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Fa.ge l 

I ·-~Y C!'R'!I,..,': T'.-AT Tt.~ A!":"E~.~'D '\ 8 a !)hotoet11.t of the :'inding of FP.ota 

fr~m tho Record of Froc~~Jir.~J of R Court of InQu1~y conver.ed on boArd 

the ~. s . AUGt:.5'.,A b~, orders of the Com.mMC~'"r in Chief of the u. s. Asiatic 

n-e,,t to inouirc into all thP circumatancee connected "'1th the b ombing 

Md l oea of tht u.s.5 .. ?.\i'..\Y in the Yangtze ~iver neAr l!lileage 221 above 

tfoof'un,c;, Crin~ on Decem·o~r l ? , 1937. 

Uavy Dep,,.rtment. 

Ir. I o., .b . ...Rues~lL­
(}. L. RUSS!.LL 

Aeoiet11nt Ju",~e Mvo"ate GenerPl of the n~vy 

OF?ICE OF THE SZCRrARY 

I '·':!:REBY Cnl'!'I?Y T?.AT G. L. RUSS~ who dpi d thr f orC'going certificate, 

~ae et t hA time of P.ignin~ AaeietP.nt Ju~ r,e Ac1Vocate Genrral of the Navy and 

thP.t :f'ul1 ait~ M t' crE>clit er.ould bC' r,i vc-n 1~ie CC'rtificAtion as euch. 

I~t r:-s':'Il~:·y ··~P, I '·~v'"' h£'reunto aet 1ny han~. and. caused the Seal 

of t h e ~tav~· Deyartment t o bo 1\f'fiXA~ thie ~Fnty-first clay of Fabruary, 

onr t houi»Md ni nt: ~un~red and fort•r- six. 

( S!.AL) 

1~1 o.s.._Qolclou~h 
O. 5 . COLCLOUG!\ 

Juc1ge AclvocAte GE'n '"'rAl of the Navy 
for the Secr ,, tary of t ho Fa.V'J 

' _, 
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The court, having thcruurhly !.nquirecl. into till the facte and circWJ)-
1\tl\ncc~ connAc1 .. ,d wit ~ thf' eubjFct i:'-'ltter of th~ inquiry, finds ae follows: 

1. ThPt on Decemba~ l?, 193?, t~e u. s. s. P.6J7AY, ~ un!t of the YN\gtze 
Patrol of tr.~ Unitod ': t a ·tos Af i Pt ic :?le ~t, wae oyf'lra.tin.e; undor lawful ordere 
on t~e Yan~tze riverv 

z. Thnt th.,. im:::cdiRta m~l1£ion of thn t: . s .s .. ?A:~AY w1te to , rotect 
n.ationale , lllE\intnln c.ollJn ·:..&kf'.t!.or "or-twcon th~ UnitPd StateP Em"lassy office, 
Uanking-, Chi!l"' p.n•l t ;H. Amrric1tn A.mbABU\cl.or At Hanko,.: , China; 3)roVido a 
tt'\ :.por,,r y of.f'1cr.· fCJr 1;he U. '3 !'tl'assy atpff duri ng the tice when l!anking 
•.raa ere~tl ., "nc1~11gc-r ~cl. by :?i~li tt>ry o:o~ratio:-ir , anr to affor~ a refuge tor 
AmcricPn Md other f on 1gn u1>t1onale . 

3. ThAt due t~ int <'ndvc- el:c-11 firA Around }Tar.king the u. s .8.PAlf.AY 
had chl'n~cd berth ""v -rPl times t o rvo i d bf"i ng hit, A.nd on the morni ng of 
~rcrmb ~r l~ , 19~? 1 fo~med A oonvoy of ~ocony-Vpcuum Oil Company vessels, 
princi;>f\J.ly the S.S.!:.ZIPI:·~, te!F3!A, Md I~IAlT Md !)roceoded uprivor. 

1. ThPt P.d ~nuate ~t ops ~era trucqn Rt All timeo to inrure that tho 
JapAnefte ~uthorit ioe ~ere informed o~ th~ movnmentP of the U. S, S, PA?TAY. 

s . ~hAt , in ad~ition to her r ~~llar oom:,il~ment, the u. s .S.FAl!AY had 
on b onrd nt trie time four mrmb~re of th~ American : mbaeey staff, four 
American n?tionalP An~ f ive for;i~~ n~tion1tle . 

