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at 0930. 

5,]64 

Wednesday, 11 Septemb~~:. 1:946 

< ..... -

INrERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
FOR THE FAR EAST 

CourtHouse of the Tribunal 
War Ministry Building 

Tokyo, Japan 

The Tribunal met, pursuant to adjournment, 

...... 

l4 Appearances: 

l5 For the Tribunal, same as before: HONORABLE 

l6 R. B. PAL, Member from India~ now sitting. 

. t7 

l3 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

For the Prosecution Section, same as before • 

For the Derense Section, same as before. 

(English to Japanese and Japanese 

to English interpretation was made by the 

Language Section, IMTFE.) 
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5,365 
WILD DIRECt' .' 

- --_. __ .- -.~-.. ------- . -------------)------------------
I I MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International 
~ 

t 
I, 

I 

I 
I 

Military Tribunal for the Far East is now in session. 

THE PRESIDENT: Al-l the accused are present 

except OKAWA and MATSUI who are represented by their 

respective counsel. 

In order to make it a matter of record, 

General Cramer, the Member from the United States of 

America, asks me to state that he has read the trans-

cript of the proceedings of the Tribunal that took 

place prior to his taking his seat asa Uember there-

I 
t 
t , 
r 
I 
f 

I 
I of"and~also, that he has examined the exhibits intro- ! 

duced during that period and has familiarized himself" I 

therewith. 

Mr. Com,.,ns, Carr. 

C Y R I L HEW D A L R Y M P L E W I L D, . 

called as a witness on 1ehalf of the prosecution, 

resumed the stand and testified as follows: 

DIRECT'EXAMINATION (Continued) 

BY ~ffi. COMYNS CARR: 

Q .' May it please the T~t'ibunal. When we adjourned 

last evening ,. Colonel Wild, I was asking you about an 

interview on the 22nd of February, 1942, between 

I 
t 
r 

! 
f· 
f 

24 \. Brigadier Newbiggin and yoursel~ 
25 

\_:ute~a~_~_~lon:l_~UG~T~_o~the 

on the one side, and 
. ' 

other.' Did Brigadier 
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WILD DIRECT ,-
I I Newbiggin say something through you, or through anybody 

else who was there interpreting, to Lieutenant Colonel 
2 II 

3 StTGITA? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Just tell us what it W9S. 

A Brigadier Newbiggin made a very strong pro ... 

test to Colonel SUGITA, stating that on the pre~i6us 

day over one hundred 6hinese had been killed with 

machine gunson the beach just cut.1dethe wire 6f the 

Changi ~risoher of war camp. Brigadier Newblggih 
I 

also complained th[lt the prisoners of war, British 

prisoners of war, he.d been ordered to go out and bury 

I 

l 

t 
I 
t 
f 

! 

the dead bodies, of which they counted over one hundred. l 
Q . What did Colonel SUGITA say? 

A Colonel SUGITA replied in English, "These 

Chinese were bad men; that 'is why we have shot them. 

Have you anything else to ask?" 

Q What did Brigadier Newbiggin say to that? 

A Brigadier Newbiggih said, "Yes, I hav;e got 

something to ask. I ask that you should not shoot any 

more Chinese and that you should not ask our men to 

assist you by burying .them. II Golonel SUGITA was very 

angry and replied, "We shall shoot them whenever we 

want to if we find bad men." 

Q Now, about their being bad men, had there been 

I 
r 

I 
I 
I 
i 
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WILD DIRECT 

1 
1

1-any-~:~a~? ----------

I 2 I A From the one survivor of that shooting we 

3 understood that there had been no trial whatever. 

4 Q Du~~ng the week when you had been free to 

5 drive about the city, as you have told us, had you 

6 seen any signs of looting or disorder? 

7 ~:' There was absolutely no disorder in Singapore 

8 that I saw, and I didn't see any looting. Most of the 

9 peolpe were still staying in their houses. 

10 Q Now, Colonel Wild, before we go any further 

11 I want you to tell us a little more about your source 

12 of information in these matters 'apart from what you 

13 saw yourself. During the captivity did the Japanese' 

14 segregate the officers from the men, as required by 

15 the Convention, or were they all nut into the same 

16 camp? 

17 MR. LOGAN: If the Tribunal please, we object 

13 to that question on the ground it assumes that there 

19 was a Conv9,ntion. 

20 MR. COMYNS C~R: The Convention, I under-

21 stand? is alrea.dy in evidence. 

22 THE PRESIDENT: We should have to take .judicial 

23 notice of it if it were not. The objec,tion is over-

24 ruled. 

25 Q Will you answer the ,question? 
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· WILD DIRECT 

1 A In all the areas where I was, and as far as 

2 I know everywhe,re except in Borneo, the officers were 

3 left with the other.ranks, in the same camps. 

4 You mentioned another exception yesterday, 

5 I think, the Indian officers.' 

6 A Some of the Indian officers were separated 

7 from their men •. Those were the most conspicuously 

8 loyal ones •. The others were left with their metl .• 

9 Q But British officers of Indian regiments 

10 you told Us yesterday were separated. 

11 A That is correct. No British officers were 

12 allowed by the Japanese to continue. serving with 

13 Indian troops after the surrender. 

14 Q Being kept in the same cartlps with the men, 

15 did you find any advantage in that from the point of 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

view of discipline and morale? 

A Yes. British and Australian and other allied 

officers w~re enabled to continue their duties as 

officers, that is to say, they were able to maintain 

discipline and keep up morale ,among the troops. 

Q Ind what became your particular duty under 

22 those circumstance.s with regard to complaints of the 

23 ,manner in Which the troops and others were treated? 

24 A I was always a member of the small prisoner 

25 I of war headquarters in every camp that I was in, under 

1 

I 
I 
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'3 

4 

5' ,369 

the command o'f the senior pl"is~ner of war offieer, and, 

as I 'Was one of the few offiee,rs in capti vi ty who 

spO.ke the enemy's langU.age, it was always my duty to 

liais between the prisoners of'wal' atLd the Jap~nese. 
> 

I had to convey all prisonser of war requests and com-
6 plaints to the Japanese officer and I had to try to 

7 ,settle on the spot any instanc.e of ill treatment which 

6 . was brought to my attep.tlon by the prisoners of war • 

. 9 Q And. for that purpose was it the duty of those 

1(')" who had coinpl,aints to bring them to you? 

1i A Yes, to me or to my commanding officer. 

l2 Q' The complaints would come to you either direct 

13 or througp. your commanding of ficer, then? 
" 

14" A 1. as. 

1; Q Did that apply, also, to officers coming in 

. 16" from other camps? 

17' A It did, particularly at Changi which was the 

18 largest camp in~ast Asia and was a kind of stagir).g 

19 camp for the Netijeriands East Indies, Borneo, Slam, 

2Q and so on. 
/ 

~+Q Now, since your captiy1ty came to an end and 
/ 

22 the Japanese' surrertdered, has it been part ,of your 

2'3' dut,. as a wat' .. ¢rimes investigation IOffider to investigate 

~4 these matters from that end? 
," 25 4 Yes, it has been ~ince the first of September, 
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WILD DIRECT 

1945. 
1. 

Q Now, since the surrender, have you and ,your I 

2~·1 0/ colleagues made an investigatior, of thi:» matter of the 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S 

9 

10 

11 

slaughter of Chinese in Singapore about which you have 

told us one part already -- one part about which you 

were present at the complaint? 

A It is a case which I. i'I,..- officers under my 
~ 

command have been investigating~the last year. 

Q Cari you say how many Chinese were slaughtered 

by the Japanese immediately after the surrender? 

A Yes, I can. The number was definitely con-

12 siderably in excess of 5,000 men. 

Q Had there been any storming of the city. or 

14 anyth1ng which could justify or excuse, make an excuse 

15 for it that it was done in the course of a storming of 

16 the city? 

17 MR. LOGAN: I object to that, if the Tribunal 

13 please, on the ground it is leading, and, secondly, 

19 it calls for a conclusion and an opinion which is for 

20 this Tribunal to decide and not this witness. 

21 Q Don't trbuble about the second part of the 

22 question. I don',t think .the first part can be objeeted 

23 to. Had there been a ~:ftorming of the city? 

24 A There was no fighting in the streets of 

25 Singapore city. At the time that the surrender was 

I 
,-------.--.-------------------------.-----------__ i 
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WILD D1RECT 

"- ' 

1 $igned, the thte~ Japanese divisions were on the ou~-

2 S'kirts of the City G1:rtd S,bout to assault it. None of 

5 those three divisions entered the city. Qeneral 

4 YAMASHITA kept all three of them outside the city and 

S never allowed them inside. The only troops who entered 

6 Singapore city during the' weeks immediately following" 

7 surrender were the Kempeitai and the Keibaitai, the 

I 8 mili tarypolice anq the garrison troops. Order was 

/ 
\ , 

9 maintained in the city under the terms of the surrender 

10 ,by five hundred armed British troops until the Japanese 

11 

12 

,13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IS 

19 

20 

21 

:l2 

23 

24 

Z5 

took the city over in the early morning, the night of 
the 16th of February, a peaceful take-over. 

" 
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5,372 

WILD DIRECT 

1-------
j Q. Before the surrender, had General YAMASHITA 
I 
I issued an appeal in writing or otherwise to the British 

I to surrender? 

A Yes. 

Q What were the terms, or what did he say? 

A A letter was dropped into my Indian Corps 

l 

area on the lOth of February from General YAMASHITA t 

to General Percival which we passed to General Percival. ! 

Q What was the ground mentioned? Did you see 

i ta.rte~wards? 

A I read it myself. The grounds upon which Gen­

eral YAMASHITA asked for the surrender of Singapore 

were that the lives of the civil population should be 

spared the horrors of an assault on a city in which 
~ . 

there were more than~ quarte~ million inhabitants. 

Q These 5,000 Chinese whom you have told us 

they massacred, were they oivilian or military? 

A The great majority of them were civilians, 

but among them there were some of the Strait Settle­

ments "Iolunteers who had 'been disbanded by us before 

the fall of the city. 

Q I pass from'tha.t for the moment. Did you go 

to Changi Camp from FortTCt,nning about the 20th of 

February? 

A I was going almost daily during that week 
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WIL-P DIRECT 

-----------..:..------- ._------------_ .. _----

from Fort Canning to Changi. 

Q Abollt how many British and Australian prison ... 

er$ of war were concentrated there? 

A 

Q 

Abollt 50,000. 

Now~. at that time what orders were issued by 

6 the Japanese about saluting? 

7 

8 

9 

10· 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A The orders were that all prisoners of war 

irre~pectiv~ of rank were to salute all Ja.panese and 

Indi.an guard$. 

Q What happened if that order was not obeyed? 

A If anyon~ failed to salute a Japanese sentry 

he automatically go~ beaten up~ 

Q And if you were not wearing a cap or hat 

what did you have to do then? 

A The order was that prisoners not wearing caps, 

and therefore unable to salute,: must make a profound 

bow to the Japanese or Indian. 

Q Did that continue the whole period of your 

captivity? 

A As regards saluting, everywhere that I was; 

with regard to the bo·wing, not in camps where I was. 

