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SUBJICT: HReport of Court of Inquiry at Chateau d'asudrieu, Normandy.
TO : lLuropean Advisory Couﬁéil.

1., The attached "Report of Court of Inquiry re Shooting of
Prisoners of War by Cerman irmed Forces at Chateau d'Audrieu, Normandy",
(Copies No., & und §), is forwarded for your information.

2, The Findings of the Court are swsmarized on page 1 of Part Two.

3. It is regquested that one copy of attached report be furnished
the United lNations “ar Crimes Commission,

By command of Ceneral EISENHOTER:
B. C. BOEHIKE,

Colonel, 4CD,
Adjutant General.

2 Inclosures:

As listed zbove.
(Copies lio's, 8 &'9)
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PROCEEDINGS

SECRET {i #
: g

of a
COURT OF INQUIRY
held at

CHATEAU D'AUDRTEU, AUDRIEU, CALVADOS, FRANCE,

TUESDAY
WEINESDAY

on

11th JuLy, 1

THURSDAI’
FRTDAY

SATURDAY,

15th JULY, 1
Alth JULY, 19k,

15¢h JULY, 1941,

SUNDAY 16th JULY, 1944,

PRESIDENT:
Major-General R,W. BARKER, Asgistant Chief of Staff,
U.S. Army. G~1 SHAEF,
MEMBERS:

Brigedier G,W.B, TARLETON,
DSO, 1.

Brigadier W.H.S, MACKLIN,
Lieut=colonel W, HLACKHURST,
OEE,

Iieut-colonel J.W. McCLAIN,

IN _ATTENDANCE:

BGS ILiaison Second Army,
Commander 13 Canadian Infantry
Brigade.
 ADJAG 21 Armmy Group,

AAG (1S) First Canadian Army.

liajor John P. PAGE,
ED,

First ILieutcnant J,V. BISHOP, JAGD, NHQ, ETOUSA,

Secretary to the Court.

SHORTHAND  WRITERS:

SQMS G.J. NORVOOD, RASC.
§/sjt. F.H. LOVEIT, RASC.
Cpl. De 1a DURANTE, CISC.

Headquarters (Rear) 21 Arry Group.
Headquarters (Rear) 21 Army Groups

Headquarters (Rear) First Canadian
Arry.
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5o The Court decided that, in complying with
its Terms of Reference, it must determine:-

(a) Whether a mumber of Canadian soldiers met
their deaths at or near the Chateau
d'Audrieu, near Pavie, Calvados, Normendy,
on or about 9th June, 1944,

(v) The numbers, ranks, names and units of any
such soldiers, . d %

(e) The manner in which such soldiers met their
deaths, and whether Ly

(1)  Lepitimate warlike acts of the enemy
or

(i1) Enemy acts in violation of the laws
and usages of war,

(a) Whether any or all of such soldiers were,
at the time of their deaths, prisoners of
war and entitled to treatment as such,

(e) The designation of any or all enemy units
and/or formations in the neighbourhood of
the Chateau d'Audrieu on or about
9th June, 1944

(£) The names of the persons directly or
indirectly responsible for any such
deaths attributable to acts in violation
of the laws and usages of war, together
with their units and/or formations.

6o The Court adjourned at 1830 hours,

10 July 1

Te The Court assembled at Rear Headquarters,
First Caneadien Army, at 0930 hours on 10th July, 194k,
continued itas study of tho termms of roference and made
preparationa for the conduct of the inveatigation,

8. At 1400 hours the Court adjourned to the
locus in quo, .am made a detailed inspection of the Chateau
and ifs surroundings, giving instructions for the preparation
of a topogrephic survey of the Chateau and its grounds, The
Court further gave detailed instruotions to Lieut, Col. R.A.H.
MacKEEN, R.C.A.M.0. (Pathologist) for the conduct of an
autopsy on the bodies of 26 soldiers, reputed-to be buried
in the grounds,

% The Court adjourned at 1830 hours.
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(ﬂ) 3-211172 S‘rdoant J.R. mm. No. 1 801080, First
Canadian Army, whose recorded evidenoce is attached
. hereto and marked Exhibit "25'.

(b) U.1913 Serjeant R.S. SOUTHERST, lNo. 1 8.1.8,, First
Canadian Army, whose recorded evidence is a.ttaohod
hereto and marked Exhibit "6,

21, The Court adjourned at 1900 hours,

28 July 1944,

22, The Court m-uscnbld at Main H,Q. Pirst Canadian
Amy at 1500 hours, 28th July, 1944, and continued with the
examination of the witmaus. The following wltnnu was
examined on oath:- el

Lt. FRANK DUBERVILL, Canad:l.an?ﬂmaul!hotot!nit,
whoserooordadevldmohattmhedhamtoand
marksd Exhibit "27%,

23. The Court received sworn statements from the
following, the exigencies of military service making it
hqn-aot:l.ca.l for these witnesses to appoar in person:-

(a.) Lt.Col. J.M. MELDRAM, Officer Commanding the
Royal Winnipeg Rifles, whose statement is
attached hereto and marked Exhibit "28",

(b) Lt. R.S. MOGLOVE, Roysl Winnipeg Rifles, whose
statement is attached horeto and marked Exhibit
“29.'

2. The Court adjourned at 1700 hours,
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Ranl:~ ‘ x Name :~

L/Cpl. Ay MEAKIN, F.V. |
Cpl. MEAKIN, G.E.

Pte. MUTCH, R.

Pte. RODGERS, H. ‘, :
Pte. SLYWCHUK, S. J

(b) That the above were at the time of their deaths prisoners
of war and entitled to treatment as such.

e
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3. '(a) That, of the above-named soldiers, the following were, in
all probability, murdered by the German armed forces in violation
of the laws and usages of war in a like manner to their comrades
whose names are set out in peragraph 2(a):-

R TS

Rank:- Name := N -
Rfn. . CHARTRAND, L. (H41294)
Pte. HARRISON, F.D. i
Pte. HAYTON, E.
Rfn. LAWRENCE, K.S.
Rfn, OSTIR, F.E.
1/Cpl. POHO, W.
BARLOW, W.

(b) That the above were in all probability prisoners of war
at the time of their deaths and entitled to treatment as such,

T L e L R s

4 That the unit occupying the grounds of the Chateau
d'Audrieu on the 8th June, 1944 —— the date on which nineteen
and probably all of the deceased met their deaths —— was the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the 12th S.S.
Reconnaissance Battalion of the 12th S.S, Panzer'Division
(Hitler Jugend). ~

ZhIY.

Sy

5. (a) That the senior officer present with the Headquarters
and Headquarter Company of said unit on 8 June 194 (probably
the commending officer, Major Bre(h)mer) is responsible for the
murder of the officer and soldiers referred to in paragraph
2(a) apove.

(b) That there are grounds to suspect that another German
officer (probably Lt. Schenk, the officer commanding the
Signal Platoon of the gaid Battalion) who was present with the
Unit on 8 June 194 was cognizant of and implicated in the
said murder,

(c) That there are grounds to suspect that a third German
officer (probably a member of a Panzer Regiment of the 12th
S.S. Panzer Division attached for duty with the said unit) who
was present with the unit on the 8th June 1944 and whose name
is at present unknown to the: Court, was cognizant of and im-
plicated in the said murder,

6. That the German non-commissioned officers and soldiers
forming the escort referred to in the hereinafter mentioned
Incident I, and whose names are at present unknown to the
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Court, are equally implicated with their officers in the murder
of:- !
mor F.E. HomEo i
1/Cpl. FULLER, A.R. ;
Rfn. SMITH, F.
7. That the German soldiers forming the escort referred to

SNy

in the hereinafter mentioned Incident II, and whose names are at
present unknomn to the Court, are equally implicated with their
officers in the murder of:-

Rfn. GOLD, D.S. §
Rfn. McINTOSH, J.D.
Rfn. THOMAS, W, i

8. That the German non-commissioned officers and men, il
whose names are at present unknown to the Court, who formed the &
firing party which put to death the thirteen Canadian soldiers g |
referred to in the hereinafter mentioned Incident III, are
equally implicated with their officers in the murder of:-
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Northeast corner of Chateau d'Audrieu, showing gardener's cottage and
"drying room". ;
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View showing relative position of points "A", "B" and "C" on map. Arrow
indicates actual location of point "A".
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shots was heard by this and other witnesses, The sound came from

the direction in which the party had gone, Almost immediately
afterwards the same escort of three came out of the wood, but
without their prisoners, and returned to the Command Post

13, Not long after this, a soldier of the German detach-
ment, while the Chateau kitchen told witnesses that he was
smoking an’' English "Tommy cigarette" and that they had killed
them, meaning "Tommies",

14, On the 22nd June, 1944, three bodies were found by a
bwriol party under the command of R,S.M, Hopps. They were
lying in the undergrowth at the edge of the path at the
Points marked "A", "B" and "C" respectively. They were with-
out arms or equipment, and their pockets were empty.

15. These proved to be the bodies of:~

Major F,E. HODGE.

16. : Later, empty small arms cartridge cases of German
monufacture were found on the verge of the path close to
where the bodics were lying.

17. The bodies were subjected to pathological examination,
and they bore the following wounds:-

Major HODGE, F,E. Wounds of shoulder; head eatirely
absent.

1/Cpl. FULLER, A.R. Wounds of chest, neck and jaw,
consistent with small-calibre
bullets at close range.

Rfn, SMITH, F. Fatal wounds of axilla ( "armpit")
chest and head,

18. No fighting took place at the Chateau or in its
imuediate vicinity on 8th June, until shelling started at cbout
1830 hours,

B, REASONS FOR FINDINGS.

19, In arriving ‘at its findings that the three soldiers
were murdered, the Court based its judgment on the facts
that:~

(a) The party of three British soldiers referred to by
the witnesses were taken into the woods by an armed eacort,
equal in number to themselves (the usual practice being for
one armed soldier to be appointed guard to a nmumber of
prisoners);
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View of Point "C" on map (Ex. 3), showing position of hody, fect nearest
camera. Stake in foreground marks position of 2 German cartridge cases.
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INCIDENT. IIX,
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A. FACTS.

o

21, Shortly after the occurrence related in Incident I above,
a second party of about four British soldiers, void of headgear,
armms or equipment, was observed by the witnesses Mlles. Monique Level
and Beatrice Delafon, to emefige fram the woods, east of the Command
Post, and cross the open grass space, making towards the wood on the
north side. This party was escorted by two or three German soldiers,
The party and escart marched across the grass beyond the pole, in the
direction of the Points marked "D", "E®" and "F" on the Plan (Exhibit 3),
They were lost to view by the witnesses on account of same large inter-
vening trees, (The witnesses pointed out to the Court on the ground’
the line which this party took and the direction was clearly towards
the Points marked "D", "E® and "F"). This incident was observed by
the witness Monique Level fram the window of her bedroam on the first
floor of the Chateau, and by the witness Beatrice Delafmn from an
attic window,

22, After the party had disappeared from sight, the witness
Level left her room and saw and heard no more; but the witness
Delafon, bearing in mind what she had previously seen, and what she
had heard from her cousin Level about the shots following Incident I,
paid particular attention, and heard shots., She says there were as
many shots as there were British soldiers,
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23, On the 22nd June, 194, three bodies were discovered by
the burial party commanded by R.S.M. Hopps at thes Points marked "D%,
"E" and "F" respectively. They were without ams and equipment, and
their pockets were empty. They were the bodies of:-

Rfn. Gold, D.S.
Rfn, Mchtosh, JeDe
Rfn, Thomas, We

24 Later, anpty small amms cartridge cases of German
manufacture were found on the verge of the path close to the
points marked "E" and "F",

25 Their bodies were later subjected to pathological
examination and bore wounds as follows:-

Rfn, Gold, D.S. = Wounds in head, small calibre;
; : wounds of chest and shoulder,
fatal, consistent with small
calibre bullets at close range.

Rfn, McIntosh, J.D. = Severe wounds of skull consistent
: with small calibre bullets at
close range.

Rfn. Thams, W. - Severe wounds of head, consistent 4118
with small calibre bullets at e
close range; wounds of shoulder ;
and bO.Cko

26, Prior to and for some time following this incident no {
fighting took place nearby. i

B, REASONS FOR FINDINGS.

27. Following a similar line of reasoning to that set out at
the end of Incident I.above, it is apparent that these three
Canadian soldiers were killed by small arms fire at very close
range, and not in combat,

28, The Court was left in no doubt that this party of ¥
Canadian soldiers suffered the same fate as their comrades referred i
to in Incident I, and that they were murdered by their captors vhen L}
prisoners of war and in violation of the laws and usages of war, i

b
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German cartridge cases.

View of Point "D", showing position of body, feet nearest camera.
View of Points "E" and "F", showing position of bodies,

Stake on extreme right indicates empty




Rfn, Adams, V.G, = Multiple small calibre bullet
: wounds, head, body, arms and
legs,
Rfh, Bishoff, E, - Fracture, cervical vertebrae,
Rfn, Chartrand, L. = Skull wounds, fatal, small

calibre; multiple small
calibre bullet wounds, chest
and ams,

Rfn, Cresswell, S.J. - Multiple smll calibre bullet
wounds of body; bullet
recovered from upper arm,

Rfn, . Fagnon, A.A. - Multiple smnll calibre bullet
wounds of body and foot,

Pte., Harper, R.J. = Multiple small calibre bullet
wounds of body; extensive
damage to skull; 7 bullets
recovered,

Pte, Labrecque, H.A. = Skull wound, small calibre
bullet, fatal; bullet
recovered from scapula,

Pte. Lychowich, J.L. = Multiple small calibre bullet
wounds, chest, stomach, and
legs,

. i ,F.v. -Fab.lmallcalibreshlll
) wounds,

Cpl. lMeakin, G.E. - Fatal wound of skull, smll
calibre wounds in chest,

Pte. lMutch, R. = Skull wound, small calibre,
fatal; bullet removed fram
chest wourd,

Pte. Rodgers, H, - Skull wounds, small calibre
bullets; mltiple small
calibre bullet body wounds,

Pte. Slywchuk, S. = Decapitated by small calibre
fire,

B, _REASONS FOR FINDINGS.

33 From the fact that these unarmed soldiers were seen alive
and in the custody of armed German soldiers at Point "K" only a
very short time before being found dead at the same spot; fram the
sound of shots, the position in which these bodies were found, the
nature of their wounds, their lack of equipment and arms, the
presence of photographs and prayer beads in the hands of some of
them, ard the absence of any warlike activity in the region of the
Chateau before 1830 hours on the 8th June, the Court is
irresistibly led to the conclusion that these thirteen men were
murdered by the cnemy whilst they were prisoners of war in their
hands and entitled to be treated as such, and that their deaths were
occasioned in violation of the well-recognised laws and usages of war,.
There was no evidence that they had done anything to forfeit their
status as prisoners of war.

INCIDENT IV,
A. __ FACTS,

34, On the 28th June, 194, Serjeant llinards was sent with a
burial party to the grounds of the Chateau for the purpose of burying
a number of British soldiers found dead there. His party picked up
the bodies of five Carmdian soldiers and two British soldiers, vhose
ranks and mames are set out below:-
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away from hedge.

toward Hen House.

Xass grave of thirteen soldiers involved in Incident III, looking North,

Mass grave of thirteen soldiers involved in Incident ITI, lookirg West
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(a) At or near the road junction some 600 metres } ! !
east of the Chateau, co-ordinates 871-713 i |
(CAEN Sheet, 1: 50,000 map) a considerable i
number of documents and effects of Canadian ,( .
and British soldiers have been found. Among 1§
them were items pertainirig to lajor Hodge, i b
Lance-Corporals Fuller and Meakin, Sapper i i
Harrison, Privates F. Smith, Thomas and Gold it
and Louis Chartrand., One of these men, %, |
it

Harrison, is involved in Incident IV, It
would appear that at this location prisoners
were collected and there searched for
identification,

o
TA)

(e) Rfn. K.S. Lawrence, vwhose body was found amongst
those involved in this Incident, was seen to be
captured by German soldiers shortly efter mid-
day on 8th June, 194,

B, REASONS FR FINDINGS.

38s The inference thus may fairly be drawn that most and
possibly all of the twenty-six deceased soldiers passed through
this collecting point as prisoners of war on or about the 8th
June and, with specific reference to those involved in this
incident, probably underwent the same process of examination and
extermiiation as those involved in the other incidents, This
inference is strengthened by the circumstance set forth in
paragraph 37(e) above.

39+ Despite the foregoing, this incident lacks the same
weight of evidence as the others, in that only one of these
seven soldiers was seen alive as a prisoner of war in the hands of
the eremy. While the Court is of the opinion that the evidence
gives strong ground for belief that they probably met the same
fate as those referred to in the other incidents, the said evidenoce
is not sufficiently conclusive to find that they were, with
certainty, murdered by the enemy,

FACTS SUPPORTING FINDINGS AS TO IDENTITY OF UNIT i
AND PERSONS RESPONSIBLE i

‘40, The facts upon which the Court based its findings that the g;;,H
Unit occupying the Chateau d*Audrieu on the 8th June, 1944 was a he
Company (in all probability Headquarters and Headquarters Company)
of the 12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion, are as follows:- i

(a) Witnesses testified that some of the German i
soldiers were wearing on their sleeves the words "Adolf !
Hitler"; a number of officers and N.C.0's of the Adolf bl
Hitler S.S.Division (the only Division which wears this #i
emblem on the sleeve) are known to have been attached ef
to the 12th S.S. Panzer Division (Hitler Jugend) of
which 12th S.S. Reconnaissance Battalion forms part. il

(b) Signal message forms belonging to the signal 3
platoon, Headquarter Company, 12th S.S. Reconnaissance ¥
Battalion, were found adjacent to burnt-out light

armoured vehicles in the Chateau grounds, which are

stated by the civilian witnesses to be the same vehicles

as those left behind by the Unit which occupied the

Chateau on the 8th June.

(e) A bundle of letters addressed to, and a document
written by, Untersturmfuhrer Schenk, who is known to be
the Officer Commanding the Signal Platoon of the Head-
quarters Company, 12th S.S. Reconnaissance Battalion,
were found adjacent to the said vehicles.
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Mass grave of seven soldiers involved in Incident IV.
Mass grave of seven soldiers involved in Incident IV, looking West across
open grassy space towards chateau.
10-A
- - ~ l
. PSRN . — —— ; IpswiveweweTaltootsreraldoc /U 2 202/




AT T

IR = o
N J St hag <X e = Y

T Y A s
RR T i s

PART THREE




(Copy No. 1) : 7 Jul 44
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CRDER CQNVENING THE COURT EXHIBIT No. 1. 1] 4

i‘::'fg A

SECRET %;
Copy No. .o?co. ;iﬁ : 1

Tac Hq. 21 A, 23/A(PS {i* ,

1 Canadian Army : g

Ref this HQ signal message A 49 dated 5 Jul and
letter of even number dated 6 Jul L.

1. By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army Gp,
a Court of Inquiry will assemble at a time and place to

be determined by the President for the purpose of
enquiring into and reporting on certain matters which will
be laid before them.

2. The President will be:-

Major General R.W. Barker,
ACOS, G-1 SHAEF

The members will be:~

Brigadier G.W.B. Tarleton, DSO, MC,
BGS (Liaison) HQ Second Amy

Brigadier W.H.S. Macklin, In attendance -
Cand 13 Cdn Inf Bde First Lieut
2 Joseph W. Bishop
Lt.Col. W. Blackhurst, CBE, JAGD
ADJAG HQ 21 Army Gp

1t.Col. J.W. McClain, ED,
AAG(MS) 1st Canadian Army

Fath L R

3 You will be responsible for warning the members to
attend, all administrative arrangements, including accommo- -
dation of President and members, provision of interpreters .
and transport (when necessary) also for attendance of all
necessary witnesses.

T
S TR T

(sgd) C. Lloyd
Brigaodier,
'A' Branch DAG
Rear HQ 21 Army Group,
No. 1 A.P.D.C.
Lam(li, Ww.1. 5

Lo oy
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Distribution §

Copy No. 2
Copy No. 3
Copy No. &
Copy No. 5
Copy No. 6
Copy No. 7
Copy No. 8
Copy No. 9
Copy No.10

.Jaj Gen R.W. Barker (President) i
« SHAEF G~ ,
«.H.Q. Second Army (Main)
«+1 Canadian Army (Rear)
«.Canadian Sec First Echelon
«.PA/AGA

««G (Int)

. File 21 A Gp/Main/4499/1/A ‘
«.File 21 A Gp/37u6/23/A(PS) i
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EXHIBIT No. 4.
By that you mean five yards further away ? A, Yes,

And about the same distance from the path? A. Yes,

Was this body "BY likewise wounded in the back of the head ?
Yes,

Could you tell whether it was 2 small arms wound or an artillery

fragment ? A. I formed the opinion that it was caused by an
autamatic amms of some description. I did not inspect it very
closely.

Will you give us parallel information with regard to body "C".
The same applies with regard to body "C". The posture was the
same; wound in the back of the head; same distance fram the
path, The distance fram body "B" to body "C" was roughly temn
yﬁmo

Was the condition ofthe head of body "C" any different from
bodies "A" and "B", or did you fail to notice it ? A. There
was one head which was badly knocked about, and the top of the

skull was loose, but I would not like to swear which one it was.

Did you see any other wounds on any one of these three ?
No.

Did you have time to look over the bodies very carefully ?
No. We were in the middle of the battle and I had to get back
to my regimental duties.

With reference to the bodies which you have indicated as *D",
"E" and "F", will you explain as to body "D" its locatiom,
position and the nature of its wounds ? A. Vhen

the burial party for the first three to the woods I lost my
way and went down a different path. I turned around and came
up towvards the Chateau and found body "D" on a path, on the
left of the path, and I was facing the Chateau. This body was

lying on its back; its right knee was drawn up, hands level with
the face, and it had becen shot in the face twice. On going over

to the right I found another two bodies, which are marked "E®
and "F", both lying on the face approximately a yard from the
path, and each had been shot in the head, These three bodies,
"p¥, “E" and "F", had no boots, no equipment and were dressed
in battledress,

Were they all in Canadian uniform ? Ao They all had

‘Canadian badges.

You said they had no boots on. Did they have socks an ?
Yes,

Will you describe just how. bodies "E" and "F" were placed in
relation to the path ? A. Yes. They were lying with their
feet approximately a yard fram the path at right angles, both
bodies, and they were both lying on their faces. '

Were their ams lying along their sides with the hands towards
the feet ? A. No, with the hands round their heads like
that; their hands were above the level of the shoulders.

(The witness indicates the amms as being somewhat raised with
the hands about level with the face, elbows upward).

As you looked at them did it appear to you from the position in
which they were lying that they had fallen there immediately
after having been shot or that they might have been dragged
there ? A, They had fallen as they had been shot.

2.
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EXHIBIT No, 4.

Q Were there papers, oigarettés or other personal items scattered
about near the bodies 7 Ao, No.

