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INTERNATIONAL MILITAT™Y TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITID STATES UF #MERICA, et al

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

AFFIDAVIT OF
TANAKA, Tadaketsu

Having first duly sworn en oath as on attached sheet
and in accordence with the procedure followed in my country I
hereby depose &8s follows:

l. I, TANAKA, Tadakatsu, was born in Yamaguchi Prefectura
on September 25, 190L. After graduating from the Military College,
I successively served as staff-offizer of verious units and was
then appointed adjutent of the .er Ministry end czonsurrently
secretary to the War Minister in February 1941, remsining in these
offices up to April 1943, Throughout the vhole ducavion of the
then Lieutenant-General KIMURs's tenure of office of the Vice War
Minister, I was &lvays with him and scsisted him as sz2retary
attached to the Vice Minister. Dusuwaents to be read or reviewed
by the Vice-Minister viere sll handled vy ne, except tuuse directly
brought and handed him by oftizers in chargs. Moreover, &s the
Vice-Minister used toc tell me of a grsate: part of wrut he
perticipated in and besides I wes in sttendesnce ot nizw in almost
all his dealings, I am fully familiar with & grescse part of
KIMURA's activities during his teaure of offize »f the Vice-Minister.

2. Before his assuartinon of office &s Vice-Minister,

General KIMURA vas in the s&uc office with General TCJO for about
8lx months as Direstor of the Lrinconce Bureau at thz % ime when .
[ =

virg this, KINURL never served in

TOJO was Vice War Minister. RExsep &V
the same government office, scheol or army with T0d), aad he has
had no connestion whatever with Geaeral TCTO politisally,
ideologically or indiyidually.

As to the resson for the appointment of Gansral KIMURA
to the post of Vice-Minister, I have hcard that it wes to make him
help the Minister in regard to the spesisl snd teshricel administra-
tion of arms which is his forte and #21s0 to urcr~is the intra-
Ministry harmony and coopersation through hla olc acquailnvenceship
with different bureau directors st the tLire 1ASL L Wl Sa/iT

of the Ordnan
s -Népe- 3 JURA he s j scture
which had notymeny - T P '8l notai @eniors.,

I am not sure:ywheth rtMralism
within the Arm¥y. B
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exclusively & genuine soldier 2hiefly engaged in ertillery
education, technical administration of arms end army coumnarder; and
did his best in the field of ordnence edministration with his
profourd knowledge and experience in this line.

During his tenure of office of the Vice-Minister, KIMURA
was not in a position to ylay his role nositively on account of
the surroundings at that tims. Minister T0J0U was well verscd in
military administration, ®sspecially proricient in business affairs,
besides being & men of spezial industry. ith "Command at the ;
heead of the column" and "Simplification end despatch of business"”
as nmottoes, he held power over principal bureau end department
chiefs and ordered them direst, and conducted business positively
end decisively. Most of these buresu snd department chiefs were
in their respective positions for a long time ana they vere all
skilled men of ability; so they were conducting busiiess prouptly
end correctly, faithfully couplying with the intention of the
Minister. Under such circunstances, the actual state of affairs
et that time was that Visce-Minister KIMURA neturally used his
8bility principally in the sphere of ordnance administration, in
which he wes well versed; and simultanecously endeavored to
facilitate the skilled and telented Minister as well as bureau &and
department chiefs to display their abilitics to the fullest externt.

I recollect a part of Ceneral EI?TURA's address &t a
farewell meeting held in March 1943 (18th year of SHOVA), vhen he
was trensferred from Vice-Minister to the post cof head of the
Ordnance Administretion Headyuarters, which follows.

"During my tenure of nffice of Vice-Minister, I thought
it proper for Le &g en assistant of Minister TOJO, to weke every
effort for business simplification and despatch as well as the
unity and concillation of the whole Mirnistry, in order to
contribute to the perfect realizetion of Minister TCJO's 'command
at the head of the column', and at the seme time facilitate bureau
and department chiefs giving full sgcope to their sbilities; and
I acted azcordingly. However, how I have been asppointed hesad of
the Ordnance Administretion Headquarters, so I will display my
ambition positively by means of the 'conrand et the head of the
columnt = « - ="

I believe these words of his are more then enouvgh to
reveal his freme of mind during lhis tenure of off'ice of tlie Vice-
Minister. Furthermore, I heerd him reveal similar exprescicns on
nz2casion, while I was in contect with nim as his secretary.

A8 Minjster TOJO was always extremely pressed with the
heap of verious miscellaneous business matters in addition to
important state affairs, ceremonial matters of &ll kinds aua other
misoellaneous businesses were almost sxclusively transcztea oy the
Visce-Minister so that the Minister may concentrate his encrgy
chiefly on important matters. Hence, the Vize-Minister wus alveys
uery busy too.