Were Briti~h and Allied officers allowed to 

wear their rank badges? 

A All British and Allied officers in Changi 

and other (amps on Singapore Island were forbidden to 
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WILD DIRECT 

---------_._---------_. ·_------1' . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

wear th~1r badges of rank ~rQrn Febh!~ry 1942 unt:i.l we 

got perm~ssion to wear the~again in April 1944. 
~ 

'Q N~w, will you telfuS about working camps 
1 

and workingpa;l'ties a~,Singapore? Was the first one 

at River Valley Road? 

A 1 think there was one before at Farrar Park, 

a temp'orary one; but River Valley :rtoad was the first 

perrnap;ent working camp on Singapore Island. 

Q And well'l'YOu. sent there on the 13th of March 

1942' with a working par1:;y? 

A IYes, I was_ 

Q About how ntany? . 

A About 1500. 

Q Now, will you des,cribe tn-e accommodation at 

15 ,~$ plac~? 

16 4..Th~ accommodation .consisted of atap roof huts, 

double-decker huts, with wooden planking six feet Wide .17 

18 running down two sides of an earthen gangway. The 
'. 

19 accommpdation in these huts, the allowance per man, 

20 was ~ two and a quarter to two .and a halt, fe,et by 

21 '.ix feet or wooa.en planking. Upwaras of 200 men were 

22 aoeommQ4ated in eaen hut 129 feet long. 

23 Q Was there any bedding or sleeping mats of 

24 any k1nd? 

25 A NO, none were provided. 

I 
I 
I , 

I 
I 
I 

l 
I 
I 
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WILD 

( , 

1 Q What were the walls made of? 

2 , ' A The walls were made bf some kind of p~lm 

3 leaf which got quickly eaten away by ants, and after 

4 

5 

6 

a few weeks there were no walls. 

Q Did the men ,sleep ,in these places or prefer 

not to? 

7 

8 

A There was a great plague of bedbugs and in 

fine weather the men preferred to sleep outside as 

9 nothing was provided to deal with these pests~. 

10 ' - Q Were ~here any cook houses? 
\ 

11 A None when we arrived, only the huts, 

12 Q How many men were confined in what space there, 

13 in all? 

14 A By April 1942 our numbers had gone up to 

15 4500, ahd we were confined in a space about 130' yards 

16 by 180 yards square • 

17 Q Was there any sanitation wha.tever? 

18 A There Was no sanitation whatever ,when we 

19 arti ved t9-ere" and no tools were provided for about a 

20 week to provide ourselves with any. 

21 Q Did you complain to the Japanese in charge 

22 about that? -

23 A· I did complain very strongly, pointing out 

24 

25 

particularly that it was raining continuously most of 

the first wee~ and the ground was water ... logged, and 
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DI~OT 

.~-----"----

t~~r~was no place in the ca~p for the men to perf9rm 

t~~tr normal functions. . 
Wha.t did the Japane;3e officer say to that'? 

" 

~ He said you were to- scratch holes in the ground 

:; Wlth your hands. A.t the t;lnfl or each. day when you fi1J_4 

6 up, t~~t hole you sc;ratQh, allot her 'holt., and so on, for 

7 ~h.e ftrst week. l pOinted Qut that all the g,round in 

8 

9 

the 9amp would be't;Quled by the end of a week, and 

lq.e said at the e,n4 ~f the w~ek you must dig up the 

to first hole agaip. with your nC).nds and use it over again~ " 
I ' , 

11 Finallyd1~ you man~ge ,to make direct contact 
,." . ~~, ~ , 

,Q 

12 with the munictpal Authorities and get some buckets? 

13 A Yes, w~ c;,o~tacted tbe municipality and got 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

from them several hundred l1.dded bu~kets. 

Q Did You have any outbreak ot illness conse­

quent upon this? 

, A 'there wa~ an immediate outbreak of dYS'9t:ltery. 

Q Did you have any d4tlet disease outbreak in 
. i"i' 

th.at ca~p besides dysentery? 

A There wete a numb~r of def:j.ciency diseases 

wl1ict1 became very p:revalent~ 

Q What was the highe:?t number of men that were 

Put ~nto that Rivet Valley gamp? 

A' 

Q 

Our, peak number wa's' 6000. 

And Was there another camp on Havelock Road? 
- , 
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3,1' 
41· 

. " 

11 

;t2 '. 

13. 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 

19 ' ; 

. 21. " 

22 

23 

25. 

WlLD 

,A . Yes •. there was, with' apeak.rlJ1Qlba,r or 3500 

TXle'A ;t:il i ~an:~unde:r the control oi'Qlll"POVf head ... 
) . 

q\i~~~~-r$.' 

. "Q .And how many- w~re thel'e in aa1r~ld\1~ :Soad'? 

.' . ; .'.Thepeakt1Uri1bei'ini HavelQ¢kRQ~~ :1Nas .3ioo, 

~n~' tll'¢ pe;.aknumber for the' twocahlP,s 'eo~tdn~~' tInd~r ' 
• - ", ,'. '. i ':." - _. "'.' 

. '," " 

'~i<:~~-t .. wa~e,e~actlY' the. same • 

. 'Q .W;ta"~tfie,= tF,oQ~ps.in·the twoeamps conunanded 
/ .' ". ~ . . .. : '. .' . ~'. I"" . " _ . • 'I -,. "'. ; _ ' 

bY'j .. t.l~u:t~n$t Cqltfnal ; Reath? 

,A '. t~'$,th~l w~~'e:l'" . 
I • . '. 

Q 1) id :rou act~s~'l~~&:~l4a:~Q~,1.nt~erp;teter 
and liaisotlorfice~"i 

A Ies, I did, for t~etwo OEir,nps combined • 

Q,. N·pw, upt0 pecember 1942a.bQut now many 

pri.soners of war passed thr:ougp, the two camps'? 

'A QireJ:> l.~,OOO •. 

Q . How tnat).yof th~fe had to 'be s.e.nt to. hespi tal? 

Over 3000,. 

nhere dl~ t,l1~ rest g,nl(-
., . 

se:verai thousands went ovet' land to the Burma ... Siam 

'Railway, an.d5'OOOr~tu.rneQ with me to Changi Ca,lilp in 
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WILD DIRECT 

1/ December '43. I should say December 1942. 

2 Q What was the food condition in those camps? 

3 A As regards the bulk of the food issued it 

5 

6 

41 was qui~e good during those nine months. It was, how­

ever, defic~ent in vitamin content, with the result 

that many of these deficiencies occurred -- deficiency 

diseases occurred. 7! 
I 
I 

81 

9i 
I 
I 

10j 

11! 
121 

I 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 I 
I 

20 I 
21 

22 

23 i 
I 

:: I 

Q Did you make application for rice polishings 

as a remedy for that? 

A Yes, many applications. 

Q Was there a supply available to your knowl;;' 

edge? 

~ There was a very large supply available at 

the Johore Bahru rice mills. Some of the other camps 

were drawing regularly from the Johore Bahru rice 

mills including the Great World Camp which was only 

a quarter of a mile away. 
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7 

8 

9' 

10, 

WILD 

Were y:ou permitted t,odraw. any fox-your 
'.' 

ea~lP:S' 

A No, every app11Gatitrm wa.s rettiseq.. 

Q~id the Japane'Se supply a.t11clot.h:!ng Qr 

PtlQts,atall'l 

·~··'3?t· t, ....• 

. :!. F.l'om. th~Japanese themselv~s, I d(:l,notr:e .... 

'¢'$itl°th~twe reoe1vC:1d ~y clothing or boots.· dur'ing 

. t,natp?1." lQ,Ql:. _ 

.~ .' ,·~·~·<:1YQ1.l get ~l()rne from the Interna tion.alRed 

.' O,r0$!,$'? .' 

A.Ies1we ;did. t in _a'bo-u.t June QrJuly,.1942 •. 

QD\U'1n~ tb:€l.Ql$Or~o1l?thl'e,~ and a hair 

,'13' y¢ars~ pr- e:ap~1v,l,ty" ,m);$, t}Jr$~~ .artY ot~r 'd,~l,i very of 

11 

12 

\ 

14 Re.ct,('J~:t1>SS pEil"celsthat~a:rnS, to- ,~fQ~ :~owledg~? 

15 ' A There 'Wer.e ····a . very: .few :extremely s"all,del!,ver-

16 
. , 

17 was the, only 'large dellv$ry whichslIer reached us. 
, , .' . <.' . ,1 

18 .Q Fori.nstance, d\tring tne Whole time, how 

19 . tn'\,l.!)h~,)d youpersortall;$T receive? 

21 

22 

23 

'24' 

25 

... ~. I received, int~~e ~nda half1~e.r$,the, 

e.ql,1,iYolent ot one and a half w~ek+yp:arcels ~' food 
.' , 

'paJ!'oel$~" of thetY,pe,! llt€Elllt which prisoners Q:f' 

war in Europe expected to receive weekly. 

QRow, do you remember an. ineidentol1 the 

29tb otJ'tUy, 1942 in these work camps? 

'I 
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WILD DIRECT 

1 A Yes, I do. 

2 Q Just describe it, would you? 

3 I A The Japanese gave us orders to parade all 

4 the men who were inside Havelock Road Camp one after­o 

5 :.00n. This included a considerable number of men 

6 whom the Japanese had agreed need not_ go out to work 

1 that day because they had no bootsl It also included 

8 

9 

the cooks and other men who had duty in the camp, 

including medical orderlies and the chaplain. These 

1O men --
u 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Did it a.l'so include rmy sick men? 

A Yes, it did. It included those men who 
'" were excuf\ed dUty on accoUnt of sickness. 

Q What happened then? 
! 

A The whole party was marched aver to afield 

-just outside River Vall'ElY Roa,d Camp, and Colonel 

Heath an- I were summoned to come there, also. The 

Japanese Commandant of the two camps then addressed 

the troops through his own interpreter in my presence. 

He told them that they were lazy and showing ingrati­

tude for all the kindness that they were receiving. 

H~ then ordered all these men to march to a car park 

which was being constructed next to the camp. It was 

soft ground which was being hardened up with broken 

brick, All these men were then made to double 'tround 

------------------------------- -----------------

-I 

I 
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1 the car park in a large circle. Japanese guards 
,'. . ;'~': . 

2 stood in the middl~ Qf the circle and beat the men 

3 ,on the+l' pottorns w1t~ their rifle butts to keep them 

4 going. As most of tp,e men were bootless, they fou,nd 

5 ,the going very heavy on the broken brick, and there 

6 was, a certain amount of broken glass about as well, 

7 and some of them got their feet cut,. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Q What q~d you, do? 

A As soon as Colonel Heath and I saw what was 
" '. :~ .' -

happening, we w~nt ~:t}c:1 had a very heated argument 

with the Japane$.e 0fr~~cer who was supervising this 
. . . :' :: ~.~~' :.~ 

ci:!:'cus, Gradually,;};got him to detach from the cir-
_': I';: .• 

cus the cooks arid th~ medical orderlies and some of 

the sick, while thei:>;thers continued to run 'round. 

