vrrn-

"l'\<:nt intends t o ~ r:nd , .. ~ r ~r i•' s t 0 S<i ron. T"1;; f r r.:nch 

Govc rnnf·nt ,.:ill br inforr'rd thrt t hjs ~.·jJ. 1. be :' 

fri endly visit, but it ··111] b <. , i n f :-ct ? p"lrv=d ""S 

r OC!'!Onstr~tirm r-u·. inst 'Th::- i l• nrt . 

Snx'Jn CPMP t her e ·. riul d hn n') c~ns ic'i c .,...rble in il itt' r~' 

cnuntnr od by the occup" ti~n 0f Srtr 0n, r n~ th~r~by 

be cnn!1cns~ tcd . 
(Sii1n c r\) "OTT " 

v 
------~--............. ,_ 
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I nill now r~o C: exhl bi t 5(4, r.1· rkea "To be 

kert i n locked file," dated "Tokyo, 6 Februery 1941; 

t.rriv:il , 6 Febru:-iry 1941." It i s Iliar ke6 "Socret . 11 

"Vice Foreign Minister informed me jus t no·:1 

thAt Jnpnnese Government intends to obligate Fr~ nce 

6, 446 

1nd Thailand bv i secrot aeretJment, 01rri ny tr.e nerot 4 '1 -

tions beginning here on Febru~ry 7 concerning settle­

ment of bounaary disputes of Frnncc ond thr ilend, to 

make no poli t .i cnl or mili t:try ner 0or•10nt \, i th -:i. th 1 r d 

power . Vice For e i gn re.ir.ister ac.ood th~t this oblie:l­

tion, ns f3r '.ls it concerns Fr1nce, :oul d, of c~urse, 

apply only to Inoo- China . He sunpose5 t~·,"'t t:1e Govern­

ment of the Reich welcomes the Jop~nese act i on becaute, 

in the spirit of the Tri- PRrtit e Pnct , it is direc t ed 

towards e liminating the Sritish-Americ in influence i n 

nn importont nr en of the Gre~ter E~st As i~ r.pher e , as 

much ~s possible . The Vice Foreien Rinister r eques t ed 

not if ic"ltion of t he Raichs Goverm;-.ent, pnrticularly for 

the r eason t hat the Fr ench Government might possibly 

r oi se objection~ by r ef er ring to t he G0r man-French 

Armistice Acreements . 

"The ~lice For eif;n r;inis t or will g ive the same 

1nformntion to the It:i li"m Ambn ssndor . 11 

I will now r oad a p~rt of exhibit 565. 

"Tel egr am (Secret Cipher Process ) . To b') kept 
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in lockec file . Tokyo , 17 Fobruary 1941; Arriv3l, 

17 February 1941 . 

"For t he :teichs Ianis tcr per sonally." 

Nov I ~i ll turn to the encl of the next t o 

6,447 

the last p3r3gr1ph , tho second s~ntence from the end . 

" Negoti1-t1ons oroceeGec. not Nithout dif !:'icul­

ties on account of t he oxcossivo clem1nds of Thailand . 

s The Jannnese Govern~ent is at pr oscnt working on ~ 

9 I proposnl of a compromise which through me ~ill be pla~ ed 

J(l ! 
11 I 
I.~ I 

~t the disposnl of the Ro ichsministcr in the ~ext f ew 

c.1ys wi t h the r equest to influence the Vichy r egime 

in the dir ection of n ccept~nce of t he propos~l thr ouyh 
I
• I 
:> 1 mediation of tr.e Reich Government . " 

I ti 

15 

1( 1 

17 

IB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2·1 

25 

It is signed "Ott -" 

I will no· · r end exhibit 566 . 

"Telegr :lm (Secr e t Cipher Process) . To be 

kert in locked fil e . 

"Tokyo, 12 ff.a rch 1941; Arrival, 12 l:ur ch 1941. 

"For eign Vice EinistE:r OHASHI j ust visited 

me anti asked me t o convey to the Reich For eign Minis t er 

the sincer e gr1 t i tud e of the J~panese Government for 

tne extroorcincrily ve lua~le ?nd ef fecti ve support of 

t he Japanese mediation in t he dispute between Thnil~nd 

and Fr ench Ince-China . 

"Signed Bol tze ." 

-
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Pr osecution doc ument 404?-L, n tc lcgr~m 

fr om the Germ3n Ambos sceor in Tokyo fo r t he aei chs-
2 I 

1 
mini s t er, dot ed 19 ueccmber 1940 ; 4042-D , a tc lecr~m 

i I 
Jj 

(, 

8 

l l 

I.! 

I 
I ~ I 

l·i 

15 

l ' 1 

17 

• 
It-. I 
I') 

I 
w l 

21 

22 

23 

2·1 

fr om ~he G0r man Amb3ssador i n Tokyo f or t he R31chs -

mi n i st ar, dnted 13 December 1940 , and 4037- B, a t e l o-

r r "~ fr om t h9 G ~rmin A~b.,ssndor i n Tokyo to t hP Re i chs-

mi ni ster f or For c i ~n Aff~j r s , ai t cd 10 Febru3ry 1941, 

~ru pr3s~nted f or i nt roGuction in ~vidoncc . 

THE ?RES I DE.:!: Adrr:ittoa on the usu:.il t -:?rms . 

CLERK O~"' THE COURT : Pr on cutio:1 1 c document 

No . 4042- C wi ll r acoivc ~;xhibit ~ o. 567 ~ c ocumr-!"1 t 

no . 4042- D, ~xhibit No. 568; doc ument J'o . 4037- B , 

cx!-1.lbit :·c . 56J . 

r .J f €.! rr·zid t o we r e mar ked pr o!rncution ' !; ~::llib i t.5 

··o 567 56° n1'd rt69 "n,:· ,.r:, r ' r~c·"'i V ,r-: in 
l • • ' :J -.. ' -.; ' '-• \.I • - \.. - , • ' u ·-

e ViC.\..?t1CG . ) 

13 . iP.!I.Jc : Tlios•.: cocutric!1t~ ('. r t: usoc f or th~ 

pu:-pos ~ of s~O\'•inp. t h--t the .:::x cutio!1 of str~teric 

pl~~s in the nrc~ south of Chino ~~~ coorGin~t~d ~i th 

to Germ~ny for conf vr encos with l~ ~a!ng Gcrm~n d i pl o­

mat i c, r.-1il it~ry ".l!!C Ln(,ustr i:- 1 l~: t; '· rs . 

I w1.ll r~nd exhibit 567. 
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"Tcl€gr rm 

"( Secr e t Cipher Process) 

"To be kept jn locked file 

6,449 

"Toky<>, 19 Decc.mbcr 1940 11.30 hour~ 

"Arrivr l, l<) December 1?4<"' 2? .l? hC'urs 

11Mo~t ureentl 

"For the Reichsminister 

"The Forcitn ?.:1nist£..r is considering, so 

9 he told me , tq ~coept in the ncnr future the invitEtion 

1u of the Reich Foreign. Mininter to corne to Berlin. 

11 He is thinking of crrivinr there in the second 

1 ~ half of Jenu~ry, to mckc e short vi. sit to Rome 

1; f rom Gerrr:l:'ny-, if pos!iblc stry in Ifos cov1 r.nd return 

l ·i to Tokyo at the end or· Febru~ry. Prime ?Unister 

t '.> approves ple.n rnd wollld like to obtvin the Emperor ' s 

t6 s .:inct'ion for ~ longer t r..rJen<le of the Foreign Ministc.r . 

17 

18 

I ~ 

21 

2. 

2 i 

The Foreign Minister emt") hr.sized to rne his need to 

T"!cke a strong fe9ture in f evor of the Tripl'rtite 

Pact ~ nd if possible, to persona llv overco~e the 

derdlock in· the negotic tions y•i th Russia Pnd China . 

The Diet /se~·~ion~/ begirming in. J anuary could rost­

ponc its for eign polic~r dcba te until the re.turn of 

th~ Fore ign Minister~ 

"! have the ' 1riiprcssion t he.t the Fore ign 

Minister would like t~ enht nc e the 1:rei ght of his 

I 
·~~---------..... -----......... ~-~"Wiiiiiiii-------...-iiiiiiiiiijiiliiliiiiiii--....... --1 
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TIC'1 • c~· end hi!'1sclf throvrh the conversr. ti on •:•i th 

Hv: I. • ich!" Foreirn . .'ini st( r rnd r'n c.. vcntu~ l r ecep-

tic·n by thE l"lKhre:r r nd hope~ •·ith C.e r rr.t' n relp to 

s~t i~ to ~ction the ~trJlGd nerotirticns with 

1 u~sir . In r.;· opjnjon his plnn i !; entir e l y in 

our inter Ent . The j ourney ~ould ~rke e stronf 

i;prf s si 0n on "'orld twl l tics , "de "'(. i rr t to t he 

Tri or rti tc P<ct c cnt~rcd in Berlin , v1ould strenP.then 

t he r tti tec1c; of t he Forr j r n · 11ni~t c r to•."rrd s Ancricc­

throurh th(. convcrsr tj on in Berlin , c- nd strcripthen 

the CE. r rrP-n impres~ion rnd •:•ould o,£n up the possi-

bil i ty of r. c onvcr s; ti on , .. it h l~osco,·1 . Arr inst this 

:: rdvr ntFp~ , in ~Y 091nj on , the extrndcd cbsenc c of 

the l e:•.der of the J~· pE"n0s0 for0irn pol icy would 

1· not be 0 f consenv~ncr rincc thE ermcd forc e s , 

cspec i c::l l~· the; F r !':'~' , '"ill l'"e:rm1hile r e l i. r-bl y h€E.d 

,, the policy cf th~ Trip~rtitc P;ct . The Foreign 

~inistcr ~ould ~r~ ~u~rbly be t~rnkful for Ger~en 

!\' cncot!r~ pe: ;.cnt of his plen . I, therefore , sugges t 

to er.pm"t~r r:e t o trrn~r.;i t r corre spondinr. c tti tude 

: • of the Rej chs Foreign ranist e r . " 

: ~ 

.. . 
~ I 

"OT'I " 

I will no\·1 re:-d Gxhibit 568 : 

"Telefr<. M 

"To he krpt in loc:~ c.. d file • 

I ---· 
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"(Secret Ci"Jhor Process ) 

"Tokyo, 31 December 1940 

"Arrivc>l , 31 DeceJY1ber 1940 16.55 hours 

"No . 1459 of 31 December 

"Most Urgontt 

"Re Tel eprt'm No. 11?1 x) of the: thirtieth 

"x) BRAM 

"For the RC;ichsminister. 

"I transmitted to the Forei~n Minister 

on 24 December ~ ccording to instructions No . 1154 x) 

the information of the Reichs Foreien Minister , x) 

RhM 381 which visibly delir hted him himself , end 

asked for ll. speedy reply. The Foreign Minister 

tod~y, after the conclusion of ·the cabinet chRnfes 

of the l r st f ew d~ys, m~de e. r eport to the Emperor, 

v:ho receivc:d the plan kinclly but r es£rved his 

decision . The Forei gn Minister, who eg~in ~ssured 

me whe.t gre~ t store he sets by the nccornplishment 

6,451 

of the journey , plans to get himself zivon the nost far­

r er ching possible authority from the cabinet, end 

~bovc P.11 the ·war Minister . He held out the pros-

;.cct of e finel e.nsr1er in the middle of J&nu~.ry . 

"The Foreign Minister holds it exped i ent 

th2t before his ~rrivvl in Berlin Ambassedor OSHI MA 

should have ~lrePdy ~resented his credenti~ls . As 
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os:rrJ. i n f or ms rrc , he: vrill nrobr bJy nr r ivc in 

Be rlin r t t he e:nd of J r nur ry . The Forc. ign Hini!:lter 

'"'O\lld then follov1 c ft cr an intc rvr l of ? to 10 d E' ys ." 

( Si gnc<l) "OTT" 

I v1ill now r erd cxhibi t 569 : 
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"Telerram (Secret Cil"her Process) 

''To be l{ept in locked file 

"Tokyo , 10 February 1941 

"Arrival, 10 February 1941 

"No . 196 of 10. 2.41 

01 . 10 

2400 

Mos t Urgent 

"For th~ Reich ?linister fo r Foreign Affairs ." 

7 
I will no~ eliminat e the four lines of refere~ces l 

I 
b 1n the telerram and read t~~ body of the telegram . 

9 

IO 

"Fore1.gn 1antster r·ATSTJOYA has ~ust told me 

w1.. th obvious joy th'.l t the Emperor , on the Prime 

11 
?' inister ' s represPntation, er anted him permission 

12 
to accept the Retch ~oreign Minister's invitation 

1
, to visit Berlin. He 1ntends presuming an agreement 

11 to thts from the other s1de to depart after the 

15 conclusion of t he Thailand negotiations about 25 

16 February and to reach Berltn between 12 and 15 

17 }{arch . HP. has set aside 12 days in all for the 

18 conversations in Berlin and a supplemP,nta ry vi sit to 

19 ':1ome anrl Mosco•.•1. Conseouently hP. would arrive in 

20 To1'vo again about Aprtl 10. If need be, his stay in 

21 Eur ope cou l d be prolonged a few days . However, the 

22 F'oreirn !' inistPr woul d have t o be in Tokyo again at 

H t he lat~st by April 15. 

24 " He will pr obably be accompanied by the head 

2~ of the European Di vi s ion, Ministerial Director, 

I 
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S 1'\ l" Ai. OTO, Director I A1~ AN!SHI , of the South ?'anchurian 

Rail~ay Co . , whom he knows intimatclv, further by 

thP Lega t ion SecrPtaries KASE and HOGE~ , Attache 

S.{T0~' .JI , t r andchtld of t he l as t GEFRO who ct i E>d 

re cently, onP vcun~er officer from the army and the 

n1vy ~nch , as well as t~o c iphPr operators . 

"The For Pi gn ''in i s ter ga v P. me the following 

deta1ls r e t he most importan t quest ions which he 

would like t o discuss in Berlin : 

"I. At t itude of the partner s of the Tri­

Pa!' tite Pact t owar0s Amer~. ca . 

111. ) Dinl omatic influence against entr y tnto 

war . " 

Tha t is ma!'ked 111.)" unde r the II T II 
.~ . I jus t 

read . 

"The For P- i gn I ~ inis t er is endeavoring t o 

nrevent America 's entr y into the war in t he s pirit 

of the pac t . To this end he has instructed Ambass­

ador rm.~URA t o dwell mo:;t emphatically on Japan ' s 

unconditional loyalty t o t he pact and her military 

and Rconomic mi pht/in t alks/ wi t h Pr esident RC'0SEVELT , 

and pc jnt ov t t he s ense l Pssness cf an American entry 

into t he •.·1ar . Ameri en could not s t op ·the defeat 

of England by entering the war . On the contrary, 

by firh t ing G~ rrn~ny And J apan , w~o alone are able t o 

• 
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crPnte ar order tn Europe and East Asia necessary 

~ PVPn ror Amertca tn the long run, she would act against 

1 hPr own interest. 

"2. ) PrPventative at t ack agains t SINGAPORE. 

5 ''Should , tn sntte of thts, America ' s entry 

6 i n t o war appear unavoidable the Japanese GovPrnment 

7 cons t dP rs a preven t ative attac~ agnin3t Singapore 

8 to remove e r make difficult the possibility of Amer1~3 1 s 
9 ~aging a military war i n the Pacific Ocean. In vi ew 

I() 

11 

12 

J 3 

I if 

15 

16 

11 I 

of the far reaching political and m111tary consequences 

of such an action, the Foreign 1'1n1ster explained 

that Janan wcrld undertnke such a decision only in 

comple t e agr eement w1th the Reich . In the meantime, 

the armed force~ a~e taking the mea surPs necessary 

t o be r eady for "la~ . 

"II . Termi nat i on of the China conflict . 

"The Forn.ign Min 1.ster has continued hi s 
JR highly confiden tial sounding of CHIANG- KAI -SHEK . 

19 • Thf\ latter ''•as sh0win~ sjgns of greater r eadiness 

20 for an understanding "'i th Japan, to avoid increasing 

2 1 danger f r om the Chinese Communis t Army. The Foreign 

22 I ~inis ter expects favorable pr ogr ess in his secret 

23 nego t iations wi th Ch4 ang -Kai- Shek from the Berlin 

21 conver sations , although Japan had to decide to r ec-

25 ogn i ze · :ArG- CHI NG- '!IE I . " 

--,~:=---
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I will omit r~3rl ing t~e pa ragranhs under thP 

heading ,"!II. RC>lat1 or s to Russia ," as thP. y will be 

consiaPrcd in a later phase of the case. 

The t elegram I just read is signed "OTT ." 

I off0r in evidPnce prosecution documents 

4037- D and 4037-E. The former is a rep~rt of a con­

versation het··u~€'n Arnbassarlor OSHIMA and "/e1.zsackPr , 

and the latter ts an extract from a r eport of a con­

VPrsation betw~en Ambassadors OSHii~ and Ribbentrop . 

They are used ~or the purpose 0 f demonstr at ing 

how closP the collaboration bPtween Japan and Germany 

wa 5 and how far the execution of the agressive plan 

had ad vancnd a t thts early date . 

TJIB PRESIDENT : Admitted on the usual terms . 

CL3RK OF THE COURT: Pro!;ecution document 

4037- D will r~c cive> No. 570 , and document 4037- E 

v1 i ll r ece ive P.Xhi bit No . 571 . 

(Whe r eupon, prosecution ' s exhibi t 

No. 570 and No. 571 w£' r e r eceived in evid ence . ) 

I will read exhibit No . 570: 

" I>erlin , 22 February 1941 11 --

In the upp~r right hand corner appears the 

·:ord "today. " 

"Secret 

" (To b~ pres0nteo .Qefore OS!UJ.:A' s arrival) 

'------- -

- -

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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"The Jananese Ambass~dor vt s ited me th1s 

2 morning. "le brieflv developed his viewpoints r egard­

~ ing the future Japanese rorPign policy. OSHIMA 

'1 ar r anged the three t a sks of Japan in East Asia 

5 according to their urgency from north to south . 

"l. ) 
I "Ru:;sia 7 

110SHn:A f\mphnsized the emotional side of this 

9 question w!th the Ja pane se public . The latte r would 

10 not admit an agreem~mt (non-aggression pact) with 

II Russia if r eal sacrifices "Je r e to be brought for this. 

12 But perhaps a modus vivendi with Russia could be 

r0 ach~d without sacrifices ond would also be sufficient 13 

I '1 to relieve Japan in the north . 

I~ "Speed is required . 

16 II 2 • ) 

17 "Chins& 

l8 "OSHI!1A deplored t hat Japan had not settled 

19 matters with CHIANG-JfAI-SHCK long ago . A s e ttlement 

20 should now be fou~d. Ther~ wer e two schools at pr esent 

21 in Tokvo , one which would directly agree with CHIANG 

22 ¥AI - SHEK , the othe r which would put pressure on 

2 , CHIANG YAI - SHEK by giving preference to WANG CHING-

2·i · \'/E I • 

\ 

- -

OSHII·!A hims elf inclines tot·1a rd t he latter pr ocedure 

"3.) 

,I 

d 
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; I 
I stat~m~nt ~ conr. r rninr wh1c~ it may bP sufficinnt to 

" In t his conn" ctton OSH!' :J1 m1cln milita ry 

, . 

. 
I 

. 
• I 

' . 
f 

.. I .. 
I 

. . I 
; _- I 
. I 

I 
j . 

I .. . 
I 

I .. 
' I 

1 

~ · I 

m"n tton tha t OSHI!M consid~r s 1t ~rc~ss~ry t o ta~c 

HonrJronr fi rst, wh1ch should not bP VP.ry d 1.. fficult • 

Sinranore ~as to b~ SE>i z~d in ~rand styl~ from the 

sra nnd from th~ lano . 
11 I r- xpr~s~ed d"ubts to C'Sl'I!{A whnt he r tbe 

ord~r of th~ r r obl Pms, whic h he hRd mPntioncd , rtts 

the d ~mand of thf' h1 ~ toric hour "1hi ch v1oul d r r obably 

neve r r e> turn . i)Sf;P:A r "pl 1..C' d tha t Pl'\ had cmr r pr- t j c n l ly 

a r vocated t~e l"oint or vt ()v: 1n Tokyo that one shonld 

not l e t slip bv orportunitiAs t hat ~ould ct e t Frmin0 

trP fat~ of Janan for cPnturi r s . 

"I suppo5e that 00:·n..A ' s t:r i::nct of t ho11rht 

when hP vis i ts Fuschl will b0 w 4 t~ · n t hn f raFcwork 

deptct cd ahove • 

11 (Signed) .. /ZTZ~ACKBR . " 

·-- .. -- --·---------
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I will r ead exhibit No . 57~ . I t is ~arkcd , 

"To be kept i n l ocked file ," and t li•,re is a marrinal 

n0ts 1ndicatin£' it was transmitted under N.., . 223 t '.'> 

"Telceram" 
' 

(Onen) 

"Special train, ?8 Fe brua r y 1'141 • 

"Fu~ chl 2'/ Februr ry 

"Secre t noto f f>r de;-art;i_nt h.:acls . 

"For your purely r (.:r S')nal i nf0r 110.ti 0rd 

" The J apanese Ambassodor OSETI~t. vis it0'1 iw: n t 

Fus chl on February ?.3 . The d i~cus£ 1on, AS aJ '"·n~.rs , 

pr o c0cded partieularly fr i endly and j nti•:iat<' J y . /'.s 

r egards de t ail s , 1 t t ook th~ f.,llo~ ·inr c0ur se : 

"To start with, I made a rt.:v io"J of t he g•:m•:ra1 

political s ituatio~ . Aftor "•ar \"ith ~rlund hnct bc•c- C" .. 'O 

inevitabl e , the Fuchr <.. r dccidvd ur11n an arr e· ~»nt · -4 t ' • 

Rus s ia t o av0id a "Jar on t •.110 fr0nt s . Tr. th~~ 1 '1¥"(? l·11Y" , 

the agrc~ r!ont a ls'1 lay in th1J inter e ft "f Ja""·.n , 

v.rh ich is int er c s t~d in t r.c sp i.'l 1~dicct p0::; ~: E :)l c vict'1 ::cy 

for r-ermany . After the crmcl ns i "m r£ thr.) Ger man­

Japancso allianc e , tho furthe r dev Jl0rro~nt of t bis 

/agr eoment/ l'!lus t f0ll rn·!. Far Gerl2...@.Y , ther e arc n0 

more military pr~blems of any kind on the c0ntinent . 

I 
I _____ ... 
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Gernany ~··ould not t ol erate Engl And obta ininE? a firm 

frv,th0ld anywher e l')n the c0nt inont - in the Medi t or-

ranean, Gr eece or clsc\•1herc . Enrlond' s hopes for 

blockade , hunger and unres t were in vain . Enpland 

must be forced to r ealize that she had nl') prospects 

0f victory and nust osk f l')r peace . Germany ;·:as closely 

watching devcl op1!1onts in France , was n0t inter ested in 

1ccupyi ng the v1hol e c0untry, als" l est French .Africa 

should f all t~ De Gaulle . Frence 's might was broken 

for all tiMe . Garr tson the Occupied Countri~..§. was 

ner oly a p'">lice function. Peace r oi?ned everywher e 

and ther e nos n0 l ack of f~ <:>d . Ger many herself had 

1' sufficient f ood; occasional short supply of raw mat er­

ials had no pr actical significanco . In spring 240 
.. 

.7 

~ . . ) 

".· ' : 

divisi0ns, including 186 first-class offensive 

di vis i l')ns \'1er e r eady f 0r use . Rul"l~nJa, Hungary and 

Slovakia ~ad ~lr eady enter ed the Tr i-Partite Pact . 

Bulgaria's entry wa s very close a t hand . The Turkish­

Bulgarian declaration denonstratcd a definite Turkish 

withdravml fr0M Military devel ornents in the Balkans 

and fror.:i England. Noithcr Turkey nor Russ ia w0ul d 

t ake any action in the event of a Gcrnnn ·intcrventi0n 

in Gr eece . Jugoslavian stot csm0n haG recently expr essed 

the ir des ire f0r peace by the ir visit t0 Germany. 

Jugoslavia ~ust c0me ov er t o nur camp so,,ner or later. 

-- ------ _ I 

I 
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C">nscquontly the So.lkE'ns \':er e in ')Ur •1ends . f he 

~nPlish ~:"'>u ld hr vo t o ovncuat~ Cr uc c c . ..Italy hcd 

suff cr od r cve,.. s E:s . She hPd n ttacked Greece ,., 1th out 

0ur knrnvl edgc end with T>'>'>r m1li t ary pr epar a tion. 

However the ! talion fr0nt in Grerce was nov: stablo. 

Gener al "'P.VELL' s ~dvoncc in N"'>rth /,fricn \''as t ':> b e 

expl a ined by the f cor of t anks nn ">ng the Italians , , .. h.., 

hnd n')t bee n suff iciently scho0l ed f or fipht a ga inst 

') t anks . ..,e hod n"l t s ont nn 0r gt:miza ti0n /verband/ t o 

JO Libya , t o bring ~bout a chenge ther e if possible . 

