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Chief of Libyan National Guards: Gaddafi’s henchmen’s demands in prison are
weird... and they cannot escape or commit suicide.

Khaled Al-Sharif, in an interview with “Al-Sharq Al-Awsat™: Al-Senussi told me that
he rescued me from the death penalty... so | told him: you have killed thousands of
Libyans.

Khaled Mahmoud
20 September 2012

Khaled Mohamed Al-Sharif, Chief of National Guards in Libya, denied what was
spread about the torture and hospital transfer of Abdullah Al-Senussi, Colone
Muammar Gaddafi’s henchman and Libya’s spy chief. Al-Sharif added, in a phone-
interview from Tripoli with “Al-Sharg Al-Awsat, that “Al-Hadaba” prison, which is
under the supervision of the National Guards, containing the most famous henchmen
of Gaddafi’s regime, is under strict security measures that make it difficult for any
prisoner, including Al-Senussi himself, to attempt to escape or commit suicide.

“Al-Hadaba” prison was built recently to replace the former Military Academy
Headquarters in southwestern Tripoli, given that it fits 100 prisoners. The prison
contains, in addition to Al-Senussi, Abu-Zeid Dorda, spy-chief, Abdul-Ati Al-Obeidi,
former minister of Foreign Affairs, Mustafa Al-Kharoubi, former member of the
Revolutionary Command Council, and Al-Baghdadi Al-Mahmoudi, latest Prime
Minister in the Gaddafi era

Below are the most important parts of the interview:

- You probably arethe most famous prison guard in thewor|d?
- Laughing God forbids, | am not... This is my role given my position, nothing
more.

- Yesterday, some news was spread saying that Al-Senuss was tortured
and wastransferred to a hospital?
- Thisnewsis absolutely not true.

- Sohow ishebeingtreated in general?

- He receives a norma treatment, in accordance with the laws that are
applicable to the prison without any discrimination, and we provide him with
all the legal rights a prisoner enjoys.

- Arethestandardsof justice applied on your prison?

- Of course, there are procedures and legal measures as well as health-follow-
ups and proper food. We try to apply all the measures in accordance with the
laws and statutes in force.
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Every once in a while we hear some leaks from the investigations, e.g.
Mansour Al-Kekhya’s body’s location was identified and that he provided
some information about Abu-Salim Prison incident. How trueisthis?
There might be some leaks by the Prosecuting authorities for humanitarian
reasons, | mean for example any leak about Mansour Al-Kekhya’s case are
only for humanitarian reasons. He is a Libyan citizen who disappeared since
1993, and his family is still trying to find him until now and trying to find out
about his destiny. Such leaks, even if they happened, are for humanitarian
considerations only.

But did Al-Senuss confess to the location of Al-Kekhya’s murder or the
circumstances of his assassination?

These issues and procedures are in the hands of the prosecuting authorities and
the Prosecutor General, and we are not allowed to make any statements about
them unless with what we are permitted to say. And if any leaks happen, they
would be for humanitarian considerations only.

Isit truethat hisinterrogations are recorded and video-taped?

With regards to the prosecution’s investigations, | do not think that they are
done in this manner, however al his statements are documented, they are
signed and his fingerprints are taken just like in any prison.

Are his statements during the investigations kept with the prosecution or
are they shown to the parliament and the government?

Everything he says surely concerns the competent authorities and the
prosecution, but generally speaking, of course he touches upon Libya’s history
in hisinterrogations, and therefore the Libyan people must be aware of what is

happening.

What did he say and was not leaked?
Y ou know that everything at the moment is in the hands of the prosecution and
the investigations.

Did he for example talk about Gaddafi’s assets abroad?
Such issues constitute security concerns and we are not allowed to speak about
them.

Tell us how he spends his day in prison. What is allowed and what is
forbidden to him?

In prison, heislike all other prisoners. At this period of time, and until the end
and completion of the investigations he is provided with: a private bathroom,
warm and cold water, good lighting, a comfortable bed, and comfortable home
facilities. Regarding the food, he has proper food, and if he orders unavailable
food we try to provide what is good for him.

Does he have access to communication equipment: internet or phone?
No, of course not, not at the moment.

