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A FACTUAL ACCOUNT OF JULY 7t¢h INCIDENT
By General Chinz Ten-Chun

(Formerly Maror of Peining and concurrently Vice-Commander of
the 29th Army. At present, Vice-Mirinter of kilitarv Oporations)

1. PROLIOGUZ

A. The Political and Military Condit‘ons in Fopel and Chahar Provinces
Prior to the War of Resiptance.

1. Political--3Before the Incident of July 7th, the Hovei-Chahar
Political Council was the responsible institution in charge of political
affaire in Hopei and Chahar Provinces. Gencral Sun Che-Yuan was the
Chairman of the sald Council, being amointed bv the Fational Covernnment.
The Council had jrrisdiction over Hooei and Chahar <rovinces and ;
Peining and Tientsin lmnicivalities, General Feng Chi-An and General
Liu Ju-Minz were the Governor of Hooei Province and Chahar Pro? wce
respectively. 1, rveelf, was then lavor of Pei»ins, while General
Chanz Chi-Chunz, who later fell gzallantlw for the countrr ar Commander-
in-Chief, wae then layor of Tientsin. g

Since their costleas invasion of the Chincse Vorth-Sasterfd three
Provinces, followed by the invasion of the Jehol Province, and the
attle of the Great ¥all, the Japanese aggressors considered all
these Provinces in North China as somethinz that could be very easily
taken over. Peiping an¢ Tientsin, ther»fora, became the front line
of national defense. However, all the nolicies of the local autiorities
in Heoel, Chahar, Peipinz anc Tientein were formulated and carried
out in conformity with instructions and lawe proclained by the National
Governrent. For example, the election of representatives of tle
seoole's Congress, the concentratac nilitary training of all colleze
students, wor: considered by tie Javanese agiresdirs as neagsures in-
consistent with the status of soecial area. Repoiatedlyr, Japanese
ovened negotiations and interfered witih suci administration, dut all
the incdvcementa and threate failed. Tinally they resorted to the
pilitary agsreanion on Julv 7th, 1937,

2. Filitary--In Yorta China, the 29t~ Arzy was the nain force,
which ~ad itn zarricons all over fopei, Chaar, Peining and Tientsin.
At the time of the Incicent, the 37th Diviaion under the conrand of
Gencral Fonz Chi-An was stationed in the susuroe of Jeiping, nanely,

T an-Ynan, Pein-Tnan, 5i-Yuan, Lukiochiao 'Marco Pelo Ericze), Chan-
Sin-Tien, and Paotinz, The 38th Divieion 1nder tiwe command of General
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Chang Chi-Crung was etatiorad at Tientnin, Younz-Churz, Langfanz, Chuan-
Liag,Chen, Taku, Tang'mu, and alcnz the Tientsin-Pukov Kailway such as
la=Chan ané Taansciow. The 1ludrd Yivision vider t'e cornmand of General
Liu Ju-lins wae stationod in the Chahar “rovince, at £alzan, Chang-Pei,
Chai-Kno-Pao, Yenz-Chinz, iankow, cte. The 132nd Liyision under tae
conzand of Zen-ral Chao-Tonz=Yu was norcad over the moutiern part of hopei
Province, nanely, Ta-iiing, EHo-Ciilen, “sion-Hnien, Jon-Chiuv, etc,