I I 

I ~ 

13 

11 

I ) 

:G 

17 

J :; 

19 

23 

.... ~ 
L.) 

The I talian poop l e stnnd f irMly bohind the DUCE: we 

\':e r e hel p in~ vii th t he supply r)f T O\'! na t crials. ~"o 

s t ond on go(')d nnd intiMnt e t 0r ms 1• 1i th §noin. S0oner 

0r l a t er she v1r:iuld cone over t o us openly; s he hcs­

itoted s till a t pr qs cnt because of the difficultie s 

of he r f ood supply. '"1th Russia r e l a tions v1c;r e gocxl • 

?!or eover, in view o f 0ur Military strength, she '.'/OUld 

bcv1t' r e of takin~ any ection ngains t us ! ST/LIN \'ms a 

cool end clever politician. Ger many was viewing 

matters in the East with supr eme ease . A Russo-Gerrnan 

conflict - not wished by us - •:JOuld mean a gig-antic 

Ger mRn victory nnd en end t o the Soviet r epime. 

0 In .thi:: 1!01:..3~.f ... a.ins.t_~gla_J'll! our bl')mbs had creoted 

serious destruction , desr 1 to b~d ·!Cothe r, ·Nhich v.rc:i.s 

, having a strongly retarding effect 0n English war 
------

} 
@' 
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I 
1 I pr-:>duction , e tc . 

iluch :-1or e with our boMbl' rdment the.n .h.:ierica could 

·~'c hoped t"> c-:>ntinuo to destroy 

roplece . FroM tho bcpinning nf r~arch ')n1·.1ard tro u se 

.~ f'Jf U-b0£ts v:ill bo jncrensed nnny tiMes . '1e would 

~ then del iver fearful blo•:1s f'Jn Enrlnnd throu?h a com-

< bination of the Luft1•mffo Clnd U- bon ts . Brlflish i mr"">rts 

~ !"lust ba reduced t r) El definite minir1un , belov1 English 

~ subsistence level, through sinkings, to r ender the 
, 

1 ~ 

., . 

situation catastrorhic . Invnsion of EnrlPnd \"as pre­

p~r ed, but dependod on v.;i.riou s factors . ROOSEVl!:LT 

wcs the nest bitte r opronent of Ger neny C'nd Jap~n . 

~ro~·!ever it wns in our inter e s ts to keep AMericc. out o f 

t ho \·1nr . If Ar1crica did coma in to the v.·n r desp ite 

tt is , she coul d not '.vn~o it militarily . The vast 

extent of the 0cGe.ns lying bct\·rcen us .~nd J~r.ierice. made 

tr is i11ross ible . Prnctically it would nr:ount only t o 

the building of Ar.iericnn a i r bases in Enfland . However 

in nir .... crfnre \ :e \"e r e in ~ str~tcgically more favor -

c-.blc position vis- a-vis F.ngl~nd . ··re .. ,er e :r.o t only 

equal to n C(>nbi.ne:tion of the British ~nd fJ'?eric~n 

a ir forces but surcrior a t ~ny tine . The nUr.tber of 

pil o ts Has unlinited, liko~·1ise the aircraft pr 0duction 

pot entinl . Giant r e s er ves of naterial ~ere stor ed up , 

likewise munitions . Pr oduction ~ould be concent rated 

on U- boat flee ts , air fleets and flak . The l'lar vms 



2 

·1 

-

'!•'n t.0dn~· , n~.lit'1r ily , \.. cono1,icnlly, e nd pol itically; 

·:10 \.'ished , h')\'1cv r r , t o end tht. \''nr quickly , end for 

tnrl~nd t ..., r-sk f '1r pc.nee soon . In this connect i'ln 

~-r~ ~nnl inter e s t s ~he sh,.,uld attnck ns so'1n as r,,s -

sibl e . The decis ive blo\' •,ould be an attack ')n 

7 S111f:P·0ro , t 0 ol ir:1inJt e Enfl "'nd ' s key p'1sition in 

s I F.nst :~sin and t o s<. cure f or J c ran a rosition in East 

') : si:: ·::\,. ich it could only \•.• i n in \i?r . The occupnt i on 

1 O 

11 

1.1 

I ·1 

15 

17 

I " " 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

of Sinra.r.PE nust tPkc r l ac c • .. i th J.i~htning spe0d , if 

a t nll r"1 ss ible v; i th '1u t a declnr Ati"n 0 f •:•ar nnd in 

the Pi ddl e 0 f recc e , t; c0ntr ibute to a srecdy t er Min-

e ti0n of th e ~ar end t 0 kctn ~n~ricc nut of tho war. 

" t'1bas~=rnd0r OSIIIM/~ r erliod , thnt i1rerar ations 

f 0 r the 0ccurnti0n ·1 f Singap'1re W')Uld b-:: c0nrlcted by 

th e.: end 01' ff~~' . F0r saf c ty ' s sukc :-·r crar a tions nu st 

be ncdc n~t 0nly f~r v~r agains t Engl and but a l so 

agains t ~nerica . Jn~Pn's surply of ra~ ~aterials , 

vs c cially r e : s t c'l And iron , ~e s difficult . Con-

s tructi~n ~r 45, 000 t 0n ships hed been suspended and 

instead they ~·ore build ing subr.ia r ines , t nr redo boats 

and srced bna ts f 0r the defense of tho i s l ands . The 

25 0rdinotcd ' ·i t h opcr atirms in Eur•')pe . The a tta ck r.iust 

c ~~c fron the l Rnd , cs it ~as t on d ifficult f r om the 

) 
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sc.c . The l')ccur ~ti '1n i f H...,nrk ">ng ond the Philir r in es 

had been rr ~vidud f 0r in cos e 0f need . 

"I r oncrk1Jd th~t it would be better t o del ay the 

Phili;p incs r r 0 j ect r nd t o r "t' ocend \'•1th the sur : rise 

cc; ture ..., f Singnp()r c ~lone . In case 0f a cor r e sronding 

0x 1 l nm:ti0n c- nd notivc ti')n 0 f the 0ccupation, /nerica 

'·"'>Ul d stay 0ut of the Par . Three r eas ons f'>r speedy 

s I nction ,.,er e 0f inr0rtnnce : 

9 " ( 1) Occur£> tion of Singnr ")r e '"'JUld ncan a 

ll> d ecisive bl0•;: ~ev inst the cor e 0f the Brit ish "!r.lpir e . 

J I 

12 

I · 1 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

11 (2) 1'1nericn i;rould r cnc in '>Ut 0 f the war , as 

she 1:.1as r 0 t ye t r r :"!ed , nnd \il/Uld n0t risk he r fleet 

rrnst '">f Hm:nii. If l1 rie r ican 1.ntc r c sts wer e r esrcct ed , 

even ROOSi!!V}~LT ' s a r gu:"'lcmt re: r r estire f or ent ering 

the ~ar ~0uld be el~1inated . If she d id ent er the 

''
1a r , h:-ie r icn ~J"Uld. have t 0 l ')ok ')n r ·w:crlessly , h0w 

Jar~n ~"uld t eke a~ny the Philir rines fr0n her . 

11 (3) J crnn r-:ust secur e f ')r herse l f f...,r the 

c0~ ing New Order in the · ~rld tha t rosition r~ich she 

hor ed t o hnve <t the c onclus i 0n '") f th e peace . Bngland 

···0uld never give ur S inrar">r e thr '1ugh negotiati')ns , 

23 but r nther p'")n tinue f i ghtin? t 0 the l a s t . J.nbassador 

2·1 OSHIJ ! ,·~ a r r eed C()T'l;ll e t ely v·i th this 1 ine 0f th0u pht . 

25 He declcred hi~s elf \!1.lling t 0 do everything tn r enlizc 

this p0licy. ~e renarke d t ha t he had asked the 
---- --

- ¢' 
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Jannncs e For ei fn 1•1n istcr t o gl") t !'l Ber l in v: i th the 

~!")st cnncret o r0ssible r r 0p,sals . I t,ld OSHIMA it 

.. , ..... ,11<1 be p'10d , if the Jnflon eso For e i gn ~tin i ster brou rht 

··•1th hir a final decis10n t 0 attack Singnror e s nrm , so 

5 thPt ~e c ".>uld then d i scuss all tho det a ils here . I 

(, ex"lained further th£'t tho .clnses_!._9_2.=_'>J'_or a;t i on in all 

7 srhcr os , per ticulorly re : ~ se-rv.J.£_e end __ t]'l_e___TIL~, 

8 ""15 necess~r~r fnr the conr."'>n T r 0secut i nn nf the rmr , 

9 such ns hod ~lrendy been arranged uith Italy , Rurnania , 

10 

11 

12 

Hunrnrv , Slovaki a and Bulrarin in nn exenrlary. The 

;nhnssndnr intends t o set up a r r orr an with -:>ut r epr e­

sent a t ives f or tho intensif1cati0n of Jnpanese pr 0pn-

rnmda . C"'ncerninf the U. S . i. ., I r enarked that blunt 

I ·1 speaking should be m1rlnyed arrr opria tely vis-a- vis 

13 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

thee . The U. S . ro~plo d ia not like Net i ')nal Sl")cialism, 

but •n t~ e '1ther h~nd , wer e ag:i inst entering the war , 

S""' rs n0 t tn sa crifice the ir s0ns. The U. S . re0rle 

fel t instinctively thr t ROOSY.VELT and the J e\·1ish wi r e 

· uller s ,_.,~nted t 0 1ull t hun int• v1ar ~:i thout r eason . 

Treref~re a cleer ?nd str0ng, but n0t aggr essive, 

22 rolicy sh0uld be pur sued tnt~rd the U.S . A. The U. S . 

23 ;"e""'ple nus t kn')\'.' th~t if they had aggres s ive desir es , 

2tl en iron fr ,....nt l) f deter nined rel"lrles ' '!!hich pr actically 

25 e!·~brc ced the v·h()l o ·;.11')rld , ,;·ould nprnso then . '"e nust 

reet the English r r -:>raganda 0f nis~fillr~entntirm v:ith 
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tm cl" sest c0- 0pcr Pti"n. F0r this n c rmtinuous 

2 ~xch-:inre 0f ideas in s1,eeches and utter imces about 

.> i· r inc i r l es rms necessary. In this c0nnection I 

·1 r ef erred t ; t~.TSUOK/. ' s r ecent stat eMent on Japan ' s 

s r eadiness f"l r nedinti0n f "lr reace and the declaration 

<1 "lf the J ar . nMbc s~ad')r in ''!oshington NOHURA, on 

7 J A:an ' s attitude in the event 0f hMerica ent ering the 

8 
I 

9 1 

' 
10 

I I 

12 

I ·1 

IS 

J ) 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

111nr . T0 ny r efer ence th£1t vie had r.lready Made a 

er eat C"lntributi"n t0 the sharing of the f a t e 0f the 

fillicd Nations thr " ugh the v ict 0ry nn the continent , 

als0 th~t in the futur e , 0n ncc?unt 0f ge0rr arhical 

f P.c t 0rs, \':e \':nuld have t o bear the brunt of the rmr, 

r;hile Jnrcn \.1oul d rmly have t o firht agninst the 

~erirhery "lf the Brit i sh EMr ire , and t ha t Japan nust 

n0v1 se ize the gigantic "Pf'">rtunity being- ')ffer ed her, 

Pnd shoul d n" t evade the f innl c0nsequence - OSHTh~A 

r erl i ed thE1 t Japan rras det~rnined t 0 Ma i nte.in her 

IMperia l r')s ition . /.s he c ">nf identially t old Me , 

KOYOYB nnd Iii..'.TSUOKi~ th l')ught as he d i d and \•1er e f or nn 

early att~ck "n Singapor e . 

" I then discussed the t nsks of r e construction in 

f'urnre ~nd Ens t .t.sia f P.c i np the r0\·:e r s "> f the Tri-

2.1 Par ti te Pac t nf t cr the v:or . Over centraliza tion wa s 

2s t f) be r v0 id ed , ~n<l in the econor.iic srhere , a Sl') lution 

h free 0n the bnsis rlf equal ity nust be f ')und. ·--- -- - - ---

... 

j 
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10 
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12 
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14 

15 
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2-1 

25 

cxchrinre ')f c 1;\ncrce "'n o f'r l'nd scal e nust t ake 

r le co be t l/Cen the rrcat srhercs of i nterest, the 

··~\lr '); eon-i.friCl\rt S) her e 'lf r f')\'/Cr under tho l eader ship 

'1f Gcr nony r nd Ita ly ond the EPst Asia s:--her e ') f 

inter est under the l eader ship "If Japan . Japan cnuld 

c"n,Juct direct trade nnd conclude trode agreel"'lents 

\'.•it~ too inder endent stot es "If tho v:estern henisrher e 

ns bef,,r e , Pnd like\':ise Ger "'1eny and Itoly 111 th the 

indm endeP.t c0un t ries in tro Japane s e sphere "f rrmer , 

such as China , Thailand , Ind')-China , etc . In b~th 

ec"ln0~ 1c spher es r r cf erence sh0uld be f iven 0ver 

t h ird r0,·•ers. ~!inisterinl Direct'"'r SOHLTi.T ' s task 

was lir· ited t r> C'Jncludinr ~ t r ade v.gr eenent . The 

peneral outline 0f the new t r nde p0l icy V!f)Uld be 

deternjned in Berlin accl)rding t ') orr eenent by t he 

Ec')nl)riic c rm:- i s s 1 ')n 0f t he Tri- Per ti te Pact . F'lllovJing 

this ur , I r0int ed 0ut the r"'ss ible necessity 0n the 

f r ">unds '">f r enewed U. S. i nrudcnce f 0r C'">r:u:on acti ,,n 

t ') 0pen the eye s of the u.s . reople t n the situatir1n 

end rossibly bring ~ b0ut a change in public 0!ini 'ln 

in f avor 0f i snlPt i on . I in<licpted trn r r nbleM express ­

l y as be inf theor et i cal and in n0 r~y acute Pt pr esent . 

!: c~mr:t0n br eak in dirlrmt? tic r elatj.ons Y?ith t he U.S. 

by the rar tner s 'J f t m Tri-Pert i t c Pact \11as t o be 

C'"'ns i dered sh0uld the '"> Ccas i 0n a r i se i n the cour se of 
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this ecti'"ln . 
1 

( S i('nC'd ) "R IBB!i'.NTROP. " 

I off er i n evidence r r f"l secution document 

4037-G. T~is is P tolepran dated 27 rebruory 1941 

~ f r ....,rt Ribbentror t f"l the <'·1;.;r"lan /J.1bassndor in Tokyo . 

G 

.., 
I 

,, ,, 

1 ! 

I ~ 

I:; 

11 

. ,. 
j.) 

16 

I"/ 

l " ... 

!9 

2 1 

...,,. 
L.J 

·-

TTIB PRESIDrNT : /.dnitted 0n the usunl t or Ps . 

CL::RK OF THE COURT: Pros ecuti0n's docu.rtent 

t1,., . 4037-G \"ill r eceive exribit N0 . 5'72. 

("'hcreu"'m , the d">cunent ob()ve 

r eferred t"' , ·as nr rked r r '1Sccution' s exhibit 

N0 . 5'72 E'nd v:es received in evidence . ) 

MR . HYDE : I will road exh ib1 t N0 . 5'72: 

"TelegraM (Secret Cirher Pr0cess) 

"T...., be kept in l ocked file • 

"Fuschl, 27 rebruary 1941 

"Ju-rival, 27 February 1941 

"R "'·· · !'! . 49/R t o F0r eign Offlce Berl in 

"2. F0r Cir her Bur eau . 

"Secret note f "lr der11rtnent heads . 

11F')r the l .. rtbasse.d0r rers".> ne.lly. 

" I ask yf")u t o · ·".>r k '"ith flll the r.leans a t ynur 

conr.l~nd t~ the end tha t J~ran ta~e s rf"l ssession 0f 

Singar')re es s0')n as r~ssible by surprise . Y~u will 

l earn everythinp else f r ')n the inforn~ti0n telegrar.l 

~ ---=,..,_.. ____ __ 
J 
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d is~~ntched t~dny , At tht. s r-r.ie tine . 

( Sipned ) "RIBBENTROP " 

Ther e is n not e : "Trensni tted t 11 T')kyo a t 

23. 50 . d 

I tender in evidence r r .., s ecuti0n d0cur.ient 

4003 . This is Directive N0 . 24 c0ncerning c0llab0ratio 

\'i th Japan issued by d irecti">n ">f the Fuehrer 1.1nd fro"l 

}"'is headauerters l')n 3 r'arch 1941 . It is used t '1 Sh()\'/ 

9 t hat J~ranese-Gernrn c0lleb0r at10n had r r oc eeded t~ 

10 the r"l int \!here ri111tary dir ecti'"'l nS and deciS i'">nS 

11 '"ere bein~ 'iade by ~itler \ .. ithin t en days after the 

13 

L1 

Ttm PRFSID~T : fdnitted ">n the usuel t er ms . 

CLERK OF THB COURT : Pr1secuti0n 1 s d0cunent 

15 No . 4003 ~ill r eceive exhibit No . 573. 
16 

17 

13 

l9 

.:o 

21 

22 

23 

21 

2'..i 

( '''hereur..,n , the d'1cu:ir:nt ab..,v e r ef erred 

t 0 "'«S nnrked ~r0secuti'1n ' s exribit No . 573 and 

~ns r ec e ived i n evidenc e . ) 

i'R . H'!DE: I ,,.,ill r end 573 : 

" liil!h Cl')ruian d ...,f the ~rned F'">rces 

"Fuehrer Heedquarters, 3 Jtarch 41 

"Tor Secre t 

"Onl~r thr nu r h Officers 

"14 C">p i es -- 4th Copy 

".Q..J._J: _ _p __ c. ,LJ_ v o N0~ 

'\ 
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"C'">ncc_rn inp Coll~_b,.,r ".tJ._ri.n_ .:·:t.t.h.Laran- - --1 
"The Fuehrer he s i ssued the f 0llm ·ing directives I 

f nr the C'10rer ntil')n ''' i th Japan: 

"l. The a tr· c,f the Cl")l')pcrat i on based on the 

Thrce-Po~~r Pnct, must be t 0 bring J apan, es s0on as 

p0ssibl e , t o active 0rer at i nns in the Far F.a st. Lar re 

r.nrlish f 0rces will her eby be inrn')bil ized, the center 

,.,f the U . S .l~ . inter es t ~'.•il l be diverted t o the Pacific. 

"In vie\'/ '"> f the s till undevel ored s~:-1 te '"> f v:ar 

n0bi lizati0n 0n the part '">f her '">rronents, the rr~ s­

rects ~r success f or Jar an ~ill be the gr eeter, the 

earlier she intcrv~ncs. The ' Barbar0ssa' enterr•rise 

r r '1vides especially f av0r able p~litical and a ilitary 

r r er equisites f 0r this r urr"se . 

11 2. For the pr e;ar atirm of the coorerati0n, it 

i s necessary t 0 strengthen the Jaranese war r0 t entia l 

by all neans . 

"For this r urrose , the Hi?h C'">MMllnds of the 

branches 0f the ,.rned F0rces must neet in a c0nr re-

hens 1ve a.nd r ener 0us \'1ay, the deriands 0 f the Japanese 

concerning the co?Tl.rmnicatinn .-,f Gernan v:arfer e and 

cor.ibat experiences and assistance in matters ,,f war 

ec">nl")my anct technics . Recipr 0city is desired, but 

nust n0t render the negntiatinns rnrr e difficult. 

Those requests by the J2ranese which mi ght effect the 

, 
I 
1 

l 
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c ,nduct '> f thu r:~r in l' short tir:e nust neturnlly be 
1 I r ut in the f ') r egr 0und • .., 

.. 
v 

•) 

111 

"In sreciPl cases the ruohrer r e serves the 

~acisinn f ">r hinsolf. 

113. The nlirnr.10nt 0f the Mutual r l;-ns ">f oper­

a ti">n is a !1otter f nr the P:irh Crn:mand ')f the Navy. 

"F'>r this , the f 0l l"'~·inr {!'Ui ding r r inci~'les are 

t 0 be f')ll11"·ed : 

"a . It nust be enrhas izcd thct it i s the conn"n 

g~al nf the Wl\r t i') fl') rC C Engl and d0\'•n r ar i dly in ')rder 

!l t 0 keer the U.S. l . "'Ut 0f the war . ls f or the r est, 

12 Gernany hos neither r,.,litical n0r r·1litary 0r econ0rnic 

interests in the Fr r Ecs t, which n i r ht g ive rise t o 

l·i r es crvntions r.ii th r eeor d to the intenti ...,ns nf the 

15 Jar nnese. 

l () I 

17 

18 

l~ 

~I I 
')") 
~- I 

"b. The t r eat successes Pchieved by Gerr.?nny in 

econ0~ic ~arfnre , n~ ke s it prrticulerly advisable t 0 

e:i~'ll')y strl')ng Ja!'[lnese f0rces f 0 r the sar:ie purpose. 

~0re0ver nny r0ss ibility l')f ass istcnce f or Gernan 

ecnnnnic warfr re nust be utilized . 

"c . The r a\'J nn teri<1 l si tuat i "'n 0f the Treaty 

Power s r equires th0t JarAn s e ize th0 se t erritories 

!4 
1 which she needs , esrecially if the U. S. intervenes , 

25 
f 0r the c0ntinua tion 0f the wnr . The del iveries of 

crude rubber nust be carried "'In even uft er .To.pan 

I 
I 
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enters the war, since they are 0f vital i"lportance 

f ')r Gcr·1eny. 

"d . The conquest 0f Sinpar0re, England ' s key 

r-,siti')n in the Far East, r10uld nean a decis ive 

success f 0r the a ctive \•mrfare 'lf the t hree Povrers. 

"Besides , attacks 0n othe r systems of bases of 

the :::nr lish sea r")v•er -- ">f the /.Merican sea power 

only if the entrance of the U.S . A. into the war cannot 

be avoided -- will serve to shake the enemy's power 

system there ~nd, just as in the case of attacks on 

the sea lanes, will bird essential forces of every 

kind . (Australia) . 

"A date for the bef inning of discussions on 

operational matters cannot as yet be set • 

"4. The military committees to be for med in 

accordance with the Three-Power Pact are to deal only 

with such questions which concern equally the three 

participating powers . In the first place the tasks 

of economic warfare will belong into that group . 

"It is up to the ' Hain Committee ' assisted by 

the High Command of the 11Jehrmacht to make decisions 

in individual cases . 

"5. No hint must be given to the Japanese con­

cerning the operation ' Barbarossa'. 

' 1Ttie Chief of the Hi gh Command of the 

-.. 

r 
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·-1 ""fehrmacht 

''Draft signed by Keitel." 

The distribution indicates the following: 

"Commander-in-Chief of the Army (General Staff 

of the Army), 1st copy; Commender-in-Chia f of the Navy, 

2d copy; Commander-in Chief of the Air Forces, 3d 

copy; 'Vehrmacht Operations Staff, 4th copy; Office of 

Foreign Counter Intelligence, 5th copy; Chief, Foreign 

Countries, 6th and 7th copies;"then there is indicated 

distribution for the 8th, 9th, 10th to 14th copies. ·· 

THE PRESIDENT: '1e will r ecess now for 

fifteen minutes . 

('1hereupon, at 1047, a recess 

was taken until 1105, after which the pro­

ceedings were resumed as follows : ) 

I 
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M/.RSHi,L OF THI:.. COURT : The Interna tional 

f · i litnr ~r Tr i bunol for the Far East is now r esumed. 

THE PRESIDENT : r.:r . Hyde . 

i~ . HYDE : I or os ent prosecution ' s document 

4013 for introduction into evidence . It is a r eport 

of the Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy to 

Hitler, 

Tlili PRESIDENT: /,dmitted on the usual terms. 

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document 

No . 4013 will r ccoi ve exhibit No . 5?4. 

(V!her eupon, the above··mcrt tioned 

document was marked ?rosecution ' s exhibit 

No . 5?4 and r eceived in evidence . ) 

U~ . HYDE: I will r ead exhibit No . 5?4 . 

It is marked, "Top Secr et ; . (Naval Operations 

St aff), Only by Officer ." 

(Reading): Repor t of the Command er-in-Chief 

of the Navy to the Fuebrer on 18 ~arch at 1600 hours. 
11 (Present: Chi of OJ(V/, General Jodl, Com­

mander von Puttkamer). 

"Examina tion No . 2 . 

"11. ) Jap3n. 

"Jnpan must t ake steps a s soon a s possible 

to eliminate Singapore since the opportunity wi l l 

never again be as ! avor able (whole English fleet 

--
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1 
j containedl U!lprepa~edness of the USA for war against 

Jnp:m; inferior! ty of the: U. S . fleet to the Japanese 

fleet). JupAn is n~king proporotinns for this action , 

: / bu t according to all stht emonts made by J epanese of-

~ I 

< I 

; 

!O 

11 
I 

12 

13 

14 

ficers she \'1111 carry it out only if Germany proceeds 

to l and in England. Germany must ther efor e cone en-

trc. te all her efforts on 1nduc1n&' J apan to o.ct imme-

di&t ely. If Jap~n ha~ Singopora , all other East 

As i atic ques t ions r egarding the u. s . A. end England 

ar e thereby solved (Guam, Philippines, Borneo, Dutch 

East Indies) . 

