Defense Document No. 2484 Exhe Noo__

.. 11 May 1946
INTERROGATION OF FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER W. NIMITZ, U.S. NAVY,

At the request of the International Military Tribunal the
following interrogatories were on this date, 11 May 1946, put to
Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, U. S. Navy by Lieutenant Commander
Joseph L. Broderick, U, S. Naval Reserve, of the International Law
Section, Office of the Judge Advocate General, Navy Department,
Washington, D. C., who recorded verbatim the testimony of the
witness.,

Admiral Nimitz was duly sworn by Lieutenant Commander Broderick

and interrogated as follows:

Q. What is your name, rank and present station?

A. Chester W. Nimitz, Fleet Admiral, United States Navy, Chief of
Naval Operations of the United States Navy.
What positions in the U. S. Navy did you hold from Decembe: '
until May 19457?
Commander-in-Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet.

Did the U. S. A. in her sea warfare against Japan announce

certain waters to be areas of operation, blockade, danger,
restriction, warning or the llike?

Yes. For the purpose ol . nd of operations against Japan the
Pacific Ocean areas werc acclared a theater of operations.

If yes, was it customary in such areas for submarines to attack
merchantmen without werning with the exception of her own and

those of her Allies?

Yes, with the exception of hospital ships and other vessels ur.ler

ngafe conduct" vovages for humanitarian purposes.

Were you under orders to do so?

Tﬁe Cﬁief of Naval Operations on 7 December 1941 ordered un-

restricted submarine warfare against Japan.

. /stamped_/ INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
NURNBERG, GERMANY

Doenitz EXHIBIT 100
FILED July 2, 1946
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5.Qs Was it customary for submarines to attack Japanese merchantmen

without warning - outside of announced operation or similar

areas since the outbreak of the war?

The reply to this interrogatory involves matters outside the
1imits of my command during the war; therefore I make no reply
thereto.

Were you under orders to do so?

The reply to this interrogatory involves matters outside the
limits of my command during the warj therefore I make no reply
thereto.

If the practise of attacking without warning did not exist since
the outbreak of the war, did it exist from a later date on?

From what date on?

The practice existed from 7 December 1941 in the declared zone

of operations,

Did this practise correspond to issued orders?

Yes.

Did it become known to the U, S. Naval authorities that Japenesn
merchantmen were under orders to report any sighted U. S. .
marine to the Japanese Armed Forces by radio? If yes, when

it become known?

During the course of the war 1t became known to the U, S. Naval
authorities that Japancse narthantmentin fact revorted by radin
to Japenese armed forces any information regarding sighting of

U. S. submarines.
Did the U. S. submarines thereupon receive the order to attack

without warning Japanése merchantmen, if this order did not
exist already before? If yes, when?
The order existed from 7 December 1941.
Did it become known to the U. S. Naval authorities that the
Japanese merchantmen were under orders to attack any U, S, sub~
marine in any way suitable according to the situation, for
instance by ramming, gun fire, or by depth charges. If yes,
when did it become known?
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Japanese merchantmen were usually armed and always attacked by

any available means when feasible.

Did the U. S. submarines thereupon receive the order of attack=
ing without warning Japanese merchantmen, if this order did not
already exist before? If yes, when?

The order existéd from 7 December 1941l.

Were, by order or on general principles, the U. S. submarines
prohibited from carrying out rescue measures toward passengers
and crews of ships sunk without warning in those cases where

by doing so the safety of the own boat was endangered?

On general principles the U. S. submarines did not rescue enemy
survivors if undue additional hazard to the submarine resulted
or the submarine would thereby be prevented from accomplishing
its further mission., U, S. submarines were limited in rescue
measures by small passenger=-carrying facilities combined with
the known desperate and suicidal character of the enemy.
Therefore it was unsafe to pick up many survivors. Frcquently
survivors were given rubber boats and/or provisions. Alrc
invariably survivors did not come aboard the submarine volun -

tarily and it was necessary to take them prisoner by force.

If such an order or principle did not exist, did the U. S.
submarines actually carry out rescue measures in the above=-

mentioned cases?

In numerous cases enemy survivors were rescued by U. S. sub=

marines.

In answering the above question, does the expression "merchant.-

men" mean any other kind of ships than those which were not

warships?

No. By "merchantmen" I mean all types of ships which were not
combatant ships. Used in this sense it includes fishing
boats, etc.

If yes, what kind of ships?

The last answer covers this question.