What about the media, does he watch television or read newspapers?
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They are not available at the moment.

What was the weirdest of hisdemands?
As soon as he arrived he asked us to tell his family that he is alright... which
wedid.

Isit truethat he asked not to be humiliated?

It won’t reach the level of humiliation; we do not use the humiliation strategy.
We are ruled by the laws and statutes that are in force on every prisoner, and
they are applicable on him the same way as the others.

Did he simply comply with theissue of shaving his head?
At the start he resisted, but after telling him that this is the prison code of
conduct he complied.

Al-Senussi put you and many other Libyansin jail and now heisin jail;
wer e there any talks between you two about the circle of life... if that’s
theright way of describingit?

We started talking as soon as he arrived, and when | saw him he recognized
me immediately, he knows me well. When | used to be in prison there were
several meetings between us, when they started the meetings with the Libyan
Islamic Fighting Group, and he was part of these talks, as well as Saif Al-
Islam Gaddafi and the Brotherhood. When | saw him he recognized me and
told me: “I rescued you from the death penalty”, | told him it was Allah who
rescued me from the death penalty, but you have killed thousands of others.

When hetold you that herescued you from the death penalty did he mean
to neutralize you or to mobilize you?

Maybe it was to remind me that he was the reason behind saving my life, it
was Allah the Almighty who saved me, but Al-Senussi executed and killed,
along with the Gaddafi regime, many of the Libyan people especialy during
the 17 February revolution.

Ishean ordinary or an exceptional prisoner?

Of course he is an exceptional prisoner, a person like Abdullah Al-Senussi is
not ordinary, he was Gaddafi’s right hand in his regime and the principal spy-
chief in Libya.

Do you think that these exceptional circumstances will push him towards
escaping or encourage othersto help him escape?

He will not be able to escape, because all security measures are very strict, and
we are responsible for that.

Isit truethat hetried to commit suicide?
No, thisis not true.

Do you think that he does not have the courage to commit suicide, if
suicide was an act of bravery?

| believe that that would be difficult, and he would not be able to commit
suicide.
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Why not?
It would be very difficult because he is under strict supervision.

What is the difference between him and your other prisoners. Al-
Mahmoudi, Al-Kharoubi, Dorda and Al-Obeidi, are they all in the same
place inside “Al-Hadaba” prison?

They are al in the same prison and their situations are different. They receive
the same care, follow-ups and supervision. Their situations vary based on their
cases, for example, Al-Senussi is the major defendant and number one in Abu-
Selim massacre that killed 1272 Libyans. And of course his situation is not
like the others since he is a prisoner in isolation.

What arethe weirdest of their demands?

The demands are numerous and they never stop. What isweird is that they ask
to attend their sons’ and daughters’ weddings, they ask permission for this and
they say that when we used to be in prison in Gaddafi’s regime they used to
alow this.

From the time you received the famous prisoners... did you stop any
escape attempts or attemptsto send or receive messages?
No, until now, such things do not happen, the security measures are very strict.

What is Al-Senussi’s cell number?
Laughing, of course it has a special number, for security reasons, we do not
talk about it.

For you, since he has jailed you before in the former regime... what does
hispresencein jail now mean to you?

For me, like any Libyan citizen, | am grateful to God’s role in giving us the
strength to arrest this man who humiliated the Libyan people and killed and
tortured them before.

Some leaks say that you or maybe Abdul-Hakeem Belhaj isa candidate to
becomethelInterior Minister in Abu-Shagur’s government?
For the moment, | am a bit distant from politics.

You worked with Belhaj in the past; does he have absolute power over
“Al-Hadaba” prison?

Belhg has no relation with the prison, and if | had worked with Belhgj in the
past with the Islamic Fighting Group that was during the rebellion against
Gaddafi’s rule; we are now working in a State, based on the laws and statutes
of the State.

In the start, you laughed when | told you that you are the most famous
prison guard in the world... what is your point of view about this issue
since you have the most famous prisonersin theworld?

| thank Allah, it is al thanks to Him, He has helped us arrest all those who
murdered the Libyans and they are now facing justice. They used to kill before
and they are now the prisoners.
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