T e
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Q As you walked about through the woods in the vicinity of any of
these bodies did you see any British equipment or weapoms ?
A No, nonse,
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Q Or helmets ? A, Noo i

Ir'. COL. BLACKHURST: After you had scen the six bodies, did you i1iE
suspect any kind of foul play ? A. From the state of the i
vounds in the back of the head I thought they had been shot in
the back of the head: and the second three, "D", "E" and "P*,
having no boots or equipment on, I thought they had been shot
while they were prisoners. "D" was shot in the face and he
had no boots on,

WEST

U b e

Q Did you think there was something unusual about all the bodies
to make you suspect they were samething other than
battle casualties ? Ao Yes; the lack of equipment, lack of
arms and steel helmets and, as I have said before, lack of boots
in three cases, I would add that we found six German bodies in
the woods two days previously and they were all axrmed; in one
case he had a rifle with him. They were all fully dressed with
their equipment and axms beside them.

THE PRESIDENT: Did you notice the organisation to which those
Germans belonged ? A. Noo

Q You could not say whether they were S.S. ? A. No, but the
padre buried them and I think on two there were identification
marks, but I cannot say thnt

1Ir'.COL, BIACKHURST: Because of what you saw and because you sus-
pected there was some foul play did you maks a report to any=-
body ? Ao Not officially, When I went back to the Regiment
I informed the Adjutant I had found six Canadiens, and I said
that in my opinion I thought they had been killed by autamatic
fire

BRIGADIER TARLETQGHN: You would not like to say whose fire it was ?
A Yo.

THE PRESIDENT: Did you say anything to the adjutant to indicate
that they had been killed under conditions contrary to the laws
of war in regard to prisoners ? A. I may have made the
remark that I did not think they had been killed f‘air].y.

BRIGADIER TARLET(N: You saw no officer's body amongst them ?
A No, I just know they were Canadians,

THE PRESIDENT: On the 7th July, 1944, did you acoompany Captain
Pollard of the S.I.S. to the place where you had found the i
bodies 7 A. Yes, ‘

Q What did you and Captain Pollard find there ?  A. Ve searched |
round the vicinity of the M"A", "B" and "C" bodies and I saw i
Captain Pollard pick up two cartridge cases of German maks,

Q How far were these cartridge cases from the points where these
bodies lay ? A. Roughly three to four yards.

Was there any evidence of other empty cartridge cases around ? ;
Yes. In the cases of bodies "D%, “E" and "F* two cartridge

cases were found where "E" and "F" were shot, about a yard from |
these two bodies. {

-~ o

Q What make were they ? A. German moke and with German markings.
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EXHIBIT No, 5. u

Q Will you explain that a little bit more ? There was a wound in "E
the front of his head ? A. In the front of his forehead, ‘n,_ ‘
which looked like a bullet wound. b L:)

Q Therewasawoxm&infrontofhishea.dand.anothsronaintho :‘.‘
rear ? A. It appeared that a bullet had been fired and g5
had gone through the centre of his head and had splayed out. il f
It had gone through his forehead, just through the nose, and .j:: :
had splayed out and damaged the back of his head, 1@l

ol

Q This is body "E"? A. Yes, body “E". g',: }

. s ‘J f

Q And vhat about body “"F" ? A. Body "F" was a matter of about ’

a half a yard to the left of body "E". v 3# f
4

Q As you faced them ? A. As we faced them, and his head was
well under the bushes. He was further in from the path and his
head was actually hidden by bushes when we found him, When we
tumed him over, he wvas in such a bad state and we tried to
look for his identity but it was beyond our power. We could
not see vhat wounds he had,

Pty
L
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Were these men Canadians ? A. Yes; Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
They were both of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles.? A, Yes,

At about what time of the day did you start this work ?
I should say approximately about 7 p.m.

What time did you finish it ? A. I should say between
about half past 8 and 9.

O PO O O

In other words, it took you about two hours ? A, Yes, two
hours.

O

Two hours to dig the three graves and bury the bodies ?
Yes,

Was there any firing going on in the wvicinity at the time ?
We had one burst, I believe, of A,A. shells and splinters fell
Just round where we were digging the graves,

BRIGADIER MACKLIN: You said that these bodies "E" and "F" were
lying on their faces ? A, Yes,

O PO

Q And they had their boots off ? A, Yes. One thing that did
strike me was that they had no boots and no hats at all,

IT.CQL. McOIAIN: There was not much space betwoen where they were '
on the path; they were side by side ? = A. They were side by al
side, yes, ,

THE FRESIDENT: Did you form any opinion, based on your own
observation, as to the ciroumstances under which these men met i
their deaths ? By that I mean: did it lock to you as though 3
these men were casualties or that they had met their deaths in 1
some other way 7 A, My opiniémn was that they were not battle
casualties and that they had met their deaths in some other way Hi
owing to the fact that there were no pay books on them, no i
equipment and they had no headgear of any description, They had
their boots off, whereas if they had been battle casualties we
would have found their pay books and various other equipment with
them, I concluded from this that they had been prisoners of war
and that they had definitely been shot,

r Q "I concluded that they had been shot by the Germans"; does that
express 1t 7 A, Yes.

-
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EXHIEIT No,

A. Yes, whilc they were

prisoners" ?

(The witness withdraws)

prisoners,

Q "While they were
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EXHIBIT No. 6.
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BRIGADIER TARLETQ: Did any of them have pay books ?
A No, no pay books.

THE PRESIDENT: Did you find pay books in any of their pockets ?
A No.

ERIGADIER TARLET(N: Is there any other reason ? You have :
mentioned two now, A. Their falling dowvmn and their equip-
ment are the only reasons I can see that they had been shot.

TSR AT e 8 e p R R
MRS pes eIty i et

THE PRESIDENT: Did you feel that they had been prisoners of war
at the time they weré shot ? A, Well, yes, because the only
report I got about them was that they were most likely prisomers
of war. When we saw them there was nothing near or around them
and in a place like this, with a battle on, nobody would wander
far avay without a small arm, even.

Nt
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BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Did you discuss this when you went back to
your unit ? Did you mention to anyone that you had been bury-
ing Canadians who might have been shot ‘as prisoners ?

A As far as shot prisoners are concerned, no, sir, I was told
when I was coming through that I had got to bury three Canadians,

Q It would be quite an unusual thing for a burial party to bury
people whom you say were shot, and it might be an occasion for
a certain amount of conversation and discussion. Was there any
disocussion or conversation at all ? A. No, there was not
with any other of the men, Where they are, they are not all
with me, I was the only one from my detachment ——e—

Q I know, but you did not mention it to the serjeant-major or
anyone else and say: "Look here, I have been burying three
Canadians; I thought they were killed" ? A. No.

Q You did not mention it ? Ae No. At that time, when I got
back there, I went straight to my gun and as far as I was con-
cermed I did not want to talk about it.

Q It was a dirty job, it vas finished and you did not want to
talk about it; is that it ? A. Yes.

(The witness withdraws)
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EXHIEIT No. 7
RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of
REV. A. INGLIS

' REV., A. INGLIS is called and, having been duly

sworn, is examined as follows :~-

THE PRESIDENT : Are you the Rev. Angus Inglis, Chaplain to the
Forces, attached to 185 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery ? A. Yes.

Q

Did you perform any duty in the vicinity of the Chateaun
d'Audrieu, this Chateau, on the afternoon on or about 22nd June,
1944 ? A, Yes.

Will you please state the nature of that duty ? A. I began with -

a burial party to bury six Canadian soldiers found on the edge
of the wood here (indicating on sketch). There were three
buried that evening,

Will you pleuse indicate on the sketch the points at which
those bodies were found ? A. There were E and F, and the
other body was in the wood behind the graves,

What you are telling us is that you buried two bodies ? "The
bodies that I buried were two found in the vicinity of points
marked E and F and a third body which I believe was found
near the point marked G"; is that it ? A. Yes.

You have marked the point G as one where & body was found.,
Do you know the name of that soldier ? A, Yes, His name
was Gold, D.S.

I understand that there is a difference of opinion as
between yourself and some of the non-commissioned officers
as to the location of this third body, you maintaining that
it was found at G ? A. Yes.

And they maintaining that it was found at the point marked D ?
A. Yes, 1 am quite clear about that i.n my own mind.

However, you are both speaking of the same body ? A. Yes,
of the same body.

The difference of.opinion being merely as to the location
where it was found ? A. Yes.

Will you please describe to the Court the posture in which
this body was found ? A. I found this first body as I was
coming through the wood this way, by this path (indicating

on the sketch) and he was crouching. I turned him over to
see if I could find any identification on him. I thought

he was one of our own Royal Engineers, according to his flash,
and I went back again and was then quite clear that he was
with the Royal Vinnipeg Rifles.

\'\hen you say he was crouching, do you mean he was lying on his
face ? A. I do remember this body quite clearly. He was
lying like this (indicating).

Vias he up on his elbow ? A. Yes. I remember something of
that sort. He was like this (indicating), leaning on his
right elbow.
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ZXHIBIT No, 7

Q Will you describe, if possible, the state of the wound in the
body at "C" ? A. Yes, he was lying on his back and most of
the head was blown away, about from the neck portion, where
thousands of maggots had been, and when the body was moved
they all fell to the ground, and there was a part which was
put with the rest of the body and carried along the path, and

' part of that scalp fell away on the path as we went towards
: the grave. There was at that moment AA fire and pieces
' falling in the wood. '

Q Can you state anything about whether the pockets or personal
effects showed that these men had been rifled ? A. No, the
pockets were quite orderly, but there was nothing in them,

o

Q In the course of your duties did you have occasion to be
present at the burial of any Germans ? A. I buried seven
German bodies at map point 867712 on the 18th June. One was
a German officer and the other six were German other ranks,
They had been dead some little time; they were fully armed
and were obvious battle casualties. In my opinion they had
been killed by artillery fire. I handed in all evidence of
identification, together with their letters and effects, to
my headquarters. From the notes which I took at the time
(although these notes are somewhat sketchy, I did make a.
complete burial return at the time) the following are the
particulars of their identification:

Rl o
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(1) Disc. (Helmet "R. Gellen"), _

(2) pisc. 118. 2d Hitler Jugend SS Waffen VT,

(3) Disc: 13459 SS Naghr RS Regt.

(4) Disc: 15450 SS Naghr [RS Regt. Helmet: "Florimond
Liemanns".

(5) Disc: 15648A. lame: SS Oberst Riehm, H,

(6) Disc: 2296. IE LAH. SS Verfugungs Truppe

(7) Disc: 77 Hitler Jugend. Stab AA, Waffen SS.

In my opinion they had been dead several days.

Q Vhat were your suspicions as to how the Canadian soldiers
whom you buried met their deaths ? A. I concluded that they
had been prisoners in the hands of the enemy because they
were without equipment, without letters or documents of
any kind and vithout their pay books, and-without any
headgear.

Q For the purpose of the record, I should like to relate the
bOdies found in IIA", "B"’ !IC"’ I|D"’ I|E"’ "Fll and "Gll to
the numbered graves in that group of six graves.

Aq No. 1 - "D" or "G"
No., 2 - "pw
No. 3 - Npu
. Noo 4 = "A
No. 5 - "B"
No. 6 - mCv

The Queens Own Rifles was put in No. 6 ? A. Yes.

The Viinnipeg Rifles was put in No. 5 ? A. Yes

o MRy > SR >

The major is "A" ? A, Yes.

That would be 4 ? A. Yes.

O

Q How many of the bodies were you able to identify ? A. Two;
Gold and lackintosh.

(The vitness withdraws)

3.
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"RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of
CAPT. L. G. SNEATH

CAPT. L. G. SNEATH is called and, having been duly sworn,

is examined as follows:
THE PRESIDENT : What is your name, rank and orgunization ?

A. Lloyd George Sneath, Captain, Canloan, 10l attached
Hallamshire Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment,

.Were you in the area in the vicinity of this Chateau,
Chateau d'Audrieu, on or about the lith June, 1944? A. Yes,

Did you on that day come across any evidence of the presence
of Canadian Troops in the vicinity of this Chateau ?
A. Yeﬂ, I did.

Vill you please state to the Court the place where you came
across this evidence and the nature of the evidence ?

A. In the area at the east end of the wood east of the
Chateau where the road swings off to the south at the junction
where there is a track running east, I picked up the Advance
Book of a Canadian Officer. The name on.it was "Major F. E,
Hodge". I knew this officer was a member of the Royal
Viinmipeg Rifles. I put this book in my pocket at the time
and 250 yards further back on the track towards Audrieu some
half an hour later I picked up the L.F.M. 279 of the same
officer (record of service). This was picked up in a gateway
on the north side of the track where there was a large number
of personal letters, snapshots and documents, German, French
and British. I looked through some of these papers, pdcked
out those who I knew to be VWinnipeg Rifles and a Nominal
Roll of "A" Company, lst Battalion, Royal Winnipeg Rifles
along with other Company documents, namely the addresses of
next of Iin and others which I do not recall. There were
snapshots of Pte. Adams, letters belonging to Pte, Gold,

a stretcher bearer, the pay books of Fuller and Thomas, and
the pay books of Louis Chartrand and L/Cpl. F. V, Meakin.

From the indications in that vicinity did it appear to you
that a Company lleadquarters had been captured or over-run

or that these were papers that had been taken from individuals,
or are you unable to form an opinion 7 A, I should say that
they were all taken from them as a group, as the papers were
all in a small area and the German positions in that area

were very well put in - There were a lot of German positions
there.

Did you infer the indication that the persons whose papers
you had found had been taken prisoners ? A, I would think
from the appearance that they were prisoners at the time the
papers were taken from them,

Did you see any British Arms or equipment lying around that
area ? A, There were several pieces of British equipment
within a radius of 20 yards of that gateway.

BRIGADIER TARLETON : Any ams ? A. No arms.

THE PRESIDANT : What disposition did you make of these papers ?

A. They were taken that same night to The Royal Winnipeg
Rifles and handed to the Second-in-Command.

1.
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EXHIBIT No., 9.

RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of :
CAPT, H. S. G. THOMAS,

CAPT, HERBERT SAMUEL GRIFVFITHS THOMAS is called and,
having been duly swom, is examined as follows:-

THE PRESIDENT: Will you please state to the Court your name,
rank, organisation and duty? A, Herbert Samuel Griffiths
Thomas, Chaplain to the Forces, 4th Class, attached Hallamshire
Battalion, The York and Lancaster Regiment,

Q Did your duties bring you to the vicinity of the Chateau
d'Audrieu on or about 14th June, 19447 A, Yes,

Q How did you happen to come here? A, One of our Companies
had positions round the Chateau and the Company Commander,
Major Lockwood, O0.C. "B" Company, Hallamshire Regiment, had seen
thirteen dead Canadians lined up against the hedge at the top of
the wood, just inside the top of the garden of the Chateau, and
he sent for me to see them with 2 view to arranging for their
burial,

Q On your arrival at the Chateau will you tell the Court what you
found here? A. I came up the main drive and reported to
the Company Office which was in one of the outbuildings, I
reported to the Company Commender and he took me up to see the
bodies, and having done so we lef't them,

Q I call your attention to this sketch map of the Chateau and
grounds and ask you to indicate on this map the location in
which you found these bodies? A, I found them along this
hedge at the point marked "K". There were one or two bodies
Just round the corner there slightly detached from the others,
a matter of two yards (indicating on sketch map),

Q What uniform did these bodies wear? A, They were 2ll
wearing battledress and with "Royal Wirmipeg Rifles" on their
shoulders,

Q VWhat was the state of their clothing? A. Some had boots on,
others had their boots taken off; none had equipment on; they
had no helmets on, their helmets were just strewn about the
place; there was no sign of arms or equipment.

Q Was there any evidence of the pockets of these men having been
pilfered? A, No,

Q Were there any papers, photographs, or other objects of a
similar nature strewn about? A, Yes,

Q Did you examine any of these papers? A, No, I did not, I
collected them and I handed them over to a Canadian Officer
later on who came up to our Battalion Headquarters.

Do you know the name of that officer? A, I do not.

Q Describe to the Court please as accurately as you can the
nature of the wounds which these men had received? A, They
had all been shot through the head,

Q Can you say whether you think they had been shot in the back of
the head or otherwise? A. I camot say,

1.
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EXHIBIT No. 9,

Q What part of the head ai:peared to be the entering wound?
A, That I cannot say, In onc case in particular the top of
the head was off; there was nothing left from the cyc~brows
up.

Q How extensive were these head wounds? A, In the majority of
the cases they were clean wounds, but there were one or two = I
cannot say exactly how mony = where they had been badly shattered,
and one case I remember in particular,

Q Can you state positively that each and every one of the thirteen
had a head wound? A. Yes, I can say that dcfinitely.

Q Was there any sign of their having been wounded elsewhere than
in the head? A, No, I am almost definite on that; I am
certain there were not any other signs.

Q You state that these bodies were lined up along a hedgerow,
With relation to that hedgerow how were the bodies arranged or
disposed? A, Speaking generally, they had fallen in a row
parallel to the hedge. In one or two cases they had fallen :
back into the hedge and others had fallen forward, In one or two
cases they had spun round and fallen siceways, There were two
detached ones lying two yards apart from the others,

Q Were you able to identify these bodies? 4, Yes,
Q All of them? A, All of them,

Q By what means did you identify them? A, By their identity
discs,

Q Did you go through the pockets of these men? A, Yes,

Q Did you find any pay books or other identification papers?
A, Yes,

Q How many? A, I did not find all the pay books. I camot tell
you exactly how many I found, I put them all in one bundle and
they were all handed to this Canadian Officer, but all identity
discs were found,

Q Who was with you at that time? A. Major Lockwood, who has
since been killed in action, We did have someone at the gate
with a Sten gun because the wood had not been cleared of the
enemy then.

Q. Did you bury these bodies on that occasion? A, No, we left
it for a few days because I went back to Battalion Headquarters
and sent in a report to Brigade to say that I thought these men
had been shot by the enemy while they were prisoners of war, I
postponed the burial thinking that somebody might come along to
look into things more definitely and they were all left for, I
think, five days, until we moved from the area, and I thought
that before we moved we should bury them, and so we carried out
the burial, They were left for those five days purposely in the
hope that someone would come to examine them,
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Q I gather th& that you returned four or five days later to bury
them and to conduct the burial service? A, Yes,

Q On that occasion did you gather any further information about
these men in connection with matters concermed with the question i
Jjust asked you? A. No, I cannot say that I did because we i
had made a very thorough search the first time we went there, :
We did pick up one or two odd letters and photographs; that was
all, but nothing which helped the case at all,

Q Was Captain Sneath with you when you came to bury the bodies?
A, No, he was on duty,
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EXHIBIT MNo. 10,

Are you familiar with the uniform of the S.S. troops?
A, Yes, I am,

Did you find out at any time the unit to which these men
belonged? A, On the left sleeve band of the soldiers was
written "Adolf Hitler"; I think it was on the left sleeve,
but I am not certain, ;

Was that on all of the soldiers who were here on the afternoon
of 8th June? A, A1l those whom I noticed had "Adolf Hitler"
on their sleeve, but many of them had rain capes on and I
could not say about them, I could not see vhat they had on
their sleeves.

On this afternoon of June 8th did any parties of British
soldiers, soldiers in British uniform, arrive at the Chateau?
A. Yes, S

liow many parties of them were there? A, . First of all, at
1400 hours we saw one group of three soldiers,

Please tell the Court what became of these three soldiers in
British uniform., Vhere did you first see them? A, At
1400 hours I was in Miss Monique Level's room on the first
floor and through the window I saw men in British uniform
near the sycamore tree,

What were they doing at that time? A, I saw the three
soldiers in British uniform near the gycamore tree and they
walked to a place beneath the sycamore tree, At this point
my view of them was obstructed by the tree.

At that time were the German officers also under the sycamore
tree? A, I do not know,

Did you see them anywhere else at that time? A, No, I did
not see them anywhere else,

What did these soldiers do then? A, Then I came down to ryy
own room on the ground floor. I went out thrdugh the window and

sat in the pathway,

At the far side of the pathway or the near side? A, Near the
Chateau; on the side of the pathway towards the house., I saw
the three soldiers in British uniform march by.

How near did they pass to you? A, Three to four spaces, I
could tell you exactly if I were on the spot.

As they passed you did you notice any mark on their uniform to
show what unit they belonged to? A, No, I did not notice,

Did you notice any badges on the arm? A, No, I did not
notice anything.

Where was Monique Level at that moment? A, She was sitting
next to me,

Who was with these soldiers in British uniform? A, Two or three
German soldiers,

Were these soldiers Adolf Hitler Division soldiers; did they have
the Adolf litler badge on them? A, I did not notice it at
that time.
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EXHIBIT No, 10,

Pleage tell the Court vhat weapons, if any, the Gemman soldiers
had vho were with these British soldiers? A, I know that they
had firearms; if they had not had firearms I would have noticed -
it It was a normal thing for me to see them with firearms

and I did not pay any attention to the firearms, I noticed that
they were armed, but I did not notice the particular kind of
weapons, :

How closely behind the soldiers in British uniform did the
German soldiers march? A, There were some in front and
some behind; there were two or three Germans escorting them
and they were all in single file,

Did the British soldiers, as they went by, have any field
equipment on them? A, They were wearing’boots and were
dressed in battledress, trousers and tunic without hats,
They had no weapons or equipment.

Did you notice, as these soldiers went by, the attitude or
manner of the British soldiers? A, They walked without
looking in any direction and their faces were expresionless.

Did you notice whether one of them was an officer? A, No,
I did not notice,

Were their hands tied? A, No,

Where did this party go? A, They went by me from right to
left,

And then where did they go? A, They went along the pathvay
but I do not know where they went because I came into the
Chateau,

How far had they gone when you went outside? A. Mot very
far away, as I went in immediately,

Can you tell the Court why you returned to the Chateau at that
time? A. I am not sure why I entered the Chateau at that
time, but I had in mind preparing some part of the Chateau as
an air-raid shelter,

Did you form any opinion or conclusion at that time as to what '
was to be done with these British soldiers? A, No, I did not
form any opinion at this moment.

Where did you go when you came back from the house, can you
remember? A, I came back into the house and entered into
the kitchen where I saw Monique, ;

When you came in did Monique remain outside? A. Yes,

Then it was later on that you saw Monique in the kitchen?
A, Yes, but it was not very long.

Did you hear any shots at about that time? A. Yes, before
I saw Monique I heard several shots quite close to the house,
and I did not know what it was.

From what direction? A, From the back of the house,

From the direction of the park? A, Yes,

Will you please indicate on this sketch map the direction
from which you thought those shots came? A, I was in the

north wing of the Chateau and the shots came from an easterly
direction in the park (indicating on sketch map).
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EXHIBIT No. 10.