6. That P.t C940, '"'hile et11nding uprivor , the U. S.S. PA::lAY s t oppnd in 
r ee!)onee to A. signP.l from a JapMeee landing boo.t. A Japo.nese Army boai·ding 
officer ar.d guard went on board and "'RB inforrocd that the u.s.S.PA!l.llY and 
convoy wcro proceedin1t to Rnchore..gn twenty-eight miles P.bove Uanking. No 
warning w~s given of ar.y 1 anger likely to ~ e ~r.countored. 

?. ':'hat at A.bout 1100 Dr ccmo9r 12, 1937, thn u . s . s.PAUAY and convoy 
nnchorod in the Yar.~tze rivr-r in P. conronct grou~ at about milcAge 221 above 
WooRunf:, twenty- eight milre above !fan.king. 

s . Th.q t the :J.s . s , p.~·AY WM pai nted ,.,hite- with buff u~·ner works And 
stPcks A.nd displayed t 't'o large l:orizontAl fla-:s or. h\'!r u:o::>er deck awnings 
yluh lnr~~ colors Pt har gcd:f . 

~ . '!'hat the 5ocony-t'F\cuum e.hi~l1 ?l.~IPI:~. !~IP'SI t.. , Pnd M~IA."'f eA.cl':. 
dis:olay:'\ c~ numerous i1or i ?:on· Hl ~n~ vnrticPl Am ricP.n flP.gs , all of l .1>,r gc 
ei zc>. 
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10 . ':hPt At 1330 the cr "w of th~ U~S .S . P.A::AY •·er e ongAte~. in normal 
5untf\V routine ano "'f'r e Pll on 'bof\ rc.'I cxc opt I\ visiting pAr t y of oi e;l".t cen 

on bOP~c.'I t he 5 .S . M::IPI~~~ 

11 . ""hRt At ahout 1338 th~oe lPr~e J AyPnnse twin motored p1~~~r. in a. 
Vf" c for~tior. wr r c. o·or r :-...,rd At " e;o:~f' i d.C'n."o l r helg~t :!>aP ein~ ov3r h!!ed down­
r · vtr. At t r.l & t i me no otr.er cr r f t wer e in t he nP~r vicinity of t~c U . ~ . s. 
F.A:TAY M O cordoy , e;t~ t i: t> r e w A.P no r N\l'On to 'bel i\}VO th<' f'hips wor e in a 

<'Ang ~rous Ar ,•a., 

12, Th"-t .. , lU:ot..t ••mrninc t hes t' t hree Japa:lese p~Mee rel eased l' everl\l 
b or.ibA , on ,.. or ~,.o of '"h!.cr. r'.. rc.e.k on o r V"r "J clo~o to tha b ow of t he u. s.s. 
P>.:.:AY and anothl'r ... h~c~ f'k\.· ~!< on or v r r v cloRn to the s. S.l~IPI~lG. 

13. '!'hP t thr ~omba of thP f i ro t f\ttac~ did conni d rr f\bl e drun~ge t o the 
U. S. S . PA:~AY, di.sRbl i n1t t.he for ..tPre t hr eP inch px.n , erri ously ir juri n{1! tho 
CA.pta i n M <' oth,.r~ , wr Pt:kl nP' the ")ilot hour.c l\nd eio'c: b A.v , c.UeAbl inr, the 
r~dio eQui~ment Ane t h e PtRNDin~ firA~oom so t r At Rll powor ~Rs l os t , Nld 
ceuein~ l r e.ke i n t he hull whi ch rn~ult f",d in the 11h1" Rot tl in~ do"'11 by t he 
h £Acl P.ncl liP ting t o At Arl>oard the1·eby contributin~ fun<'NDentally to the 

ekinking of t ho shi p . 