...-3.,
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17.Q. Has any order of the U, S. Naval authorities mentioned in the
above questionnaire concerning the tactics of U. S. submarines
toward Japanese merchantmen been based on the grounds of re=
prisal? If yes, what cordors?

The unrestricted submarine and air warfare ordered on 7
December 1941 resultcd from the recognition of Japanese tactics
revealed on that date, No further orders to U. S. submarines
concerning tactics tonrd Japanese merchantmen throughout the
war were based on reprisal, although specific instances of
Japanese submarines! committing atrocities toward U, S. merchant
marine survivors became known and would have Justified such a
course,

Had this order or have these orders of the Japanesa Government
been announced as reprisals?

The question i1s not clear. Therefore I make no reply thereto,
On the basis of vhat Japanese tactics was the reprisal cone
sldered justified?

The unrestricted submarine and air warfare ordecred by the

of Naval Opcrations on 7 December 1941 was Justified by the

Japanese attacks on that date on U, S§. bases, and on both

armed and unarmed ships rrd nationals, without warning or

declaration of war,
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The above record of my tcstimony has been examined by me on

this date and is in all respects accurate and true.

11 May, 1946 /s/ Chester W, Nimitz

CHESTER W, NIMITZ
Fleet Admiral, U. S. Navy

The witness, Chester W. Nimitz, Fleet Admiral, U, S. Navy, was
duly sworn by me prior to giving the above testimony and I do certify
that the above is a true record of the testimony given by him.

/s/ Joseph L. Broderick
JU b U, PRODERICK
Lieutenant Coumander, U. S,

Naval Reserve

11 May, 1946

Seal of the Nuvy Department of
he United Statcs of America_/

I, S. Paul A. Joosten, War Department, AGO0=~150639, do hereby

certify the above to be a true and correct copy of the original,

13 August 1947 /s/ Paul Joosten

S. PAUL A. JOOSTEN

Deputy General Secretary
International Military
Tribunal

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/@eb38a/




| REXER=RL | m

AR =R &Y "LEPERE+H K e N =

n!“lm/..‘

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/

DA N = )\ o

*N Bl - ~ ape : . ._ ,
- v ... . _. m x__,n .-w “_u..
& i s £ 2§ & - § = i w.n...w”.._ -

& 2r

y 32

~H
@
<
o
[ ~
o]
(=]
.
[ ]
Q




ERCtECcCmmBUEuERop R

HEERD  ZENR  SREFD v Dy 2
RO &0 R LERECL S I
.nn

Esaatg R e 0 BHQ

EADUEI MRS A

M ECEEs* LU I 4

sP& LR

Bt EIRXBCcELM o veLse

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/

= 1 > oA LS .
wuﬁf.ﬁmm_. \_n%m_.ﬂﬂmlw_ﬂumﬁmuﬁhmﬂﬂxa:k,“

f xrﬂy
[ s M) Doy
Fﬂm/\ﬂ—._il‘.v./&w
H-ax2HEPIOO

BFH | RELEIYRim
Nt ek CEREORENLE L oS CR VBRI T ED
' RUEMBELO VL TR CNAPSDP & 2o
R AL (O R C B CERA IRt 3R
Mnaa;uasg%n@kﬁmﬁMum»ﬁNL&w.

Def Don nesgg




Dof.Doc,p2484

FES vt 0B ELSIREY QAN Ko
WO NOARARSVY (O VVERGEFOLOREOBERYR - QH
XKUYVBRRouuwdsw VPQEBEEVNERBW(2HS°
yR° EHHURB VIRANVILZREHEAKELEINOVEMS yH-A TS
FOUKOPEONL 20 REHF KOO LRO Ko
W UL ERNEFERYEVYEIRE I +IIn Yoy SR

ko
¥ EC BOUECEROCELYERPL 02OV RANR K[
e YO U a°
PEC OKONERLEROEXNEIYRANBLEIRVYENNTRENY SR

PBrES LA RHBELNHDVYSORUS vy E” S RER2ESBER O
BRAUANVN VKON G200 U 4HARVIONBIELOPRRR
O

W DREFROKBLOERETRNaoBVYBEAGA IS 0EFIEE
EPYNOVPEHS YV VN E BHOEP rokERBERE
Q@ BRUNUNUKMNNO

0B YoV OREEXVUCORERVPETLOVFRABPREEFIRED

NE PWRR - REFRBYEYOLRVYVRISEE IRV RV
HULPQLESOHKONLOV L0 Ko

° REFCE I REIEF+IIm YD ROBYOLIPANC

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/




__Woaxoﬁ%f=mw BEORUHORHMVE( BT s’ 2ARKR
FRES VP ORERRUIEBEA R ERYREP QAL VS G
ﬂArm.,nn,_.._mmum P RNANNUEAR LSOV R U007 S0
NV NENY S~

