7/ Doc. ¥o. 5771 Page 1*

TEE GAIMUSHO b Ink 15/9 42
TOKYO P 19 362/C

The Japenese Government hold the view that persons
vho cen Ve nade yrisoners of wer sre not limited to
pilitary men engaged in actual Tighting, but that the heed
of an eneny Stete, as well pp male mesbers of ite royal family
and both civil and nilitery officers occupying an icportant
position of tre State msy elso for nilitery necessity be detained
and treated as prisoners of war. The Governor-General of the
forzer Fetherlands East Indies, is in the highest position in
the said territory; besides he ves avpointed to be the cormander-
in-chief of the fighting forces of the territory dby a royal decree
in March, 1942. Vhether or not he was so aopointed by virtue of
the provisions of the lietherlands Constitution or otherwige, and
he was nace e orisoner of war in view of his position, his function
the izport pert which he, as the Governor-General of the Netherlands
East Indies, played in the Netherlands!' prosecution of war against
Japen.

It is an act of grace to accord the treatment of a prisoner
of var to a subject or a citizen of an eneuy country. The Javenese
Governuent now note that the Netherlends authorities in London heve
expressed treir intention thet they do not require for lMr. Starkenborgh
the treetzent as a prisoner of wer. The Javenese Governzent, therefore,
consider themselves to be at liberty to cease at ary tize to treat hin
a8 a prisoner of wer, but deal wvith hizm s an ordinery internee
together with other nationale of eneny countries whose liberstion is
deened to ve cdetrimental to this country.

8th Septenber, 1942.
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Svenska

Beskickningen i Tckio

The undersigned, Ripa, Olof, Swedish Diplomatic Representative

in Japan, declares and certifies that the annexed document

is & complete and true (photo)cony of a letter in Jap. language
with translation in English, dated Tokyo 8 Sept. 1942, received by
the Swedish Minister in Japan, sent by the Jap. Foreign

Ministry, which original document 1is part of the official

records of the Swedish Mission in Tokyo,

Tokyo, October 31st, 1946

/s/ Ripa
(s8ignature: O. Ripa)
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