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THE UNI Ti!.D 3T.\T..t:.S JF cu,L!.RIC , e t 11. 
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AH \KI Sqdao , et a l . 

A F F I D ~ V I T 

OK\D,\ lwISUKE _____ .. __ 

H'lving f irst duly s~orn an oqtt qs on the att~ched she e t , 
in Accordance •.d th t h J '.Jr ocedur a rrev'li l inc in my countr~r , I 
her eby depose 'lS f ol l or>s : 

1. I ~'\mo to kno•·1 Jfir . 'i'or;o 3higenori 'lround 1934, when I 
wlls Prer.1i.Jr 'lni h e i'·1~ Diroc tor of the :::urope <in- 1\s i 'l t i c Bure 'lU 

of t ha Far0ign ~intstry . Since thln I hive t~lkad with Llr . 
To30 on v:irio us occ'3. s t )t1S 1 'lnd exch11n r,od vi ews on v'lrious pro­
b l ems . Espvciall: !lf tor h o boc'.lm.) For e i gn Mini star in the 
T5 j5 Cqb i ne t i n October 1941 there W'lS fre qu ant cont'lct between 
h i m <i nd ma dir .?c tly '3.nd indiractl y not only whi l a he rrns Fo r e i gn 
Minist3r but evan qf t~r ho r a signad fr om the ministcrshlp . In 
April 1945, whon .,J> . •rogo was ent a ring the Suzuki Cab i net , h e 
callad on mo to axpl'lin his position ~nd r equasted my opi ni on . 

2 . A.t th.:3 timo of th0 London N':\val Di s :i r m'lmant Confor Jnc e 
of 1934-1935 I W'lS Promi ar qnd Mr . T~g6 was Director of the 
Eur opa'ln- Asiatic Bura 1u ~f tha Fore i s n Mi n i stry . I l e'lrne d at 
thnt time from the -:>ffic ars concerned th1t ~r . Taga W'ls opposed 
to th e pos i t i on of the N'lvy and C'lrriad on he'lt.:-fd !lrguments with 
tha Nllvy over s uch ~rob°l..Jms '\S t he common uppar limit , tho 'lbro­
lV~tio n of tha W'lshin~ton Tr .J'l ty, '3.nd th3 3Xch 'lnr,o of inform'.l ti on 
on n'lv1l shi p- buildinc . 

3. Tow 'lrd thJ ~ n1 of Octobor 1941 , For s i gn Mi nis t er Toe5 
ur~od thq t , 'ls tho opl nl .:>n of tha N11 vy ws s unyi i.:i ldinc 'lnd it was 
l ike l y th'lt ·'l Jqp~nJ~c - ~mor i cqn W'l r would onsue i f thing8 war e 
l eft 11lona , I 'lS 'l Y~, tor'ln of tho N'lvy 3h')uld c ontribute m)1 
off or ts promptly t o .rotlor'l te the opini.Jn of tho N!ivy . Ther e upon , 
I immo~ i 'lt.3ly r a"'u0s t :d \dmil"als Kob'ly~shi Sot zo ~nd Toyod!l 
'i1e ijiro to c omo t:) .. 1~r l1':>Uso , '\nd c onf e r red v1i th them . I d:> no t 
r emember th3 r esul t . 

h. I h'lvu lonr. r ecogni zed tho importsnc o of d 1pl om~tic 
'lff~lrs , 'lnd it h1s bo~n my b3liaf th~t the choice of ForciGn 
Minist3 r wgs the mos t impor tqnt next to th~t of Premi e r . Es ­
pe ciglly sf t e r the conclusion of tha Tripqr t i t~ \lli~nca i n 
Soptombor 1940, it w'ls my since re dos iro t o h qvo 9 For a i gn Mi n i ­
ster who was l'l lov.)r of perrnc '\nd would ba a 'lrn.:i st in negotiat i ons 
with tho United St "l t 0s , in .::> r dcr th1t we mi i;ht c o throus h that 
cr i tical period with~ut bocominr ant'lngl cd in tho war . After de­
libar a tion I c 'lm3 tJ tll.) concJ usi-:>n th'lt r.tr . T~go W'ls tho best, 
'lnd I t'llkod ~b~ut it t) my fri~nd s qnd ~cqu~intgnce ~ . Espec i ally 
in Octobar 1941, i rnm0di1taly b~for~ the e stablishment of the 11 

··1-

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/921755/



; ... 

