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793.94/1946
The Jepanmese Embassy to the Departmemt of State

STLTEI'ENT ISSUED AFTER EXTRAORDINARY CABINET MEETING
September 24, 1931,

(1) Tre Jepanese Governmemt “as comstently been
exercising homest endeavors in pursuance of its
settled policy to foster friendly relations between
Japan and Chine end to promote the common prosperity
and well-being of tre two ccuntries, Unfortunately,
the conduct of cfficiels emd individucls of C-ina,
for some yeers pest, has been such that our netional
sentiment hes frequently been irritated. In particu-
lar, unpleasamt incidemts “eve teken plece cne after
ano%“er in regions of iamchuria and Mongolia in

which Japan ls imterested in especial degree until
an impression hes gained streggth in the mimds of
the Jepanese pecple trat Japan_s fair and friemily
attitude 1s not being reciprocated by C-ime in like

spirit., Amidst an ztmosp“ere of perturbation and
eanxiety thus creeted a detachmemt of Chinese trcops
destroyed trecks of t»e Soutw ! anchurian Keilway

in the vieinity of Mikden and attacked our rallvey
guarcs at midnight of September 18th, A clesh
between Jepamese and Chinese troops t*en took place,

(2) Thre sitvetion became criticel s tve number
of Jepanese guards stetiomed elong tve entire rail-
wey did mot then exceed ten thousamd four “undred
while there were in juxteposition some two hundred
twenty thousend Cimese soldiers. licreover,
hundreds of trousamds of Jjcpemese residents were
placed in Jeoperdy. In order to forestall immin-
ent disaster the Japanese ermy hed to zet swiftly.
The Chimese soldiers, gerrisoned in neighboring
locelities, were disermed and t»e duty of meintain-
ing peece and order wes left in.t“e “ends of the
locel Chinese organizetions under tve supervision
of the Japanese troops,

(3) Trese measures “aving been teken, our
soldiers were mostly wit“drawn within the railwey
zome, T-ere still remain some detsebments in
Mukden amd Kirin a number of men in & few
other places. Buti¥. . does r stete of militery
occupetion as such exist. Reports trat Japanese
autrorities “ave seized customs or salt gabelle
office at Yimgkou or that they have taken control of
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Crinesc reiliicys betvecn Supingkel end C-engerictun
or bet cen llukden rnd Sim intun rre entircly untrue,
nor s tre story of our troops hcving ever teen
sent north of Chcrngechun or into Crhicntro eny
foun’ction in frct,

(4) Tvre Jopere sc Govern: ent ob ¢ spceicl cebinet
reeting Biptca ber 19th took Cecision tvrt ¢11l nossible
cfforts s“oulld be rcde to prevent crgrevetion of t e
siturtion rnd instnuctions t» t*ct effect were
given to t-e corrender of tve lizne-uricn gerrison.

It 1s true t-rt ¢ Ceteeriient we: Cesprtered fren
Chengetun to Kirin Septenber 21st, but it wes not

wit*» ¢ vie'r to rilitery occupr tion but only for t*-e
purpése of rcnoving t-e rencce of tre South licnexurien
Reilwey on “lenk. .85 soon ¢s t-rt objcet “rs been

ett 1ncd t*e bulk of our cctechient vill be wit™drcwn,
It ey be zicded tret vile a rixed brigede of four
trousrn’ 1ren wrs sent fron Korer to join tre
litnerurien grrrison the toterl nuber of men in tre
gerrison ¢t tre present still rercins witrin tre

1iridt sct by t-e trecety end thet feet cernnot

therefore be regeriel £s *eving in eny viey eccec to txe
seriousness of tc interne ionel situction.