Lukuochiao (Marco “olo Eridze) wherae the Incidant of July 7th
broke out, in situastod avdout 20 Li southwest to the Caans<Yi Gatoe of
Foiping City., The District Yovernnent of tho Wan-?ing hsien was at the
east of the bricga. The city of Wan -Ping was not large. Both inside
and outsicdo of the city of Wan-Pin: wore zuarded bv troops of the 37th
Divie:on, Thin placa, being on the main comsmnication lino west of
Peiving, was stratoegically vory iiportant. Jasangse forces, stationed at
Tengtai, nad rapeatedly demandec the withdrawal of the Chinesz garrieon
from this placo, and al"o fron Chan-Sin-Tien. All thise donands were
rofugec. bv our side in unnistakeable torrs. In the winter of 1536,
Jaganena intonded to reinforce thoir garrison force, and olanncd to build
barradks and airficld in the area betweon Fengtal ané Lvkuochiao (Marco
folo 3ricie), in order to control complatelr Porth Chins., In soite of
tiolr efforts in revcatod nogotiationa, wo refused then in severo wordings,
Thus fruetratod, Japanore chansod tholr tactics. Ther attomptec to
lar their handn on the local inhabitantas by induvein:; and threatoning them
to leara or scl)l the lanca voluntarily to the Jasanese. But, according
to the report of Cornissionor Wang Lenz-Chal, “:o governad that area, the
local residents had no intontion to lmase or $-2 80ll the’ lancs telonging
to taaer. Tho residonts made sworn ntaterants to that offcet and anthenti-
catod theno mtaten nte with their finger >rints, Onc cay, HAS-INOTO, the
Chief of Staff of the Janancse Garrigon Forces in torth Caina, Wachi,
and asore othor Jananere officers callod on nmo and again reoueatad to buy
thesc landn., Thay arged that the loenl inkabitanta ceerired to lease or
80ll voluntarily, vet it eould not be realizec, a:rarontly cdue to the
oxosition of the Government in Uorth China. I raply was that, no right
of land in anv country could be freolv leased or solc. to foreigners, If
we anked for a lears or surcharo of land in tho vicinityr of Tokro, could
that be allowad b wvour Lovornront. In the least ;:inirun, landed nroocrties
ovncd by urivate ocrsons who onjoy ownorship of aveh nrodorties could not
bo disvosed of by tie Government at will, Since vou asscerted that the
renidente were willing to sell their lande, what was the oroof of thia
as-ortion., HAS:IMOTO counter~d by cdomandin.: us to produce proof of the
nnvillingness to loana or eel. their lands on the vart of tho rosicdents,
voon this I produced tho sworn statermonts of the residents authonticatod
with thoir finger prints and forwarded to me by Cormirsioner Wang, to the
offoct that tiaecy would not sell any land. HASEII.OTD and other Japanose
officers, wion secing those docunente, could not sar anyvtiins, thig
evisode which brought dis;race and ancer to tren ruat have o ditterod them,
From that tiso on, under the arotext of aneuvors thor hoded to invade and
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oceupy Wan-Ping City by catching na unoreparc’. Trie waa the immediate
cause leading tc the outtreak of tre Incident.

B, Stazes of Janansse Aggressiong

1. Alienatior ard Tatrangesont--Tho Jesnnere astemited to alienate
anc. estrange the locel authorities in Yorth C-ina from the Contral Govorn-
mert by inducencnt and by throeat hooing thoraur te @ sintozrate and eatroy
sovarate arcas onc after anothor, “ha nomorova aitimta the nade
could be swrod up Ao inducerort b briveryr ar¢ threat oy force, Al
theone atterots, auwever, wora rot with flat rofunal fior the lozal authori-
ties., Their conediracy conla DY no momns be roalizec., This w's tho
firet etazs of eneny azeronsion in Fort: Ciina, a vwordld :uming rougnly
fronm the Autwan 1933 to thn Sumnor 1936,

2. Econorici-onopolsrentn, Japaero hooad to attmel jcoronic nonopoly
nnéor tihe nanle of frienceliip and fratarniznti-n and tac watchword,
"oouality and raociprocitv." Tag coner~t. deianca nade b tionm we. ol
a. T> construct a Taan--B:ik aailwar (hotwoen Tean;chow rnd Shih-Cida-
Cawans, both in routherr iomel), b, To develay trhe Lunc:-Yon Iron Mines (in
Camhar frovica), and ¢. To ravise varitine Cuator Tariffs at Tientnin,
in such a war an to raise tariffs oo Buropoan and arorica counnditioa,
anc %6 lowor tariffs on Jasancnoa conCition,

All thema dorance. tho accavtanco of waic: wonld imondr tho soveroigndy
of Ciina, wor:> flatly rofusod. Tale was tao noconc starc of Japanosa
A, roenion in norts: China, *ha poriod covercd ran roughiy from the Suaner
1636 to the Spring 1537,

3. Throeat by arucd Forcop=~aftor roealizing tiet elionation, cstranzo-
=ent, and attomots to attain ocono-ic nonosoly ned al  falled, the Jaoanceo
firallv decidcd udon tareat Uy arced forco. *hcf “oded to reach thoir
s0al without fighting., At the tosinaing of thoe Lukicchiao (Mares Polo
oridze Incident), Japanese had no anticinatirn otacr than Caincse sub-
nission after a dlow dralt tn the Ciincra by taoir couparativelr susorior
forces. Thar anticinata’ that movel, Shanai, Shantunz, Chakar, and
Dveiruen Protvinces could thua bo turncd into a rosden of speclal status
(for thz irvort of tie word "evecial", sco tracclator's note 1), thus
realizinz tas second sten in t-a >tan of Con ral T.FATA for tho coinguost
of the whole woré, Ther never thrught that, at thio call of our avwrenma
leader, all Chinc-~3 wonld rise and ¥al%e w the “ar o< Rosistancc or all
fronts, As to the Crewn-out *nr of Rerintancs over long, loas period,
and tae fact that we rover wavored 211 the wav tirowsh, was evon nore
bnexgocted by the enerpr,
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11. TACTUAL ACCOWMI'T OF TFE INCIDENT.

