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793. 94/1946 

The JapaDBse Embassy to t"'e Department of State 

STJ.TEI'ENT ISSUED AFTER EXTRAORDINARY Ct.BINET l!:EETING 
September 24, 1931. 

(1) The Jepanese Gcvernmemt "'as ccll'Stently been 
exercising hoDBst endesvor~ in pursuance of its 
settled policy to foster friendly relations between 
Japan and China end to promote tht common prosperity 
and well-being of t,._e two ccuntries. unrortunately, 
the conduct of cfficiels cmi individurls of C"'ina, 
tor some y~ers pEst. has been such thct our netional 
sentiment nts frequently been irritated. In particu­
lar, unpleasemt incidemts "'eve taken pltce one after 
anot"'er 1n regions of Lalt'Cnuria and l:ongolia in 
Which Japan ls imteres ted in especiGl degree until 
an impression n£s gained streggth in the. m1mis of 
the Jepanese people t"'at Japan s fair and friemlly 
attitude is not beinr l'eciprocated by C"'ina in like 
spirit . Amidst en etmosp'"'cre ot perturbation and 
anxiety t,..us creeted a detnchmemt of Chinese troops 
destroyed trecks of tl--e Soutl-1 } anc'"'urian Railway 
in tl'le vicinity of lfukden and ottacke.d our railway 
guarc~ s at midnight of September 18t~ . A clesh 
between Jepaimse and Chinese troops t"'en took place. 

(2) T~e situation became criticFl es t "'e number 
of Jcpanese guu~ds stetioned elong t~e entire rail­
way did J1Dt t"'en exceed ten t"'ousamd four hundred 
w"'ile tliere were in juxtaposition some- two hundred 
twenty ti..oustind C"'inese soldiers. l.oreover, 
"'undreds of t"'ousamis of Jcpanese residents were 
placed in jeoperdy. In order ~o forestall immin­
ent disaster tne J apanese ermy ned to act swiftly. 
Tne Chinese soldiers, gerrisoned in neig'hboring 
locelities, were disermed end t"'e duty of maintain­
ing peace and order was l eft in_t~e 'hends of tne 
local C'iinese organizations under t~e supervision 
of t"'e Japanes6 troops. 

(3) T~ese measures ,..aving been taken, our 
soldiers were mostly wit~drawn within tne railway 
zone . T1 

.. ere still remain some detachments in 
Mukden ami Kirin and.~ number of men in e fsw 
otner places. But~. · · does r- stE te of military 
occupetion as such exist. Reports t~at Japanese 
aut~orities '"'ave seized customs or salt gabelle 
office at Yingkou or tnat tney have taken control of 
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0--incsc r r i l·.·• y s b( t• <.e n Sup i nf ltr i End C'· c.ngc"" i r tun 
e r be.. t· ccn 1 :ukl~€..n r nd Siru i n t un rrc. cntirc..ly untrue , 
nor ~rs t "'c.. s t ory of our troops 'hrving Ever bc..En 
s ent nortl-i of Cl--cn E,; chun or into C""i<ntro r ny 
foun 'r tion in f eet . 

