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INDICTMENT

- The United States of America, by the undersigned Telford Taylor,
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes, duly appointed to represent said
" Government in the prosecution of war criminals, charges that the defend-
-ants herein participated in a Common Design or Conspiracy to commif
- and did commit War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, as defined -
in Control Council Law No. 10, duly,enacied by the Allied Control
Council on 20 December 1945. Th,ese crimes included murders, bru-
falifies, cruelties, tortures, atrocities, plunder of private property, and
_ other inhumane acts, as set forth in Counts One, Two, and Three of this
- Indictment. Cerfain defendants are further charged with membership in

Criminal Organizations, as set forth in Count Four.of this Indictment.

, - The persons accused as guilty of these crimes and accordlngly named .
~ as defendants in this cause are:

_JOSEF ALTSTOTTER — Chief (Mmlsferlaldlrekfor) of the Civil Law
and Procedure Division (Abtéilung VI) of the Reich Ministry of Justice;
and Oberfuehrer in the SS.

WILHELM VON AMMON — Ministerial Counsellor (Mlnlsienalraf)
of the Criminal Legislation and Administration Division. (Abteilung IV)
of the Reich Ministry. of Justice and coordinator of proceedings against
foreigners for offenses agalnsf Reich occupahonal forces abroad.

PAUL BARNICKEL — Senior Public Prosecutor (Relchsanwalf) of the
People's. Courf (Volksgerlchishof), Sturmfuehrer in the SA. - B

HERMANN CUHORST- — Chief Justice {Senaftsprisident) of the

Special Court (Sondergericht) in Stuttgart; Chief Justice of the First Crimi-

" nal Senate of the District Court (Landgerich) in Stuttgart; member of the

- Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party at Gau executive level; sponsoring
member (Foerderndes Mitglied) of the SS.

KARL ENGERT — Chief (Ministerialdirektor) of the Penal Adminis-
tration Division (Abfeilung V) and of the secret Prison Inmate Transfer
- Division (Abteilung XV) of the Reich M‘lnlsiry of Justice; Oberfuehrer in
the SS; Vice President of the People's Court (Volksgerlchishof), Orts-
_Sfuppenleiter in the NSDAP Leadership Corps. '

GUENTHER JOEL — Legal Adviser (Referent) to the Reich Minister -
of Justice concerning criminal prosecutions; Chief Public Prosecutor
(Generalslaatsanwal’r) of Westphalia at Hamm; Obersfurmbannfuehrer
in the s5; Unfersiurmbannfuehrer in the SD.
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HERBERT KLEMM — State Secrefary (Staatssekretaer) of the Reich
- Minisfry of Justice; Director (Ministerialdirektor) of the Legal Education
and Training Division (Abteilung 11y in the Ministry of Justice; Deputy
Director of the National Socialist Lawyers League (NS Rechtswahrerbund);
Obergruppentfuehrer in the SA. -

ERNST LAUTZ — Chief Public ‘Prosecitor (Obetreichsanwalt) of the -
- People’s Court,

WOLFGANG METTGENBERG — Represen’tahve of the Chief (Mini-
sierlaldlrlgeni) of_the Criminal Legislation and Administration Division
" {Abteifung 'IV) of the Reich Ministry of Justice, parhcularly supetvising
criminal offenses- against German occupahonal forces in occupied ter-
Jr”rorles :

GUENTHER NEBELUNG — Chiet Jushce of ihe Fourth Senate of
-the People’s Court; Sturmfuehrer in the SA; Orisgruppenlelier in the
"NSPAP Leadership Corps

* RUDOLF OESCHEY — Judge (Landgerlchisraf) of fhe Speual Court
in Nurnberg and succéssor fo the defendant Rothaug as Chief Justice
(Landgerichtsdirektor) of the same court; member of the Leadership
Corps of the Nazi Party at Gau executive level (Gauhaupisiellenleiter);
an executive (Kommissarischer Leiter) of the Nahonal Socialist Lawyers
League.

