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NOTE ON THZ DIGSCLUTIC: OF THE FROVISION.L GOVERNLENT

OF TIEITSIN

This document is the liotc of tlie Represontetives

of the Tive Povwers Ironze, Gerriny. *niirnd,

Ttely cddressed to Fuolnse Ch'iag, Cnvicase
Plenipotentirry, under detz of Jjuly L5, 1902,
token from the "Trecties rnd Joveesents vith and
coneerning Chine, 1894-1919,% ccmpiled ond cdlited
by Meclurray, edition of 1921, pp. 278 - 28L.

In eonnection with the hending beek to the Chinese euthoritics of the
edministretion of Tientsin (ns to which see For. Rel. of the U. S., 1902,
pp. 184-201), the representrtives of the five Fowers meintcining the

provisionel government of that port (nomely, Frence, Cermeny, Crcet Pritein,
Itely end Jepen) cddresscd to the Chincse Coverament, under dete of July 15,
1902, identicel notes of the following tcnor:

"T have the honor to acinowledge the recoipt of Your Fizhroess' notc of
the 5th instont, inclosing copy of o letter from his excalleney the viceroy
yuan, urging rcesons why the cdministretion of the city of Ticntsir should
be hended beek to his excelleney ¢t &n early dotc.ns

"In reply I hove the honor to state to Your Fighnces thet, in eccord
with my colleagucs representing powers thot still hove delegetes on the
council of the Ticntsin provisional government, T am nuthcrizcd by my
Government to consent to the dissolution of thot body, provided that the
Chincse Government signifies its cdherence to the following pronositions:
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"By srticle VIII of thc finel protocol of September 7, 1901, it wes
declored thot the Chinese Government ogrecd to have the forts et Tecku: end
others which might interfoere ik fno sorunice*ione between Peking cad the
scc, demolished; ~nd i* wos - S0cd thlh oorar curuais hed been mede for this
purpose.”

*"The Chincce plenipotenticrice heving oxpressed to the diplometic body
thoir desire to be relicved of the dirocet respeonsibility for carrying out
this crticle, the representetives of the signateory wewers intrusted the work
to the Ticntsin provisionel goverament. IS i3 iicc vnt ontirely completed.
In orﬁcr’thcreforc,to insurec the fulfillment of this crticle, I heve the
honor to prorosc to Your Fipghacss thet the work of demolition shcll, from
the moment of the dissoiution of the Tisntsin provisionsl government, be
pleccd in the hends of the G.0.C.'s ¢t Tientsin, the neccsscry funds being
provided out of the monoyse then romeining in the trecesury of the Ticntsin
provisioncl government."

"By .rticlc IX of the semc protorel it is provided thet the poviers shell

heve the right of ccoupy nZ setain 20iis hetiesn ¥eking ond the sea, of
which the whole toim of Tientsin ig onc. Consoquently, after the dissolution
of thc 7ientsin provisionsl rovernncnt, Jorcign troops will continue, &8
hitherto, to bec strtionecd there, in the plocez caiwily ccevpied by them,
their supnlies of 21l sorts continving, as et nrescnt, to be exempt from

8ll taxes or dues vhatsocver. They will have the right of cerrying on field
¢xoreices ond rifle preetice, ete., without informing the Chinese anthoritics
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except in the casec of fcux de gucrre.”

"It is decsireble, howecver, to avoid os frr es possible cccasions of
collision between thc forzign troonz cnd thosec of Chine. I propose, thercfore,
thet with this cbject the Chinese Govornmont shcll »ndertcke not to stction
or mereh ony troons within 20 Chinese 1i (6 2/3 Enzlish miles) of the city or
of the troops stotioncd ot Ticntsin; further, in corrcspondencs exchenged
between the foreigm representctives c¢ad the Chincse plenipotenticries, of
whom Your 'ighness wes one, pravieus to the signfturc of the prctocol, it wes
cgroed thet the jurisdiction of the commendcrs of the posts to be estebliched
elong thre line of cormunicotions should extend to o distence of 2 miles on
githor side of th~» rcilvry, end this errengement ousht to be mcinteined as
long ¢s the linc of posts espocificd in /riticle I4A of the protocol continue

to bc occupicd.”

T om willing, howvever, in concert with my collecgues, to conzent thet
the viceroy should have the right of meinteining e personcl bodyguerd in the
city of Tizntsin not excceding in number 300 men; ond clso thet his execllency
mcy meintein en officient body of river police elong the river, oven wherc it
rung vwithin the 2-milc limit chove mentioncd.n

*The dcmolition ¢f the forts implics an obligotion upon Chine not to

rceonstruct thom, cnd the scme obligetion anplics to the .wells of Ticntsin
city, wvhieh, during thec troublcs cf 1600, srecre mod a: &8 g fortification
dirccted cgeinst the sccurity of the forcign scttlements. We ecn not, however,

consent th~t the Chincsc Govornment csteblish meritire dofenses ot the mouth
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of the "ciho ¢t Chingwongtso or at Shanheoikuen.'

e propgsc thet the cecounts of revenus and expenditure of thc Tientsin
provisioncl poverrrant be audited by two eompetent persons, one to be chosel
by the G.0.C's ~t "1--tuyin, the other by the vieuroy, and the balence, cfter
deduction of thc sum reguired to completec the demolition of the forts, be
hended over to the provineirl trecsury.”

