
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE OF BIH 
SARAJEVO 
Numbcr: KT-RZ-19/08 
Sar:ljc\'o, 12 March 2008 

COURT OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
- Preliminary Hearing Judge -

PursUDnt to Anide 35(2)(h) and Anicle 226( I) of the Criminal Procedure Code of 
BiH, I hereby file the following 

INDICTMENT 

AGAINST ,IOVAN OSTOJIC, son of Vojin and mother Divka, born on 01 January 
1955 in Gornji Grbavei, municipality of Zvomik, 10 No. 03 GCC 6554, JM8 
0101955100108, completed Military Academy for the JNA Land Army in Belgrade, 
married, father of. tWO children, citizen of BiH and of the Republic of Serbia, of Serb 
nationality, left the Army with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, decorated with the 
Karadorde's star, 3M! class, residing in Banja Luka, Prote Todora Srdica, 6-A, currently in 
pre-trial custody under the Decision of the Coun of BiH No. X-KRN/08/504 dated 29 
February 2008, ordering custody until 28 March 2008. 

Because: 

From 14 July 1992, until 31 December 1992, within a widespread or systemmic auack of 
the SDS paramilitary formations and the Army of the so-called Serb Republic of Bosnia 
Herzegovina directed againsl the non-Serb civilian population of the so-called 
Autonomous Region of Krnjina, knowing of the existence of such nn anack, and knowing 
that by his actions he was taking pan therein, JOVAN OSTOJIC, in his copneilY of 
Commander of the 11th Krupa Light Infantry Brigade, knowingly purticipated in a Joint 
Criminal E with RADOV KARADZI MOMCI 

and Herlegovina and in the so-called Serb Municipalit)' of Bosanska Krupa sharing the 
purpose to link Serb-populated areas in BiH together, to gain and maintain control over 
those areas and to create a separate Bosnian Serb state, from which moSt non-Serbs 
would be permanently removed. 
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JOVAN OSTOJIC, bcing fully aware that thc c)(ecution of the pions of the above Joint 
Criminal Enterprisc would cntail either as a neccssity, or as a natural and foreseeablc 
consequencc all of the crimes that form pan of this indictment, by his aelS and omissions 
planned, instigated, ordered, perpetrated (including by panicipating in and contributing to 
thc abovc-dcscribed Joint Criminal Entcrprisc), or othcrwise aidcd and abcllcd in thc 
planning, prepanltion or c)(ccution, or failed to takc thc necessary and reasonable 
mcasures to prevcnt or punish the commission of criminal offcnecs by his d~ jllre or de 

!c,CIO subordinates over whom he had effectivc control when he knew or had reason to 
know that his de jure or de faCIO subordinates wcre about to commit such acts or had 
done so, thcreby furthering the purpose of the abovc mentioned Joint Criminal 
Enterprise, which resulted in the follOwing: 

I. Between 14 July and 21 August 1992 at least 36 persons of Muslim nationality, 
including both combatants and civilians, were detained for a protracted period of 
time in the Petar K<xic School, which served as the Brigade Prison for the 11th 

Light Infantry in unlWllienie 

a. The detainees were deprived of all their personal belongings, including 
identity papers, money and other valuables by some of the guards, all of 
whom were JOVAN OSTOJIC's subordinates, nO\8bly by 2.ELJKO 
SMOU,\NAC; 

b. 

c. The delainees were regularly forced 10 perform labor, including removing 
corpses, digging trenches, and cleaning the Sireets in Bosanska Krupa, 
being intentionall)' exposed ~limb, during which, at a 
house on Ihe hill of Hum, __ was foreed to sit on a 

iH he fired upon and died, whilst 
were killed by Serb 
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d. On or about 24 July 1992 who had been 
previously beaten on numerous occasions to the point that his wounds had 
become infected, wns beaten by PETAR SENlt, ZORA VKO 
NARANCIC and another guard, all of whom were JOVAN OSTOJIC's 
subordinates, and died a few minutes thereafter; 

e. On or about 28 July 1992 who had been previously beaten 
on numerous occasions, was given a poison by some guards who were 
JOVA N OSTOJ IC's subordinates, and died about two days thereafter; 

f. On or about 12 August 1992 JOJA PLAVANJAC, who was JOVAN 
OSTOJ IC's subordinate, entered the school during the guard shift of 
ZDRA VKO NARANCIC, 
wllereun'ln he killed 

g. On 21 August 1992 all of the detainees who had remained at the Petar 
Kotie School, 20 in number, were tied, blindfolded and brutally beaten, 
whereupon they were transferred to the detention camp of the 2nd Krajina 
Corps in Kamenica, having been funher beaten during the journey, where 
they were detained until 3 November 1992, during which time 

2. On 21 July 1992, in Skucani Vakuf, members of the Military Police of the I 
Krupa Light In all of 

with death if 
whereupon, on 22 July, 111111 
the laller surrendering instead of 

son Lu~ci Palankn and were then transponed to 
JasenicD where they were interrosated by members of the Military Police, 
including: MIROSLAV STANI<~:, MIROSLA V EGEWIC, MILE ORI.JACA aka 
TEHO, PETAR SENft, VLAOO VIGNJEVIC, and MOMIR GRUBISA, all of 
whom were JOVAN OSTOJICs subordinates, then they were kept in Jasenica for 
2 or 3 days during which they were severely beaten, before being transferred to 
the Petar Kotie School. 