‘HANS PETERSEN — Lay Judge of ihe F|rsf Senate of the Peop!e s
‘Court; Lay Judge of the Special Senate (Besonderer Senat) of the
People_’s Court; Lieutenant General (OBergruppenfuehrer) in the SA,

- OSWALD ROTHAUG — Senior Public. Prosecutor (Reichsanwalt) of

- the-People’s Court; formerly Chief Justice of the Special Court in Nurn-

berg;- member of the Leadershlp Corps oi- fhe Nazi Party af Gau
executive level.

CURT ROTHENPERGER — State Secretary (Staatssekretaer) of the
Reich Ministry of Justice; deputy president of the Academy of German
Law (Akademie des Deutschen Rechis), Gaufuehrer of the Nahonal
Socialist Lawyers League.

FRANZ SCHLEGELBERGER — State Secrefary, Achng Reich Minister
of Jushce . '
CARL WESTPHAL — Ministerial Counsellor (Ministeriairat) of the
Criminal Legislation and Administration Division (Abteilung 1V) of the
Reich Ministry of Justice, and officially responsible for questions of
criminal procedure and‘ penal execution within the Reich; Ministry

coordinator_for nullity pleas against adjudicated senfences$

-
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COUNT ONE
THE COMMON DESIGN AND CONSPIRACY

-

" 1. Between January 1933 and April 1945 all of the clefendanis herein,
achng pursuant to a common design, unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly.
:-did conspire and agree together and with each other and with divers
- other persons, to commit War Crimes and Crimes against Humamfy, as
defmed in Control Council Law No. 10, Arficle II.-

- 2. Throughout the period covered by this Indlcfmenf all of the de-
- feridanfs herein, acfing in concert with each other and with othess,

unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly were principals in, accessories fo,
" ordered, abetted, fook a consenting part in, and were conneclted with
_plans”"and enterprises involving, the commission of War Crlmes and
Crlmes against Humanity. - ~

] 3. All of the defendanis herein, acting in concerf W|fh each ofher
and with others, unlawfully, wiltully, and knowmgly patticipated " as
leaders, organizers, instigators, and accomplices in the formulation and

" execution of the said common design, conspiracy, plans, and enterprises

‘o commit, and which involved the commission of, War Crimes and -
Crimes against Humanity, and accordingly are individually responsible

for their own acts and for all acts performed by any. person or persans. -
in exe?:uhon of the said common design, conspiracy, plans, anol enier-
prises. -

4. The sald common design, conspiracy; plans, and. enterprises
embraced the commission-of War Crimes and Crimes against Humamfy,
as sel forth in Counts Fwo and Three of this Indictment, in that the
defendants unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly encouraged, aided, abet-
- ted, and participated in the commission of afrocities and offenses against

persons and property, including plunder of private property, murder,
extermination, enslavement, deporfation, unlawful imprisonment, forture,
-Persecutions on political, racial, and religious grounds, and ill-treatment
-of,-and other inhumane acts against thousands of persons, including
German civilians, nahonals of other countries, and prisoners of war.

» 5. was a part of the said common de5|gn, conspiracy, plans, and
»enferpnses to enact, issue, enforce, and give effect to certain purported
stafutes; decrees, and orders, which were criminal both .in inception and
€xecution, and to work with the Gestapo, SS, SD, SIPO, and RSHA

N
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for criminal purposes, in the course of Whld’l the defendants, by distor-
" tion.and denial of judicial and penal process, committed the murders,
" “brutalifies, cruelties, fortures, atrocities, and other inhumane acts, more’
fully de scribed in Counts Two and Three of this Indictment.

6.The said common design, consplracy, plans, and enierprises
embraced the ‘assumption by the Reich Ministry of Justice of total control’
of the Administration of Justice, including preparahon ot legislation
concerning -all branches of law, and confrol of the courts and prisons.

