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DEFARTMEST OF TFE I'AVY

WASEINGTOY, D.C., Fedbruary 21,1946
1 YER¥BY CERTITY TVAT TV? ATEED ie a vhotostat of the Finding of Fects
fram the Rocord of Froceedinga of a Court of Inauiry convened on board
the US.S. AUGUSTA by ordere of the Commanéer in Chief of the U,S, Asiatic
Fleat to inouire into all the circumetancee connected with the bombing
and loes of the U,5.5. PAUVAY in the Yangtze River near mileage 221 above

Wooruns, China on Decemder 12, 1937,

ON TILT I 7HE Havy Devartment,
[e] G, L, Ruesell __

"6, L, RUSSFLL
Assistant Judge Advocate Generel of the Havy

OF?ICE OF THE SECRETARY

1 “EREBY CTRTIFY THAT G, L, RUSSELL who eign @ the foregoing certificate,

wae at tha time of signing Aseietant Judge Advocate General of the Navy and

that full aith and credit should be given 1is certification as euch,

1Y TSAIMONY WFERIOF, I “av~ hereunto set ay hand and causcd the Seal
of the Yavy Denartment to be affixad thies Twenty-first day of February,

one thoueand nine runéred and fortr-six,

_[al 0,5, Colelough
9, S, COLCLOUGH
Judge Advoceate Gen-ral of the Navy
Tor the Secr-tary of the lavy
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The court, having thoroughly inquired into sll the facts and circum-
atances connact.ad with the sudbject matter of the inquiry, finds as follows:

FIMDITG OF TACTS

1. That on December 12, 1937, (ke U,S5.S5, PANAY, a unit of the Yangtze
Patrol of the United States Ariatic Fle-t, wae operating under lawful orders
on the Yangtze river,

2, That the immediatc mieesion of the U,5,S. PANAY was to »nrotect
nationale, maintain conminicatior trtween the United States Emhassy office,
Hanking, China, ani ti¢ Ancrican Ambasrador at Hankow, China; orovide a
to:porary office for the U.5 Zmhrassy staff during the time when llanking
wvas greetlr endangered by milicary oocratione, and to afforéd a refuge for
American and othor foreign nationale,

3., That due to intconeive shell fire around Marking the U,S.B,PANAY
had changed berih rev-ral times to »void being hit, and on the morning of
December 12, 1937, formed a convoy of Socony-Vacuum Qi1 Company vessels,
prineinally the S,.S.MEIFIVG, MEIF3IA, and MZIAT and proceoded upriver,

4., That adenuate etops were taken at all times to inrure that the
Japanese authoritics were informed o tho movemente of the U,S5,S, FANAY,

3. That, in addition to her r-gilar complement, the U,5.S.PAVAY had
on bonrd at thie time four menvere of tae American “mbassy staff, four
Amecrican netionales and five forecier nrtionale,

6. That at 0940, while etanding upriver, the U,S.S.PAIAY stopped in
responee to A signal from a Japanese landing boat. A Japonese Army boarding
officer ard guard went on board and was informed that the U.3,5,PANAY and
convoy were proceeding to anchorage twenty-cight miles mabove Nanking., No
warning was given of any ranger likely to be ancountered,

7. That at about 1100 Decembsr 12, 1937, tha U,S$,S.PANAY and convoy
anchorad in the Yanetze river in a commnct grouv at about mileage 221 above
Woosung, twenty-eight milee above Nanking.

8, That the U,S5,5,PANAY was vainted whits with buff unver works and
stecks and displayed two large horizontal fla~e on her upner deck awnings
vlus laraze colors st har gaff,

e That the Socony-Vacuum eghins MTIPI.r, MEIFSIA, and MEIAY ench

-

displayad numerous horizon‘sl and varticel Am rican flags, all of large

size,
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10, 7Thet at 1330 the craw of tha U.S,S5.PATAY veras enegatred in normal
sunéay routine ané vere all on board excent A visiting party of eight men
on board the 3.S,MEIFIYG.

11. "hat at ahout 1338 tkhree large Javanese twin motored plance in a
Vee formation were oveerved at a coapdiderable helght naesing ovarheed down-
river. At thls time no other craft were in the near vicinity of the U.5.8.
FATAY ané convoy, end theres waer no raason to belisve the ships were in a
fangsorous Aarca,

12, That without warning these thrae Japaiese pianes released several
bozhs, one or tvo of which cLrusk on or very ciose to the bow of the U,S5.S.
PAYAY and another which stinvci on or very closn to the 5,S,MEIFING,

13, Tat the homdbs of the firat attack did coneiderable demage to the
U.S.S.PAITAY, digabling the forward three inch pun, seriously irjuring the
Captain en¢ other:, wrenkine the nilot houre Aand gic' bay, dieadling the
radio cquipment and the rtemming fireroom &0 ttat all power wae lost, and
ceusing lreks in the hull which rosulted in the ehiv soettling down by the
head snd lieting to starhoard thereby contridbuting fundamentally to the
skinking of the ship,

14, That immrdistely thereafter a group of six single enginacd biplanes
attaczed from ahead, diving singly and apoearing to concentrate on the
U.S.S.PANAY. A total of about twenty boubs were drovn2ed, many striking
close nbosrd and creating, by fragments and concussior, groat damage to
ghip and »ersonnel, "hage attocks lasted about twenty minutes during which
time at lerst two of the nlanes attacked alro with machine gune; one
merchine gun ettnck was dirceted agninet a ehip's boat bearing wounded
achora, causine eeveral further wouncs and piercing the boat with bullets.