About what hour was it that Raymond told you this ? A, I
think it was about four o'clock in the afternocon of that
seme day, but I am not quite sure, I recall that I had to
give alcoholioc stimulant to Raymond and Rene Lanoue,

After you told Raymond to stay in the house did you tell
anyone else about what he had said ? A. Monique was with
me when Raymond told me about this,

Did you tell Rens what his son had told you ? A, I must have
told Rene about the shootings in order that he would keep quiet
and with the object of preventing him from going round and
trying to see what the Germans were doing.

Afterwards did you see these bodies ? . A, The next day.

I have here a sketch map of the Chateau and the grounds. .Will
You please point out where you saw those bodies ? A. Along
the hedge at this point (indicating point "K"),

How many bodies were there 7 A, I did not count them,

Do you know approximately how many ? A, I thought there were
thirteen.

Did you see any British eqtd.pnent or weapons lying around ?
I did not notice any of their equipment nearby, but I did
notice that some of them were without boots.

Can you tell how the bodies were placed in respect to the
hedgerow ? A, The bodies were in a row along the hedge;
most of them had their heads towards the hedge.

Could you tell how these men had been killed ? A,
been shot in the head,

They had

All of them ? A, Yes, all of them, I saw their wounds.

-Did you see any other wounds on them besides in the head ?

They may have had other wounds, but I did not notice them.

At what time was this when you visited the spot ? A, On
Friday, 9th June, about two o'clock in the afternoon with a
British soldier, This British soldier looked closely at the
bodies and he said they were Canadians.

What grade was this soldier 7 A, He was a soldier who was
attending to wounded persommel; he had a white arm band with
a red oross on it, ;

Did you see any fresh blood on their faces ? A, I saw that
their faces were covered with blood which was not flowing.

Did any Germen wounded soldiers comec to the Chateau that day ?
No one came, but we picked up one in front of the gate
entering the VWeat side of the Chateau,

Who picked him up ? As Monique Level, the gardener Rene
Janoue, the gardener's sen, Raymond, another bay who I do not
know and myself, This was about 10,30 at night,

Wes ho badly wounded ? A, He had an injury to his upper am
and the aym was frectured. A bullet had entered his left leg

*?' and geme out gq_ (indiocating peint of entyy near the hip
oxit near the kmea), .
VWaa he able tomlk ? A, No,

Did you take him into the Chateau ? A Yon,

6.
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: EXHIBIT No. 10,

Q Did you get his name? A, Yes; we got all his identity
papers which we gave to the English pcople.

Q Did you have any conversation with him? If so, will you please
tell the Court what that conversation was? A, We first
thought that he was going to die, and then he kept on talking;
he seaned to be delirious, and as we were not sleeping I was
listening to what he was saying, He said that he would be
shot by the English and we as well. Then he said he had been
in Russia for two years, that his mother would die if he died
and he had had enough of the war, He said to us: "Why are
you treating me? I am a German", He then said that three or
four German Divisions were arriving and that Audrieu would be
retaken by the Germans in three or four days time, Ie asked
me how many kilometres it was to Laigle and Evreux, The
German told me he wanted to go to that place on foot as he did
not want to be taken prisoner, but he could not walk.,

Q Did he say anything more about his badges? A,  Yes, He
asked us to hide his uniform because he said if he was found
in S.S. Uniform he would be shot. I told him that the English
did not shoot their prisoners and he did not believe me, He
told me a story which I did not understand very well, The

. story was that his Colonel had been taken prisoner by_the
English and wounded by the British and he later cs&@bed from
the British, I cannot remember the story as I heard it then,

Q Do you know what Unit he belonged to? A. Adolf Hitler,

Q Have you ever seen this man before? A, No, but the
domestic help said that they recognised him and that he had
come to the house for a drink on the afternoon of the 8th June,

Q What became of this prisoner? A, At noon on 9th June, 1944,
we went to the village of Audrieu and the English Red Cross
came and got this prisoner, :

Q Do you remember this man's name? A, I think it was Emst
Ablender,

Q When did the German troops which came here on the 8th June
lcave the Chateau? A, Around 8 or 9 o'clock on the evening
of 8th June, 1944, y

Q Did they take their vehicles with them? A, They took some
but thegy left a good many behind.

Q Did the shells from the bombardment fall in the trees and in RS
the area where the German vehicles had been placed? A, Yes, ki
on their vehicles throughout the grounds, on an ammmnition fif
dump and in the field and garden at the rear. i

Q Are you sure that it fell at the same place where there wos a
lot of German amrunition? A, Yes, ]

Q How could you tell this? A, The others told me and I saw , :
it burning.

Q The Germans left on the night of June 8th, Do you know when
the Germans returned here? A. They did not go very far away.
There were always & few left in the park, On Mondgy morning !
the gardener met one of the Germans here in the grounds, This i
Chateau always remained an outpost, i

Saramt b

Q If you were able to see any of these Germans again would you be r
able to identify them - I refer particularly to the Germans who i
escorted the prisonecrs past you - or any of the German officers?

11!
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EXHIBIT No. 10 (FRENCH).
DEPOSE DU TRMOIGNAGE
DE

Mlle BEATRICE MARTE MARGUERITE DQMINIQUE DELAFQN.

LE PRESIDENT: Votre nam est-il Batrice Marie Marguerite
- Dominique Delafon ? R. Oui, c'est celd.

'Q Ou demsuriez-vous le 8 jJuin 1944 ? R. Au chateau a'Audrieu.
Q. Qui est le pmpr:lhta.iro du chateau ? R. Mon oncle, M. Philippe
Lev :

Qui demeurait au chateau le 8 juin a part de vous-méme ?
Ma tante, lime Philippe Level, ma cousine, Monique Level,
Antoinette Level, qui ost agde de 17 ans, mes amies, Annie
de Gautret, Mlle Louise Durant, le jardinier, Rene Lanocus

sa ferme, Louise Lanoue et son fils, Raymond Lanous.

Q Quel fige avez-vous ? R, 22 ans.

Q Y a-t-il eu des troupes dh des formatians allemandes qui sont
arrivées au chateau le 8 juin 1944 2 R. Oui, nous les avons
vues arriver vers midi le 8 juin.

Q Qu'on t-ils faient h leur arrivfe 2 R. Ils se sont installfes
pour la bataille. Ils ont installd leurs t€léphones et leurs
- tentes qu'ils ont camoufldes,

Q D'aprés-vous ont-ils &tabli un poste de commandement ? R. Oui,
ils ont dtabli un poste de cammandement sous le sycamore et
c'est 1\ od leurs lignes de t8léphones &taient en op&ration.

Combien d'officiers et de soldats &taient dans ce groupe ?
J'ai vu trois officiers et je ne puis wous dire le nombre
des soldats. Ils allaient et venaient tout le temps et je ne
pourreds exprimer une idfe du nombre d'hommes dans 1'unitd’

o

i

~ Q Avez-vous remarqué’ quel ftait le grade des officiers ? R. J'ai i
premidrement vu un capiteine et j'ai aussi vu un commandant, |

mais Je ne pourrais dire son grade. Les allemands parlent b
d'un coammandment; qui est du grade d'un capitaine et au dessus, s
Celui-ci avait la Croix de Fer autour de son cou et j'ai Hi
oonolus qu'il etait Chevalier de 1'Ordre de la Croix de Fer. e

Q Vous avez dit qu'il y avait un troisidme officier ? R. Oui.
Le troisidme &tait habilld en noir. Je ne puis pas dire son 2
mc

Q ftait-i1 hobill€ en noir ob d'un bleu foncd’? R. Noir, avec
- une t8te de mort et des os croisds sur chaque cotd”de son col.

Q Quel sorte de chapeau portaient ces officiers ? R. Ils B
portaient des casquettes molles avec une visidres dures et 1'autre
portait une casquette de campagne. <

g

Q Pouvez-vous vous rappelez ce que les autres avaient sur leurs 1
cols 2 . R. Je savais qu'ils &taient des S.S., mais je n'ai pas |
mwa leurs insignes de grads. :

2
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EXHIBIT No, 10 (FRENCH).

Ltes-vous rensci[mga sw les tenues des troupes 5.8.7
R. Oui, je le suis,

Avez-vous jemais su } quelle unit€ que ces homes appartenaient?
R. Les soldats avaient un brassard sur la manche gauche sur
laquelle étadt insorit "Adolf IHitler"; Je pense que c'&tait
sur la manche gauche, mais Je ne suis pas certaine,

Est-ce que cet insigne &tait portd par tous les soldats qui
Staient ici 1'aprds-midi du 8 juin? R. Tous ceux que
J'ai rema s avaient "Adolf Hitler" sur lewrs manches; mais
plusieur d'entre eux portaient des impermfables; alors je ne
peux rien dire de ce qui regarde ceux-ci, Ye ne pouvais pas
voir ce qu'ils avaient sur leurs manches.

En cet aprds-midi du 8 juin y a t-il eu des groupes de soldats
britanniques, o'est-h-dire des soldats en tenus britannique qui
sont arrivés au chateau? R, Oui. '

Combien de groupes de ceux-ci y avaient-ils? R. D'abord, %
quatorze heures nous avons vu un groupes de trois soldats,

Veuillez dire X la court ce qu'est devenu de ces trois soldats
en tenue britannique. Ou les avez-vous vus pour la premidre
fois? R. A quatorze heures, j'étais dans la chambre de }lle
lionique Level au premier étage et par une fen®tre j'ai vu des
homm2s en temue britannique pr¥s du sycamore,

Que faisaient-ils b ce mament 14?2 R. J'2i vu les trois soldats
e n tenue britannique prds du sycamore et ils se sont rendus
dans un entroit sous le sycamore, A cet endroit les arbres
obstruaient ma wvus,

A ce moment 1A, est-ce que les officiers allemnds etaient
aussi sous le sycamore? R. Je ne sais pas,

Les avez-vous vus ailleur X ce moment 13? R. Non, je ne les
pas vus ailleur,

.Qu'on fait ces soldats ensuite? R. Ensuite j'ai descendu X ma

chambre au rez-de-chaussf. J'ai sorti par une ferftre et je
me suis assise dans le sentier,

Sur le cBte opposf ou sur le cBtd” du sentier qui est le plus
pris du chateau? R. Pros du chateau, sur le c8t€ du sentier
le plus prds de la maismn. J'ai vu passer les trois soldats
en tenue britannique.-

A quelle distance de vous ont-ils passé? R. Trois oh quatre
pas. Je pourrais vous le dire e:actement si j'étais sur place,

Quand ils sont passfs, avez-vous mquu‘ sur leur tenue des
insignes démontrant A quelle unité ils appartenaient? R. Non
je n'ai pas remarqué,

Avez-vous mr:nrqué des insignes sur leurs bras? R. lNon, je
n'ai rien remarqué,

Ou dtait lonique Level X ce moment? R. Elle tait assise a cté |1

de moi,

Qui accompagnaient ces soldats en tenue britannique? R. Deux
ou trois soldats allemands,

Est-ce que ces soldats appartcnaient % la division Adolf Hitler;

portaient-ils 1'insigne d'Adolf idtlex? R. A ce moment 1h je
n'ai pas remarqué,

2.
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EXHIBIT No. 10. (FRENCH).

Avez-vous causé avec les soldats allemands ou les avez~vous
entendu parler des prisoniers britanniques ? R, Tout ce
que j'ai entendu dire c'est seulement ce que je vous ai dit,

apropos des couteaux, et ce que j'ai dit que nous nous ferions
tuer, .

Avez-vous vu aucun autre groupe de soldats britanniques autour
du chateau durant cette apres-midi ? R, Oui., Juste apres
cela, ;le suis montee au grenier du chateau et par la fenStre
du cBté est, j'ai vu des soldats en tenue britannique qui
traversaient la pelouse en arriere du chateau, marchant du
sud au nord audeld de la perche. Ils me sembldrent entrer
dans le bois du c¢Bt€ nord du champ, mais ils ont disparu de
ma vue loraqu'ils ont &t€ au-deld du gros c2dre, AussitSt
qu'ils disparurent, j'ai entendu des coups de feu; je les ai
comptés et il y avait autant de coups de feu qu'il y avait
de soldats britanniques, J'étais. particulirement attentive
& cause de ce que lMonique venait de me dire de ses soupcons
au sujet du traitement accorder au premier trois soldats
britanniques.

Y avait-il des soldats allemands avec ces soldats britamniques ?
Oui.

Savez-vous combien ? R. Oui; deux ol trois,

Ceci est tres important. Combien de temps s'dcoula entre le
temps que vous les avez perdu de vue au-delh du cedre et
1'instant que vous avez entendu les coups de feu ?

Ce fut tres vite, parce que j'ai remarqué celd particulibre-
ment.

Avez-vous vu les soldats allemands retourner de cette endroit ?
Je pense que oui mais je n'en suis pas certaine.

Pourriez-vous dire quelles sortes d'armes que ces soldats
allemands avaient ? R. Non.

Croyez-vous que les soldats que vous avez vus passer 2
travers le champ étaient les nfmes que vous avez vus passer
sur lz’t route; pdurriez-vous dire ? R, Non, ils étaient
trop éloignés pour me permettre de dire,

Pourriez-vous dire oui ol non si ces soldats britamiques
étaient nu-nied & ce moment 1& ? R, Non; ils &taient trop
loin.

Est-ce qu':ila parraissaient avoir veru du poste de commande-
mant sous lc sycamore ? R. C'est possible, mais je ne le
sais pas,

Savez-vous si 1'endroit ou allérent ce deuxi®me groupe de
soldats était le m@me endroit ou all¥rent les premiers ?
Non. Je ne sais pas, C'est possible, mais je ne pecnse pas
que c'était le mfheendroit,

Powrriez-vous dire si ce deuxiéme groupe de soldats anglais
portaient sois des armes oh des &quipements ? R. Ils ne
portaient rien,

Est-ce qu'ils avaient des casquettes ? R, Non.

Savez-vous si un troisiéme groupe de so:l.dats anglais ou
canadiens est venu au chateau ce jour la ? R. J'en ai
vu aucun vivant.

En avez-vous vu mort ? R. Oui, le lendemain apres le
dejeuner,

5.
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EXHIBIT No. 10. (FRENCH).

e

Q Comment avez-vous entendu parler pour la praniére fois de ce
groupe ? R. D'abord du fils du jardinier et ensuite de son

pére.

Q Vous avez dit que premid¥rement vous avez apris cela de Raymond
Lanoue, L'avez-vous alors dit & d'autre ? R. D'abord j'ai
vu Raymond; sa figure était tr¥s bouleversée parce qu'il avait
été chercher les cochons et il avait vu des choses horribles,
Je lui ai dit de se taire, parce que je croyais savoir ce qu'il
avait vu; et parce que je savais qu'ils avaient d€ja fusillés

des canadiens et que je croyais qu'il avait vu d'autres cadavres. :

Ensuite, j'ai dit au jardinicr et & son fils de rester dans la B&

maison, mais je crois qu'jls sortirent tout de méme. b

e PR
g ot os-punsan -
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e

Quelle heure &tait-il quand Raymond vous a dit cela ? - 3
Je pense qu'il était environ quatre heures de 1'aprés-midi de el

: ce meme jour, mais je n'en suis pas tout h fait certaine, Je %1
me rapelle que j'ai du donner un stimulant d'alcool k Raymond %!
|

oo

et Ren€ Lanoue,

gt

Aprés que vous avez dit & Raymond de rester dans la maison;
en avez=vous parlé A d'autres de ce qu'il vous avait raconté ? ‘
Monique &tait avec moi quand Raymond m'a raconté cela. ol

{ySTR et

-
s
-

Q Avez-vous dit 2 Ren€ ce que son fils vous avait dit ? R. fai
du en parler h Renf apropos des fusillades afin qu'il reste
tranquille et pour l'empsgher de fureter et d'essayer de voir
ce que les allemands faisaient, 1 J

—

Q Flus tard, est-ce que vous avez vu ccs cadavres ? R. Le
lendemain,

Q J'ai ici une carte representant le chatecau et le terrain qui i gli
1l'entour, Voudriez-vous indiquer 1l'endroit ou vous avez vu 4 1
les cadavres ? R, Tout le long du buisson 2 cet endroit %)
(indiquant le point "K"). bE

Q Combien de cadavres y avait-il ? R. Je ne les ai pas e

comptés. l

Q Pourriez-vous nous dire combien & peu prés ? R, Je pensais e
qu'il y en avait treize, LIH

f

!

Q Avez-vous des es ol équipements aux alentour ? R, Je
n'ai pas remar:;’z a'il y avait de leurs équipements autour,
mais j'ai remarqué que certains d'entre eux n'avaient pas de
chaussures, :

Q Pouvez~vous dire comment les cadavres €taient place's Jen re-
lation au buisson ? R. Les cadavres étaient rangés le long
du buisson, la plus part ayant leurs t8tcs vers le buisson,

Q Pourriez-vous dire de quelle maniére ces homes avaient &t€ i
tus ? R, Ils avaient &té fusilld dans la t€te.

Q Tous ? R, Oui, tous, car j'ai vu leurs blessures. |

Q Avez-vous vu d'autres blessures b part de celles qu'ils
avaient 3 la tfte ? R. Il pouvait y en avoir, mais je
n'en ai pas remarque.

Q Quelle heure &tait-il quand vous avez visité cette cndroit ?

R Le vendredi, 9 juin, vers deux heures de 1'aprés-midi avec
un soldat anglais. Ce soldat anglais examina les cadavres
de trés proche et il me dit qu'ils &taient canadiens,
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EXHIBIT No. 14.
RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of

SERJEANT G.H. MINARDS.

SERJEANT G.H. MINARDS is called and, having been
duly sworn, is examined as follows:-

THE PRESIDENT: Will you state to the Court your full name,

O »O > O

number, rank and organisation ? A, George laydon Minards,
2070751, Lance-serjeant, 289 Field Park Company, Royal Engineers.

Did you have any duties to perform in the vicinity of the
Chateau d'Audrieu on or about the 28th June, 1944 ? A, Yes,

Will you state to the Court the nature of that duty ? A. On

theevmx:l.ngoftthBthtwoofnvnenmportedtometheﬁ.nding‘

of the bodies of two Canadian soldiers in the wood, I then
organised a search party and we scoured the wood thc same
evening and together we found seven bodies, I identified them
as far as possible and we carried on burying them the next
m!ningo . ;

I will show you this sketch map of the Chateau and its grounds
and ask you to indicate on it the area in which you found these
bodies. A, I found two bodies at Point "G" and the
remaining five were found across the path in this area here.
(The witness indicates a point North of the track or trail
quite near thereto).

Were you able to identify these bodies with respect to the
organisation that they belonged to ? A, No, not the units,
their specific units, I was able to icentify them only as
six Canadians and one British soldier.

What was the nature of the wounds on these bodies ?  A. So
far as I can remember, six had body and head wounds and the
British soldier was shot in the head.

Will you clarify that a little bit by first describing the
nature of the wounds of the two soldiers found near Point "G" ?
I cannot do it truthfully, sir.

You sce, your answer said that they had body and head wounds
Yes. ; '

Can you state how many of them had head wounds which would
have proven fatal ? A. At least five of them.

Do you want to say at least five, possibly more, or would you
rather let it stand at that ? A. I would rather let it
stand at that,

BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Are there, any you distinctly remember not shot

in the head ? A, No; it would be difficult to say because
in some cases there were some bodies which were badly decomposed.

THE PRESIDENT: Did you find any weapons, British weapons or

Q
Q

Q

equipment near at ‘hand ? A. No. .
Were there any- British helmets ? A. No.

Did you examine the pockets of these soldiers ? A, Only of
those on whom we could not find identity discs.

On how many were you able to find identity discs ? A, Four,

1.
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EXHTBIT No. 11.

Then you did search the pockets of the other three for
identification ? A. The other three I did search, but I did
not find any identity discs on them.

You went through their pockets ? A, Yes,

Did you find anything on them by which you could identify them ?
On two of them I did. ;

“
Q
A
Q

What did you find ? A, On one I found a wallet conteining an
Ontario driving licence, photographs and a letter; om the
second one I found a small notecase containing photographs and
also on the wrist was a silver identity disc of non-military
pattern, civilian pattern.

Q Was his name on this disc ? A, Yes,
Q And number ? A. No; just the nome,

Q When did you first come into the Audrieu area ? A, I am afraid
I cannot remember the exact date,

About ? A. About a fortnight ago.

Q How long previous to the time that you buried these men did you
come ‘into this area ? A, About threc days.

Q Could you form any opinion as to how long these men had been
dead ? A. I should say, at the time, about a fortnight, sir.

ERIGADIER TARLETON: Were any of them wearing boots ? A, Two of
them were wearing boots,

THE FRESIDENT: At the point where these bodies were found were
the woods and the underbrush very dense ? 4. The underbrush
was fairly dense; it would be difficult to see them clearly from
the path.

Q Would a person passing along the path or along the edge of the
i wood have been likely to have scen these bodies ? A. No, not
unless he was peering into the undergrowth,

Q Did you form any opinion at that time as to how the shoes might
have been removed from these men's feet ? A, No, I did not.

Q Did it occur to you that it was unusual that these men should be
without boots or shoes ? As No, I did not think of it at the
time. ;

Q Did you complete your task, your assigned task of burying these
soldiers ? A. Yes, I completed it on the morning of the 29th.

" Was there anyone present when the graves were filled in ?
Yes. B :

.‘-no‘

I mean by that, besides your burial party ? A, Yes; two
officers, A

Q Do you know the names of the officers ? A. Yes. Lieutenant
R.W. Saunders, R.E., 289 Field Park Compeny, Royal Engineers,
and Lieutenant P.R, Arthur, R.E , of the same unit.

o

That was the first time that they had seen the bodies, was it ?
Yeso ¥ > *

Q When they saw the bodies, were the bodies then wrapped in
blankets ? A. They were.

2.




EXHIBIT No. 12,

Do you think you could recognise or identify any of these officers
or soldiers if you over saw them again? A. I could well
recognise the three officers and at least one of the soldiers.

Did you see any soldiers in British unifom that day in the
vicinity of the Chateau? A. Yes, I saw three, :

With reference to those three British soldiers, where were you
when you first saw them? A. In ny room. .

Where were they at that tim? A. They were coming out of the park '~

fram the South, going liorth, and came over to the Command Post. -

What did the German troops do when they arrived? A. All the
officers gathered behind the Chateau with their maps. They
studied the maps and were talkirg in German,

And then what happened? A. They organised their Command Post
under the sycamore tree and they set up telephones; armoured
cars came in carrying wounded persormel, The troops set up
defensive positions in the Chateau grounds.

How soon afterlthe German troops arrived did you see these men
in British uniforms? A. I have no idea, but I think it was
approximately two hours after the first Gemman troops arrived.

Where did they set up their Command Post? A. At the sycamore trece.

When you first saw these British soldiers, soldiers in British
uniform, where were they with reference to the sycamore tree?
Can you show me on the map? A. They were coming out of the
trees just South of the sycamore tree.

And did they go under the sycamore tree? A, Yes.

Do you know how long they stayed under the sycamore tree?
A. Approximately a quarter of an hour,

After you first saw these men where did you go?