5. General T0JO, even after nis sssumption of office of
the Prime Minister and the concurrent Minister of Wer, abided by
Bis princinle of the "cowmmand at the head of tiae column® all the
more; and conduated the business of the Var Ministry himscl(
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promptly end with eXtrsordils
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was very short; end cthere was not & si
‘Mnister's sondaction of the funasti

gvern Gurillg onls

3Y it 2410 e an
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the word but was merely 1 iaison to 3 1] es8s8 reyorts
to the Minister ard Vice~liinister 0} rerent and department
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ahiefs sonsernirg watters in their respesiive
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Por ths rurpose of cstablishing sunotl business Of

bl ¢! 1irectors'! oonference wWas
the Vier r.iniste nsme end reelisy end he wa
in guidn even in ninor natters. Although ther
where th-= MilListTer w&s prevented from attending the
gonseql 2.t ne Vice-Minister presided over it, they were veiy
few anc the conference viss often given ujp because of the sbsence of
the Minister. Vhen the Minister wes gbsent, his secretary vsed to
make & rezord of the main points of the sonference to repeors it to
the Minister afterwerds.

I have no wemory of having heard &t either the bureau
direstors cnuference Or 8Ly other ozsesions during Ly tern oI
nffice in the War Minlstry any protest or informetion regerding 11)
treatment of prisoners of war.

(2) The cortents of the communication 1ii
name of the Vice-Minister by order of the Minister,
disyosal of prisoners of war at present (Court axhib
were revorted by Chief UZNURA of the I'risoner of Var
Division ¢% a bureau directors! conference,
gpproval wers obtained therefore direct from the I
LIS .

The KEMPEI or the militer) police 1is

eat control of the Minister of vier bas

serning the KEMPEI &nd the Vice-Ministe  \ler has no
rel it.
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g, The decision on the purport of "The Vice-linister's
communization by order of the Var Ministér concerning thie treatment
of the enemy &ir crew members who entered Jupan with the object 9f
raiding iuvs territory”, bearing RIKUMITSU (Th: ALLY :e?reﬁ} I'o. 2196,
dated July 2&, 1942 (Cnurt axhibit 1o, 1992) wes mude LY ths var
Vinister, with his consent given to the direst demand of the Chief
of the General Staff.
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9., The matters concerning the employvrent pof prisoners
of wer in the construction works of the Burma-Siam Railways were
decided through direct negotietions betvieen the Chief of the Genera
Staff end the Minister of Wer., The relative sonstruction order
was drafted end issued by the Genersal Staff-fffice:

10. The Vize-Minister of 'ur had no material counecstion
whetever with the drafting of the bill for the revision oi the
Disciplinery Lew for Prisoners of Var (Court Exnibit Ko. 1965-4).
To be more precise, the bill wes drafted and formulated by the
Bureaus and Sections soncerned to neet tne astual reguirement, end
witer sonsultations with the Legisletive Bureau, it was decided at
& Cabinet Council and ther approved by the Diet., The fact is thet
Vice-Minister KIMURA knew the bill &nd the reason thereof only @
few days prior to its introduction to the piet and that he
explained the reason before the Diet session.

11, Like Visze-linisters of other Linistries, Vice-Ministe:
KIMURA was entrusted with the task of either a member or &
sounsillor of various commuittees, but meny such comuittees were
ssteblished customarily in each Ministry end most of them were
rnly rooinal, Vice-Minister KIIURA did not ettend most ol these
commit ~e meetings, eand even if Le attended then on very rare
onsesi.ns, his attendance was nothing but formal or conventional.

12, Vice-Minister KIMURA did never &attend thg neet ings
of the coinetiders of the prisoner of wur camps in the Ministry of
War.

13, At the time when the Minister of Vear delivered
instructions to the Commander of the Zentsuji Division on
Mey 30, 1942 (Court Exhibit No. 1960), Vice-Minister KIMURA did rot
atterd on tne Linister's tour of inspestion. Nor did the Vice~
Minister perticipete in drafting the menuscript of the iustructions,

—HJ. ¥

14. I have never seen nor read "The Rerort on the Violent
Conducts in Malaya Peninsule" (Court Exhibit No. 476), nor mave I
heard of it from Vice-Minister KIMURA. Lo

15, I have never heard that Vice-Minister KIMURA
supported the Germen-Japanese Military Alliance.
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6. The contact of Vice-Minister KIMURA with tie Gerusrn
military orficers in Japan was limited to the exchsnge of
ceremcnial greetings or compliments on festival days end so forth.
He never met them on other business.
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Sentember 1947

At HARU-1ZACHI, SHOBU=-CHC, MINAIIe

SAITAl A=GUIT, SAITALMA-KEN

(s) TANAKA, Tedakatsu (seal)

I, ABE, Akira, hereby certify that the avove statement

the deponent, who arfixed his signeture and seal

was sworn by

thereto in the presence of this witness.

Cn the same date

A&t the saue place

WITVESS: 3) ABE, Akira, (seul)

CATH

In acsordanse with ny nscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholdirg notiuing snd edding nothing.

(s) TANAKA, Tadakatsu (seal)
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