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Minutes of the House of Poerd,
the gsrﬂ Scssion of tho imporial Dlet
Noe 25,

Opencd at 10:14 a.m, (Ypursday) llerch
17 of the 1Zth year of dShowe (190€)

-------------

(State Minister, Prince KCNOYE, Fumimaro, asccnds

rostum)

State Minister (Prince KOﬁOYE, Fumimaro): I will axplain.
the reason for introducing tho Nationel Mobilizetion Bill which
is now the subject under discussion. The so-called aontest of
'ﬁdtional power characterizes modern warfarc. In order to aftain
the war objoctize, tho efforts of a nations army and navy must

“be accompanied b¥ a completc national mobilizaetion set-up. In’
other vords, in tho ovent of war or an incident similar to .war,

" all available resources, both matorial and montal, must bo mobili-
zed, 'not only to ropleplsh the munitions of war dut al#o’to
‘secure tho nationai 1ifo and ronder smooth all national activities
necessary for the prosecution of war and thereby give full end!
:dfrebtive play to total power of tho nation. This is an indigpensa:

"'ble condition to win the victory. This bill has boen: drafted

in consideration of theso facts and provides a basis which would
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- regulations. Considering, oespccially, the state of our resources
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enable the Yovernment to take the nccessary measurcs in case of
war or an incident simllar to war. The generel principlcs of

the authority of the Govurnment which rcquires, when nocessary,
; declaration cof a state of wartimo, may genorelly be arranged
baforehand along with the prougress of the proparctory work in
connoction with naticnal genuracl mobilization if such a basis

has alroady been lald. Therefore, we consider it to be propor

to establish the general principles after obteining the approval
of the Diet, so that the Governmont may be enabled, within the
scope of the provisions, to take such emergency measurcs as would
be consonant with the actual demands of tho wartime situation.
It 1s my belief that a previous understanding of an people of
tho mannor in which the oxercise of the Etate's aunthority is

to be carried ocut with respeit to national gencral meobilization
will not only contribute to expediting the progress of nreparations
for national mobilization but is also necessary in facilitating
phe voluntary cooperation of the pecple in tho -event of an emer-

gonecy and in rendering offoctive tho enforcoment of laws and

as well as our lack of experience in national mobilization, we
feel keonly the necessity of enacting this law, 4s to existing
laws on national mabilization, we have the Munitions Industry

~oMobilization raw enacted in the 7th year of Taisho (1918), But

the principal aim of this law is the mobilization of tho domestic

industrial power for the pumpose of moeting the munitions
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requirements and, therefore, ’11; is omriqnal;,. inadequate both in its
iﬁurpose and the scope of its provisions, ir atteining the purpose
of the national mobilization which I have alfeady pointed out.
Mopeover, as regards the present China Incident, we are, for the
moment, supplementing the deficiencies of the Munitiocns Industry
Mobilization Law and taking other omergency measures on the basis

of the various provisional laws with regard to which we previously
obﬁained your sanctilon. Howevep, in consideration of the possible

eventuanlity of a sitvation which, according to developments, would

necessitate greater national control, we regard it as a matter of
urgency that this law be eracted. The contents of this hill are,
on the whole, based on matters provided for iq the Munitions
Industry Mobilization Law and in the various provisional laws
relative to the (China) Incident. That the bill, in its form,
‘stipulates only the general principles and leaves the details to
ordinnncas 1s due to the difficulty of arranging the detalls in
advance, as its contents are auquct to change according to the ex-
tent of th> situation. From the vory nature of war,it is necessary
to take prbmpt and Droper measures in conformity with the changes of
wartime situation. Moreover, we do not considor it advisable to
make public the details of these measures before they are for-
mulated from the standpoint of nreserving secrets pertaining to
national defense. “Yhis bill, furthormore, alpo contains provisions
which aro applicable in poacetime. This is because these matters
roquirs neacetime preparations and, at the same time, arc also

-1ndlnpensnble in wartime. All items of the provisions of thiq
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pill arc closely rciated to ons anothor and form en single, overall
structure of paticral motilizalion, The contonts of this biil
relate to such watters as porsonnel, 1lnstallationa, funds, ctc.,
and have a strong relationship with tho peuple'a livolihood.

It is a matter of the utmost 1mportnnoe, therefore, thet it bo
applied and enforced propé;xy. lhe Very fact that spocial provisi~a:
nave boen croated for a doliberation covncil indlcates the bill's

intention to ensure proper onforcement. In short, nationel

mobiliz~tion cen oltain its desirod rosvlts only by the united

cooporation of the who}e nation bused upon the sense of patriotism
of the people. The Goverrment has horsby intreduced the bill,
becausc we roéidized, in view of the situation, the need of provids
ing a logal besis for the enfercomont of national mebilizatlone
The gowornmont cornesinp-aongs that gfter duo and promet delibera=

tion, you will give your aporoval to this bill.
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