" The supfeme administration of justice in all German states was trans- -
ferred fo the Reich Ministry of Justice in 1934, Thereupon, cerfain extra-
ordinary courts of a predominantly political nature, with wide and ar-
bitrary criminal jurisdiction, were superimposed upon the existing or-
“dinary court system. The People’s Court (Volksgerichishof) became the

- coutt of original and final jurisdiction in cases of "high freason” and
"treason”. This Court itself had jurisdiction over the investigation and
prosecution of all cases before it, and there was no appeal from -ils
‘decision._ The Courl’s territorial jurisdiction was extended not only to
all annexed countries of the Reich but also to the “Protectorate”
(Bohemia and Moravia) .in 1939. Beginning in 1933, Special Courls
-(Sondergerichte) also were-superimposed upon the ordinary court system
under the Reich Minisiry of Justice. These Special Courts were of a.
character which had been outlawed unfil the NSDAP seizure of power.
Jurisdiction of these Special Courls extended fo all “political” cases, as
well as to all acts deemed inimical fo either the Party, the Government,
or continued prosecution of the war. At least one Special Court was
altached to every Court of Appeal (Oberlandesgerichi); Public Pros-

“ecutors could arbitrarily refer thereto any case from the local courts
(Amtisgerichte) or from the criminal division of the district courts (Land-
-gerichte). Despite guaranties in the Weimar Consfitution and the German
Judicature Act, that no one may be deprived of his competent judge,
‘and prohibitions against irregular iribunals, these courts were imposed
upon Germany, as well as upon the “Protecforate” and the occupied

countries,

7.The said -common design, conspiracy, plans, and enferprises
embraced the use of the judicial process as & powerful weapon for the
persecution and extérmination of all..opponents of the Nazi regime
regardless of nafionality and for the persecufion and exfermination of
“races”. The special pohhcal tribunals mentioned above visited cruel
pumsh eni and death upon political opponents and members of certain
“racial”’ and national ‘groups. The People’s Court was presided over °
by a minority of trusted Nazi lawyers, and a majority of equally frusted
laymen appointed by Hifler from the Elite Guard and Party hierarchy.
The/People's- Court in collaboration with the Gestapo became a ferror

\
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court, noiorlous for the sevenfy of pumshmeni,_ secrecy of proceedmgs,
‘and denial fo the accused of all semblance of judicial process. - Pun-
ishment was meted out by Special Courts to victims under a law which
condemned all who offended the “healthy sentiment of the people”.
Independence of the judiciary was desfroyed. Judges were removed
~ from the bench for political and “racia¥. reasons. Periodic “lefters” were -
_sent by the Minisiry of Justice fo all Reich judges and public prosecutors,
instructing them as fo the results they must accomplish. Both the bench
and bar were continually spied upon by the Gestape and SD, and were
directed to keep disposiﬁon of their cases politically acceptable. Judges,
prosecutors and, in many cases, defense counsel were reduced in effec
-fo an administrative arm of the Nazi Party. -
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'COUNT TWO — WAR CRIMES

~ 8.Between September 1939 and April 1945 all of the defendants
herein unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly committed War Crimes, as
defined by Control Council Law No. 10, in that they were pnnupals in,
accessories fo, ordered, abetted, fock a consenting part in, and were
connected with plans and enferprises involving the commission of
afrocities and offenses against persons and property, including, but not
limited to, plunder of -private property, murder, -forfure, and illegal
imprisonment of, and brufalitiss, atrocities, and - other inhumane acis
against thousands of persons. These crimes included, but were not
limited fo, the facts set out in Paragraphs 9 to 117 inclusive, of this Indict-
ment, and were commifted against civilians of occupied territories and
members of the Armed Forces of nations then at war with the German -
Reich and who were in the custody of the German Reéich in the exarcise
ot belligerent control.’ . . N :

9. Extraordinary irregular'courts, superimposed upon the regular couri
system, were used by all of the defendants for the purpose of and in
fact creating a reign of terror fo suppress political opposition 'to the
Nazi regime. This was accomplished principally through the Peoples
Court (Volksgerichishof) and various Special Courts (Sendergerichts),
which subjected civilians of the occupied countries fo criminel abuse of
judicial and penal process including repeated trials on the same charges;
criminal abuse of discretion,_ unwarranied imposition of the  death
penalty, pre-arrangement of sentences between judges and prosecutors,
-discriminatory frial processes, and other criminal practices, all of which
resulted in murders, brutalities, cruelties, tortures, atrocities, plunder of
' private property, and other inhumane acts. N