#t C010, in the evening of July 7th, 1937, I roceived a rovort fronm
tho ®070i~Chahar Torei n affairs Corniesion, wiieh mrtoted that tho said
co-mission had raceived a toloshons eall frop “aTsUI, tho Chilef of the
Japanoso Special Survico Zoarl, esrinz: "One comanr of Jaganceo troops,
in night nanouvor in tho vie nity of Lukouc:ino (liarco Polo 2ridze) just
a whilc ajo, scoiivd to have acard a fow gun sitote firod by soldiors of the
372 Division of tho 29th Arsy stasinned ‘n the city of Wan-Ping. Lhe
&'n aLotr trougat some confumion of the trome in manouver. 4s a rasult
of tro rnll cenll, ona Jadencne noldior wars found to be nimsing, Tavanerao
tronpe dananded t~ antor and noares tho clit of Wan-Pins this vors evoning.
Tho said connlssion asked inatructions b tclerhone as tn how to deal
wits the situation., I 4anod atelv ronlied that Jarancma troops, nancuverin
in Chinese torritory at thoir own will, wero in vinlation of international
law. Wedlther hal ther notifiod ue in advanca, aor had thov obtained our
sernission, Tro Chinono Governnment hae no rossonaibility whatnoaver for
tho ellogzed nlacinz snldior. Zvon Af it in trme that a solicder wes
really nissinz, wo shall ordor tho Chincmo trooms atationcd at Lukouchiao

Farco Poln Eridze) tn conduct a marrch fry tio Jadanoso soldier on our
own behnrlf in conperation with loeal wolicoffrrcoa. k- instructions wore
trananittod to the Jananeae by tho monei-Yhaier Poreisn Affairs Commiassion.
Soon thoroaftor, tae maid connmission agein bolophkonod re and rovorted
that aftor trananisaion o” the roplv, bot t-o Jasanoeso Special Sorvice
Zonrd and the Jananose trooma worce not satisifisl, The Janano e inaintad
on conduecting a scarch in tho city by force. If rofused, ther decidod
to encircle the walled citv. I acain imnéciatoly resdiecd that in caso
of sguei unreasonabtlenens a1 tio sar: of Jansiono, so violent and barbarioure
wo, for thc sake of naelf-defonaso, covld onl telzo tihe couvrsec of resoluto
rorictance. Theon I cnlled on Reginont Co: andar Chi. Sin-Wen ovor tho
tel soiono. At that tiio, ono battalion of tliz rozinent nnder his cornand
wae in charge of oarrison cutiecs at Lukuochino, wiilo other two tattalions
anc. kis R,zinont KoaCamarters ver:e at Chaan-Sin-dion, I askol Commander
Cii wrather nis reizuent had nancuverad tond ht. Chi ronliad in the
nozativo. I aslod ain whothor thore wore an' Jananese trcops inanovvering
in tao vic nity of Lukuociiao (Maren Polo ZIr ¢jo). Chi roplied that he
aad receivaed no such inforrmation, tut that he would imnmedist sly aend out
2is men to invostizate. Thorowpon, I inforzed ain thoe nagotiations
catween the Javenere and us, and orderod 1ir to send at snce able men to
proceed. toward the circction of Zengtai, to dotoet nossible Japarose troop
move.enta. On tio other send, 1 orcder @ by telooiore, Coinissicnor %anz
Lup-Vhéi, who was concurrentls tac wazistrato of %an-Pinz “sion, ¢t
investigate and. to r-.ort »n tio panouvoring of Jasancee troovs and whother
any Jasanea: soldior wan missingz, Soan, I reesivad a taleoivne call frorm

