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Def . Doc . 9 54 ( ~i..d Rav i.'.)ion) 

THE Ul'l'IT:·:D S'i'ATEJ uF hl.!E'1IGA , et al 

- vs-

ARAKI, Sadao , et al 

.AFFIDA V'IT OF 

TANAKA, Tadaka t su 

Having tirst duly sworn en oath as on attached shaet 
and in aocordenoe with the proced ure followe d in my country I 
~ereby depose as follO\;s : 

1. I, TANAKA , Tedakatsu , M:is borr, in YaLlaguchi Prefectura 
on September 25, 1904 . After graduat. ir.g fr om the r.lili t a ry College , 
I sucoessi vely served a s staff-· off i ~e-r of ve r ious units er1d ,.as 
then appointed adjutant of the ,:nr Pdi'1istry and :on0urrent ly 
secretary to the War Minister in l!'ebr:.ia ry 1941 , rer.udning in these 
offioes up to April 194.3 . Thro1..:,bhov.t the \~hole du . .:c:i1;ion of t he 
then Lieutem1nt-General h.ThlUiJA' s tan•.ire of off ioa cif the Vice War 
Minis ter, I was elv1ays wjtt him ar.d ;.1esi5ted h im a:~ s ..: '.!:'etery 
attached to the Vi~e Iviinis-i;t?1'. DV)t.u;11"-j1.ts to b~ r·e.:.C. 1.)1' revi ewed 
by the Vice-Minister wet'e all he r.1:i ~ ou ~,y w~ , ex0ept t ii0::Je di rectly 
brought end handed him by ofl'i~ers ir. chart:;~ . ?,:orBover , a s the 
Vice-Minister used tc t All me of ~ iL"~:.;i :.~ ·~ .Part oi: i;,r.b t h e 
participated in and besideR :: wr'.s 1r. et t .. f:·n11enue 011 .hi.:.! in almost 
ell his dealings ' I BLl fully f'~n:ilier \, lL~. !:: o ·i=:::i t~r . .a' part of 
KIMURA' s activities dur ing his t enurf) of o1'f1 )l1 ·;,f t.~e Vioe -Minister. 

\ 

2 . Before h i s a SSV!!lftirm of o!'t'i ce s s Vi0e-Mini dter, 
Gener al KIMURA was. in the t.E. ,~r~ office \Jith G.;;j ner9l 'J.'C,TO for a bout 
six months as Dire'!tor of thv Cl' 'Lr.:---r.ce Bureau ~t tt 3 -:1.!!te when • 
TOJO was Vice War tlinis ter . Kx.~cp-:_~ r.e. -i;.h:! H , Kn.~~!. nsver served in 
the same government of'fioe, s::hc.:ol nr 9rr.1y i,,·it.h -;·c .. i ·) _. cH1d he ha s 
had no conne ~ti on \'>ha te ver i.d tl. C;e110:rel ~CJO y02.i t. i -~~1J y , 
ideolog ically or indi~iduelly • 
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9X')lusively a genuine s old i er ~ hi efly e&~a6ed iL &rt iller y 
edu0ation , te ~hni~al adCJ.ir! i s tra tion of ar ms ond army co1.ir .. ar.der ; and 
did his be s t in the f i el d of ordna n')e edmi ni& trati0n with his 
profound kr.m, ledge a nd e xperience in thi s l i ne . 

During his t enure o f offi ce of t~ e Vi'Je- Mir.is t e r , K:O.:uRA 
was not in a poaition t o ~lby his rol e )ositively on ~ c:ount of 
the surr ounding s a t t ha t tif.13 . ?.!ir. i s ter TOJO vJas \,ell ver sod i n 
military admir~i&tration , 1;;;,;ye 1.:;iolly proficient in buoi n e:::>& a ffu irs , 
besides being tt man ()f S!-e'Jia l ind ustry . ·.;1th "Comr.'la r.d at the ' 
heod of t he onlwnn" and "Simpl i f i'Ja t i on and despatch of busine ss " 
as oottoes, he held power over principal bureau ~nd de yartment 
chiefs and ordered t hem dire ct, €lr.d ')Ond uc ted busine ss .iJOS it i vely 
end decisively . Most of the~ e bure bu tind de~ortment c hiefs were 
in their respe0ti ve positions for a long t ic.le a na t ~1ey v,ere 6 11 
skilled men of ability; so the:,· v.ere cond uct 111g busii.e s s prooptly 
end correctly, f aithful ly co~ply ing with t h e i ntentiol'l of the 
Minister . Under such circu.uiSta r.ce s , t he ~~tual sta te of affairs 
~t that time was that V:i'Je-Minist e r KIMURA ne t 1.4 r a lly used his 
ability prin~ipally in the s phere of ordnance administration , in 
~hich he ~as well versed ; and simul t a neo us ly endea vored to 
facili t ate the skilled and ta l ented J.!i r. i s ter a s well as bureau end 
department chi e fs to display t hei r ab i liti ~ s to t h e f ul lest exteLt. 