: 10. Special Couris subjecfed Jews of all naﬁonaliiies, Poles, Ukranians,
" Russians, and other nationals of the occupied Eastern territories, indis-
criminafely classed as “Gypsies”, to,discriminatory and special penal
laws and trials, and denied them all semblance of judicial process. These
. persons who had been arbitrarily designated “asocial” by conspiracy
and agreemenf between the Ministry of Justice and the SS.were furned
- ‘over by the Ministry of Justice, both. during and after service of prison
senfences, fo the SS to be worked to death. Many such persons were
given a summary travesty of frial before extraordinary courts, and after
serving the seniences imposed upon them, were turned over to the
Gestapo for “protfective custody” in concentration camps.. Jews dis-

8
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charged fram prison were furned over to the Gestapo for final detention
in Auschwitz, Lublin, and other concentration camps. The above-
described proceedings resulted in the murder, forture, and ill-freatment
of thousands of such_persons. The defendants von Ammon, Engert,
Klemm, Schlegelberger, Mettgenberg, Rothenberger, and Westphal are
charged with special responsibility for and participation in these crimes.

11.The German criminal laws, through a series of expansions and.

" perversions by the Ministry of Justice, finally embraced passive defeatism,
petty misdemeanors and frivial private utterances as freasonable for the

" purpose ‘of exterminating Jews or other nafionals of the occupied coun-

" iries. Indictments, frials and conviclions were fransparent devices for
a system of murderous extermination and death became the routine

~ penalty. Jutisdiction of the German criminal code was extended to. the
entire world, to cover acts of non-Germans as well as Germans living

- outside the Reich. Non-German naticnals were convicted of and executed.
for.“high freason” allegedly commited against the Reich. The above-

~ describad proceedings resulted in the murder, torture, unlawful impris-

- -onment, and ill-freaiment of thousands of persons. The defendants Bar-.
nickel, Cuhorst, Klemm, Lautz, Meftgenberg, Nebelung, Oeschey, Pefer- -
sen, Rothaug, Rothenberger, Schlegelberger, and Westphal are charged

* with special responsibility for and participation in these crimes. . - -

“= 12, The-Justice Ministry aided and implemented the unlawful annexa-
tion and occupation of Czechoslovakia, Poland, and France. Special
" Courls- were created: fo tacilitate the extermination of Poles and Jews
and the suppression of political opposition generally by the employment
ummary_ procedures and -the ‘enforcement of Draconic penal laws.
‘were limited fo death or transfer to the 'SS for extermination.
ple's Court and Special Courts were projected into these ‘coun-
regular prejudicial regulations and procedures were invoked with-.
tice (even in violation of the Reich Criminal Code as unlawfully
~extended fo. other occupjed ‘ferritories), sentences were pre-arranged,
" and trial and execution followed sérvice of ‘the indictment within a- few
“hours,: The above-described” proceedings resulted in the murder, ill-
_dreatment, and' unlawful imprisonment of thousands of persons.. The
_ 'c_lef'e_ndanisi Klemm, ‘Lautz, Meftgenberg, Schlegelberger, and Westphal
- ake"charged with special responsibility for and participation in these

crimes,

= '13. The Ministey of Justice participated with the OKW and the Ge-
_'stapo, in- the execution of Hitler's decree of "night and fog" (Nacht und
Ne}g_,(lel) whereby civilians of occupied ferritories who had been accused
‘of crimes of resistance against occupyihg forces were spitited away for
secret f_rial by certain Special Courts of the Justice Ministry ‘within the -
»Reli‘h,‘ in the course of which the victims’ wheteabouts, -frial, and sub-

PN -
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sequent ‘disposition were kept complefely secref, thus serving the dual
_ purpose of terrorizing the victims' relatives and associafes and barring
recourse fo any evidence, witnesses, or counsel for defense, The accused
was not informed of the disposition of his-case, and in almost every
instance those who were acquitted or who had served their sentences
were handed over by the lJustice Ministry fo the ‘Gesfapo Afor “pro-
tecive custody” for the duration of the war. In the course of the above--
described proceedings, thousands of persons were murdered, fortured,
‘ill-treated and illegally imprisoned. The defendants Alistoetter, von
Ammon, Engert, Joel, Klemm, Mettgenberg, and Schlegelberger are
charged with special responsibility for and participation in these crimes,

