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COJBU'.L' 'l'ING A WAR CRil iE i n t l1at he in Siam , 
between JUne 1943 and March 1944, when in 
t he service ot the Occupying Power as sub­
contractor on the construction of' the Kra­
Railway, was, 1n violation or the laws and 
u1ages ot war concerned i n the grons 111-
trea tment ot !ritish subjects, coolies employod 
on the construction of the aforesaid railway. 

Not Guil ty. 

0Uilt71 with the exception of tbe words 
"as aub-contractortt and t he word "Gros•"• 

9 May, 147. 2 years Imprisonment. 

21 Kay, 147. By oftg. Commander Singaporo Dist. 

To AG3 GHQ SEALF 3rd June, 1947, 

JAG ot the Forces 



C!,ARGZ SHEET 

The Accusea :-

Civili.-..n KAME I KASAKU 

in the ucrvice of the Occupying Power 

attached 

is charged with 

COI..J .. I T r I NG A ·'.,'AR CRH.~ 

in that he 

In Siam, between June 1943 and Earch 1944, when 

in the service of the Occupying Power as sub­

contractor on t he construction of the Kra Rail­

way, wa s , i n violatior ~f the laws and usages of 

war, concerned in the gross illtreatment of 

coolies of British Nationality employed on the 

construction of the aforesaid railway. 

1917 . Commanding 

To be tried by Military Court. 

1947. Commanding 
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AJSTR~CT 01 ~vro:NCE 

in the case of 
Civilian J<Ai,IBI KASAKU. -----------··---··- -----

The accused Kamei Kasa ku was a t all materi al t imes a 

Civilian subTcontractor in char ~e of railway construction on 

t he Kra RaiL ;ay, an undertaking sponsor ed ->Y the Japanese 

military forces. ·rhe c.i ctual construction work on the Railway 

wa s under contract t o t he Kin j0han Railwa y Construction 

Company and other Compani es whu engaged and paid coolies 

and supervised their wor k. The accused was an employee of 

this Company. 

P.K . Chako Vlill state that in J uly 1943 he become an overseer 

for the Kin johan 0ompany in the Chumporn Area of Si am. 'J/hilst 

at 77 Kilo Camp. anc r_eighbouri· · Camps Kamei used to come there 

and was in . t he habit of beating and kicking coolies as a form 

of sport. He used a stick or his sword and the injuries he 

inflicted caused the victim to requi r e long medical t reatment. 

Thi s \·ws a cvmmon daily occur ence. 
I 

Payment to t he coolies wa s mrde by the sub-contractor Kamei 

who withhel d coolies pay. Thevretically t hey should have received 

1 .50 - 2 .50 Bahts per cubi c metre but in ~ ctual practise they 

received vnly " or 3 i3ahts per head at t hd conclusion uf the 

task, and they wuuld t hen be promi sed by the accused tha t at the 

conclusion of the next t ask they Noul d be f ully paid. This 

promise the accused never carri ed out . In the witness' ccse he 
\ 

wa s due t o r AC.Ji v0 ,:'.t) Bahts per mont h but never r eceived any pay 

f or two months and was i nformed by t ho accused that as he received 

food and lodgi ng 11._ co ul d ·:1ait for his money . 

Witness will s t· t e t hat he hea rd Kamei giving orders that 

' s ick cool ies should receive neither pay nor rations. On one 

occasi on 2 coolies wore; to ~\amei' s knowl edge , l eft to die a t 

77 Kil o Ca mp . 
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~ce Ap rlg_~~ wi 11 st: t o thn t t ho a 1 ·cuscd us 0d to bea t coolie s 

daily 1ith th~ scnbbard of h is srJOrd . As a res ult t hey used 

sometimes to bl ec d t hrough t he ir noses or mvut hs . 

He nevor L)a id coolie;; in full. Sick coo l i.es .1ere never 

pa id . I f headmen a s keJ f vr money they •11c 1·e usually very badl y 

bea t en. 