14. ~hat i mmrdiPtol y t her eaft er a grou~ of ei~ einglo cngin~l bipl Rnee 
llttacknd f r om aheAd , d i ving alnr,lY M d AP'Jee.r i n r to concent rate on the 
u. s. S.PA!-1AY. A total of About t .. ·onty 'bom'b s wore dr o,)ed, many striking 
cloPe eboP.r~ M~ crcA.t in~, by fr8.6U'ente a nd concuBBior., gr {'lf\t dNMga to 
&hi p Md ·.,erl-lonnal. ':l~ao~ l\t t "'ckn laPt ot' about t1o1ent y mi nuteA tl.uring which 
tim~ Pt l e:-et two of thP ~1i:1nPe A.ttA.cked Pl.RO •o1 i th m~chine guns ; one 
mP~hino ~ Ptt~ck w~~ ~ 1roc t rd ap,~inst a ehip 1 ~ boat b eari ng wounded 
Ar- hora , cAusi ne eov C'rPl further woun( R e.nd ~1 ~rc1ng thR boat with bullets. 

15. ~hPt during t he ont i r e At tack t ha weat her wae clPAr with high 

vie1bU 1ty an<' little if A.n'J •·-1.nl . 

16. ':'!hat the ;Jl ance part i c i , ating in t he A.tt "'.cke on t h e U. S.S.fA:\AY 
f\nd 1t.o cor,voy wrr t' unmhtallabl :r i dentified 'by their markin~s a s being 

J a".>N HlSC . 

l?. ~hAt immudiA.t ~ly aft er t he fi r& t nomb et ruok , a ir defense etRtione 
wer A lll.'Ulncd; t ho t h irty cnl iber ma chin e gun ba tt Fr y opennd f ire a nd en-
gngod t h e Rtt ncl-::i n,; pl e.nes t~roughout t he rema i nder of t he a t tack . The three 
inch bat t e r y W\~ r.ot mar.nee., nor 1i1cr e Ar:.Y t hr ee inch shelle fir ed at eny 
time . Thi s wE\e i n a.c corr' tmco with the shi p 1 

f' a ir defenne bi l l. 

18. Th~t ~urin~ the b ombi ng mPny wcr~ injured by f l ving fragments And 
concuss ion an~ ~11 PUf far nc ~hock on thP f i r Pt bomb . Th6 C~ptsin suf f Ared 
~ br oken hi~ N\~ sev~re ~hock : s oon t hcr ePfter Li cutenf\?l t .Ander s , executive 
of fic er , wp.e woun~ ed by frp.gments i n t hr oat ruid ~Mf r. , lor i ng power of 
Gp eoch; Lt . (J. 11 . ) Geist , en~inenr of fic er, receive~. frA.g111ent P in t he l eg, 
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:Eni-i ,,,., ":. iwcrae hi.cl cloth1 ng blcwn off ru1l who o<"vt:o-<'ly shor.l<rid. 'rhie 
1r.cludt'G f\11 tnc lJ :\ ..! offi:!crA cf \ihP l:lUp. '!'he C.r~:"tA ln boi:l~ dienbled. 
t ho oxocut i vo offi ~or Cf.I :d.oi 011 t.~ tl iu.' .. ~o:.l . ;l ving or ;ter•1 in writing. He 
ioeuod i netru.:t .1.vr..l• iio 13<'riw·c <. l)nf.1().Ernhnl ?ublicAti ons . to get undorwRy, 
MC t o b ench the ehi::i:> . 1'..>:iun~ ·.v~ ciur.Bgo '!)TCWE>ntod ;.ct'-; i ng und ~rwa;f .. 

1() . 'l'hnt nli AbC'tut 1400, boj~ <.:vlr.f it i~tloibl c to PA.Ve the ship and 
condderiug th•J ~~ur:=i.)r of 'WCU:1<'i.d P .i tho l C'ne.:i.h of time necessA.ry to 
t ronef er U1"n. F<l::n:- i:1 t "O ll'tr 1l bo1tliR, thP CnptPin ordcrE'd the shiu to 
"bll Pbrndon'3i '~1 _ s : .. ;.~ ~ :>'"i· ' .:c.tu' bv pbout 1 500 . ~y this t i me the mnin 
0 QCk Wl\R A.Vil.Sh a..1:l th: ?.t\N.\Y ;\}Jl)~f\rn.d to 'lo sinking. 