( 4) Tnc. J<..pc n:: s c Gov c. r ru (.nt C' t r s pccirl cr binct 
~c..c..tinf S: pt c1 b~ r 19th t ook ~cc ision t'hct ell noss i bl e 
efforts s•-ou1"· be. r·c c' c. t o pr event r ~ t; r r vction of t 1· c. 
si tur ti on r·n<: i nstnuctions t) t 1-r t c.ff (.ct wer e 
gi vcn t o t'-c co:·1 r n l· er of t "'c I:r nc'·uric n gc rrison . 
It is true. t""r t c " c t r c"-: :c..nt \Jr ~ c. spr tc \..E. (~ fr~1 · 
C'-'c ngc"'un t o Kirin Scpt cnbcr 21st, but it ·.1<:: no t 
\'Ii t'- r vi e.-· t o ; il j t r ry occu pr tion bu t only f or t•-e 
purpt. se: of rc.."mvi nf t'·c. r c.n£ cc. of t'"c South I r nc"'urir n 
Rt ilnr y on ~lrnk . , ,s soon r s t '·rt obj ect "rs bEc..n 
r tt in(;(' t'-c. bu l k of our c: c. t c c'h1 c.nt •;•111 be ,,.,i t '·c~ r:- v .. n . 
It · r y be r · ' c.. ( t,...,c t · ·l-ilc c r- ixec"! brigcc~ E of f our 
tnous~n · 1 en urs s ent fron Kor c..r t o j oin t""c 
I :r nc '"'uricn (.;' r I i s on t 'h<. t o t r 1 nU? bc. r of r·c.n in t 1-c 
r r rri son r t t'hc. pre sent still r a r ins vit'-in t "'c 
Iii.it sc. t by t '· e trc. c. ty enc t\.. r t f eet cr nnot 
t ""'c r t f ort. be. r e gr- r\~c ,' rs ' r vinf in t ny Hf'Y r c' ( cc~ to t '- c 
s criou snc..ss of t~c intc. rnr i onr l situr tion . 

( 5) It 1 r y be superfluous to rcpc.ct t~ot t~c 
Jrpr nc sc.. Govcrm:e:nt ~r rbors no tEr ~ itoritl ~csisns 
in i rnc"'uri~ . W"'rt uc desire is thr t J t prnosc 
subjc..cts s~rll ~c Enc blc ~ to s t fcly cngrgc in 
v r rious pcr ccful pursuits e n~ be i ivcn en opportuni ty 
f or pr- rticipr tinf in t""e l~ cv clopncnt of thc t l r nf 
by ; cr ns of crpitc l e n~ lrbor . It is tnc pr o per f uty 
of r gover n; cnt t o pr ot ec t t ""<. rir l--ts en int er es ts 
lcgiti: ' t cly c.nj oyLd by t~c nr tion or in~ivi~ucls . 
T,...,c. cnc: u vors of t\.. c J prnEs c Gov<.rru .e:.nt t o r u;- r c' t "" c 
Sout"' ; ~ ncl-urirn Rr i l\WY r gr ins t ur nton rtt ' cks woul~ 
bt vi ev:c.t~ in no ot · e r lir ,..., t . T"' l J r pr nc sc Govern: ( nt, 
true to c~ trbli s "'u' pol i cy is prcp! rc c~ t o coopLr r t c 
wit"" t '-c. Cl-iinc. s c Gove:.r rr·Eni in or~cr to pr cvdnt t ~ c 
pr csc.nt inci~cnt fror: c' cf c. l opinf into ( cisc ~ trous 
si tur tion b e.. t Hccn t ,,..c. t 1.•10 count1 i P. s c:nd t o ;-1ork out 
suer- cons tructive. pl r ns l' s rdll onc e. f or r.11 e r r ( icr te 
ccu sca f or futur e friction . T"- E.. J <. p:- nc sc Govcrn:-·, nt 
woulC: b e. r·.or£. t l- r n grr tifict~ if t "'E.. pn.s cnt ( ifficul ty 
could be. brout '- t t o e s olution \'I'· icl-- ·. ill [ i V E. r n c•:•1 
mrn to ? utuc-1 r r l r tions of t '· c two countric.s . 
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793.94/2~ 56 : Telcgrrn 

The J.nbtssrdor in Jrp~n (Forbes) to tkc Sc.crctrry of Strtc 

(Parcp'hrr sc) 

TOl~YO , Novcnbcr 24, 1931-10 p. r. . 
(Received NOVlT bcr 24-11:45 n.r .) 