Finally, Oolone+ He~~~ and I managed to stop the per­

,formance al togethe*" 
'. "9::: { 

Q ,When i~ was stopped, what did the officer 

IS say? 

19 A He ealled the prisoners together and said to 

'20 them, throUcph his in~erpreter, ItI have taught you to 

21 d~nce in bare feet. Now yOU will work in bare feet • ., 

22 Q Now, during the period you1ve been speaking 

23 of, March to De <;,ember , 1942, where were the se men 

24 working? 

25 A Some Of them Vfere working on cleaning up 
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Singapore; but most of them were working at the 

docks~ 

Q What w€re they handling there? 

4 ,; A They were handling outgoing cargo, consist-

5 ing of the loot of Malaya, and incoming cargo as well~ 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q Wha'ti did the incoming'cargo consist of? 

A It consisted of a great variety of materialt 

. including supplies for the Japanese forces and, some ... 

times, ammunition. 

Q Did'Colonel Heath make any complaint about 

11 that matter, that is, that his men were being com-

12 pelled to unload ammuni t-ion? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Did the Japa.nese pay any attention to it? 

A They 'said, nIt cantt be helped. It 1s oUr 
~ 

orders, and' yO'\l are our prisoners. tf' Tha t f s the ~ 

of it. I can t t remember exactly. 

THE PRES!DENT: We wili recess now for 

19 fifteen r.:t1nutes. 
) 

20 (Whereupon, at 1045, a recess was 

21 taken until 1100, after which the proceedings 

2:2 were resumed as follows:) 

23 

24 

25 
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~,~RSHAL OF THE COURT: The Tribunal is now 

resumed. 

BY COMYNS CARR (Continued): 

Q Colonel Wild, just tell us about the 

,conditions under which these men were working in the 

docks? 

A They mar-ched to and from their place of 

work. Owing to a shortage of clothing they always 

marched and worked stripped to the waist. Many of 

them had no hats. 

Q What ultimately happened to the controversy 

as to whether they should work with~ut boots? 

A We won that daily battle·and managed to keep 

bootless mEm in the camp. 

Q During this period can you tell us anything 

of the treatment of the general office.rs -- Bri tish 

general officers? 

A Yes. It \,,;18S a matter of common talk .among 

all the prisoners of war who were infuriated by the 

way in which general officers had been treated. 

Q Did yOU manage to interview your own corps 

comm~rtder on this.subject? 

A ~es, I did. 

Q \Vhat is his name? 

A Lieutenant General 8f r Lewis Heath. 

.. 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9ed10b/



( 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5' 

WILD DIRECT 

Q When was that? 

A On one of my frequent visits to Chang! 

from the River Valley Road, probably in July 1942. 

Q ~~11l1942,yes. What did he tell you? 

,A He told me that ,he' had been interro,gated by 

5,)84 

6 

7 

8 

9 

the Japanese at Changi Prison. He showed me a vert 

dignified letter which he had written to the Japanese 

explaining that he was unable to answer certain questions 

regarding the defenses of India. He was then placed 

10 

11 

12 

13 

in a car and driven to Fort Canning where'he was 

again interrogated by a Japanese Major. !n the course, 

of this interrogation when General Heath was not 

looking the Major ~arne around the table and/hit him 

14 'a full-armed blow with his fist under the jaw. Und~r 

15 the orders of the Japanese Major he was then 'seized 

16 by four Japanese soldiers wtth rifles and bayonets 

17 who took him to an underground room in the precincts 

18 of Fort Canning. This was a small room wpich was 

19 normallyair-'conditioned, but as there was no air-

20 conditioning at the time, there was no ventilation 

21 wha teve';t. There waS an inch or so of water on the 

22 floor and a lot of mosquitoes, and no furniture • 
..,:' 

23 There was a basin fixed in the wall', and the Japanese 

'24 . Major came in, tested the water and found it was 

~5 -running and then went outside the cell and, turned 
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- ... --,---- ........ --.------~--.~-----------.-----.. -------------------_._--_ ....... -. 

the water off outs~de. Lieutenant Oijtiet-al sir L~wi$ 
I, 

Heath was then left there in the dark for forty-etght 

hours without food or water. At the time he was 
\ 

fifty-six or fifty-steven and suffering from dysentery. 

'Q What was th~ method of the Japanese in deal­

ing with Sick prison~rs of war? 

Ii. They were left to the care of our own 

medical officers and medical orderlies. 

Q Did they make any attempt to bold mediCal 

inspections·of their own? 

A No regular inspe.ctions,; only' on special 

o,ccasions when we drew to their attention some serious 

outbreak. 

Q '~at hospital facilities were thete? 

A In the camp there were two of the ·standard. 

huts which were set aside for the sick,'but we did 

get permission from the Japanese to evacuate .serious 

cases by lorry to Chang! Hospital. 

Q Now, after the surrender, were you required 

to supply complete nominal rolls of all the captured 

prison'ers? 

. A Yes" we were. 

Q And also those known to have been killed in 

action and' died of wounds? 

A Yes. 

I 

I 
I 
! 
i 
I 
I 

I 

l 
I ,I 

I 
I L" ____ ._,,,_,., .. __ . _________ ... -------______________ i 
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9 Did the Japanese inform you what these 

were wanted for? 

A They told us that they were required by 

Tokyo for· tl'ansmission to the British and Australian 

Governments., 

Q Did you ever get any indication while you 

were in captivity as to whether they had been so 

transmitted? 

A It seemed to us highly· unlikely -- in fact, 

impossible -- that they had been for various reasons. 

From letters which we received in the camp it was 

clear that the first news which had reached home of 

many hundreds of men was that contained in the first 

post cards which we,were allowed to write about six 

months after we were taken prisoner. 

o Now, ~hroughout you~ captivity, both in 

Singapore and on the BUT:nu.-Siam Railway, were you 

required to supply particulars of such things as deaths 

of prisoners of war and other information about them? 

MR. LOGAN: If' the Tribunal please, many or 
these questions which the able prosecutor has been 

asking are rather leading, and I think we ~ight have 

a direction from the Tribunal that he make bis ques­

tions her.eafter less leading than heretofore. 

THE PRESIDENT: Those questions are not 

\ 
I 

I-

I 
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leading in the sense that they suggest the answer, 

certainly ... It seems to me that leach 'questibn.is 

followed from an answer already given. I see no­

reason why I should intervene. 

Q Then, Major Yfild, will you just tell us 

about this question of Bupplying to tl}e Japanese, 

I mean, on their demand, particulars of what happened 

to nrisoners of war during their captivity. 'Just 

describ.e this system. 

A I will illustrate it by describing the 

situation at Changi Camp, which was the largest and 

most imnortant prisoner of war cam~ in Southeast Asia. 

At the Japanese he~dquarters of Changi Camp, there 

was a special office which d!3alt entirely with 
! 

prisoner of war records. It was controlled by the 

_ JOa panese and under them there' were working there a 

British captain~ sometimes as many as four or five 

British officers, and several British of other ranks. 

From September, 1942, when prisoners of war were 

taken over by the official Prisoners of War Adminis­

trationDepartment, card index system was k~pt and 

yre were informed that one card was to stay with the 

prisoner and the other one was sent to Tokyoo Com­

plete casualty lists were kept {n that office; 

deaths were reported with full details by the 
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prisoners of war to that office on the day on which 

th8y occurred. It ~res a matter of regular routine 

th~t thos8casualty lists were sent to Tokyo; and on 

certain occasions which I can remember, officers ef 

the Ma.layan POW Administration went to Tokyo by air 

or ship to report to the he€dquarters of the POW 

Administration in Tokyo. 

Q About how often were these lists of deaths 

sent to Tokyo'? 

A That I cannot say definitely but the office 

worked well. It was q~ite an effi~ient office and it 

worked to a regular routine. I have an idea that 
, 

it "'18S a question of monthly returns but. I could not 

stzte that positively. 

Q Now, you ha'Ve spoken of the prisoner of war 

organization that was set up in September, 1942. Just 

tell us about that. 

A Unt.il September', 194~, we were under the 

control of the 25th Army headquarters and working 

cambS were under the control of differont Japanese 

. units. In September, 1942, we'Vvere told that every­

thing had ~een changed, that we had now become real 

prisoners of war, and th~t we had been taken over by 

an administration centered On Tokyo. We were removed 

from the control' of tho 25th Army and were put in 
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charge of special bonY, of officers -- Japanese 

officers -- and other tanks who belonged specifically 

and entirely to the POW Administration. Similar in-
l 

structions were give~ at the same time -~ about the 
". , 

same time -- to the pri~oners of war in the Netherlands 

East Indies, and I heard\ them from officers who came 

7 . from the Netherlands East Indies a month or so later. 
, ~ 

8 Malaya and Sumatra were~roupedtogether into one 
~. . 

9 POW area under the commanp of Major General FUKUYE and 

to of the POW Administra tion,. 
-r 

11 . Q Did he take his orders and make his report 

12 to anybody else ih the area or direct to TokYO? 

l3 A As regards the care and administration of 

14 

L5 

16 

prisoners or war, he took his orders from Tokyo. He 

had no duties whatever outside the administration of 

prisoners of war. He liaised with the commander on 

L7 

L8 

19 

the spotregardipg the pl"ovision of labor tor various 

projects and was also under his instructions in matters 

of defended localities, and so on -- defense of the 
20 area. 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

• c 
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·· .. --,.....--···-~·.,...----l 
1 Q \filith rega:r:d to labor, what were the re-

2 latj,ons between the Prisoners of War Department, 

& whiQh you have told us administered calJiPS, and 

·4:· .... the' ~:eopi:e who wanted the labor and controlled or 

5 

<5 

7 

8 , 
10 

P 

l2 
( 

l3 

t4 

15 

l6 

17 

l3 

L9 

10 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25. 

u,$,:E!~dtbe labor? 

A ! will.111u.strate that again by quoting 

as!ttiation' in Chang!. For about three years a 

la~genumber o(prisoners of War wer~ constructing' 

am111taryaer.odrome in Changi. The .Japanese Army., 

:il'1a~rtJte.d, on G$:neral FUKOE t S headquarters for how 

The POW Headquarters at Changi, 
. -

tnen decided how,many prisoners of war Were to go 
\ '.' 

, ,," 
but to wcrk. VThilethey Were at workdui'ing the 

'. . . . . 1 

day, they wfDrked under ·the0'irections of the aero ... 

dr;me construction regirr.ent etlse,ged on tile work. 

They were marched to and from work by guards of 

the POW Administration. Complaints of il1 .. treatm~rtt 

at :work were. made to the Jap.anesegeneral in' charge 

orpr;i.s.oner~ of WeI' or ,his headquarters, and if they· 

saw f;i.t, they complained totheJ?paneseArmy Head­

qU:~l:'te<t"s. T4e power of the POW Administration was 

such tl!at I reca.llon olle occasion Major General SAITO 

to have. the POVl! Adminis.tration wi thn.old all labor 

from the: aerodrome one afternoon in view of our-

complaints of ill-treatment to which our men had been 
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r-'-
1 I 
2 I 
3 j 

f 

subjocted. 