Therefore, within a widespread or systematic attack directed against the non-Serb civilian 
population of the so-called Autonomous Region of Krajina, knowing of the existence of 
such an anack, and knowing that by his actions he was taking pan therein, with the iOlcOI 
to discriminate against his victims on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, or 
religious grounds, and in connection with the armed connict on the territory of Bosnin 
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and Herzcgovina, and as pan of 0 Joint Criminal Enterprise having the common purpose 
to link Serb-populated areas in BiH together, to gain and to maintain control over these 
areas and to create a separate Bosnian Serb state, from which moSt non-Serbs would bc 
permancntly removed in Joint Criminal Entcrprise hc panicipated togcthcr with 

MOMCILO KRAJISNI GOJKO 

and VRS mcmbers in thc so-callcd Serbian Republic of Bosnia and Hcrzegovina and 
the so-callcd Scrb Municipality of Bosanska Krupa, bcing a knowing panicipant in the 
implcmentation of thc plan of the above Joint Criminal Enterprise, bcing fully aware that 
thc exccution of the plan of the above Joint Criminal Enterprise would cntail either as a 
necessity, or as a natural and foresecable conscqucnce all of thc crimcs that form pan of 
this indictment, JOVAN OSTOJle by his acts and omissions planned, instigated, 
ordered, perpetrated (including by panicipating in and contributing to the above­
described Joint Criminal Enterprises), or otherwise aided and abened in the planning, 
preparation or execution of the crimes deseribed above; JOVAN OSTOJIC is also 
responsible by vinue of his position as de jllre or de faCIa superior for offences 
perpetrated by his de jltre or de faCIO subordinates over whom he had effective control, 
when he knew or hod rellson to know that his de jllre or de faCIO subordinates were about 
to commit such aclS, or had done so, and he failed to I8ke the necessary and reasonable 
measures to prevent or punish the perpetrators thereof; 

Whcrcby hc committcd: 

Pcrscclltion againstthc Muslim population of thc Municipality of Bosansk Krupa on 
political, racial, national, cthnic, cultural, religious grounds, contrary to Articlc 172 
<I) h), in connection with the following offences: 

For Count J 

o Murder, contrary to Anicle 172 (I) 0); 
o Forcible transfer. contrary to Anicie 172 (I) d; 
o Imprisonment, contrary to Anicle 172 (I) e); 
o Tonure, contrary to Anicle 172 (I) I); 
o Inhumane acts, contrary to Anicle 172 (I) k); 
o Killings, contrary to Anicle 173 < I) c); 
o Tonure and inhuman treatment, contrary to Anicle 173 (I) c); 
o Displacement, contrary to Anicle 173 (I) d); 
o Unlawful bringing in concentration camps and other illegal arrests and 

detention, contrary to Anicle 173 (I) e); 
o ('illage, contrary to Anicle 173 (I) I); 
o Forced labor, contrary to Ankle 173 (I) I); 
o Murder, contrary to Anicle 175 (I) 8); 
o Tonure and inhuman treatment, contrary to Anide 175 (I) a); 

For Count 2 
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o Imprisonment, conlrory 10 Ankle 172 (I) e); 
o Tonure, conlrary 10 Anicle 172 (I) f); 
o Tonure and inhuman lrealmenl, conlrary 10 Anicle 173 (I) c); 
o Tonure and inhuman lrealmenl, conlrary 10 Ankle 175 (I) a); 

All in relution to Articlc J80(J) and (2) o( thc RiH Criminal Codc. 

Thcrc(ore, 

I hcrcby mo,'c thc Court, pursuant to Articlc 23 (I) u) and (2) o( thc Criminal 
Procedure Code of Bosniu and Herugo"ina, to 

I. 

Schedule and conduct the main trial and to sumnlon the unendonce o( the (ollowing 
persons: 

The Proseculor oflhe Proseculor's Omce ofBIH; 

The Accused JOVAN OSTOJIC, currenlly deloined al lhe KPZ Kula; 

Milon Romanic, allomey-al-Iaw from Banja Luka, Defence Counsel for lhe Accused; 

II. 

Recei,'e E"idence as Follows 

a) To hcar thc (ollowing persons as witnesses: 

I. PWS-14 

PWS-35 

s 
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The witness refelTed to as PWS-92 is the subject of a protective measures ordered by 
Decision of the Coun of BiH No. X-KRN-OS/S04 of II March 200S. Copies of the 
original examination record, featuring detailed personal information of this protected 
witness are contained in the supporting materials provided to the Coun. 

The witnesses referred to as PWS-14 and PWS-3S are the subject of protective measures 
ordered by the ICTV. The Prosecution has been provided with their identities, personal 
information and evidence under condition of confidentiality. The Prosecution has 
requested the Icrv to issue an order variating protective measures for those witnesses, so 
that the Prosecution can be granted the right to disclose and use this confidential 
information in this case. Upon issuance of such an order, the Prosecution will request the 
Coun of BiH such protective measures as are necessary to comply with the conditions 
imposed b)' the ICTV on usage of these materials. As a precautionary measure pending 
decision on this maller, the Prosecution refers to these witnesses through the use of 
pseudonyms and does not enclose their statements given to the ICTV within the 
supponing materials. The Prosecution is also in the posseSSion of other statements of the 
witnesses referred to as PWS-14 and PWS-35 which are not covered by confidentiality. 
Copies of these examination records are contained in the supponing materials provided to 
the Coun. The names and personal information of those witnesses have been redacted in 
order to avoid unauthorized disclosure of confidential information provided by the ICTV. 

b) 10 inspecllhe following e\'itlence: 

I. Leller of the War Presidency of the Serb Municipality of Bosanska Krupa No. 
141/92 of29 April 1992, signed by Gojko KIi~kovi~; 

2. List of members of the 3rd TO Ballalion; 
3. Order no. 01/1-92 of 4 May 1992 from the Commander of the "Podgrme~" TO 

Brigade; 
4. Order no. 100-2 of 7 May 1992, from the Commander of the 1st Kmjina TO 

Brigade; 
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5. List of Persons who will until funher notice remain in detention in the Serb 
Municipality of BOS3nska Krupa, dated 19 Moy 1992, issued by the War 
Presidency of the Serb Municipality of Bosonska Krupa, with handwritten notes; 

6. List of Persons who will until funher notice remain in detention in the Serb 
Municipality of Bosanska Krupa, dated 19 May 1992, issued by the War 
Presidency of the Serb Municipality of BOS3nska Krupa; 

7. Repon on Interview with the Captive Suad Selic, dated 30 May 1992, from 
Miroslav Stanie: 

8. Law on Anny; 
9. Decision on Establishment, Scat and Compctences of Military Couns and 

Military Prosecutor Offices; 
10. Repon no, 154·1192 of 13 July 1992 from the Chiefof Intelligence and Security, 

Mile Drljaca; 
II. Regular Combat Rcpon no. 107·8, of 13 July 1992, from the Commondcr of the 