A. I went
over to the monument near the. tennis court,. i

How long did you stay near the moymmert (obelisk)?
A. About three mimtes,

Did you see what was going on or what was happening at the
sycamore tree? A. There were people going and coming from
this Command Post and I could not see what was taking place.
I heard nothing.

Could you see the British soldiers under the tree? A. No.

Did you then return to the Chateaw? A. Yes, I returned to
the front of the Chateau and stood near it on the Eastern side.

Did anyone join you there? A. Yes; Beatrice and Annie de
Gautret.

When did you see the British soldiers the next time? A. ‘They

came out from under the sycamore tree and travelled along the
pathway past the Chateau. ;

Along the road? A. Along the pathway.

Will you please show me where you were standing at that time?
(The witness indicates on the sketch map Point "I")..

#ho was with these British soldiers at that time? A. Two
German soldiers and one German N.C.O.

2.
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EXHIBIT No 12,

Were the British aoldia.rs carrying any weapons or equipment?
A, No, none at all,

How were the Gemman soldiers armed? A, They had their
revolvers and small machine guns,

XTI e
=R

o

In which direction did they go? A. Towards the North in the
direction of the park. They walked along the road into the park
and as they reached the little fork in the road the English :
soldiers started to turn left along the other fork and the Germens

stopped them and hit them and made them oonttnue on the road
into the woods,

- AN s

How far did you see them go along this road; did you see them
until they entered the woods? A. I walked along the road g
behind them to the vicinity of the little road fark and stopped. |l
Here they disappeared from my sight. 3

Where did you go them? A. I came back to the house,

S o o T s S At A e eveh
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Do you know what happened to these British soldiers? A. Yes.
I heard shots fired when I came to the house and irmediately I
saw the escort return from the woods.

Where were you when you heard the shots? A. I cannot recall,
but I was on the pathway back of the Chateau.

How many shots did you hear? A, Three shots,

Were the shots sepamate or together‘? A. Separate, but one
right after the other,

Do you know whether these were English or Canadian soldiers?

A. I do remember that they had something blue on their sleeves.
I was not definmite about them being Canadian or British, and .
the Germans referred to them as "Tommies".

Did you ever find out whether they were Canadians? A. No, L
I did not find out that they were Canmadians. ( '

When the German N.C.0. and soldiers came back did they go to
the sycamore tree? A, Yes.

Did you see them come btack? A. : I saw them come back from the
woods, and they passed in front of me, and they returned to the Eid
Command Post . el

Did you notice anything unusual about them as they passed by you HEH
returning to the Command Post? A. I do not recall anything,. s

At that time what did you think had happened to the British i
soldiers? A. I was sure they had been shot. ;

Did a.ny German soldiers come into the Chateau later in the da.;ﬂ 1%
A. Yes. { '.!
i

Did you hear any of these Gemman soldiers say anything that was
comnected with this incident of the three soldiers? A. There was
a conversation I had with:the German soldiers regarding the
cigarettes, but I do not think that applies to the three,

Did you see’ any German officer at a.ny time when these British'’ i
soldiers were being marched away? A. I saw the colonel 1
coming from the Command Post, and the captain passed in front -
of us and we spoke.to him, :

Both of them Inssed. ym? ‘A. The colonel left the sycamore and
went into the woods in the direction from which the prisoners
had come. The captain walked along the front of the house and
spoke to us.
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EXIBIT No. 1%

Q Did you go there to show them to this English officer? A. Yes,

Q Did a German soldier come into your kitchen on the aftermasn of
the B8th June about 5 o'clock? 4. Yes,

Q What did he say to you? A. He took a round box of ciga.rettes
from his pocket and he said: "Good English cigarcttes, I took
them from the prisoners and we kif-kif them" (indicating a
throat cutting gesture). Then he said: "No, not like that; it
was with my revolver", and at this he took his revolver fmm his
holster and put it back into the holster saying: "It was I who
ldlled them",

Q Do you know what soldiers he meant; did he mean the thifteen
soldiers or the three? A, I do not know vhich soldiers he was
refg:jng to, but I would recognise the same German soldier
aga

Q Was he the Colonel's batman? A, Moo
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Q Was he the same man who was wvounded later? A, Nb. 5

Q Did any wounded German soldier come to the Chateau that day, gl
the 8th June? A, Yes, at 10 o'clock at night, or later, it
was getting dark and we picked a soldier up five metrcs outside
the gate,

{
Q How vas he wvounded? A, His amm was fractured in five places 5 i
and he had a bullet injury which had a point of entry at the A
hip and a point of exit at the Imee, i
Q Did you bring him into the Chateau? A,  Yes, we carried him
to the Chateau on a door.

Q Did he talk to you while he was in the Chateau? A, Yés, he
did all the vhile he was here,

Q Do you understand Gerran? A, I can make myself understood
in German,

Q What did this soldier say to you? A, He told me gbout the
English treatment of German prisoners and he asked me to put
him outside because the British would shoot us if they found
him in the Chateau, He told me that a Colonel had been captured
by the British Forces and whilst walking from the German to the
British lines he vas shot three times in the stomach, He went
on to say that this Colonel was retaken by the Germans and is now
belicved to be in a German hospital.

Q ‘What unit did the soldier belong t0? A. From his documents I i} ~
seem to recall that he belonged to the 12th S.S, Adolf Hitler it

Division,

Q Did he lave an Adolf Ilitler marking on his sleeve? A, Yes,

Q Did he ask you to take off any of his badges? 4. He asked us
to burn his papers and to remove all his insignias,

Q Did you remove them? A, I removed them and gave tham to some fi
English soldiers later, L i

ERIGADIER TARLETON: Do you remember the name of the prisoncr? .
A, I recall that his name wes Ernst Ublander, or somc name g

similar to that. i ]

B R 7 O e
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Q Was this soldier a soldier vhom you had seen before? A. This
soldier had his noon meal in the Chateau kitchen, I do not re-
call seeing this German as part of the escort to the British

soldiers who were shot,
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EXHIBIT No. 12,

. Q What is the meaning of the expression "Kif-Kif"? A. It is
an expression which means to kill somecne.

Ir. COL. BLACKHURST: Did you see the Gemman unit leave the Chateau
grounds on the night of the 8th June? A. The captain came :
to us and asked if there were any wounded men, and he then said:
"The battle is over and we are leaving", There was firing
going on around the Chateau and I say the Captain leave the
house, and then I heard the troops move away in their vehicles.

Q Do you know whether there were any British soldiers with them
when they left or immediately before they left? A. There
were none.

THE PRESIDENT: Before this German unit went away did artillery
shells fall into the park where their vehicles were? A. Yes,
shells did fall in the park amongst their vehicles, and their
ammnition dump was blown up.

LRI £ S MR

Q Do you know whether any of the vehicles which they brought with
them were destroyed? A. Yes, some were but not all,

Q Have you seen the destroyed vehicles which are now out in the
park? A. Yes, I saw them before they were destroyed and
since. They kept under cover because of the shelling and
machine-gunning in the evening, but I saw the vehicles in the
park and at the rear of the Chateau,

BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Are those vehicles now smashed and destroyed
in the park the same vehicles that belonged to the unit that was
here on the 8th June? A. Yes, they are the same,

THE PRESIDENT: Can you tell us to whom you gave the papers which
belonged to the wounded Germans? A. I gave sae to the
English doctor who came to get the wounded man on the 9th June,
I gave same to the Intelligence Officer of the Green Howards. (i
I gave some to Captain Attlee, Headquarters 15th Scottish Division. i} i

(The Court adjourns to the rear of the Chateau).

Q Will you show us Jjust where you were standing when the British
prisoners came by? A. When I first saw them coming from ,the
wood I was in the upper first floor window at the North-East -

comer of the building, ‘ ;5

Q Then when they passed you where were you? A. I was here
(indicating second window North of the main back entrance) el
talking to Annie and Beatrice, . L

<
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Q VWhen you walked after them how far did you go? A. Nearly l :
to the little fork in the path. 3

o)

Q How far had they gone when you last saw them? A. About as fi
far as the point where Lt. Col. McClain is now, (The spot b
where Lt. Col. McClain stands is a point about 80 paces East ]

of the little fork in the path). i

Where were you standing when you heard the shots? A. I was i)
about by the rose-bush a few metres from the house, ! 5 dh

.
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Q From vhich direction did the sound of the shots come? A. From :
the direction of where the prisoners entcred the wood. e

R R TR R IR
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Q Could you show us from here about where you saw the second group
of British prisoners came out of the woods? A. I saw them |
beyond the Pole going fram right to left across the open space. g

SESPREE BRES_
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(The witness withdraws).

Uy S e

(The Court return to the Court Rocm). il
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Etes-vous alors retournde au chateaw? R. » Je suis
retournfe devant le chateau et je suis restfe tout prés
du mur sur le cfte est du chteau,

Est-ce que quelqu'un vous a rejoint 3 cet endroit?
R. OQui, Beatrice et Annie de Gautret,

Quand avez-vous vu de nouveéau les soldats anglais?
R. Ils sont sortis du sycamore et march3rent le long
du sentier au~-deld du chteau,

Le long de la route? R. Ie long du sentier.

Voulez-vous s'il vous plait me montrer sur la carte
1'endroit ou vous &tiez ¥ ce moment 13? R. (Le t&moin
indique sur la carte 1'endroit "M*),

Qui &tait avec ces soldats anglais & ce moment? R. Deux
soldats allemands et un sous-officier allemand.

Est-cel que les soldats anglais portaient des armes Py
de 1l'equipement? R. Non, ils ne portaient rien du tout.

Quelles armes portaient les soldats allemands? R. Ils
aveient leurs revolvers et des mitraillettes.

Dans quelle direction sont-ils allds? R. Vers le nord
dans la direction du parc. Ils marchlrent le long de la
route qui conduit au parc et quand ils arrivirent a la
fourche du chemin les soldats anglais voulurent tourner
& gauche mais les soldats allemands les arretdrent et

les frapp%rent et les firent continuer sur la route qui
mene dans le bois.

Jusqu'a' quelle distance les avez-vous vus aller le long
de cette route; 1les avez-vous vus jusqu'au moment ou ils
entrérent dans le bois? R. Je les ai suivis ;jusgu'l la
fourche du chemin et 12 je me suis arretfe. IX ils dis-
parurent de ma wvue,

ou &es-vous allfe ensuite? R. Je suis revenu & la
maison.

Savez-vous ce qui est arriv€ & ces soldats anglais?

R. Oui. J'ai entendu des coups de feu lorsque je ren-
trais 3 la maison et immddiatement j'ai wu L'escorte
revenir du bois,

ou &tiez-vous quand vous avez entendu les coups de feu?
R. Je ne m'e‘x rappelle pas au juste, mais je suivais le
sentier derriere le chateau.

Combien de coups avez-vous entendu? R. Trois coups.

Est=ce que les -coups de feu &taient sépa.x{s ou ensemble?
R. S(fpn.ré, mais 1'un upr?s 1'autre.

Savez=-vous si ceux-13 &aient des soldats anglais ou

canadiens? R. Je me rappelle qu'ils awaient quelque chose

de bleu sur leurs manches. Je n'etait pas certaine si
o' &tait des anglais o} des canadiens et les allemnis
les appellaient par le nom "Tomry".

Avez-vous jamais appris si c'&tait des canndiens? R. Non,
Jje n'ai pas appris que c'&tait des camdiens,

Quand le sous-officier et les soldats allemands sont re- :
verus; est-ce qu'ils se sont rendus au sycamore? R. Oui.

3 :




EXIOITBIT No. 12 (FRENCH).

Q Les avez-vous vus revenir ? R. Je les ai vus revenir du ‘ iy
bois et ils sont passés en faoce de moi, et ils ont retourne HEEI R |8
au poste de commandement. itk i

Q Avez-vous remarqué aucune chose d'extra-ordinaire dans
leur maniére lorsqu'ils sont passés prds de vous en
retournant ‘au poste de commandement 2 R. Je nec me
rappelle de rien,

Q A ce temps 1a qu' avez-vous pensé de ce qu'ils leurs
etaient arrivés aux soldats anglais 7 R. J'étais certaine
qu'ils avaient ét€ fusillds.

Q Est-ce qu'il y a eu des soldats allemands qui sont venus
au chateau plus tard dans la journfe ? R, Oui.

Q - Avez-vous entendu aucun de ces soldats allemends mentionner
n'importe quoi au sujet des trois soldats ? Reii:Tlzy
a eu une conversation qu j'ai tenu avec les soldats allemands
concernant des cigarettes, mois je ne crois pas que ceci
s'applique & ces trois 1i,

Q Avez~vous vu aucun officier allemand au moment ou ces
soldats anglais furent amenés ? R. J'ai wu le colonel
venir du poste de commandement et le capitaine passa RHIE
devant nous et nous lui avons causd, BRI S 1

‘ "

Q Tous les deux passérent devant vous ? R. Le colonel
quitta le sycamore et entra dans les bois dans la direction
d'ou étaient venus les prisoniers et le capitaine passe
devant la maison et nous parla.

i

|

|
Q Q'est-ce qu'il vous a dit ? R. Il nous a dit cuoi faire ; i
quand le bombardement commencerait; et il nous a rien : g

{

|

z

dit & propos des soldats qui venaient @' étre amenées dans 4
le bois. #8

et e SO T

Q Apres qu'il fut passe ou est-il al1é ? R. Je n'en sais rien. 18 i

SR RS
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Q Est-ce que vous l'avez vo ou entendu donner des'ordres i
ou des instructions quelquongues a 1l'escorte qui conduisait i f
les prisoniers anglais ? R. Non.

B
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Q Dois-je comprendre que vous avez dit que quand les prisoniers
marchérent le long de la route, il y avait un officier prés
de la petite fourche du chemin ? R. Ilon.

B I =k e

Q Est-ce qu'il y a eu ba.ta.:‘\.lle entre les soldats anglais i
et allemands ici tout prés du chateou ce jour 14 ? R. Ie il
bombardement commenca vers six heure et demie du soir et ‘
finit & environ dix heure moins vingt du soir. !

Q Est-ce qu'il y a eu de 1l'infanterie qui se battait ici 1
tout prés du chateau ? R. Il y avait beaucoup de fi il
mitrailleuses qui tiraient durant la soiree aprés la 5 fH
bombardement. Les mitraillecuses commenerent dans la derniere
demie heure du bombardement. Je ne crois pas qu'il y a2 |
eu aucune bataille dans le voisinage du chateau avant le i
bombardement. . : i t

I
{

5
B
e
b
5
=
e,
14

Q Les prisonicrs anglais portaicnt-ils leurs casques et
avaient-ils des,chaussures ? Re Ils avaient des |
chaussures mais n'avaient rien sur la tete. e
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Pourquoi @tes-vous a116s 13 ce jour 1A ? R, Parce que

1'officier anglais m'avait d de lui montrer les
cadavres, :

Etes-vous allé 13 pour les montrer X cot officier anglais ?

Est-ce qu'il y a eu un soldat allemand qui est veru dans' la
%ﬂmdml‘apﬂs-nﬂdidu8duin, vers cing heure ?

Que vous a £'11 @it ? R, Il prit une boite ronde de
cigarettes de sa et il dit: "Bonne cigarettes
anglaises.. "Je les ai enl aux prisoniers et nous
les avons kif-kif" (indiquant un geste de coupe-cou).
Ensuite il dit: "Non poscomme cela; c'ftait avec mon
revolver" en tenps 11 sortit son revolyer et le
replaca en disant: "C'est moi qui les a tuds”,

Savez-vous de quels soldats il voulait parler; wvoulait-4l
dire les treize soldats of seulement que.les trois ?

Je ne sais pas de quels soldats il parlait, meis jJe
recamaitrais ce soldat allemand,

Etait-il 1'ordonance du colonel ? R, Non.
Etait-ce le mfme qui fut blessf plus terd ? R. Non.

Est-il venu auoun soldats allemands blessfs au chateau
en ce jour du 8 juin 7 R, Oul, vers dix heure du soir,
od plus tard, i1 commencait ) faire noir et nous avons
remass€ un soldat allemand, X peu prds cing mftres en
dehors du portail,

Ou &tait-il bless€’? R. Son bras €tait fractur X cing
endroits et il avait une balle qui lui &tait entrfe X
la hanche et lui a sortie pr¥s du genoux.

L'avez~vous anm! au chateau ? R, Oui, nous l'avons
transport‘ au chateau sur une porte,

Vous a t'il pa.rl‘ du temps qu'il €tait au chateau ?
Oui, il a parld tout lc temps qu'il fut

Comprenez-vous 1'allemand ? R. Je viens® bout de me
faire comprendre en allemand,

Qu'est-ce que ce soldat vous a dit ? R, Il me parla du

sort que les anglais dormaient aux pris enw
et me pria de le sortir dehors car s'il ftait ¢ dans

~ le chateau par les anglais nous serions fusillfs., Il me

raconta qu'un colonel avait €€ ca par les
anglais et tout en marchent vers les lignes anglaises
il fut tird trois fois dans 1'estamac, Il continua a
me dire que ce col fut repris par les allemands et
qu'il croyait qu'il &ait maintenant dans un hopital
allemand, :

A quelle unitd ce soldat appartenait-il ? R. D'aprés ses
documents je crois me rappeller qu'il eppartenait X la
douzi®me division S.S. d'Adolf Hitler.

Avait-il 1'insigne d'Adolf Hitler sur sa manche ? R. Oul.
Vous a t'il demandez d'enlever aucune de ses insignes ?

Tl nous a demandd de bruler ses papiers et d'enlever toutes
ses insignes. ;

7.

EXHIBIT No, 12 (FRENCH).
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EXHIBIT No, 12 (FRENCH).

Q Les avez-vous enlevdes ? R, Jeo les ai enlevéls et
ai remis % des soldats anglais plus tard, el bl

BRIGADIER TARLETON: Est-ce que vous vous rappellez du nom de ce

prisonier ? R. Je me rappeile que son nom éait Emst
Ublender, ok un nom semblable 3 cela.

Q .Est-ce que ce soldat &tait un de ceux que voua aviez vu
auparavant ? R, Ce soldat &tait vemu prendre son
g'e;)eu;z:r Y la cuisine du chateau, Je ne me rappelle pas de

avoir vu faisant i de 1'escorte des soniers
qui ont &t fusilids, . e

Q Que veut dire 1'expression "Kif-Kif" ? R, C'est une BE
expression qui veut dire tuer quelqu'um,

1T,COL BLACKHURST: Avez~vous vu partir du terrain du chateau
1'unitd allemande dans 1la soirde du 8 juin ? R, 1le ,
capitaine ‘est venu 2 nous et il nous a demandd s'i1 y avait i
des blessés et ensuite il mous dit: "La bataille est finde e
et nous partons". On entendait des coups de feu autour ‘ &6
du chateau et j'ai vu le capitaine partir de la maison i
etiemauite j'ai entendu les troupes s'floigner dans leurs
voitures. '

Savez-vous s8'il y avait des soldats anglais avec eux qwmﬂ. I
ils sont partis od imédiatement avant de partir ? 14 i
Il y en n'avait pas. “

s ]

LE PRESIDENT: Avant le afpart des allemands, est-ce qu'il y
a eu des obus qui sont ¢ s dans le parc ou se trou- ;
vaient les voitures ? R. Oui, des obus tomb¥rent dans le g
parc parmi leurs voitures et leurs entrepot de munitions P o B
explosa., :{‘ ’

Savez-vous s8'il y a eu de leurs voitures de dgtmite ?
Oui, quelques unes mais pas tous.

~O

e s - A

Q Avez-vous vu les voitures d&nxites qui sont a prgsent
dans le parc ? R, Oui, je les ai vu avant qu'elles
soiegt ddtruites et depuis, Dans la soirfe ils se sont
mis 2 1l'abrie a cause du bombardement et des coups de 49
mitrailleuse, mais j'ai vu les voitures dans le parc et 2
l'arriere du chateau,

T A AT G TN Y
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BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Les voitures gi sont brisfes et detruites
dans le parc sont-elles les m&nes qui appartenaient a !
1'unitf qui dtait ici le 8 juin ? R, Oui, se sont les R

8. % 8 |

LE PRESIDENT: Pouvez-vous nous dire % qui vous avez remis les e
papiers qui appartenaient au bless€ allemand ? R. J'? ai |
dom?:u nédecin s qui est venu chercher le blessé le HE R
9 juin. J'en ai do a un officier de 1l'intelligence des B 0
Green Howards., J'en ai d?m( au capitaine Attlee, Quartiers- 11
Generaux, 15eme division €cossaise., ‘

(La Court se rendit % 1'arridre du chateau)

ETHETITPIIR A,

Q Powrriez-vous nous indiquer au-juste ou vous. ftiez quand
les soldats anglais ont pass€ ? R, je les ai vus
pour la premidre fois venant du bois, . j'étais & la fenftre
du premier ftage sur le coin nord est de lomison.

TRTRIT

Q Ensuite quand ils ont passd ou dtiez-vous ? R, J'étais
ici (indiquant la deuxi®me fenftre qui se trouve au nord de
1a grande porte de 1'arri¥re) parlant a Annie et Beatrice.

e
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EXHIBIT Yo, 13. AR |

Q Do you know how these soldiers arrived, that is the direction i 3 4
from which they ceme, and whether they came on foot or in motors? | ||| ~

A. I was standing outside the window of my house and'I saw these

prisoners under escort going from South to North along a pathway ! _;‘E | 4 |
at the back of the Chateau and they were on foot. ik ] 1

Q Do you know how they arrived at the Command Post? A. No, I do
not lknow,

Q Will you indicate on the map just where they were when you first
saw them? A. I saw them on the pathway on the far side of
the tennis court.

Q Where did they go then? A, They followed the pathway along
in the rear of the house, passed my house, and they continued
on the path toward the wood. As they approached the road fork
they turned left and came over to an officer who was standing
between the forks of the road and North-East of my cottage.

Q Did they march or walk toward this officer? A. They valked to
within fifteen metres of where the German officer was standing,

Q What did the German officer do then? A. At this moment the
German officer made a gesture with his arm, pointing down the
path towards the woods. After the officer had made this gesture,
he came over to where I was standing and he told me to go into
the house and close the windows, I ran around into my house and
through the window I saw a German soldier strike one of the Pt
British prisoners in the back with his fist. ; it

Q Where did they go from that point onward? A. I saw them going i
along the pathway in the direction of the park and I last sighted | | !
them just after they entered the park, or woods. 8 11

& G — < ) i
R TR e T T o T T T

Q What did the Germen officer do after he told you to go inside? E1LE
A. He left in the direction of the sycamore tree, that is the {4
Command Post, back along the road in the rear of the Chateau, g

eI,

Q Did you see Mlle. Level there, in the rear of the Chateau, while 2 !
this was going on? A. I do not know; I cannot remember seeing her,

Q Did you notice the grade of any of the people who were escorting
these prisoners? A. I could not recognise their rank as they
were dressed in camouflaged clothing.

s oy by e
1

Q Do you know what happened to these British soldiers? A. I do
not know what happened to them, but I felt sure the Germans il
were going to shoot them. ‘ !