"Japan wishes to avoid wor agoinst the USA 

if possible. She ccn do so if she det erminedly 

t okes Singapore soon. 

"According to a statement of Admiral 

NO!JUHA, Minister MATSUOKJ~ has grent misgivings about 
l 6 1 

17 

18 1 
19 I 

2(J 

2 1 

:A i 

t he Russian questi on and will ma ke inquiries particu-

l orly about thnt, 

"The C-1~-C of the Navy r ecommends (in a 

per sonal conversation with the Fuehrer) tha t MhTSUOKA 

be advised r egarding the designs on Russia. 0 

Prosecutionls document 4038-C end 4038-~ 

are offered in evidence . Th0 former is a r eport to 

Ribbentrop outl ininr. the course of the contemplated 

conference with Fore ign Minister MATSUOKA, which it 

------- - - - - -- - ----- --- - I 
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1 I wns expected would t uke plo.oo in a few days. The 

: 
1 

latter is n r eport to Ribben trop concerning military 

prepar~tions in Jap~n by tho German Ambassador to 

I J opt'n who had been recalled to Germany to be )Jresent 

during the MATS UOKA confer ence. 

<I THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms. 

~ I CLERK OF 'lHE COURT: Prosecution's document 

! 
1 4038-C will r eceive exhibi t No. 575; and document 

Ho . 4038-B will r eceive exhibit No . 576 . 

:t1 , (\'1\,ereupon, the. abov·e-mentioned docu-

! t I ments were mnrked prosecution's exhibits Nos . 

11 575 and 576, respectively.) 

MR . HYDE: I will r ead exhibit No. 5?5. 

(Reading) : "Memorandum from V!EIZSACKER 

l; 1 to the Re ich Foreign Minister dated 24 March 1941. 

16 "Confident! al. 

17 "Regarding the memoranda concerning MATSUOKA' s 

IS 1 visit I note the following: 

19 "l. The most important topic is naturally 
20 the tiu:e of Japo.n' s entry into the war against Eng-
:.! I l and. 

" In order to expedite this decision we still 

~.") I have valuabl e conc essions in our hands . 
~ .i I 

" (a) Our renuncin t i on of cl nims to the 
~ .. 
"'-' Netherland East Indies . 

--- - --- ------ --- -- ----- --- ------· ' 
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1 (b) Our r enupciati on of claims to our 

former posses s i ons in the South Sea , including thos e 

:.· under British mandnto . 

" I 
I 

(c ) Increased support of Japan's policy 

! I in China (e ither a t tempts at mediation, or the 

( r e cognition of \'.ANG- CHI NG- '.1'EI). 

i "But I hnvc the impr ess i on thot Japan ' s 

entry i nt o •:u:1r against England depends bas ically on 

our furt he r successes agninst Eng l and, and t hat the 

10 1 above m~ntioned conc ess ions would not play any groat 

1 .l partinit. 

12 I 11 2. MATSUOKA is still following the line 

1: of an und er standing with Russia and clai ms Ger man 

1.1 1 encouragement f or this . A cl eD r st~ tement, which 

J' course our r elations to Rus sia may t oke is unavoid-

1r, able in order to protect him fr om surprises, and in 

1; order to control J apane s e policy through him after 

1 ~ his European journey . Priva t e conversations with 

19 other J apnncse sources should be def erred . 
I 

21 

22 I 
? ' -.> 

"To the Reich For e ign Minis ter. 

"Signed, \'IEIZSACKER . 24 Morch 1941." 

I will now r end exhibit ~Jo . 576. 

In the upp er l eft - hand corner appear the 

2·i wor ds , " Ambassador Ott •11 

2> (Reading) : 

--·--- -· - -
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11Ji_oto OJL si tUC" t i on of J rJ?O.Il 

for Roich ForGign ~inistc r. 

"According to inquiries with the. Chj cf of 

tho Nt'"Y Gc.m~rol St E1 f f Admirol KONDO , tho Novy is 

vip,or ously prepcrine f or on ottr ck on Singapore . 

Prcpcr otions wer e expected t o be concluded by the 

ond of Mny . He oxor csscd misgivings r e : 

11 0 ) P.mcrjccn gncrrillr worfnr c by means 

of submr' rine s nnd oircnrft from the Qhili~pino Arch­

i pelego agoinst the 1 >ng r0ut~ for r ow metcriols 

f r 0m Kcthr rJ~nd EAst Indies and the Mrley Strtcs to 

JE? onn; 

11 b) Tho thrort of t wo-fleet ~mrfnrc , 

should British fl~. et be abl a to trt>nsfer from the 

I~c.~ i t errrncnn to the Pr-cif:lc • 

"According to inquir :tres vii th Chief of the 

Gc.ner~l Ste-ff , Gcner~l SUGIYA?iA, the :.rmy wes also 

making nrepC' r ct ions for on ~ttr.ck . Conclusion pre-

sumobly -?lso end of Hay . 

"Conditions for llccom9lishment of this is 

r- free re~ r towards Russia. 

"Ambcssodor SHI RliTORI strc ssc:;d fl lso the 

n oc~ssity to tie up tho Engli sh f l eet. 

• 

"Summn riztng : The will to nttrck is 1'Jr escnt 

J ______ ............. ,..,. 
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pr ogrons , r ccomnlishmt nt possibll if the t rmy ' s r nd 

Nr vy ' s objections conl d b(.; c liminctcd . f'ili t ory 

prosnocts f r vor nhJ c . Ty"'lo of nttrck wcs not by o 

n:>vnl nttr cl<: from the s or. , but by crcrtion of r br s c 

on shor e , from v1hGr e tho r. ir fore es could smoke out 

Sjngr"ore . In tli i s woy (', first , quick r c s ,1lt ccn be 

r chicvcd . Then the time needed for thG ectu~l cnpture 

of thL fortress w~1ld pl oy r minor ryc rt . The effect­

iveness of tho rir forc ~ s ~s to be cnhr nccd by the 

:, 

.. 
' I 

" I 
I 

7 

sl 
9 

JO I 

11 

12 

n I 
I~ I 
n I 
16 j 

Ii 

18 1 
19 I 
20 

I 

21 I 

.!2 

23 

24 I 
:5 1 

I 

allocDti on of r f c.•11 cYpcri cnc \.. d Ge r men di vo bomber 

snc ci rlist ~ to th~ Jrryrn~s c nrv~J [' ir forces. The 

need for her r oc r to be l eft froc by Russi r- , plr ys 

r dLcisiv0 prrt in the J ~ vrnc sc consider r tions nnd 

wo s bc1.ng striven for by e r cconcilintion '''i t h Russin . 

The possibility of crco t ing thjs free r oar by other 

meens is to be suggested to HATSUOKA . By this rnonns 

it could be nvoidcn tha t, should tho 0ccr sion a rise , 

th<:: d(;cision 0f l'n rction Ot.7f'inst Singcooro ~·1ould be 

put in tho b:'lckgr o,md, rnd thf' t prominence be gi vcn 

to the Rns~if'n question. As the r e pprochcment '~·i th 

Russj.~ is c- lso s our-ht in the intere st of new crE':c ­

tion of comr1€r ci ~ l r e l 0tj ons w1 th Gcrmnny, the dcs -

pr1 tch or the. ec cnomic mis s1.cn of WOHLTAT is quickly 

t o})( c~rri c d out, in order t o show Gc r mnny' s good 

will in ec onomic r c l c. tions. 

-····-·--·-· ·- --·-----------

-

l 

--.~~~----------=-------=---~--------------~-----..... # 
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141 

I ) I 
16 j 

r; 

18 1 
I 

19 I 
20 

I 

21 I 

:!2 

23 

241 
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I 

progress , r ccomnlishmt nt possible; if the !.rmy's <'nd 

Nrvy ' s obj ccticms con] d bo climinl' tcd . I'ili t ory 

prosoocts fr vcrn~lc . Ty~ c. of cttrck wc s not by o 

n~v~l n ttrc~ f r om tho seP- , but by cro~tion of r brsc 

C'n shor e , fr om v1hcr o tho r. ir forces could smoke out 

Singrnor c . In this wa y r first, quick rcs~lt ccn be 

r chicvcd . Then the time needed for the ectu~l cnptur c 

of the. fortress wc111ld pl oy l' miner rycrt . The effect ­

iveness of tho rir forc~s js to be cnhr nccd by the. 

ollocction of £' fc,,,., cxpericnc .... d Ger men di vc bomber 

sncci<'list~ to thG J <'><'nc.sc ntvrJ vir forc c. s . The 

need for he r r oc r t o be lef t free by Russir , plrys 

r dc.cisiv0 nrrt in the J ivrneso co~siderr tions nnd 

wo s being stri vcn for by a r cconciliotion \11i th Russin . 

The possibi l ity of crea ting thjs fr ee r ear by other 

meens is to be suggested to l t~TSUOKA . By this means 

it could be ovoidcrl thot, should tho 0ccrsi on ori se , 

thr, de:cision 0f ::-n rction D17f\in st Singcooro ~·1ould be 

put in the b"ckgr~1nd, ~nd th~ t prominence be given 

to tho RussiPn question. As the r appr ochement with 

Russt~ is rlso soup.ht in tho interest of new crr:c ­

tion of c omme.r ci0l r el :'tions with Germany, the dcs ­

pfltch o" the. eccnomic mis s1.cn of WOHLTAT is quickly 

to 'be. cC!rri cd out , in ordc.r to show Gcr mnny's good 

will in economic r cl c. tions . 

-· .. ·-··--·-. ·- --·--- - --------

-
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"Apr-rt from th1s it m1rht be: r ccommc.ndcd 

tc plt"co G' rM<n S'1< cj r lis t s for nutting in \''orking 

ord•. r cntc.r nriscs connc ct<..d "'i th wr r economy j_n con-

qurrc<l rrc.rsj [' t the di~nosrl of Jcprn , in order to 

m<i ntr-in unintcrr1lntcdJy the sunryly cf rrw m~tcricl s 

frc-m JJ0thc:.r lr-nd Eo.st Indii: s :-nc1 tk 11<. lry St:-t,: s , 

__ , _________ ---- ---
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im . HYDE (Continuing): Pros ecution's docu­

m~nt 1340-B, an excerpt from the minute s of the con­

f €r cnce be t ween the Fuehror and t he J upanes e Foreign 

?.iinl ster MATSUOKA on 27 March 1941; 400 5, an excerpt 

from the r e cord of t he convers r. tion be t ween the Re ich 

For oi en f/J i nis t er ~nd the J Apanose Forei gn Minist er 

r:.ATSUOKA in Berlin on 27 IJarch 1941 --

THE PRE£: I DENT: Better complc t e t he tend er­

iTI P of the s e ! 'I' he y Hill no t be accepted until 

l\.r. Cunningham is he:ord. 

MR. HYDE: Document 4022, not e s on the 

conversation be t ween the Gorman Fore ign Minister and 

t~c J opanps e Forei gn ?'11nister MATSUOKA on 28 March 1941; 

't!7, extrncts fr om the r eport on t ho conversation be­

tween t he Rei~h Minister f or For eign Affairs a nd the 

J np r.ine s c Fore i gn Minist er MATSUOKA in Berlin on 29 

Mar ch 1941; 1376, extract fro m t he r eport of t he dis­

cussi on be tween Re ich J~ars hol Goering and the J apanes e 

Forei gn Minister i~/tTSUOKA a t Kar11~hall on 29 March 1941; 

532, extract from not es on the conversation between 

the Fuehrer and t he J npe ne s e Fore i gn Minister MATSUOKA , 

a t which the Reich For eign llinister wcs present in 

Berlin on 4 April 1941; and then 528, an extract from 

not es on tr.e t a l k be t ween the Reich Foreign Minister 

and the J epanes e Fore~gn _!~inister M~TSUOKA in Berlin 

-
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on 5 April 1941, ar c offor ed in evidence . 

2 I THE PRES! DENT: Mr. Cunningham. 

.~ MR. Cl"NNI NGHAM : I f the Tribunal please , it 

•f would be much mor e convenient for the def ense if the 

5 prosecution would i ntroduce t he doeuments one at a 

<l t i rr.e instead of four or five . Thn t is t he first ob-

7 I j0ction t hat I have ; and th~ second is -- the second 

s I ob jcction is t ha t I would like t o call the attention 

10 

11 

I:! 

13 

I ·1 

15 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2·1 

25 

of t he Court t o t he discrepancy in dat es and t o the 

same objection t hat I had on Paul Sobm1d~'.s trans­

cription of the document t he t he took notes and 

t r nnscribed them from liter al not es somo time later. 

The discr€pancy i n the da t es and t he documents as 

tho prosecutor r ead them would be very difficult to 

det ect unles s it is called to your attention. 

The t hird objection tha t I have is that the 

documents ar e Ger man documents and not J apane se , and 

I coll your attention to the distribution, which is 

onl y to Ger man nnd not to Japanese participants in 

t he conf c::r ences. 

'l'HE PRES IDENT: V/ell, your first objection is 

r eally a protest with which we have considerable 

s~pathy, Mr. Cunningham. We do not favor a lot ot 

documents being put in ot t r.e s ame time, but ther e 

may be some explanation why tha t should be done here. 

-- -- -

_I 
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,-----
1 I Ordinarily, thG prosecution do not follow 

, that c0t~rse ; so we will assume for the time being 
• I 

:.. 1 t hat they have some good r onson for following it 

I. 

r , 

( 

i ' 

(J 

: ( \ 

now. As to the dates , of course that is not r eally 

a gr ound f or objection, but a matter for noting by 

tl'.e Court nnd for correction, if necessary. 

Your thi rd ground , t l a t these German docu­

ments may never have come to t he knowl edge of the 

accused , is me t by the consider ati on that the ac­

cused ar e all eged to have conspired with others, and 

11 ' th&t t he acts and declarations of eo-conspirators in 

12 t he course of car ·:ying ("IU t t he conspiracy are admissi-

13 ble ag:~ins t all. 

1~ The documents t endered ar e admitted on the 

; ) I usual t erms . 

•/.. 
.. .. l • 

li 

18 I 
19 • 

2G 

21 

. , ., 

:.:> 
I 
I 

:.·I 

~'.> 

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution ' s document 

No .lJj()-B 1:1111 recEJive exhibit No . 577; document 

N0 . 4005 will r ecei ve exhibit No . 578; document No . 

4022 will r eceive axhibi t No . 579 ; document 52? will 

r eceive exhibit No . 580; document 13?6 will r eceive 

exhibit No . 581; document No. 532 Vlill receive exhibit 

No . 582 ;. document No . 528 will r eceive exhibit No. 583 • 

(Wher eupon , the above-mentioned docu­

ments ~ore marked pros ecution's exhibts Nos . 

577 , 578, 579, 580, 581, 582, and 583, 
I 

·- ·-- ----- -----' 

- ---~ 
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r enpcctively, and r oceived in evidenee .) 

t~ . HYDE: If tho Cou~t pl~ase , these docu­

m •nts wc.:r o group ed t ogether :.md of f cr ed at one time 

b~c. usu t hey rol a t e t o the s ome general subject mat-

t or. 

THE PRESIDENT: Th.ct is not convincing, 

7 r ~r. Hyde . 

8 ~:R . hYDE : Each of the s e documents, your 

9 1.on0r, is supported by t he affidavit of the official 

JO Ger man interpret er, Dr. Paul o. Schmidt, although 

11 many essential f acts and numer ous incriminating 

12 infer ences will appesr from thos e documents. There 

13 

1·1 

15 

1(1 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ar c t " o principal purpos os for their introduction 

into evidence . 
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T:IE PilCSIDf NT: You realize now that we view 

'fJi th disfavor the introduction of a number of exhibits 

at the same time unless it is highly desirable that 

you sho~ld tent er them all ot the same time . 

M.~. HYDE: If your Honor please , may I state 

th~ two r easons for which these are offered? 

T:·n.·~ F31.:SID'El·!T: Briefly . 

~ffi. HYDE : One , to show that the contemplat~d 

military a ggress lon was planned in the spirit of the 

Tri-Partite Pact , and , two, tha t t he plan for the 

establishment of the so- called new order included the 

destruction of Great Fritain ~nd all countries which 

dared oppose them. 

THE PR: .. SIDENT: It is so clear from earlier 

donuments as to be hardly worth while re- stating. 

MR . H~'DE: I will read exhibit No . 577. 

"Mi nutes of the cor.ference between the 

' Fuehrer ' and the Ja panese F'oreign Minister MATSUOKA 

in the presence of the Ger mon Foreign Minister as 

well as .Ambasscidores Ott and OSHIUA on 27 Mar ch 1941 . 

11 Arn0r ica has three alternatives: She can arm 

herself, help Britain or wage wa r some place else. 

If she would help Britain she could not arm herself . 

If she would neglect .d r itain, this count ry wol'.ld be 

knocked out and J~merica would find herself alone 

"" -



, __ _ 

7 

8 

" 

II 

1' 

L 

l . 

, 
' ' 
15 .. 16 

17 
I 

!81 
1~ I 

.!O 

!I 
I 

22 

23 

'M 

25 

6,486 

opposed to t he r owers of the Tri- partite Pact . Eut in 

no case co• l d America wage o. \'Jar son1e place else . 

"Therefore , a better opoortunity for a joint 

act'on of the Tri partite power than the one established 

today will in all human possibility never again arise . 

On the other hand it i s clee r to him th·t with every 

hi~torical act a risk hos to be taken i nto consider-

ation . 11 

I will omit r eading the next full sentence. 

"Such a moment will never occur again , it is 

unique in history . He (the Fuehr er) admits tha t there 

i s a ce r tain ris k involved, but it i s an excerytionally 

s:nall one at a time when Russia and Br itain are elim-

inated and :.mcrica is not yet prepl'red. · If this 

f evour able moment W?uld pass by anO- the Euronean con­

flict would poss ibly end in a comor omise , Franc e and 

Sritain would r ecover in a f ew year5 . /mf" r ica would 

join t hem as Japan 1 s thi rd enemy and J() pan v:ould sooner 

or la ter be faced ·1ith the t ask after all of defending 

the security of her living space in a batt l e against 

those thr ee nat ions . 

"Militarily, too, t her e has not been since 

the memory of man f.I situa t .i.on r elatively as favourable 

as now, although the military difficulties resultin~ 

fr om action should not be ·under es timated . 
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"Especiall y f r vorable i~ t he fact thPt there 

exis t s no conflicts of interes t s betweGn Japan and 

her hl l i es . Ger many, which wot l d satisfy her colonial 

de.n~ nds in / frica , is jus t as little interested in East 

Jsia as Ja ~an is i n l urope. This is the best basis for 

cooper a t ion between a Japanese tas t Asia and a German~ 

Italian Furope . 

91 "On t he other hand t he cooperation of the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 n~lo-Eaxons never meant a r eel coalition but always 

only a playing off of one aga inst the other . Just 

as much as Fritain does not put up with the hedgemony 

of one nation in Eur ope, she would in East Asia play 

off J apan , China end Russia against each other to 

promote tl1e interests of her own empire . The United 

Sta t e would act just like Britain , she woul d inherit 

the empire and r eplece British imperialism with 

1merican imperia l ism. 

" J.. better situation for joint action v1ould 

~Q!l ever again exis t f or a personal re6son also . 

l th~ Fuehrer) has ful l confidence in himself, the 
He 

G.:. r r.:an nat i on stands unitedly back of him as with nobody 

elso in her pr evious history . He ha s the necessary 

power of r esol ution inaitical situations and, finally, 

Ger~any is experiencing a tremendous series of suc-
25 I 

I cesses which is also unique in the world but need not 
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be repeated. 

2 ''In conclusion the Fuehr er pointed out th2t 

3 his attitude toward Japan did not originate in the 

4 year 1941. He has always been for cooper~tion with this 

5 country. Ambassador OSHIMA knows that he (the ?uehrer) 

6 has worked unflinchingly toward this goal for many years. 

1 He is determined nev(r again to deviate from this line • 

a hS alr eady mentioned, especially favorable for cooper-

9 ation is the fact that thPre are no conflicts in interest 

10 between Jap~n Bnd Germany . For interests in the long 
II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

run are indeed stronger than personalities and the will 

of a Fuehrer , therefore they always endanger anew the 

cooperation between nations if they are turned in op­

posite directions. In the cnse of J oDan and Ger many, 

ther efore , o~e can plan for the longest time on account 

of the non- existence of such conflicts. T~is has ~een 

his firm conviction since earliest youth . The Japanese, 

German, and Italian nations would be highly successful 

if they would c raw the consequences from thi: present 

uni~ue situation . 

"MATSUOKA thankP.d the Fuehr er f or his frank 

state.r.ents which made the whole situation very clear 

to him. f lthough he alre~dy hPs occuuied himself 

thoroughly with the Arguments advanced by Hitler, he 

would once Sf~in eonsider most thQroughl y the arguments 
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menti oned . 

-------, 

"On the w11ole he agreer, with thf' vi ews men­

Especially he is also of tho 3 1 tioned by the ~uehr~r . 

opinion t ;2t any r esolute ~ ction i nvolves a certGin 
4 

( 

i 

8 

risk. ..lJ..T: UOKA declared with reference t o the rc:"'ort 

of .mb&ssador Ott and the Ger me n For e ign : '. inister 

through which th( Fuehrer will probabJ.y be accura tely 

inf ormed about t~e present situation in J aran, that he 

wants tc present the situation pcrsom.lly and very 

10 frankly . There t re in J eptn , as in other countr ie;s , 

1 1 I certain intellectual circles which can be kept in 

12 1 check only bye str ong man . This is the t ype which 

1 ~1 although he would like to hc;ve the cubs of t he tigress, 

14 I is, however, not prepar ed to go into t he cave to 

i c snatch them away fr om their mother . These trends of 

16 thoueht, were presented by him using the same picture 

17 st E conf er ence at headquart ers in t he presence of two 

1s princes of royal blood . It is regr ett2blc that Japan 

19 hEs not yet rid herself of these circles , indeed thct 
I 

~> some of t hese peopl e er e even in influential positions . , 

21 ConfidGntially , however, he can se y t het , after e 

22 violqnt discus s ion, he prevailed with his view r t the 

23 confer ence a t h0&dquarters . Ja pc-n will act, and thct 

2'1 decisively , when she has the f eeling thc-·t she wot1 ld 

25 otherwise lose E chance which might ~nly return after 
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~ th~ussnd ycers; end that Ja an will advance regerdless 

2 I of the condition o~ her prepar a tions, because there 

3 \'/Otilci elways be some pe:oolc who would consider the 

4 nr cporation insufficient . This point he, ifATSUOKA, 

5 curried successfully also against both the princes . 

6 1hc timid politicians in Japan woula always hesitate 

8

7

1 

f,nQ would act pt:>rtly because of a sympathetic pro­

Bri tish or pro- Amfrican attitude . 

9 

JO 

lJ 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

11 :1.hTSlTOKA then po inted out that he had ad ­

vocated tho alliance &lready long beforethe outbreak 

of the Iuropecn w~r . He greatly exerted himself at 

th~t tim~ on ~chalf of its conclusion , but regrettably 

had hed no success. After the outbreak of the European 

war he personally he ld the vi ew thot Jai:ian first should 

attack Singapor e and rut an end to Eritish influence 

in this district , and only then should conclude the 

Trio~rtite ?act, bu9ause the thought of Japan joining 

tho allience wi thout simultane:ously making a contri­

buti.on toward knocking-out Britain was unpleasant to 

him. Because, whil e Gcrmnny has already weged a 

gig&ntic battle against ~ritain for a y(ar, Japan, at 

the time of t he conclusion of the Peet, had not y€t 

contributed anything . Therefore , he had very strongly 

insisted on a plan of attackine 'ingaryore , but did not 

push it through and then, by force of circumstances 

----- ,.. __ -- -------

l 
I 
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1 r eversed his prorr am end put joining of the oact in 

2 first pl ace . 

3 11 \ e did not h._ve the l east doubt thot the 

4 South Su~ problc.m could not be solved \li thout. the 

5 cepture of Singapore by J apan . One ht.ls only to intrude 

6 

7 

8 

9 

JO 

1 l 

12 

13 

11 

15 

i nto the cevc of +- he tifr<' ss r.nd take out the cubs by 

force . 

"It is only a mPttc r of tim(. until J q,an will 

attack. Accord ing to his opinion the attack shoul d 

ensue as soon as ~ossibJ e . Unf ortunately he does not 

govern J apan but has to convert the rul ~ r s to his opin­

ion. He will sur ely al so succeed in this s,mo dL y. 

But et the. present moment he cannot, under these circum­

stAnccs , assume t ny obligation to act for his J auvnesc 

nation. 
16 I 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"Upon his r e t ur n , h € would Rive t~6se matter s 

I his most s0r ious ~ttent ion eft~ r his conf er ence with +he 

?uehr cr and the Ger man For£ign Minis t er ond aft er having 

personr lly cxemint··d t he si tuetion in Europe . He could 

not pr r. i sc c;nything dcfinte hut -or omises th~· t he 

v.ri ll persona lly advocate; to th~ ut:.:ost the goals indi­

catE:.d . 