15, Thet during the ontire attack the wveather was clear with high
visibility ané little if any winc,

16, ™at the nlanes particinating in the attncke on the U.S5.S.PATAY
and ite convoy were unmietakably identified by their markings as being
Jananose.

17, That immediatoly after the firet homb struck, air defense stations
were manned; the thirty caliber machine pun battery open~d fire and en-
gaged the attaclking plenes throughout the remainder of the attack, The three
inch battery was rot manncd, nor were any three inch shelle fired at any
time. This wae in accorcance with the ship'e air defenne bill,

18, Thet during the bombing meny were injured by flving fragmente and
concussion an¢ a1l sufforesé shock on the firet bomd, The Captain suffered
a broken hin and severe chock: soon thereafter ILicutenant Anders, executive
officer, was wounded by fragmente in throat and hance, loring power of
spench; Lt. (J.a.) Geist, engineer officer, received fragmentes in the leg,
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Pneimn “iwerse had clothing blcwn off and was eoverely shocked, This
ircludes all thc liac offizcra of the ship, The Captain dbeing disabled,
tne exccutive offizer carsiel on his dulles, giving orders in writing, He
jesuod instrustione (o semare confidential publications, to get underway,
an¢ to beach the ehin, Xaiunsive dumage provented gpetiing underway.

12, "hat al about 1409, beoiicving it impoasiblc to rave the shin and
considering thu murvor of wewed aul the length of time necessary (o
transfer thon Paiore in two ewll bonts, the Captain ordered the ship to
bo sorndoneld. Tris was vomvlieted by shout 1500, 2y this time the main
dnck was awash aad the PaNaY apooarnd to ho sinking,

20. That all srversiy wanded were transferred ashore in the first trips.
The Cnptain protecsict in hle own case. The executive officer, when no
longer ablo to caxry or Zie Lo wounds, lef¢ the ehin on the next to the
laet triv and Frns.ga Siverce remaine=d until the laet trip,

21, That aftec the FANAY had been abendoned, Mahimann, Chief boatewain's
mate, and Weimers, machirlcetia mate firot clase, returned to the PANAY in
one of the srip's “oals to obtain storeo and medical eupplies. ‘hile they
wore returning to the beack a Japanese nower boat filled with armed Japeanese
soldiers approachsd close to the PANAY, opened fire with a machine gun, went
alongeide, boaricd, and left within five mirutecs.

22, That at 1554 the U.S.S.PAYAY, shortly after the Japaneee boarding
party had left, rolled over to starboard and senk in from seven %o ton
fathoms of water, ap roximate latitude 30-44-30 North, longitude 117-27
East, Practicnlly no valusble government property was salvaged.

23. That after the PANAY eurvivors had rcached the left bank of the
river, the Captain, in view of his owvn injurice and the injuries and shock
sustained by his romaining lino officers, and the general feecling that
attompts would be made %o exterminate the survivors, rocuested Captain ¥.N,
Roberts, U.3.Army, who was not injurcd, and who was familiar with land
operations and the Chinese lenguage, to sct under his direction as his
immediate represcntative, Captain Roberte functioned in this capacity
until the return of the party on bcard the U.S.S. OAHU on December 15,
1937, performing outsianding service,

24. That Messrs, Atcheson and Faxton of the U.S.%mbassy staff rendered
highly valuable services on ghore vhere their mowledge of the country and
language, coupled vith their resourcefulness and sound advice, contributed
largely to the safety of the parvy,

25, That afier some fifty hours ashore, during which time the entire
party suffered much hardshiv and exposure, somewhet mitigated by the
kindly assistance of the Chinere, they returned and boarded the U.S.S.0AHU
and H,M.S5. LADYBIRD,
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26, That from the beglwriag of an unpracedented snd unlonked for
attack of greav vinlence until their final ro*uwm, the shiric sompany
and passengers of the U,5,5,PANAY were subjec!ed to zivava danger anc
continuous hardship. Thel> 2onduct under (hese canviviene was in lig toing
with the beest traditions of the Navai Seavico,

27, That among the PANAY passengers, lir. Sandro Sandri died of his
injuries at 130 December 13, 1937, and Mesere J, Hall Paxton, Emile
Caseie, and Koy Souires were wounded,

28, That early in the bombing attacke the Standard 0il vessels got
underway, The MYIPING and MYIFSIA secured to a pontoon at the Kaiyuan
wharf, the MEIAN was cisabled and beached further down river on the left
bank, All these chins received injuries during the firet phases of the
bombing, Scrious fires on the MZIPING were extinguished by the PANAY
vieiting party of eight men who were unable to return to their ship,