Q Did you hear any shots? A. I heard several shots coming from the
direction of the park where the soldiers had gone with their escort.

e e e R e I e e e e T

Q How soon after you last saw them did you hear these shots? i !
A. Yot mare then fifteen mimites. S

Q Did you see thesAo German soldiers retuwn? A, No, I did not.

Q Did you recognise the rank of any of the British prisoners? Mg
A. At this moment I could not tell whether they were British i Sl;
or Canadians, ' , £H

Q Did you notice any badges or patches of any particular colour | : 1
on these soldiers? A. They certainly had some, but I could ‘ «1 f
not distinguish them from where I was. {1

Q Could you say about what time it was when this happened? ; ‘ I
A. I was very upset and I think it was somewhere between two i
and three o'clock on the afternoon of the 8th Junc, i i

2.
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EXIIBIT No, 13,

How were these prisoners dressed, with particular reference to
their equipment and their helmets? A, They were dressed in
battledress and were without hats, They were viearing boots

that come halfvmy to their knees and they had no equipment on
them., They were bareheaded,

Did you sece any other British soldiers alive or dead around :l:hc
Chateau in addition to the three previously referred to? A, Yes.

Give us the time, place and the circumstances? 4. It was
between 4,15 and 4,30, M}y son at this time told me that he hod
seen something horrible and pointed to the diredtion of the hen-
house, I wished to reassure myself of what my son had spoken
about end I took some feed out to the chicken house, When I
got to the chicken house I sew the bodies of several soldiers
in British battledress lying on the ground in a row, starting
:: tl}xjsgrdlle around the chicken house, along the hedge towards
e Eost,

How far were you awey from the bodies? A, About four or five
metres from the bodies,

What was the condition of thcse soldiers? A. They werc dead
and therc was fresh blood flowing from the wounds in their
heads, '

How long did you think these men had been dead? A, I camnot
tell you just how long, but no morc than one hour,

Between the time that you heard the shots in the woods vhere
the three soldicrs were and this incident, when you saw the
bodies, did you hear any other shots fired? A, Yes, I heard
many shots,

How -soon after you heard those shots did you go to the henhouse?
A, About onc hour or perhaps less, I cannot tell you exactly
the time that elapsed because I was very nervous, I was afraid
that the Germans would take some revenge.

Were there any German soldiers at the spot where these bodies
were or in the ncar vicinity? A, There were two German
soldiers who were searching the dead British soldiers.

Did the Cermans have any weapons in their hands, or nearby?

A, I did not notice, but when I saw them they were searching
the bodies. I hurried as I vas afraid that they would do the
same thing to me,

Did you see any other German soldiers ncar this place?
A. I only saw one of them there and therc vas a German

vehicle ne:_:;‘by.

Did you seé any British helmets or weapons or cquipment lying
around this place? A. MNo, I did not see zony at all,

Did you speak to thesc Cerman soldiers? A, I got away as
soon as I could,

Had 'you ever seen these two German soldiers before or aftervards?
A. I only saw them this time.

Did you sce any pigs around at this time? A, I did not see
the vigs; the pigs had been locked up previously by Raymond,.

What did you think had happened to these British soldiers?
A. I thought that they had been shot,

e
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DEPOSE DU TE/OTGNAGE | |

M. RENE GILBERT LANOUE. ; It
=t R i

LE PRESIDENT: Quel est votre nom ? R. Renf Gilbert Lancus.

Q Ou demeurez-yous ? R. Demsla maison du jardinier dn 8
chateau d‘'Auvdrieu, : ; ‘

Q Etiez-wous au chateau d‘AudAeuendate du 8 juin, 1 i
Gﬂplv;?coume Jardinier de Mme ILevel ? R, Oud, W i 1

Q Est-ce que vous vous souvenez d'avoir vu des troupes iR |
allemandes arriver au ghateau en cette date ? R, Oui, | Al
le matin vers 11 heure, mais plfitot dans la matinde au 8 181
Juin il y a eu des troupes allemandes qui sont passdes X AN
travers du jardin, i i

Q Au meuilleur de votre connaissance donnez-nous une des-
cription de ces troupes; donnant le nombre d'officiers,
de soldats et le nom de 1'unite] si c'est possible ?

R On m'a dit que c'dlait des Panzers, mais je ne crois pas
pouvoir les identifid moi-méme,

]
A peu prés combien d'officiers ol de soldats dtaient-ils ? g
J'ai vu 7 A 8 soldats prds du mur qui est du c8t nord f ﬂf
il g’
]

e o X TV W TR T LR e
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du chateau et une dizaine d'autres en arridre du chateau;
il y en avait d'autres dans le » J'ai vyu deux officiers,
1'un que je reconnaitrais, il &tait hadill€ en noir.

Q Savez-vous quel était son grede ? R. Non, je ne le sais
pas.

]

|
: i
Q Avez-vous remarqué quoique ce soit de spéciale ¥ propos de i
1'autre officier 7 R. Je ne peux pas dire quel t
son grade, mais i1 &tait gros et il est venu dans ma cour. l
Je ne peux pas dire son grade parce qu'il portait des habits i
camouflfes semblable a ce qu'on appelle en France du matériel |
tenté. Je crois que 1l'officier en noir avait un grade plus
haut que celui dont je vous ai parld|

e S e

Q Reconnaitriez-vous ces officiers si vous les revoyiez de
nouveau ? R. Je les reconnaitrais tous les deux.,

Q Etes-vous certain que vous powrriez reconnaitre celui qui 1B 1
Eteit gros ? R. Je reconnaitrais le gros. ik : '1

3 im0 b s T
— T e B e

Qu'on fait ces troupes allemandes quand elles sont arrivfes ? Y 1 |
En arri tusontéabnunpostedecomandmntetmmt g

install€ une ligne de teléphone sous le sycamore, B 1

Q Avez-vous vu arriver des soldats ais ? R, Oul. J'ad S
vu trois soldats britanniques qui étaient prisoniers, venant il
de la direction du poste de commandement.

"o

Comment saviez-vous qu'ils &taient des prisonniers ?

4
8 H
R Ils £taient nu-t@te et ils avaient une escorte allemande avec i
des fusils. o
4.8

Q Quel sorte de fusils o) d'ammes portaient-ils ? R. C'6tait iy

des fusils. 2 i

i

Etait-ce un fusil camme celui-ci (indiquant un fusil de
service allemand) ol c'était-i1 des mitraillettes ? i
R Il y avait trois soldats allemands armés qui escortaient : R
les soldats anglais. Je ne puis pas vous dire exactement LE
quelles armes ils portaient.

1 }
'S8
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| EXHIBI? No. 13. (FRENGH). | il °

Q Savez-vous comment ces soldats sont arrivds, o'est-d-dire. de g { . i
- quelle direction sont-ils venus, dtait-ce X pied o en 4 Al B

voitures ? R. Je me tenais debout en dehors de ma fenBtre

et 12 j'ai vu ces prisoniers qui ftaient sous escorte, allant

du sud au nord le long du sentier qui est en arrilre du
chateau, et 11s ftaient & pied.

Q Savez-vous de quelle menidre ils sont arrivés au poste de
commandement ? R, Nom, je ne le sais pas.

Q Voulez-vous indiquer sur cette e 1l'endroit juste ou
vous les avez vus pour las premidre fois ? . Je les ai | |
vus sur le sentier qui se trouve de 1'autre du termis. 1811 5 L

Q mi te ou ;:nt-ﬂs allds ? R, Ils ont suivie 1'alife, en
arriére de maison; ils passé ma et ils ont
prkbud) jresippeey 4 et ol prendlplprenn (ol 1 4l
approchaient de la fourche de , i1s tourndrent W\ gauche il
vers un officier g:l se trouvait 1B, debout entre la fourche H
de chemins et du o8t€ nord-est de ma maison,

e e #

Est-ce qu'ils marchdrent o} alldrent-ils vers cet officier ?

Ils march¥rent jusqu'a peu pr¥s une quinzaine de mftres d'ou
l'officier se tenait debout,

KO

o
Rt i

Q Qu'a fait cet officier alors ? R. A ce moment 1 1'officier
allemand a fait un gest avec sa main, montrant la route qui {3 i
mine au bois, Aprds que 1'officier fit ce geste, il vint g
vers moi et il me dit de rentrer dans la maison et de fermer 18
mes ferfftrey. J'ai fait le tour de la maison en courant et je { i
suis rentré, et de 1},par ma fentre, j'ai vu un soldat allemand |
frapp( avec son poing dans le dos de 1'un des prisoniers
britanniques,

e el
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Q De cet endroit ou sont-ils allfe ? R. De I% je les ai wvus |

continuer le long de la route dans la direction du parc et je !

les ai apercus pour la dernidre fois juste comme ils entraient |
dans le bois o} le parc. I

{

I R R

e

Q Qu'a fait cet officier allemand apr¥s qu'il vous a dit de
rentrer dans la maison ? R. Il se dirigea dans la direction
du sycemore, c'est-2- le poste de commandement, por la g
route qui est ) 1'arridre du chateau, 118

A s

Q Avez-vous vu Mlle Level 51, en arridre du chateau, quend ceci |
se passait ? R. Je ne seis pes, Je ne me rappelle pas de PRt i
1'avoir vue, |

Q Avez-vous remarqué le grade d'aucun des soldats qui escort-
aient les prisoniers ?' R. Je n'ai pas pu distinguer leurs
grades car ils portaient dos habits cemouflés.

e e e v = e —

ot

Q Savez-vous ce qul est arrivd ) ces soldats anglais ? R. Je
ne sais pas, mais j'avais le pz‘_umtiment que les allemands
allajent les fusiller,

2 R S et b

Q 4Avez-vous entendu des coups de feu ? R, Oui, j'en al e
entendu plusieurs venant de la direction du parc d'ou les AR
soldats anglais venait de disparaitre ayec leur escorte, . H

Q Combien de temps s'€coula entre le temps que vous les avez
vus pour la demigm fois et lea coups de feu que vous avez g e
entendus ? R. Pas plus que 15 minutes. i T

==

Q Avez-vous vu ces soldats allemands revenir ? R. Non, Je
ne les ai pas vus,

2, i




EXHIBIT No. 43. (FRENCH).

A part de ce que 1'officier allemand vous a dit pIfitot
dens l'aprzs-midi, avez-vous eu d'autre conversation avec
aucun des officiers ol soldats allemands durant cette
soirée ? R, Oui., Un officier allemand est venu me
demander des habits civils mais je ne le lui en ai pas
donne.

Cgment €tait habill cet officier ?  R. C'&fait le
m officier qui m'ordonna d'entrer dans la maison et
i1 était habille en noir.

Avez-vous remnrqu‘ aucune chose dans les mains des soldats
anglais mort ? R. Je suis certain qu'un des soldats morts
avait une photographie dans sa main,

Avez~vous vu les allemands mettrent leurs voitureg dans le
bois pr¥s du sycamore, od dans cette rfgion en générale ?
Non, je n'ai pas vu de voitures arriver dans le parc, mais
plus tard je les ai vues ou elles sont } présent.

Croyez-vous que ce sont les nfemes voitures qui sont
arrivées la premidre journfée ? R. Ce sont les nf2mes.

Etes-vous certain de cela ? R, Oui, j'en suis convaincu.

Etes-vous certein ? R. Oui, ce sont exactement les nfmes
voitures.

Avez-~vous rann.rque’ n'importe quoi sur les uniformes des
soldats anglais qui pourrait indiquer 2 quelle unitd ils
appartenaient ? R. Non. Je n'ai pas regardd, J'ai
sculement compt‘ combien il y en avait et é;je me suis
senti tres dmu. Je ne savais pas qu'ils ctaient des
canadiens.

(Le témoin se retire)

(signed) RENE LANOUE.

5.
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EXHTBIT Noe 1l4.

RECRD OF THE EVIDENCE -

of

M, RAYMOND MARCEL LANOUE,

M, RAYMOND MARCEL LANOUE is called and, having
been duly sworn, is examined as follows:=- -

THE PRESIDENT: Is your name Raymond Marcel Lanous? A. Yes,

Q

Where do you live? A. I live at the Chateau d'Audrieu,
Audrieu, Calvados, France, :

On the 8th June, 1944, were you employed as a gardener at the
Chateau d'Audrieu and were you living there? A. Yes.

On that date did a German unit occupy the grounds of thé

Chateaw?  A. About 11 o'clock in the morning on the 8th June, -

1944, German troops of an Adolf Hitler unit arrived in the
grounds of the Chateau,

Tell the Court what you know about this German unit. A. They

had vehicles and armoured cars, and about 11 o'clock I saw
three tanks amongst them. The tanks left almost immediately
and I did not see them later,

Can you tell us the number of German troops that were in the
grounds of the Chateau; how many officers and men,
approximately? A. I think there were approximately
fifty officers and men in the Chateau grounds.

How many officers were there? A. I saw only one officer
and he was giving orders to members of the unit,

What was that of ficer's rank? A. I did not see this
officer's rank,

How was he dressed? A. He was dressed in black and he was
wearing a stiff vizor cap.

Did this officer wear any decorations? A. No, I did not
notice any décorations.

Did you notice any distinguishing badges or decorations on the
officer's sleeve or collar? A. I did not notice any.

Do you know the name of the unit? A. I do not know which
unit they belonged to, but they had a small yellow triangular
flag with a skull and crossbones on it.

Where was this little flag carried? A. ‘These flags were
flovn on the fenders of the vehicles. :

Did you get any information on that date as to the name of this
unit? A. We had been told in the past during the occupetion
that vehicles with the skull and crossbones were Adolf Hitler's
troops and when we saw this we knew they were S.S. troops. Ve
were told this by the Geman occupation troops who were at the
Chateau in April of this year as they had placed a flag with'
the skull and crossbones on it in the part of the Chateau they
occupied, and they told us that this was the emblem of S.S.

troops.

To what unit did those troops who were here in April belong?
A. They werc part of a cavalry unit and had a number of ho?ses
with them. There was also a signal section with them, I think,

as they had telephones.
1.
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’ : EXHIBIT No. 14.

Q Were the German soldiers marching in the rear or in the front
of the Br:;.;ish soldiers 7 A. There was one German soldier
front of the British soldiers, one marching
loft side of them and one behind, y oo

Q Where did they go ? A. They walked along the pathway in
direction of the park, : = s

Were you still at the window of the gardener's cottage' ?
Yes, I wos still in the window of the gardener's cottage.

~ »
e e A Pt s

>0

Did they march straight along the path or did they make
turns as they marched along ? A, They wuhdegtr&ight%mg
the pathway until they arrived in the vicinity of this road
fork (indicating on sketch map road fork North-East of the
gardener's cottage), Near that point there was a German
officer or N.C.0. standing, As the party approached him the
leading German soldier started turning to his left towards the
German officer or N.C.0,, and then this German officer or N.C.O. ik
gave them an order indicating with his hand in the direction of . ||
the park. Then the leading German soldier kicked one of the {1
prisoners with his foot., He may have struck him also but I
only saw him kick him, They turned down the pathway towards ‘
the woods and contimued to march along into the woods, and just 5
then a German officer who was dressed in black came to the i |
window of our house and told my father to go into the house e i
and close the window, : Lo

g .-
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i
Did the German officer speak to you in German or in French ? : f
He spoke to us in French and said: "Go away from here and HE R
close the window", i E

> o

e

Q I call your attention to this sketch map of the Chateau and ?,
grounds and ask you to indicate the point where you think the
German officer or N.C,0., was standing who gave the orders to
the escort ? A, He was standing here (indicating Point "Z"
on the sketch map) about 5 or 6 metres from the escort.

M gt

Where were the escort and prisoners when you last saw them ? 8 (1F
I saw them for the last time at about this point, and

then I lost sight of them, I last saw them as they were
going domn the pathway approaching the entrance to the woods,

>0

Q Do you know what happened to these British soldiers ?- A. After |
I last saw them I went into the drying room on the North side [
of the gardener's house and made an attempt to see where the ‘
British prisoners had been taken, There was a lapse of . 1 I ]
probably three to five minutes and I heard three or more shots A i
fired from the direction of the park where the British 8 |
prisoners had been taken, AR

VLTI SIS IO s A
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concluded that these British prisoners had been shot by the {
Germans, 1 i E

Q What conclusion did you draw from these events ? A, I |
U
|
i

Q. Where did the German officer or N.C.0. go after he gave this i
direction to the escort ? A. I lost sight of him, but after LA

he gave the order to the escort he came along the pathway back Y
e in the direction of the Chateau, & {
$ 18

I

|

f

Q Where did the officer in black go after he ordered you to close |
the window ? A. He went along at the rear of the Chateau in i 8
the direction of the Command Post which was under the sycamore il

tree. il

Did you see the German escort retuming from the woods ?
No; I closed the door of the drying room and then went
into the kitchen of the Chateau.

it}
3. il
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EXHIBIT No. 14.

How did these British prisoners have their hands ? A, Their
hands were behind their backs, but they were not tied.

Did you hear any other rifle shots in the vicinity of the
Chateau that afternoon ? A. No,

Did you see any other British soldiers alive or dead in the
vicinity of the Chateau that same afternoon ? A, Yes, I
saw some dead British soldiers at the rear of the Chateau near
the henhouse,

How did you happen to see these dead British soldiers ? A. ¥y
father went out to collect the goats that were wandering around
the Chateau grounds and when he had locked them up he found
that our two pigs were missing, He came and told me and I went
out looking for the pigs, I finally located them near the hen-
house, When I got near the henhouse I saw the two pigs
climbing over the bodies of the dead British soldiers. There
were two German soldiers near the bodies of these British
soldiers and one of them had a revolver in his hand, I called
out to the German soldier: "Schwein de retour", and the German
soldier made a sign to me to come and get my pigs., I did not
want to go near these dead bodies, and I again repeated my
request to the German soldier to send my pigs to me, He said:
"Come here; come here; Tommies caput", He made a gesture with
his revolver indicating to me by pointing his revolver a mmber
of times along the hedge that they had been shot, at the same
time saying: "Tommy, tat-tat-tat-tat".

How did you get your pigs back ? A, The German soldiers, two
or three of them, sent my pigs back to me and when the pigs got
near me I saw that they had blood on their snouts, I -then put

the pigs back into the pig-pen.

.Did you see any British arms or equipment lying about this place ?

No, I did not see any of their equipment or arms near their
bodies.

Tell the Court the nature of the wounds on these British soldiers.
There were several, but I saw one in particular who was

" nearest to me and he had a wound in the head, There was blood

dowmn the side of his face.

Can you describe the nature of the wounds on any of the other
soldiers ? A, I did not notice the nature of the wounds on
the other soldiers.

About what time was it when you first saw these bodies ? A, I%
was between L.45 and 5 p.m., on the 8th June, 1944,

I call your attention to this map and ask you to show me on it
where you found these bodies. A. The bodies were here.
(Witness indicates Point "K" on the map) e

Were they near the hedge ? A. Yes, they were near the hedge.

With relation to the hedge, how were the bodies lying ? 4. They
were lying on their backs. I could not notice their positions
very well, but they were all lying on the ground near the hedge
in a broken row with their heads towards the hedge and their
fcet awmay from it. s

What were‘these' two or three German soldiers doing when you

‘arrived near the bodies ? A. I only saw the German soldiers

standing near the bodies of the British soldiers.

Were there any other German soldiers nearby ? A. There were
other soldiers further away, but I only saw two or three near
the bodies.
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EXHIHIT No. 14 (FRENCH).

DEPOSE DU TEMOIGNAGE .

DE

RAYMOND MARCEL LANOUE,

e e S e o

1E I?ES{)]:?T: Est-ce que votre nam est Raymond Marcel Lanoue?

Q Ou demeurez-vous? R. Je demeure au chateau d'Audrieu,
Audrieu, Calvados, France,

e A ey % s e e e ety et -

Q Endate du 8 juin, 1944, &tiez-vous employ€ comme jardinier
au chateau d'Audrieu et demeuriez-wvous 13? R. Oud,

Q En cette date est-ce qu'une unitd allemande a occupf 1e
terrain du chateau? R, Vers les onze heures du matin le
8 juin, 1944, des troupes allemandes d'une unit& d'Adolf

Hitler sont arrivfes sur le terrain du chateam, : i gl

Q Dites & la court ce que vous savez de cette unitf allemande? i
R. Ils avaient des voitures et des chars blindés, et vers i

onze heures j'ai vu trois chars d'assauts parmi eux,
les chars d'assauts sont repartis présqu'immfdiatement et
Je ne les ai plus revus,

Q Pouwrriez-vous nous dire le nombre des troupes allemandes 5 B ¥

qui occupaient le terrain du chateau; combien d'officiers hEE
et de soldats, 2 peu pr¥s? R. Je pense qu'il y avait X £
peu pres 50 officiers et soldats sur le terrain du chateau,

R

Q Combien d'officiers y awvait-il? R. Je n'ai vu qu'un

officier et il donnait des ordres aux soldats, 211

!

Q Quel £tait le grade de cet officiex? R. Je na'i pas vu {
s0on g‘aﬂeo hl_

il

Q Comment ftait-il habill€? R. Il £tait habill en noir et f
portait une casquette avec un visoir dur.

T b i ey

e
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i

Q Est-—ce que cet officier portait des afcorations? R. Nonm, it
Je n'ai pas reunrqué aucune deécoration. f

Q Avez-vous remarqu! aucuhe insigne od dﬂ’comticn sur les
manches ol sur le collet de cet officiex? R. He n'en ai

pas remarqué,

P e T

Q Savez-wvous le nom de cette unité? R. Je ne sais pas 2
quelle unitd ils appartenaient, mais ils avai un petit
drapeau jaune formant un triangle sur lequel etait impri
la tfte de mort et des os croisés, ;

ST

Q Ou portaient-ils ce petit drapeaw? R. Ces drapeaux toient
sur le garde-boue des voitures.

Q Avez-vous eu aucun renseignement a propos du nom de cette ,
unit{ en cette date? R. L'on nous avait dit dans le passé ]
durant 1'occupation, que voitures portant la t8te de mort |
et les os croisés taient des troupes d'Adolf Hitler, et |
alors quand nous nous les avons Vi, nous savions que c'était EoE
des S.S, Ceci nous fut dit par des troupes allemandes qui i

B = T

occupaient le chateau en avril de cette amnfe. Ils avaient i 5
placé un drapeau avec la t8te de mort et les os groisgs & %-'
dans 1a partie du chateau qu'ils ‘occupaient, et ils nous i

ont dit que ceci fait 1'embl®me des S.S. I !

Q A quelle unité appartenaient ces troupes allemandes qui i 3 i
occupaient le chateau en Avril dermier? R. Ils faisaient &
parti d'une unit€ de la cavallerie et avaient un nombre e




EXHIBIT No, 14 (FRENCH).
de chevaux avec eux, Je crois qu'ils aﬁi

( une section
de signalleurs parce qu'ils avaient des tel

ones,

BRIGADIER TARLETQU: Quelle &ait la grosseur des chars
d'assauts que vous avez vus en ce matin du 8 juim?
R, He rdai pas vu beaucoup de chars d'assauts allemands
mais Je orois qu'ils ftaient d'une grossewr moydmne.