(5) It icy be superfluous to repcet t-at thc
Jepenese Governrent “crbors ne teriitoricl designs
in ienchuric. Wwet we desire 1s thet Jepenese
subjcets s»ell te encbled to s:rfely cngcge in
verious perceful pursuits ¢nd be ¢iven ¢n opportunity
for pcrticipeting in tre dcevelopnient of thet lend
by ieens of cepitel ¢cnd lebor., It is the proper Cuty
of ¢ governr ent to protcet t-e rigrts tn intercsts
lcgiti: - tely enjoycd by tre nction or indivicduels,

T“e cncecvors of tre J prnesc Governrent to suerd thc
Sout* iirnc*turien Rcilwey cgrinst wenton cttrcks wovlcd
b< viewced in no ot'er lig-t, T»c Jcpcnesc Govern cnt,
truc to csteblisved policy, 1s prcpercd to coopercte
with t-e Chinesc Govcrnren% in orcder to prevént t'e
prescent inecident fror ¢ cfcloping into ¢ discstrous
situction betwecn trc two countries &nd to work out
such constructivc plens es will oncc for £11 ereiicecte
ccused for future friction. Twe Jeprnesc Govern«nt
would be rore tren gretified if tre prescnt Cifficulty
could be broug*t to & solution w“ic» 111 give ¢ new
tarn to rutuel rclections of t'e¢ two countrics.
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The Ambessedor in Jepen (Forbes) to the Sceretrry of Stete

(Parcphrese)

TOLYO, Novenber 24, 1931-10 p.r.
(Received Noverber 24-11:45 a.r.)

234. +%» reference to the telegrems of t“e Pepcrtnent.
At 6 o'clozk tvis cvcning I conveyed thc purport of your
ricsscges to breron Gride-ere, The gttitude of the Fcreign
Minister wrs wholly concilictory end corciel. “e¢ rede
the stetercnt that the Prenler, the scerctery of Very
Ive Chicf of Ttafy, end Ve exc egiced t'ot towerds
Chinchow thire s-cll be no nostile opcrrtions, end orders
reve been issued Yo tret effcut. Tre cleusc in tre dreit
proribiting »ostilitics he egreces to, tut is insistent
thet Jepenesc citizens nust be protected by Jepencse
troops egeinst nareuding bendits wrich infest tre
country. Tn th“is rcspeet the situation is cxtrerely
difficult as t-cse r.en who ere actuelly ncrmbers of
rierauding bands clein to bc soldicrs onc dey end eppeer
in citizens clothcs the ncxt. T-ere will %»¢ no oljection
on the pert of Jepszn, he strtes, if rostilities were
defined es opnerations betwcen netional ermics. Twe exeact
wording I »eve not underteken to quotc. The retention
of troops &t Tsatsi»er he sggtes vrs no politiecl
significcnce; cnd 1ts purpose 1s purcly for picking up
the decdy collceting tre frosthitten rnd wounded, ond
effceting ¢ vecartion. Witr t»c therrnorcter 30 degrecs
below zcro, troops hrve operctcd over gn cxtenden cree
vith grect suffering. The necessity for colleection rnd
cering for the sufferers-r netter of drys-i1s the recsen
for tre delcys when pressed he could not rive ne tre
nu:iber of decys but seys “e is rlso in conplete cgreement
with the officers of the VWer Dep: rtrent in the policy of
this cvecuction; he cleins thet the fig-ting reported in
progress todcy is not neer Chinchow enéd is nercly to
drive off o force of i@ncdits, not cxcecding 2,008,
threctening to cut tre South llenchurien Reilwey.

FORBES
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THE ALBASSADOR IN JAPAN (FORBES) TO THE SECRRTARY OF STATE
(Paraphrase)
TOKYO, December 22, 1931--2 p.m,
(Received December 22--5:43 a.m.,)

273. Saturday after Inukai called at the Embassy and I quoted the words
of an observer who had told me that in Manchuria Japan was creating a
situation which vas fraught with the certainty of future war, for with the
alienation of Manchurian sovereignty China would not rest a gun. I was
assured by Inukai that never would Japan allow such a situation to arise
and never would Chinese sovereignty be aired. He reiterated that Japan
merely desired the protection of Japanese persons and interests, and
expressed the expectation that with the restoration of order and improvement
in the means of transportation in Manchuria there would be greatly increased
influx of Chinese inhabitants,

In the meantime, active preparations are continuing for further
operations in hanchuria where a free hand seems to have been given to the
military,

FORBZS






