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:t 9 June 1946 

OPTA, Sl'izuo being duly sworn df.poses e.nd · seys in the 
Englisl' languages 

Between 1936 ~nd 1941 I wes M~naging Dir~ ctor of t~e mein 
office of MITSUI Company in Tokyo. In Nov€1Ilber, 1937 c business 
acqua1ntence or mine, Mr. NJJU.NISJ'I introducr-d e mrn by tlie ?lE'.me 
ot FUJITA to me. Mr. FUJITA desired us to purcti~se for l·im 
2001000 cetties of Persian opium. Re st owed Me c paper signed 
by e Colonel KUSU?dOTO o: t~e Special Service D~portment of t~e 
Jepenese Military Forces in Stengho1 wrieb pepf r request£d t~et 
ttes6 200 000 catties of opium be delivered P.t Srengtai. Knowing 
tte complications of dealing in opiumi.~e did not desire to t~ke 
~ny part in t~is transaction. Mr. NlauwISFI interceded for Mr. 
Fujita, pointing out to us trot tte opium was needed in Steng~ai 
tor tte betterment of °t'\unnnity. Before we would meke eny final 
decision on t~e mett£r, we sent r. member of our staff to Sl'angrai 
to investigate tte needs of opium tterc. Wl"en our investigctor 
returned, te report£d to me t~at ttt pToposed busin£ss was 
legttims~e so we decided to tcke it up. 

We tl-en instructed our office in Persia to purc~asc tl-e 
2001000.cetties of opium but because of e s~ortage of opium ln 
Persia at t~et time, we were only able to order i,400 cases ot 
120 catties eact, or 160 lbs. eac~, wtic~ were st1pped to 
·S1'engbe1 in two s~ipments, tl"e first stipmcnt; comprised 428 
cases and arrived at St-angtei on t~e s .. s. Singapore lfaru in 
April, 1938, tte r~meining 972 cases wore delivered in Jenunry 
1939. . 

I do not recall w~o issued tt e import permit w~ic~ was 
necessary for tt-e exportation of tt.e opium from Pcrsie. It 
was not issued in Tokyo. I believe ttat it was issued in Stengtai 
b)' some ty~e or Cl-inesc Govermnent under th£ control of t~e 
Jepenose Jlilitary Forces but I do not know wteno Sometime etter 
tti• trensaction ted been completed, ttE f or ci z.n cftic£ of t~e 
Japanese Government requested en explanetion or u~ as to why we 
had purcrased t~is opium without ~rior consultation with the 
Foreign Office. We informed then t~at it was done at t~e request 
ot tte militery euttorities in S~anghai end ttc mstter was t~en 
closed alt1'ougt. it is my recollection that tre For€ign Office was 
very muc~ annoyed. 

Sworn and ~ubacribcd to before t~e 
undersigned officer by t~e above 
named OPTa1 S~izuo, et t~e War 
Ministry Bidg., Toi.yo, Japen, t~is 
19t~ day of June, 194b. 

bL.fil'-12fJ?..o*Ot..,..t.,...e ___ _ 
OF!A, o'F!zuo 

/.iL.Lotn l. ~~~-----. Major, J.A.G.D. 