Q You told us that the Army indented for a 

certain number of lr.b6rers and the POW organiza-

4 tion supplied them. Suppose there was a shortage, 

5 what hanpened, who decided on that? 

6 

7 

n 
u 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

. 16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

A The POW Administration argued the thing 

out with us British officers, and it was the POW 

Administration v\1ho decided. 

Q Supposing the required number could not 

be made up without sending sick men. Who decided 

that? 

A Ultimately the POW Administr8.tion, but 

no one could be teken out of the camp without 

their permission. 

Q Well, now, I would like to complete this 

subject. Tell us, on the Burma-Siam Railway, in 

your experience, as far as the basis of the Admin­

istration went, was it any different from what you 

have been describing, the system? 

5,391' 

A No, the system was the same,the commanding 
, , 

21 
officer being a IJ:a jor O.eneral in charge of POW 

22 
Administration in Siam. His position was exactly 

par2lle~ to the Goe prisoners of war in Malaya and 
21 

Sumatra'. 
25 

Q And with regard to the making and 

----------------·-_1 
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1 transmission to Tokyo of records of deaths of 

2 prisoners of war, was that carried on in the 

3 Burma-Siam Railway in the same way that you have 

4 def3cribed? 

A Exactly the same way_ 

6 Q Now I should like to come to the question 

7 of the Red Cross. v:as there an Australian Red Cross 

8 Commissioner, Mr. Guest, in S;Lngapore? 

9 A Yes, in Changi Camp. 

10 Q Was he being treated by the Japanese as a 

11 prisoner or as a free man? 

12 A He was treated as a prisoner of war, and I 

13 had many arguments trying to get him officer's status 

14 from the Japanese. 

15 In January 1943, did you take him to the 

16 Japanese Commandant of the camp? 

17 A Yes,. I did. 

18 Q Did you obtain permission for him to vi~;i t 

19 Mr. Schwei tzear in Singapore? 

20A Yes, I did succeed in that. 

21 Q Did you ask, make any request as to Mr. 

22 Schweitzer's coming to the camp? 

23 A I did not. I don't recall doing so myself, 

24 but I recall Mr. Guest made an of/ficial report on his 

25\ visit to IIIr. Schweitzer on his return to tell Ine that 
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1 he had made su.ch a request. 

2 Q Was he, Mr. Schweitzer, permitted to visit 

3 the camp? 

4 A Not urttil the war was over. 

5 Q And in Mr. Guestfs report did he mention 

6 whether Mr. Schweitzer had himself made- reques t to 

7 visit it? 

8 A Mr. Guest gave me a full account of his 

9 meeting with Mr. Schweitzer as soon as he returned 

lQ to Changi Camp. He said Mr. Schweitzer had told him 

11 that he had been asking the Japanese again and again 

l2 for the past year for permission to visit prisoner 

13 of war C8IIl:PS but thatithis had always been refused. 

14 Mro Schweitzer was not interned because he was a 
. I 

15 SWiss; he was living in Singapore and was recognized 

16 by the Japanese as the Red Cross representative. 

17 Q And were you there when he, for the first 

18 time, succeeded in making a visit after the war was 

19 over? 

20 A Yes, about a week after the war ended, I 

21 would say about the 22nd or 25th of August last year, 

22 I saw Mr. Schweitzer being conducted aroung Changi .. 
23 Camp by the Japanese. 

24 Q When Mr. Guest visited Mr. Schweitzer in 

25 January 1943, did Mro Schweitzer give him anything 
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1. for the prisoners of war? 

2 A He gave him fifty thousa.nd dollars, that is 

3 Straits dollars, as a present from the Red Cross and 

4 said that he was willing to supply at least the same 

5 amount monthly-thereafter. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

Q Did he give him anything else, any medical 

supulies? 

A He got him some spectacles. 

Q' Was the fact that he had made these gifts 

made known to the JapGnese? Do you know? 

AIt was aone quite openly, and at my-inter­

view with the Japanese, when I introduced Mr. 

Guest, I had given them a personal promise that 

everything would be done on high level Red Cross 

standards. 

Q After this visit, was Mr. Guest ever allowed 
, 

by the Ja~anese to see Mr. Schweitzer again? 

A Once or twice within the nex,t few weeks, 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 ' 

25 

but his visits to Mr. Schweitzer were stopped about 

'March or April, 1943. He never saw him again until 

the end of the war. The Japanese also ol'dere<;i us not 

to receive any more money from Mr. Schweitzer. 

Q During the whole of your captivity either 

in Malaya or in the Burma-S iam Railway, did you ever 

se'e any representative, either of the Red Cross or of 

,----~-----~------------------------------------------I 
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t ~. tn~: '~~tll~~ti:t~~~ 'P:OW~fwtlo woUld, als'obe.aSwis s, . 
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2 "~" ~~~'¥~U~~~ able, toget1n',~oucbwithtine'? 

.4
"') .. 
, 

.. $"'~~J~~~:nl't~~ is fa~tlYWA~~mti) 
6 r;a:]~~~~'J~~l;I:p,~tne ,awciss ~ A. t a:not'he':t'p,s,j;>t· .. C}r~. tbe 

J .·~l,";'·~#~'A~~a:t;l~lv.e eVitl~nceas ·tothe et'forts which 

~~:,r~t:g~.h"1,e <\1': that tfJn~, '/leX's Y'01l 

.. ,~"ltjft·~~J.tl~:t.(,?·~~4.4ltLn,. e~wlnuniQ.'a t:t'C)n yd. th YC>Ut:' 
...•......•• ·,\,i :..... .•.•..•.••....... ' ........ . ........ . . ........ ',.' • . "$,~;i,~~'._~ :I~~~" ,~~. (ttieg'Overnm($n:ts~ ... Al1ie;d 

't~~~"~~~$i,'.:ttalr:~ .;l\~)~~es~ntf!l~ ,,'I-,~.,'W~Q had. n,at'ionalS:~ 

A .N'e)v.t.· 
" , ". 

Vf.~·· , . ' . 
.Q' .DId ,1(:)iti~tt!$;mllt·t~ \t~t ·in;t~'i~l@1tb~·1ftl:tth 

t6. :' 1bttttl'wn (~o,.e.ritmen~oi? toobta.in·~erln1$:s'1¢laf I 'nte~n, . 
l': :;tr~ tli~ Jap~t'H9ise·to g.et1.n tou¢h~!;th.er:,vd:thYOlll' 

QWn'g~~~ rlUtl~tltor ; t!l$pr o.teeti~g·p¢we'¥f 
. . , ' \ " 

A "W~,rn6t(ie~nY$u~h .at:tE3tnPta" particulaJ.!;ty 
, . '. . ' 

:fts'Hnft;he\.tallt"n~ g's.'to l~t. ~$fil;P\p,:t"~br dr'U~fs,.med~ ... 

. '~(~~~~.~~':!»~~~s.~nCl~o~~!t~~C'~S~j.ti$:$""Effidtor;eport 
. ~;'3&a.1'';'c$.$'' .VleQtr:$~,",f9i~'6~r:sa~·tof $h"tt qu1~'e 

-'"j" ;,... • ' •• ' ,'X " 

,o'P'~nl:~ ,atli u~detthe¢¢tr~r'QloraJ'~pane'$e;offi cer • 

. $~ . :B~~tlwi.~h . r;ega:ird to.· higher. J~f}anese au'thor! ty , 

:"epe 7,o~ever pe.t'~itt~·d ttl. b:rin~'1ou!,;OPlF\pl2tih:ts ,.t6' ... 
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~: 1 ..... , al1~'cJodY$U:peripr to tb.e pe:ople wbom YQU sa,w? 

2 A Itwa~ always difficult to get past:the 

5 'll:arr:i,li"r:.~ !jreate,dby junior Japanese officers ,rb'U.t 

,4:o:ri., r~r,:,e..¢e¢\as1ons I, myself, did, g~t acces.$ to the 

" .,. 4:b~tshel'alof the ,POW Adrni:nistraticm, and once to 

6 ; a*ul;!'ColO:l%el on the Burma~Siam Railway~ 

to. 

11 

'. 1.2 

t4 

l) 

1:6, 

l'1 

t$" 

(9 

22, 

23 

24 

ZS 

.. ~vthat corresponqence we,re you allowed to 

", 

e~tt:l;sot~tl~,$tl't$1 ... ttye 'W'flrds each to my family in 

t,n.p;e~andone;~ti',ial:f yearS., 

Q Wastbel'e anyw.a,~n1ng or instruction give,n 

them? 

\ 

Were no.t allow,ed' to mention tb.e ccunt~y We were in 

or ,any-thin« to do wi,th the camp, we were j,n or anything 
. ' 

Te'gar'Q1ng. our fQod,treatment, shorta.ge of drugs" et 

etl>out the camps ~P·6s,tcards would be e~edi ted; and 

1.t' ,we:tnfr:inged theser.egula.tions, our post;ca'r(fs 

"Wot'tld be torn ,up . w;i.t~()ut ~xplana;'lon,., 

Q \liTha t happen~dto~'n-e~1l'igma.l1? 

A Incoming mail 'arr1 ved in Chang.! Campwb.ere 

it was sorted by pri~lon~1lS,·or,war under thesupervi~7.on 
/.' . 

- ... 
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of theft' officers. As a result, of this sorting, 

.tn:ailfor,.Qutlying c~mp~ or for Burrna or Siam was 

d,€Hs'jatcned there in the original bags .• , 'Therest 

was iep~ for censoring by the Japanese., 

Q bid that result indel~ys? 

A¥erY long delays resulted ranging fr·om 

wd~~s tbmontns. I, myself, at tb..e ena,ot' t.he war 

fO'fnOfbutSacks of forgott'en mail in a garage at 

tne:tsa'clt (;If General SAITQ's house at Changi. 

Q. InFs>bruary, about the middle of February, 

1942, ,did')i't>ti r~¢:ei.ve areporto;r' description from 

Major James Bulla,f the Royal '~my Medical' Corps? 
i 

A Yes." I did. 

Q Just deecribe tauS wb..at ;it was about, and 

what he tol:d you, would you? 

TH;E PRESIDENT: It is almost tw,elve, Mr,' 
I 

Carr. We will recess now until one~~hit'ty. I 
(Wheretlpon, at 1157" a re~ee$S was taken.)" 

-~--' ..• _. --_ .. _ .. _ .. _-,--
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Whs'l'ribunal rnet,pursuant to,"l'e¢~ss; at 
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j. 

.. ,4 

5 ,~~l~t(r" ~~ibunal for the Far ,E~,st'il! nowresl,Un$d', , 
I 61' ';~PB.ESIDENT: Mr. Comyns C$~!'. 

,:1" ~~;~]tt 'J:! E IV D A -~-~-~ I[P, L E WILD. 

10 ': 

U 

r2 

, t~ 

'[4 

t; 

t6 

tS. 

21 

22 ,. 

2} 

> ~ 

t,i;:Q:r!t'" <r'~$~~~ the stand and testif1~d as 

. ',' :»;m~t'l'''~MINATION ',JContinued() , 

BY 'M!{. 'co~S,:~: 
.Q Col'on;el WiJ.d.,'~en the Tribunal a;qjQUi'ned 

you wer~ just/beg~nn$l"lgto;tel1us, a.bout ,~. r~port 
, 

made out fl?oml\lia.jo:rE1,1l.1. "What WaS t:ttE:ttal:>out? 

