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Deponent /S/ XODAMA, Kylizd (seal)

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.

I. I KODidi, Kyuzo, sorved in the Var Ministry as Chiof of* the Military
Service Section, Military Affairs Bureau, during the poriod between
March, 1940, and Juns, 1944. The duties of the Military Service Saction
covered matters concerning militery discipline, punishment,,regulations of
various sorts relative to military service, and the proper duties of
individual soldiers, cte.

II. Inasruch as diseipline was tho backbone of the army, all army ferces
as well as the central authorities concentrated their best efforts on its
enforcerent. The central authorities annually called to Tokyo all the
division cormanders in the horeland as well as the staff chiefs and

chdef judicial officers of forces stationed at hp"a and abroad in order

to give ther instructions through the Three Heads of the Army who never

failed to lay special stress on the enforcerment of military diseipline.

Moreover, sorotimed staff chiefs were called to a special meeting for

tho exslusive prpose of enforcing discipline.
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Appendix I, l---3, are specimens of such &nstructions.

I’I. In Japa. primary importance was attached above all to the streng-
thening.of comrand power as the basis of military discipline. By’
emphasizing this point, it was held, it was possible to keep the mombers
of the army avway from possible miamdeshavior and to ch-rze for the better
. %he characters of those who had committed any such miae-bodarior. In
.time of war, however, more irmediage and concrete measures were taken
in addition to this in order to prevent such ™is-conduct as ."ight result
from the abnorral circumstances at the frort as well as the lowered Toral
gtandard of the troops owing to the increase in ar™y perscnnel.

In the following paragraphs I shall desCribe measures taken by the

central anthorities in relation to those types of ™is-conduct which are
now being tried by military tribunals at vafious places.
IV. Education and guidance given by the military at the tire vere as

follows:

f1) Yanualg: -~

Enforcement of military discipline and maising of Morale are er-
phasized in ¢ very manual. Especially, the training ™Manual clearly points
out the way thereto. It requires soldiers, right from their start for
the front, to be careful about the maintenance of military disecipline,
and the necessary exarple to be shown to the natives in fighting areas
for the heightening of the prestigc of the Japanese forces.

(2) a8 for international law and regulations, both officers an:.,;w%ro

given necessary training in a sensible way. For instance, tgaching

concerning the Red Cross Troaty was given in Nilitary Training hanual
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No. 60, and the law text-book for the Nilitary Academy Preparatory School
(Appendix No.7) doalt with Land Warfare Regulations, In order that %he
sdid international laws and regulations be strictly observed, conecrcte
instructions were given concorning operational moverents -- such as the
action of a sentry, instructions concerning billeting, nndlraquiaition
of materials -- and also about tho treatront of prisoners of war.

The contral authoritics did not receive any formal information whatover
concorning such cases as appeared before the military gribumals. Consequently,
tLo Teasurcs taken by the central nuté%ities were not in Most cases adoquato
for the actual cases to which they were applied. However, in view of the
prolonged warfare and the diclining tendency of the character and intel-

ligonce of troaps, necessary principles regarding ghe education, control ,

and guid of forces were given, attention was called to them, and other
naocssary military mecasures were taken..

1. Wartime Service hanual was corpiled and distributod to the efficers
at large to be used as their reference raterial and guide-book during their
servico at the front, It's compilation being owned necessary, was carried ~i.
out in 1938 (Showa 13) by the Inapeotoéato-eeneral of Nilitary Training in
view of experiences gmimed.up to that tire through service abroad.

2. Mlitary discipline and horale Investigation Corps were sent out for
investigation and guidance. Staff merbers of the central authorities were
specially ordered in 1939 (Showa 14) to make an inspection tour to various
spots in China for a period of some two Tonths., After their return, the
central authoritics gave all units a guide to rigid enforcement of military
disoipline and morale, and adopted military administrative Teasures for
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the sake of the onhallceMent of rocreation faecilities and adequate Methods
of ruplacement.

3. Articles brought back from abroad by the military Men and civilians

in the Mlitary sorvice on their return;?hnir hoMeland, were strictly

inspocted and controllel by eovery umit, at every port of embarkation,

landing spot in the hoMeland, as well as by the hoMe unit, thereby to
discover and prevent breaches of discipline and, above all, plundering
in the battlo-field.

" L]
(4) The copics of the Instructions to the Yen at the Front wore dis-

tributod in tho 16th year of Showa (1941) for the heightening of morality
at the front., As the war was prolonged, a fear of the decline of Torality
and especially of possible plundering and viclations cae to be felt.
To Meet the situation, the said *Instructions® vas coMpiled by the central
authritics and distributed in the naMe of the Vinister of War. 'Rvery
wilitary Man at the time alvays carried a copy of it with him™, and by
respectfully reading it day and night, exerted hiMself to co™ply with
the teachings given in it.
(5) In the 17th year of Showa (1942), a part of the Ar™y Cri™inal Code
vas rovisod by Law No.35. By this chahge. necessary provisions were newly
added or a"ended in relation to Military offences, for the sake of the
strengthening and rigid enforece™ent of M™litary diseipline.

1% is,.eepaciplly notable in these changes, that the sriMe of rape at
the front vas prescribed as a crifMe for which "prosecution May be instituted
without any co™plaint by the in jured partys

(6) The central authorities gave several tiMes striot vwarning against
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private punish™ents. It was applied to the treatMent of prisoners of war
and the native population as well as to Japanese military Men.

(7) Great care was taken by the central authorities as to the provention
of @ffences and crifes against the natives. A.ppecial ter™ "offences
against the natives® was invented, and a statistic study of cri™es and

™ sdeeds. was Made, to which the authorities called the attention of

every unit.

(8) The ¥ilitary Ad®inistrative Order was revised in August, 18th year

of Showa (1943). An ite™ was added to it that the order was to be applied
also to the forces at the front (The order No.l), and regiMent-co™ anders,
it was stated, should give lessons and guidence to their subordinates

\
about the rules for treating the natives. (Thc Order No.2j)

(9) In order to pull back to the right course the Mind of soddiers who

unavares had becola dissipated through prolonged service in the ficld and
especially through Jdirasters and dangers caused by fighting, ad®guate
considePations were taken for affording every possible cohwvenience for !
foresrding of letters end dispatches fro™ their ho"es, for'ardiﬁg co™forts,
gending eut ontertain™ent groups, as well as for the proMotion of recrea-
tion facilities at the front,for instance, organization of £il™ corps to

Make visite and establish™ent >¢ Military Men's clubs, etc,
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On this 20th day of jugust, 1947

it INTFE.
DEFONENT KODA™A, Ky0z8  (seal)

1, INOUE, “asutard hereby cortify that the above state®ent was

svorn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in

the presence of this Witness.
On the sa™e date

atb I.H.T. E‘ E.
Witness:  /S/ INOME, “asutarS (seal)

OATH

In accordance with ®y conscience I awcarto tell the whc;le truth

witbholding dothing and adding nothing.

/S/ KoDA¥A, Ky0zo (scal)
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