11th Light Infantry Brigade, Colonel VukaSin Donicie; 
12. Document no. 166·1/92 of 15 July 1992, from the Chief of Intelligence and 

Security, Mile Drljoea; 
13. Official Note by Slavko llie et al., on the occasion of visiting 130sonski Novi on 

15 July 1992 in order to locate and apprehend the extremists from the area of the 
Bosanska Krupa Municipality; 

14. Official Note of22 July 1992, from the Military Police Company, signed by Petar 
Senie and Miroslav Stanie; 

15. Banja Luka TV footage of Interview with and another 130snjak 
Captive; 

16. Telex No. 307·3 of 5 August 1992, from the Assistant Commander for 
Infomlation and Political Matters, Mladen Skenderija; 

17. Order No. 307·3 of 5 August 1992, from the Commander of the 2nd Krajina 
Corps, Colonel Grujo Boric 

18. Order No. 306·2/92 of 8 August 1992, from the Commander of the II th Krupa 
Light Infontr), Brigode (I copy typed, I copy handwritten); 

19. Order No. 349·1/92 of 18 AugUSt 1992, from the Commander of the 11th Krupa 
Light Infantry Brigade, Jovon Ostojic; 

20. Review of Commanding Officers of the Brigade; 
21. Order for Patrol No. 113/92 ond annexed Repon; 
22. Diar), 
23. Dial)' 
24. Dial)' 
25. Document No. 274145 of 15 December 1992, from the Depanment for OBP of the 

II th Krupa Light Infantl)' Brigade; 
26. Analysys of activities and com bot oct ions for 1992, handwritten, signed by Jovan 

Ostojic, Commander of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade; 
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I 

I' 

27. Document No. 399-2193 of 2 June 1993 from the Command of the 11111 Lighht 
Infantry Brigade, "Revicw ofOrdcr, Pcrformance and Discipline"; 

28. Aniclc from "Scrb Army" magazine, "Medals on Bosoms of Krajina Soldiers"; 
29. Order no.3-II of the Chief of General Staff of the Jugoslav Army; 
30. Request for Assistance of 10 Februnr)' 1994, signed by Joja Plavanjac; 
31. Decision No. 3S194 of 2S Februor)' 1994, from the President of the Executive 

Board of the Municipality of Krupa-na-Uni; 
32. Official Note No. Ki 1/96-RZ, ofS February 1996, concerning the Exhumation of 

33. Decision of the Municipal Coun of Sanski Most, No. R-697197 of 16 December 
1997; 

34. Decision of the Municipal Coun of Sanski Most, No. R-63/98 of II February 
1998; 

35. Record of the Investigative Judge of the Cantonal Coun in Biha~ No. Ki-1/97-RZ 
of 18.05.1998, on statement of \V;"n •• ,. 

36. Death Cenilicate 
37. Death Cenilicote 

39. Death cen i fieate for 
40. Death ceri lieotes for 
41. Minutes of Autopsy 
42.ICTY - Submission of the Corrigendum of the Expen Witness Repon,_ 

filed on 20 June 2002 and submission of an updated repon of thc Expen Witness 
No. IT -00-39-T of26.11.2004; 

43. Military devclopmenlS in thc Bosanska Krajina, expen repon by 27 
Novcmber 2002; 

44. ICTY Expcn Repon "VRS Brigade Command Responsibility", by _ -45. Transcript of the intcrview with Milorod Vjcstics doted 04.12.2002, ICTY office 
in Banjo Luka; 

46. Transcript of interview with Milorad Vjdtiea dated 27.02.2003; 
47. DNA Repon 
48. DNA Repon 
49. DNA Repon 
50. Record of suspect examination -Miroslav Vjestica, Prosecutor's Office of Unsko­

Sanski Canton No. KT-147192-RZ dated 23.12.2004; 
51. Record of suspect examination -Miroslsv VjeSlica, Prosecutor's Office of BiH 

No. KT-1/05-RZ dated 04.05.2005; 
52. Record of suspect examination -Mirosla\' VjeStica, Prosecutor's Office of BiH 

No. KT-I/OS-RZ doted 06.0S.2005; 
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53. Record of the Proseculor's Office of BiH No. KT-RZ-1I05 of 26.07.2005 on 
Slnlemenl of Wilness Jovan OSlojic; 

54. DNA Repon for 
55. Lener from the lhird Police AdminislTBlion of the Una-Sana Canlon No. 05-1/08-

1-428/07 of28 June 2007; 
56. Lener of the Dislricl Proseculor Office of Banja Luka: No. A-534/07 of 23 

January 2008; 
57. Personal file and Unil file of: 

a. Zdrovko Narontic; 
b. Mile Drljata; 
c. Pelar Senic; 
d. '-eljko Smoljanac; 
e. Momir Grubi~; 
f. Joja Plavanjac; 

58. Record of the Proseculor's Office of BiH No. KT-RZ-19/08 of 29.02.2008, on 
examinalion of Suspecl Jovan OSlojic; 

RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

Be/eva", Backgro/lnd f9C/$ 

Slaning from Summer 1991, the SDS-dominaled Serb Leadership oflhe MunicipalilY of 
Bosanska Krupa (SMBK leadership), led by Gojko Klitkovic, undenook eXlensive aClS 
and preparolions with lIle aim of panilioning the legally eSlablished MunicipalilY of 
Bosanska Krupa and eSlablishing the so-called Serb MunicipalilY of Bosanska Krupa 
(SMBK) as an area populaled by an absolule Serb majorilY, where Serbs could assen 
absolule eOnlrol in all areas of power and adminislnuion. As pan of such preparalions, 
lhe 5MBK leadership eSlablished and organized the Terrilorial Defence Brigade of lhe 
5MBK (SMBK TO). 

On 21 April 1992, the 5MBK leadership, lhrough the 5MBK TO, launched an allack on 
lhe lown of Bosanska Krupa with the aim lO forcefully implemenl the panilioning of lhe 
Municipalily which required the elhnic cleansing of the enlire areD of the MunicipalilY of 
Bosanska Krupa laying lO the riChl side oflhe river Una. The implemenlalion orchis aim 
resulted in the perseculion of the Muslim populalion during the period from 21 April 
1992 unlil the end of 1992 by way of forceful lransfer, arbilrol")' arreSlS and delention. 
lonure and olher forms of physical and menlal abuses. 