Comzandor Cni, who roevorted tiat, according to the r drrt of tiec officer
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dispatched towards the direction of Fengtai, about a battalion of
Japanene troops with six ploces of artillory, was now advancing fron
Fengtal towarde Lukouchiao (Marco Polo Bridi:o), ané whether there was
any reinforcen nts following this colunn had to await fuether detectioh.
‘hereuvon, as the Vice-Conmanter of the 29th Arcy, I incediately orderad
Reginment Cormander Chi to well guard the eity of Wan-Ping, that not a
einzle Jananene soldior ws to be mllowed to come in, that not a single
inech of territory was to be allowed to lose, that in virtue of our respon-
sibility an solddiers, to uard our territory, the Wan-Ping city would
o, in caso of necessity, tho most orecirus and glorinus graveyard of our
ranks and files, taat we should sharo the mno fate with the city. 4
thoy did not opoen firo first, we shuld not firet oven fire uwoon then, If
they should first oven fire, wo werc surec to deal them fatal Dlows,.
After having ny order, Chi sont anothor battalion tn onforce the guard at
Lukouchiao (Marco Zolo Bridgo), and he hineelf lod the battalion thero to
reinforce the dofonse. 4t the samo tino, Cormissioner ¥anz Iun-“hai
cane to Peiping to rovort in poreon the factnal rosult of hie investiza~
tion. So, I sent Cormiesioner Wan:, tozether with Weil Tsunz-Han,
Commiesioner of Foroign Affairs of Hovei-Chahar “rovineces, Lin Ken-Yu,
also a nperber under é'rnlnatnnar Woi, and Chou Jun-Ye, Chief of Comrmni-
cation Section, of the Pacification Hoadquarters, to nogotiate with MATSUI.
At 0500 in the morning, succossive rrports informed me that Japanese
troops had come %o thoe odgoe of the eitv and domanded tho ontry of the
city by forco, that we had to orepare for the defensc on the one hand and
to try to sto> their entry by negotiation on the other, Tho Japanese,
realizing by that tirc that thorc was no hope for thom tn take the city
of Wan-Ping without fizhting, finallv onecircled it on three eides, Our
forces put up defense works on the walle. Apound 0600, enemy machine
ﬁun fire began to attack the city, and encmy forces came towards it.

his was the very bdeginning of the Sino-Japancse war. And the respon-
pibility of tho Incident was also dofinitely fixed (upon Javan),

Hostilitics on the 8th and 9th of July were heavy, and Jajanes
suffored many casualties. The railway bridce leading to Chan-Sin-"ien
was occupiad by Javanese in thoe morning of the 8th, and on the same night,
two companies of Chinesc troops, each soldior equipved with a pistol, a
sword, and four hand grenadee, movod up stoalthily. Theyre¢uudeniyy
attacked, when they avproached the bridge hemd. *he enemy, about a
company strong, was surorised and most of thom werc killed, Japanese,
seeing that they werc suffering setbacks, seht MATSUI and othere to me on
the followingz day, and asked for negotiation. I had foreseen their
intention before they care, 8o I rafusod then. Soon thersafter, they
‘cane azain and exnlained the intention of truce, adding that the niesing
soldier had already been found, so that a ooaceful settlement would be
feasidle. %o bezan to discuss and, a~ a result, decided on three cme-
ditions: (a) All military actions should cease on both sides, (b) Troops
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of bota sidos ehould rotmrn to thoir orisinel noeitione, and (c¢) the 37th
Divieion which onturtaine more hostile feelin-a A ainst Jaosap, should
be resdlaced bv nome athar unit of tho 292 Armyr for tho defonse of ¥ane
Pin; City. 4An mderatandin: war alao rescsed that oeth sides should
rofrain fron cevoloping hencefp! Leh incidents of similar nature. Yet,
Yiese e ndit’ na wors nothin v Jagane~o tactice to dolav and thme to
.ain tire. Ctiliging tihte breatiing avace, unita of tho Kwantuns Arny
wora asont to Poinin: and Tiontsin ares for attnck, We cetectad thoir
mepiracy, and hac tn arcer hartily the Diviasinn under the crrmand of
Gonoral Chao statinnod in Ta-pin: and Ee-Chion in southorn Rosol to
roceed tn Painin:, At that tin v Pancral Sunc: Cho-Yuan was or leave
nf abscnco 1n hie lome town in Shantung, Aftor iy repoatold telocrans
a‘kinz far hias roturs, 4e arrivod in “eldins on the 12t: of July, We
Ciscussed satratozien and volicies. War aain brore ~ut on the 14th,
and nor intonsifiad than barare. Evoy cav, onory eselled tho ¥an-2in:
city bv artillory, to cover the advancoe of their infantyy, Tut wors all
repulsed Dy rur arry., On the 25th of July, enenw airslane, in reconnalas
ancoe over t:is Jeininz-azing hlgkhvaya dlmcoverad that onr trongs of larze
nunbers wora advancing; nortavard, snd tae snearhond had already arrived
at sanyuan., On tho 26tn of Julv, Janancee handed ums an ultizatun to
too effect that tie 37th Diviasisn te witidrayn fron tho Poivin- area
vithin 24 hours, failin- wnich they wauld attac’ us by lar.:c forcor,
To dofend oursclves, we attackaed iormodiately an tie 27th enciy tr-oos
at Fenati ard in the vieinity of Inlmochian (liares Pplo arice). In
thie saue evenin:, we killed ovite a nubder of Jajanere at Fentai, re-
capturod the vost flank anc the soutn flanic of Fonztial, and Pressed on
near the enony headouarters thora. HATS'L, Seiji, the Yanane e
Co.mander in Caief, ordered Jasanene reinfarco.onte fron Tungehow and
Tientein, with atrons eauionent and nors t.an 30 airolanes, tn nalke an
onslavit, Tn tie early norning of the 22%L, the cnery with the
cortinad. forces of the lard and air, florcely attac7ed Nan-vuon with all
tloir stran@?h. Larze seale nostilitien divalonad vits hoave casualties:
undrecoconted airce $ho suthroak of tho incident. around 2 2.2., nost
re.retfully, Genoral Chas Twng.Yu, Division Courancor, Genoral Tung Ling
You, Vice Arny Coznandor, wore both dlloed in actisn, Uasualties reached
rore than 5,000 includins both doad and vounrdod anons our of ficers and
s0léiors.

