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The JapPnese GovernDont hold the vieH that :persons 
\lho cpn "ve !':l'IC:e :prisoners of "'" r ere not li:::i ted to 
c ilitary men e"6aged in pctual iibhtinb• but that the head 
of an enecy State , ea well pn -:.ale ne .. bero of its royal faILily 
and both civil and =ilitery officorR occupyiJ16 an i~ortsnt 
position of t r.e State csy e lso for c ilitery necessity be detained 
and treated ae prieoners of \l•er . The Governor-Gent.rel of the 
for=er ~etherlende Eaet Indi es , is in the highest position in 
the said territory; besides he 1~s aopointed to be the cor:.oander­
in-ctief of t t-e fi&htill6 forces of the territory by a royal decree 
in Ma ret- , 1942. ~hether or not he vas eo a opointed by virtue of 
the yrovieio~s of the l•etherlands Constitution or other\dse , end 
he \"llS r:e.c..e e. :prisoner of ~ar in vie"' of hie position, hie function 
the i::.port pert which he , as the Governor-Gen~ral of the Netherlands 
East Indi es , played in the lletherlands 1 prosecution of war a&ainst 
Japen . 

It is an act of grace to accord the treatoent of a prisoner 
of \ •e.r to e subjec t or a citizen of an ener.:y country. The Ja.:peneee 
Governcent no"' note that the Netherlands authorities in London have 
expressed their intention the.t they do not r equire for hr. Sterkenborgh 
the treet:.:ent es a prisoner of \''Br. The Je-penese Govern.c:ent, therefore, 
consider ther.:sel ves to be at liberty to cease at er.y tiue to treat hi~ 
as a prisoner of wP.r , but deel '~th hie es an ordinery internee 
tot;ether "11th other national s of enecy countr i e s \••hose liberetion is 
dee:Jed to be <'.etric.ental to this country. 

8th Septenber, 1942. 
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The undersigned, Ripa , Olof, Swedish Diplomatic Rep~~~Pntatiy~ 

in Japan, declares and certifies that the annexed docunent 

i s & complete and true (photo)cony of a letter in Jap. language 

with t r anslation in English, dated Tokyo 8 Sept . 1942 , r ecoived b} 

the Swedish Minister in Japan , sent by the Jap . For eign 

Ministry, which original docuirient is part of the official 

r ecords of the Swedish Mission in Tokyo , 

SE/.L 

L. S . 

Tokyo , October 31st, 1946 

Isl Ri pa 

(Signature: o. Ripa) 
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