Following a requesl by Gojko Klitkovic lo the commander of the lOth Corps of the JNA, 
as of4 May 1992lhe 5MBK TO was pUl on the slrenglh oflhe JNA lOth and commanded 
by Colonel Vuka~in Oanitic. Following the wilhdrowal of the JNA from BiH and lhe 
eslablishmenl of the Army of Republika Srpska (VRS), the 5MBK TO W85 renamed 11th 
Krupa Lighl Infanlry Brigade and it \Vas put on the slrength of the 2nd VRS Krajina Corps 
as of 2 June 1992. In July 1992 Oanitic requesled lO be relieved of his dUlies (for 
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personal reasons) and JOVAN OSTOJIC was scnt by the VRS General Staff to replacc 
him. JOVAN OSTOJIC became the effective Commander of the 11th Krupa Light 
Infantry Brigade on 14 July 1992, retaining that role throughout the entire war. At all 
timcs matcrialto this Indictment the 5MBK leadership maintained a degrcc of innuence 
ovcr the Army units stationed in the 5MBK. 

Crimes cpmmilled al the Peror Katie Elel/l/!/lwo'School. U JIIII' - ] I A //gust 

From I May until 21 AugUSt 1992 the Petar K~i~ School (PKS) in Bosanska Krupa was 
used as a prison by the the 5MBK civilian and military authorities. At least 77 persons of 
Muslim nationality, including both combatants and civilians, were detained for ;; 
protracted period of time in the PKS. 

The PKS was guarded b)' the Military Police, notably b)' IWO different platoons 
commanded by MOMO GRUBISA and MILE CAZIC. Amongst the Military Policemen 
"110 were guarding thc PKS, thc following were identified: ZDRA VKO NARANCI,C, 
MIROSLAV DESNICA, LUKA DESNICA, PETAR TODIC, DURO BESLAC, 
2.ELlKO BRCIN, ZORAN MALESEVIC, 2.ELJKO MANDIC, DARIO GRUBISA, 
MILE KERKEZ, VA SO JEl., BORO SKORIC, NEBOJSA KACA VENDA, ZORAN 
BRtIN, GO RAN SEVO, MLADEN KUAIC, MIROSLAV JERKOVIC, RADOVAN 
PETROVIC, DUSKO JAKSIC, BRANE RADENOVIC, DRAGO SENIC and ZORAN 
MARtETA. 

On the day when JOVAN OSTOJIC assumed command of the 
cri:soners detained in t . Ten of those nannel'v: 

had been captured by the 5MBK TO during the ethnic cleansing of the K, 
been detained on orders of the War Presidency and the Provisional Military Coun (PMC). 
All of the other dctainces had bccn~e Ann)' in the course of subsequent 
military operations, spccifieally: _ had been captured on 28 May, 

males had been captured between 12 and 14 July. All the detainees were detained undcr 
very poor and unhygienic conditions and thcy wcre insufficently fed. 

Upon arrival at the PKS thc detainees were deprived of all their personal belongings, 
including identity papers, money and other valuables by some of the guards, notabl)' by 
~ELJKO SMOLJANAC. 

Sometimes the prisoners were taken to 
River to bathe and they were foreed into the very cold river even if they could not swim. 

10 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8f6d13/



Forced fighlS and brulal games bel ween lhe prisoners, or be[ween lhe prisoners and [he 
guards, were commonplace allhe PKS. Soldiers oflhe II'" Krupa Lighl Infanlry Brigade 
were allowed 10 emer lhe PKS and 10 abuse lhe prisoners al leisure. Among5l1he soldiers 
involved in lhese abuses were: 2.ELJKO SMOWANAC, PETAR KARANOVIC, 
SKORO STRBAC, NENAD NEDIMOVIC, ZDRA VKO NARANCIC, MILE KOTUR, 
VASO PELAGIC, PERO LNU aka "Sniper", 2.EWKO MANDIC, ZORAN MARCETA, 
DJURO BESLAC and on unidenlified person referred 10 as "Inspeclor". The delainees 
were also subjecled 10 eleclric shocks by E>URO BESWAC, MIROSLA V DESNICA, 
and FNU TODIC. 

The delained of lhe PKS were regularly forced 10 perform various forms of labor, 
including removing corpses, digging lrenches, and cleaning lhe SlreelS in Bosanska 
Krupa. Whilsl doing labor lhe caplives were inlemionally exposed 10 dangers 10 life and 
limb. Various incidenls occurred while lhe delllinces were perfonnini forced labor: on 
one or more dales, al a house on lhe hill of Hum, I I was forced 10 Sil 

cannon aimed al he was fired upon and died, whilsl _ 

On 16 Jul)' 
police on 15 
lhe PKS. 

were killcd Serb soldiers. Their corpses were 
slill buried, while 

were exchanged in 1994 and 

who had been caplured in Bosanski Novi by lhe civilian 
handed over 10 lhe Mililary Police whereupon he was delained al 

1992 members of lhe Mililary Police of lhe Illh 

Iy lhe rsl 
As for lhe olhers, lhe Mililary Police members lhrealened 
did nOl surrender lhe following da)'. Therefore on 22 July 

lhe laller surrendering inslead reponed 10 
in Lu~i Palanl(8. The caplives were nOl given a reason or an order juslifying 

lheir arres!. They were lransferred [0 lhe elememary school in Jasenica and 10 lhe local 
communily building where lhey were inlerrogaled one by one by members oflhe Mililary 
Police, including: MIROSLAV STANIC, MIROSLAV EGELJIC, MILE DRLJACA aka 
TEHO, rETAR SENIC, VLADO VIGNJEVIC, and MOMIR GRUBISA. They were kepI 
in Jasenica for 2-3 days, during which lhey were severely bealen and laken by lhe 
mililary policemen 10 look for hidden weapons in lheir Muslim villages, whereupon lhey 
were lronsferred 10 lhe Pelar Katie School in Bosanska Krupa. 

was onen heavily bealen, and his wounds became infecled. On or 
some delainees asked lhe guards 10 call a doclor 10 lreal __ 

ZDRA VKO NARANCIC and anolher guard all of whom were 
10 anolher room where lhey severely 

was lhen relumed wilh lhe olher caplives and died a few 
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minutes thercafier. His body was buried by Muslim prisoners in Lipik, from where it was 
exhumed on 8 February 1996. 

was often heavily beaten by the guards. On a date around 28 July 1992 
some guards who were subordinates of the Accused administered him some purponed 
medicine, ostensibly to heal his wounds. His conditions deterioruted and he died about 
two days thereafier. His body was buried by Muslim prisoners in Lipik, from where it 
was exhumed in 1996. 