"MATSUOKb then also urgently r equc.st ed t he 

stet€m~nts just pr esented by him to be held strictly 

conf ident i a l bcceuse upon their becoming known in 

---------
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Jcpon th~ mGmbers of the cabinet diffLring in opinion 

would probably turn pr.le c.nd try to gc. t him out of 

his office . 

" ' hile endeavoring to bring about th~ pact , 

he hcd clso k0pt strictest silence until the very 

l ast moment ~nd frGquently and purposely cre:: tcd the: 

impression of a pro-American or £ nro- British <ttitu6e 

for the dcce?tion of his adv~rscries . 

"Shortly b-...forc conclusion of the: p;;ct it \'leS 

r eported to him th~t the Dritish A~bassador made 

strong propr.g~nda cmoneo the Jaocncse that J~pan was 

playinf a V€r y risky game by jo1nin€ t he Tri partite 

pact . The ?mcricen Ambassador also ~xn.re ssed himsel f 

similarly. A f ew d~ys vftcr conclusion of t he ~act he 

<:· sked the ;_mcricen . mbas setlor whcthe: r the rc'""''">rts ebout 

the pronrg~ndE wer e bc scd on feet . Th0 cmbnssedor. 

admitted. e:vcr ything and , morcov~r , stated thc.t every 

J apan\.sc he hc:.d m(.t since n.ub ~ icction of th~ conclusion 

of the pact, hcd ~x~rcss ed the opi n 'on thct Ger many 

would win the wc:r . This , accor ding to the opinion of 

the ;.mer ican J..mbassc::dor , is untrtie , Germany hos no 

chcncc to win the w::r end t he refor(; it would be in his 

( th:~ . ·.Americc>n Amb<:!ssDdor ' s) opinion actually a very 

risky game for Je pcn if sht hcd conclud e:d the pac t ~cr­

h~ps with the assumption of e Gorman victor y . 

== 
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" 1lhTSU01'A declared furthe r t!u .t he hod 

t hereupon r cnlit d to the ·mc. rican fmbo ssedor tht. t 

only God kno·::s who ·.1oul d win t he wr r i n t he l onr run . 

::·ut he ( :,1"TSUOK/'.) did not cior.cludc the or ct on the. 

basis of the vict ory of t his or thr t oowcr, but 

based on his vision of t~L new order . He. had listen-

cd \.1i th int< r est t o the str t emrnts of the Fu(.hr £r 

ribout the new order c-nd wcs fully ~nd entirely 

---

----------~_, 
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convinced by them. If he v1ould for once, assume 

purely h~rpothetically, that the fortunes of war would 

turn at a given moment against Germany, he must state 

t o t he American Ambassador thc."'t Japan would then im­

mediately cone to the assistance of her ally. 

"His visions of the new order were laid down 

by him in the preamble of the Tripartite Pact. That 

is an ideal which has t•een transrni tted fro:n one 

generation to another since time immemorial . For 

him , personally, the realization or this ideal is 

his life objective t o which he has devoted all his 

labor up to now, in order t o make a small con­

tribution or1 !1is part to·nard 1 ts realization . '.L'his 

Tripartite Pact, Berlin-Rome -Tokyo, is also a con­

tribution toward this realization. The execution of 

these trends cf thought, MATSUOXA emphasized further, 

stands moreover with the motto: ' No conquest, no 
• 

oppression, no exploitation.' This was not yet 

understood everywhere in Japan . However, if Japan 

should ever deviate from this line, he (MATSUOKA) 

would be the first t o fight a gainst it. 

"In this co•1nection hJ\TSUOKA also reminded 

of t he other princ~ ple of the pr eamble to the Tr i ­

partite Pact according to whtch every nation was to 

take the place due it . Although Japan, too, will 
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pfltteed by force , if necessary, in establishing tho 

new order, and al tht)ugh she so ... etine s would have t o 

l ead with a strone hand the ,ations af¥ected by t his 

new order, sho nevortheles~ !<reps the previously 

5 quoted motto cons tan t ly before her eyes: ' No con-

< quest, no oppression, no exnloitation . ' 

; "During t he further course of the c0nversa -

tion I..ATSUOKA came to speak about his discussio~s 

c; v11 th Stalin in r~oscow. 1~s an ally he owes an ex-

14 

I J i 

16 

planation about it t o t he Gorman Foreign l!inis t er 

and would have given it at the mor ning conf er ence 

if the ver inau Foreign i'iinister had not been calJ ~d 

avlaj' pr ematurel y . J·1ow he i ntonds t c givt::: this in­

for mation to t he l eader. 

"First of all he intended to pay a cor1-

plimen tary visit to ~ .olotov on :·liS t ri p through 

17 ~~scow. After so~e r efl ection, however , he decided 

lS I 

I 
19 I 

t o ask the Japanese ambas~ador t o find out in a mild 

way froa the Sovi et government whe:t :1or ther e exis ts 

any interest ln a conf er&nco between Stalin an~ 

2l 1 hh1 . ltO\'.'ever , b&for c t~1c Japanese ambassador could 

i.; I 

~ ·· ! I 

f ol low .hi s instructi.ons with t he Soviet eovernr.ient , 

the proposal was made by t he f~ussian gover nment 

i t sel f for a meet ing between Stalin, }~lotov, and 

25 Ma tsuoka . ~e s poke with Molotov ~or about 30 

--... :..- ~ ~--------------.................. -----~----~~ ... .,,.. ............. iiii .... . 
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minutes, ~talin for one hour , so t het due to t he 

necessary translations he spoke perhaps 10 minutas 

vr 1th i .. olotov and 25 minutes with Stalin . 

"He explained to Stalin that the Japanese 

are morally communists . Thts ideal had b~en passed 

on from the fathers t o the sons since t1me i m­

memor ial . But at the same t1me he stat~d that he 

docs not believe in political and economic conununism 

and rather assumed hat his J epcnese ancestor s had 

alreddy early given up every attempt in t his direc­

tion and had devoted t hemse lves to moral communism. 

"For that vrhich he called moral communism, 

i·J~'.J.'SUOI\.A then quoted some examples f rom his own 

fa mi l~r . This Japanese ideal of moral communism 

had been over t hrown by t he liberalism, individualism 

and egoism introduced from the i1c st . ' t present 

the situation in Japan in this respect is extremely 

confused. However , ther~ is a minority which is 
19 

s t rong enough to f ight sucGessfully for the r c -
20 

surrection of the ' old ego ' of the Japanese. This 
21 

22 

23 

2·1 

25 

ideological strug ;le in Japan is extremely bitter . 

But t hose who f i ght ~or the r astoration of the old 

idea l are convinced of their final victory. 

11Thc Anglo-Saxons are basically res ­

ponsible for the p~netration of the above-mentioned 

. I 
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---- --
prevailing ideology; and for the r es toration of the 

old traditional Japanest ideal Japan is compelled, 

therefore, to fight against the Anglo-Saxons just 

as well as in China sho is fighting not against the 

~hinese but only against Gr e, t-Britain in China and 

capita ljsm in China . 

11
iJATSUOKa sta tad further that he had ex-

plained to Stalin his itleas about the New Order and 

ther eby emphasized that the Anglo-Saxons constitute 

the greatest obstacle to t he establishment of this 

order and Japan , ther efor e , of necessity has to fight 

against them. he expla1ned to Stalin that the 

Sovi e ts also on t~cir part are advocating something 

new and tha t he b!.lievcs to bo able to sE: ttl e the 

diff iculties be tween Japan and .uussia after the 

collapse of the Br itish empir e . He pi ctured the 

,.nglo-Saxons as japan ' s ~ Germany ' s and Soviet 

hussia's common enemy . 11 

I will no~ r ead the next paragraph. Con-

tinuing: 

" b.A'i'SUOKA , in the further course of con­

vcr sa tion, .made some r eme.rks abo11t t he nature of the 

TENHO. The T~i'Jl~O is the state, and t he life as well 

as proper ty of each Jn~ene se be longs to the TENNO, 

t hat is the state . This is so to speak the Japanese 
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vers ion of a totnlitarian state structure . 

2 
"ln conclusion LlA1'$UOKA spoke admiringly 

3 
cbout the way in which the Fuehrer is l eading the 

4 Gcrm~n nation, which stands behind him in compl e te 

5 unity, with de t erminat ion end pov10r through this 

6 gr ea t time of r evolution unequalled in history. 

7 ,,ec~ . nation has such a l cad.::.r but once in a thousand 

a ears. Tha Japanese net!on hns not yot found its 

9 uchror . But he would surel y appear in t~10 hour of 

10 eed and t ake over the l eadership of t he nation with 

12 "Berlin, 1 April 1 941 . Signed: SCH1iIDT 
' 

14 1ill . hYDE: I vri ll now r ead exhibit 578, 

l5 arked "Top Secre t • 11 (Ree.ding) 

16 

17 

18 

11ltecord of Reich Foreign Hinister. 

"Record of t he conversation between the 

eich Foreign Minister (hA1•) and the Japanese Foreign 

19 .• inister LlATSUOKA in the pre sence of Ambassadors OTT 
20 

nd OSHitiA in Berlin on 27 Werch 1941. 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"The Reich Foreign Ilinister welcomed 

·IATSUOi\A with cordial words as a rten v:ho hes shown 

y word and deed t h.:- t he ha s t i1c some attitude to­

crd t he pr oblems of his country ~s t he Fuehr3r and 

is co-workers must havf: for Germe.ny, and who raade 

-------------
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---------
possible tho conclusion of the pnct with Jepan as 

t he. r esponsible For ign Minister of his country. 

'rhe Tri -Parti t e Pact is a vory important instrument 

for t h13 future of the throe countries, and r epr esents 

the foundetion on whic~ tho future of tho three nations 

can be assured in a manner that has e.lvmys boen 

imagined by German and Japanese patriots. 

11 ln this connection, the heich Foreign 

9 11injster gave a survey of the situation as it appears 

10 from G~rmany's point of view. 

u "In r ef er ence to the military situation, he 

12 pointed out t ha t Germany today is in the final phase 

13 of her fight against England. ~uring the past win-

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ter, the Fuehrer pr oper ed everything further so that 

Germany stands today completely r eady for deployment 

in or der to meet England everywhere she can be 

r eached . The Fuehrer has at this moment at his dis-

posal perhP.ps t he strongest military might which 

has ever existed in the vmrld . Germany has ready to 

strike 240 divisions, 186 of which are first class 

ottuck divisions of young soldiers . 24 of them are 

ar mor ed divisions to which must be added more motorized 

brigades . 

"The Luftwaffe h~. s increased greatly, and 

l1a s introduced new models so that in the future as 
I 

---------· ------ . -- . 
_____ I 
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in the pas t 1t will be a match for any co~bination, 

tht. t js, Ger many is not cnly a ma tch for Engl and 

und .' 1:ierica in this field, but is ab's c. lutely 

superior . 

"Thu Jarman navy owned at tho outbreak of 

t he war cml~· a r elatively smP.11 number of battle­

ships . In any ca se , t ne bc ttle ships under con­

st1uction have been coMpleted so that even the l nst 

one of them c.ould be commissioned withjn a short 

time. 

" In contr?st t o the world war , t he German 

navy does not stay in por t this t ime , but has been 

committed ag~ins t t hG enemy from the fir st day of the 

14 war . MA'l'SUOKA pr obe.bly se.w i n t he news of t he last 

15 weeks t hut Germen dreadnoughts disturbod the supply 

16 r outes bet·!1een England and Amer i ca with extre.ordinary 

17 success . 

18 11 The number of subm~rines, committed until 

19 now , is very small . At mos t 8 or 9 boats have been 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in cont act with t he enemy each time. In any case, 

t hese few submo?ines in cooperation with t he Luft­

~1affe dur j ng J2nuary and February sank 750,000 tons 

per month, e:;...ac t proof of w~1lch Germany can show at 

any time . :rhis figur e, however , does not include 

the great adGi tional l osses v:hich England suff ered 

-- ---- -·-----

1 ~-~~~=-========::;;;;;;;~~~~-.. -·-
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f1·om f lea ting and m::lv,netic mines . ll t the bog inning 

of April, the number o~ submarines will incrense 8 
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t o 10 fold so thet 60 to no submarines could then be 

ln contact '..1i t h the oaemy constantly. The Fuehrer 

here followed the tactics of' committing only a few 

subm~rines at f i rst, and t o use the remaining ones 

'"or traj.ning the personnel necesscry for a larger 

fleet i n order thon to atteck th~ enemy like a stroke 

of lightning by tLe co1runi t r1cnt of a larger number of 

unj ts. 'fhe~·efore , t he expected number of sinkings 

by German submarines ''OUld in the future probably be 

cons iderably l".bove wha t has alr eady been r eached. 

Undar those circumstances, the submarine arm alone 

can b~ described ns absolutely deadly . 

"Turning to the military situation on the 

European continent , the l.eich Foreign i .. inister r e ­

marked that Ccrmany pr actically had no longer any 

enem~r vrorth rientioning because of t he subjugation of 

the cour1tries of t.·e contin€nt, except for the 

small English forces in Cireece . Germany will re­

pulse every attempt by England to land on t he con­

t i nent or to gain a foothold there . She would ther e ­

fore not tolerate for the En~ lish to remain in Greece. 

Viewed militerily, the Greek problem is of secondary 

i mportance . fhe only factor of pr actical importance 

· 1 
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is that the advance towerd Greece which probably 

will become necessary, nill obtain a doninating 

position in the E~stern l.editerranean which will be 

of considere.ble importe.nce for the further develop­

ment of opeLations in these areas . In Africa, Italy 

has had bad luck during the past months because the 

italian troops there wer e not familiar wi th the modern 

methods of tank fighting and were not prepar ed for 

ant i-tank defense so that it was comparatively easy 

·or t he English armored divisions to capture the 

rat her unimportant Italian positions. A final ob­

stccle has been placed in front of further advance 

by the English. The Fuehrer has s ent Gener al nOM1iEL, 

one of the most capable ,1erman officer s, to Tripoli, 

wi th sufficient German forces . Unfortunately, the 

hope that Gener al WAVELL '.1ould attack was not ful­

f illed. In several outpost skirmishes, t he English 

encountered t he Germans, and then gave up all fur­

ther o~~ensive intentions. Should they still under­

take an att ack against Tripoli then they would meet 

an annihilating defeat . Here es well, the tables 

certainly will be turned one cf these days, and the 

English will perhaps disappeer from North Af r ica 

evan f v.stcr them they came . " 

ThE PnhSI~ENT: Mr . Hyde ! We will adjourn 
_I 
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no~ until hnl f pest one . 

(\/hereupon, at 1200, a r ecess Via s 

tuken ,.) 
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/J.'TErlNOON SESSIOI\ 

Tne Tribunal met, pursuant to recess, 

at 1330. 
MARS:{AL OF THE COLRT : The International 

IJ111tary Tribunal for tr,e Far E'Jst is now resumed • 

THE PR·~SIDENT: Mr . Hyde . 

MR . HYDE: I will continue r eaC:ing exhibit 578, 

starting with the last paraeroph on page 2 . I 
(Reading) 

11 In the t.~editerranean ar ea , the German Luftwaffe 

has accomplished food \'/Ork now for two months and has 

inflicted heavy shiop1ng losses on the Engl ish who 

had dug themselves in there . The Suez Canal has oeen 

b l ocked for a long time and would b ~ blocked anew af­

t er removal 0 f the obstaclP.s . It is no longer a 

pleasure for the English to ba obli,ed to ~tick i t 

out in the Mediter~anean. He (the Reich Foreign 

Minister ) bel i eves that the Mediterranean would still 

be blocked off during the cours e of this year in 

such A manner that t~e Lnglish would no lonf er re­

pr e.sent practically anr danfer. Their fleet would 

be tied down for the protection of their position 

in Africa . 

"If one calculates the sum total of the mili-

tary situation in Eurf)pE. one arrtves nt t he conclusion 
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that the Axia is practjca11y master of the situ­

ation in all of continental ~urone in the military 

~ fi t ld . A gigantic army is at the disposal of Ger-

..; muny, which Js practically tinemnloyed and can be 

:, committed at any place whore tha Fuehrer deems it 

(i llCC €.S3ory. 

7 "ThG political situation is char -ct eriz t:.d by 

C the adhcrenc~ of elmost all tho Balkans to the 

~ Tr i-Parti t e Pact. News about a putsch and a change 

10 of govor~~ent arrived fro~ Bdlfrace t his morning , 

11 howaver all det c ils arc lackjng so f ar . Also the 

11 

15 

16 

17 

13 

l? 

21 

22 

23 

political situation 1.n Europe and in the whol e; world 

has contributed to tho strvnfthGn1np. of tho Tri­

P~rtite powers. Germany continu~s to strive to 

win over this or that sta t ~ which st111 stands out -

side of the pact, to tho cavs ~ of tho thrao powers . 

He (the Reich For t. ign P.'& jnistcr) can inform MATStTf'J.'"A 

confidentialJy thut Spain at l east in spirit is in 

the Tri-Partite Peet . Of th~ two or thr~e countries 

r &maininr , Sw~d cn and Turkey are es pecially int cr ~st-

ing. He can t ~ll MA'l'SUOKA confidentially that her e 

too, attempts would be mad o to win those countri ~s 

for the Tri -Partit 0 Pact . 

"Certain fi.elers have alr \3ady b 1;;em aimeid at 

Tur~cy . Even if this country formally h~ s an 
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Pll i ancE with ~nrJ~na , it is a t ] ""e st not ~ntir cly 

.t..mpos~iLle thnt Turk~y will. in t h "" futPr c pc-r haps 

drnw clos ;_r· eind closer to th'- Tr 1-P:.irt 1 t .... Pact . 

" Dur i ng t he furthor cours .... of th~ conversation , 

the H~tch For 1.. ign Vinistcr spok~ vbout the ccononic 

und t he food s1.tu1.1 tion . Althmigh i t is poss i bl 1..• 

tl:n t indi vtdu:il food i t i..ms :> re t cmporar ily s ea "C 1.. , 

y...:t h"" could "'~port thut r \..· fn r dL .. ss of' ho·t1 J.ong 

th~ v1ar l :ts ts no food a ifficulti1.. s wonld D!'ist.. in 

Gcrr. .. ny . Gc.rma:i~ has •. nouch spac l.. to prodt· c c. in 

of th~ wur. 

11 
In r e t a rd to r av1 ma t ..... riols, t~ , r e ::tr(. cor ­

t ain tottl cncckf. , as sl1own by t~ ·- '':tW rubber n·:­

got iF. tions with J~!)~ n . Fund:incntally, howc.,1 .. r, ono 

nust say h~rc ~~ well t~n t s~riou s d&npcr to t )c. 

R~ich is compl tt1.. l y out of t ho cu .... stion. Th 3 

i r""~ t ""xt ""nt th:1 t G .~rm~n .... conorny would proc ..... od to 

r .... conversion . Th.:.. G : rrn.:rn mnr.n.mi ti on s tockoil ~ .. is 

so fl'll thAt not th e. s11 n·1t i:.st shortQf•- woul.c aris~. 

for ;: .... a rs . Th,.rcfor ..... , dvrine t h e· n.:xt months, f). 

rr ~a t r oconv8rs~ on pr ocLss would ~ ~ carriLd out 

i n the •..: conony , end t he mo in oovH .. r of thc: Gt::crian 

wnr pot Lntial woul d b~ us ed for th~ production of 

- ------·----
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su bm~ ~in~ s and n Jrnl ~ n ·s . Sine ~ th~ G ~rrnan army 

with th0 oossiblo Lxccotion of ~ussin , pr ~ cticolly 

hns no mor e oppon-nts on th~ continent, a hiph ncr­

c cmt ,1 ro::: of the G1..rrmn !"r oduct iv ... capnci t, , c~ n b v 

U!H .. d for thes "' two v11..al)ons . 

"Jn summr.ry, t lio Reich For ~i f,n Hinist ,,r strt£..d 

that tho wa r has nlrcndy b ee n won for t~e axis 

without dovbt . In any cnst , it ca n by no means be 

') lost Any more . It is only a qu .:.. stion of t1Me until 

10 ..!:ngland will ndrn it h'.'lvjng lost th " wnr . Vlhcn 
11 

l 2 

16 

L7 

13 

l? 

2 l 

22 

23 

2'1 

this will happen , h0 can nAturally not pr edic t . 

This tima und <=r certain circumst:.1nc(,,,s could , howc·v (.r, 

occur v .... ry C'Ui.ckl y . It depends on thr cvc.nts of 

th e; next three or f m·r months . I-:ow ,=:ver, th \:.rc is 

the gr aet cst probab11ity that En[lcnd will capit -

ulat~ in the cours e of this yccr. 

"In this conne:ction , t he Rei ch ?orc tgn 1~in -

j stcr s poke about /iJneric:l . No doubt exists t hat 

t ~e 3ntlish woul d ~ ve given up the W! r e lonr time 

ngo if P. OOS_;V..!:LT h~d not riven CJPJp c ur1r., new hope. 

There is precise and clour infornetion obout this 

in Germany fro~ Snr l and . It i s hard to sey what 

H00[2V_.T,T ult1.mu t 1... l y h r: s jn viaw. It is not cl E:nr 

wh£thcr he w~nts to ent er t h~ war or not . It is 

only c~rt~ in tha t the armament os sist~nc c promised 
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to Englcnd , cannot be pr0duc ::d out of thin air. 

It will t ake a lony time until this help will actu-

ally become cff c.ctivc. But oven then, the quost1on 

of qunlity will b ~ very problomuticnl , sspccicl1y 

in tho d~liv~ry of airplPnos . The individu~l mo -

acls become o'l: sol ct c v<.ry rcpidl~· during pr e.sent 

c~vclopmcnts . Improv~monts on C.Grmnn models ar c 

made from Llonth to month on th ~ brsis of daily com­

b:i t exp er ienccs, and it is doubtft,1 , l hethcr a 

country , r <-Jl'lot c from the: war , c:.n produc~ tht) hifh ­

cs t quality in nirplonc.s . In nny cnsc , what ~v .. n• 

GGrman fly~rs hove met so f ar of Am ...:ric.:-. n rr.achines , 

t hey designated a s ' old junk '. Th€r ~for 0 , he (the 

fl \: ich For 1.; ign Ministc.r ) b ... 11c.ves tho t a v.:.:ry con-

s i dc.rnbl c t im€ would ~c ss before. the Amert can h~.lp 

for ~npland could even ta~0 affect . G~rman~ in any 

C3$c. , also in th ~ 1nt~rc~t of her ~1l i0s ~nd fri ends 

is striving to finish th~ w~r ~s quic~ly PS possible. 

"The Tri - Pcrtitc Pnct hus followed r:?::inly the 

::i im of fright<::ning Amcricn froM contlnuing on the 

cours e taken, ~na to k •.=;t:p her out of wrr . This 

iocl is ~bsol~t ~ly cl ~ar end ~pproprictc . Further­

more , t he Tri-Pcrtite Pe et is to s ~rv~ to s ~cur e 

thG cooperation of the sign~t ori as in tho new order, 

in c:isc of G-::rmnny c1nd Itcly in ;.:.urope.; , and tn the 

-
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cns c of Japnn in E~st Asia , for the futur e . The 

Ma in 0n~my mot in th~ ostnblishmcnt of the new or­

d ""r, is Enel~rnd . She: is :f n tho some: mannor thv 

4 en my of Japan os sh <... is tho enemy of the axis 
I 

5 
1 

pov:'-'rs . America must bo pr ovonted by oll means 

6 , f r om cntt.ring the w~1r 0ctivcly or fr om h'-lping 
I 

1 ~nelcnd too nctivul y. 

s 1 
11 !!: .X~Mininf th._ poss i bilitL .. s which exist for 

10 

lJ 

12 

13 

1() 

17 

18 I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2-1 

25 

f urther cooporo. tion he;twucn G(;r mnny c.md Japan , the 

qu ~stions arose again and aga in during convcrsntions 

with the Fu\. hr er wheth0r i n vi c,\1 of the now order, 

tha t is the dlJf oct of Eng) and which is n'3c cssary 

for t he ""stublishmE:ln t of the new ord er, un active 

porticipRtion of Japan in th(; war would not be use ­

ful . The Fu<...hr er hus thought nbout this question in 

d ct~ il, and h'-' b ~lievcs tha t it octunlly would be 

ver y advantageous if Japan would nrrivc nt the de-

c i sion to participate nctively in the war aga inst 

Engl and, ns soon ns possibl e . Ge:r many bel i eves that 

for instance an a ttnck against Singapore in the near 

futur e would b-.: a V..Jry decisive f :',.ctor for a r apid 

ov~rthrow of England. Ho (tho Reich For eign Min­

ister) bulicvcs it would be possibl o to work fr om 

ther t much mor e clos el y with Japan in the maritime 

nnd other fi elds . It is a1so certain that the 

---- - · 
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s vi?.u.ro o.r Sint:.nporo would bo n very s erious blow 

2 to Engl and. This is esp~cially of importance in 

3 view of the alr eady r a ther bod moral stat o of tho 

4 ~r itish Isl vs. Ho also bcliovos that the s eizure 

s of S ingapor c would perhaps be most appropriate to 

6 h .:1... p America out of the war b -:.cause the United 

7 Stntcs could har dl y risk s ending her Navy into 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

J ooancs c wat ers . If Japan t oday would succeed in 

a war aea inst England with a docisivc. blow , such a s 

a ttAck on S ingaporc , ROOSEVELT woul d be in a very 

difficult position. Practica lly it is difficul t 

for him to att empt anyt hing agn inst Japan. I f ho 

wer e t o do it unyhow ond declar e war on Japan, then 

ho must r cnl i z0 thnt for instance the solution of 

t he qu0stion of the Philippines would t ake pl ace in 

nccord with J npant s e 1nt c.ntions . This would mean a 
17 

s 1.r ious loss of pr 0st igc for th e! President so that 
18 

19 
he would probabl y t hink about an action against Jo -

20 
pnn for a long time . 