I recol lect a part of Ger.e r a l .r.Il1JRA' s address a t a 
f arewell meeting he ld in ~~ar~h 1943 (18t h year of GHO'.'fh) , \':hen he 
was t r ansferr ed from Vi: e-h!ini ster to the post c f lrnad of the 
Ordnance .Adlninistrat:lon Head 'iuarters, \.h i 0h follm,s -

"During r:iy tenur ~ of' offic e of Vi~e -Ninis ~ur , I thought 
it proper for ue as an &ssi&tar.t of Minister TOJO, ~ o .c..;s l~o every 
effott for businAss simplification and despatch a s well as the 
unity and conoili::ltion of the i.1hole Mir.is try , in or del' to 
oontribute to the perfect realiza tion of Minis t er 'fOj"O '& 'cofullland 
at the head of the column', and a t t he sar.ie t ime fa ~ ilitate bureau 
and departoent chiefs givi ng fu l l scope to the ir a bilities; and 
I acted a~oordil\gly. Ho\1ever , how I have be en a ppointed he~d of 
the Ordnance .Administ.ret ion Head<iua rters , so I wi ll display .1!!~ 
ambition positively by means of the ' coruruand et t he hea d oi' the 
column ' - - - - " 

I believe these \ ords of his ore ltlore then enough to 
reveal his frame of mind during his tenure of off ice of tih~ VicA­
Mini3ter . Furthermore , I he ar d him reveal siffi i l ar expr e.:;~ icnz 0n 
o~oa sion , while I ~ a s ir. ~o~tact with him as his secr e t ary . 

I 

As Minis ter TOJO was tllways extremely pr essed with the 
heap or va rious mis cellaneous business ma t t e r s i n addi t ior. ~o 
important Stat e 8ffe irs 1 ~erer.:on i a 1 matt e r S Of a l l }~ir!clS c1l.t.C. 0th e r 
misoel laneous bus ir.e s ses 'oere a lnost e x-J l us i ve ly tran ~l. "! t,.._ r. oy the 
Vi 'Je - Mini 3ter s o tha t t he iani s t e r may con0 entra te h~ s er.c;;;:·e..y 
chie fly on i mpnrtant ma t t er s . !Ien')e , the Yi 'Je -Mir. h ;ter ) • !'1.J alv·eys 
•.zery busy too . 

5 . General TOJO, even a fter his &ssumptior. of offi c e of 
the :>r i1ne ~:1nis ter end t he con~u~r ent l.1i.r,:;..s t e r of He r, a bi ded by 
liis pr incl id.e of the " colu!uand n t t he .t:ei::id or t~•e column 11 all the 
more ; and C OlU1 u~tod t ho hu.c;ineb& o!." t!-.o :·:nr t.!inistl' JT I ir.:.ccl.f 
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prof.lptly bnd -...ith extrbo1·..i1i.c.r~ efforts , \.ithc, .... t er.tru&ti11e_ 
importar.t I.'lltters to V\n.Cl'.;. . T •. e .. ·?frH'b , tL>j ~·un'}'t.'._0110 c.nd 
')Oi.1pete11-Ja ol' V: 'Je- h.i11i::;"v~~r i.1:: .. R.h \,e.L'e r,r"' •> ·u ~ J~~c1 to c..r.~ ')henge 
COL1pereJ \.itll t ho.,8 of the Jv ..... ~;.en Ge:10r-::.l 'i"tJu •., ·.:ls tl.e full­
servi'Je Viar l'inL;ter . t·.or \, Cib t .1c v~~e -t"ir.i:=;ter oruer8a. t o ect a s 
i)roxy t0 'Jond.u~t t.Ih.i3ter ' s !'ur.1Jti0~·!s . 

Besides, h; •,.f:s i·ether .!'Ore t~;-. t tl.H I.ii:1ic;tP-r \.as ab~ent 
from Tokyo 0n ~~~~u~t 0f offi0ial tou=s , end if any , the duretion 
\.1Bs ver: shnrt ; 21 1ld ·cl-.c:rc v.u-> not ei sir.t,le in::rc.c:1 ~ 'J e of t~.e ·v:_~e­
~·ir.i st er ' s 0on6 ~·.::0ic1~ o~ t he fw. ')t:..cm.3 of tho I.:

1
n i ster i!1 l '. i.L> .i:Jlace 

ove11 c:ur :i..~1g thiv t•Gr iou . 