234 . W!~k rEfErcnce to t~c tel&grrns of t,_E ~eprrtncnt . 
ht 6 o'clo~k t~l3 evening I convcy'G t~c purport of your 
r.c.ssr ges t o Er r o!l r.~ic1L ,_r r".' . T~_C":,.. f.it~t)~dc:__'Jf t.:,c. Fe reign 
Mini s ter '·"':- s _ _.!::=~ll.Y_ ~'?.n.~~J.i,;_t..9tY __ r_~1£L ~'?.::-:f'..:!:?.L_'.:~£.£ 
t 'hc str t~r ;_n_';_~':r'.'1: ~ "'.: Pr~r."'.t;!_'"-~-::,_(?y.:_r_c.1cr.L_cf J!.£.4 
t'-'c C'hief of" 2-taff . c. re.~ "'·c. t't'c r.'!:i 1 Lc1 t' ct 7ovrrr ., 
C'hinc'ho\'I th : re ·5.:::-1J:pc ·-n~ _'!.o~.if.ic opc::-r"tioiis, e:id orctrs 
~eve been i3suc.~ t 0 t~st cffcJt . T~c cleusc in tkc. drrft 
prohibiting hosti~itics 'he rgrecd t o, tut is insistent 
tl--et Je.pe.ncsc. ci tizcns r:ust be protE.ctcd by Jcprncsc 
troops cgeinst ~arruding bPndits w~ich infest t'he 
count~y . In t,_is rcspLct t~c situction is Gxtru:cly 
diffd:cul t as t'·csc r.En who ere ectuelly r.c1bc.rs of 
~erauding bends cltin to be soldiers one d~y end e.ppc~r 
in citizens clotkcs t~t nc.xt ~ T~crc will ~c. n0 o~jEction 
on t'hc pert of J~pcn 1 ~c strtcs, if kostilitics were 
defined as opE. r~tior.s 1'ctwce.n n£' tionel c mies . T""t exr.ct 
wording I ~eve not un~ crt~~cn to auotc. Tkc retention 
of troops et Tsitsi~rr ~L cc~tcs ~·s no politicrl 
significr ncc; rnd its ~urposc ls p~rc~y fo~ pi~~~ng up 
the dee cl , collc~: tir.g t~e f .."os t:,1 t ten rnd wounf.t.G , rnd 
effecting ( vr c·.i:-tion. \'lit"' t'"c ll-.ernor:ctcr JJ cegr€c.s 
be.low zero; t;.oops k:-vE ope:!'r t<.c' over rn cxtcnc'!cn c rec 
v•i th gre.r t suf fe.ri'r'lfi.. The ncc i:ssi t,y for collc~tlon r nd 
ccrint for t'h~ suffErers-r nrtter of Cr ys-1s t~e r e.rson 
f or t"-c d€lcy ; \l'-cn ;>rcsse:d 'he coulc! not f ivc nt t""e 
nu: ?bcr of c~rys but srys ,_E. is r lso in co!';plc. te r.greea€nt 
witk the offic€rs of t~e Wrr De.p:rtrent in t~e policy of 
this cvrcurtion; ~e. clcins t~rt t'h e fif,..ting reporte~ in 
progrtss todr y is not necr Ckinc~ow ~n~ is ~ercly to 
drive off r:. f orce of ;l:'~nc its , not exc<:.c.ding 2,00~ , 
thrE~te:ning to cut tk£ South Mcnckurirn Rrilw~y . 

FORBES 
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793 .94/3285:Telegram 

THE Al.J3HSSADOR IN JJ\Pd~ (iORBES) TO THE S!:C1~ARY OF STATE 
(Paraphrase) 

TOKYO, December 22, 1931--2 p.m. 
(Received Deceuber 22-- 5:43 a .m. ) 

273 . Saturday after Inukai called at the Emba~sy and I quoted the words 
of an observer who had told me that in Lanchuria Japan was creating a 
situation which wa., fraut)lt with the certainty of future war, for with the 
alienation of Manchurian sovereignty China Hould not rest a gun. I was 
assured by Inukai that never would Japan allow such a situation to-arI'Se 
and never would Chinese sovereignty be imp3ired. He reiterated that Japan 
merely desired the protection of Japanese persons and interests, and 
expressed the expectation that with the restoration of order and improvement 
in the a:eans of transportation in 1.anchuria there V«>uld be greatl y increased 
influx of Chinese inhabitants. 

In the meantime, active preparations are continuing for further 
operations in Atanchuria •:mere a free hand seems to have been given to the 
military. 

FORBES 