20. ':'hnt ~ll HVt.l ~=.:· \lt"ll:1~!sl wore tranefcrrel Behnre in t he firs t tr\pe. 
The C"ptAin prvtc: t.:• !.n h:f- o···n CASO . rrho executive off1c f'.r , when no 
l on{!'or nb! .:> t o c:u L'.f oc. ~.io to wounds , l eft t he ohi:!> on the next t o the 
lA.Bt triy Md !r . .; .r,.1 Jivt:r::c r cmAi n• d until tho l a.st trip .. 

21. ':'}:Rt, A.fte.-: 'i;he rJ.:tw ha1 'been e.be.ndonod. M.ah:.mann, Chief boe.tewain ' 8 

JMte, And \'le1rr.01s. mac~ .. :· lt.t:3 Mtr firot claso, r ei;urned t o the PAUAY in 
one ot the el"ip ' f i·oata t o obtain ator ea Md medical supplies. ~!bil e they 
wore roturn~ng to i hu beacl: a Sayan~oe !'owcr boat fill ed with armed Japanese 
soldiPrB appron~~~d close to t ho PA..~~Y. oponed firo with a machine gun, went 
Alongside, boar~cu , R.,d l eft wi~Ain five minutoe. 

22. TM.t at 1554 the U. S ~ S .. PAF.AY. shortly After the J apAAese boarding 
pArty had l eft , rolled over to etRrboa~d And senk in from s evQn to ton 
f A.thoms of wat or , n~nroximRte !ati tude 30-44-30 North, l.ongi tude 117-27 
!Ast . PrP.ct1c~i1y no valuabl e government propcrtv was salvaged. 

23. That after ihe PANAY survivors had r eached the loft be.nk ot the 
ri Vf r, the CA.ptain 

1 
in vi e1;1 of his own i11ju1·i " e A.nd the injuries and shock 

suetnined by hie romainini?' lin:i officers , and the general f ooling that 
attompts would be made to PXt ermiae.t o the survivors, ro~ueeted CA.ptain ~.N. 
Robertl', U. S.Army. who wns not in.1urod, p.nd who wP.R familia r with land 
oper a tions and ~he Chinese l r.nguage. to act u.~dor his direction as his 
immodiate represont~tivc . CA?tP.in Roberts functioned in this capacity 
unti l the r eturn of the party on ;oar d the u.s.s. OAHU on December 15. 
193'f', performing outstandin;; servi ce. 

24. ~hat Messrs. Atcheson and PRXton of the U.S.~bAssy staff r ender ed 
highly valua'blo sei"Vicos on shore ''here their knowledge of the country and 
lAnguage . coupl od wi~h their r osourcofulneeo and s ound Advice, contributed 
largel y to the safety of the pA.rty. 

25. Th.P.t P.nor some fifty hours ashore. during which time the entire 
!'~rty suffer ed much h~rdshi:o ana. exposure , somcwhP.t miti gAted by the 
kindly aeoistPJ\ca of the Cl1ine" e , they r eturned and boarded the u.s.s.oAHU 
ruid H. M. S. LADYBIRi".'. 
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26. ""hat from the bcgbri:1t; uf r-.r. n•.pr ~coc1.ein~ t>O. •.nd ~t"")':> '>kt:ld f O'!' 

Attack Ot t;u•r.-o violPnce U!!t il. thoil· f~r.a t r ,1 .. \..'•""1 1 tht> a:1tr. • ::: J~!UpllLY 
Md paaeengore of tha u . s. S.?ANAY we1·e 8\J°'.>Jec• od to Z'i \\1 J d&:\f <.::" r'.~.c. 
continuous ha.rde!\1.p. 'J.'!--.c.!-:- ~~l'l ~uct und<Jr the"" 1•rm,•. l\i • .... ~c '""''= ~ r. ~::.~.':)in~ 
· ~1th the beet ~rM.itione of the Na'r.\.L ~b1 .-1..,,. 

27. Th~t AJDOng the PANAY pP.eae~ere , :~. S~dro Sandri died of hie 
injurins nt 13:!0 Decel!ibe:- 13, 1937, Md Me1&re J. Rell Paxton, Emile 
Caeeie, Md Ro~· Souiree were wounded. 