11 
On the other hnnd , J apan , by the conquest of 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Sir~gapor c would be put in a position to oper a t e in 

nn vntircl y diffGrent m~nner than until now, since 

she will. th~n h~vc the nhsolut ely dominating position 

in ~a st Asin. Thus G0rmnny b L.li eves t hat , if Japan 

c ~n decide on such ~n action, this would mean the 
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solutiou of th1.. Gc:>rdi-in Knot in E'lst Asia . 

11 In summ~ry, the. Reich For oign Minister sta t ed 

th'lt in cnse of an ~ction by Jop~n in this direction , 

tl-10 war ngt' inst English tonnago can b e waged with 

much gr cni c.r force in East Asia as well, that by 

th".. couragcoun step of Jopun , America will probably 

be.. 1<" r t out of tho \'hlr, thut J apan can s ecure her 

posit ion in E~st Asio from which , :iccording to Ger ­

mon opinion , she cannot refr ain in the long run in 

th e. now order of thu Gr c~t cr East Asio Arca . In 

t his connection, a numb c..r of other questions will 

ccrt ninly ar is e for tho discns sion of which he 

would b -.. av.'.li l nblc a t any tim0. 

" In conclusion , th o Ru ich Fore ign Minister 

stntcd th~t th0 Tri-Pnrtitc Pact could do justice 

in th~ best nwnn c.r to its true i d cu , that is, to 

l' r cvcnt the s pread of the W'lr or in other words the 

; ntr y of t he Unitod Stutes into t hu war, in that the 

pnrtics to t he tr 0at y conclunu ut t he proper time 

mutual agr eements for t he fi nnl suppression of Eng­

l and in :lddition to the present assuranc Gs . In this 

m:uml:r , the s pirit of t he poet can b e proven by deed 

i n the most emphatic rnunnor by all pnrticipants . 

" At t his rnorn0nt , tho R cich For oign Minister 

wns call ed to the Doich Ch~nc0ll cry. Contrary to 
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his oriein-il nssumption th.rt t it would only be a 

question of a br10f nbs0ncc , tho conferences wcr o 

orol oneed for n lonrcr tim~ so that the convcrsn­

t ions with MATSUOK/t wore not continued any more 

b c., for v br c.1kf~ st . 

11 
In connection , th .:: br ~:kf:i st provcdod on the 

JH' 0f r ·uu took plnc ... in the smnJ l est circle, at fir st 

in th'"' ~bs cnc l of the n, ich Foreign Minist er, who 

only app~nr ad l a t er . 

" Berlin 31 March 1941 

" S igncd : SCl lMIDT . 11 

-----. -------· 
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I will now read exhibit No . 579. 

"Notes on the conv0rsat1.on between the German 

Foreign r~inister and the Japanese Foreign Uinister, 

J'.'.TSUOKA' on 28 r.Iarch 1941. 

"The German Foreign Minister expressed his 

satisfaction at being able to speak with Matsuoka a 

second time . The Fuehrer \IOUld have like to express 

his attitude to the questions at hand more fully, 

tut was much occupied for the time be~ng with the 

developments in Yugoslavia . The details, however , 

were not so important . T~1e essential part was the 

question of' possibil1t£:s and prospects of closer co­

operation between Japan and Germany, that is, con~ 

cerning the transition from the passive to the active 

cooperation of Japan in the common task. The Germans 

had heard with great satisfaction how spiritedly Mat­

suoka was proceeding on this matter . It was actu­

ally the best opportunity that had ever been granted 

/Japan/ to achieve her objectives , and it would be 

better to make use of this opportunity before it 

slipped a·.'lay. The Tri par ti te Pact was one of the most 

important agreements and it formed the basis of re­

lations be t ween Japan and Germany for centuries . 

There were no clashes of interest . 

"The situation was such that a new order 

• i 
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t could only be establish~d if Great Britatn were 

2 utterly defeated. 'I'his was true in even grea t er 

.~ measure f or Japan than for Germany , which al read~' 

·1 di"'niinutcc the European continent and which would 

5 within this year draw into her dominion t he Medi-

6 t~rranean area and Africa , insofar as she had in-
7 tercsts . Germany would then have all she needed. 

s She did n ot seek · .• •orld dominat ion as Rposevel t had 

9 falsely a s serted . The Fuehrer wanted to ge t the 

10 ·:1ar over with as soon as pos ::: ible 1n order to turn 
1

1 bac k to his task of construction. The goal which 
12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

LS 

19 

~o 

21 

22 

23 

>.4 

25 

he had assi gned himself , namely, to assure the 

!1eich the utmost security , had reolly fl lready been 

achieved . 

"In contrast , t he new order in the Great­

er Eas t Asia sphere could only be achieved if Japan 

a lso contr olled the south. For this , however , the 

capture of Singapore was essential . 

"Re~arding.Russi<' , the German Foreign 

?~ini ster declared that t he r· ermans did not know 

how things v1oul d develop in this direct) on . I t 

was possible that Russia rnt ght take the wronf course , 

a lthough he r eall1 didn 't expect this of Stalin. 

No one could know. At any rate Germany VJould i.n­

stantly str i ke if Russia undertook anything ag~i_n_s_t~~-

.. 
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Japan and v1ould thereby covor Japan ' s rear with 

respect to ~ussia. In this fashion the first of 
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thr misr ivings of tho Japanose statesmen, and espec­

ial 1.y of the Japanes~ army, reported by Ambassador 

Ott , \mllid be set at r est by the help of the Ger­

mon army . The second misgiving , which the Japanese 

Navy in particular ~ad expres .... ed 11ith regard to 

the Fnglish Rome Fleet and the English t~diterranean 

Fleet, he (the German Foreign Minister ) could answer 

by sayi ng that both t hese J~nrlish fleets would be con­

contained by Germany within European and !'ed i t erra­

nean waters . Finally the Japanese anxiety re~arding 

America had been expressed . The United States, how­

ever , would not risk her fleet aeainst Japan , and she 

would not send it out far ther than the Hawaiian Is-

lands. A great Japanese success at Singapor e would , 

on the contrary, strenrthen Amer ican neutrality. 

Roosevelt would then hesitate t o undertake anything 

at all imprudent. 

"Although he (the Cerman Fore i gn Mini ster) 

thorouehly understood the situation in Ja pan , which 

Matsuoka had i l lustrated by his tale of the tifer and 

her young, yet he must allude again to the fact that 

two of the strongest countries in tho world, who are 

possessed of a youthful, powerful , and fearless 
----- ------· 
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spirit, had be~n ~rQntco by Providance an opportunity 

that perhaps recurs only once in a thousand years . 

Germany ' s great opportunity lies in h~r Fuehrer , 

•:
1hose co- v10rkc1 s are merely implements to carry out 

his will . Se (the German Foreipn Minister) had 

ag,in and again explained to the En,lish and French 

Ambassadors th&t thc:y must never fall into the error 

of comparin? the ~crmany of Today with the Germany 

of 1914 and 1918. 

"Even then the Reich had stood up for four 

years agninst a world of enemies , And only throuph 

i ts disunity and its inne r weaknes s had it lost the 

war . Now, however, it wn s unified and had thereby 

d0uble streny.th, Vlhich, throur,h the highly r ifted 

leadership of Adolf Hitler , ~ould be redoubled so 

thut henceforth Germany rraust be rcgarr~ed as having 

f our times !1er strength in the / ::'irst/ ~;/orld Viar . 

The ambassadors had throrm this warning to t he 

\'/inds . Howeve r t hese predictions had been fulfilled 

and ther e gas nothing ln the world which would stop 

Germany and Italy from rulinp absolutely the Euro­

pean-Afric~n hemisph€r cs . I f such an opportunity 

should pre sent itself to J apan under such circum­

stances , she must consider these thin3s very care-

fully and not l e t the opportunity slip from her 
-----

., 
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grasp . 

"To be sure when tho pr esent v1ar would 

e~d , c ould not be prophosizcd wi t h certa inty , but 

t~1c- Gt? r man Fore i gn t-!i nistE::. r had tho f eeling that 

perhaps Enrlnnd might collapse sooner than was gen­

erally cxpe c toe . I f the Engi.ish wer e to beg sudd­

enly f or peace , it woulci be most de sirable if Ger­

many and Japan wer e able together to de t e r mine that 

pnace . 

"'l'hc C.e r r.ian For eir1n !~inistc r then spoke of 

his far.1~. ly t:-ad i t ions , wh ich had a l ways been pro­

J apanest. .. !i0r cover he had alrca t1y in 1934 ha d an 

impor t .~mt talk \'!i tl the Fuehrer on German-Japanese 

collabor ation . The Fuuhrer' s hi gh r espec t f or Japan 

hnd begun vii th the. nusso··J apanr sc· war . Now the most 

i mportant t hing \m s not to lrt sl i p t he j oint oppor-

tur~ity \".'hic!1 of f er ed i ';~:~l" in 19ll l . 

"Hatsuoka r cJ. ·. 1\;ci that re was of the same 

opinion. H~ too hol i cvcd 0n the basis of r eason and 

intui tion th& t 1 01~.1 would app~ar t n history as a 

d':! cisivt. yc~r . In it the erca t es t tragedy, the coll­

apse oi' the Bri ti ~!: Empire , would ta lw place . He 

f elt that the Ge r rr.an n~ tion in T'urope and the Japan­

e se nat ion in t he r ar Fast acted . almos t under a 

d ivine order to break up t he Briti sh Empire and to 

., 
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1 estal.>lish a Nc11 Ordc. r . 

2 "Ma tsuoka then askod what attitude Germany 

3 would as sume towar d the United States if England 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

L5 

16 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

VJf.r·. brouP.'ht to her knees in summc r , but America 

nor e not as ytt a t uar . 

"The rcr man Fore i gn Minis t er answer ed that 

this dcpen<lcd on th€ att i tud13 of the Unite:d States 

herself. Of course , the pos sib111.ty of an occu­

pation of the British Is.1.c s rc:qui.rod a good-\.'Joather 

period , anc ~h0 British mi pht pr.sstb; y try to set 

11 ~'-l cs~~1Ka thcr oupc11 111r-d -:; hj s que stion more 

spe d fl·:: t n the. fo1_l(·\11l"11
1 1.:£:7•; !f Bn;l:.md wer e beat­

en to the gr-o•md, :be · 7ii.'..t.,:i ~ 1.~to:~ would not , in 

hl s opinion 7 ~o 0:1 ·n ...... ;, . . ,~, ~lP, -.,,:.- •. B! itish Empire . 

c a ·1r• d-3 1 m111~.:: b -:- ·· ~ ... ·· ~ ; r .,f:; ·':' ,~ ~!:) ar.ncxed. Vlould 

Germc.iny, t.:..."':.~· :.- ·~ .. ·~L ... :;c :--. · .·1.•.f.:f1 r·o:> ., leave the United 

St:'. ~.e s ~::i.u; ·.: rr··:- ('c. ~ ·:.1' : ·) ~~. i ..: n I11r.ister r eplied 

thi.~ w1 t:1 ::;·t;:.s·:;;.=::Jcn <ino t:w r :.:.mark tha t one had to 

r 0nson · •i t!1 i~hc A.;1;:l o · ·C:Ax c •S as a wholE> ; i f we did 

not succcod in convcrtinr America to our ideas , a 

NEiw Orckr could not bu c: stabl i shcd. The German 
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Forc. i gn ~tnis tc r repli ed, tha t each would exercise 

c ontrol in hi s own spher e . Germany r1ould do this , 

<\ tor e ther \'I i th I taly , in the European- African spher e , 

·1 t he Uni t c.d State s would have to lim1 t herself to 

5 1 
the American continent, c:.nd the Far East would be 

6 r e served for Japan. As r e gards Russia , she would 

7 I 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 
I 

15 

have to be wa tched closely anrl r evolutionary pro-

paganda \1ould n ot be pLrmi ttcd on El ny account . In 

tho futur~ only the aforementioned t hr ee spheres of 

intc.r~st ~ould r omnin us prcat centers of ~owcr . 

The Br itish Empire nonld disappenr . 11 

I will omit the ~ntiro next parayraph. 

( Continuing : ) 

"Hatsuolrn furthermore talk€ld of the long­

t e rm comme rc ial treaty , r•hich would be concluded 

16 with Rus s ia. He then put before the G0rman Foreign 

17 Paniste:r the question, if I.e. should on his return 

is trip step over a little longer in Foscow, to ne g-

19 I otiatc with the: Russians re:gar d ing tha Non-Agre ssion 

20 I Pact or the Noutrali ty Pact . Herc he emphasized 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

";hat immed i a t e adrrd.s 3ion of P.ussia to the Tripartit e 

Pact 1:ould ncv0r be allowed by t he. Japane se people . 

It \'1ouJ.d on the contrary c ause one cry of ind i gnation 

to aris& throughout J apan. The German Foreign Minis­

t~ r r eplied that s uch an accos s ion of Russ ia to th0 
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pact 'i:ls out of tl c. qm stion nnd ~ugg(;~ tcd to Mat­

suoka , if at all possible , not to touch on t ho aforc­

r t.ntioncd questions in Moncow, os i t nas not apt to 

f it quite into the framework of the present situation. 

"Upon o f urther rerr1ark by r~a tsuoka , tha t 

tho c0nclusion of ~ fishing and of D com~crcial 

a~rccm~nt \rould improve the atmosphere be tween Russia 

end ..Tapan , the Ge r mon Forc i un T11n1s t cr r €pli cd that 

there ncrc no o'bicct i ons to the concl usion of snch 

purely comme rcicl treatie s . In this connection , 

Matsuoka further mLntioncd that America was closely 

watching Japonc so - Russi an !'0l nt ions and for he r part 

was tryinr t o conclude nn ugro~mont rJ ith Russia 

apoinst J~pen. 

"Matsuoka thc:n agein came to spc~k of 

Sinrnporc . The Japan0sc \K r c not worried about the 

British n~vy . HowLv0r , there we r e Japanese c i rcle s 

i;1hich lookr;d \•:i th grcC!t misgivings upon a confl ict · 

Vlith America , as they pr0sumod that in such a case 

it 1 ·ould r.icnn a fi vc- to-t(.n y1: ~ r war with the Uni t e>d 

States . Re i mmcdia t 0ly admitted th~t America would 

not stake her f l ee t in a war nga inst Japan , but for 

th~t very r eason these Jupanc sc circles were wor ried 

bfJ causc tmdcr th'?sc circumstances the ·:mr v1ould l ast 

for y;.)ars . 'J'hc Ger man Forc:if"n i'li nistr r replied that 

·~--------------------=~ ...... ---~ 
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in his opinion f'oos<::volt Hou.la ncvLr let it come to 

n wnr, as he. was fully nvmrc. of the. impossibiJ i t y 

or vn c dvnncc Against Japan. Jo.pan for her part , 

could , honcvc r , occupy the Ph111ppine s and thus dco.l 

a seve re blow to ~ooscve:l t ' s prestige. If Japan con­

quc rcd Singapor~ , the gr ea t e r p~r t of the world wo1Qd 

thus be unccr the control of the T~ipartit~ Pact · 

powc rs anyway --nd America would find hers l"'lf in nn 

isolated position . 

"Matsuoka Pa s pc rs orn~ lly stronp>J.y in favor 

of the German Forcir.n f•!inistc r' s line of thou~ht . 

If Japan did not run tho ri!k connected ,.., ith · the: 

conquering of Singapore., it \'Jas his opinion tha t she 

would become a third-rate po\'IC r . Tl:c..r~r ore , in any 

cnsc , the blou would hcvc to be dcnlt ono day . I f 

he succvcdcd a t the some time in keeping the Uni t ed 

Stutes quie t for six mon ths , all difficulti e s would 

be overcome . A nation ~hich hcsit~tcd in a matter 

of sµch fund ament al n.". tionol importance would only 

prove that it lnck~d tho most important charnctcr-

istic, the capability of decision. 

"Berlin, 31 r~arch 1941." 
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I will now road exhibit 580. 

"REPORT OF TFB CC' j·'VEP.SATl C'N BETl"EFr! TF£ REI CP. lll Nl STER 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS (RJ.H) AND TPF. JAPANESE FORF.!Gn 
Jf.Irf!ST'l4.R J4ATStTOK/~ IN BEBLIN on 20 UARCH 1 941. 

"The RAH resumo0 the l')roco~inp convcrsl'tion 

~ with MJ.TSU0KA ~bout the latter ' s imnondinp t alks w1 tr 

< tre Russ1Dns in Moscow, wh cr" they hl'd left off . He 

' expressed tt c 09inion tt~ rt it wm1ld l')r obrbly be be.st , 

~ in vi"w of trc wrol (> si t11rt1on, not to crrry tr<: dis­

~ cussions ~1th th ~ FussiAns too frr. He did net kno~ 

10 row t.hc si tur ti on would <level oo . One thing , however, 

11 we.s certr1n, namely tl"'e.t Germrny WO' ll d strike immedi-

12 ctely, should Russir ever ottrck Jt:nrn. Po w~s r eedy 

13 to eive ?·~ATSU0KA this positive rssur cncc , so thrt Jnpt.n 

14 conld push forwrrn to ttio South on SII~GAPORE , without 

15 f oe r of nossiblc comolicl'tions wi t h Russi :- . The l:-rg-

16 o st port of tr e G0rmf'n ormy \'It's Anywr:y on the EA stern 

17 fronti ers of the Reich nnd fully nroryr r cd to opon 

10 the ott~ck ot nny ti~e . H<' (the RAin tio,·,•cvcr bc-

19 licvcd, th~ t Russi<' ,..,onl d try to llVo1 d dcvelo')":('nts 
"O I .. lle:-c' jng towe r . Srou.ld Gor'i~ny however enter into n 

21 onflict ~i tl; Rnssir., trc tTS~R wonld be finished off 

:2 ·•ithin n fev1 montrs. In tris erse, Jcpon v1culd hcvc , 
-- ~ 
.__, f cot: "Sn even lose re~ son to be l"fr~i c~ th?.n ever, if 

: 4 the , wv.nt~; to l'dVPn~c on Singe !Jor e . Conseq't.ently , she 
25 ccd not r efr nin from such nn undertr.kin~ be cause of 
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1 nogsiblo fer rs of Russir ." 

~ I ui 11 omit the nnxt l')Or ogro ph . 

3 (Continu1ngs) 

< '' Nnxt, the RAM turned cgcin to the Si~go-

= oor c question. In vie." 0f tho fecrs ex".>rcssed by 

< trc Jno~ncsc of ryossiblc a tt~cks by subm~rinas b~sed 

i on ttc PBILI P.'INES rnd of th"' intervention of the 

' ... British T ~<'di t errrnoEln rnd }tome fl eets, he h::d t'lgoln 

~ diSC'USSCd the si tn:'ti on r:i th C.ENERl.L-AD!~RAL Rl•EDER. 

ic The l otter h~d stated thr t tho British Nvvy during 

11 this ye-- r v1onld ht"vo its }'lonr1s so full in tho English 

12 hC'me w:-ters ::ind in tre P'.odi t c rr:-nonn thr. t it would 

13 n ot be nbl c to send oven l' singl e sr i9 to tlie Fnr 

1~ E~st . Generr l - /dnirr.l RlEDEP hl'n described the U.S. 

15 submcrin~s os so brd , t~r t Jcoc n nc&d not bother 

16 ~bout them nt oll . 

17 111.!ATSUOKA r eplied i l'l\r.iedirtely thct the 

10 J rorne:se Nnvy hcd r very low estimrtc of the thront 

19 from tho British Novy; it also held tho view thot in 

:o co se of Cl closh with the. hmericrn Ncvy 1 t would be 

:1 nblo to smDsh the l nttcr without trouble . It wos 

:2 ~frr id, however, th~ t the /.moriccns vrould not toke 

:J un tho bottle with t~cir fleet; thus the conflict 

:~- with the Uni tcd Stctc s might oorh~ps be droggod out 

Z5 f ive yenrs . Thjs nossibility caused c onsider~ble 

-\ 
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2 

worry in Jopen . I 
"The RAJ~ r eplied thot Americn could not I 

do r1 nything agoinst Jooon in the case of the co ~ture 

1, of Si 11gcpor e . Perhops for this r eoson alone, ROOSE-

VELT would think twice bef ore deciding on active 

< measures ~goinst Jnpan . For while, on one hend , he 

, c o·tld not ccl:ieve onythi ng ~ga1nst Jonnn, on the other 

' .. hond , ther e ~n s t he probcbility of l osing the Philip-

9 pines to Jancn; for the Pmericon President , of course, 

10 tris would meon a considoreble loss of orestige end, 

11 be cruse of i ncdequcte r earmcmont, ho would hevo 

12 notring to offset such c loss . 

13 "In this connection , MATSUOKA pointed out, 

14 he w~s doing over yt hing t o r onssur e tho English about 

15 Sing~pore . He <' cted rs if Japan had no intention at 

16 

17 

oll rcgr.rding this key oositi on of Engl~nd in tho E~st . 

Therefore it migrt be possibl e thBt his attitude to-

13 \'.'~ rd the British would c.ppocr to be friendly i n words 

19 end in ccts . Hovrever Gcr mnny should not be deceived 

21 

25 

by tlrnt. He ~ ssumed t hj,s ntti t ude , not only in order 

to reas~1re t he British, but nlso in order to fool 

the or o-British l'nd Pro-Americnn elements until one 

dc.y he ~.rould suddenly onen the nttEick on Singapor e . 

"The RAM declr r ed that, in his opinion , 

Jarrnn' s dec1 ::; r~ tion of wor on Enp.l and should toke 

-1 
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the form of en ntteck on Singoporo . 

"In th1 s connc ct i on, t:A'l'STJ OY~ stnted, his 

t r ctics wore b~ sn.d en tt.e cert~in ~ ssumption thot the 

sudden l'ttrcl· c:ec1.nst Singapore would unite the entire 

J P p~ncsc n:1 tion with one blow. ( 'tlothinf? succeeds 

1:1 kQ s11ccoss, ' tho RAH rcm~rkcd.) He followed here 

tl:e €.x cimµlo cf thc- words of a f omons Jcrycnese stotcs­

nrn, nGr r esscd to tr0 Je~~nt se N~vy nt the outbreak 

c·f tho Rl.1sso-J~.':>rnesc ''1cr: ' You 0pen fire, then 

the n~tjon will bo united . ' The JPnancsc noed to 

b Cl shnkcn un tc nr1Pkon. I>. ft er nll, ft s en Oriental, 

h n believ~d in f r" t e wl· icr wo1·J d CC'me , whether you 

wonted it or not . 

11 L:--tcr on, the discussion turned t o tho . 
quc~ti on of the trc ns ,ortc tion of rubber. The RAH 

n skcd Ht-TSUOKk to sec. v·h~ t t.}Je !')Ossi bili ty wr s of 

tr~ns~ortetion by c.ne or t wo J ep:nese euxilicry 

cruisers to Li s~on or to Fronce. 

1111/~TSUOKh. r eplied thf t, immedi r. t cly "fter 

t h.: s t eps t~ken by Ambf' ssodor Ott in connection w1 th 

the rubber question, ho hC1d intercoded in f r-vor of 

Ja 'l)~ n delivering cc rtt.i n qunnti tics to Gc.rmany from 

h er ovm rubb~r stocks, end lnto r on mckinP. up the 

r esulting deficit in rubber frcm Indo-Ch:1no .. 

"The R.".M po:1 ntcd out i n this connection 
---- ___ I 
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th ri t cominunicr tic-n vir Sibcrinn r oilv1ay v1C's 1nsuf­

f1c1 t nt cn0 that, moreover, 18,000 tons of Franch 

r i1b1>' r from Indo-Chj no ·.0 ould be delivered to Jopan 

thr< ·1Jf l" Gcr~:ln intervention. H£- here r skcd abc-ut the 

sizn 0f nuxil i ary crui~crs n0ssibly t c be used for 

the trrns110rtl'tion c-f the rubber . MATSPOKA , who 

strted th:t he wrs not ~recisoly i"formed, csti~~ted 

the size of 10,000 tons. 

''Thon the RAf,i, roforrinK to the discussion 

• 

wi tr Re'\. cl' ~Unis tcr Funk , turned the conversation to 

tho fub1rc tr~de rcl~tionshjn ~ctwoan Jepen end Germany. 

