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E.J:cerpt from Extro. of Oftic1a.l Oo.zetto 
de. tJE15. s·lo..rch ::.6 of t'ho 13t~1 year 01' ~r.0wa { 1939 ) 

P1gos 313 , 3~0 n~d -~21 . 

. [ }iiinutos of tho Hl)US'3 of Poor~ , 
t he '?:S:-C. dvss i on of tho lmporio.l fltot 
Ne . 25 . 

oreno<i o.t 10 : 14 e .• m. (J'r..u1·sdo.y) L~er·ch 
1 7 of tne 13th ;reor of ~ho·.·;&. ( 190B) 

------------ -

(State M1.n1.dter, iri nco KOllOYE, FUmimo.1•0, ascends 

r ostl"Um) 

Sto.te ~inister (Prince KONOYE, ~~uuimnro ): I will exp l a in 

the roo.son for introducing tho llo.t1one.l Mobili~o.tion Bill v1h1:oh 

is now t ho sub ject under diecus~ion. The so- called ~ontest ot 

nationo.l power cho.racterizos modern wo.rfa r o . In order t o aftain 

the war obj octi~o , t ho ef for ts of a nations army and navy must 

·be acco~?aniod by a complet e nnti ono.l mobilization s et-up. In 

other \' Ords , i n th J event of war or an incident similar t o .war, 

all available r osourcos, both mat erio. l and montal, must be mobili­

zed, ' not only to r opl e·n.ish t ho munitions of war bu~ alsor to 

• secure t ho na tional life and r ender smooth all national a ctivities 

necessar y for the i;>r osocution of v1ar and thereby give fUll ond
1 

effobtive play to tota l powe r. of t ho na tion. This is an ind11peDan· 

0 - ble condition to win tho victory. This bill ha.a bo·0n dra fted 

in consideration of thes o facts o.nd providoa ·a basis which would 
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eno.blo the Uovernmcnt to to.~o tho nocoooo.ry moosu~os in case ot 

wnr or fln incident simllu?" to war. Tho gcno;.•o.l prir .. ciplos or 

t~e authority cf tho Go~Jrnmont wh!ch rcquirua, when nocossary, 

a deolo.ra tion of n otate of wo.r·timo, mo.y genor•c.lly be o.rrangod 

batorehand along with the progress of the proparntory work in 

oonnoction with nat1cno.l gen~ro.l mobilization if s~ch a basis 

hlls alroady been l a!d. Thorofore, we consider it to bo proper 

to ostablish the gonero.1 pri~ciples attar ob·cni.ning the o.pprovo.l 

or the Diet, so that tho Govornmont may be eno.hlod, within the 

scope of the provisions, to tako such emorgency m3asuros as would 

be consonant vrlth the actual demands of tho war ·t;ima si tuo.tion. 

It is my bel1of that a previous undorsto.nding of an people of 

tho mannor in which the> oxorc~se of tho Stflto 1 s o.utbority !a 

to be cal'ried out w,.th l'Ofipe~t to no.tiono.l gonoral mobilization 

will not only contribu·to to expoditing the progre3s of 9repara~iona 

tor national mobilization but is o.lso necessary in facilitating 

the voluntary cooperation of tho people in the ·event of an emer­

gonoy o.nd in renderj.ng offective tho enforcoment of lo.ws and 

reg\ll.it1ons. Considering, ospocio.lly, the stnte of our resources 

o.s well ns our lack of experience in national mobilization, we 

feel keonly the necessity of enacting this lo.w. J~s to existing 

lo.ws on national mCilbilizo.tion, we hnvo the Munitions Industry 

· Mob111zo.tion Law enacted in the 7th 7ear of Taisho (1918)• But 

the pr1ncipo.l aim• or this law is the mobilization of tho dome,st1o 

industrial power for the punpose of mooting the munitions 
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requirements and , t herefore , Jt i .Q. o~iQl.131.J,. inadequate both in its . 
purpose ~nd th~ scope of its provisions, i r. attaining the purpose 

ot the nCltional mobilizat i on which :i: havo alreo.d-t pointed out. 

Moreover, os r ugards the pr esent China Incident , we o. r e , for the 

moment, supplomonting the deficiencies of the Munitj.ons Industry 

lAobilizatton Law o.nd taking other omergoncy men su:-es on t he bo.ais 

of the various provisional lo.w~ with r egard to whlah we previousJ,y 

obtained your sanct1.on. However, i n considerat i on of the possible 

o~entunlity of a situat ion which, according to development s , would 

neoossitnt e greater national controJ. , we reg~~d it a s a matter of 

u~gency that this l aw be er.acted. Tho contents of this bill are, 

on the wh ole, based on matt e rs provi ded for in the Munitions 

Industry l.\obilization Law and in the var:tous provi s iona l lo.we 

relative to the (China. ) Incident. That the bill, in :!.ts form, 

stipulates only the general princi? l os o.nd l oaves the details to 

ordino.nces is due to the difficulty of arranging the d~tails in 

o.dv~nce, o.s its contents a r e subj ect to change according to the e~­

tent of th J situation. From the vory na ture of war,it is necessary 

to take prompt and ? roper measures in conformity with the changes ot 

wartime situation. Moreover , we do not consider it advisable to 

make public the details of those measures bofore they are for-

mula tad from the sto.ndpoint of 9reserving secrets pertaining to 

national defense. 'i'his bill, furthermore , also contains provisions 

which a.re applicable ;11 poacetime . This is beco.use these matters 

requir•1 ?Oacetime or eparations and, o.t t he same time, a r e o.lso 

1nd1sponso.ble in wartime. All items of the provisions of this 
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bill ar~ cloaely re~at~d to one a11oth~r and fo~n on single , ovarall 

atruct,1r e of n& t1.c.r:a: mociliza t. "ion . 'i'he c 0nt.o:.L".;s or t.i;.:i.s bi .Ll 

relate t o suc.h matto:::•:J a ~ por ~-:>n.".1.€i l , 'lr1 sto. 1.J.a.t 1.on~, f·J.nds . ot c. , 

and bavo o. strong r el ationship with tho p~uplo
1

a li~olihood . 

It is o. mg.ttor of t he utmost importnnce, therefore , t~at it bo -o.ppliod o.nd or.forced p1~ope1"l':T . '.l.'he ~1ery f ac t thnt spccto. l provioi·" 1: 

ho.vo boon cro.}o.t0d for n 001.1.bo!'a't.icm C0\1 nc1.l indicates tho bill ' a 

intention to ens'..tre proper onfol"~oment . In sho1·t., nntion&.l 

mob111zr t1on co.n oLt~~n i ts des1rod rosults only by the uni ted 

oooporati on of the whole nation bused upon tho sonse of po.tr1otism 

of the people. Tho Goverr.-nont has he:t''1by i nt rcd·iced the bill, 

bocauso we roO.iiizcd , i n vi ew of tho s i tuation, the need of prov1d,. 

ing a l osal be.sis f or tho cnf.crcomont of. t"..!l t i onal mcbi!i zntlon. 

'l'ho go"Vo1•nmant ~aeaia" il ?aoµa,u ~t ,a..rter due and p1·om9t dcl iboro.­

tion, you will g~~e your ~P?roval to . this bill. 
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