LE PRESIDENT: Si vous revoylez liofficier qui £tait habilld
en noir, est-ce que vous le recannaitriez awec certitude?

R. Si je le revoyais encore je reconnaitrais certainement
sa figure,

Q Reconnaitriez-vous aucun des sous-officiers oY soldats
allemands que vous avez vu ici le 8 juin? R. Non. Ils
portaient ztous des habits camouflds et je ne peux pas
dire quel &tait leurs grades,

Q Il y avait-il une section signalleurs avec ces troupes
allemandes qui sont arrivés ici le 8 juin? R. Non Je
n'ai pas vu une section de signalleurs, tout ce qus j'ai
vu c'est que des soldats allemands installaient des lignes
de t?l one, -

Q Avez-vous vus des soldats en uniforme britammique au
chateau en date du 8 juin? R. (Qui,

Q Vers quelle heure? R. Je n'ai

reunarque’ 1'heure, mais
c'était de bonne heure dans 1l'a :

s-midi.

Q Combien y avait-il de ces soldats? R. J'ai vu premicrement,

trois soldats en tenue britamnique,

- Q Ou les avez-vous vus pour la premiam fois? R. Derridre
le chateau en faoce d'une fenftre de la maison du jJerdinier
ou je demeure,

Q Coment $taient habillds ces trois spldats? Avaient-ils
des casques, des chaussures des équipements sur eux?
R. Ils avaient des chaussures, culottes et gilets semblable
a ceux que portent ceux=l12 (indiquant 1'habit que portait
les stenos). : !

Q Avaient-ils des casques? R. Ils Staient tous nu-tfte,

Q Portaient-ils des armes des (quipexnurba quelconque?
R. Ils n'awaient pas d'équipements ni d'armes,

Q Qui accompagnait ces trois soldats anglais? R.
soldats allemands ayant des habits Be

Trois

Q Avez-vous mmrqu( leurs grades? R. N,
Q Y en await-il un qui semblait commander? R. Non je ne le
crois pas, ;

Q Que faisaient ces trois soldats allemands et les trois

soldats a.nihis quand vous les avez vus? R.
dans 1'allée qui méne au parc.

Q Est-ce que les soldats allemands avaient des armes?
R. Chacun avait un fusil,

Q Pourriez-vous nous dire quel sorte de fusil; c'est-3-dire
est-ce que c'dait des fusils ordinaires o) semblable
des mitrailleuses? R. C'
&taient suspendus & leur
un fusil allemand).

it des fusils ordinaires qui
e comme O

(montrant
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EXHIBIT No. 14 (FREiCH).

Po&-riez-*voun nous de’crire la nature des blessures d'au-
cun autre soldat anglais? R. Je n'oi pas rcmrque' quelles
sortes de blessures qu'avaient les autres soldats,

Environ 3 quelle houre avez-vous premidrement vu ces co-
davres? R. C'était a peu prds entre 4.45 et 5 houre en
date du 8 Juin 1944,

Je tire votre attention sur cette carte et je vous demande
de me mox}trer 1'endroit on vous avez trouv€ ces cadavres?
R. Il)Ls étaient 13 (le témoin indique 1'endroit "X* sur 1a
carte).

‘étaient—ils pz%s du buisson? R. Oui, ils Staient pn‘.s du
buisson, : : :

En relation au buisson, comment gisait les cadavres?

R. Ils étaient tendu sur le dos. Je ne pouvais pas re=-
mrqué leurs positions tres bien, mois ils &taient tous
dtendu par terre par ci gmr‘lﬁ ayant leurs t@tes pris du
buisson et leurs pieds éloignés du buisson,

Que faisaient ces deux ol trois soldats allemends quand

vous ftes arrivd prds des cadavres? R. J'ai wu seulemett
les soldats allemands dcbout prds des cadavres des soldats
anglais, . v

Y avait-il d'autres soldats allermends tout pr3s? R, Il y
avait d'autres soldats_allermands un peu plus loin mais je
n'ai vu que ces deux ol trois soldats allemands prBs des
cadavres,

VCZ~Vous mmrqué si les chaussures ou souliers awvaient
t€ enleves des cadavres de ces soldats? R. Illon, je n'ai
Das remarqué cela,

A peu prés combien de soldats anglais mort y avait-il 2 ce
temps 132 R. Il y en avait au moins une dizaine,

BRIGADIER TARIETQ: Pourriez-vous identifier aucun de ces

soldats allemands? R. .Non, je ne peux pas les identifier,

Avez=vous remrqué sl ces soldats anglais mort tenaient
quelque chose dans leurs mains? R. Non, Jje n'ai riem
remarqueé. :

LE PRESIDENT: Est-ce que ces deux ol trois allemands portaient

le méne genre d'habit que ceux qui Etaient aux(alcntouru du
chateau 2 ce temps 18? R. Ils &taient habillds de la 1fme
manidre et appartenaient a la nffme formation qui $tait sur
le terrain du chateau & ce moment 13.

A A - =
Avez-vous revu ces deux memes soldats? R. lion, je ne les
ai pas revus, ‘

* A PIRETT
Oou Stes-vous a11é apres que wus avez laisse cet endroit?
Re. Je suis revenu dans la cuisine du chateau.
Avez-vous raconté r; d'autres ce que vous veniez de voir?
R. Je 1'2ai raconté 2 Mlles Beatrice Delafon, lonique et

Antoinette Level.

In avez=-vous parlc' 2 votre p%m? R. Je n'ai pas dit .?A mon
pire ce que je venais de voir, mais Jje lui ai dit que Jg,
venais de voir une chose horrible. Avant de voir mon pere,
les demoiselles m'ont dit de ne riem raconter & personne

ce gque je venais de voir.
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EXHTBIT No, 14 ‘MQ).

Q Est-ce que plus tard vous avez vu des soldats allemnds
dans la cuisine? R. Je suis re dans la cuisine environ

20 minutes et je n'ai pas vu auoun soldats allemands
durant ce temps 13, :

Q En avez-vous vu plus tard dans la journfe? R. HNon.

Q Y a t'il eu bataille entre goldats anglais et allemands
autour du chateau ce jour 1a? R. Il n'y avait pas eu
aucune bataille autour du chateau jusqu'a oe temps 13;
toutefois, le bombardement commenga vers les 6 heure du
soir et & ma connaissance tout ce qui est arrivd o'est
1'explosion d'yn entrepot de munition et que les voitures
des allemands 3 1'arridre du chateau fteient en feu durant
le bombardment. Je ne crois pas que les soldats anglais
et allemands se soient battus dans le voisinage du chateau.

Q Est-ce que les voitures aftruites, qui sont 2 présent sur
le terrain du chateau sont les voitures de 1'unité qui est
venu s'installer swr le terrpsin du _chatecu en date du 8
juin vers midi? R. Se sont les mfhes voitures,

Q Avez-xous vu des soldats allemands dans le chateau dans
1'aprés-midi du 8 juin avant d'awvoir trouvf les cadavres
pres du poulailler? R. Oui. Il y en a eu plusieur qui
sont verus dans la cuisine du chateau pour obtenir de
oeufs et chauffer de la nourriture, .

Q Avez=vous eu aucune conversation avec ces soldats dans la
cuisine? R. Un soldat allemand se tenait debout dans la
suisine du chateau et il avait un verre de cidre pris de
dui, Il avait une cigarette dans main et 1l'a mise
dans sa bouche. Il prit une poufffe, la sortie de sa
bouche; 1l1a regardant il dit "Tommy cigarette Gut". Il dit

- ensuite "Tommy kaput", faisant avec son autre main un
geste de coupe-cou.

Q Est-ce que ce &tait avant od apz%s e les trois soldats
furent ammenfs dans le parc? R. Aprés avoir entendu les
coups de feu je suis alld 3 la cuisine, FPendant que j'd-
tais dans la cuisine ces soldats allemands vinremt, C'd-
tait environ 15 minutes apréds que les soldats allemands

.. avaient ammenés les soldats anglais dans le bois,

Q Ces soldats dont vous venez de parler, &teit-ce 1'un a'eux
qui vous parla 2 propos des cigarettes a.nglaisea?‘ R. Oui,
il y a eu plusiewr soldats allemands qui vinrent & la cui-
sine, Il y en a qui sont partis, mais 1'un d'eux resta en
arridre et c'est celui-1& qui fit le geste et qui avait la
cigarette dans sa bouche.

Q Savez-vous a quel heure cette unitd allemande, qui s'ins-
talla au chateau le 8 juin quitta les liew® R. Je crois
qu'ils sont partis vers les 9 heure du soir mais je ne les
ai pas vu partir. Quand je me suis lewd le mendemin je
me suis apercu qu'ils £taient partis.

Q Avez-vous visitd les entoumgén de leur poste de commande-
ment le lendemain? R. Le lendemain je suis a1l{ au poste
de commandement avec des troupes anglaise.

Q Est-ce que les voitures aftruites, qui sont by pr!sent dans
le bois, gtaient 12 le matin du 9 juin? R. Ces voitures
&aient 13 depuis le matin du 9 juin.

(Le t&noin se retira).

(Signed) LANOUE RAYMGND.
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EXHIBIT No. 15.

Did you notice any British arms or equipment lying around in
that vicinity? A, There were no weapons, but I rather think
there were a few steel helmets, that is all; there were one or
two, perhaps; I did not really notice. There were certainly

no weapons, Some of them, about half-a-do
their boots off, . oy, e, o

How closely did you examine these bodies? A, T showld say
superficially, Jjust enough to see roughly what each prisoner
had in the way of wounds; Jjust a quick examination, I &id
not take their coats off or anything like that,

Did you notice anything which appeared to be the personal
effects of these soldiers lying about? A, No. I think they
all had their pay-books and things in their pockets because I
remenber I looked at one to see, He had his pay-book in his
pocket and I put it back,

Did you notice whether any of these bodies had anything in
their hands? A, No, I did mot.

How long do you judge that they had been dead when you saw them?
A. A1l T could say was that they had been dead long enough for
them to be cold; I should say between twelve and forty-eight
hours. :

You stated that someone had told you that there were bodies of
prisoners lying near the Chateau? A, Yes,

Who told you this; can you recall? A, Well, the first
persons to tell me this were members of the Unit.

Anyone else? A, And then the girl. I introduced them to
the girl and she mentioned the name "Canadians" too, She had
been up to see them.,

But did she refer/to them as men who had been prisoners of war?
A, Yes.

From the general appearance and lay-out at Point "K", could you.
on the basis of your own deductions form any opinion as to the
manner in which these men had met their deaths? A, I formed
the opinion that they had been standing in a row and were then
shot, The appearance of the scene bore out the story that the
girl told me. Supporting this, there was the fact that the men
were in a row close together, with just two feet between each
of them, They were close to the hedge and some of them were
80 close as to have their heads propped up against the hedge. -
There were no weapons or signs of fighting, They had not got
their webbing on and some of them had no boots on.

What action did you take after you had viewed the bodies?

A, I informed the Padre of the Dorsets and suggested that he
take a party to bury them, and to remove their identity discs
80 that he could send in burial returms, but unfortunately he
was too busy and the situation was rather confused in the areas
He never had time to effect the burial. I put in a report, I
think it was about the 12th or 13th June, when I returned, to
the A.D).S. from the Dorsets, I put a report in when I got
back. !

(The witness withdraws),
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EXHIBIT No. 16,

|

RECORD (F THE EVIDENCE

e ————————————

of

CAPTAIN F.R. POLIARD,

CAPTAIN FRANK REGINALD POLIARD is called
and, having been duly sworn, is examined
as follows:~

' THE PRESIDENT : State your rank, name and organisation,
5 A. Captain Frank Reginald Pollard, No.185393, 70 Special
gxzesti@tim Sectim, C.M.P., attached Headquarters,
mo

Q Have you been engaged in any investigations in connection with
the case now under enquiry by this Court? A, Yes.

o -

Q In the course of that investigation did you find any empty
German rifle cartridge cases? A, Yes, I found two cart

cases on the 7th July, 1944, now in the envel duced end
marked Exhibtit "16A", et

Q Please indicate on this map of the Chateau and grounds the loca-
tion in which you found these cartridge cases? A, I found one =« | |
cartridge case on the footpath opposite the point marked "A" on the | | |
sketch and one opposite the point marked "B" on the sketch. I also | | [l |
found two further empty cartridge cases alongside the points "E" and |/l
"F" on the sketch on the edge of the footpath. These cartridge cases |
are in the envelope produced and marked Exhibit "16B". R

Q Will you describe to the Court the nature of these cartridge
cases? A, These cartridge cases, from tests which I have
personally made, will fit a German service rifle, automatic
rifle, long-barrelled rifle, and light machine-gun., I submit
to you herewith two live rounds of like ammmition which I have
removed from stores of captured German materials. These live il
rourds are in the envelope now produced and marked Exhibit "16C". i

Q Do you krow whether any additional empty cartridge cases were A
found in the vicinity of these points? A. Yes. On the 11th ey LE
July, 194, I accompanied this Court to the vicinity of Points i ag ¢
“A" "B" and "C" and four further empty German cartridge cases 1 588
were picked up by Members of this Court in the pathway adjacent 41
to Points "A" and "B",

Q How did you happen to find the cartridge cases which you picked i
up near Points "E" and "F"? A. I carried out an experiment with | 1} {
a German rifle in the following manner: R.S.M. Hopps pointed i
out to me the exact position in which these two bodies were i
found, the imprints of which were clearly upon the ground. I Lot g
stood in the path opposite the point where R.S.M. Hopps said 1§

- the feet of these bodies were., I pointed the rifle at the L
direction in which the bodies were found and worked the bolt of |
the rifle to determine the direction of the empty cartridge
cases ejection. I then looked down into the grass at the
right-hand side of the place where the bodies had been and L
immediately on the edge of the path I found in the long grass Fil
the two empty cartridge cases in the envelope marked &
Exhibit "16B". gl

(The witness withdraws), :
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EXHTBIT o, 18.
Do you know what this is ? A. I cannot say. ;

T show you another bundle of documents (marked Exhibit "18D")
and ask you where you found them., A, I found these under

a suell evergreen bush just near the small armoured radio
car,

I show you another bundle of documents (morked Exhibit "48E"),
Where did you find that ? Ac This is a bundle of ten or
twelve letters and one postcard, all addressed to Unter
Sturfherer Schenk.

Where did you find these documents ? A. At the same place
where I found the letters addressed to Ansengruber,

Here is o document (marked Exhibit "18F"). Do you recall vhere
you found it ? A, T found it at the seme place where I found °
the letters addrecsed to Schenk.

Do you know vhat this document is ? Ao llo. I do not think
it is en official document; it appears to me to be written by
one individual,

Here is a bundle consicting of two documents (marked Exhibit
"48G").,  A. I also found these at the same place where I
found the letters addressed to Ansengruber,

Do you know vhat they axe ? A. They appear to be wvchicle
books (similar to our log books ) appertaining to vchicle
number 932559,

Can you give the Court the numbers of the d:stroyed German
vehicles ? A. Yes, 21l of them but two, which were badly
virecked., :

Please rcad the numbers to the Court. A, Number 1:
SS,934530, a tracked reconnaissance vehicle., Number 2:
5S.934748, o tracked reconnzissance vehicle. Number 3:
S8.936217, 2 ™at four seater sedan. Number L: SS.934576,
a light armoured fighting vehicle with radio equipment.
Number 5: SS. 934574, & light amoured fighting vehicle
with radic equipment.

(Thz witness withdraws)




RECORD OF THE EVIDIICE

. of
CAPT. J. BORNQFF.

|
|

: B |

CAPTATN JACK BORNOFF is called and, e

‘, having been duly sworm, is examined as follows:- 1 o

< i

THE PRESIDENT: State to the Court your rank, name and orgenisation. |

A Captain Jack Bormoff, No. 145353, Intelligence Officer at Head-
quarters Second Army. ’ .

Q In the course of your duties as an Intelligence Officer have you i il
: made a specinl study of the organisation and usages of the German. | | |
Amy ?  A. I have, i

2 Q How extensive has been this study ? A. I have done all the il i [
' usual courses which an Intelligence officer does in England: the iR |

War Intelligence Course at Matlock, the Cambridge Intelligence il

3 Course where I have been an instructor, and I have been i
i the German Army as an Intelligence officer since 1942, I have
been an Intelligence Officer at Second Army, specialising in
E: German order of battle since the inception of the Second Army.

e

Q In the course of your dutics have you been engaged in and g?'.
around the Chateau d'Audrieu within the last two weeks ? |
I have,

Q With what object in view ? A. With the object of determining !
> . from evidence on the spot what Germon unit occupied the grounds {
of the Chateau on or about the 8th June, 194. : 1§

-
B~ S e e st S S S
e ———

Q As a result of thé.t investigation have you arrived at any con- IR
clusion ? A. Yes. i

Q VWill you state that conclusion ? A. Yy conclusion is that i
it is likely that Headquarters of the 12th S.S. Recomaissance 18 g 1
Battalion, which is the reconnaissance unit of the 12th S.S. I f
Panzer Division, "Hitler Jugend", was set up in the grounds of i1
! the Chateau d'Audrieu on or about the 8th June, 1944. It LR
s probably included Headquarter Company, but the only unit which ;
3 I can identifyy with certainty is the Signals Flatoan of the hal
Headquarter Company. 4

Q Will you state to the Court the nature of the evidence on which f
you base this conclusion ? Ao In the first place, fram .

=S

e R R M

msai

documents found on the spot; in the second place from statements iR
w OiViliD.nSo g !

i Q Will you describe briefly the nature of the documents on which

g you base this conclusion ? Ao In the first place, some Signal
Message Forms which were filled in on the 6th llay and which

3 belonged to a vireless section of the Signals Platoon in Head- f
E: quarter Company of 12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battaliom. (R

e

3 Q I show you this bundle of documents (marked Exhibit "18A") and ain
ask you if they arc the forms to which you refer ? A. Yes, 0
that is correct. Secondly, a bundle of letters addressed to i
Unter Sturmfuhrer (Second Licutenant) Schenk, Field Post Number g
57824, This is the Field Post Number of the 12th S.S. Signals e
Battalion but Schenk is knovn from our previous records to be T
Officer Commanding, Signals Platoon, of Headquarter Campany, i 5
12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion. , i
i

1.
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EXHIBIT No. 19, L
know that such orders were given, not necessarily by the o ]
Panzer Division but by the 26th S.S. Panzer Grenadisr D |

‘Regiment., We have captured an order to destroy the -
village of Broay, on or about the 15th. It was particulerly

stated that it should be destroyed according to Russian eE i
methods, ' |

AT Ao 17l

et 3 G -
PR TR S 3

Q Was there anything about vehicles, or was it just villaéea? R
A, It was about the destruction of villages, i

Ao ey

Q Scorched earth, really? A, Yes, but I do not know that it is
common practice that if any vehicle is likely to fall into
enemy hands an attempt should be made to destroy it.

S Ty s

carried any apparatus to put this into effect? Would they -
be carrying flame throwers? A. 1In theory, yes, but I. t
camot give you an actual example, fi

-

A e e e e
e

Q VWould it be normmal to carry flame throwers? A. MNot for i3
that purpose. It would be for the destruction of vehicles i
more normal to carry a small charge to destroy them, |

g

t

i

Q What units of the Panzer Regiment or Reconnaissance Regiment é'
|

%

1

THE PRESIDENT: Do you know whether it is a common practice 18
for members of Panzer Reconnaissance units to wear so-called R 108
camouflage suits? A. I can say it this way: the only Pt
members of S.S..Division who do not wear them are Tank oAt B

Regiments,

IT. COL., BIACKHURST: Can you give us the normal War Establish- A E |
ment of a Headquarter Company of the 12th S.S. Recomnaissanc fdt B [
Regiment? It is the mumbers I am really getting at. Can' Rl |
you give us the number of officers and other ranks in this i
regiment? A. 100 personnel, 36 vehicles and 14 motor- |
cycles, ?

THE PRESIDENT: That is the paper organisation as you have it? tEE
A. YQS. & !

e

PETTITISY

o o

—

Q Were the units operating in this area in any way up to
strength?  A. I think it is very likely they were. At
this time it was D plus 2 and the sub-units had been engaged
on a wide front as is normal with a Reconnaissance battalion, L EH
But there was no reason on that date for the Headquarter
Company to be engaged in action.

—

4T

IT. COL. BIACKHURST: Do the soldiers of that unit wear the words
"Adolf Hitler" on their tunic sleeve? A. The only soldiers ' it §
who would wear the Adolf Hitler armband are those transferred i 3
from the Adolf Hitler Division. It is known that many officers -
and N.C.0s, in the 12th S.S, Division have in fact been trans-
ferred from the Adolf Hitler Division.

produced, have you any other reason for believing that the -
12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion was in the area of '
the Chateau on or about the 8th June? . A. The answer to i{
that is that civilians have stated to me that the cars which i
I saw in the grounds of the Chateau arrived on the morning b
of the 8th June, - gl

THE PRESIDENT: In addition to the documents vhich you have | f
¥
8

IT. COL. BLACKHURST: You examined all the vehicles present in the
wood at the Chateau d'Audrien. What opinion did you form from L
the view of those vehicles as a whole? A. That the type of il
vehicles which I saw in the wood could not mave belonged to any . ’
other unit but the 12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion, of which
there is only one in the 12th S5.5. Panzer Div‘ig.ion. My reasms for
stating this are that the cluster of vehicles included two four=
wheeled light armoured cars equipped with wireless, which are A
nomally to be found only in a Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion. !

(The witness withdraws).
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RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

|
BOHTELT No. 20 ;
i
z
of }
1

L.A.F. LESEIGNEJR

LEON ALBFRT FRANCOIS LESAIGNEUR is called and -h i
S== DRl SRAAD Lol GNaAJR avi |
been duly sworn, is examined as follows:- : ne :

What is your neme ? A, Leon Albert Francois Leseigneur,

VWihere do you live ? A, Ferme du Chateau d'Audrieu [
Calvados, France. » Audrieu, i

Vihat is your occupation ? A, I am a farmer,

What is your age ? A, 32.