Ho emplifj ed h0. t~' ido~ thrt trede betTicen the big 

economic ~ron s of the future , 1. o ., r.urC"pe and Africa 

on one hnnd ond tto Ft> r test on the other, must devel­

op on e c o~ne rr tivcly fre~ bC'sis, wher eas the American 

Hemispher e , at cny rote r s frr ~s the United Ste. t cs 

w0s concerned, would rcmcin s elf-sufficient, vs she 

r c- d evcrvthing th~t ~he needed in her own territory, 

Dnd , thcrcfr.rc , did nl-t como into question in connec­

ticn with exchongcs with other cecn0m1.c erea s. In 

S0uth /mcrica , ho•rev('r, th:\.ngs wor e different . Her c 

exchange po~c;ib111ti€s with oth0r economic ~reas 

r ctuA JJ y presented thomsclves . 

"M!.TSTJOI~A r erJ 1cd th~t. she needed. cooper a .. 

tion vd t h Germ~ny for her f"lwn r econstruction rnd for 
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1 t h<: developme nt o(' Chino . He had r.lready some time 

2 r p o l'i vcn wri tton 1 nstrnctions to the Jnnoncse missions 

3 i >' Cl 1 nn to p:r~ nt pr cf e r cnti.lJ. treatment to Gorman and 

~ I t r li<' n c. ccncm:1 c tntc r osts , simila r t o what was al-

5 r N'dy cf' rricd out i n flanchukuo And North China . J a pan 
G 
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\'T:' s nrt in :' :Josi tiC'n t c de. vclop tho extcnsi vc orcc s 

in Chi no '''i thout the l" s s j str nco of Gormon t echnical 

science :-nd Germon ente r prise. Olltwardly she will , 

of CC':Jrsc , dC":c l :-rc tho open door nolicy, in Elctual 

fact, h m•1cvcr , sh.: wiJ 1 concodo pr c>f t> rentiol treat­

ment t o Gc rm~ny nnd I t a J y . 

"He mu s t mcr ccvcr :>dmit openly that Japan­

oso busine ss circl~ s f cc r cd their Germen c cmryetitors, 

vrhc·m they c onsidered os very comnet ent, whereas they 

1·1cr 0 C'nly amused ~ t British rnd hmcric<-n coml')cti tors. 

G orm~n business circlc> s r nd much the s f.l mc opinion 

obout the J c:t '.?E>n~se , ''.' hich r os itl t erl in complcints from 

both sides . He wr s, however, of the opinion tha t the 

intor c·sts of both sides co·1l d be brought into ha rmony 

~ nd t cld J~ nnn~ sc jndustry not t o be ~freid of German 

c ompcttti0n but r nther to otte:mi;>t t o s olve the ryroblom 

by equnl cff:i.cj.oncy . In nny Cl"sc , tho Jl'poncsc 

Gover nment would d0 ovcrythine in orde r to equalize 

the interests of bot h sides. 

"Foll owing this, ~·~l~TSUOKA agvin turned the 
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c<'nvcrsr ti0n t o Jrn: ncso-Russirn r clcticns . Ho 

,Jointed out tht't he hnd ""r onosod n Ncm-1.ggression 

p:- ct t ("\ trc R1issicns, t :-- wrich l~olotov hnd r e plied 

/, 1 ·1th ~· nr onosrl C'f t' nei\tr :-11 ty rgrcemcnt . Thora-

5 fcrL~ , d1\r1nr, hi s str y in :"Dscm1, ho Must r.dont the 

6 ~ttitud~ 0f h~vine ho n the one to mt.kc the original 

7 ncn-rgercs~inn nr onoscl . Ee r lso wcnt cd t o t akE this 

c on'lcrt 1mi ty tc try tC' ind\1CO the: R·1ssinns t o fore go 

9 thL Nrrthc rn hr lf of the Snkhnlicn Pcninsulc . 

t () Thcr<:. '.'TCr C; imnortont oil r <. s c11rcc s ther e, , <.gninst 

11 the cx r.>l oi t r'ti 0n cf v1hich t he Rus sirns wer e m~king 

12 c r ncci vr ble d:i.ff icPJ ty. ;::- tsnokr c sti"'lr>tc-d the totr- 1 

13 mrxi Mum qucnt ity which c0uld be cbtcined fr cm these 

I , • . ) 
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ci l r c s <'urcc s rt 2 million t 0ns . He \\'Ould make en 

0ffcr t r the Rnssinns t c rcqui r r North Sokhrilicn by 

p11rchr sc . 

"T 0 :' questi cn by the· RI.I! "'hcthcr the 

Russicns '.·10uld be '1ro pr r cd t C' se:l l these t e r r itorie s, 

?!t.':'SUOK! r e pli ed thr- t this wr s highly d0ubtful , 

fiol C"tov r.:-d .;s~<cd trc Jr!Jr ncsc 11nb~ ssrdor , 0n ri sug-

e t st icn tc t~is effect , whct~cr ' t his wrs sunn0sed 

t o be r joke . ' Jrn~n wcs in r ny c rse or c pcrod t o 

mr 1< c cths r <'P,recm~,nts rs tht cqnj vrl e:nt of thr:: Por ts ­

mcuth r-nd Peki ng Tr cr. ti E; s onn ~ Js 0 t o giv(') ury her 

fishing rights . In r'ny c:- so hG would hcvu t 0 t~ke 

! 
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up tJ'lc sc nrttors l'nd, obovo 011 , tho q,1esti on of 

t~c N0n-Pggrc ss1cn Poet during his stny ot Moscow. 

P< :- s~od tho R'1M whe; ther ho should dea l with the so 

qu0::: ti rms very deoply C'r only just t ouch on them. 

"The Fhf4. r epli ed thet ho wr s r.-f the <'Pinon 

thnt th0se "'.)01nts vrc. t.ld be dorlt v1.th only in n nuroly 

f ~rmrl v·ny Dnd V!C'Uld nf't he gone into deeply. The 

qnc. stion ncmti '"'ncd by J:.t~TDUOK/. r c·gr. rding Sakholicn 

c<nld be settled even lrtr r . ShC'uld t he russil'ns 

f ollo\•: r. stunid policy ~nd compol Gorml'ny t o strike , 

ho would, in view <'f the t cm"e r of the Jl'p ::>nesc Army 

in Chinv , c cnsid€r it rig~t if this onmy were prevent­

ed frrm octing n~ninst Russin . JClp~n w~s helping 

tho j cint 1sr,uc be~t if she did not Pllow hersel f t o 

be di V<1rted by anythinr frc·m the f! Ction against Singa ­

pore . Vlith o j oint victory, the fulfilment cf the 

of0r omcnti0ned dosir es wouJd in nny crse fall into 

t ho l~p of Jroon e.s c ri n0 fruit t c a large extent . 

"MATSUOKt. then introduced the subject of 

Germ£?n Eissistl'nce in the blow llroinst Singapore , n 

fUbj -ct wh~ch hcd bePn bronchcd t o him froquentl y t 

r- nd mcnti cmcd tho oroposol of ~ Garmen written premise 

of ossistr.nce . 

"The R.11~ r oplied 'thl't he had nl r endy dis­

cussed these gu esti t'ns v·i th I mbr. sscdcr OSHIMA . Ho 

-1 
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hvd ~sked him tc nrocure mnps of Singvpcre in order 

th"t tho FliEHRRR - whc probl'bly must be cC'nsidered 

H·c f r or t est cxpc:rt 0n mili tnry quosticns ot tho 

p1•c,sc...1 t till1c - c 011 ld £'dv1 s€' Jel')~n on the best meth0d 

of ott cck ng~inst Singnpcre. Germon experts on 

6 ccri ol Y!"' rfcr c , t oC' 1 V/C'.luld bo r. t her dispcsvl; they 

7 c <mld drow uo e r epC'r t, br s od r-n their Eu.r ooelln ex-

" ,. pcricncQs , f e r ttc Jo~enesc rn the use of dive­

hombcrs fr cm ?.ir f i e lds in the vicinity og~inst the 

1' British f l eet i n S1ng~por~ . Thus the British fleet 

• 1 
J -

l) 

11 

1). 

LG 

17 

I ~ 

would be forced to di sl'poe!' r fr "m Si ngr.pore i mr:edi:ate-

l y . 

"IiATSUOK/. renorked thrt Jnp~n wes less con­

ce rned with the British fleet thon with the crpture 

cf t he fortificnticns . 

"The RJ.J: r eol ied thct here , t oo , the 

FTJLHRER bed developed new methods f 0r the Germen 

~ ttc cks ~n strcngly fortified positions , such a s the 

19 Hl'ginot Line c-nd Fort Eben Et!leel , \•1hich he could 

::o 

21 

21 

mr.ke cv~ilvble t o the J~pnnese . 

"UJ:..TSUOK/. r eplied in this c onnection thet 

scne cf the y r ungor , expert J rpcnes e NBval officer s, 

who ~.1ere cl c·s c fri ends 0f his , were of the opi ni on 

th~ t the Jc. pr- nese ncvt.l forc es would need three 

mont hs until they cc- 1 ~ld ca ptnre Singe p0re . As a 

i---~------------------------------------------~~-1.~ 
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cnutious For eign Mi ni s t er, he hod doubledthis esti-

111v t e . He believocl he conld stf' ve off ony donger which 

thrnrtcned from Jmer icE' f or six months. If, however, 

t r r c· :ptnre of Sj ngr por e r equired still more t11J1e ond 

i f t ho opcr nticns even drogged out for o yerr, the 

s i t un t i en w1 t h r~mericv would become extremely cri ti-

c r l :'lnd he did nC't knC'w as yet how t o meet it . 

"If nt ell nvoidcble , he would not t ouch 

t he Net horlvnds Eost Indios, since he was ofroid that 

i n t he event of ~ J apanese ottrck on this or eo the 

oilfi~lds wculd be set on f jre . They could be brought 

into cper nti t n r pr1 n only ~fter 1 or 2 years. 

"The RAM ~dd cd thct Jnpan would g£i in de­

cj s i v~ c0ntrol over t he Netherlands East Indies 

simultnneously with the c l'pturc of Singa pore. 

"M:~TSUOK/. then fut'thE~r montiC'ned that the 

desirr f or nirb:-- sos 111 Fronch I ndo-Chi no und Thoi­

l cnd had be~n divulgod by Jnp~ne sc officer circles. 

He hcd, however, denied this, as he in no vmy wished 

t o undertake onythine which co11l d in t:' ny WCly dis-

cl osn J~nenese intentions reg~rding Singa pore. 

"Finnlly tho RAM cnce more revertod to 

the question of Ger many ' s hel p t o Jnoon. Perheps 

sometPing could be dona ~ lso her€. Ja pan had, how­

ever, t o bcrr in mind tha t , i n t r is w~r, the 
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hcavit..st l>urdcn wcs r C>stinr on Gc r•mny• s shoulder~~ 
'l'l'1E· R<.>ich '''"' s fi ghtinp t'gl'inst the British Isles 4 

!' P •l '''rs t yi ng up tho British Hoditorrrneon Fleot . 

I. .,Tr.~i~ r · , c-n the. C"trc.. r hond, vms fighting cnly on the 

: surfr ce . A port fr om thr t, Russin ' s moin weight lny 

< 0n the E•1ropcl.1 n side . Those fncts the gnllont Japan-

j 

, ... 

IC 

11 

12 

13 

1'1 

1~ 

16 

17 

l C 

19 

<.. sc Nn tion wc-uJ.d c ertr inly t .. ckncw:ledgo . 

" IJATSUOKi. fj nolly ogrcPd t o this point 

c-f vi c.w end gnvc en ."ssur :'nco thr.t J opcn would ol-

\'1t:'. ys be a l C'yol ri lly "'h<' \!C'Uld devote herself en-

t 1roly, c-nd not just in o lukownrm woy, t o the 

j oint eff ort . 

(B erlin . 31 Morch 1941.) 11 
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I will now r ead exhib1 t No. ~81: 

11RPport of the discussion bet\9een Reichs-

marschall Goering and the Japanese Foreign Minister 

I:!atsuoka in the presence of Ambassador Ott at Karin-

hall on 29th J!arch 1941. 

"ReichsJ11arschall Goering first of all 

expres s~d his satisfaction at being able to greet at 

his country r esidence the man who had successfully 

acted ns a strong r epresentative of his country in 

cooper ation between the Japanese and German nations. 

As Re ichsmarschall, he was able to t ell him that co­

operation bctvmen the Japanose and the German States 

was popular not only in tho nation it$elf but above 

all among the German Army, the Navy and particularly 

the Air Force . This strong and consciously positive 

attitude to tho alliance with Japan has its roots 

mo~eover in the r ecognition, which tho great military 

tradittons of Japan as well as the sense of sacrifice 

ancl the r ead:J.ness for action of the Japanese people, 

found in Germany. 

"Matsuoka expressed his sincer e thanks that 

the R~1chsmarschall, despite the heavy claims made 

upon him, had· found time to r eceive the Japanese 

For~ign Min i ster a t his country seat. Already the 

journey through the big forests had been for him 
' 

- 1 
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(lla tsuoka ) one of the fin~st cxpcrienc ~s of the 

2 . j ourney he had so far made . Tha fc~lings of r espect 

3 for Japan of which th0 Reichsmarschall had just 
4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

spokon •.?er e fully recinrocated by Germany's Japanese 

allies . Japan moreover was prepared to fulfil wholly 

and entirely the obligations of hor alliance , even 

in the Via r, and was thus conscious of fighting not 

only for the allied countries but fo r the whole of 
humanity. 

"In the further course of the discussion, 
the Reichsmarschall ment i onP;d tha t na turally all 

experiences which Ger many had made during the course 

of the war would be made available to the allied 

Japanese Armed Forces. This was particularly important 

in the domain of the Air Force , which had acquired a 

nPw t echnique and new t actics, without being able in 

this connection t o r ef er back to earlier examples. 

It was important to apply those experiences rightly 

so as to al wnys r emain fit for fighting and to avoid 

unnocessary losses. These experiences were partic­

ularly :tnmortant in connoction ·.vith a category of the 

a ircraft wh1~h was actually developed only in Germany, 

namely the dive -bomber. These could r end er narticularly 

valuable service to Japan in the conquest of fortifica­

tions. 

-' 
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"If Japan ·vould march towards her destiny 

a s a Great Power in the Far Eust, s he would, like 

al l politictans who desired to acni eve great aims, 

only nttain her fi nal gonl by battle. These aims had 

already been very clearly discussed, so that he (the 

Reichsmarschall) could confine hi mself to stating 

that Ger many would give Japan he r shar e of help by 

nl ncing at the disposal of her Ally her pr evious 

exp~riences, as i n the past so in the future. 

"Ma tsuoka r eplied tha t he did not need to 

, t ell the Rcichsmarschall how very much German assist­

ance in this f ield had been valued in Japan so far 

and would be valued in the future . He was expressing 

the sincer e thanks for this, in the name of his o\Vn 

Government, to thP, Reichsmarschall, the German 

Government and the German Armed Forces, that Germany 

made nva ilabl~ , in such a magnani111ous way, the r esults 

of her experiences which had been obta ined with much 

secri f i ce of personnel ond mat erial. The great 

assis t ance which Germany had given in this way would 

be of inestimable value to his country if she f ollowed 

the call of destiny of which tho Reichsmarschall had 

23 s poken. J:inan would thus fulfil the duties incumbent 

21 upon her within tho fram ework of the alliance in their 
25 entirety. 

-



1 

., 
• 

5 

'1 

5 

6 

7 

~ 
,.. 
u 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-

I 

- 6, 536 

"In addition t he Reichsmarschall spoke in 

hi s capacity as the highest r~spons 1ble economic 

authority of Germany and as Hoad of the Four Year 

Pl , n , on the auestion of crude rubber. Each day on 

which Gorn.any could r eceive these deliveries earlier 

nnd every incr eased quantity she could r eceive wer e 

of t he utmost importance . Without fa iling to r ealize 

the dif ficulties which J~pan her self had , he (the 

Reichsmar schall) would, however, be gra t eful if the 

increased quantities whi ch had been agr eed upon would 

soon actually mat erialize . ~oreover, sea transnorta­

tion had to be mutually consider ed in the event of 

difficulties in the Russian ar ea and communications 

via the Si berian railway being no longer in oper ation. 

"The quantity of crude rubber which Germany 

n~ed ed was compar a t i vely small in r el ation to its 

-popul at i on , as the rubber wa s only r equired as an 

admixture f or the manufacture of the synthetic rubber 

Buna . 

"Ma t suoka replied that he wished to do 

ev~rything within hi s power to meet German wishes in 

t hi s mat ter. Ambassador Ott had already pr eviously 

r nised t hi s qu0s t i on and he (ffatsuoka ) had immedia t ely 

r ecogni zed its ur~cncy and imnortance and had t aken the 

necessary steps t o has t en the solution of the quest~on. 



J He had a~ked the comnctent authorities to make 

~ available immcdigtely a part of Japan's own rubber 

5 stocks so as not to have to wait first for the 

~ quantitt0s oxnected from Indo-China. He did not 

~ know how the matter stood at the moment as he was 

G not the Minister responstble for these matters. He 

I 
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7 had only forwarded an ureent r equest to the canpetcnt 

~ C Department. He had also alrendy thoroughly considered 

9 the question of sea communicntions. From a long term 

10 point of view, Germany ~nd Japan could naturally not 

11 r emain dependent upon the r :. ilway communications 

12 through Siberia. 

11 

15 

16 

"Berlin, 31 March 1941 

"(signed) Schmidt." 

I will now r ead exhibit No. ~82a 

"Notes on the ConvcrsAtton between the 

~ 17 Fuehrer and the Japanese Foreign Minister MA~SUOKA 

13 

19 

:'O 

2 1 

22 

23 

25 

in the presence of tho Reich Foreign ?'inister and the 

Stnte Minister Meissner in Berlin on 4 April 1941. 

- - -
"At first MATSUOKA thanked the Fuehrer for 

the presents hand ed to h1.m in the latter's name which 

he would al ways consider a permanent treasure, and 

honor as s constant souvenir of his stay in Berlin. 

At the same time he expressed his gratitude for the 

., 
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i fri endly recent ion ••ihich he had r ecei vcd in Germany 

2 from the Fuehrer, the Reich Foreign Ministry and ot 

3 the entire German people. ls long as he lives he 

4 HOuld n~vor forget the friendliness shown him here 

5 from all sides. Upon his r~ turn to Japan he would 

6 endeavor with all his powers to convince the Japanese 

7 p(lople of thP. fact tha t the l atter are trea t ed by the 
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German people with honest fri<1ndl1ncss nnd r espect. 

"MAXSUOKA then al so exprPssed thP. r equest, 

that the Fuehrer instruct the propor authorities in 

Ger~any to mBet as generously as nossible the wishes 

of the J apanese P~ilitary Commission. Japan was in 

need of German help , p~rticularly concerning U-boat 

warfare, which could bl3 given by making available to 

them the l ates t experinnces of the war as well as the 

ln t~s t t echnical imnrovements and inventions. Japan 

would do her utmost to avoid a war with the United 

St~tes. In case the country should decide to attack 

Singapore, thP Japnnese navy, of course, had to be 

pr~p~r~d for a struggle with the Un1ted States, 

because in t hat c~se America probably would side with 

Great Britain . He (MATSUOKA) personally believed, 

that the United Stntes could be r es trained by d1nlo­

mntic efforts from en t ering the war on the side of 

Great Brita in. Army and Navy had, however , to count 

------------------- -- - - -- -
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on thA worst s ituation, that is w:f th war against 

America. They were of the op:fn1on that such a war 

l'!"Ulc1 extend for five years or longer and would 

6, 5'39 

take the form of guerilla warfare and would be fought 

out in the Pacific and the South Sea . For this reason 

the G~rman experiences in her guerilla warfare are 

of the greatest value to Japan. It is a question 

of how such a war would best be conducted and how 

all the technical improvements of submarines, in 

all details such as pertscopes and the like, could 

best be exploited by Japan. 

"To sum up, MATSUOKA r equested that the 

Fuehrer see to it that the proper German authorities 

place at the disposal of tho Japanese those develop­

ments and inventions concerning navy and army, which 

were needed by the Japanese. 

"The Fuehrer promised this and pointed out 

that Germany too considered a conflict with the 

United States undesirable , but tha t it had already 

made allowances fo r such a contingency. In Germany 

one was of the opinion that America's contributions 

depend ed upon the possibilities of transportation, 

and t hat this aeain is conditioned by the available 

tonnage . Germany 's war against tonnage, however, 

- "'I 
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1 moans a decisive weakening not merely of England, 

2 but also America. Garmany hos made her preparations 

?· so that no American could land in Europe. She would 

If conduct a most energetic fight against America with 

5 her U-boats and her Luttwatre, and due to her superior 

6 experience, which 'NOUld still have to be acquir~d by 

7 

8 

the United St ates, she would be vastly super1or, and 

that quite anart from the f act that the German 

? I soldiers naturally rank high above the American. 

10 "In the further course of the discussion 

11 the Fuehrer emphasized, that Germany on her nart would 

L2 immediately draw the consequences, if Japan should 

t 5 get involved with the United States. It did not 

1.1 matter wj th whom the United States would first get 

15 involved whether w~th Ge rmany or vi th Japan. It 

L6 would always try to eliminate one country at a time, 

11 not to come to an unders t anding with the other 

18 conntry subsequently, but to 11 qui.date this one just 

19 the same. Therefore Germany would strike, as already 

20 mentioned, without delay in case of a conflict between 

21 Japan and America, because the strength of the tri-

22 partite powers lies in their joint action. Their 

23 weakness would be 1f thny would let themselves be 

24 beaten individually. 

25 "MATSUOKA once again repeated bis request, 

I 
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that the Fuehrer piv~ the nocessarv instructions, in 

order that thP proper German aut horities place at 

the disposal of the Japanese the latest i~provements 

and inventions, which are of inter est to them. Be­

cause t he Japanese navy had to prepar~ immediat ely 

for a conflict with the United States. 

"As regards Japanese-American rPlationship, 

MATSUOKA erolained f urthAr that he has always declared 

in his country, that sooner or later a war with tho 

United States would be unavoidable , if Japan continu..,d 

to drift along as at present. In his opinion this 

conflict would happen r ather sooner than later. His 

argumentation went on, why should Japan, therefore, 

not strike dec1.sively th(\ right moment and take the 

risk u~on herself of a fight against America? Just 

this way would she perhaps avoid a war for generations, 

particularly if sh0 gained predominance in the South 

Seas. Ther e ar e , to be sure , in Japan many v1ho 

hesitat e to follow those trends of thought. MATSUOKA 

was cons ider ed in t hose circles a dangerous man with 

dangerous thoughts. Ho , however, stated, that, if 

Japan continued to go along her present path, one 

day she would have to fight anyway and that this 

would then be und er l ess favorable circumstances 

I than at present . 
·---------' 
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"Th<' Fuehrer r eplied that he could well 

understand r!ATSUOKA•s position, becau~c he hims~lt 

was in similar situations (the cloaring of the Rhine­

land, daclaration of military sover eignity). Ho too 

was of thE' op1n1.on that he had to exploit favora ble 

conrlitions and accept thP risk of an unavoidable 

fight at a time he himsolf wa s stjll young and full 

8 of vigor. How right he ·•1as in hi s a tt1 tude was 

9 !'roven by events. Europe was now fr ee . He would 

10 not h~sita te a momPnt to r~ply instantly to any 

It extension of thQ war, be it by Russia , be :tt by 

12 America. Providence favored those who will not l e t 
13 
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dangers come to t horn, but who will bravely face them . 

"MATSUOKA r eplied, that the United States 

or rather their ruling statesmen had r ecently still 

attempt~d a last maneuver against Japan, by declaring 

that America would not fight Japan on account of 

China or the South Seas provided that Japan gave 

fr ef? passage to the cons1.gnm\1nt rubber and tin to 

America to their place of destination. However , 

America would vmr a gainst J:ipan the moment sh~ f elt 

that Japan enter ed the war with the intention of 

assisting in the d0struction of Great Britain. Such 

an ar gumP.ntat1on na turally did not miss its effect 

upon the Japanese , because of the education /oriented/ 

.. 
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on Engl tsh l inr s which m~ny hnd r ocai vcd. 
11 Th0 Fuehrer co1T1rn cmt~d on th is, to tho 

eff ect that t hi s attitude of America meant only 

t ha t tho Unit ed Stat es hnd the hope , t hat, a s long 

a s t he Brit ish '1/orld Empire Pxisted t hey one day 

could advance a~a inst Japan tof ct her with Gr eat 

Britain wher c3s , in case of t he collapse of t he 

·11orld Empire , they ·voul d be totally i sola t ed and 

could not do anything aga inst Japan. 

6' 5'43 

"The Reich Foreign f.~inistor inter jected 

that tho fmo ricans nr ecisoly und or all circumstances 

v1anted to ma intain the pos ition of power of Engl and 

in East As ia, but t hat on tho othor hand it i s proved 

by th is attitude , to what extent she f ears a joint 

action of Japan and Germany. 

"MATSUOKA continued that it s eemed to him 

of i mportance to give to t he Fuehrer an absolutely 

clear picture of the re~l at t itude inside Ja pan. 