~ - -. 

t l·, f . Doc . 27h6 

5j5 C~binet , I told Lord Keeper Ki do this . I recommended i~ . 
0(1'~ be c~use I hid l<nown th'lt :'.r . Tor i5, since the time when ho 

... , s ) 1.,.. :ctor 0f the :urope'ln- .i\s i 'l tic Buro 'lU , h':ld en tertained 
. ~~arqte op i nions 'lnd fqvored int~rngtion~l co5pe r e tion ova r such 
n tter r- qs ·:uror~Dn 'lnd 1\meri c ~m qu-; s tions , the Ghi n·1 c:uest i on 
1~1 Iha dis~rmimant ?roblem; th"\t after he became Ambass 'ldor he 

' 1d been opposed to tho strenCTt heninG o f tha \nti- Commintern 
1 ~ct 0r the Tr i p1rt i t e '.\l li -:mc3 , e ven thour..h he w1s s t'l tioncd 
i:1 C'or1.nn:: ; ~nd th'l t Rfter he hid ·~ eturnQd from the Soviet 
·: .... t'>n he 1:1d been keenly inter ested in th'9 success of the 
J"P1"\neso - \meric':ln negot:t 1tions . ·1~hen the Tojo Cl!bine t was or­
~"ln tzed , .'.r . T~~o l nsisted th~t he could not accept the post of 
'ore l r,n :.:inisteT unl~s s the new C'lbinet would str i ve for the 

nuccess of tha J~p1nesc -Amer i cen negotia tions . He resigned from 
tPo post on ~ccount ~f his opposition to the establishment of 
1..he Crr e'lter :...:'ls t Asia r1linisiry . There~fter it wq s his sincere 
desire th"\ t the ~1r shoul d bA t e rminqt ed 'lS soon 'lS possible , 'lnd 
when the Suzuki C':\binot W'lS t'ormbd , !'le cont ended strone ly for the 
prompt endinF. of the W'lr 1nd ent or ed the cqbine t on th 'l t cond i t i on. 
~ 1 9se instancas show how l nt a nss is kr . T5c S ' s aspir'ltion for 
p 1 'lC e • 

~ . \ fter Nr . T5g5 r e signed fro m the For 3i r n Ministe r ship 
tn the 'lutumn of 1942 , he oft~m rellted te ma thRt the polic:r of 
"'\r-d lrcct io n of the rl'ojo C~b 1ns t Vl'lS not proper 'lnd th "l t th ere­
~rs the continuQtion of the c3binet wis not ln t h e interest of 
~ countr y nor fgvor~ble for the tormln'ltion of the war. 

0 A T lI 

In gccord 'lnc e with my con3cionce I swe'3r to t e ll the v1ho l e 
vruth, wl thhol dinf; nothing 1nd ndding nothing . 

Olnd'l Keisuke ( Se':\l ) 

On this 2nd d'\y of Janui:try, 191.1 7 

At 'l1olcyo 

Deponont Ok 'ld'l Ke isuke (s eQl) 

I 1 iHshi H~ruhiko • hereoy certify t h'l t the 'lbove s t ':itemen t 
'Fi '\S sworn to by the depona nt , who nffixed his sign!lture ':lnd seal 
t~orato in the presence of this witness . 

v n the e':ime di:tte 

,\ t 'lokyo 

Jitn >ss : Ni shi Hqruhiko ( se'l l) 

Tr~~sl~ tlon Certlf ic "l t e 

I , i'li shi H'lruhiko , of the Defense , h er e by certify that I am 
convers1nt with the ~nglish 'lnd J~p'lne se lqnGUq6es , 'lnd th~t the 
fore~o inp is , to t h e best of my knowledge '\nd belief , ':\ correc t 
t r "lnsl'ltlon of the orl~ln'l l documont . 

Nieh i Hnruhiko 
l'okyo 
2 ·hnu'1ry 191_, 7 

- 2-

= 
PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/921755/