14. Hundreds of non-German nationals imprisoned in penal insfitu-
tions operated by the Reich Minisiry of Jusfice were unlawfully executed
and murdered. Death sentences were executed in the absence of the
. necessary official orders,'and while clemency pleas were pending. Many

who were not sentenced to.death were executed. In the face of Allied

" military advances so-called “inferior” or “asocial” prisbn inmates were,
by Ministry order, execuled regardless of sentences under which ihey
served. In many instances these penal insfitulions were operated in a
. manner indistinguishable from concentration camps. The defendants
Engert, Joel, Klemm, Lautz, Mettgenberg, Rothenberger and Westphal
are charged with special responSIblhfy for and participation in fhese
crimes.

15. The Mmlsfry of Justice parficipated Sn the Nazi program of racial
purily persuant fo which sterilization and castration laws were perverted
for the extermination of Jews, "asocials”, and certain nationals of the
accupied ferritories. In the course of th€ program thousands of Jews
were sterilized. Insane, aged, and sick nationals of occupied terrifories,

. the so-called “useless ealers”, were systematically murdered. In the.
course of the above described proceedings thousands of persons were
murdered and ill-freated. The defendants Laufz, Schlegelberger, and
Westphal are charged with special. responSIblhfy for. and parficipation
in these crimes, -

16. The Ministry of Justice granted immunity to and amnesiy follow?ng
chhons and ‘convictions of Nazi Party members for major crimes
mriitted ‘against civilians® of occupied ferrifories. - Pardons were

granfed to members of the Party who nad been senfenced for proved
offenses. On the other hand, discriminatory measures against Jews, Poles,
“Gypsies®, and other designaled “asocials” resulted in harsh ‘penal
measures and death senfences, deprivation of rights fo file private sults
and rights of appeal, denial of right to receive amnesiy and to file
clemency pleas, denial of right of counsel, imposifion of special criminal
laws permitting the death penalty for all crimes and misdemeanors and,
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finally, in the fransfer to the Gestapo for “special treatment” of all cases

in which Jews were involved. The defendants von Ammon, Joel, Klemm,

~ Rothenberger, and Schlegelberger are charged with special responsibility
for and parficipation in these crimes,

17.By decrees signed by the Reich Minister of Justice and oihers,7

the citizenship of all Jews in ‘Bohemia and Moravia was forfeited  upon
their change of residence by deportation or otherwise; and upon their
loss of citizenship their properties were aufomahcally confiscated by
the Reich. There were discriminatory changes in the family and inher-
itance laws by which Jewish property was forfeited at death fo the Reich

" with no compensation to the Jewish heirs. The defendants Alistoetter

. and. Schlegelberger are charged with special responsibility for and par-
ticipation in these crimes.

18. The Ministry of Justice ihrough suspension and quashmg of
criminal process, participated in Hitler's program of inciting the German
civilian population fo murnder Allied airmen forced down within the
“Reich. The defendants Klemm and Laufz are charged with specnal respon-
sibility for and parficipation in these crimes. s

-19. The said War Crimes constitute violations of international con-
ventions, parficularly of Articles 4, 5, 6, 7, 23, 43, 45, 46, and 50 of
the Hague Regulations, 1907, and of Articles 2, 3, and 4 of the Prisoner-
of-War Convention (Geneva, 1929), the laws and customs of war, the
general principles of criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of -
all civilized nations, the internal penal laws of the countries in which
gNtldwicc,rlmgs were commlﬂed and of Aricle Il of Confrol Council Law

o

x s

11

PURL.: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/90d563/



COUNT THREE — CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

_ - 20.Between Sepfember 1939 and April 1945 all of the defendants
“herein unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly commitied Crimes against
- Humanity as defined by Control Council Law No. 10, in that they were
principals in, ac¢essories to, ordered, abetied, iocok-a consenting part
in, and were connected with plans and enferprises involving the com-
_mission of. afrocities and offenses, including but not limited to murder;
extermination, ‘enslavement, deportation, iilegal imprisonment, torture,
persecution on political, racial and religious grounds, and ill-treatmenit
of, and other inhumane acts agamsi German civilians and lgahonals of
occupled countries. :