For this r eason hP al so had to inform him r egret­

f ully of tho fact tha t he (UATSUOKA) in his capacity 

as Japanese Mi ni s t er for For eign Af fa irs could not 

utter in Japan itself n singl e word of all tha t he 

had expounded befor e the Fuohrer and the Reich Foreign 

Mi nis t er r egarding his pl ans . This would cause him 

ser i ous dpmnge in political and f inancia l circles. 
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Once before , he hnd commtttcd the mistake , before he 

becam~ J apanese Minister tor Foreign attairs, t elling 

n close fri end something about his intentions. It 

sQems t ha t the l a tter had spread these things and 

thus brought about all sorts or rumors which he as 

Foreign Minister h3d t o opposo onerget1cnlly, though 

as a rule he al ways t ells the truth. Under these 

circumstances he also could not indicat e , how soon 

he could rPport on tho qu~st1ons discussed to the 

J apanesa Premier or to the Emperor. He would have 

to s tudy Pxactly and carefully in the first place 

the development in J apan, so a s to m~ke his decision 

at a favorable moment, to make a claar breast ot 

his intrinsic plans t owards Prince KONOYB and the 

Emperor. Then the decisi.on would have to be made 

~!thin a few days, because tho plans would otherwise 

be spoiled by t alk. 

18 "S>iould he , MATSUOKA , t a il to carry out 

19 hi! intentions, tha t would be proof that he is lack-

20 1ng in influence , in power of conviction, and in 

21 tactical capabilities. However, should he succeed, 

22 it would prove that he had gr~at influence in Japan. 

23 He himself f elt confident that he would succeed. 

24 °0n his r e turn, being questioned, he would 

25 indeed admit to the Emperor, the Premier and the 

----- _, 
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Mini~ t~rs of the Navy and the Army, that Singapore 1 
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21 
3 

had been discussed; he would, however, stnte that it 

wa s only on a hypothetical basis. 
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"Besides this, MATSUOKA made the express 

r equPst that nothing be cabled in the matter of 

Singapore because he had r eason to f ear that by 

cabling something might l eak out . If necessary he 

would s end a courier. 

"The Fuehrer agreod and assured for the 

r est, that he could depend canplc t ely on German 

r eticence . 

" MATSUOKA r eplied he believed indeed in 

German r eticence, but unfortunatoly could not say 

the same of Japan. 

"The discussion was t erminated after the 

exchange of some personal parting words . 

"Berlin, the 4th of April, 

1941. 
11 Signed: SCHMIDT." 

I w1.ll r ead exhibit No. 5'83: 
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"Notes on the taJ.k between the Reich Foreign 

Minister and the Japanese Foreign Minister UATSUOKA 

in Berlin on 5th April 1941. 

"The Reich Foreign Minister first expressed 

6 ,546 

t he hope that MATSUOKA's visit the first ever paid 

by a Japanese Foreign Hinister to Germany -- would 

have a. good yeneral effect. f 'ATSUOKA had been thor­

ourhly informed of the German point of view. He 

would certainly have gained the 1Mpress ion that 

Germany was full of vitality and absolutely certain 

of her victory. The Re ich Foreign lUnister expressed 

the hope that their Japanese friends would deduce 

the inferences of this clearly recognized situation 

and thus participate in our victory. 

"~;ATSUOKA r eplied that he had been more 

than rewarded f or his long journey to Europe by 

yetting into personal touch with the German and Italian 

statesmen. "!hat he had seen 1n CerMa~y and Italy 

had far exceeded hi s expec tations. It was r eally 

hard for him to take his departure. 

"Although he had had no doubt about it before, 

he was now thoroughly convinced after his journey 

to Germany and Italy that these two countries were 

united and would always r emain so. 

"MATSUOKA then spoke of the general high 

- i 
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1 morcle in Germany, r eferring to the happy faces 

2 ho hed seen everywhere amonr the workers during his 

3 recent visit to the Borsig "1orks. He expressed his 

< reyret that developments in Japan had not as yet 

6 '5'47 

~ advenced as f ar as in Germany and that 1n his country 

c the intellectuals still exercised considerable 

i influence. 
, ... 
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11The Reich Foreign J!inister replied that a t 

best e nation which had realized its every ambition 

could aff ord the luxury of intell ectuals, most of 

whom are parasites anyhow. A nation , however, which 

has to fi?ht for a place in the sun must part with 

t Pem. The intellectuals ruined France; in Germany 

they ha~ already started their pernicious activities, 

when National Socielism put a stop to these doings. 

They will surely be the cause of the rlownf all of 

Britain, which is to be expected with certainty. 

" In 1mswer to a remark by MATSUOKA that 

Japan wr.s now ~wekening and , according to the Jape.nese 

chPr octer, would t ake action quickly aft er the previous 

l engthy deliber etions, the Reich Foreign J'inister 

of the Rhineland , with the procle.mation of sover e ignty 

-
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of crmcment, rnd nith the resi~nntion from the League 

of Nctions. 

"In ansner to r. question by MATSUOKA regerding 

the Fuehrer 1 s intentions concnrning the smaller 

States , the Reich Foreign Uinister replied that the 

smPller St:- tes r10uld be incorporeted in the European 

vihole; they would hcwe the:! r independence and Vlould 

undoubtedly live more heppily under the New Order 

the.n formerly. Greot Britain, ho\1ever , would never 

A'ain be allowed to meddle in the affairs of the small 

Stl!tes, whilst the letter would never be allowed to 

teke pert in eny military ~llionce against GerMe.ny. 

They would be absolut9ly independent, it is true , 

~nd even allowed to meintvin smoll a rmies end police 

forces , but the ir protection and their general 

polii:-y in the sP.nse of the European continent would 

be looked after by Germany. 

"In this connection JJ.ATSUOKA repeeted the 

explRnr tions he had already given the Reich ~inister 

of Economics as regnrds the cause of the present 

difficulties . He attributed them to the clash between 

old treditions ond the conditions of livin~ brought 

ebout by modern inventions . One of the basic mist~kes 

of Versailles vt>s to increrse the number of European 

states, whereas they should have been decreased in 

-1 
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-----
I conscouence of t he nev conditions of life ceused by 

2 t he devel opment of t echnique . The grant problem wn s 

51 t o coordinat e conditions cre3t od by modern inventions 

; ~d 01 1 tr~d itions, but t~kin~ car e to le~ve a certain 

~ pl ey for ol d trPditions. 

< "The Reich Forei,n ~inis ter r eplied thet the 

i nm" Ger men Reich would Actually be built upon the 
I 

s basis of t he r.ncient trad itions of the Holy RomBn 

$' J Thlpir c of the Ger mr.n ~'l" tion, Y1hich 1n its time \".'f! S 

10 t he only r uling pm·:er on the European Continent. 

11 

1 

"In conclusion the Reich Forei gn ~inister 

12 once nga in swmArized t he points he wc>nted l!ATSUOKA 
I 

b to t eke back to Jepan with qim from his tripa 

14 1 "1) Germcny hod already won the w&r. By the 
1 ~ j end of t his year the world would Rlso r ealize this. 

16 JUso imp.l end r1ould heve t o concede it, if it hed not 
17 

elready collapsed bef or e then, and America would also 
I 

18 have to r esign herself to this f eet. 
19 

"2) Ther e r.re r e no conflicting inter ests 
20 

bet v1een J apan r.nd Germcny. The future of both countries 
21 I coul d be r egulet ed in the long run on the basis that 
22 

Jepan should predominat e in the Far F.ast, Italy and 
23 

Germany in Europe and Africa. 

"3) 1"hat ever mirht happen, Germany would 
25 

win the vmr. But it would hasten victory if Japan 
------------ --· 
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·.1ould enter tho war. Such rn entry into the war wns 

undoubtedly nore in the interest of J~pan than that 

of Germany, for it offered P unique opportunity which 

· onld h: rdly ever r ecur f or the fulfilment of the 

nPtional objectives of Jppan, e chance which would 

Mnke it posstble for her to pl ay e real ly lead ing 

role in Eas t ern t sie. . 

"I.ATSHOKA r epl i ed thet he himself could only 

r epeat thct he hrd lony been of the opinion that 

every netion ues offered r n opportu.nity only once in 

P thousl'nd yeers . Jnpan was confronting such en 

opportunity and she ··;ould hPve t o e.ssume the risk 

connected '?ith it . She would have to ect decisively 

Pt the right moment in order t o t oke e.dvant age of this 

unique opportunity. 

"In adrition he e.sked about the Fuehrer 1s 

intentions e.s to the conclusion of peace. ''!ould e 

~ener~l peece conference t Pke place or did Germany 

intend 1to negotiate peace t er ms with each of her 

opponents seperately? 

"The Reich Foreign Itlnister replied that he 
I 

did not knou enythinp ~bout that. The whole matter 

appePred t o him to depend upon the manner in which 

Gr ea t Britain collcpsed. In ~ny case , there could be 

no question of anything but a pec ce by capitulation, 

_, 



2 

3 

4 

if n ner1 British rovernm<mt crme into being. 

"To thet f'ATSUOKA r emarked that that ne~nt 

t'1cre cnuld be no peace based on compromise . 
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•:He them r eques t ed the Reich Foreign Minister 

5 
1 

to ns~tst on his pprt tho Tripartite Peet Commissions, 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

end especinlly the Economic Commission in which he 

(T1PTSUOKA) w~s chie f l y i nt er ested . 

"The 'Reich Fore i gn Minister took the occasion 

to s tress the f~ ct thPt the military sub-commissions 

were no special institutions; thoy hRd to be subject 

in all matters to thn Cht0f Com!nission. 

"ViATSUOKA t hen edded thP.t the Japanese officer s 

r1ho r.ier o Gt present i.n Ger many Har e very pleased 

indeed with tho asslst~nce they had r eceived from the 

German officials . He thanked the Re tch Fore ign 

Min'ls t er for this P.ttitudc of the Gerr.lan ~uthorities . 

"Lnte:r , l!ATSUOKA spoke about the conference 

of the JapP.nese heads of missions in Europe, which he 

h~o cPlled to Berlin. Unfortunately the ambassador 

to London had not appear ed , owing to difficulties 

in fiyin~ ; he certPinly would have brought some 

inter est inf news. ;rnTSUOKh emphasized t.,at he had 

told the J apanese diplom~ts they would suffer no 

disedventa,cs if they ner e aea inst the conclusion 

of n Pact of AlliFncc , provided they ~e:re so before 

----------

-1 
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Jrpnn adhered . Now thnt a decision hnd been made he 

·1:ould un'1esitetinf'lY recall eny Japanese diplomet v.·ho 

did not work loyelly with the new policy and co-operate 

t0 t~e closest extent vith tho German and Italian 

Representatives . 

"Furthermore , he had t old them they must be 

prepered for some critical moments which were close 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

u 

16 

et hand . Japen WEls f pce to fe.ce with a serious 

situP.tion. 

"The Reich Foreign Minister replied thet there 

heCI Plso been diplomats in Gormeny who had tnken c. 

different attitude to certein questions . It \Jes 

in f P.ct charecteristic of grent times that they were 

not understood by m~ny. 

"Directlv after t li is interview 1--L\TSUOKA 

17 ~cs handed a telkie-film apparatus es a present , end 

18 a luncheon- pnrty wrs held amon~ e small circle of 

19 people . 

20 "Berlin, 7th April 1941 . 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

11 
( s if.'ned) SCF?!IDT" 
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The Tribunal ' s attention ts invited to 

prosecution document 225, a basic document which is 

1n ~vi~~nce as exhibit No . 45. It is th~ neutrality 

~ let b0cwecn tho Un1on of Soviet Socialist Republics 

and Japan and was concluded on April 13, 1941, in the 

course of Foreign Minister MATSUOKA's r eturn trip 

from Germany to Japan. As it is desired at this 

point only to show the f~ct of the conclusion of such 

a treaty, I will not read it. 

I now offer in ev1dence prosecution document 

No . 4056-A . This ts a t elegram from Boltze of the 

Staff of the German Embassy in Tokyo, dated April 14 , 

1941. No speclfic por~on is tndicated as ad~ressee . 

I t was found in the files of thP. German foreign office. 

It ts offered for thP purpose of showing that the 

conclusion of this n~utrality pact was the completion 

of another step in the Japanese plan of military 

aggression in the South, and in particular the plan 

for the advance on Singapore. 

THE PRESIDENT: You may read it a~ter the 

recess . ~e will r ecess for fifteen minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 1443, a r ecess was 

taken unt il 1500, aft er which the proce€d1ngs ..... · 

wer e r esumed as follows : ) 
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M~?.ShAL OF THE COURT: The International 

2 
I Military TribunDl for the Far East is now resumed. 

3 

4 

THE PRbSIDbNT: Mr. Hyde . 

MR. HYDE. Your Honor, I dic1n't hear a 

5 
I number assigned to the last document that I tendered 

I 
(. 

7 

8 

in evidence, document 4056-A. 

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms. 

CLERK OF Tiff. COURT: Prosecution's document 

No. 4056-A will receive exhibit No . 584. 

10 (V'hereupon , the above-mentioned 

11 document was marked urosecution 1s exhibit No. 

12 584 and received in evidence.) 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

MR . LYDE ~ I vd.11 read exh1.bit 584. 

(Reading): "Tel egram , (Secr et Cipher Process) 

Tokyo, 14 Aor i l 1941, received 14 /.pril 1941." 

I •111 omit reading the first full peragrnph, 

commencing at the second uaragraph: 

(Reading continued) : "Japan in particular 

l9 ex9ects substontial advantages for the termination ot 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the China conflict fro~ the Neutrality Pact. Even it, 

as the Vice Foreign Minister declared, the China 

problem had not been the subject of the Moscow nego­

tiatirins, in any case ChIANG KAI &hEK's hope or 

GVentua l warlike entanglements between Japan and 

Russia, which would have meant a substantial r elief 
I 

-' 
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for him, hav0 coma to n~ught with the conclusion of 
• 
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, thL cact . ~oreover , J npan bElievts th~t by calling 
2 

3 

'1 

5 

61 
7 I 
s l 

91 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

on t he nact she c a n ~c 'icve a ~rndual s oparation be­

t ·:ecn I:.os cow end Chunp.king . Furthermore , as a ll 

Ci I..I\G Kl.I ~nEK ' s suooort frol"I) the P.nglo-Saxon 

'OOWC:rs re. S l!:"T 0 r.1ora l then rra t c:rial signi ficonce' 

Japctn hopes thnt the ?~arshol, now after the conclusion 

of th€ ~act , will be r eJdy for the di ctation of a 

peace uhic h prost rve s J~panesc or es tigo . 

"ThE Vice Fore ign t:ini s t (:r f'11!'thcr declared 

t ha t the Nc.utrnl ity Pact would subs ta:1tially f acilitate 

J oot.n 1 s e:xnansion l')olicy i n tho South of tt e Great 

East l s ia &pher c and in ry~rticular ~a :ld facilit~te 

an cventuc l Jao fi ne se advance on Singa· ore . 

"The Vice Foreign Mi f'l istcr s; i d r egarding the 

r ca '. ization n r the Neutrality Pact t~t t the beginning 

of negoti ati ons brou p,ht consider able dlfficulti es as 

MOLOTOV hod hclc fast to t he or1r,inal T ussion demand 

19 by which J c:p3n, bef'"'r e t he conclusirm c ~ the oac t , 

20 s hould ~Ake ce rta in c0ncc~sions i n t te Eense of a 

21 r evision of the Treaty of Portsmouth . M '.'!'SUOKA ex-

22 pl a ined t i.a t :.E:· was neither r eE· dY nor omt owc:r ed for 

23 s uch crmcessions . In a ;:iersonal conver se"· ion with 

24 STJ.LIN, Ml.'I'SUOKA hrld f i nall y uccornnl ished ':hat Russia 

25 w~uld r enounce the conces sions and would d• clare hers elf 

-1 
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24 

25 

r eady r0r uncondi t i onal conclu sion of the nact. 

Thi s deci si on t ook nloco on 12 Apri l, t hat is, one 

d~y br forc the arranged dop r.rturo of l·~~TSUO!CA from 

~ioscow . In order to empow er f(J.TSUOKA ' s signing of 
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the nact in tire , the Primo Mi nister, without the 

oarticiodtion of the cabinet or Privy Council, eff ectod 

the Imperial sanction for the signature by im~~dio tc 

e.udioncc witl, TUlhO. ,_grccmcnt of the Cabinet ond 

Privy Council, wl1ich c('IUld not be doubted after t he 

Imporinl s Ancti on, will bo obtained b£fore the shortly 

eY.~ected r ot1fic r. t1on . Tho Vice For ei gn Minister 

emphasized thut it w3s unnrccedentod in J apanese 

~ istory tha t an agr~omont of such significance should 

be concluded wi t L:l n a few days . In t his connection, , 

Jc!~an has l e:rirnod much from t he 'lightning diplomacy• 

of Ger many. 11 

Signed "BOLTZE ." 

I 
I 

--. ----- ·-- ---------' 

- ~r-:::;:i:;y~--......-~=--~--------------------------~~--..... --_, ..... 
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MR. HYDE (Continuing): Your Honor , I desire 

to call attention to exhibit 577. On page 5 of that 

3 exhibit it is s igned, "Schmidt, Ambassador." Th~ word 

4 "Arnb:lssador" should read "Minister," so that it will -

5 THE PRESIDEN!': D04~ "ll1nistel41 apnear 1n the 

6 original? 

7 MR. HYDE: The word "Minister" appears 1n 

8 • the original. 

9 1 

10 I 526. 

I offer in evidenee prosecution's document 

This ia an important secret instruction to the 

11 Chief of the Supreme Headquarters of the German Army 

l 2 based on C:" report by the German Military Attache 1n 

13 Tokyo. It is dated 24 Hay 19. l. 

14 THE PRESIDENT : Admitted on the usual terms. 

L5 CLERK OF THE COURT : Prosecution 1 s 8oeumen1 

~ 16 No. 526 will receive exhibit No . 585. 

17 (Nh~reupon, the above-mentioned docu-

18 ment was marked prosecution's exhibit No. 585 
19 and received in evi6ence.) 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~IB . HYDE: I will r ead exhibit 585. (Reading): 

"SECRET INSTRUCTION, MOST IMPORTANT, ONLY 

BY HAND OF OFFICER . 24 May 41. Foreign Section/ De­

f ence/ Department for Foreign States, . ~o ba presented 

to the Chief of the Supreme Headquarters of the Army. 

"'rhe ?.iili tary Attache, Tokyo, reports with 

_, 
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i No. T47g or 23 Uay: 

2 "AKITA's answer regarding the handling or 

3 Japanese-u.s.A. relations in the press gave cause to 

4 the wish to hear OKAMOTO on the form of the Japanese 

5 opening of the war in case ot a war between the u. s . A. 
' 

6 nnd Germany. Instead ot a reception by OKAMOTO, visit 

7 by AKITA who stated: 

8 "1) In case the u. s. enter into the war 

9 Japan at once acknowledges casus f'oedoris. But will 

10 not yet start hostilities . Surprise attack on Singa-

11 

l 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

pore, Manila remains prepared." 

To the left of the paragraph I have just 

read the following appears: 

"To be presented to the Chief of the Foreign 

Section." 

(Reading continued) : 112) Possible war 

between USSR and Germany causes u. s. A. to enter 

into war. Therefore Japanese attitude remains as 

under 1) with additional preparations for a possible 

attack on Vladivostok and Blagovestchensk. 

"3) Conclusion of China conflict before 

new tasks for the Japanese Army is important. In 

the first place I emphasize that the Japanese 

~ck,n~~l~dgement of a casus f oederis requires 

strengthening through immediate opening or. hostilities.' 

., 
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1 To the l eft or the paragraph marked "3" 

2 npponr s the entry: 

3 

4 

6 

7 

s l 
9 

10 

I I 

12 

17 

18 

"Starr or air command Ic. Signed,Brueckner." 

The document is signed "SCHMIDT." 
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UR. HYDE (Continuing) a Prosecution' s document 
11 061-1~ , •.vhich i s R secre t memorun'd'Um from Woermann 

t." the Hei ch I'or c i gn t.i1n1stor da t ed 10 June 1941 , 

i s offc.• r cd ir. evidence to s how how f or the execution 

~r J ap3neso plans or a ggressive action in the Southern 

:cre~s had T)rogrC; ssed b · June , 1 ? 41 . 

THE PRC:CIDENT : A<W i t tod on the usual t erms. 

CLERK OF TlU-, COURT : Prosecution ' s doclh,ent 

No . 4061-A wi l l r £ce1vc exldbit No. 586. 

('''hf:r ounon, t ho above-mentioned 

docume nt wns markPd ">r osecution ' s e xhibit 

No . 586 ~nd r~ ccived in evidonce . ) 

flQ . HYDE: I will r ead 0xhibit 586 . 

(Rc..ading): "Berlin , 10 June l 041 . SECRET. 

"Mrbassndor OSHitiA deliver ed me today th.rough 

Embassy Secretar y KA£E t he wi sh to bo once again 

r ecei ved by the Reich For r ign Minis t er in t he near 

futurs . As t he ~ain topic of the conversation ho 

1")'1int ed '1Ut tl-1e f ollowing: 

" The J ap:.mese Governme nt , or a s he said 

co~racting himself, t he Jananese Army had the desire 

t o obt.aln bPses fnr the flee t and t he Navy in souther n 

Prcnch Ind o-China . KA3E add ed , he per sonally bel i eved 

t h:.it t his w:t s :~ cl"lll l d bo trac ed back t o the fact tha t 

the J apanese J~rmed Forces would like to c r eate for 
' 
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1 themselves a favorable stritogic position vis-a-vis 

2 SING.hPORE · Furthermore Ambassador OSHIMA would like 

3 to talk with tho Reich Foreign t~inistcr more generally 

4 nb<'ut tt e Gc.r man- Fr t.ncil and French-English relations . 

'> "Herew1 th nresontcd to the Reich Foreign 

6 Minister. 

7 "Signed 1''ocrmann." 

8 I r espectfully rEquost that the Tribunal take 

<> julicial notice of the histnricol event of Germany's 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

invasion of th~ 5oviet Union on 22 Juno 1941 based 

on this statement in "Evente Leading Up to \''orld War 

II" at page 285 which is as follows: 

"June 22, 1941, Germany invaded Russia . " 

THE PRESIDEtT: The Tribunnl takes judicial 

notice of that fact. 

tm . r.YDE~ Prosecution's document 4033-B, 

\'lhich is a t elegram from Ribbentron to Tokyo dated 

28 June 1941 is now off cred in evidence to shov; that 

s l"ortly nfter tr.c Germnn invasion of the Soviet Union 

von Ribbentrop made a strong apuenl for speedy Jopanese 

military action aga inst the Soviets before taking 

ac tion against Singaporo . 

ThE PR~SIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms . 

CLERK OF ThE C0UPT: Prosecution's document 

4033-B will r eceive exhihit No. 58?. 

. .., 
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1 (\''her eupon, the above-mentioned document 

z wrs ~erked prosecution ' s xhibit No . 5P7 Pnd 

3 r eceived in evidence . ) 

4 

., 
8 

10 

11 

12 

l& 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

MR . HYDE: I will r et'd exhibit No. 58? . 

"Tel egr em" merked "To be kept in locked file", 

"( Secret Ciph&r Proces s ) 

"Specir l Tr r i n, 28 Juno 1941." 

M ... rk<:d "Most Urgent l" 

It i s mP r ked "Di ploger J"llP 11 r nd "Cipher Puroru . " 

"No . 560 of 28 June , Tokyo. 

"Secret note for depertment herds . " 

To the l e.ft of the pt r r pr rph thr t I f'm r bout 

to r ePd PppeE r s the following : 

"Mr r ginl' l Note -- Forwr rded to Tokyo under 

No. 916, TELKO, 28 June 1941 , 2130 hours ." 

The t el rgr f'rn r ords : 

"I he.ve r erched r n rgr eement with .AmbPS!=;edor 

OSHHiA thr t he influence his govE)rnment in the 

direction of r speedy ~il itery ~ction c ~rinst Soviet 
10 

Russia , r nd I tsk you now to utilize on your pr rt 
21 

22 
ell the pocsibil ities t hat present themsel ves to in-

23 f l uence the rrovernment t her e r nd the other i nfluentir l 

24 circles in such r direction . In t hi s connection I r ~k 

2, you to Jl'lrke· use of t he foll owing points : 

"1 . ) Wr r bet ween Germr-ny r nd Soviet Russia 

1 
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{If her" upon, tt" t. arovt·-tl'entioned document 

w.'ls rr<:\rl\cd prosocut1 on ' s f.. Xhi bit No . 587 &nd 

r eceived in evidence.) 

~1R. HYDE I will r oad exhibit lio . 587. 

"Tolegrao" n:arkcd "To be kept in locked file", 

"(~ecret Cipher Process) 

"Special Tra ln > 28 June 1941." 

?forked "Host Ur gent !" 

It is rrarkod "Dinlogcrma" ond "Cipher Bureau ." 

"No . 560 of 28 Jun~ , Tokyo. 

"SE' crot note for donur tmcnt heads . 