28. ThRt e~rlJ in the bombing attacks the St&ndArd Oil ve1aele got 
underway. The ?~iPING and ?MFSIA eecured to l\ pontoon 11.t the Xl\iJWUl 
whar~. the MEIAl1 ~as cieab:ed P.ni beached further down river on the lett 
bP.nk. All these ~~i~e r eceived injuries during the first phaeee of the 
bombing. s~rioue fires on the ~IPING were extinguished by the PANAT 
v11itinc party of eight men who wore un~ble to return to their ship. 

29. Th.at After attacks on the PA?TAY had ceasec.4, the MEIPiltG and 
!aIHSIA were further nttr..cked by JapMeee bombing plane•, eet on fire 
1md deetroyed. Jnat previou1 to thil bombing, Japanese army unite 
on ehore near the wharf P.ttempted to avert thie bombing by "'aving 
JapRlleae flag1. They were not 1ucce1etul and received several caeualties. 
It 1e known that CA.ptain Carleon of the MEI.All wu killed and that Me11re 
MareMl.l , v1ne1, and Pickering were wounded. Catual. Ue1 8.IDOU« the 
Chinese crew• of these vosal'la woro numerous but eennot be fully deter­
mined. 

30. '!'hat the following members of the PANAY crew landed on ehore from 
the ~IPING After vainly attempting to extinguiah oil and gasoline fire• 
on board: V.F.Puckett, Chi ef machinist ' s IDf\te; J.A.Granee, gunner'• mate 
first cl~••: J.A.Dlrnhoffer, seaman flrat claee; T.A.Coleman, Chief 
pluuinRciet's mate; J.A.~onkoski, l;UJl,Der'e mate third claee; R.L.Browning, 
electric1Ni1 s made thi rd olaae; J.L.Rodgo, firemen first clASe, and W.T. 
Hoyle, ~chiniat'e mate second cl~as. Theae men encountered J&paneee 
soldiers on shore who were not hostile on l eArning they were American•. 

I 31. That all of the PANAI crew from the l~IPillG, except J.L.HocS«e, 
firemA.n first cb.BB, remain d in one group aahore until the following ~ 
when they were rescued by H. M. s.BEE. Hodge made hil vay to Wuhu and re­
turned. to ShaJ18hai via J11paneae navAl plane on December 14, 193?. 

32. That in selU'ching tor and r cecutng the eurvivore, R~ar .Admiral 
Holt, R.N., And the officers and men of H.M.S.BEE And H.M.S.LADYlllRD 
rendered moat valURble assietRJlce under trying and difficult conditions 
thereby showing a fin ~ spirit of helpfulness and cooperation. 
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33. 'rhnt Cr '.\rloe LA ~lPt'll"lgc? r , at.o 4 f'':ec, "'r fir~t 01...,so , : i c tl. Rt 138'J 
Decomb •lr 13, l c.37, Rt P.oh2 .:. "r.. C}-inn , f ~·om "'<'Uf• • : :-\l;;ei v '3d d-.1ri:1g <;he 001:-:~­
ing o · the U. S s , P Al!AY o.r.~ that h i n tl cAt r.. ozcurretl. in 11nP of tl uty not the 
roeult of hio O\"i1 m\· ~ on6.·.!~t. 

34. Tb 1t ~.gnr C .. F.alar,"b-.:.s, co1.~W#\in 1 died f't 0630 Dec emb er 19, 1937, 
l\t ·; hnn ,:::1'.At , Ch.lr,,, , from wounc' r r E.coivec'l c!uring t ho bomb i ng of the u. s.s. 
FAlT.l.Y Pllt' thit l-:..1' cloPt"" or.c.u:-rot'. i ·~ line of duty not the r esult of hh own 
m111concuct . 

35. Thl\t L~. C~~rR~e~~ J R.Inc e J. Furh~ R; L1~utenl\nt Arthur~. An~fre; 
L1r.utenfU"t (J . CL) .. 1 :/-_"l ·· ..... l t• t. ; Jchn l:, LMg, c r_i nf OUP.rt{'r mast f'r; 
- obert -= . i=P""r r c" . li:· .. ..!»r. i1i"'r. t ~lf.l\B , Konr.otl~ J~ J< i c e, elect··ic:iAn

1
& 

rnAte third 1'.' lAr. tt; G" l r _ :.: t.··-- ~ el nr.t.riciM'e m1>te firet claaa; ChPrle a s. 
Schroyor, l'Ch Dlf\:1 f ~ i· ~ i ::· ~All & , Al ~ l:OZi'k, oach1niot 1 

B mate eeconc class; 
P··r ,.~ D. Zi f"l "r: s~.tp 1 J.I coo~ i;hirtl cl l\18, Md Nci.1ton L. Df\via, fire!DIU\ f irst 
cl~f\r, wore B"l'illuslv injurc>d in line of duty not tho r esult of t heir ow 
n if. conduct . 