W° Rk OEXRCHAEYEW 2V REaE R ZORNRLCEEVE LS LOR
M RN

[ &2° v v v & #EE MY wmiiEs ﬁar&ﬁ?&ﬁ%&&ﬂo
&7 D4 3 B R SV R UEEOL U QU
NI Qe 1 & 0O

ﬂo%@ﬁ%m.ﬁ;_@+:ﬁﬁm SWYOL2Y QO

IME° S REERE YU ( PR AN E ORI+ B2 BOES IR
HaWEL QX A HD e A Q2 s HOAPOHDOoOOKENELEY &
S OYRF o XREVE EL Tl I BB YT R oS R
NO VR0 Lo

W° HEVERCRL VS OPEXR IR SEBREEa” M2~ g
ELEXTOLKOHUHBUB R L 02 0BaY 87 GRE K%M
EEOHLERU MR ES N CHmb QO CREEXEORFE
BEL Q#Fz &g SIRMEFELITREPRIQOVEL2L2BOAV QB
SR CEFOR Q" .qum;.“w&oﬁmmﬁé%ﬂko v R ERE
@iﬁz%%Uéwa:em%%réokoltﬁﬁﬁ|r+ﬁm
RHERYE (o _h,%"cﬁmkiﬁﬁ&ﬁ.ﬁb.?\h?ﬁ.mmmn

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/

r
R

Dof.poc.p2484




Dof, poc, $2484

HOPEROLULUERg Y HOMROAVIVERY £ 0 v U R QE o0

_E\MeﬁAﬁ%E¥HMﬁ#EL&hﬁﬁKu\Lﬁo%%%%@

EXECRERSEEMN LR & 5

#o§<o$ﬁﬂﬂm$ﬁ%ﬁuﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁmxatﬁﬂah
*.m (1]
wnwmoEoﬁMoE#*m&&wﬁﬂdﬁh$!%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂon
wamﬁowoceﬁmwrﬁzow?

R R

B HA° K0S 4 [ES I NS A0 ERECSEY & ¢
POROFONAVPAN® VO HLYSEMN N SPESORDLY 900
K" E°weoR VL aVEE SR EHEORV LR Lo

W RESOHES w P T HE LAV PVvAP oo
¥ B DR ER Y B CH BE X OHSVEr+ e Yo RS
1&lwnﬁﬂﬁmﬂﬁﬁmﬁ%m@%ﬂﬁﬁ&h&t&ﬂlWLt
CHLPECRAL NI WAL PN VL ST VNOEL Y £ 0 & o

gaunm~$+:ﬂtﬂﬁ%3nhﬁﬂmmmﬁwmmﬁ§@
CHDRBw S NODREOHEEYEK 2 L20 P N0
mﬁ¢&mtraxeﬁ%nﬁ+awmmmL.Eﬁﬁ%mﬁmﬁm
ﬁ*hhkﬁ%rﬁmnnmLk%omkﬁqkextaxﬁmﬁ%
ﬁk@mﬂnog#zammxkﬁébﬁﬁmtmﬂumrath
%numxmmtﬁtﬁ&ﬁ#&thr%aﬂﬁe

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/




Def.poc, $:24 84

" HE O mKAEONCELFRHENVNSSCCELFLERNS

SO L Efmwmes 2k S ELCEERYL RS
Ko EMRIPERRHEYs VIR

CEEMREF I REET
IR LR EE EQUE
HBYsCpPpHEHRD

2]
i

b
=
U

b o A

& n @ &
7
Fi

[ -
gt E

(1™

tHN g —xNed~" wdn (FWJF)
E &« B 2 # R 2

P GREBR2EES s —xNed -~ dn»axdENHOo@EM:Y
MNE RS VN RELYOEEVHELYER L ELLEa~ > 2RE
QMDD YUMo SEEVAEARCVVYXETSHre» Q0 P S

I REKEH=+ ]

e

m

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/




. - .
o FET R T

2afNH2"Noh=na (BE)
CHEPE EEBRQIY

rx=REKE
BEEY © &

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8eb58a/

&R:nsﬂlL”:l.ala.rym;mﬁﬁnﬁa.o.OxluvnO
KNME) SREEHOERYLAPHESHEPARVINBET P e» 0¥
2R
| REFYTELK®m | iim
Hit " % —aH—" & —K KRN (3k§)

B LB

Def Dood2484