On or about 12 August 1992 JOJA PLA VANJAC, a senior Officer in the II III Krupa 
Light Infantry Brigade, entered the school during the guard shift of the Milil8ry 
Policeman ZORA VKO NARANCIC, and he shot dead II captives of Muslim 
nationality. Ten of those captives were a group of ABiH soll~~~ 
who hod been 12 and 4 Jul 

and 2 unidentified males. The other 
victim WIIS called TOFIK Afier the murder, the bodies were loaded onto a lorry 
and taken away by the guards and buried in the moss grave "Jama ZveCarka" in Lusci 
Palanka, from where the)' were exhumed in 2006. JOJA PLA VANJAC was immediately 
brought to the Brigade Command in Jasenicli where he was received by JOVAN 
OSTOJIC and the Chief of Staff ZDRA VKO MARCETA. JOVAN OSTOJIC failed to 
take any measure to punish JOJA PLAVANJAC or ZORA VKO NARANCIC for their 
actions. 

On 21 August 1992 all of the detainees who had remained at the Petar KoCi~ School, 20 
in number, were tied, blindfolded and brutally beaten, whereupon they were transferred 
to the detention camp of the 2nd Krajina Corps in Kamenica, having been funher beaten 
during the journey, where they were detained until 3 November 19~ 

were funher and at least four of them including __ 
all of whom were e.~humed 

from the mass grave "Jamo GolubnjaCo", in Orvar, in 2001. 

JOWl/! Os/oile 's aworeness or/Ire qxls!enfe nr/lre PM 

When interviewed as a witness in the investigation agoiost Miroslav Vje~tiC4, JOVAN 
OSTOJIC stated that he was not aware of the existence of the PKS. The investigation has 
amply proven that, at all times from his arrival in Bosansko Krupa, he was fully aware of 
the existence of the PKS and of the presence of prisoners there. This conclusion is 
supponed, illll!r uliu, by the following averments and evidence: 

o The statement of Vuka~in OaniCi~. to the effect that he and JOVAN OSTOJIC 
worked together for a few days i~ order for OSTOJIC to get appraised of all 
mUliers relevant to the Brigade, and that OSTOJIC was present when Vuka~in 
sent 8 telegram to the 2nd Krajina Korps concerning the capture of 8 Muslim 
prisoners on 13 July 1992; 
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o The fact that on JOVAN OSTOJIC's first day as Brigade Commander, tWO more 
Muslim men were captured. Their capture was reponed by OSTOJIC's 
immediate subordinate, Mile Drljafu, to the Chief of Intelligence and Security of 
the 2nd Krajina Corps. It is illogical and contrary to the established procedure thot 
OSTOJIC's superiors would be informed of a capture within his Brigade, whilst 
he would not. 

o The fact that more Muslim men were captured and processed by JOVAN 
OSTOJIC' subordinates in Jasenica, just few metres from OSTOJIC's Command 
Omce, in the first weeks following his arrival, namely: one man on 16 July 1992, 
and 8 more men between 21 and 24 July 1992 

o The fact that on 5 August 1992 JOVAN OSTOJIC received two orders from the 
Corps Command establishing procedures for PoWs, including the foct that the 
Brigades should have collection centres where prisoners could be detained up to 
48 hrs before being transponed to the Corps. One of those Orders wams the 
Brigade Commanders not to allow collection centres to be turned into Camps, 
and of the possibility that civilians could have been detained. JOVAN OSTOJIC 
copied by hand one of those orders, and relayed it to his subordinates on 8 
August 1992. 

o The fact that on 12 August 1992 JOVAN OSTOJIC was immediately informed 
of the crime committed by Joja Plavanjac in the PKS (see below). 

o The fact that on 21 August 1992 the remaining prisoners were transferred to the 
Camp established at the Corps level. This transfer could not hove happened 
without JOVAN OSTOJIC's knowledge and approval. 

Jnl'OIl OSloj;c's d/lo' 10 prel'f!lIl or mll/i.flr crimes COli/milled hi' his s/lhnrdilloleS (II ,Ire 

f.!SJ 

Upon IlIking over responsibility for the Brigade. and being informed about the existencc 
of the PKS. it was JOVAN OSTOJIC's duty to vigilate over this detention centre, in 
order to ensure thc correct treatment of the prisoners, in confom1ity with the applicable 
provisions of international Isw, in panicular of the 1949 Geneva Convcntion~. As a 
truined professional soldier, considering the fact that the Brigade was mostly staffed with 
reservists, and that he had a low professional opinion of the Chief of Intelligence and 
Security Mile Drljafa, JOVAN OSTOJIC should have been panicularly on notice of the 
possibility that crimes could take placc in the PKS. Moreover, the rumours coneeming 
beatings and "spccialtrcatments" of cenain captives were an open secret in Krupa. 

JOVAN OSTOJIC was immediately informed of the murder of II prisoners com milled 
by Joja Plavanjac at the PKS on 12 August 1992. Plavanjac was deprived of his libeny 
and brought before OSTOJIC. It was JOVAN OSTOJIC's responsibility, and well within 
his powers, to order the Origade's security organ to carry out an investigation and prepare 
a criminal repon to be forwarded to the Military Prosecutor in Oanja l.uka, together with 
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the Accused. He completely failed to do so, and instead of reponing Plavanjac hc 
appointed him to a ncw duty just few days later. No one else was rcponed or prosecuted 
in connection with that cvent, not even Zdravko Naranti~, the Military Policeman during 
whose guard shift the crime happencd. 