3022 tinme befors tiin, r voatold tel.osrams from our Susrenc Com:andor
(Genoralinsing Chian-) orgar ¢ %on ral Sun:, Cheircan of bhe Hooei-
Ciahar #nlitfcal Council tn wrocood 9 Panting (in southern Sopoi)
and to direct overatione fran thor-. Gen-ral Sun: now actod as Cirected
tr theso orders. I waalf wont ¢- Pantin: with kin in the nizht of 28th.
Considerablo success was ssered by tae Chinoso forcee in Tientsin. who
irate tihelr attacks bravely or tre 22tk and 30t: nf July, Subsoqne;tly
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they aleo ovasuatol according bn orcers rocelved. They fell back to

the south of Tisniain ~lonx the *ientein-Pul v fullway, while other troops
wero put up aioa; the Peiping-Eankow Rallvay. In c.ore collatoration
petwoen oach othar, thuy Lozan Lo ongace vhomeelves in long-torm
Renlotance a~»in:*t 148 ¢nony. +hia wae what happen:d during the
Lukouciiaa (Mazes 25lu Bridze) Incident and the War of Resintance there=

aftor.

Loading Jesanase officern who instigatod thie Incident wera:

KATSUKI, Seiji, Yornmander in Chiof of the Jepanocse Garrisom Torces
in Tientain

KAYAZE, Soizo, ®rigadioer Carmander
MUTAGUCKI, Ronva: , fgrinent Commandor

SAKAI, Takashi, Ex-Chicf of Staff of tho Jaoaneso Garrison Forcos
: in Tiontain

byt the instizainr at the verr besinninz of Janane-o a-cressicrn in
north China was DOEIFA=A. ¥enji, tihe snme npan wholinetisnted the “ukdan
Incident of 18 Santerbor 1631, #11 ghone men should be held =~esponeible
far the war of a2zresnelson, An tr tho narcotic anlicy and. various atraocities
cormitted in enery nccupiod arens, waich according %o reoorte from all
sides, were intensifled 2o time wont on. lueh tn my reagret I could not
producel definite and stronz ovidonces for thono activities =nd atrocitios
since I had loft for nnorations alonz Poipin -rankow, Peipin-Taning, and
+iontein-Pukow Railwar lines,

CEING Teh~Chun (noaled)
Forrerly kayor of Poivins and Concurrently
Vico-Corrander of tho 2°th Arry

At present, Vico-kinistor, Ministry of kilitarv Opora-
tione

I acreoy certifr that the above statonont was »ado in Chuncxing Dy
Genoral Yiin: Teh~Chuns »n this fayy formorly sayor of Pcinin: and con=-
currently Vice-Cornmandar of the £9th Aroy; at orosont, Vice-hinigtur of
the kinietry of iilitary Overati-ms. Y

\ Lin Tina-Pinz (smoaled)
Assistant ¥iroctnr, Bast Asiatic Burcau
Kinistrr of Foreoign Affairs.

Date: 2 Avoril 1946, Chungking
1