A ,It was ~bout a massacireat tl;leA.lexandra 

F~br\talt'y,l:942. 

.. ,Tell us What he said.·, 

,A RstoJ.9. m~th~tonthe 11th, or early in, 

the m,~rntr1gof '. the 12th of Fe,bttU2.;fY, 1942, the 

El'i t~~h ..linS3was withdrawn, to aqistaltte fa long way 
" '. ,. " '. .' . . . I, '. 

it?- re.ar of, Alexandl"aH9scpital. :r kneW' this was 

Gorrect 'before, becausel was present when the plans 

! 

j 

""1 

", \ . '. 

:Were made for that withdrawal. The highconunand:ang-

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9ed10b/



I, 

5" ,399 
WILD DIRECT 

\----
I up the commandant of Alexandra Hospital, Colonel 

1 I 
2 , 

3 ! 
I 

5 

6 

7 

n 
u 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

r ) 

Ie) 

n 
t3 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2::2 j 

21 

2=\ 

Craven, and told him that the withdrawal was about 

to take place and that his hospital would be left 

in an unprotected area. The hospital, which was the 

largest military hospital in Singapore or Malaya, was 

already well m~~ked with Red Cross signs. In addi­

tion, in preparation for the unopposed arrival of 

the Japanese forces, a large number of extra Red 

Cross flags were displayed at every approach. 

Q What did the Japanese do when they arrived 

tb:ere, according to Major Bull? 

A According to a number of other officers to 

wnom I spoke at that time, including Colonel Craven, 

:the Japanese came into the hospi.tal and went througb 

the ground floors in it with a bayonet. The Japanese .. 

t:r;:P9PS bayoneted or shot everyone whom they saw on 

the ground floor of the hospital. 

Q Did they go into the operating room?, 

A They ent~red the operating theatre and 

bayoneted a wounded .. soldier who was under chloroform 

on the operating table. They bayoneted the surgeon 

who was doing the operation and killed them both. 

They bayoneted another medical officer,who was the 

anaesthetist. He survived and told me the story 
. 

himself. He showed me the scars on his hands, where 

- ..... -.-.. "--.~ -----------------

I 
I 

\ 

. I· 
I 

.1 
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I 

1 I he had caught hold of the bayonet, and the scars on 
I 

21 
f 

31 
iii 
;1 
I 61 
I 

71 
i 

gt 
I 
I 

9! 
I 

101 

111 
I 
! 

121 
! 

13 I 
i 

14 I 
I 

15 

his chest where it had penetrated. Major Bull was on 

the top veranda of the hospital. Healizing what was 

happening, he went onto the veranda and held out at 

the fUll stretch of his arms a Red Cross flag. His 

intention was to d~$play the Red Cross flag to a 

Japanese officer whom he saw standing on the ground 

below. .A bullet immediately passed through the Red 

Cross flag and struck the wall behind Major Bull. 

Major Bull lowered the flag, looked down and saw the 

Japanese officer directing the fire of a Japanese 

soldier who was standing beside him. The Japanese 

then.ntered the hospital wards. They made every 

wounded soldier who could stand on his feet get out 

of bed. If he Was able to walk at all he was made to 
16 I walk downstairs and out of the hospital. A friend of 
17 I 

I mine, a British officer, was lying in bed, his leg 
I 

1811' having been broken by a wound and his leg was in 
19 I 

I plaster of Paris. The Japanese soldier struck him 
20 , 

I on the leg with his rifle butt. In another ward a 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

J"apanese sOl.dier took the pin out of a hand grenade 

and held it up for the patients to see. Altogether 

more than 200 men were taken out of the hospital by 

the Japanese. Among them was a medical officer from 

Kobe, called Captain Allardyce. He volunteered to 

r 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
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'------.. ------~-I 

I 
1 Colohel'~~,9.ven, e.s he spoke some Japanese, to go find I 

2 a senior Japanese officer end try to stop what was 

:; happening. 

5 

6 

7 

G 

9 

10 

U 

l2 

l3 

l4 

l5 

16 

17 

tS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

vfuere were these men taken to who had been 

brought out of the hospital~ 

A 'They were taken, to some houses about half 

a mile away from the hospital, where they were shut 

up pretty tightly in some small rooms. Five of them 

died of suffocation during that night. 

Q vVhat happened the next morning? 

The next morning they were all taken out 

of these houseS and bayoneted or machine gunned out­

side. Captain Allatdyce 1i1as among those killed. 

Q Did any escape? 

A Five of them escaped. One of them, an 

officer, told ,me this story afterwards. 

'f In addition to the 200 wounded whom you say 

were killed, what about the medical officers and 

orderlies? 

A The total number killed were, medical officers, 

J3ritish medical officers, not less than 20; British 

medical orderlies, not less than 60; wounded, not 

less than 200. Vve collected and buried their bodies 
\ 

from River Valley Road Camp three months later. 

Q Now, will you tell us something of what 

-------"' 
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ha.ppened at Pari t S-tl:long in January of 1942? ' 

A, In January, 1942, a battle wasgolng on 

in northwestern Johore in Malaya. I was at that 
, . 

4 tiIne on' the staff of the Third Indian Corps. I 

5 recai1 clearly that for some days we were very much 

'6 worried at Third Indian Corps regarding the extrica-

7 tion of ap ambulance convoy containing woun<:led. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

t3 

1.4 

l5 

l6 

1.7 

1,3 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Who were these wounded, what nationa'lity? 

A ,They were Australians and Indians. We were 

unable to extricate that ambulance convoy and ,my 
- oA) 

corps cOnllnander's, hope was thatl\it contained none 

except wounded ~ the Japanese would let it 'pass 

through. 

Q Was there any survivor of it? 

A There was one survivor of it. 

Q Tell US his name, and any report you had 

. from him. 

~'A, His name is Lieutenant Ben Hackney, of the 

2/29 Battalion, Australian Imperial Forces. He told 

me the story, He made an official report to me in 

Changi on two separate occasions and has since made 

the same reports in ,affidavit form. 

Tell us the, contents. 

The wounded were two days and two nights in 

the convoy, moving from the direction otM~ur 

,------,-, 
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toJ?al"~~$uJ.Q:ng. ' TJ;iey wer?finally> eaptuxJed by the 

Jal1an€!se at Pari t, SulQbg Bridge • All of the. Wotro.ded 

w~reta,k~a out' of the ambulances into the road,. 
, - ", - - , ".-. . 

!In'iy ~v.~ra then dl'ivenalong the ;r'oa;d by,.stabbing with 

'~;ay--dnQts ~:~adbea ting wi thr i1'le butts-.,Thaywere ,. -. :, . 

. . . , 

ma.~~tp sitdO:wn tog.ethel' ~nd stl' ip:th~lilselves' naked. 

Qfjow many were there of each !}ationallty? 