Existence of on International Armed Conflict 

At all times between 14 July and 31 December 1992 there was an international armed 
conflict on the territory ofBiH, in the ARK and in the 5MBK. 

Widespread or Systematic Allack 

The campaign of persecutions in Bosanska Krupa in 1992 was pan of a larger widespread 
or systematic allack on the Bosniak and Croatian populations of the ARK. In the case of 
The ProsecutOr vs. Radoslav Brdanin (Case No. IT -99-36), the Trial Chamber of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia established that: 

(T]here was a widespread or s)'Stematic anack against the Bosnian Muslim and 
Bosnian Croat civilian population in the Bosnian Krajina during the period 
[between I April 1992 and 31 December 1992). The anack took many forms. By 
the end of 1992, nearly all Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats had been 
dismissed from their jobs in, amongst others, the media, the army, the police, the 
judiciary and public companies. Numerous crimes were committed against 
Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats, including murder, tonure, beatings, rape, 
plunder and the destruction of propeny. Villages were shelled, houses were 
torched and looted. In the spring of 1992, a number of detention camps where 
Bosnian Muslim and Bosnian Croat civilians were arrested and detained ell masse 
were established throughout the ARK. In several instances, mass killings of 
civilians took place. Moreover, a policy of "ethnically cleansing" the ARK of its 
non-Serb population was systematically implemented by the Bosnian Serbs. 
Indeed, tens of thousands of Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats were forcibly 
expelled from the ARK by the Bosnian Serbs and taken in convoys of buses and 
trains to Bosnian Muslim held territory in BiH or to Crolltiu. 

MATERIAL SUPPORTING THE ALLEGATIONS OF THE INDICTMENT 

I. Record of the Cantonal Coun Bihat No. Ki:U97-R7.. of 27.09.2000 on statement 
of Witness PWS-14; 

2. Record of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH No. KT-R7..-1/05 of 11.02.2005 .on 
statement of Witness PWS-14; 

3. Record of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH No. KT-R7..-I/OS of 08.02.2005 on 
statement of Witness PWS-35; 

4. Record of the Cantonal Coun Bihac No. Ki. 1/97 - RZ of 27.09.2000 on 
statement of Witness PWS-35; 
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5. Record of the ProseculO(S Office of BiH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 21.04.2005 on 
Slalemenl of Wilness_ 

6. Record of the Prose5=.!!.!.Q.~ H No. KT·RZ-1/05 of 12.04.2005 on 
Slalemem of Wilness 

7. Record of the Proseculo(s Office of Bil-l No. KT·RZ·100/06 of 31.05.2007 on 
Sl8lemem of Wilness 

8. Rccord of the Prosc~e of Bil-! No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 08.02.2008 on 
Sl8lcmcm of Wilncss ~ 

9. Record of the ProseculO(S H No. KT.RZ·100/06 of 31.05.2007 on 
Sl8lemcnl of Wilncss 

10. Record of the Proseculo(S Office of BiH No. KT·RZ·100/06 of 23.11.2007 on 
Sl8lcmenl of Wilness PWS·92; 

II. Record of the Prose~!!.!.Q.~ 
SIOlemenl of Wilness 

12. Record of lhe Prose.f.l!!.Q;~ 

slOlemenl of W 

No. KT·RZ·100/06 of 07.12.2007 on 

No. KT·RZ-1/05 of 21.01.2008 on 

13. Record of lhe Proseculor's Office of BiH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 17.01.2008 and 
24.01.2008 on SIOlemenl of \U; •••••• 

14. Record of the ProseculOr'S Office of BiH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 04.02.2008 on 
Sl8lemenl of Wilness_ 

IS. Record of lhe ProseCUlor's Office of BiH No. KT-RZ·1/05 of 8.02.2008 on 
Sl8lemem of Wilness_ 

16. Record of the ProseculOr'S Office of BiH No. KT-RZ·1/05 of 11.02.2008 on 
Slnlemenl ofWilness_ 

17. Record of the Proseculor's Office of BiH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 13.02.2008 on 
Sl8lemenl of Wilness_ 

18. Record of lhe iH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 13.02.2008 on 
Sl8lemenl of WII","" 

19. Record of the BiH No. KT·RZ·1/05 of 13.02.2008 on 
slOlemenl of Wi 

20. Record oflhe Proseculor's Office of BiH 100/06 and KT·RZ·1/05 of 
04.03.2008 on Sl8lemenl of Wilness 

21. Record oflhe ProseCUIO(S Office ofBiH No. KT·RZ·100/06 and KT·RZ·1/05 of 
03.03.2008 on SIOlemenl of Wi mess _ 

22. Record of the BiH No. KT·RZ·19/08 of 07.03.2008 on 
Slau:menl of Willne,ss 

23. Lener of the War Presidency of lhe Serb Municipali!)' of BOSllnska Krupa No. 
141/92 of29 April 1992, signed by Gojko KIi~kovi~; 

24. LiSI of members oflhe 3rd TO B8nalion; 

25. Order no. 01/1·92 of 4 May 1992 from the Commander of lhe "Podgnnec" TO 
Brigade; 
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26. Order no. 100-2 of 7 May 1992, from lhe Commander of the lSI Krajina TO 
Brigade; 

27. Lisl of Persons who will unlil funher nOlice remain in delention in lhe Serb 
MunicipalilY of Bosanska Krupa, daled 19 May 1992, issued by lhe War 
Presidency of lhe Serb MunicipalilY of Bosanska Krupa, wilh handwrinen nOlCS; 

28. !.iSl of Persons who will unlil funher nOlice remain in delenlion in lhe Serb 
MunicipalilY of Bosanska Krupa, daled 19 May 1992, issued by lhe War 
Presidency of lhe Serb MunicipalilY of Bosanska Krupa; 

29. Repon on Interview wilh lhe Caplive Suod Sefi~, daled 30 May 1992, from 
Miroslav Slanic: 

30. Law on Anny; 

31. Decision on ESlablishmenl, Seal and Compelences of Milillll)' Couns and 
Mililary Proseculor Offices; 

32. Repon no, 154-1/92 of 13 July 1992 from lhe Chief of Inlelligence and Security, 
Mile Drlja~a; 

-, 
33. Regular Combal Repon no. 107-8, of 13 July 1992, from lhe Commander of lhe 