21. Extraordinary irregular courfs were used by all of the defendanis
in creafing a reign of terror o suppress political opposjtion fo the Ger-
man Reich, in the course of which German civilians and nationals of -
'occupled couniries were subjected fo criminal abuses of judicial and
penal process, resulting in murders, brutalifies, cruelties, fortures, atro-
cifies,. plunder of private property, and other inhumanhe acts. These
crimes are further parficularized in Paragraph 9 of this Indictment, which
is incorporated herein by reference.

22. Special Courts subjected certain German civilians, and nahonals
o} occupied countries fo dlscrlmmafory and special penal laws and
frials, and denied them all semblance of judicial process. Convicted
‘German civilians and natfionals of other countries who were deemed fo
" be political prisoners and criminals designated as “asocial”, were furned -
- over to the Reich Security Main Office (RSHA) for extermination in con-
" centration camps. These crimes are further particularized-in Paragraph 10
of this Indictment, which is incorporated herein by reference. The defend-
" ants von Ammon, Engert, Joel, Klemm, Lautz, Meltgenberg, and Rothen-
berger are charged with special responsibility for ahd parhapahon in
these crimes.

23. The German criminal laws, through a series of additions, expan-
“sions, and perversions by the defendants became a powerful weapon
for the subjugation of the German peaple and for the extermination of
cerfain nationals of the occupied countries.. This program resulted in
“the murder, forture, illegal imprisonment, and ill-freatment of thousands
. of 'Germans and nationals of occupied countries. These crimes are
., durther particularized in Paragraph 11 of this Indictment, which is incor-

porated herein by reference. The defendants Barnickel, Cuhorst, Klemm,
Lautz, -Mettgenberg, Nebelung, Oeschey, Pefersen, Rothaug, Rothen-

N
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berger, Schlegelberger, nd Westphal are charged with special respofi=-
“sibility tor and parhapaflon in these crimes.

24, The Mmlsfry of lusfice, through the Peoples Couri and cerfain
Special Courts, aided ond implemented ihe unlawful annexation™ and
occupation of Czechoslovakia, Poland and France. These crimes are.
further partigularized in Paragraph 12 of this indictment, which is incor-
porated herein by reference. The defendants Klemm, Lautz, Mettgen-
berg, Schlegelberger; and Westphal are charged with spectal respon-
S|b|hty for and participation in these crimes.

25. The Ministry of Justice parficipated in the decree of “Night and
Fog” {Nacht und Nebel) whereby certain persons who committed
offenses against the Reich or the German forces in occupied territories
were faken secretly by the Gestapo fo Germany and handed over fo -
the Spacnal Courts for trial and punishment. This program resulted in
the murder, torture, illegal imprisonment, and ill-treatment of thousands
of persons. These .crimes are furthier particularized in Paragraph 13 of.
this Indiciment, which is incorporated herein by reference. The defend-
anfs’ Altstoetter, von Ammon, Engett, Joel, Klemm, Meﬂgenberg, and
Schlegelberger are charged with special responsubllliy for and participa-
tion in these crimes..

26 In penal institutions operated by the Relch Ministry of Justice,
hundreds of German civjlians and. nafionals of other countries were
subjecied to murders, brutalities, cruelfies, tortures, alrocities, and other
-inhumane acts. The parficulars concerning_these crimes are set forth in
Paragraph 14 of this Indictment. The defendanfs Engert, Joel, Klemm,
Lautz,” Mengnberg, Rothenberger, and-Wesiphal are charged with

special responsnblhfy for and participation in these crimes.

27. Special Health Courfs (Erbgesundheitgerichte) perverted eugemC‘
and sterilization laws or policies reganding German civilians and na-
honals of other countries which resulted in the systematic murder and -
ill-treatment of thousands of persons. Thousands of German ¢ivilians
and nationals of other countries committed to institutions for the insane;
were systematically murdered. These crimes are further parficularized
in Paragraph 15 of Count Two of this Indictment, which is incorporated
herein by reference. .The defendants Lautz, Schlegelberger, and West-
phal are charged with special responsnblhiy for and parficipation” in ‘
these crimes.