Ai,~O Australians, was Hackney! g figur$,and -
~" . " . - ' , 

~~~;p, ~iot~es were then~thrbwn back at them' 
. ',::",: 

inah~l;ll~'andth~Y'were told to put them orr.; 
. ," :,-~:.,: '. 

They 
, . 

we~re a:ga~:tl d;ri?en alo:ng ,theroa.1i in the Same manner 

anil w~re 'fo1,'ced :i.nt.o some ~rnallcoolte quartersjuat 
I 

off the ~oad.. Lieutezran::t;. Eackn~y~.ai;d, that the 

wounded W,ere lY111:~ two. ort~e de(;l:'tf on ·t~eflodr ' 

and tnat'he and six other o.:rfiest$ were itied up em 

the veranda q.l,.\tsiCle. They were, gi'Venno VI'atex-, 

Q . Did an,Y senior Japanese 'officera,rri'Ve 

dur:ingthese proceedings? 

A . Yes. After alarg~ n1l1Uper .of Japanese 

troQ;ps had been.pouri'ng \do,~ t;ru~rqad, thei:rewa,s 

a g'aPp.,nd thena-special ,COn~Qy $.l'riV~d'~ It eon"'> 

·si.st:ec1 o1La n~ber ij·fstaff'¢a:t' s ,.eseol"tedin front 

andbehin.¢bY tanks. A very senior officsr got out 

of the,OQflYoy and was g:raeted withpresent~d arms 
, . '?':;" 

I 
! 
I 
I 

I 
J r 

.-:-______ ...--_________ .-t 
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DIRECT 

He then came up to the building and lOOke<t-1 
I 

in-siela at the wounded\' He' then tlWneCl.a.way,appeared 

to giV'6$Ome orders to the Japanese ou' the spot,re-

qnt~red his Car and disappeared. 

! 

I 

I ,---, 
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~ What! LE.ppenad after he had left? 

2 A The Jnpanesa took all the wounded out of this 

:; room and tied ~.hem tcgether in bunches of five with 

4 signal wire .. 

5 Q What 'happened to Lieutenant Hackney? 

6 A As tbel:'e was not enough signal wire, some of I 
7' the prisoners,' including Hackney, merely had their hands I 
8 tied behind tbeir backs with rope. The Japanese then 

9 drove the wbol.e party a·lITay from these buildings a,t the 

10 point of a bE.,.'net. HaCkney had a broken leg -- i ~ 

11 was his oriein~l wound -- and he fell down on his face 

12 and pretended eto be dead. He 'lJvas hit on the head with 
, 

13 rifle butts, i,nd one Japa~'1ese picked up his broken leg 

14 and dropped it. He still pretended to be dead, and 
., 

15 the whole par1$y moved on beyond where he way lying. 

16 He then heard prolonged Jursts of machine-gun and 

17 rifle fire frc)IIl close at hand.. The Japanese' then went 

18 past, him to t'!'le toad and returned carrying caris of 

19 petrol. Shortly afterwards, there was a good deal of 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

very loud screaming~from close to where he was lying. 

H~ was j oine(~ that night by an Australian sergeant 

and an Australian private. 

Q In what condition were they? 

A The private was' so badly wounded that he died 

, I 
I 

I 
I 

25 almost immediately. The sergeant was not badly wounded. 
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I ;Sut bQ~h ~~l'~Stnelling strbnglyof' pe:trol, • 

.t 2 Q.. . Did tlle s'e:rgeant explain what hadh:appi!m~d 

5. and.hovita.e >h{;l.d got away? 

~., ~~hesergea.nt· 1;old him that' they had all been 

5·we;.eJ:ltn~~g~~a, but that. thi$ had not killed: Pt. atlY 

6 m.EH:rI$·~~i 'Qf ~betn. They then h~d lletr.olthroWb. ov~r ' 

-7 

8 

to 

U: 

1:2 

t4 

the~Ma ." ;l1~~i ~een set alight. The ser·geant an4 this 

o:bhe:f;'~_t'l'·;liJ,~a ~olled away frqm th~ hes;p of ,bodies into 
. • '/1,-' • 

QtQ·Y:ll~t~e$ty/~w hands .'tied. 
, "-

~~'d,~'~f;:fi;tt'~~ant gackneyshowYQu the wounds 

l5 
hair, on hi,s scalp, var~Lou$.wo\lt1d seattson. l1.1s 'body., 

t6 

17 

l3 

[9 

.22 .. 

end h¢ also h2~ a bent leg from the originalwountl 

which herecelved. . 

Since the Japanese surrender have the remaib's 

me, I ,p.:el\a~~dfor as~~rcn ,partytt) go 011t tpthe 
23 

pl'a:c!ewli:teb:' he h~d tna1oatet3:.. They: found the remains ' 
24 

'25 

Q 

.' . 'f 
j . , 
I 

.1 

.~-;--___ " ___ ~_M ____ • ____ _ 
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6o:t.onelae~th, whpmyouhavement ionedbef 0'1"9, art iV'e 

at 'R:f:'(~r',Vi1.1et Camp' fromqhangi? 

Q: .. ·lJ~' he. inform you<9f them~tterc:once.rning 

tlir~$r, g:\l~~-$ . Qthi$.~egi~t 1· 
,4'tSi$:, he d~d •. 

I, ' 

Q"il3;' you t~11 U$ ~\lt that? 
• '. r 

,;A;< l!tt().lCl .ma, Lie.ute11ikt Colonel HaathtCil.~ In€;}, 
~ ~ -.. > . 

tl).$"t::ttl,r~~'~'f;rl·94£ -be had 'been orc1er~d 'Qy' t.he Jap.e,nese 

1 tQ:~tt'in! t* ~te:~~.t'$filll GtJ th~ee men of his own :ri!gi~. 
ment. '. . .. , 

'. ,~,;~,~ .:I¥l', .'l$: J:4~$$$$a1 they ~~e .go.ing.tq 

b~ $;xecut,ed .. fbt? . 

A The. Japane-se sai.d tbtj.t·tl.1el h~cs.pt;urea these 
- ," 

th~'ee men in Johore wM.l.e e,t,t~rnp.tj;~~to~sea);)$~nd haa 

Heatatol~me that'L1auten~ntdel'1e:tal p.e~:rcival rnad'~ a ... ,. \ ' '> - , ,.", , .. ' . , '. '. 

" " " 

very s-:trqn~~rot(est tQ. tne Japane~e, te·ll$;ng tp.etn th:at· 

tJ:d sJ~~po.$eQ; $X~~Q.tlonwa.s il1eia~. 

Q Wne.thaa hetppened 'in tne end? 

A. Colonel llelatb, w11#11 some other cOrtical's, .sorne 

oth$:t' 1illriti$h 0tfiQel'.s,wa$"tet~en t~tne, b,e:aeh outside 

CJ\a.tlg:j... Catnp". lIe. wa'sallcl'we,Q tt:> s'Paalt to the.se three 
-' -. - .. , 

-1. 
I 

I 

I 
f 

! gunners of'his for a moment or twt?~ ijis three m~nwt9re 
. 25 f .,' ,.... ) 

'I then." shot j;n>t~ont .ofOolo,nel Hea\~ ~y th~ Japane.~eAl I. L . , ' ".,' I 
" -. -~'----,-,.~ .. , - . .- .. , - ... . . _1 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9ed10b/



1 

2 

,.. 
=> 

4 

5 

6 

7 

("I 

... :' V 

~ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1.3 

14 

l5 

16 

. -~, 17 

l3 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

5,408 

WILD DIRECT 

Did he give you the names of these three men? 

IMCC~. 
He did. I can remember one at'the moment, 

Q In September 1942, did the Japanese officer in 

'I command of Valley Road and Havelock Road camps -- River 

Valley Road and Havelock Road camps, give you some 

fresh orders? 

A Yes. I was called to the office of the Japan­

ese officer, who informed me that all prisoners of war 

must sign a certain form. He showed me the form, on 

which in English was printed a promise not in any cir-

cumstances to attempt to escape. 

Q Did Colonel Heath, through you as interpreter, 

say anything about this? 

A Yes. Colonel Heath said that if necessary he 

would show the form to the prisoners of war but he was 

quite certain that not one of them would be prepared to 

sign it. 

Q Did he say anything about the international 

law on that point? 

A ThG Japanese officer first replied that the 

prisoners of war must sign these forms whether they 

wishei. to or not. Colonel Heath then told him that 

there was no such thing as a compulsory parole and that 

to attempt to extract such a promise was illegal. 
'''~_M_ . '-"'M_ .• _~ 
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r-----
1 I Colonel Heath said that it was not only illegal by 

2 I internat.:i,.;onal law, but also not permitted by British 

3 army law. 
'lit ..... ' 

4 Q TNhat was the Japanese reply to that? 

5 A He said that any prisoner of war vvho did not 

6 ~ign the form would be confined in a narrow place and 

7 punis~ed until he signed it. He said that this had 

8 ~lfeady been done at Changi Camp and agreed -- and I 

9 think himself suggested or agreed to our suggestion 

10 that we should go out to Cl).angi Camp that afternoon. 

11 Q Did you gO? 

12 A Yes. We went that afternoon and had a con-

l3 

14 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ference with Colonel Holmes, who was the senior British 

and Allied officer in'Changi Camp. 

Q What did Colonel Holmes tell you? 

A Colonel Holmes told us of the events of the 

past week at Changi. At that time there were about 

17,000 prisoners of war there •. They also had been told 

by the Japanese to sign non-escape forms. 

Q And what l;lad the Japanese done? First of all, 

i!ad they agreed to do so? Had they signed? 

A The prisoners all refused to do so, individuall 

as well as collectively, and negotiations broke down 

after about two days. 

Q What did the Japanese do? _. 
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WILD DIRECT 

---_._-------_._-"--------_. 

I 

Q And what aCC6mnlodat1on was there on this 

square? How big was it? 

A It normaliy accomrnoqated one battalion in 

peade time. 

a About how many men would that be? 

A Under 900. 

Q How long were they kept in this place'? 

. A Four days. 

Q And was. there any sanitary arrangements 

there'? 

A They had to dig their oV'ln latrineS:1.n the 

barracks square with picks through concrete a.nd asphalt. 

There w~s practically no water, and they were iOrbidden 
" 

to use a fire hydrant a few yards &way tram the scfuare. 

Q Did the Japanese th.Ilea'ben to take any fut'theT .. 
measures1 

A Not only threatened but t6dk extra~easures. 

Q what were they'? 

A' As the pri~on~rs still refused to sigb the 

form, General Fdt~ announced that all the sick from '1 

the hospltal, including the in~eC!tious cases, would be I 
sent to Selarang Square as well. At this time there , . 

was a C!i.ther!~ epidemiC! as well as a ward full of 

d~sentery patients. 

While thi! was being discussed was Colonel 

. _________ -'-____________ -'--_______ . __ i 
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WILD DIRECT 

i-~-:me~-~:ke:-:~~e:~- to -::anything? 

I 
A Yes. Colonel Holmes was taken to see another 

I 
I 

execution during the negotiations. 

Q What was the alleged reason for this execU-

tion? 

A The alleged reason again was an attempt to 

escape. But the men concerned had been back in the 

camp living as ordinary prisoners of war for some weeks 

previously. These four men had not been tried. They 

were not under arrest. And it was believed by the 

prisoners that the charge had been reduced to a minor 

one of being found outside the wire. 

Q _ How many of them were there? 

A Two British and two Australian. 

Q Can you remember the names of any of them? 

A Corporal Breavington was one of the two Aus­

tralians. 

Q As a result of all this what did Colonel 

Holm-es do about the signing of the forms? 

A Colonel Holmes consulted with other senior 

officers in the camp, and on the advice of his own I 
I medical officers he himself ordered the prisoners 6f i 
I 

war to sign these foX-ms under protest. I 

II 'AQ.. And what did Colonel Heath decide to do? 1
1
,1 

Golonel-Heath was advised by Colonel Holmes 
1 __ ... _____ ... _______ .. __ . ______ . _____ . ______________ ,.-I 
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not to subject 'the men in River valley and Havelock 

Road'to the same test in view of their 'very bad living 

conditions and reduced state of health. 
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WILD DIRECT 

