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INTERNATIONAL MILITA~Y TRIBUNAL FOR TH E FAR EAST 

THE UNITED STATES OF AME RI CA, ot n l 

- v s -

ARAKI, Sadao , et a l 
AFFIDAVIT OF 

~7ATJ~ss , Ry osuko 

WATASB, Ryosu ke , be ing fi r st d uly sworn in aoc orda nco with 
tho customs obso r ved in his na tion , dopos o s nnd statos us .follows a 

That at the p r e sont timo I nm omploy~ d ~y t h o Trkyo 
Mainichi Pres s as a mombo r o.f thoi r sta r r , as Ch ic!' of t ho 
Invoatigation Board of tho :'.:;di t o r Bu r onu . I hn vo bo'ln nskod 
it I am noqun intod with tho nccus od DOHIHARA , Ko nji, n nd if I 
woro rnmilia r with h i s oot ivi tios immodia t o ly followinfi tho 
Lukouchin o Inoido nt of 7 July 1 937 (12th yea r of Sh owa ). 

At tha t timo I hold tho post of Vioo Chiof o f the P o liticn l 
Dopnrtmo nt ~ r tho Os o kn U~ini chi Pross and shortly after 
July 7 , 1 !:137, to bo oxaot o n July 14, 1 937, I arrivod at 
Tiontsin . Tho Chinn Incidont ho.d n ot b oo n s ottlod l o col ly and , 
as I r o ca 11, ono or tho objo ots tho n in mi nd wn s f or tho 
lirm.y to advn nce t C'lwn r ds P "uting . The opo r nti on wns und er tho 
direct o t'mma nd c-f Lt . Gon . KATSUKI , Kiyoshi , who i ni tiated the 
notions and wns in nctivo command of tho o.ffons i vo ope r a ti ons . 
J1s I roca ll, tho r o we r o th roe divisionc , rno uncl'J r tho crm -

1. mand of Gon . TANI , HisaC' , who t ook tho cont r ~ l ·· f!'ons i vo n l "ng 
I tho Ching - Han li no . This wns tho 6th Div i si""l • Lt . Gen . K:.WAGISH I. 
! • Bunznburo was on the right eof tho b or de r botwoon Erpo a nd 

Shnnhsi Pr "v inoes , whi l e Lt . Gon . DOHIPARA mov'ld C'n th'l 10 ft 
in tho d ir3c t i::-n c f Kuan a nd Mnnohi n c , m'lv ing n l mC'st south . 
towa r d Pou tin(; . 

I was atto.chod t ~ the c orro sp ondo nt w ork with the ...__ 
Tani unit a nd c ons e quent ly on tho march to P ou ting I was n ot 

in a positi o n to observe Gone r a l DOHIHl~RA . Howeve r, our 
move was succe ssfu l and with ou t e ncounterin g any ma jor 
oppos ition wo , tha t is tho Tani unit , onterod intc the 
fortress or P outing e n Sepbo rbor 24, 1 937 . The unit 
undor tho r, c ommafl.a W/f Geqtira 1-DOHIFt~.RA, onto r~ d .. .,tho .,f' 'q':ll ow g 
day . As so on a~ r , le arrt~d Gonora l DOnIH/. RA ~a~ a~i d 
I wont to i'flit r ~im at 11.s- oommo.nlt hond~.un rto rs.,~o r 
hold a c on-lre r sa~jqn l as~'ing over 1>; pe ri od of' np p r eoxim ely two 
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hours. Wo hnd mo.ny interrupti ons but I would eta.to thnt 
I talked with him du ri ng that poriod of timo a t lonst ono 
hour, I found him vory e ooporativo , frnnk n nd p"3rfoctly 
willing to answor my quostions . As nonrly o.s quostionc , 
told mo thnt apparently beonuso of tho action c f Jo.pan , 
there was little choice oxoept to oontinuo n n offensive ; 
that aftor tho initio.l stop had boon takon it was foolish 
tci hC1pe that tho atta ck on Pouting wC'uld concludo Japo.n ' s 
action against Chino.; that the o riginal incidont, rogrottablo 
as it was, hod :lroused tho Jo.panoso t o tho p o int whoro 
f urther action unquostiona\ly would have t o bo takon . Ho 
told me that tho Nationa l Govo rnmont would certainly 
continua to rosist and th'\t tho r nly altornntivo was f or 
tho Japanoso Army to withdro.w of its own accord, and it did 
n"t appc:nr that any such acti o n wou ld be takon by th""so 
in coz:imand . When o. s ked h ow far ho bo l io ved Japan would 
hovo t o advance , he answered in substnnco , that sinco such 
oom!itions had ocmo t o pass n s I, 1u: o. eC'rrespondont , 
hod observed, that Japa n h'ls n o way but to c"ntinue to 
attack , because tho Chinose torrit ory is b c- undloss and it 
was imp osslblo r or him t" stato h elf fa r ho bolioved Japa nese 
f Clroes w0u l d bo roquired t «"' go. Ho said there wore many 
groat ~ iff'icultios bof'nr o tho J npanoso and that no hasty 
indGmont c t'.' ul1l bo f or mod . Howovor , ho did state that tho 
Chinoso pub li c , ns distinguishod f'r om tho Contr al Govo rn• 
mont , C" uld not be c cnsi<lo r od ns onomios of Jo.pan anc1 thn t 
to considor thorn ns such WC'uld bo n gro a t mistnke . Bi lioving 
such to bo true , he h ad placod rig id discipline <'n his 
troops with ref'e r onoo t o the trontmont of Chino so civilians; 
that he had warno d his f<'roos n ot t" haras s tho Chinoso 
public o r nC'n -bolligo r onts , nnd th 'l t es poci a lly in tilno <' f 
bnt tlo his s ub or d inatos woro n " t t o injure tho gon'> ral 
foelin g of tho Chinoso public. Ho stntod th'lt it was 
his policy t ~ strictly punish , ty milita r y discipline , 
th ese wh C' conduotod themse l vos in any mnnna r s o a s tC' ho.r11ss 
the pencof'ul r;eno ral public undo r nny situotiC'n that was 
11rt abs ('l lutoly nooossn ry, in ordor t o snfoguard their own 
uvos !lnd prope rty. Ho stated tha t this policy would bo 
put in praotioo within hi:; jurisdiction bocauso Japan sh ruld 
nover cause tho Ge neral Chinoso public to boo omo ho r enomy . 
In short , Gene r al DOHIHARA was deoply worried about tho 
future of the Sin ~ -J apnneso war, was willin{; to talk about 
it , o.nd d isp l ayed , by his actions , his fee l ing s in tho 
mat tor . Ho was g e nu ino ly eonce r nod ove r the o norm " US damage 
whioh wou l d inovitnbly result to the Chine s e public. 
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I wns pn rticula rly impros sod with tho f ~ o t th at Oonoral 
DOHIHARA did n ot disp l a y o. sini; le l'li gn or plensure as o. r1 sult 
ot tho vict ori ous attack on Pcutin g . On tho o ontl'a.ry, I 
obse r vod his doo p wci rry ab out t ho f utu r e "\ G on u sod by th' 
inoidont . At tho samo timo , afte r my intorviow with 
Genoral DOHIHARA , I fe l t tnct I hn d o omo o l t-so r in t ci uch 
with tho r e a 1 nn t u r o "r t ho 3 in o - Jo pa no so vra r than evor 
bef "' r o . I C'lmo tc sori?us ly cona i ~ or that Japa n had n~w 
r eaohod tho mcmont whon sho must r e o '"' nsi rle r the then c u rflo nt 
situ<1ti on . Genoral DORIH:.RJ. ' s interviow had o p r c-fou n ' 
ofi'oct up on my unde r st'lnc.' ing of Sin o-Jananose r o l 3•.i"r'> . 