Illh Lighl Infanlry Brigade, Colonel Vuka~in DaniCi~; 
34. Document no. 166-1/92 of 15 July 1992, from lhe Chief of Intelligence and 

Security, Mile Drlja~n; 
3S. Official NOle by Slavko lIi~ el aI., on lhe occasion of visiting Bosanski Novi on 

IS July 1992 in order 10 locale and apprehend lhe eXlremisls from lhe area of lhe 
Bosanska Krupa MunicipalilY; 

36. Official NOle of 22 July 1992, from lhe Mililary Police Company, signed by Pelar 
Senic nnd Miroslav Slnni~; 

37. Banja Luka TV foologe of Interview wilh and anolher Bosnjak 
Caplive; 

38. Telex No. 307-3 of S AuguSl 1992, from lhe Assislam Commander for 
Inform31ion and Polilical Maners, Mladen Skenderija; 

39. Order No. 307-3 of S AuguSl 1992. from lhe Commander of lhe 2nd Krajina 
Corps, Colonel Grujo Boric 

40. Ord~r No. 306-2/92 of 8 Augusl 1992. from lhe Commander of lhe Illh Krupa 
Lighl Infanlry Brigade (I copy lyped, I copy handwrillen);; 

41. Order No. 349-1/92 of 18 Augusl 1992, from lhe Commander oflhe Illh Krupa 
Lighl Infantry Brigade, Jovan OSlojic; 

42. Review of Commanding Officers oflhe Brigade; 
43. Order for Palrol No. 113/92 and annexed Repon; 
44. Dial)' 
4S. Dial)' 
46. Diary 
47. Documem No. 274/45 of IS December 1992, from lhe Depanmem for OBP oflhe 

Illh Krupa Lighl Infamry Brigade; 
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48. Analysys ofaclivilies and combal aClions for 1992, handwrillen, signed by Jovan 
OSlojic, Commander oflhe Illh Lighllnfanlry Brigade; 

49. Documenl No. 399·2193 of 2 June 1993 from Ihe Command of Ihe 11111 Lighhl 
Infanlry Brigade, "Review of Order, Perfonnance and Discipline"; 

50. Anicle from "Serb Anny" magazine, "Medals on Bosoms of Krajina Soldiers"; 
51. Order no. 3·11 of Ihe Chief of General Siaff oflhe Jugoslav Anny; 
52. RequeSI for Assislance of 10 February 1994, signed by Joja Plavanjae; 
53. Decision No. 35194 of 28 February 1994, from Ihe Presidenl of Ihe Executive 

Board of the Municipality of Krupa·na·Uni; 
54. No. Ki 1196·RZ, of8 February 1996, concerning the Exhumation of 

55. Decision of Ihe Municipal Coun of Sanski Most, No. R·697/97 of 16 December 
1997; 

56. Decision of the Municipal Coun of Sanski Most, No. R-63/98 of II February 
1998; 

57. Record of the Invesligative Judge oflhe Cantonal Coun in Bihac No. Ki·II97·RZ 
of 18.05.1998, on statement of Willnp,~, 

58. Death Cenificate 
59. Death Cenificote 
60. Death cerilicates for 
61. Death cenilicale for 
62. Death eerilieales for 
63. Minutes of Autopsy 
64. ICTY - Submission of Ihe Corrigendum of Ihe Expen Witness Repon, D.Hanson, 

filed on 20 June 2002 and submission of an updated repon of the Expen Witness 
No. 11'·00·39·1' of26.11.2004; 

65. Military developments in the Bosanska Krajina, expen repon by 
November 2002; 
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66. ICTY Expen Repon "VRS Brigade Command Responsibility", by_ -67. Tnlnscripi of Ihe interview with Milonld Vjeslica doted 04.12.2002, ICTV office 
in Banjo Luka; 

68. Transcripi of interview wilh Milored Vje~tica dated 27.02.2003; 
69. DNA Repon for 
70. DNA Repon for 
71. DNA Repon for 
72. Record of suspect examination -Miroslnv Vjesticn, Proseculor's Office of Unsko· 

San ski Canlon No. KT· I 47192·RZ dated 23.12.2004; 
73. Record of suspeci e.~aminalion -Miroslav Vjestica, Prosecutor's Office of BiH 

No. KT· II05·RZ dated 04.05.2005; 

17 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8f6d13/



74. Rccord of suspcct cxamination -Miroslav Vjcstica, Prosccutor's Office of BiH 
No. KT -1/05-RZ dated 06.05.2005; 

75. Rccord of the Prosccutor's Officc of BiH No. KT-RZ-1/05 of 26.07.2005 on 
statcmcnt of Witness Jovan Ostojic; 

76. DNA Repon for_ 
77. Leller from the third Police Administration of the Una-Sana Canton No. 05-1/08-

1-428107 of 28 June 2007; 
78. Lener of the District Prosecutor Office of Banja Luko, No. A-534/07 of 23 

January 2008; 
79. Personal liIe and Unir liIe of: 

a. Zdravko Naron~it; 
b. Mile Drljaea; 
c. Petnr Senic; 
d. £eljko Smoljannc; 
e. Momir Grubi~; 
f. Joja Plavanjac; 

80. Record of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH No. KT-RZ-19/08 of 29.02.2008, on 
examination of Suspect Jovan Ostojit; 

I'IWI'OSAL fOR PRE-TRIAL DETENTION fOLLOWING CONFIRMATION 
Of THE INDICTMENT 

Based upon the resulls of the investigation conducted by the Prosecutor's Offiee of BiH 
there is grounded suspicion that the Accused Jovan Ostojic commilled the criminal 
offence with which he is charged. 

The pre-trial custody of the Accused was initially granted by the Decision of the Coun of 
BiH - Preliminary Proceedings Judge - on 29 February 2008, on the grounds referred to 
in Anicle 132 (I) (a) and (b) for a period of one month, in accordance with Anicle 135 
(I ). 