Were you in the vicinity of the Chateau d'Audrieu on the after-
noon of the 8th June, 1944 ? A, Yes, I did not leave the
Chateau grounds that afternoon, ;

ettt i e i CARIEL IS TAT T IR P hs o 2 it
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Did you see any soldiers in British uniform in the vicinity of |
this Chateau that afternoon ? A, Yes, I saw them about 4,30 i
or 5 o'clock in the afternoon. :

I show you this map of the Chateau and its grounds and ask H
you if you can show me where you saw these soldiers in British
uniform ? A, I saw them here (indicating point K. on the map).

ey e T 3 i

How many of these British soldiers were there ? A, I did
not count them as I walked by, but I think there were a group
of ten,

e ekt 0
IEITIL LY

& e

What were these British soldiers doing when you saw them ?
As Two of these British soldiers were lying on the ground
resting on thoir elbows and the remainder were in a group
spealdng together,

Were all of these British soldiers alive at that time, so far
as you could see ? A, Yes, thoy were all alive,

s TP A A PP S 2 B S e

Just where were you vhen you saw them ? A, I was walking 18
along the road to rear of them in an Eastorly direction; the A
road passes alongside the hedge, I was about four or five 18
metres from them, There is the roadway, then a ditch, and then i
the hedge. I was walking along the road, The soldiers were i
on the other side of the hedge, 18

Did you notice whether these British soldiers had any ams or
equipment ? A, They had no arms or equipment with them and
thelr tunics were unbuttoned and hanging loosely from their
bodies,

Viere there any German soldiers nearby ? A. There were marv

German soldiers about three or four metres from them, il I

Were these German soldiers armed ? A, They were all armed, it
some with rifles and others wcra carrying small machine guns. il

Did you notice whether there were any German officers or non-
commissioned officers there ? A, There wore officers and .
non-commi ssioned officers standing near this group of British |

soldiers and they were giving orders and carrying out what i
appeared to be their normal duties. : : i

1.
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EXHIBIT No. 20 (FRENGH).

DEPOSE DU TEMOIGUAGE < g

DE
d
Lf0N  AIBERT  FRANCOIS  LESETQNER, i

LE PRESIDENT: Quel est votre nom?  R. Ldon Albert Prancois
Leseigneur, '

Q Ou demeurez-vous? R. Ferme du chateau d'Audrieu, Audrieu,
Calvados, France,

Q Quel est votre occupation? ' R. Je suis un cultivateur, {
Q Quel est votre ®ge? R. 32 ans, i

{
I
Q ftiez-vous dans le voisinage du chateau d'Audrieu dans | 8 I
1'aprds-midi du 8 juin, 19442 . R, Oui, je n'ai pas quittd ]
- le terrain du chateau cette ap:%s-midi 1&. .

o PR H I S

Q Avez-vous vu des soldats en uniforme britannique dans le
voisinage de ce chateau en ce rffne apr¥s-midi? R, Oui je g
les ai vus vers 4,30 ol 5 heure de 1'aprds-midi, i B

Q Je vous montre cette carte qui reprfsente le chateau et : HE
ses environs, et je vous demande si woud pouvez me montrer HE
1'endroit ou vous avez vu ces soldats en uniforme E"
britannique? R. Je les ai vus 12 (indiquant la place "X" 8 1

— s i
it

Surlamo) ! T' )

| |
| SR 1
Q Cambien de ces soldats anglais y await-il? R. Comme je i ‘
marchais je ne les ai pas comptés, mis je crois qu'il y - {
avait un groupe de dix, 18

e €
TS

Toos. 3o

Q Que faisaient ces soldats anglais quand vous les avez wvus? y

R. Deux d'entre eux étaient couches par terre se reposant 1

, sw leurs coudres et les autres ataient dans un groupe se g B
i: parlant ensemble, 18 %

"1 Q Est-ce que ces soldats e;.nglais &tasent tous vivant d'apres Sl
vous? R. Oui, ils etaient tous vivant.

Q Au juste ou dtiez~vous quand vous les avez vus? R, Je i
marchais le long de la route qui est en arridre d'ou ils '
dtaient, dans une direction est; ce chemin passe le long
de la haje. J'étais 2 peu pres 4 3 5 mftres d'eux. Il y
a le chemin, un fossé ensuite la Jm.ie. Je marchais le ,
long de ce chemin., Les soldats etaient de 1'autre cote ek Bl
de la haie, g

Q Avez-vous qu! si ces soldats britanniques avaient des i
armes o} des quipements sur eux? R. Jls n'avz}ient aucune i
armes ou Jquiaements et leurs tuniques &taient dSboutonn€es LB

et pendaient & leur aise,

Q Y avait-il aucun soldats allemands tout pr‘es d'ewx? R, Il
y'en avait plusieur, environ 3 a 4 metres d'eux,

Q Est-ce que ces soldats Stoient armfy?  R. Ils dtaient tous it
arm€s, quelques uns avaient des fusils et d'autres des i
mitraillettes, Bili

Q Avez-vous remarque s'il y avait des officiers 03 des sous- b i
officiers sllemends M7 R. Il y avait des officiers et il
des sous-officiers allemands pres de ce groupe de soldats i
anglais qui donnaient des ordres, ce qui me parraissait
&tre une routine habituelle,




EXHIBIT o, 20 ‘FREIOH!.

Q Vous ®os certain, n'est—ce pas qu'il y avait Pici
et des sous-of‘fici’.erg allemands & ce nzmexrt lld;:%:f ol

du groupe de soldats anglais? R, Oui, je suis certain,

Q Qu'avex-vous pensé X ce moment 1% de 1a situation en ce
qui regarde ces soldats anglais? R, Ces soldats anglais
m'on semble d'@re sous gards, enfin des prisaniers,

- - , L4 .
Q Avez-vous remarque aucune marques quelconque sur leurs
manches oY quelque chose de semblable? ong. Je n'en ai pas

remarqug le 8 juin, mais je les ai wues quand Jje suis re-
tourne le lendemain matin,

A ;
Q Ou etes vous all gords que vous avez vu ces soldats anglai s?
R. Je suis allf ﬁ‘geu prés a 100 nétres plus loin vers
l'est sur le chemin et j'ai changé mon taureau de place
dans le paturage et Jje m'en suis revenu marchant dans une
direction ouest dans un champ tout pr%a de ma ferme,

Q Qu est votre ferme? R, Ua ferme est & peu prds 75 mftres 18 1
& 1'ouest du poulailler, i H

Q Avez-vous entendu, ® ce moment 1}, des coups de feu dans {
le voisinage? R, Oui, : i

Q De quelle direction vous a t'il sembld que venaient ces ‘
coups de few? R. Ils m'ont sembld trés proche de moi dans 1

la direction du poulailler, b1

& 1
Q ou éfiez-vous quand vous avez entendu ces coups de feu? 3!
R, J'étais dans un paturage a peu pres 4O res du
poulaillers . £

Q A peu pz%s combien de coups de feu avez-vous entendu?
R. J'ai entendu 10 coups, sois d'un fusil od d'g revolver, i
et aussi des coups de mitrailleuse venant de la_ place, #

Q Avez-vous formd aucune opinion de ce qui se passait 1W? i B
R. J'ai trouvd cela tr¥®s &trange d'entendre des coups de
feu venant d'ou je venais juste de quitter.

i NS L e

R AN

Q Pourquoi avez=wvous trouv€ cela !tmnge? R. J'ai trouvd
cela &trange parce qu'en mfhe temps il y avait des avions
anglaises qui survollaient mais qui ne tiraient pas.

e I I O AR e

. Q Est-ce que ca se battait entre soldats anglais et allemands
2 ce moment 12 dans les environs du chateau? R. Nom, il
n'y avait pas d'anglais et d'allemands qui se battaient
avant que. le barrage c vers les 7 heure du soir,
quand les troupes anglaise attaguerent. .

Q Avez-vous retourn? dans le voisinage du poulailler aprds
ceci? R. Je suis retoume’ dans le voisinage du poulailler
le lendemain vers les 8,30 heure,

Q Qu'avez-vous vu 132 R. J'ai wvu tous les soldats anglais
tendu mort par terre,

Q Dans quelle position &taient &tendus.ces soldats anglais? i
R. Ils &taient &tendus avec leurs t@tes vers le chemin et les i

pieds allant de l'autre oﬁtgo

Q Est-ce que vous vous Stes approchd tres prés d'ew? R. Je I
suis 211 jusqu'a 1'espace qu'il y a dans la haie. J'€tais i
2 peu pris 50 centimdtres des corps des hammes.

2e




EXHIBIT No, 21,

S ————
Do you know what his rank was? A, ‘I cannot tell you,

- Would you recognise this officer if you saw him again?

A. Yes, I might recognise him,

Was anyone with you when you saw these British soldiers?
A. My employer, M, Leseignewr,

What did you think these British soldiers were doing there? °
. I thought that they were prisoners, ‘

Why? A. Because they were dressed in British uniform and
they were surrounded by Germans,

Where did you go after you saw these British soldiers?

A. We went along the road eastward and moved the stake to
vhich the bull was tied and we turned westward in the direction
of the farm; about five minutes or ten minutes later we heard
several shots,

Can you say about how many shots? A. It is difficult to
say how many shots I heard but there were machine-gun shots
amongst them,

How did you know they were machine-gun shots? A. Because
a machine-gun mekes more noise and fires faster than a rifle.

Where did this sound come from? A. I thought that the shots
came from the direction of the place where I had seen these
soldiers standing.

What did you do after you heard the shots? A. In about five
minutes a German officer and two or three soldiers came to
the farm and made me carry a ladder along the road eastward.
As I passed the henhouse I noticed that the British soldiers
whom I had seen were no longer standing there,

Did you ever return to this place near the henhouse where the
British soldiers had been? A, I returned to this place the
next morning about 9,30 or 10 o'clock in company with
Raymond Lanoue. :

What did you see there? A. I saw thirteen dead British
soldiers lying along the hedge.

Did you notice any badges on their uniforms or on their arms?
A. They had marks on their uniforms "Canada".

Did you notice how these soldiers had been wounded? A, Some

had been shot through the mouth, some had been shot through the !

head and I did not notice how the others had been shot.

Did you ever see the German officer who ware the black uniform
again? A. Yes, I later saw this German officer dressed in
black when I carried a ladder for the other German officer
along the road eastward. He was alighting from a French
civilian vehicle which he later put in Mme. Level's garage.

What did this officer in black do when he alighted from his
car? A. He went to some other of ficers who were under a

pine tree,
(The witness withdraws)e
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DEPOSE DU TRMOIGNAGE

IE

mmmmmmm.

Quel est votre nom ? R. Eugene Andrluc:pold Buchart,
Quel est votre ®ge ? R. 20 ans.

Ou demeurez-vous ? R. 40, rue de 1'dglise, Le Madreri, Caen.

Etiez-vous au chateau d'Audrieu durant 1'eprds-midd du 8 juin
194 ? » R. Non, j'étais la ferme,

Avez-vous visitd ob tes-vous venu au chatesu en cette aprés-
midi ? R, Je suis venu au chateau au commencement de
1'apr¥s-midi voir mon cemarade.

Avez-vous vu des soldats en uniforme britamnique cette apris-
midi 1%, prds du chateau ? R, Oui.

Ou avez-vous vu ces soldats ? R, J'ai vu ces soldats le
long de lahaie,

Je vous montre cette carte du chateau at je vous demande si
vous pouvez indiquer sur cette carte, 1'endroit.ou.vous avez
vu ces soldats en uniforme britannique ? R, Je les ai
vus le long de la haie pr¥s des poules; c'&tait tout pr¥s
de cet endroit (indiquant la-place "K").

ou dtiez-vous au moment que vous avez vu ces soldats ?
J'&ais sur le chemin qui passe pr¥s du poulailler,

Vers quelle heure ? R, Entre 5 et 5.30 de 1'apr@s-midi.

Est-ce que ces soldats en uniforme britannique &taient mort
o vivant ? R, Ils &taient vivants et tous &taient debout.

Combien y en avait-il ? R, Je ne les ai pas comptsa, mais
Je crois qu'ils y en avaient dix.

Est-ce que ces soldats avaient des armes off des &quipements
d'aucune sorte ? R. Ils n'avaient pas d'armes
d'équipements avec eux,

faisaient-ils quand vous les avez vus ? R. Ils
ctaient debout.

Y avaient-ils des soldats allemands s d'eux ? R. 1y
avait des allemands X peu pres dix mtres d'eux,

Est-ce qu'il y ava.it des officiers allemands parmi ces
soldats allemands ol prés d'eux ? R. Oui, ils étaient
tous dans un groupe donnant des ordres, -

Est-ce que ces soldats allemands ftajent armds ? R Oud,
ils dtaient tous armfs.

Savez-vous quelles sortes d'armes ils aveient ? R. Ils
avaient des fusils et des mitrailleuses; des petites
mitrailleuses et des grosses mitrailleuses.

Est-ce qu'il y avait aucun officiers allemands habill€ en
noir ? R. Sculement qu'un.

Savez-vous quel &ait son grade ? R. Je ne peux pas
vous le dire.

1'
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EXHIBIT Wo. 23. 111 | R
RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE ! 3=!f : 4
= it |
1
FIRST IT. J.W. BISHOP i
i éx'-‘
: : ; |
FIRST LIEUTENANT JOSEPH W. BISHOP is called and, i
having been duly sworn, is examined as follows:- i ;iﬁ !
1 '
THE PRESIDENT: Will you state your name, rank, organisation and ' i !
present duty. Ao First Lieutenant Joseph W, Bishop, Judge 138 11 |
Advocate's Section, H.Q. ETOUSA. i el 1 sy
gl |
Q I hand you these three objects and ask you to state what they e |
are. A. These are three documents which were found in my SR |
presence by Captain L.G. Sneath at a spot which is identified Wit |
on the map by the co-ordinates 871713. They were found at 148 1
approximately 1400 hours on the 11th July, 1944. The first 8 o
document is a personal letter addressed to Rifleman F. Smith, g
1 No. B.32922, Queen's Own Rifles. The second document is a 8
3 pay book belonging to F.D. Harrison, Canadian Army. The third 88 1
3 document is a personal letter addressed to Sapper F. Harrison, i
1 No. B.138308(3?). This also simply gives "Canadian Army". i
! i
1 1.
& (Bundle of documents produced by (i
1 witness is marked Exhibit "23A") 4 | EN
(The witness withdraws) ERl |
Lo Tt
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EXHIBIT No, 2l,. A

RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of
LT, COL.  R.A.H. MacKEEN

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL R.A.H, MacKEEN is called end,
having been duly sworn, is examined as follows:-

B e

THE PRESIDENT: Will you please state your name, rank and
organisation 7 A, Robert Arthur Haliburton MacKeen,
Lieutenant-colonel, Royal Canadian Amy Medical Corps,
First Canadian Base Laboratory,

Q What is the nature of your present aésigxmt ?
A I am in charge of a laboratory conducting gemeral
pathological examinations.

| S

Q Were you required to perform any duty at or in the
vicinity of the Chateau d'Audrieu recently ? A, Yes.,

Q Will you state briefly the nature of that duty 7

A To conduct autopsies on the bodies of 26 British and 4
Canadian soldiers who were buried in the grounds of the 8
Chateau, -

e e e e e e e S
.
.

Q Ey whom were you assisted in thiswork ? A. By a o
medical officer of the R.AM.C., a laboratory assistant i K
of the R.A.M.C. and ten French civilians, who performed 1
various tasks such as grave digging, washing the bodies i
and preparing them for the autopsies, :

Q Before undertaking the exhumation of the bodies did you C ol
give any instructions as to the sequence in which the iR
bodies were to be removed and brought to your operating i
room ? A, Yes, I told the French foremen to remove f
them in the following sequence: First from the grave con-
taining six bodies, beginning with grave or body mumbers
1, 2, 3, 4 5 and 6. v

Q Have you completed the autopsy on these 26 bodies ? A. Yes.

Q -Will you report to the Court the result of these autopsies
and, in the case of each autopsy, state the source from
which that body was brought to you. A. The first body !
that I examined was brought to me from the. grave of six 8
and was mumber 1 body in that grave, This was the body of
Private D,S. Gold, H.16928, U.C,, .Canadian, This body had
the identity discs around the neck., The clothing was
searched, but nothing found, The shoulder patches were L
those of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, There was a Red Cross i b
badge on the right sleeve, Clothing: The blouse collar had |
& hole three-quarters of an inch in diameter, situated two
and one quarter inches from the front and bordering on the
seam, Beneath this, beginning at the left shoulder strap
button and extending outward and backward, there was a
second hole two and three quarter inches in length, Beneath
this the jersey showed & similar hole begirming at the neck i
line on the left shoulder, extending backward and dommrard, .
There was a hole in the left sleeve of the blouse, half an |
inch from the back seam and three and one half inches from # [
the top seam; this was irregular in shape and one and one i
quarter inches in length. There was a hole in the right il
side of the tunic one and a quarter inches long at the o
imner edge of the pocket, half way up the pocket; thishei-
tended upward and inward, The jersey showed a similar hole, |
the left sleeve and shoulder of both blouse and jersey were |
blood-soaked, as was the back of the blouse on the left :
side and the front of the blouse and jersey on the nght}

Body: Preservation of the scalp, face and soft tissues othe
the neck was poor. Practically all flesh was gonc from

1. : R - A 1o
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, EXIBIT Yo, 2. il |
The right sleeve of the blouse had four service chevrons, The {5 |

|

¥ {
blouse had a hole Just above the left shoulder which wag V- i I
shaped, one and a half inches by one and a half inches. There 1| S
f

was another hole in the blouse three and a half inchos beloy L
the above in the back, half an inch in dismeter, and & similar i
one in the shirt. There was a third hole one and three e
quarter inches below the left breast pocket in line with its 88
inside seam and a similar hole in the shirt that measured one 18
inch in length. There were moderate bloodstains on the L
clothing, Head: The cranium was badly broken and disintegrat- 1 |
e&, The left frontal temporal parietal and part of the occipital 8 f
bones were missing. The right frontal parietal and temporal bones i |
were hanging loose. The brain tissue was campletely gone. There '
was a wound on the top of the left shoulder two inches in diameter
and a second wound in the back, three and a half inches below
this and one inch in diameter. The scapula was fractured through § i
the acromion process. These appeared to be the entmance and exit e ol
of wounds of the same origin. There was a wound in the abdomen 1
half an inch below the costal margin, half an inch to the left ot
of the midline. - This wound measured three quarters of an inch [ HE
in length. There was a wound in the lkver and a small amount | i
of blood in the peritoneal cavity. The body showed marked de- il

composition. The hands were particularly decomposed and the
flesh on the fingers of the right hand was completely gone. The
skin on the back of the hand was blackened and parchment-like,
The left hand showed marked decomposition of the thumb and
middle fingers. The first, third and little fingers were

fairly well preserved. Summry:. The head wound was extremely |
severe but decomposition had obscured the original picture. i
The wounds in the shoulder and back were severe but did not |
necessarily ‘cause immediate death. Abdominal and liver wounds LR
had occurred after death. The disintegration of the skull was 1
s0 severe that it was difficult to state definitely the type¥of {
missile involved but the injuries could be produced by =mall arms {
at very close range.

The fourth body that I examined was brought to me from
the grave of six and was number 4 in that grave. The body was A
said to be that of an unknovm Canadian major of the Royal |
Winnipeg Rifles. The uniform was that of a major, Canadian L Ei
Amy, with shoulder patches of the Royel Winnipeg Rifles. On 1§ i1
the right sleeve were four service chevrons. A wrist watch, I
Olympic make, was on the left wrist, On the back of the watch’
was the name "F.E. Hodge". Clothing: The blouse had a hole 8
three quarters of an inch in diameter three inches below the - !
right shoulder strap at the back and one and a half inches from R
the shoulder seam, and there were similar holes in the shirt and i
vest, The blouse, shirt and vest were heavily bloodstained. A
i Body: The head was absent and the first three vertebrae were H

missing. There was a wound behind the right shoulder over the
scapula, This wound was half an inch in diameter. There vas a ;
small fracture of the scapula with a hole in the scapula five- |
sixteenths of an inch long and three-sixteenths of an inch wide. b |
Chest cavities appeared normal, Peritoneal cavities appeared |
normal and the viscera showed no.pathological changes. The body b
as a whole vas badly decomposed, Swmary: The wound in.t}}e [
shoulder did not necessarily cause instant death. No opinion
can be given of the condition of the head.

The fifth body that I examined was brought to me f‘rom
the grave of six and was number 5 body in that grave. This was
the body of Lance-corporal A.R. Fuller, He 41280, U.C.,
Canadian. The identity disc was present and the regimental
mumber appeared on the blouse belt. The blouse ha.d.the
shoulder regimental patches of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
Clothing: The blouse had a hole in the front of the left

3.
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Body of lMajor F.E. Hodge, showing complete
disintegration of head.

abdomen below right costal margin.

Body of L/Cpl A.R. Fuller, showing wound in
lower jaw, front of neck, reaching from
shoulder to shoulder.