Subsoquontly I was n~t attnohod to Oonora l QOHIHlRh ' s 
unit but I hod many friends wh o wo r e , and whilo ~ <:: !. • "lrt 
question his sincerity, I was into rostod t r GO" ''''ltho r ho 
weu l d oontinuo tho p olicy t cward s tho Chino r. " ,·:hioh 
ho hl\d outlined . I had many frio nd s wh c wo r J · .~ .• 
DOHIHl.Ri.' s unit fr om time t o ti:no and in ~., ; ·"' , '~nt~ons 
with them they ve r ified th!4t not only did ho i:.t. 1-ry t'U'; tho 
policy , but as a mo.t to r ci r foot so str ict wns ho , .. i+.h 
rero r onoe to his sur"r d inn t os in carrying C' ut t:10 '!'o licy 
which ho h ac1 outline d that tho r o woe often S C'mo rli:'lat isf' acticn 
am ('l ng his " r ot"ns , "\n~ th'lt they somot i mos cponly stntod t o 
tho oorrosoondonts that it appon ro d as th 'lUti h G'lnora l 
DOHIR/.~A l ovorl tho Chinese mo r o tha n he cl i d hi;; :-r"1 ~o lrl io r s , 
nn~ thnt ho mi i;ht t r o'l t thorn f\ litt l e mnr o li'·~r~1-ly , 
espooinl l y in ,.·n r timo . It is truo thoro v1t:'. :-. '

1 l"~r ·~i.·1fa cti t' n 
with Gene r al DOHIH/.Rl. ' s t r oop s o ne that it was p.::c!Wlu 1 ly 
attr ibuted t o the strict contr ol which ho ox'J r ciso<! ·.•ith 
rei'e ronce to the trentmont of non - cC'mb"t '\. •r . It is n ls o 
a f oo t tha t this st r ictness on tho po. rt ('If ~o· ~ r~l D0HIH~ RA 
boc:ime wide ly k n own nmcng the Chino so put;' i." " • it i~ a l so n 
fa ct th" t thoy wou l d r emnin in thoi r h{'lmod whon Gono r 'l l DOH IH&R/, 
made an ndvanco int o thei r t'3 rr :itc- r y • /1s a r osu lt c- f thn t 
t roatmont , it is n l:s n t r uo th . t ono Chino so publi c suppliod 
pr C'visi ons a nil l abo r '\ nc1 ...,t,... .. r ,.;iso nss isterl Ge neral D CH IH.~ R .. 's 
unit . 
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On thi-: 19 day of Au~ust 1947 

At Toky_:_ 

D:i'O NB?IT Ry oauko "''I.Tl. SE (so n l) 

!{J. 

I , ~injirc- OPTOO ho roby c o r tify t" .... t t ho l'\t"·J'o 
st:itomon wt.r· -·r-:-0:; tho Doponot, wh o n f!'i <o" 1·:: si c~(l tur'> 
~ nd SO'\l thor c'to ir1 tho p r oson co of t h::; witr . ..-:"'. 

On tho samo doto 

~'li tno s s s 't.I~ 
( s i g nod ) R. "li lrr OTJTO'G (soo l) 

0 1
• 'i'1: 

In ccct'r danco ·ui th i"1:f c on-icior co I s wo a r t o tel l the 
\':he-le t r ut h "1ithh o l c! i n· r~--t.-.ir.; , tvl '\ 'l''ing nothin(; . 

/:;/ Ry osuY.c ~··.,,, .. ,..~ 
t~~ . "'"" •, ( sea l) 
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