6 . ( 1 ) '11!:.e bL1re~n ~tiefs ~on1~_ .... _ .. v~e \,Os l1clu. t\1ice 
\.eekly es a l'ule . Tl.is \1ea not D ~f):,fe .. ·•m~e i".". 'the true sense of 
the v1ord \Jut. via s mei· e.1~· a bt..::.ine.3~ liai&or: t o 11u·~3 i.ecessC:ir~ re.:_.iorts 
to the Mir.~ s ter ar:d Vi oe-l.:ini.:>ter b;, u ift'erei! t bureau ond dej_:..ttrtmer,t. 
~hiafs ~01-oe!.'nir:g •. 1&t.ters i1: tr.~~.r res;!tL, ,~i ve ~:1areef> , e.~d 
s ir.iu~-+:.anf'Ouf,:...y • ··}:8 mu·Jual e:;~ 1:-'1t.o of ·.ILf'or • .etior. ar:•;r:c.. ":.he.1Gelves 
f or tr: .. :r_i...use ,)f G:>t&bliscLlG 61.10otr 1:>u~ir1ess o~era~_,inr: . 

'!'h~ bi.;.::s~u dire otors' ~<mfere~.oe \Ja:;, _presided v;~..: by 
the ·\lcr .1i..:.ster tc·~h if! r.ame snd rea:j .y tind lle ·, e s v~1·y -Jereful 
in gnid ;t it. evc•1 in ninor r.atter s . A.:.i;hnugh tr.ere \~ er? ·::: .: ::--s 
\Jhere tr. ~ i\IiLiS ter "'es preve1.ted f!'Of.'• b t tend~ng the ccHi eJ't.'. C') , snd 
conse<;.l .-H.tly the Vice -~·:ir.1Bter pre~ided ove1· it , the y v,ej'8 v J--:y 
few anl. t he oonferer.oe \ 10s ofter. c.; i ven ~r be'JEi use of' the o i.>ser.ce of 
the Mir.ister . ',!;hen the I<.i1.is ter "'e ti ~bsent , hi ti secretary used to 
make a 1'8 ~ord of the main pointl::> of the conference to :::';;rr:r t it to 
the ~inister afterwards . 

dire "t ors 
0ffice ill 
'treatment 

I have no ..!..e<11ory of h~ving heurd et either t t.e ')n'eau 
coni'e:rer-oe or a.r.y other O'..:'J~s1.::ms duri r1g HlY t e:i.·m \•r 
t h1:1 War lljr1istr~1 any protest or irtfor111ation r '3.sau1::.ng 

of ?ri~onerb of war . 

il~ 

(2) ':'he cor:tents of the ooIJr.1w i. iCCition issued jn tl1e 
name of the Vi ce - f,Iinis ter by order 01' the h!inistP-r , cor::.·Je:;:or1J.tjg the 
dis}:osal of pri soners of i..a r at present (Court nJCJ1i~iG t.o. 1965 -.n) 
v.ere re;orted by Chief lJE?.rt.TRh of the :ris 0ne1' of 'i!ar btJ.:::.; ~:.. ~t:.ctltion 
'91 vision :.. '. ~ bureau directors ' 0onference , and the decj ~ ~ ·: a:1d 
f.'!.)provol v. P-:''3 obtained therefore d irect fr n:i t he !1~diL·. ~o~~ _r, tha t 
• il.116 . 

The KE?.TEI or t he uilitt.r' i oli0e is l::1 ~-r«i~lal ,,J..' •• iy 
unde1· t.!te ~~re 'Jt co1,trol of the ~.~ir.i~ ter of ;·1ar be sed or1 -:r:.~ 
Ordi :-1~ n·..,v ')on 'Jer r!ing the JCE~g>-SI end the Vice-Mini.:.ter of \/C.l' hos no 
rigt~t to ~nrtrol it . 