29, That after attacks on the PANAY had ceased, the MEIPIIG and
MIIHSIA were further aitocked by Japanese bombing planes, set on fire
and destroyed., Just previous to this bombing, Japanese army units
on shore near the wharf attempted to avert this bombing by waving
Japanese flags, They were not successful and received several casualties,
It ie Imown that Captain Carleon of the MEIAN was killed and that Messrs
Marshall, Vines, and Pickering were wounded, Capualtics among the
Chinese crews of these vessels wore numerous but cannot be fully deter-
mined,

30, That the following members of the PANAY crew landed on shore from
the MZIPING after vainly attempting to extinguish oil and gasoline firee
on board; V,F,Puckett, Chief machiniet's mate; J.A,Cranes, gunner's mate
first class; J.A.Dirnhoffer, scaman firet class; T.A.Coleman, Chief
pharnacist's mate; J,A.Fonkoski, gunner's mate third class; R.L.Browning,
electrician's made third class; J.L.Hodge, firemen first class, and ¥.T,
Hoyle, machinist's mate second class, These men encountered Japanese
soldiers on shore who were not hostile on learning they were Americans,

31, That all of the PANAY crew from the MSIPING, except J.L.Hodge,
fireman first class, remain d in one group ashore until the following day
when they were rescued by H,M,S,BEE. Hodge made his way to Wuhu and re-
turned to Shanghai via Japanese naval plane on December 14, 1937,

32, That in searching for and rescuing the survivors, Rcar Admiral
Holt, R.N., and the officeres and men of H,M,S.,BEE and H,M.S.LADYBIRD
rendered most valuable agsistance under trying and difficult conditions
thereby showing & fin- spirit of helpfulness and cooperation,
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33, That Crardes L., Mepinger, stovelsgper firet olnag, cied at 1330
December 13, 1937, at Hohelen, Chinn, firom weuars rozeivad duriag “he boid-
ing of the U,5.8, FAAY and that hin death occurred in line of cduty not the
result of his owa mircondust,

34, That Zdgar C. Fulsebus, coxewain, died At 0630 December 19, 1937,
at Shanghal, China, from wounde recoived during the dombing of the U.5.S5,
EAIAY and thut kas dest™ occurred in line of duty not the result of hie own
mirconduct,

a5, That L., Coruanier James J. Fughos; Licutenant Arthur 7, Andere;
Lieutenant (J.6.) J:kn ~. frist; John ¥, Lang, chief ouarterzaster;
Tobert =, Feherd, [ircasn Tirst Class, Kenreth J. Rice, elect—ician's
mate third elare; Call . Zisn, eloctrician'e mate first clase; Charles S,
Schroyer, seaman firsi cliass; Alex Kozok, machinist's mate seconé class;
Parre D, Zirler. ship's cook ihird class, and Newton L. Davis, fireman first
clage, were earisusly injured in line of duty not the result of their own
mieconduct,

36. That Lioutenant Cl-rk G, Grazier, m2dicol Corps; Znsign Denis &,
Ziwerse; Cherles S. Adama, radionan ercond class; Tony 2arba, ship'e cook
third clase; John A, B-onkoeki, gunner's mate third class; Ernest C.

Branch, fireman firast claes; Raymond L. srowning, electiician's mate third
clres; Walter Cheatham, coxswain: Thomae A, Coleman, Chief »harmecist's

nate: John A Dirnhoffer, eeaman firast claes; Juan m, Trh, mess attendant first
class; Tred G, Fichtenmayer, carsenter's mate firet clase; Emery P. Fisher,
echinf watertender; Nichael Gerent, machinist'sa mate second cless; Cecil 3,
oreon, neamen fi-et class; John L, odge, fireman firet class; Yon 2, Fuffman,
waterternder second class; Karl F, Johnson, machiniet's mate seccond class;

Gorl ¥, Kerska, coxawain; Peter ~. Klumpere, Chirsf machinist's mats;

v4114ien P, Lander, scamen firsi clese; =rnest R. Manhlmann, Chief boatswain's
mate; ''illlam A, kcCebe, flreman flrst class; Stenley ., licZowen, feaman
first class; James E, Peck, ouartcrmaster accond claes; Prginald Peterson,
radiomsn secord class, Veraon F, Puckett, Chief machinist's mate; King F,
Sung, mess attendant first class; Farry . Tuck, scaman first class; Cleo

T, Waxlcr, bostswain!s mate sefonl class; John T, Wever, yeoman first class,
and Par 2, Vong, mess attencant firet class, were elightly injurad in line

of duty rot the result of thelr own mieconduct,

237, Toat the loz btook, commandins officer'e night order boo%, the last
chart bv which the ehin was navignted, pay accounte, service records, mueter
roll, puslic monier, and »u lic vouchore were not smlvaged, All the health
recorce were presarved and turncd over te oroper authority by the medical
of ficer, .S.S.FATAY,

38, That s-rtein seerst and conficential niblications remainad on board
in tre conficentisl snfo when the ehip vas a-anconed,
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