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DEF. poc, #2107

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

-vs-
AFFIDAVIT OF
ARAKI, Sadao, et al WATLSE, Ryosuke

WATASE, Ryosuke, being first duly sworn in accordance with
the customs observed in his nation, deposos and statos as followsy

That at the presont time I am omploysd by tho Tokyo
¥ainichi Press as a mombor of theoir staff, as Chicf of tho
Investigation Board of tho Zditor Burecaus I have boon asked
if T am acquainted with the acousod DOHIHARA, Konji, and if I
wore familiar with his anctivities immodiately following tho
Lukouchiao Incident of 7 July 1937 (12th year of Showns.

At that timo I hold tho post of Vice Chiof of the Political
Dopartmont -f tho Osaka Mainichi Press and shortly after
July 7, 1937, to bo oxact on July 14, 1937, I arrivod at
Tiontsins Tho China Incidont had not boon sottlod locally and,
as I rocall, onc¢ of the nbjocts then in mind was for the
Army to advance towards Pouting. The operation was under the
direct command cf Lt. Gen. KATSUKI, Kiyoshi, who initiated the
actions and was in active command of the offonsive operations.,
As I rocall, thore were throe divisione, tno undar the com=-
mand of Gone TANI, Hisac, who took tho central ~ffensive nlong
the Ching~Han line. This was the 6th Division, Lt. Gen. AWAGISHI,
Bunzabure was on the right of tho border botwoen Hope and
Shanhsi Provinces, while Lt., Gon. DOHIFARA movad on tho 1loft
in the dirsction of Xuan and Manching, moving almost south.
toward Poutinge.

I was attached to the correspondeont work with the
Teni unit and consequently on the march to Pouting I was not
in a position to observe General DOHIHARA. However, our
move was successful and without encountering any major
cpposition we, that is the Tani unit, entered intc the
fortress of Pouting con Sepborbor 24, 1937, The unit
under thokfa'b_ﬁrﬁgp L‘Iff‘ Ge ﬂ@"ﬁ'l_DOHIH{rR'A\ engored ithewlqll ow
daye 4s sjoon aft Lllearded Gonoral DORIHARA‘had aﬁ'
I wont tolwis it_r_hijﬁ at I{Ls-»commanﬁf hendg_uartbi"s,...
hold a co ersaﬁ?.qffl las€ing over A period of approxim
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hoursse We had many interruptions bdbut I would state that

I talked with him during that poriod of time at least ono

hours I found him vory oooperative, frank and parfoctly

willing to answer my questionse. As nearly as quostions,

told mo that apparently because of the action of Japan,

there was little choice except to continue an offensivos

that after the initial step had boon taken it was foolish

to hope that tho attack on Pouting would concludo Japan's

action against China; that the original incident, regrottablo

28 it was, had aroused the Japanese to tho point whero

further action unquostiona®ly would have to be takon. He

told me that the National Government would certainly

continue to rosist and that the cnly alternative was for

tho Japancse Army to withdraw of its own accord, and it did

not appear that any such action would be takon by thrso

in commands When asked how far ho bolieved Japan would

havo to advance, he answered in substance, that sinco such

conditions had come to pass as I, as a ocrrespondent,

had observed, that Japan has no way but to continue to

attack, bscause the Chinose territory is boundloss and it

was impocssbble for him tn state hoW far he belicved Japanese

forces would be roquired teo goe He said there wore many

great 2ifficultiecs beforo the Japaneso and that no hasty

indgment cculd bo formed. However, ho did state that the

Chinose public, as distinguished from tho Contral Govern=

mont, cruld not be censideroed as onomies of Japan and that

to considor thom as such would bo n greoat mistake, Bdlicving

such to be true, he had placod rigid disciplino con his

troops with referenco to the troatmont of Chinese civilians;

that he had warned his forcos not tc harass the Chinoso

public or non-belligerents, and that espocially in timo of

battle his subordinates were nort to injure the genoral

feeling of the Chineso public. Ho stated that it was

his policy to strictly punish, by military discipline,

these who conductod themselvos in any manner so as to harass

the peaceful gencral public undor any situatiorn that was

Tft nbso&utolg necoss ry, in order to safeguard their own
ves and propertye o' stated that this policy would be

put in praotice within his jurisdiction bocause Japan shruld

nover cause the general Chinese public to bocomo her enemy.

In short, Genoeral DOHIHARA was deeply worried about the
future of the Sinc-Japanese war, was willing to talk about
{t, and displayed, by his actions, his feelings in the
mattor. He was genuinely concerned over the onorm~us damage
which would inovitably result to the Chinese public.
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I was particularly improssed with tho fapt that Gonoral
DORIHARA did not display a single aign of pleasure as a rgsult
of the victorious attack on Pcutinge On the aontrary, I
observed his deop worry about the future as caused by the
incidents At the same time, after my interviow with
General DOHIHARA, I feclt thet I had come cleoser in touch
with tho real nature of tho 8ino-Japancse war than ever
beferes I came teo seriously consider that Japan had now
reached the mement when sho must reconsider the then curfont
situation, Genoral DOHIEARA's interviow had a profound
effect upon my understanding of Sino-Janancse reolaticrs,

Subsequently I was not attached to Genoral DOHIHARL's
unit but I had many friends who were, and while I ¢i7 not
question his sincerity, I was interostod tr so~ 1hather ho
would continue the poliocy tcwards the Chinor: -- > which
ho had outlinedes I had many frionds who wora - il
DOHIHARA's unit from time to time and in my <..vi-intions
with them they verified that not only did ho curry ou% the
policy, but as a matter of fact so strict was he with
reforonce to his subordinates in carrying ocut the nolicy
which ho had outlined that thoro was often some dirsatisfacticn
among his *roons, and that they sometimes cponly stated to
tho corrospondonts that it appoared as though Goneral
DOHIHARA love? the Chineso mors tham he did his owq soldiers,
and that ho might troat thom a little more literally,
especially in war timee It is true there was Zie=riisfaction
with Genoral DOHIHARA's troops and that §t was gonerally
attributod to the strict control which ho ¢xoprcised with
referonce to the treatment of non-combatantrs It is also
a fact that this strictness on the part of Gonoral DOKIHARA
became widely known amcng the Chineso pub’ie an' it is also a
fact thnt they would remain in their homes whon Gonoral DCHIH&RA
made an advanco into their toerritorye A4s a rosult of that
troatment, it is also true that éne Chinese public supplied
provisions and 8abor and »th-f wisc assisted General DCHIH.R.'s

unit.
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On this 19 day of Aucust 1947

At Tokvn

DEPONENT Ryosuke ATLSE

Jhd A
1, Kinjiro OET00 h

statemont wur -
°nd seal thoren

eroby cortify that the abeve
.}-':" the D')‘..';(;‘not. who afficas #

4

in tho presence of this witn. -

On tho same date

' nl
At Tolkvo

.’l/ﬁ.
Witnosss (signed) E'niir- OuTO® (senl)

In acecordance with
whele truth withholdin -

*ience . I swear to tell the
nd adding nothing,

/s/ Ryosuke W.iTAST (saal)_
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