8 . The dee ision on the purport of "The Vice - r--;inh1ter ' s 
coI!l.Dluni~ation by order of the War ?Uni& t.er concer r. ing the tr i:,a tment 
of the enemy air ')rew members who entered Ju1;an with thf? obje~t of 
raiC.i~:~ :l.v .3 t erritory0 , bearing Ril..1.JMITSU (TH : J\I!i"Y se~re+;) Po , 219t , 
datod ;ruly 2£ , 1942 {Cf)urt axli.ibit i:n . 1992) v.ss muae by t he W&r 
Kin is tt-r , \Ji th his -Jon&ent gi v~n to the air e0t de111~ r.d of the Chief 

of the Ge~ero l Staff . 
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9 . The matters concerr1ing the emvloyr.ient_.pf rrisor.ers 
of vie r in t he construction \1orks of tl e Burma- Siem ~llilv.a~s \Jere 
de~ided t h r ough direot negotiE. t i ons beti,;een t hi; Chief of the Genera l 
Staff c nd the Mir. i s t er of ~/ar . The relative ~onstru') t ior. orcicr 
was draf t ed e nd idsued by t he Gener al St&ff · Uffioe . • J : 

• 
10 . The Vi~e-Minister of ',iljr had no materiel co11ne~tion 

whatever vdth the d rafting of the bill for t lle r ev1d ion of the 
Disciplinor~· Law f or Pr iso11er~ of Viar (Court Exhibit Eo . 1965 - 1.) • 
To be r.ior e precise , the bi l l •ue s draf t ed and formula ted by the 
Rur ea us and sections ~oncerned to meet the ei~tual re ~uirement, and 
~rter cnnsultat ions ~ith the Legislative Bureeiu , it ~as deoided a t 
a Cabinet Council and ther. approved by the Diet . The foct is thet 
Vice- f\!inister KTh~URJ.\ knew the bill end the ressor. t hereof only e 
fe\v days pr ior to its i nt roduction to t he Diet and t h5t he 
expla ined the reason before the Diet s ession . 

11 . Like Vice- J.:inisters of other ?.:inistries , Vi~e -Mirti.;te: 
I<..Th~URA was entrust ed with t he t ask or either a member or a 
~oun~illor of various oo.i:..ruittees , but cany such co~ittees v.-ere 
establi..>hed customarily in each Mi11is tr~· and mos t of them "-ere 
only r ···· i i.al . Vi ce-1!iniste r KIEURA did not at t end most of t hese 
co.:mi~ t - e meetings , and even if l1e attended them on very r are 
o~')a si. ._s , hi a attendance was nothing but for ma 1 or conventional . 

12 . Vice- Mirdster KillURA did ne ve1· bt tend the r.1eetings 
of the cor.u .. ~iders of the prisoner of \tvt:ir camp s in the rJinistry of 
\Ja r . 

13 . At the ti .r.le ·when the Ministe r of Wa r delivered 
instruct:..onB to t he Cor:.mander of the Zent su ji Division on 
May )0 , 1942 {Court Exhibit No. 1960) , v : ce -Minister KI MURA did r.ot 
at tend on the ~inis ter 's tour of insvection . i;or did the Vice ­
l1!inis t er par ticipate in drafting the manus cri:pt of the instructior.s . 

14 . I have never seen nor r ead " The Report on the Violen1 
Conducts in Ma laya Peninsula" (Court Exhibit No . 476) , nor 41ave I 
heard of it f ror.i Vice-Minister KIMURA . "· 

15 . I have n~v er hear d that Vice- r.lin i ster I~TI.ltJR~ 
suprorted the German-Jepbnede Military Alliance . 

H:· . The contact qf Vi~e-J.Iinister KI MCJRA v.ii:;t t c~ G~rmEJr. 
fililitu r~· orficers in Japan was limited to the exchs r.go <·l: 
cerem.:::n i t:i l greetings or compliments on festival days and. s o f or·th. 
He ne•1c:c ~;e t them on other business . 
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Def . Doc . 954 (2nd Rev . ) !lOTE 1 TJil S OOCU!·:E~f;: SHOUl .D i3E ATTATCHED 
TO DEF. OOC . HO . 954 (2n::1 Re ·1. ) 

en thi s 12th day Of Se~t~lliber 1947 

.At HJ'.RU-l~CHI ' SEOBU- CEC ' 1:.n~A1.:r­
SA I'i' .1~!· ...1\ - Gur ' SJ, ITAi~.:h - KEI\: 

I , ABE , Akira , hereby certify ttat t~e aoove statefuent 

was S\.vorn by the de;;.onent , who affixed his sic l1c:Jture &nd seal 

thereto ir. the presence of t his ,,.~ itness . 

Ou the same dat e 

ht the .30L e place 

WI':'! "ESS : (s) ABE , Akir a , (8e~l ) 

OATH 

In u~'.:o!'dan ~e \'.ith t~y ~or.science I S\.1ear to tel l the 

whole truth wi thhold:i.n€, notidr.r_: and a dding nothing . 

( s) T.Alii"'l..J> , Tad aka ts u (seal} 

5. 
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