.. _---------------:----\ 

Q NO'iiT, with regard to Lieutenant General 

FUKUYE, who you told us had ordered these things 

that you have been describing, what has happened to 

him? 

A He was tried by minor war crimes court in 

Singapore some months ago and sentenced to death py 

shooting. 

Q Did you give evidence at that trial? 

A I did. 

Q Now, you've spoken of Changi Base Camp, 

River Valley Road, Havelock Road where you personally 

were. Can you tell us whether the conditions in the 

other camps on Singapore Island were similar or dif­

ferent to those that you have described? 

A Conditions were much the same in all the 

camps -- all working camps on Singapore Island. 

Q Did you visit the others? 

A I visited several others on short liaison 

vis,i ts, and I was in frequent contact with the senior 

officers in charge of them and with many of the men 

working there. 

~ Were you on Singapore Island the whole time 

of the captivity? 

A I was, except for eight months in 1943 which 

I spent in Siam. 

I 

\ 

I 

--------------------------------__ 1 
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WILD DIRECT 

Q Did the rations 1t1prove or, otherwise? 

A They' got steadily worse. 

Q What was the effect upon the health and 

condition of the prisoners, yourself included? 

5,415 

A Well,universal loss of weight, weakness, 

and a variety of deficiency diseases, apart from the 

fact that sick men had the greatest difficulty in 

recovering from their'illnesses. 

Q Now, from August, 1942 onwards, were men 

being, de.spatched from Singapore to the Burma-Slam 

Railway? 

A' yo's, they were. 

Q About how many in all went there from 

Singapore? 

A 'There were forty thousand. 

Q Did they include any who had come from else­

where? 

A Yes, a large number who had come from the 

Netherlands East Indies to Changi Camp and who had 

then b~en transferred. 

Q Had any prisoners of war been sent from 

Singapore to other places than the Burma-Siam Rail-

way? 

A Yes. Some had gone by sea to Formosa' in 

Japan, and others by sea to Burma. 

\ 

! 
! 

I 

I , 
. ! 
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WILD DIRECT 

Q What effect did this have up'on the over-

crowding which you've described? 

A It eased it to some extent, although camp 

areas were reduced by the Japanese as prisoners left. 

Q Now, in April, 1944, was som~thing fresh 

done about the 3,500 ~1vt11~ns Who had been in 

Changi Jail? 

A Yes, they were moved from Chang! Jail to 

Sime Road Camp. 

Q Who were put to take their place in Changi 

Jail" 

A Five thousand prisoners of War. 

Q I think you told us that seven hundred was 

the normal complement for which it was built. 

A That is correct. 

Q How were they accommodated? 

A Four men were accommodated in each cell de,"", 

signed for a single convict. One slept on the sleep­

ing place, two on the floor, and the four~h across the 

open Asiatic latrine. Also, hundreds of men slept on 

the inside ventilators through which the ventilatiQn 

of the building was supposed to take place:a 

Q Did you, yourse,lf, endUre those conditions 

for some weeks? 

A Yes, for some weeks. 
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"."tl Was:~hert:3 an., expl;anat1:6tf f~ that oyer-

(!rrowe11l'tg~tthat date, having l"egard to the fact; 

'&h~~t-a$t'()1l1 tOldl:ls, so many pr1~dners of w~,had 
. . 

. .' gQ11;6 6;fta:I~; 
." -.' ,," ", 

,It. ~l?.l'~: was \ amplea.ccommodat1on 1nCbangl 

C~t4,ttoUi.W~19hweha~ c()me", ~ut' weweretorcedto 
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'. i':~;' ,,"01v:jlwant1QU to tel.lu$ aboUt the WOl'1t 

.. ·~.·~~'ti~.pi'·tsgl').~;r$,ot war in Singapore were. em:ployed 
~, 

I 
. oS, 

. . . " 

f1fte ie;n rnf~1J.te$ .. ·' 
, 

'c 

(Where1,l},)oh, ~t;l .• ;,· ,a~etlesswas 

t·a.kenun,t11 1,00, aftar 'wbieb:the pr~c~e9:-
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MARSHAL OF THIS COURT: The Tri bunsl is now 

I 
' resum~d. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Com·yns Carr. 

. DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 

BY MR. COMYNS CARR: 

Q Colonel Wild, would you t~ll us about the 

work on which prisoners of war were ~mpl()yed in 

Singapore trom the end of 1942 onwards? 

A From the end of 1942 onwards, practically 

all the prisoners of Vial' on Singapore Islartd were 

engaged in constructing the military airdrome at 

ChangL. 

q At the beginh;~fig;'bf 1945, were there some 

new working camps formed? 

A 

5,418 

on~he,n1ainland, at Kranji 1n the north of the Island, 
.; .... ,' ., 

and at ot~r p~:t.~.ces,;~nd fl, par~?f Ch~tlg1 Camp was 
; .,-. .... ", ."", '. ,/"", ~,. (,:. ,'..c,';:': .:~! ~. c",~':' 

set aside for men., .engag,~d\ on. similar work. 
. ": .: ...... :. :, ',·;i;.:i":.r::. '-~"~':J, ':'. :::! .. :~:t!(";r· ';': 

.,.Q .On what. work were the men in tliese campg 
; .'~ ". - . ~ . . " 

".' .. ; 

A, Th.e;r J'(~r~:,etn1ploy~dt.lntil ~Ugu~.t, 1~45, on 
".' .;. '. ";'., 

c9n.s'tF~R:~ing,<lef~Ilse .. ~p'r~Et, ,T~~i~,e, pOP$isted of tunnels 

for storing J:lm~ll11i ti9n, , glln ~mpJa.~~trl~nt~f ,~c;i entrench .. 

ment$". 
, '; 

, ... ,1 
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, ~f:e~)· 
, ' 

o:an~n~;~ ·t).pp~was elllployed on r ep.a:lr·l.ngg:q.ns and . ~ . . 

l'1iak~~g,).~~;r,#.h~t~~ 'ah~l wi-ekerbas)tets'bywhIQh Ilntmuni':" 

ti01!l,~;ottl$:~ b~ d~op'Ped tcJapanese tr'oops •. 

Q." ,1~1 ',tnE!t~: an 1s±and:1n Slhg'aporehafDar call~t'd 

Blak.~~g~fa,tttsla:nd? 
- ,.j' ~, ' ' . 

A!e-$i' t:ha~e .i$. 

Q ~:.'~:r:1.s.~n.ersofwar emplOYed there and in 
.: , 

,_wh~l' 'O~~~~\t;l"n' 
A ;~~·fS:6n.Etrs o'f'. war wet"~"'kept there for tine;' 

\ ' ".'- ',if . '. '" 

:W~Q1Eft:h~~_;:$-~tl aihalt \1e~g -of eapt::hrityangfor ' 

the iai$tt~1tbt11l~,,~tt· •. l-~s, th~~~~ep:;e~p+oyed in 
" .. , 

htll'1dltng~$It;b$. ' Tll'e"~l~~";~~JD;ib:afrO;:m $hiPS all~,~ 

, 

olt1~-' tp;the'ir'eatnP, 

QNow,1ntht Iat~er pa;rtof tne, 'war'~s 

Slnpl'>cU'eandpa,rticnla;,lym11it'ary 1t1$tal1a tlous in 
, ' 

S:tngapQ;pe bt:iJjg~Qp1~~4;bl theAil1,e:$~'i 

"l ", 1'he tir·~', ,r.a1d was on the ' ;'th .~f No*em~);;:, 

194:4+. ,~n4~r()tn ,th,~n'~n,t:tl t.b:e ~nd .01: tnewartl'tei < 

I$laniiwa.$ ,be.:tng'b(jlnb;edrr,e$~n'lyb? B~29J$· rr'oIn: 

Ih~\~~ 

Q" Was ,any cho·:t;ce~i~n tc? the .p:ri,,,,nel!':sof war 

astowh~·thel",t~e1 wottltlwork<m these war' works for 

__ z 

I 
! 

~I 
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WILD DIRECT 

1-----------------------·---------_ 
A No choice whatever. They were ordered to 

do it. and disobedience meant severe punishment. 

Q Was any attempt made to remove them from 

the ~anger of Allied bombing? 

A None that I ever heard of. 

Q Now, with regard to medical stores, was 

any SUfficient supply of medical stores ever given 

to the prisoners of war by the Japanese? 

A Never. 

Q Clothing and boots, what do you say about 

them? 

A Clothing was issued either not at all or 

in completely inadequate quantities; boots, very 

small quantities; and during the latter part of the 

war most of us were going about barefoot or in wooden 

clogs. 

Cl During the last six months of the war, what 

waS the ration allowance to prisoner$ of war? 

A At Chang! Camp, &bout six ounces of rice 

and two ounces of maize per man per day with a very 

small allotment of vegetables and occasionally: a . . r 

spoonful of dried fish. 

q Was there any meat? 

A None. 

Q Had there ever been any meat? 

------,---1 
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WILD' DIRECT 

A Yes, during th,e first year. 

Q Now, what resulted in the way of· disease 

for instance, bert-bert? 

A .Beri-beri was prabtically universal. ,Other 
./ 

deficiency diseases we!'e a form of blindness; a few 

men went completely blind, and other skin QiSe8S~s 

such as scrotal dermatitis and pellagra. 

Q What was done with regard to letting sick 

men off work? 

A It was always· a struggle for the British 

officers to prevent sick men from being sent out to 

work as working figures were so high. 

Q How far were you able to prevent it? 

5,421 

A At Changi Camp, always fairly success,ful, 

but I am speaking of ordinary standards and the state 

of health'of all men in that cam:)l was then so low 
, "t.:';", 

that,.in fact, practically none.ould have been taken 
. ;:.;r 

out to wo!'k if they ha~ not been prisoner,s of· 1(f(3.r. 

Q Did you make $pecial arrangements for men 

whose weight had fallen 'below one hundred pounds? 

A Yes, we kept over one hundred of them to .. 

gether in award -- in a hut whi-ch was called "X" 
Ward. 

Q What did you do for them? 

A We kept them alive by making contributions 
. __________________ ._1 
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DIRECT 

A These bamboo cages were like rooms made of 

bamboo inside the main structure of th:~ building. 

They 'Were crowded together, about ten or twelve to 

each cage. The only sanitation was a latrine in the 

middle of the cage without any means of privacy. 

Q Were they all men? 

A Two of them were women, one of them being 

a lady doctor from Singapore. Many of them suffered 

from dysentery in this confinement, and for long per­

iods the only drinking water which they got was that 

which they drank out of the latrine. At intervals 

the men were taken out daily -- the men were taken 

out and subjected to torture over a perioQ of many 

hours by the Kempei. This torture consisted of being 

made to kneel for 'long periods on a sharp-edged piece 

of wood, being beaten allover with heavy clubs or 

split bamboos, the f~mous water treatment which con­

sisted of pouring very 'large quantities of water down 

the victim's mouth while' he was held down on the flo,or 

The alternative was to place the victim under the legs 

of a chair in which the Kempei sat, place a linen 

cloth over his face and pour water on that. Either 
• 

of these treatments, I have been informed by those 

who suffered them ,produced all the sensations o-f 

drowning. The electric treatment was also used; and 

--_ .. , ----------~----~--' '---- --------_-_1 
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WILD DIRECT , . ' 

r-- ..... 
1 I tnE!i e-ie¢tl'l~terminals were appl1~d to the more tende,r 

2! PQrt:tO!1~of' the' vic~:i.tn t s body'and the Kempetturned 

3 

4 

the,l1~p.dl:eof the- machitle. 

'~As the resultofthis-" was there' aliy suicide 

A 'A,:Br1t:lsh doctor jwped out of the window 

7 of the ,t()~tUlt~ ito,om and broke his~lvis' in the fall. -

8 

9 

10 I 
n,1 

12 
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16 
\./ 17 
f.!"", ' , 

18 ' 