Pursuant to Aniclcs 227 (3) and 137 (I) of the BiH CPC the Prosecutor's Officc ofBiH 
proposes that, following confinnatioll of the Indictmclll, the dctcntion of the Accused, 
Jovan Ostojic be extend cd for the duration specified in Anicle 137 (2) (d) for the grounds 
provided for in Anicles 132 (I) (a) and (b) of the BiH CPC. 

Anjcle Ul (J) M: Risk ufAbwJ!!djl/f( 

With regard to the legal grounds for detention prescribed under Anicle 132 (I) a) of the 
BiH CPC the Prosecution emphasizes that the crime which the Accused is charged with 
carries a minimum penally of 10 years imprisonment or long tenn imprisonment. The 
Accused's position of superior responsibility is likely to nggraV8te an)' sentence given 
should he be convicted. Given rhe gravity and stigma of the crime and the potential 
sentence that it entails the Accused has a Slrong motive to evade prosecution b), neeing. 
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The fact that the Accused has resided in Banja Luka until now without Oight is not truly 
relevant in this case. The case being brought against the Accused is principally 
constructed on the basis of Joint Criminal Enterprise and Superior Responsibility in the 
crimes named rather than direct physical perpetration of those crimes. It is respectfully 
submitted that the Accused did not forsee a true likelihood of prosecution applying to him 
and therefore did not consider Oight until he was arrested. 

The Accused is retired and has no job to tie him to Bosnia and Her7.egovina. 

The Accused has Serbian citizenship as well as Bosnian and Herlegovinian citizenship 
and con reside in Serbia whenever he wants. Serbia does not e.~tradite its citizens. The 
Republic of Serbia is a shon drive from Banja Luka. The Accused's pension is paid from 
Serbia. 

Fonner colleagues and military associates of his from the time of his Command in 
Bosunska Krupa live in Serbia, these include the murderer, Joja Plavanjac who has a 
strong incentive to assist and shelter him if he chooses to nee. The Accused's fornler 
military associates, Vuka~in Dani~ic and Grujo Boric reside in Serbia. The Accused has a 
strong motive to nee to Serbia and to contact these men face to face. rogether with them 
and other local military colleagues of theirs they will be much bener able to falsify facts 
and evidence so as to create an untrue but credible explanation to show that the Accused 
had no knowledge of crimes and to explain why Plavanjac was not punished. This fact 
also hIlS double relevance as it also relates to the second ground for custody under 132 (I) 
(b). 

Taking into consideration all these circumstances and considerations, the Prosecution 
concludes that there is a real risk, and not only a mere possibility, to fear that the 
Accused, if released, would not voluntarily respond to a Coun summons and that he 
would nee across the border to Serbia and thus become unavailable to the Coun of BiH. 
Accordingly, the Prosecution submits that there are grounds for ordering custody under 
Anicle 132 (I) (a) of the CPC ofBiH. 

Ankle I Jl (/) (bI: Risle ofHillderillg 'he II/Ullin' 

With regnrd to the grounds for custody under Anicle 132 (I) (b) of the CPC the 
Prosecution consider:; that there are very valid reasons to fear that the Accused, if 
released, might hinder the proceedinUs by innuencing the witnesses, accessories or 
accomplices. 

Although the general crimes described above are testified to by mony witnesses the 
evidence that directly implicates the Accused as Commander is limited to the evidence of 
only a few witnesses, all of whom were either his fellow soldiers, friends or associates. 
Equally, potential documentary evidence derives from VRS military archives in Banja 
Luka where the Accused resides. If the Accused is at libeny, with his status Dnd military 
seniority, he will be uniquely placed to adversely innuence witnesses and hann the 
evidence. All the evidence that the Prosecution has collected during the investigation 
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needs 10 be repealed allhe main lrial. The Accused's powerful innuence on wilnesses can 
persuade Ihcm 10, wilh-hold leslimony, aller leslimony, wilh-hold rclevanl delails in 
Icslimony or 10 ignore Proseculion summons. h can also rcsuh in Ihe ahcralion, removal 
or deslruclion of documents or Ihc crcaliol1 of false documcnls 10 nullify or favourably 
explain Ihe efTecl of OIher evidence. 

The Accused can very reach Ihese cruciol wilnesses who all live eilher here on in 
neighbouring Serbia. The Accused can be expecled 10 Slrenuously deny all guilL When 
imerviewed as a wilness in Ihe invesligalion againsl Miroslav VjeSlica in July 2005 Ihe 
Accused slaled Ihal despile being Commander of his Brigade he had never known of a 
prison in Bosnnska Krupa or Ihal Muslim Caplives were delained Ihere. 

The Accused can for beller consiruci false explanOlions ond defences for himself if al 
Iibeny Ihan if in eUSlody. Ahhough Ihe invesligalion phase of Ihe proceedings is over the 
building of the Defence case is just beginning. If not in custody he has obvious motives 
10 work carefully wilh a circle of sympathelic wilnesses 10 create a credible but false 
defence. 

Taking inlo considera!ion all Ihese cirCun1Slances and conslderolions, Ihe 
Proseeu,rion concludes Ihal Ihere is a real risk, and no! only a mere possibilily, Ihal 
Ihe Accused, if released, will hinder Ihe criminal proceedings by innuencing 
wilnesses, accomplices or accessories. Accordingly, Ihe Proseeu!ion submi!s Iha! 
Ihere are grounds for ordering cuslody under Arlicle 132 (I) (b) of Ihe BiH CPC 

The Proseculor Iherefore respeclfully reqUe5IS Ihe Prelinllnary Hearing Judge 10 

order Ihe cuslody of Ihe Accused JOVAN OSTOJIC during Ihe course of Ihe main 
Irial. 

Based 011 Ihe foregOing, Ihe Proseculor furlher requeslS Ihe Preliminary Heuring 
.Judge 10 confirm Ihis Indiclmenl wilh respeci 10 all Ihe churges ugalnsl .IOV A1'i 
OSTOJIC conlained In Counls 1 and 2. 
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Respeclfully submilled, 

Proseculor's Office of BiH 

In,erna!iomr;;ecllor 

Phlli~f 
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