"Your Mighness will no doubt think it right to egrce thet no Chinese
subjeet vho hes boen in the service of the Tientsin provisioncl covernment or
of the forcign contingent shell be in eny wey molsosted on the ground of such
servicc.®

"Chincse sutjcets in the emplo; of the forcign forees on the lines of
communication till be provided with certifiectcs of identity. It cppears to
me neccasory thot the Chincse Governmont should edmit thet in cesc eny such
Chinesc person cormits en offcnce the commendent in vhose service he is
should heve the »ight of punishing him or of honding him over to Chincse
cuthorities es moy, in his epinion, be bsst cclculoted to sccure the ends of
justice.”

*"The right of forcign trocps to oceupy sumancr querters when necessary
ought, in my opinion, to be reec ;rized.”

*! list of 'nexpircd nunishmente imposzd by the Tientsin provisional
government swill be furaished vhen the body is dissolved to the provincicl
governent, which ought to underteke to ecrry them out. No ccetion cither
eriminel or civil, ~djudicated By the provisionel govornment cen cver be
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of the "ciho et Chingwengtoo or at Shenheikuen.®

e propi‘:se thet the cccounts of rovenus and expenditure of thc Tientsin
provisioncl goversroat be audited by two eompetent persons, one to be chosel
by the G.0.C's ~t =1-:15in, the other by the vieoroy, end the balance, efter
deduction of thc sum required to complete the demolition of the forts, be
hended over to the provineisl trecsury.t

"Your Fighness will no doubt think it right to egrce thet no Chincse
subjcet ho hes bocen in the service of the Tientsin provisioncl covernment or
of the forcign contingent shell be in eny wey molzsted on the ground of such
service."

"Chinesc sutjcets in the emplo; of the forcign foreces on the lines of
communication till be provided with certificctcs of identity. It eppeers to
me nececgsery thot the Chinese Governmont should odmit thet in casc eny such
Chinesc porson cormits en offunce the commondent in vhose service he is
ghould hove the right of punishing him or of hendimg him over to Chincse
cuthorities &s my, in his epinion, be bsst cclculated to sccure the cnds of
justice."

*The right of forecign trocps to ocecupy surmcr querters when hecessery
ought, in my opinion, to bec recc rized."

! 1ist of 'mexpired nunishmente impoezd by the Tientsin provisional
movernment will Le furnished vhen the body is dissolvcd to the provincicl
government, which ought to underteke to ccrry them out. No cetion cither
eriminal or civil, sdjudiceted by the provisionel govornment cen cver be
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cpened onew."

"The orehives of the Tientsin provisioncl government T. consider should
be intrustcd to the senior consul, and cpplicction can be made to him by eny
person cntitled to consult them."

"'s reperdg toxction, I consider thot the inhebitente of the city end
distriet should be rcierded as hoving discherped their duty to the Chinese
Govirnmcnt during the period of the céntinurnce of the administretion of the
Tientsin provisionel goverament end that no erreers ought to be demonded of
them under this hcading."

"Such crc the proposcls which I consider i8 my duty to plece before
Your Highnces for the cceeptotion of the Chinese Government, and I have the
honor to dcelerc that I cm reedy to consent to the dissolution of the Tientsin
provisicinl goverament four wecks after I recceive from Your Highnoss an
intimation thet they cre cecepted. I have only further to requecst that Your
Highness will be so good as to decsignate the officiel to vhom formnl delivery
of the city cnd district con be mode by the council of the Tientsin provisionnl
government "

"T have, etc."
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Stctement of Source end Juthenticity

I, H.Y.SHI, Xroru, Chief of thc .rchives Secction, Jepenecee Foreign
Office, hercby certify thet the docurent hercto nttoched in Znzlish
consisting of 5 pc_es end entitled #IICTE Cl: Q1L DISSOLUITO:, OF Ti.Z FhOVIGSION.L
GOVER! 1ENT OF TIENTSIL." is en exrct end true cxeerpt from "THRETIES ..D

LGFEEMENTS ¥ITH ..D CONCERNILG CHIN., 1894-1919, MACHURRY, VOLUIZ I, 1L4CHU

FERIOD (1P9L4-1911)" whieh is in the custody of the Jo.cnese Forcign Cffice.

Certified et Tolkyo,

on this 10th dey of April, 1947.

(gimed) (. HAY..SII

Signetur-: of COfficiel

Witness: (signed) _K. URLEE

PURL.: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/a512c7/