3-A

Body of L/Cpl A.R. Fuller, showing wounds in
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EXHTBIT No s

inwvard and backward., The first ridb was broke

second and third dorsal vertebrae were bz-olt:e@nx.1 a;"ﬁetg;pef:rgﬁe
of the right lung was torm. The wound extended into the left
upper thoracic cavity and there was a tear in the upper lobe
of the left lung. Other organs and cavities showed no special
change. Summary: ., Severe wounds of the head which the
appearance of the beret would indicate were due to mmall
calibre missiles fired from behind, Wound in the side of the
heck entering thorax. Fram the direction of penetration it
would appear that this shoulder wound was inflicted while the
body was prone. Both types were fatal,

The eighth body that I cxamined was brought to me
from the grave of seven. This body at the time of autopsy
bore no identification other than a silver signet ring wvith
yellow metal inlay on top and shoulder. It bore the initials
"F.H." in script. On him vas found a2 small photograph which
had been printed at Owen Sound, which is in Ontorio. The grave
from which this body was taken bore on a plague the following
information: "B.138303 Spr. F.D. Harrison, Cdn". It is lmown
that the next of kin of Spr. Harrison resides in Owen Sound.
The shoulder flash found on the body vas that of the Queen's
Own Rifles of Canada, Clothing: INo boots. The blouse showed
a Jagged hole one and three quarters of an inch in length on
the right side just below the collar. A second hole one inch
long, five inches from midline and six inches above the blouse
belt at the back on the right. A third hole a quarter of an
inch in diameter, four inches below the outer edge of the left
breast pocket. The face was disintegrated with fractures of
the upper and lower jaws, nose orbits and ethmoids. The bames
of the top of the skull were intact. The whole of the front of
the neck down to the upper border of the stermun was disintegrated
and there vas a fracture of the lower cervical vertebrae. There
was 2 circular hole a quarter of an inch in diameter below the
seventh ridb in the left mid-axillary line. This continued through
the diaphragm and entered the spinal colum at the twelfth dorsal
vertebrae; a sub-machine gun bullet was recovered. (Exhibit "24A%).
There was a Jagged wouhd three inches by one and a half inches
on the right side in the posterior axillary line extending towards
midline. There were fractures of the ¢leventh and twelf'th ribs.
There was a wound in front of the chest one and a quarter inches
in diameter with a fracture of the stermm at clavicular
drticulation on the right side. The right lung was torn. Summary:
Head wounds, fatal type. Body wounds, fatal type. There was some
evidence that one, at least, of these wounds was of small calibre

type. :

The ninth body that I examined was brought to me from the
grave of seven. This was the body of Private W. Poho, H. 9437,
0.D., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles., Clothing: No boots.
Blouse: Circular hole two inches in diameter between the right
breast pocket and epaulette one inch above pocvet. Hole half
an inch in diameter just below the right bréms¥ ocket. Two holes
at the back of the right slceve just above the cuff, hali‘ an
inch and one and a quarter inchcs in diameter. A tear in the
right slceve four inches below the axillary seam. Four holes
in the left cuff. Two were a quarter of an inch in diameter
and two were half an inch in diameter. Hole helf an inch in
diameter ncar the fourth button-hole on left side. Trousers:
Eight holes one quarter of an inch in diametc.er in.the.leﬁ:
trouser leg. Three holes one quarter of an inch in dioneter
in the right trouser leg. Head: Hole in the skull two and
five-eighths of an inch by one and three quarter inches .
involving the right frontal and parietal bones. Second hole in
skull, one and three-eighths of an inch by three-eighths of an
inch involving left frontal bone obliqu-ly from the orbital

v
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Body of Rfn F. Ostir, showing complete
disintegration of head,

Body of Spr F. Harrison, showing vault of skull
and smashing in of front of face; large wound i
in upper portion of front of chest in midline. j

Body of L/Cpl W. Poho, showing hole in skull.
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The eleventh body that I examined wes
from the grave of seven, This was the body o?rohuf::tzon:-
ton, British soldier. No. 1461793, Idontity diso in
pocket. . Clothing: No blouse. Shirt showed gaping holes
between the anterior and posterior axillary linos on the
loft side and in the shoulder. Thore was a hole above the
right shoulder. There were two holes in the left trouser
leg, onc at the top of the large pocket and the other . '
immodiately above. Head: Soalp loose and was tom, but !
showed two oircular holes three-eighths of an inch in i 5
diemeter, one in the forehead and ome in the occipital |
region. There was a hole in the skin at the root of the t
nose one quarter of an inch in diameter. The skull was s
completely disintegrated. All bones were fractured and &
many pieces were missing, The cervical vertebrae were it
shattered and there was a wound in the posterior triangle :
of the neck, the whole of vhich measured one and a half
inchos by two and a quarter inches and was situated on the i1
right side. This wound appoared to be directed upwards, A
The right maxilla was frootured. There was a large gaping §
wound in the anterior surface of the left shoulder region, B
ruming backwards from the acromio olavicular articulation i
towvards the left scapula, vhich was shattered, There was a
large gaping wound below the left axdlla four and a half
inches by three and a quarter inches, These two wounds
communicated. There were three wounds, half inch, half
inch and one quarter of an inch in diemeter on outer aspect
of upper arm immediately below the shoulder. There was no
fracture, Sumary: Fatal hcad wounds vith evidence of
multiple small-calibre wounds., Fatal neck wounds, Small- :
calibre wounds of arm. Wounds in shoulder and chest region. Al
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The twelfth body that I examined was brought to me A
from the grave of seven. This was the body of Private K.S. el ¥
Lawrence, H,1170, Canadian, Royal Wimmipeg Rifles, Clothing:
Blouse: A hole one inch long, four inches to the right of
the midline and five inches from the belt. Trousers: Hole i
three and a2 half inches just above the knce in front. Head: i
No wounds at top of skull but right lower jaw was fractured :
and there was a flesh wound in the right side of the neck
with marked disintegration of the sof't tissues. There was a
lacerated wound of.the right thigh in the lower half, four
inches in length, commencing above the patella., The fermr
was intact., There was a wound in the right foot and the
flesh-wound over it was denuded, and there was disintegration !
of the tarsal bones. Other organs were normal, Sumary: £l
Wounds of neck and jaw fatol. Wounds of thigh and foot i
moderate. [

The twenty-sixth body that I examined was brought to
‘'me from the grave of seven, This was the body of Private W.
Barlow. No discs present, but his name and regimental i
nuriber appeared on his trousers and on his gaiters. His
number wvas 4987501, It appeared that he belonged to a
Company "D", and he wore 50th Diyision flashes with two
parallel red flashes below. Clothing: Blouse: Hole one
and a half inches in length in the right front, one inch
below the collar. There was a hole two and a half inches in
diameter one inch below the collar seam and two inches obove
the pocket and in line with the outside seam, Therc were |
four holes a quarter of an inch in diameter, two between the two |
lower buttons, onc just below the bottom button and one half
on inch from the bottom and one inch fram midline, There was
a hole in the left sleeve, half an inch in diameter on the
inside, one inch above the cuff, There were two holes tw | |
inches above the cuff on the outside seam, half an inch in |
diametar., There was a hole a quarter of an inch in diameter \

Te




Photo of removed scalp and skin of'forehead of

Pte L. Chartrand (H4129k) showing circular
holes.

Body of Pte !layton, showing complete
disintegration of vault of skull.

Body of Pte X.S. Lawrence, showing wound in
neck and face.
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EXHIBIT Yo, 2.

line, There vas a tear in the right lower 1 !

. obe of .
was free blood in pleural cawity, Sumary: Fatal 3.1‘:\;%& oghere
skull, amall calibre type. Wounds of chest, :

The fiftcenth body that I examin
from the grave at “"K", This was the bodyedo‘fv‘asmb?;:ghlg tgi?};orf
Ho 1463, Luth., Canadian. Clothing: There were no re;imental :
flashes. There was a hole in the blouse collar, one inch to the
right of midline, three-eighths of an inch in diameter. Body:
There vas a vertical wound in the posterior right triangle ot‘.
neck, three and a half inches in length, This communicated with
wound causing multiple fractures of cervical vertebrae., Skull

normal. Other organs normal. Swmmary: Fracture cervical
vertebrae,

The sixteenth body that I examined was brought to me
fram the grave at "K". This was the body of Rifleman W.G.
Adams, H. 41531, C. of E., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
Clothing: No boots. Blouse: Small hole in collar left side
front, half an inch in diameter. Hole in left shoulder one
inch below epaulette, one inch in length, Hole in left sleeve
in line with top of breast pocket one and a half inches in
length, half an inch in diameter. Hole back of left sleeve
Just at shoulder seam one quarter of an inch in diameter. Hole
in back over left scapula, one half an inch in diameter, eight
inches from shoulder seam, Hole in right sleeve imner side near
elbow, one inch in diameter. Hole in left trouser leg, three
inches in length, outer side.of front pocket. Skull: There
was a wound over the left malar region five-sixteenths of an
inch in diametex. Fracture of zygoma. Bullet had gone through
middle fossa of the skull and then tuming, fractured the orbital
plate on meking its exit, Body: There was a wound five-sixteenths
of an inch in diometer irmediately above anterior axillary fold HH
running upward and inward to.exit wound, three quarters of an
inch in diameter near the acramion process, fracturing head of
humerus and smashing shoulder joint. There was a wound half an
inch in diameter, two inches below left axilla in mid-axillary
line running upsards and backwerds to cause fracture of the first Al
rib, There was a wound, a quarter of an inch in diameter, half il
an inch to right of stermum at second rib. There was a wound in
the left upper arm, mid-third on lateral surface. There was a !
wound 2 quarter of an inch in diameter and an exit wound three L
quarters of an inch in diameter on immer aspect. Thore vas a |
wound a quarter of an inch in diameter in the left foreamm, i {
three inches above the wrist  joint on radial side which cam- I
unicated with an exit wound half an inch in diameter on ulna
side. There was a fracture of the ulna, There was a wound in
the right upper arm, a quarter of an inch in diameter, three
inches below the shoulder joint and directed dovmwards. There
was a wound, one quarter of an inch in diameter, immediately
to the right of the xiphi stermnum. There was a wound, left
| iliac fossa, one .inch long, caused by a picce of shrapnel
‘f (Exhibit "24K") one inch in length fracturing ilium just bclow
crest., There vas some blood in the abdominal cavity which was
probably ante mortem, Thorax: Middle lobe, right lung! was .
penetrated. Free blood was present in the right thgmc:.c It
cavity. There was a hole a quarter of an inch in d:.mfxcter, on
the right side of the diaphragm, and a wound in ‘Fhe 1I.LVEI‘.
Ieft thigh: There was a wound, a quarter of an inch in '
diameter, on the anterior aspect four inches bslow Poupart's
Ligament, and an exit wound three quarters of an inch in 3
diameter three inches below the entrance in postero lateral \
aspect, Swmary: Skull wound fatal. Multiple sll calibre ‘
wounds of body, arms and legse.
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Body of Cpl G.=2. Meakin, showing 3 holes in
region-of right ear.
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Body of Pte E. Bishoff, showing wound in |
posterior triangle of right side of neck. !
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EXHIBIT No. 2.

midline at the eighth thoracic vertebra, which was fractured.
Left thigh: There was a wound three inches above the patella
,on the outer aspect and a similar one on the imer aspect,
These measured o quarter and half inch; in a direct line with
these there was a wound in the right thigh, inner aspect,
measuring a quarter of an inch in diameter, three inches
above the patella. Swmary: Skull wounds fatal, Hultiple
fracture of the vertebra. lultiple small calibre wounds of
the leg and body.

The ninoteenth body that I examined was brought to
me from grave "K", This was the body of Rifleman A.A. Fag-
nan, Ho 41980, R.Ce, Camadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
Clothing: Thore was a hole in collar three quarters of an

, inch in diamster just below the epaulette, There were two

holes a quarter of an inch in diameter to the right of the
midline just above the belt seam, There was o hole half an
inch in diameter on the fly front of blouse, upper level of
pocket, There was a hole two inches in length, three inches
to the left of the midline, two inches above the belt line,
There was a hole in the left posterior axillary line a
quarter of an inch in diameter one inch from the shoulder
sehm. Trousers: Three holes in the top just under the
belt seam corrzsponding to the holes in the blouse. Boots:
Left, there were two holes in the sole a quarter and-half:
an inch in diameter, There was a one-inch tear the lateral
aspect just above the sole. Head: No wounds. Body:
Communicating wounds one quarter and half inch in diameter
at left costel margin, One was one inch from the midline
at the tip of the seventh rib and the second at the tip of
the tenth rib. Wound in back at level of the eighth and
tenth dorsel vertebra, one inch to the left of the midline,
measuring two and three cuarters of an inch in diameter,
This cammunicated with the thoracic cavity upwards and in-
wards, Yound in the back ong.quarter of an inch in
diameter in the midline at the eleventh dorsal vertebra
directed upwards and inwards. Two penetrating wounds,

half an inch in diameter, on the sole of the left foot and
fractures of the tarsal bones, evidently from shots fired
when the body was prone., Piece of metal removed, {Exhibit
"24F"), Lower lobe of the left lung was torn; there was
blood in the pleural cavity; fifth, sixth and seventh ribs
were fractured near the vertebral colum. Other organs
were normal, Summary: Chest wounds fatal. Multiple small
calibre wounds of body and foot. :

The twentieth body that I examined was brought to
me from the grave at "K", This was the body of Private H.A.
Labrecque, H. 103987, R.C., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles.
Clothing: Right boot off. Blouse: Triangular hole one
inch each side, in right lower back five inches from the
midline seam and four inches above the belt. Hole one
aquarter of an inch in dicmeter, one and a quarter inches to
the right of the midline seam and four inches above the belt.
Hole half an inch in diameter beneath the insertion of the
lef't epaulette. Hole one inch in diometer three inches below
the axilla in the mid-axillary line. Hole left sleeve three

quarters of an inch in diameter in the upper arm, three inches

fran the shoulder seam in front, Two holes half an inch in
diometer two and four inches behind the side seam of the

right trouser leg at level of the fork. Skull: Scalp denuded

over most part. There was e tri-radicte fracture in t}le :
right posterior parietal regiom two and a half inches och}nd
the external auditory meatus, This had produced a hole five-
sixteenths of an inch in diezmeter. On the opposite side of
the skull three inches behind the external auditory meatus
there was a larger hole one inch in diameter in the posterior
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Body of Rfn A.A, Fagnan, showing complete
disintegration of left side of face and neck.

Body of Rfn A.A. Fagnan, showing linear
fracture through right side.

Body of Pte H.A. Labrecque, showing hole in
right side of head.
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ZXTHBIT Jo. 2k.

; The twenty-third body that I cramined was broucht 4o me

from the grave at "K", %hiz was the b iynto i ihod e
H. 8918, R.C,, C..umdl:m, Royol ..J.l."".)"Sa%iﬁi"iévczgtﬁi!&?d\icfzw
boots. Dlouse: Iliole one quarter of an inch in diameter immer
top edge of the left breast poclet. “wo lioles a ounrter of an
inch in diamcter in the left a:zilla. lHole one cuarter of an
inch in diameter half an inch b:low the above. Hole one and a
half inches in diameter on the iimer side of the left upper
arm. Two gaping holes, two and o helf inches in diameter, ;ju.,t
cbove the left cuff, Two holes, t:.ro inches and threec inches in
diamcter, one and a half inches above the b..lt seam in the
right mid-axillary line, One hole one inch in diameter thrae
inches below the axilla in the right cleeve. Siadl: There wos
2 hole onc quarter of an inch in diameter in the midline of the
occipital region and a second hole one inch in dinnmcter one and
a quarter inches above and half an inch behind the left external
auditory meatus. Thorax: ..om:.l in right adllaxy region
tovards the front, four inches by two inches. Thic wms super-
ficial. Wound 1czt axillary region, one auartcr of an inch in
diameter, with exit wound in the anterior triengle of the necks
Third rib vas grooved. There was splintering of the loft sixth
rib one inch fraa the vertebral articulation., There was blood
in the left thoracic cavity and a tear in the upper lobe of the
lef't lung. Abdomen: Hil, Left hond: Greater part missing;
remaining carpal bones were froctured. Swmary: Slaull wounds,
sarll calibre. Iultiple zmall calibre wounds of the body.

The twenty-fourth bod v that I exxxained wes brought to ne
from the grave at "K". This body ot the timc of the autopsy bore
no sign of identification, .,.u the crous on the grave from which

is body was taken bore the following information: "H.21123
Slyvechuk, G.C."; the lettﬂrz "Royal Wimipeg Rifles" appear at
the top of the cross. There were two cervice chevrons on the
right amm, and the sleeves bore the Royal Winnipeg Rifles flach.
Clothing: Three holes in the collar of the blouse on the right
side, a quarter of an inch in diometer; two holes, half an inch
in diometer, two inches below the collar seem in thﬂ back. Two
holes, helfl an inch in dia .ftcr, Just in front of right
ep' wlette. The head was missing and the body showed marks of
decompocsition and the right m vas dicarticulated at the
shoulder. Thoracic and abdominal cavities: 1fil. Swmary: From
the hol:z in the collar it would appcexr that this man was
wounded severely in the neck, proba bl-r lcading to decapitation.
Apparently small calibre misciles

The twenty-{ifth body f’.'x‘c I exanined s

from the grave at "K". ©This wac the body of Priw

Harper, L.105515, U. C., Can "Lll".!, Royal '.:.'i_'mip:.(_; ;

Clothing: Blouse: Iole, onc quarter ol an inch in diameter,

onz inch froa cuter and lower edge of left breast pocket. Ziol
V‘\

dge
a2 cuariter of an inch in diumeter, on left uleeve, two ar
inches from axillary scanm on imner side. Ilole, twn :Lm.hus in
dionmeter, becide and above outer edge o‘“ divisionnl flach on ;
left ..lccvc. llole, a quarter of an inch in dionmeter, two inches £
from the left of the midline nine inchsc below the collar in the
back. :ole, a quarter of an inch in u.r.u-.‘.eter, one inch from '
.'*.ould =} man urd,r i y enculette. iiole, holf an inch in
en thres inches from the front of
coll::r., :olc, a gua "‘z*t:r of an iy ddamzter, fowr inches :
from midline on the right and four inches bolow the epauletie. &
Hole in ;",..w slzeve five inches lo*x;_; on the outer zzpect of
the cuff e:tending upimnds, lole, thrue inches in lencth,
a Two 1101‘39,
in "*'ourcr:.

fourr inches above cuff seam on the imnmer
one inch and onz cuarter of an inch in
ovzr the might ‘bmtocl _.o_.c,
two inches below the top of
tha left l:,'.. ’;
nn })O" s St
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Body of Gnr (Rfn?) S.J. Cresswell, showing
large gaping hole in right side of skull,

Body of Pte H. Rodgers, showing hole 1 inch in
diameter in region of left ear.

Body of Pte H. Rodgers, showing hole in
occipital region.
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EXHTBIT No. 25.

RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of

SERJEANT J,R. FROST.

SERJEANT J,R. FROST is called, and A
having been duly sworn, is examined as follows:-

THE PRESIDENT: State your name, rank and organisation,

A

O

B211172 Serjeant Frost, J.R., No. 1 Special Investigation
Section, First Canadian Army.

Between 9th July and 14th July, 1944, were you present at the
Chateau d'Audrieu with Lieut.Col. MacKeen when he performed
an autopsy on the bodies of twenty-four British and Canadian
soldiers found dead in the Chateau grounds 7 Ao  YEB,

Did you take the fingerprints of each of those bodies ?

I took the fingerprints of eighteen bodies numbered 1,

2, By ey 556,71, 8,59,2415713,15,516,547, - 20,521, " 2y -anll
25, I attempted to take the fingerprints of six other
bodies, but due to the condition of these bodies it was not
possible, Those bodies numbered 10, 12, 14, 22, 23 and 26,

Do these envelopes (now included in the large envelope marked
Exhibit "25A") contain the actual fingerprints of these
eighteen bodies ? A, They do,

(The witness withdraws)

1.
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RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of

SERJEANT R, S, SOUTHERST,

SERJEANT R.S, SOUTHERST is called and,

having been duly sworn, is examined
as follows:=

THE PRESIDENT: State your name, rank and orgenisation,
A, TU1913 Serjeant Southerst, R.S., No.1 Special

Investigation Section, First Canadian Army,

EXHIBIT No, 26,

Q Between 9th July and 14th July, 1944, were you present at the

Chateau d'Audrieu with Lieut., Col, MacKeen when he performed
an autopsy on the bodies of two British and/or Canadian '

soldiers found dead in the Chateau grounds?

Q Did you take the fingerprints of each of those bodies? g ;
A. I took the fingerprints of two bodies mumbered 18 and 19,

Q Do these envelopes (now included in the large envelope marked
Exhibit "26A") contain the actual finger prints of these two

bodies? A, Yes,

(The witness withdraws),

1.

A. Yes.
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RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE

of
LIEUT, F.L. DUBERVIIL,

LIEUTENANT FRANK L. DUBERVILL is called

and, having been duly sworn, is examined
as follows:-

.

THE PRESIDENT: ¥ill you state to the Court your nams, unit and
duty? A, Lieutenant Frank L. Dubervill, Canadian Film and
Photo Unit. I am on duty with No.3 Canadien Public Relations
Group, at Creully, Normandy,

Q In comnection with your duties were you required to take
photographs at the Chateau d'Audrieu and of the bodies of

Canadian soldiers upon whom an autopsy was being performed
there? A, Yes.

Q I show you here a series of photographs marked Exhibit "27A"
and ask you if you can state to the Court what they are?
A. Here is a series of 36 photographs taken by me of the
bodies exhumed at the Chateau d'Audrieu and upon which an
autopsy was perfomed by Lieutenant -Colonel lMacKeen, This
series represents photographs of 22 bodies, The name of the
soldier in each case is written on the beck of the photograph,
except in the. case of unidentified bodies.

Q I show you another series of photographs marked Exhibit "27B"
and ask you if you can identify them and state the circumstances
under which they were made? A. These photographs are of the
grounds of the Chateau 4'Audrien, of the Chateau itself, the
graves and where the bodies of the soldiers were found at the
Chateau, I took these photographs at the direction of
General Barker, President of this Court. There is a caption
on the back of each photograph identifying the picture and
showing in what direction it was taken,

(The witness withdraws).
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EXHTBIT No. 28.

STATEMENT OF

Lt.Col. J. 0 m_.n_m, ;

The witness, having been duly sworn, states:

Regarding the general action affecting this Battali
on the night 7/8th June, 1944, and during the day of 8&
June, 1944, the map references of the original
dispositions were as follows (Thaon 1:25000 Sheet):-

nAN in area (900721) with one platoon

(No. 8) detached in position at bridge over

reilway (894721) and one platoon (No., 7)

forming a part of the force in liaison with

geig;tte)xlion Green Howards at Bronay (Area
2L).

"B" Compeny in area of orchards (903726) -
"C" Company north of railway (Area 905718)
"D" Company in fields (Area 909717).

The Battalion generally had been under fire and
attack by fighting patrols throughout the night of
7/8th June, 1944, During the morning of 8th June,
1944, all companies remained in position. At about -
1000 8th June,’ 1944, I visited "C" Company area and
found them under increasingly heavy attack with some
confused fighting going on in the woods and orchards.
The major portion of the Company, however, were still
-in position,

Before proceeding to "A" Company, I got the Company
Commander of "A" Company (Major Hodge) on the wireless
and he told me that he was pinned down by heavy mortar
and machine gun fire with the threat of armoured attack
on the bridge at 894721, I therefore proceeded to "B"
Company in order to reconnoitre from their position in
the orchards at 903726, At about 1045 hours "B" Company
also came.under increasingly heavy mortar fire, Being
assured that "A" Company was holding its position, I
returned to Battalion Headquarters and was called from
there to. Brigade Headquarters.

On my return from Brigade Headquarters at about 1230
hours I found Battalion Headquerters under heavy mortar
fire and each company position under attack by infantry
and tanks, Soon after this communications broke down
between Battalion Headquarters and both "A" and "B"
Companies and within a short time I was out of touch

with "C" Company.

Confused fighting continued in the forward areas
throughout the afternoon and by 1800 hours with "D"
Company remaining in position, although partially
surrounded, Battalidmn Headquarters was in a defensive
position reinforced by stragglers from "A", "B" and

"C" Companies,

Through the artillery F.0.0. and his ability to move
in his 0.P. tank it was ascertained during the late

1.
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EXHTBIT No, 29,

The Germans were both wearing camouflaged tunics and camou-
floged helmets. The one in front, that is the first German I

referred to, was armed, I believe, with a Schmeizer Carbine,

I am reasonably familiar with this weapon and am practically

certain that is what he used. I do not know his unit and I
would not recognise the man again,

To the best of my kmowledge no member of "A™ Compeny was
west of the bridge position on 8th June, with the exception
of No, 7 Platoon which I knew to be stationed at Bronay.

1/Cpl. Oman had the regimental mumber H.41248. Rifleman
Lawrence, K.S., had the regimental mmber H.1170. He was
Major Hodge's batman., These men were captured at point
899724 (approx) in a wheat field,

The last I saw of Major F.E., Hodge was just before I
went into the wheat field and he too was endeavouring to
lead his men out of the position, At the time I last saw
him Major Hodge and I were within a few yards of each other,

(signed) R.S. MOGLOVE, Lt.
0.C. No, 8 F1.
R.Wpg.Rifs,
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