Rama samy (of ;•ia ry , +; 1 te, Ba tu Ber junta i) ;iill a)p ea r a s a ·11i tness 

to sta te t hat lw was fo r ced by the J &Janese to join a party of 
t he 

l aboure rs and se~t to/Kra Ra ilway i n .Sout h .:>la m in Sep t ember 

1943. The re the Ja,)an0se in charge i .e . the accused was v ery 

cruel and he often s c.i11 hi m 'dealing out savage bea tings and driving 

out h el pl ess sick men t o work on the r ai l way even at night time 

and in h eavy r a in. 

Siwa ~angf.LI..<!!1 will sta te t ha t he ·.'ia s forced by t!1e Ja i)anese to 

go to v1ork on the Kr n Railway construction i n 0ep tember 1943. He 

first ··1orked .it 30 I~ilo Camp where the overseer •:ms tne accused 

KA~.~I. Later he ·:1as t :ransf err ed to 75 Kilo Camp -.1here the accused 

was a lso the overseer. Ho sav1 on innumera 1)10 occa si:ms the 

accused bea t ing :!Ooli es with ~ sti ck until they collapsed and then 

he would continut? kicking t hem all ov..: r t i1e body. ~iore than one 

hundred coolie s ·were ta ken to hos.i) i t a l as a result of t h is savagery . 

Coolie s r eceive,,_ b1··- ;_e n arms and l egs at the hands of the accused 

a s well a s wounds 2nd contusion 0 1 the face. 

Kamei never p '.l id the l c:i bourers more than one or tVJO dollnrs 

per month. I f they ·- mplained he boat t hem severuly . 

App ana y1lll state that about August 1943 he W(.nt to Si a m and wa s 

employed on the Kra Railway at 30 Kilo Camp and a t 75 Kilo Camp. 

The J :>anese in charge of both Cnmps was the a ccused Kamei . he 

s aw him bea t coolies da ily wi th a s tick. 

One day ·,Jhen ·1i tness wa s too i 11 to \/Ork nnJ una blc to gvt Ui) 

from his sleeping pl a ce Ka mei entered the hut and b~a t him se veral; 

with a rattan f or nbOut 20 minut e s. Hi s right arm was rende r ed 

\ 

\ 



Useless for ~ore than t wo months. On the same occe sion Kame i 

boAt ano the r Indi an cooli e on the head . ~he cool ie becnme un-

consci ous and ~a s carr i ed outside. 

Rarnf, swam~ (Bacnn Dotah Esta t e) was t aken to work in Si am on tho 

Kra R~ ilway 1n i.ugust 1943 . ii11 worked e. t 30 Ki l o Camp of w~1ich 

th$ accused was in caar ~e . One day Kamai, on t he ~retext that 

h e wa s not wor king ha r d enough b0a t him with t he f l a t of his 

s ea bbard until he (-:1i t'1ess) fell down. v:hi l s t semi-conscious 

t he accused continue< to bea t hi m. he wa s carried to his hut 

vomiting blood and with consider a bl e pa in in the chest. On the 

fol lowing day t he Yli tness r equested t o be excused working but the 

accused threa tened t o bea t hi m aga in if he di d no t work. 

'.l'irup§Vi\ wi ll state t ha t he v10rk~d on t he Kra Ra ilway from August 

1943, as a fo reman . The Japanese in charge of 28 and 75 Kilo Camps 

where he worked wa s Kamai . The accused trea ted the l abourers very 

badly, beating them ferociously i f he was not satis fied with t heir , 

work. Such bea t ings were a doily occurencc and uere so severe 

tha t some victims had to be transfe r r ed t o hospita l in consequence 

of i njuries received. Karne i withhel d coolies pay and v1hen approa ched 

t o l et the di sea sed t nd semi-starved coolies have some pay he bea t 

the applicant unmercifully . 

Awtar Singh will s tate t ha t t he accused was the worst type o":' J ap 

he ever came across a LJ bea t up several coolies daily . He used to 

bea t and kick coolies as a form of sport. He used to carry a stick 
' 

and always struck with full fo r ce sometimes causing serious 

injuries. 

A s~a tement by the accusod wil l be tendered in evidence . 
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