28. The Mmlsiry of Justice grantéd immunily to and amnesfy follow-"-
ing prosecutions and convictions of Party members for major crimes”
committed against civilians of occupied territories.- Pardons were granted
to members of the Parly who had been sentenced for proved offenses.
On the other hand, discriminatory judicial proceedings were imposed

e 13
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* against so-called “asocial” German hationals and civilians of the oc-
cupied countries. These crimes are further parficularized in Paragraph 16
- of Count Two of this Indictment and are incorporated herein by ref-
erence. The defendants von Ammon, Joel, Klemm, Mettgenberg, Rothen-
berger, and Schlegelberger are charged with special - responsibility for
and participation ‘in these crimes.

29. Discriminatory changes made in fhe German family an|d inher-
itance laws for the sole purpose of confiscating Jewish properties, were
enforced by the Justice Ministry. All Jewish properties were forfeited
at death to the Reich. Jews. and Poles, both in Germany and in the
‘occupied countries, were deprived of their citizenship, their property
* was seized and confiscated, and they were deprived of means of earning
a livelihood, by the State, by Parly organizations, and by individual
members of the Party. These crimes are further particularized in Par-
‘agraph 17 of this Indictment, which is incorporated herein by reference.
The defendants Alistoetter and Schlegelberger are charged with. special '
responsibility for and participation in these crimes. '

30. The Ministry of Justice through suspension .and quashing of crim-
inal process, participated in Hlilers program of inciting the German
civilian population to murder Allied airmen forced down within the
Reich: This program resulted in the murder, torture, and ill-treatment .
of many persons. These crimes are further particularized in Paragraph 18
of this Indictment, which is incorporated herein by reference. The da-
fendants Klemm and Laufz are charged wﬂh special responsibility for
"and participation in these crimes.

31.The said Crimes against Humanity constitute violations of inter-
national conventions, including Article 46 of the Hague Regulations,
1907, the laws and. customs of war, the general principles of criminal
" law as derived from the criminal laws of all civilized nations, the internal
penal laws ‘of the countries in which such crimes were committed, and
of Article |l of Control Council Law No. 10.

14
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‘ _ COUNT FOUR P
. ‘MEMBERSHIP IN. CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS

32. The defendants Alistoetter, Cuhorst, Engert, and Joel are guilty:
of membership in an organization declared to be criminal by the Inter- -
national Military Tribunal in Case No. 1, in that each of the said defend-
anis was a member of DIE SCHUTZSTAFFELN DER NATIONAL SOZIA-
LISTISCHEN DEUTSCHEN ARBEITERPARTEI (commonly known as the
“SS") after 1 September 1939. :

33. The defendants Cuhorst, Oeschey, Nebelung, and Roihaug are
guilty of membership in an organization declared to be criminal by the -
International Military Tribunal_in Case No. 1, in that Cuhorst, Oeschey,

. and Rothaug were members of the Leadership Corps-of the Nazi Party -
at Gau level after 1 September 1939, and in that Nebelung was an Orts-
gruppenleiter of the Leadershlp Corps of the Nazi Parfy after 1 Septem-
ber 1939,

" 34. The defendant Joel is guilfy of membership in an organization
declared to be criminal by the Infernational Military Tribunal in Case
“No. 1, in that the said defendant was a member of DER SICHERHEITS-
DIENST DES REICHSFUEHRER SS' (commonly known as 1he “SD") after
1 September 1939,

Such memberships are in.violation of Paragraph | (d) Arlicle II of
Conirol Council Law No. 10,

WHEREFORE, this Indictment is flled-wn‘h the S_ecrefary General of
the Military Tribunals and the charges herein made against the above
.hameﬁd defendants are hereby presented to the Military Tribunals.

: Acting on Behalf of the United States of America

~ TELFORD TAYLOR =
Brigadier Genheral, U. S. Army ’
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes

Nvurnberg, 4 \January 1947
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