To thG l Gft of tho paragraph that I am about 

tn road ar.rne nrs tho folloV11ng: 

"Marginal l\ot e -- For· ·a r ded to Tokyo under 

No . 916, TELKO, 28 June 1941, 2130 hnurs . 11 

The t c l egrcru r oods : 

"I ba.ve r l; ached an agr eement with Ambassador ~ 

OSHI MA tha t ~1c will inf l.uc nce his government in the 

oirection of a sn0cdy mil i tary action a ga inst Sovie t 

Russia, ane I a sk you now to utilize on your oart 

all the n0ssibi l iti c:s thnt nresent thc: i::1selves to in­

fluence the governme nt th0r c and the other influential 

circles i n such a direction . In this connection I nsk 

you to P1nke u se: of the following po.lnts : 

" l . ) V.' ar be t wc0n Gertr•any and Soviet Russi a 
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will ""Ot only bring wi th it the s"lution of more or 

l ess limited iro ividual nroblorns, but \'1ill bring as 

a consoqucno e a solution by fi nttl v13r of the Russian 

question in its entirety. 

"2 . ) The destruction of the Russian power, 

e xoect ed within a compar~ tivoly short time by our 

6,563 

mil l t~ry rr.ove wi l l a lso rr.nkc Garmany' s victory over 

England an irr0voc ablc f a ct. I f Gcrrr.any is in pos­

sessi on of the ~us si an oil wells ane prain fi€lds a 

s uffi ci ent supoly for tr.c whole of Europe will thereby 

be ensured so th:=·t the English block~<lc will on the 

whole be of nbsolu +.e ly no a voil . Tho direct land 

conroction with East Asia will likawisu be brought 

~bout on this occasion. 

11 3.) In this way all the preconditions aro 

given whic~- wi l l r ender oossiblu the New Order in the 

Euroot..cn sp nere as intended by th<:. Axis Pov1ers. 

"4 . ) For J apan also a uniliue chance is 

pr\ s ent ed by the present situation. As Germany does 

this f or Europe , so c an Japan now through a military 

action against Sovie t Russia create the pr~requisites 

for the New Or0er !)lannod by her in East Asia . Ji.fter 

th~ re~oval of ttc Soviet pow er in the Far East also , 

the solution of the Chinese question will b t achieved 

i n the way desired by Jap an vi i t hout running into any 
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10 

11 

12 
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14 
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20 

21 
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more difficulti\..s . 

"5. ) From the stcndl)oint of J apanese 

:J ntcr( sts , the i C:ea of a drive towarc!s the south in 

tt "- di r cc tion of Singapore is r.nd r emains also of 

~r t at i~~~rtanc( . As J apa n has rot ye t been prepared 

on this poi nt nnd a nossibili ty for such a drive has 

not yet been prc.sLntcd in the present ohase of the 

war , it li es in tha ur gent inti' r es t of J a!)on not 

to l Gavc unused this c hano o now offered to ter for 

sol7ing the Russian question in thL Felr East too. 

Thus she would bt:. l oft fr \.?e in th(;. r ear to make a 

drive tow3rds thu South . 

6,~64 

11 6. ) In view of the speedy course: of events 

to be expected, Japan should coJT1e to a decision re­

r,aJ'ding the iden of a military action against bOViet 

Fussia without t.C;s it:l tion . A Japoncsc ac tion age inst 

a Soviet Rus s ia alrnady beat en to the: ground would 

be quite pr e judici ~l to the ~oral and oolitical posi­

tion of Jap~n . 

" 7.) It cnn ther efor e be considered that 

22 th e swift overpower ing of Soviet Russia, especially if 

23 J aprn oar ticioatRs in it from the East, is the best 

24 mc-Rns t o convince the United States 0f the absol ute 

25 f0olis~ness of entering the: war on the side of Engl and, 

then cofllpletcly isolntGd and sot age.inst the mig.1t i es t 

~~~~~--~-----------------------~..-.-----------­. - ~ 

-, 



1 comb:tnntion in the ':orld • 11 

2 Si gned "RI BBENTROP. " 

3 

4 

5 

., 6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

0 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



·-· ...... 

6,~66 

l MR. HYDE (Continuing): I present prosecu-

2 tion's document 16?2, entitled, "Resolution Concern-

3 ing the Japanese-American Negotiations Adopted 

4 Through the Conferences in the Imperial Presence," 

5 fer introduction into evidence . This document con-
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sists of four resolutions, including the resolution 

adopted at the Imperial Conference of 2 July 1941. 
~ 

The document is presented to show that,with the 

Soviet Union involved in war with Germany, Japan 

grasped the opportunity inunodiately to execute her 

plan of military aggression in the South, which at 

all hazards she was determined to pursue. 

TliE PRE'3 IDENr : Admitted on the usual t erms. 

CLERK OF THE CX>URT: Prosecution's document 

No . 1652 will r eceive exhibit No. 588. 

(Whereupon, the above-mentioned docu­

ment was marked prosecution's exhibit No. 588 

and r eceived in evidence .) 

tm. HYDE: I will r ead the title of exhibit 

No . 588 , and then the resolution adopted on July 2, 

1941, which is marked 11 111 and commences about one­

third way down page 1, with the exception of one 

paragraph r elating to the German-Russian War, which 

matter will be dealt with in a later phase of the 

case. 
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(Rending) a "l. RESOLtrrION adopted through 

t ho Imperial confore:nces on July 2, 1941. 

"A summtlry or the Empire's POLICY nccord­

~ng tC' tl1e: ch~mges in the situation. 

"I. PRINCIPLE. 

"a. Regardless of any change in tt.e inter­

national situation, Jnpan will adhere to the nr1nc1-

ple of astablishinr, a •Greator East Asia Co-prosperitty 

9 Sphere,' and accordingly contribute to the establish-

10 mont of world-pencEl. 

u "b. Japan Ylill continue the disposition of 

12 the Chinese Incident, and will stop up the Southward 

13 advance in order t.o estnblish for herself' a basis tor 

14 solf-oxistenco and s£lf-dofense. The Northern prob-

1' l oms will be dealt with according to the changes in 

16 thE. situations. 

17 11 c. Jepon will remove all obstacles for 

18 the achievement of the foregoing purpose. 

19 "II. SUL1t\ARY. 

20 

21 

22 

. 23 

24 

25 

11 a. In order to hos ten the surrender of 

Chiang ' s fl ~gime, fUrther pressure through the Southern 

r egions will bo strengthened to the changes in the 

situations, we shall executo our rights of war aBainst 

the Chunking R~gime at tho proper time, and shall 

confiscate t he enemy concessirms in China. 



• 

•· 

2 

3 

4 

' ' 

6,568 

"b. F<'r the snke ot he;r self-existence and 

sclf-def~nse Japan will continue necessary, diplomatic 

negotiations with r~levant nations in the Southern 

rc.~ions nnd will also promote ot\.er necessary measures. 

ror this pur!)ose wo shall make preparations for a war 

6 with Britain and the United States. First, we shall 

7 accomolish the execution of our schemes against 

Fr£.:nch Indo-China 3nd Thailand following the ' Princi­

plo Policy toward French Indo-China and Thailand,' 

10 and i Matturs concerning the Promot~on of our Southern 

11 Policy ,r· thereby stabilizi.ng our structure for the 

12 Southern ndvance. In order to achieve tho nbove-

13 mentioned purpos e , Japnn will not hesitate to have a 

14 wnr with Britain and the United States." 
I 

t:S The noxt paragraph I will onit. 

1(, 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"d •. In the accomplishment of the above, 

all measures, especially in th~ case of ox£cution 

of arms, must be decided so that there will be no 

great difficulty in maintaining our basic posture tor 

a war ~~ th Britain ond tho United States. 

11 e. 1!.'e shall do our utmost in preventing 

tho United Statos participation in the War through 

diplomatic measures in tho pre-arranged programmes, 

and every other possible. way, but in case she should 

participate , Japan will act according to the Tripartite 
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i Pact. Hov.evcr, t he. time and me thod or military 

2 action will be decided independently • • 
3 "f. \''c s hall shift promptly t o the complete 

4 stobil:.zation of int ernal war-time structures, par-

5 ticularly we srall str ive f or the stabilization of 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

nati onal def ense • 

" g . As t o t he definit e measure s we shall 

decide s epara t ely." 

THE PRES I DENT : Mr. Tavenner. 

- 1 
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Iih . TAV~N~BR: I f the Tribunal please, the 

events between 2 July 1941 and the attack on Pearl 

11arl>or , although based in a large measure upon 

J 1:..pan, German and Italian collaboration, appear 

more properly to belong in the phase of presentation 

of evidence relating to lndo-China, Thailand, the 

I~et'1erlands Eas t Indies, the British Commonweal th of 

Nations, and the United States, so reference will be 

mace in this phase of t he case only to those matters 

within this period which affect the No Secret Peace 

Pact of 11 December 1941. 

Before procee• •ing to this subject, however, 

vie will present evidence relating t o other types of 

collaboration between Japan, Germany and Italy which 

parallel political and mili tar~r collaboration between 

t he Axis Powers . 

THE PhES ID~NT : Lr. !-icKinney. 

Im . Llci\I lHiEY : C..ultural and Trade Agr eement 

Bet ween Japan, Germany and Italy. 1 call the Tri­

bunal's attention t o prosecution document 956, in 

evidence as exhibit No . 37. That is the treaty 

concluded on 25 of November, 1938, between Japan and 

Germany, pertaining to cultural cooperation. I will 

read through Article II: 

"TF\EATY BETWEEN JAPAN AND GERMANY PERTAINING 
--- -. - ----
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?O CULTUitAL CuOP-ERATION. 

"The Imperial Government o:f Japan and the 

Government of Germany, recognizing solemnly that, in 

vj ew of the fact that Japan's own peculiar spirit 

and Germany's racial and national life constitute 

respectively the essence of Japan's cuJ.ture and 

Germany's culture, t he cultural relations between 

Jupan and German:r should be based on these factors, 

and desiring to further strengthen the :friendly and 

mutual trust, wh:f.ch fortunately binds the two coun-
tries already, by 

deepend.ng the various cultural 
relations betwee:t the two ccuntri&s and also by 
TJromoting the mutual knowledce and understanding be-tween the peoples Of the two countries, have entered i nto an agreement as :follows: 

"ARTICLE I. The High Contracting Powers 
shall mutually cooperate most closely in order to 

~ 17 

s t rive to establish thel.<• cultural relations on a 
18 

:firm basis. 
19 

20 "AHT!CLE 11. l'he High Contracting Powers, 

in order to achieve the object of the preceding 21 

article, shall systematically promote the cultural 22 

23 ~elations between the two countries in the :fields 

pf laarning, arts, music, literature, cinema, radio 2'1 

proadcasting, youth movement, and sports." 25 

-------------
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Un . McKHh~EY: Prosecution document 956-B -­

TttE ?hESlLE~T: Ur . Cunningham. 

MR. CUMUNG!Wi : If the Tribunal please, at 

this t ine I would like to object to the introduction 

of any evidence concerning cultural agreement between 

the nations, for the reason that such agreements are 

purely within the right and power of nations and 

certainly does not tend to prove any o·"' the criminal 

issues involved in the Indictment or in the other 

charges in t his proceeding; ~·or t he further reason 

that this a3reement, the agreement proposed by the 

prosecution at thi s time, was entered into at a time 

of peace, and certainly has no tendency to prove any 

charge of aggr essive warfare; for the further reason 

that any inquir y into these documents would be purely 

a political inquiry and not a judicial inquiry . 

THE PhESIDENT : Acts taken by themsolves, 

including political acts, may be perfectly legitimate, 

but they may also constitute preparation for war when 

taken in conjunction with other ci rcumstances, and 

preparation for war, of cour~e , always takes place 

during peace. That covers all three objections . 

ror grounds of objection the objection is disal lowed . 

Yes . Mr. t·icKinney. 

-. 
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•m. McKINNEY: Prosecution 1 s document 956B 

is of~cred in evidence . 

THE PRfSIDENT: Admitted on the usual t~rms. 

CLr:RK OF THE COURT: Prosecution 1 s document 

5 No . 956B will r eceive exhibit No . 589. 

( (Vlhcreunon, the document above r ef erred 

; to was marked prosecution's 6Xhibi t No. 589 t.tnd 
I 

f, I 
' I ., 

roce iv~d in ~vidcnce .) 

MR . McKINNEY . It is the minutes of the Privy 

10 Council meeting held 22 November 1938 r egarding the 

1 1 

1 

conclusion of the Cultural Tretty. It is presented 

12 for the pur pose of showing that the possibility of 

l J tr~aty r.sscrting political influenc e w~s r ecognized . 

14 1 (R&eding) 

t .., I "Minutes of Conf~rence on th~ Conclusion of 

1Gi hgreem~nt for Cultural Coop€r etion between Japan and 

17 I Germany. 

18 "November 22 , 1938 - Original. 

19 "L!inutcs of the Privy Council on the Conclusion 1 
I 

20 of hgroement for Cultural Cooperntion between Japan and I 

21 · Gc.rmnny . " I 
22 1 I will now r ead tho members of the accused 

23 that were present . 

24 "Chc. irm~n: HIRANUMA . Ministers : No . 8 

25 Mini ster of Education - ARAKI . No . 15, Minister of 

1 
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Wer - ITJ..Gi.KI. 11 

I will begin r ooding with the last peragraPh 

on page 1: 

· "For me.my years, on cultural matters concern­

ing medicine , liter ature, l egislation and various 

other fields, a mutu~ l end close r clnttonship existed 

bc twGcn the t wo nations of Ocrmcny and Ja~en but with 

and after the conclusiqn of t he : nti-Comintern Agree­

ment in Novembe r two ye.ors ego, nPtional intercourse 

be tween the twJ nations ontLr cd into a renewed amity. 

On the later part of Sentcmbor of t h is year the German 

Government propos0d for a conclusion of e cultural 

&groomont bctwec.n G\.rmany t·nd Jnpcn , a recent practice 

prevclant bc. twacn the vcrious countries of Europe, so 

as to legalize the enlightenment of cultural reletion­

ship between the two na tions, thus l eading to furthtr­

ing the promotion of tho cause and provoking to 

strengthen all the more our tie of friendship . Our. 

Imperial Government apurovod this proposal. Thereafter 

the euthoritias of both onrties concerned have conducted 

num~rous negotiations end the arriving at £n agreement 
22 

l c:d to the; r e:cllzF- tiqn of this definit€ plan of a pact. 
23 

However t his does not me.en thct our Imperial Govern-
24 

mont prcf Grs such an egrccment with Germany alo~e . If 
25 

conditions pc.rini t, similar agreements should be 
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concluded \11th other not i ons clso, as this cultural 

intercourse hes ~ t endency to contribute valuable 

s~rvice to nchievc the gonor~ l aims of diplomacy. 

2 'hi~ vms voiced by our Futhoriztd mi nister concerned." 

I will omit t he next two paragraphs and begin 

r ending cgcin with the las t paragraph of pege 2. 

"No. 28 (ISHIZUKA). 

"In its introductory nrovision, which I 

t eke f or ms the basis of t his ogrocm~nt, it is said thot 

the essence of the culture of Japan ond Gcrmnny as 

consi s ting of the charoctcristic spirit of Janan on 

one part and the racicl end national life of Germany 

on t he other . This seems somewhat 0ut of coordinetion, 

but since it i s so dcsien~ tod, I want to heor the reason, 

~nd whn t is cmbrnccd in thc_ t &rm, ' tho rDciel end 

nntional life of G~rmeny. ' According to German netion-

2lism or Nazism end e current conception of the present 

day, the Germen r ncc i s Dtt t mpting to unify and nssim­

ilPtc even t hose people who inhabit otht: r nations 

while banning l!nothe;r r ccc even though living in her 

own country. Wh0r cas the ch~ractcristie f eature of 

our spirit holds equality on all races without prc:judiee. 

This exemplifies the diffc·r enccs in view between this 

and th~t n~tion . Although directly nothing is stnted 

r elative to politics , this agreement mcy bring obout 

I 
I 
I 

1 
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t some kind of influence politically. eo I duem it 

2 im,ortcnt th~ t speci~l pr ecaution be tekon s o thPt the 

3 "Oco-olc mc.y not be misled. However, I wish to hear 

4 

6 
I 

1 I 
a l 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

LG 

17 

th<. go·Jt.rnmc..nt' s comment on this aspect . 

"No. 17 ( ARITA); 

"In short, the racia l end netionclistic lite 

of G~rmany is none other thon the siqgulcr s~irit or 

G~ rmany. Th€ r <.c son f or the cdoption of t he t erm wes 

bcccusc of the firm insistance on t he pert of Germany 

::. t the outset of nc gotietions , c.xplE•ining that their 

char cctcr i stic spirit being phcnominiz~d in the racie l 

&nd natiohel lif e ot G~rnany, it should be made the 

e ssence of h0r culture . 

"On the. second point this r.greement proposGs 

to aid in the 11~1son and systematio uplifting of 

the culture of the two nntions . It r ecognizes thet 

18 
cultural r el at ions of Jancn end GGr many form the bosis , 

of thu cher~ctcristic spi rits of c2ch r es pective nP.tion. 1 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Therefore i t is unlikt ly thr t ther o will be eny influ-

cncG politically. However , it ther e rre such opinions 

of f 6cr in the cnrrying into effect of the cgreement, 

sufficient pr ccnution shell be tcken. 

"No . 28 (ISHIZUKA) : 

"On the whole I under stand, but it is cance iv­

eblc th~ t during the long life of this ~greement ther e 

I 
I 

., 
I 
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i s r. possibility thct politics will be influenced. 

In onrtic1l r r, n t endency to go with the G( rmon 

str c.. "ra is not ct £'11 dcnirblc in t his country of late, 

In ·•ir··! of this fret, I rc.. p l.~ t rnd ho1=10 thrt th&r (. 

should be somt m. rns to guerd rgoinst nll possiblt 

mistakL on the prrt of our nrtion befor G this cgroe­

m1..nt is concluded ." 

T~~ PRF.sIDENT: Appcrcntly the Japrnose 

Privy Councillors, or so~c of them, thought th~t 

the whole nurposc wcs not nuroly culturcl E"nd it may 

hevG bc~n ~ cover for politicr! cction. You invite 

us to hold thr. t it wcs r cover for noliticPl cction . 

MR . McKINNEY: Y<s, sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: A nolitical cction thr.t 

ul timotcly led to & pc ct with Gl.!'l!lcny ~nd to war . 

WR. McKINNEY: Y~ s, sir . Thct is the 

contention of the prosecution. 

I cell the Tribunol's attention to prosecution 

document No. 829, in evidence r.s exhibit 38. This 

is en ogr cGment for cultural coop~r - tion between Joncn 

~ nd Ite.ly, concluded on the 23rd of Morch, 1939. As 

t he materiel provisions ere substentielly the s?.me e.s 

tho provisions of thL cultural agreement between Jaoen 

ond Germany, I will not r ecd the test of this treaty. 

-, 
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IJlt . ~cKUu~Y: I present ~· osecution document 

4030-B for introduction into evidence . It consists 

of a program for the opening session of the German-

J apanese Cultural Committee on 3 April 1940, and 

von '1leizsaecker 1 s opening speech • . 

THE PiJ£SIDENT: Captain Brooks . 

Uh . BROOKS: I would like to refer, in your 

honor please, to these; exhibits like exhibit 38 that 

has been previously put in. t s l understand, they 

were put in for identification at that time. Are they 

being automatically admitted into evidence by ref­

erence to t hem at this time? I just wanted to call 

it to the Court's attention. 

THE PhESIDENT: Do you understand it? 

hJn . Br\OOKS: Yes, sir. 1 was in error. 

They V1ere originally introduced in evidence. 

T.-iE Pf~SII>ENT: Prosecution document No . 

4030-B is admittee on the usual terms. 

CLEhl\ OF THE COtrhT: Prosecution's document 

No . 4030-B r.ill r eceive exhibit Uo . 590 . 
(':.hereupon, the document above re­

ferred to was marked prosecution 's exhibit 

No . 590 and received in evidence .) 

1-i.:h . McKit-.~EY : r will r ead the first paragraph 

......... 
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r oad t o the f i rst paragraph on the program: 

"Program for th£ Opening Session ot the 

German-Japanese Culture ~ommittee and the toa re­

ception in the Hotel Kaiserhot. 

"l. The opening session takes place in the 

Federal C.ouncil Hall of tho Foreign Office . The 

guests arrive at about 1600 hours. ·!'he session 

begins at 1615 hours. It i s introduced by a speech 

of welcome from Freiherr von \ 'eizsaecker. His :-~x­

cellency the Imperial Japanese ttmbassador replie s to 

it." 

I will now r oad two excerpts from the wel­

coming speech. The first excerpt begins at the middle 

of t ha next to the last paragraph on page 2. <r\eading) 1 

" In r elations between Garmany and Japan we cannot be 

satisfied that knowledge of each other's country 

should be confined t o a small circle of experts. 

~ather must a rea l mutual understanding between the 

nations be extended t o t he widest possible circle 

in the nations concerned, by means of r eal knowledge 

and comprehension. National education an;~ national 

enlightenment are the most important means for the 

attainment of the high goal we have in mind. Your 

presence bears witnuss that you wil l do your par t in 

the spheres of your respective ministries t o crown 
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these efforts with success. 

"Following the procedent in Tokyo, it 

s~~med sultable to us that the Foreign Office should 

ttself be presiding over the committee . Therefore 

thu hoad of the Cultural Poll tical Depa1tment, Envoy 

Doctor Von 1~A~LOWS~l has been entrusted with this 

t ask. 
"Just tn the l ast few yeors r elations be­

t.ween organization and societj.es in the Nazi' Party 

/ t4StAP I and Japan have developed very gratifyingly. 

· As exampl es of this I rnontion the fact that t he 

he ich Board of Health has concluded an agreement with 

the Japan&se-Germon Lledical Sociaty and that the 

noich Youth board is per mr.nently repres ented 1n Japan 

by OBERGEBIETS-FUEhRbR SQRULTZ. As the utilization 

of the organizations and societies of the Nazi Party 

/~;5l;AP/ should follow a unified point of view, the 

Foreign Office has asked the Fuehrer's deputy to send 

a r epresentat ive to the Col'!ll'littee . I am glad th~t 

this pr oposal has been compli ed with, and heartily 
• 

welcome Herr SChlJLTE-STRP.Tl?AUS to thi s circle. 

"This, lilrn t he addition of advisors and 

experts, is an innovat ion in the sphere of Culture 

Committees. I expect much for t he activity of our 

cc.mmit t ee from the effec t.lveness of these co-\1orkers , 
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I thank the parties her e concerned for the r~ct that 

t hey (\r e willing to fit their work abroad in their 

ciccnsi onal special spheres into the great rrame of 

our e:-forts and t esks in linking our peoples together." 

., 
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The second oxcerpt begins at tho top of 

p.:igc 4 . 

11 '1 fundcmontal prcroqnisitc, however, for the 

dl.CpLning t:1nd brordoning of mutual internr.tional 

intcrcours(; is the rc~dinoss of the notions themselves 

to givt. spiritually cs well es to tPke . This readi­

nt.ss is in existence in wj.do circles of thG Gurmnn 

nation. To sproad it ever ~idcr is the tosk of this 

commi ttc.o and the circles:· represented in it. 

"A second, just cs imryort&nt, fund~mentcl 

of intcrnetionnl cultur Ell work hes bo~n expressod in 

the prcr.1abl€ to the G<..rmE1n-JepFncso c\ilturc agreement. 

Both governments h~vc ther e dtclr r od thot they er e 

impressed wi th the· re;~ lizntion thct the Ge.rmr.n llnd 

Jcpnnesc cultures hove their true besis in the Gormvn 

nctionrl and raci~l life on the one hrnd end t he innete 

Jc. ;~r-nc.se spirit on the other , end that the cultural 

relotions between the. two countries ~re to be built 

hereon . 

"For the first time. in the history of i nter-

nc tioncl agreements the spiritual bnsis on which the 

goal set by th~ agr eement is to be worked for hes been 

expressed r-nd unclter ably defined: the clecr conscious­

ness of ooch p~rty of i t s r: ci~l and nctionel self end 

-1 
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thG mutuel r ecognition of t this self. This is the true 

r ecipr ocity, snch as is only !)Ossible for nations the.t 

r rt sclf-conscioi s, nationr. l end s elf-contained, and 

j ust on th:.t account capnblc. ond r crdy to undcrst&nd 

oth<. r nations . 

''The work of this Ge;rmrn-Joprnesc Culture 

Committ ee Hill hrve t o be steer ed al ong these sunrcmc 

spiriturl ~uiding lin<.s . 

"Gentleman, to our universal sEltisfr ction l:'nd 

joy, t here h£s r riscn in this committee: F n~w , effec­

tive instrument which shtll end will e:ver strengthen 

the trnditionrl close spiriturl bonds b6tween G~rmeny 

ind J c~en. I em however convinced thr. t the ,olitic~l 

fri~ ndship which so fortvnat ~ly unites our countries 

w~ll r lso bC: further dcepancd, rnd t hct Oermr.ny and 

J~pen will set . Fn c.xempl c in the cultivction of pcece-

ful intcrnrtionc.l intercourse . 

11 1 declr r c the Germc.n-Jn-pt.ne:se Culture Com-

mittec cstnblishcd." 

THE PRESIDENT: W€ will ad journ until holf 

pest nine tomorrou morning. 

(\'/hcr eunon, r. t 1600, 1,tyt A~~ournnupnt ' ... 
Q~,, :ta~n until Fridcy, 27 September 1946, e.t 

0930.) 
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