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I 
I 

Q Vihat dtel the ~empe1 do about tha.,t \VhEmthey 
, ' ". 

disco~red' ltil" 

A 1tbai,~S1.ttpe1 eoncerned and his Japanese inter~ 

l'r'eter ca.~~1eabdJttba(!k to the 'bamboo, cage 1'tl ach.atr 

from wh:tch't)i;teythr:ew111m into the eage. 80m'S of the 

peOple in th'e ,ca.,ge' P¢tnt~d.dU:t tQ the Japatl,ese that 

th.e dq-ptcr had a h~ok$npe,lY1$. ttl:1e .r~PfAtrEiS'e ihte:l:'-.' 

pret-er then Idclre.d,hiln in thegroiil. 

L_-
I 
I 

-I 
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Q ·liI::t.a.a111· f)f them die umj;le.X" tort-ul'e1 
.~:{ '" ~ . 

A "Fifteen 

.... "".:5: n .• ·l:t· ... · .. · ~'" '1. .•. '.;& ... ~ "" "" yo.!,., '-: .• " , •• 

. ~' \/~~ll us some of those ineluded in the f'if,-· 

'te,e~. 

A . ·~lti'Q'X'tgtb.osewho dia'Q w,~re Mr. HUgh.~~-
. " .' . 

the ·C¥,pl:Ot11:alS~c:tet aryof' the Brit1s hO:overnmentin 

. Ma1ajt_ •• 

/tortu~e a~ su~vived? 

<W.""~()'~~fOn: .We·ha.vJ3· not 'f:in~sbed' the 

'inte%"p!>$tat:i.'~~~.e-e.,;&1ir " 
•. . '. j 

A Another wjho<l~ied:' l's ·Mr •. ·Mr1an·Oa,a~k, th.e -
. . 

. Chief legal. Advlser,tt)t.tJil;E;l O;~V~ltmP.~lt~t. Artt)tber'Was .. 

'Dr. St.anley. 

Q . 1\nd ~ang$ t. those~,:l!U<l'Vi:ft. . 
.AJUnong those ,who surv~\v~d th~·t;ortur •. wa.s 

th~R:tght 'Rev7rend, the BfSh~ of Sl~~;a~ore. 6e W2$. 
" ~ ":,,. '., 

.. g~v~ thre-epundred strok~$ ttedface· .... do.·t'o s-

table. 

,Cl·· . Now· slriee th~:;~apane.~esul'r;~n~Jl', have Y,C)u 
I 

1t.tE;t~16gsa,t~<l\a nwnber .,.f!Jt J'a,p~nss;e. about th;1s'ln.$tte-r ? 
2;3 I I .A 1 .tiaV$. 

24 'I Q ~id 't:he& adm~t 'Q1' (ieny 111? 
2S . 

. 1 A In .gener~lt&",:~t~d.tted it, and one or' ,them 

'L~-~-'r'~~ 

I 
! 
! 
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·1 '~ake pleasure in demonstrating to me how the 
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water treatment was administered. 

Q 1Hhat has happened to them? 

A They have all been tried in minor war crimes 

courts in Singapore. 

Q Now will you tell us about Outram ROad Gaol 
-

in Singapore? 

A outram Road Gaol wast-he military prison of 

the Jap~:nese forces in and around Singapore .. 

..•. Q Will you tell us about Major O'Neill and 

Captain Marriott~ their experiences there, please? 

A Major O'Neill of the Indian Medical Service 

and Captain Marriott of the British Army were both 

cut off in the jungle after·the battle of Slim. 

Thty~ were wandering in the jungle with another small 

party of Bri tish troops for some weeks • They were 

trying to rejoin the British forces, as they had not 

heard of the fall of Singapore. They were captured 

by the Japanese early in April. At this time Major 

Marr10tt .;. ... Captain Marr10tt was very sick with 

dysentery, and Major Of Neill was doing his duty as a 

medical office~ in staying behind to look after him. 

They were captured by the Japanese forces in Joho~. 

and were very well treated in the offieers-rmess of 

the battalion wni'ch captured them. The off1cers of 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9ed10b/



·/ 

1 

2 

5,427 
WILD DIRECT 

this battalion told them that they were now going to 

be sent to the big prisoner of war camp at Chang! on 

Singapore Island. They were sent to Changi Camp under 

4 the escortofa Japanese soldier. On arrival in Simg~ 

5 apore the Japanese soldier asked the Japanese military 

6 police the way to Changi prisoner of war camp. 

7 

. 8 Wild 

9 

Q Shorten this a little bit, please, Colonel 

not so much detail • 

A Yes. The military police put them into 

10 Outram Road Prison. There they were brought before 
#I 

11 a mlli tary court about three weeks later ... -and there 

12 they were. brought ber'ore a military court in Singa-

13 pore ahout three weeks later, and were sentenced to 
, 

14 five and four years penal servitude. The remainder 

15 of that party was captured a few days l~ter and 

16 went through exactly the same experience except that 

17 it enae,d with their becoming ordinary prisoners of 

18 war in Shangi Camp. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Now did you g.et all these facts from 

varioUS sources, ilnd in February, 1943, did you put 

them before the then G. o. C. of the prisoners of 

war1n Malaya, General ARIMURA'? 

A I got the facts from Captain Marriott him­

self in Chang1 in January, 1943, when he was tempor­

arily released from Outram Road Prison., I explained 
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I, 
1 'I them per$()~ally to Maj'or ,General l\RtlV.'fU1tA f~r'$.t in 

$ .. \vr~ t't~$b r~:po:rtandtb,en in a. personal. interview 
2 [," , ' 

,'~ which "wetlton ,for over an bour. 
,". ." 

4 ,Q:,,~ta,t;le·'p,ro:mise. to d'o any:tbing abo.ut it? 

5A :~e~,a1d, tbat it was" an obrto'Us misearr~age 
" . 

6' of j~t'1:r:1e ,~tl~ tha.t· I need not pother-any mor'e be-

7, c,a'Usa h&wo~l\ca ~sethatbbth off1eers c,ame bacle t¢ 

S 

9 

HL ' ,fUE,N,[f))T;I:W-OR:' Just a moment, please., 

U "A' .T;h~n.P~ap;ta(tn,'l\tt$.~riott. was taken back to 

12 'O'l1tratn Ba:ad '~l'i$()ns\~rtl:1arterwards" ~nd Major 

l~ OfN$'i,ll ll,evt1rgot, C}~to;f :1 ~ ;until the end of the 

1,4 war. 
15 

17 ' 

18 

19 

A The Britisp,andAllied prisoners in outratn 

Road PriSon were xnac}eto sit, at a ttenti.on in their 

<:~llfr t'olr,about fou;rt0en hours a day end at night 
?O ,.' ' ," , " t iae1 bad to lied():wn un~era naked. electrie bUlb,.' 

21' Tbfif 'food lItilch th.eyre(!eived vvas J:tN!rs;s111n~deC1uate 

',>, 

2.2" al1dlar l~;'$'!' than tbat~i1-ento t'b,e Japan.es~ p1Yi.Son~rs., 
13 

t 
1 
1 
I 

I 
J 

. 241 pris<>ners'of,wer. ' They were freqUently beaten Up • 

251Q With re.g~r.<.1.-1;o Ille(lical attentiOn, what hapP'6n, ed".?li L_, ___ , 
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' .. 

;.' ' 

I 1'.~e'ygO:tnQm6d.i<¢al att~n~'1Qn ~a,te\Y-el:' 

. 2 I unl:9tS,$:l\j~yw~;re prae't1e:al.ly:Lha dYl~g·Cf,)a\l4.it4i)tl.~ 

. 3: .Q' ' .. \ij~e:t.,~, .... any o!'th:entf$ver Tele aSe'd():w:ingto 

4 . 'S1~~~tl,~' , . 

5 
} 

6 I 
7 

8 

9: 
to 

.n 
. 12, 

13· 

'~~"'.'c-,, .. "'. ..' ~, " .' . . .. .,', 

,A ···~,tb;ey W,e~,e desp$;rately ill, they w€,Te 

, sen~':r)ut,,~t~1~l!tlg1·oamp· f~he P1tttntotbfJ,pr isoner 

ot"fi~~'b~.~.&~:til-i '~her;e.' Al~O'ge't,'bera:b~ut· a '.hundT$d 
,', . " .,', . . ".' " . , .. ' .' 

ea~~t;~AlJ;~~~g~he ttL];ee anddne';':halfyears. ," 
i.::,," ... ··.,·.. .: . '. . . .' ,.,: .' 

'Q,'J:t;f"'~ibli~~ifapane~s e 'DledJcal of $iee.l'svis it 

~~4~~tl!::::e:: ::::l~ be visite~ 
±;n~~e,~sllt~~fltl~a,~:~h~sthQi .w'e:t·~lcep;t~. 
',~!,~~~'w~tP,~,~~~" . ",: . 

. .:: I.. 11 'to .seilif ~~~~~~~~tf!Jfttlritl.:Y 
to go back· t¢'o~tl'.am RoatlG.a,o~;. 

to " ,. '., , ' '": • <' • ~ , 

'0 
/ j~11~­

l$ i 

..AQn 'the'~1v:111~n,~t4·e ~fthe jall." vf.?rymany. , 

tn't!lle.)ljttllta:ry :S;la~,.~ot ~~~'ny in: tbe. ~ail.*;c;_~a 
, ( 

'2'2 

a3 

'24 

t5: 

" ,. ! 
~;. "'~U~¢'E! .. th~J~p;~t3~~ . s:1R:p·~n4~t, n~ve 'CEln.g'~.~~ ..... . 

~Bl~.,~t·~t: . th~$e,\tl1i~~.T~~eli1~lo#flel In '.' Outr'&ln"~ •. 

Ga.:o'l, ,lt~~'C~()m~~nd,tltn t'and:~ed1~ai:otti~¢:er$ u4s 0 Q,rl 
'. ",.. '. . .',", ' ' . 

been. b~~,ht ··totil?l~l', 

.A. .Abou~:'fort1':t;Q~ . of . theJl1ar~ 'fl~ cn, ~r1tl1;. 1 ........ 
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5,430 

DIRECT 

1------ --··--------~·-----r 

1 I I understand. 

2 

31 
<1 

5 

61 
} 
i 

7\ 
I 

81 
i 
I 

9 1 
I 

tO\ 
111 
12.l 

I , 
i , 

13

1 14 . 

15 

IG 
I 

17 I 
I 

:: I 
I 

20 I 
21 

22 

Q Now' did you personally in about June, 1944 

see some of these men brought to Changi from Outram 

Road Gaol? 

.A Yes ,I did. 

Q Describe it. 

A Four men arrived in a bus from outram Road 

Gaol under a Japanes~ escort. I was called by the 

Japanese to receive them. I lifted all four out of 

the bus myself. 

Q What was their condition? 

A They were so thin that it WaS difficult to 

believe that they could still be alive. They seemed 

to weigh only a few stone when I picked them up. 

Q Could they speak? 

'~HE MONITOR: Just a minute, please. 

Q Could they speak? 

A Only in a feeble whisper. 

Q What nationalities were these four men? 

A Two were Dutch and two were Bri,tish. 

Q What became of them? 

A Two of them died within the next two or three 

23 I da.ys. 
I 

24! Q Was there a post-mortem report by an Australian 

25 medic-al officer? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

WILD DIRECT 

-------------_._-----_.-,-_ .•.... _-----
A Yes, he showed it to me. He mentioned in it 

that· their bowels were as thin as tissue paper from 

starvation. 

Q Vrhen you lifted the four men out of the bus, 

did wou notice anything else there? 

A Yes, a rough wooden box. 

Q What was in the box? 

A I lifted the lid and there was an elderly 

9 European, the dead body of an elderly European in 

10 it. 

11 Q What did you notfce about the condition of 

. L2 that? 

L3 

L4 

L5 

l6 

L7 

L3 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A He had a white beard. He was very thin, 

and his knees were drawn up and his hands were clasped 

across his s··tomach. 

Q Now, Colonel Wild, I want you to tell us 

a bout the 'Burma-Siam Railway. 

THE PRESIDENT: Now, Mr. Comyns Carr, that 

is a rather big subject, is it not? 

1m. C01ITNS CARR: Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: There is one thing I would 

like to mention. Objection was taken this morning to 

your leading. I could hot find that you were leading 

because. y~ questions did not suggest the answer. 

But this afternoon your questions may have had the 

--_._--_._-_._------- ------.--_--1 
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V!ILD DIRECT 

1-----·-
i 

1 I effect of refreshing the memory of the witness thus 

2 rendering nugatory the rule that a witness f memory 

31 can be refreshed only from:notes made at the time. 

41 However 7 this witness 'familiarity with war crimes and 
I 

:1 
I 
I 

oj 
vI 

; , 

his position makes i~ obvious that, even if you 

examine him in the strictest form, you would still 

get the same results. I have no doubt that you 

were influenced by that consideration, and for that 

9 I reason I have not referred to the matter before. The 

101 
111 

! 
. t21 

I 
13 I 

I 
14 I 

I 

15 

16 

17j 
Wi 

I 
19 , 

I 
20 I 
21 

22 

2" . ;)i 

I 

method you have pursue~ while not being prejudicial 

to the defense, has enabled the evidence to be taken 

speedily. 

We will adjourn now until half past nine 

tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 1600, an adjournme:at 

was taken until Thursday, 12 September 1946, 

at 0930.) 

I' 

I' 
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