36. ~h.'" t LiriutM".r.t Cl"' rk G. Graz i er , i·.-~.ical Corps j ~sie.n Denie C.. 
=i wer qo ; ChF-rl Es s. AifUl'la, r~dioman e r.cond cl a s s ; ~ony 3arbn, ahip

1
E cook 

thir~ cl a s s ; J ohn A. S ')nkoaki. .-,"Unner • s 10Ato third clR88; Er n est C .. 
DrPnch, firoml'Ul f~rat clRes; Rl\vmond L. Drowning, cl octti oian1 a mnte third 
cl Aee; 1ialter C?v AthP.m, coxtnm1n: ThomR.e Aft Coleman, Chief ..,hP.rmaciet ' e 
rllf1.to: John A Di:rnhoff er> f\erunP.n firRt class; '{UM II'.'. ~rh , mesa l\ttenaant first 
class; ~red G. Fi chtentnAyer, CP~)ent~r!e mAt O fir~t class; :9nery r . !isher, 
chi l'f 11u• terten~. er ; ~::tchnel Gercr,t, machin1et 1 

A 1!11\t e serond clP.ss; Cecil 3 . 
(Tr oC''1

1 
tl eAmn.n fi .. at cl nes; John L. ~ 'o<'Be , f1ra!IV\.."1 first clAae; Yon !I . F.uffWUl, 

w~.t~rtcmder se1.:ond class ; KArl P . Jor.neon , mA.chiniet 1 
R mate Recon~. cl Ree; 

Cl)rl ~·. l\c·rsk'l , coxd~nin ; Peter ·:. h.J.Ul1J'9erfl , Chi"f mAchiniat 1 s mat a ; 
~·."illiP!ll ? . LMder, a oam~n fi r l' 1. cleas; !meet R. t.:A.i1lmMn, Chi 0 f boP.tAwain• e 
c.wte; ' iilllam A. t~cCr..be, f lremnn fl~et clA.sR; '3tP.nley ~·' . t.ic~..,en , F E"l\IllfU"\ 

firs t clRsa; J amee F.. Peck, ouRrt r rml\stPr e econd clRes; ?rginPld PPteraon, 
rRdiollll'.n e econd cl P.sa , Ver.ion F. Pucket t , Cr..ief lilP.Chiniet 1 n 1DP.t c : King F. 
$ung , ~ese nttendai:t f irst clRsa; f.Arry ~ . Tuck, s eaman first cla s s ; Cleo 
! . ~A:<l c r , boPt8W8in1 s nlfl.t n secone cl a ss; John ~ . Weber, yeoman first clR88 , 
P.nd ?i1r ::'.. : ·one , oes s At tenumt f i rl' t cl a so, wero slightly injured. i n line 
of duty r.ot the result of thdr ovr. mieconduct . 

37. ~C. ~t t~r. lo~ book, coC!:'.an~inr offic~r' fl night order boo~ . the last 
chRrt b \· '"hic!i t he ehi l) '"l\f\ n"'-viP.r.t c c:l, ":'JP..y A.ccountP , Ror vice recorcJ s , :ouator 
r oll, pu")lic m:miP~ , a.nc! ::m· l i r vouchor

0

f1 w~re not aP.l vngod. All the health 
rrcorc' e , ,c;r e pre~ .)rvd. f'l~c turncc\ over to -,roprr t\ut }\o-:-i ty hy tho medicRl 
of ficer, :: • s. S. F . .\:T • .\Y. 

38 . '!'lm t ~ -:rtPi n r,ecr ri t iinc:' c onf ic' entiAl ?)l.l.blicP. tiona rem?in~d on boRrd 
in t :~ e cor.fic'entiiil Rnf e •:·hon tho eh iY> '"'18 <l')Mfor.ed. 

co:T I DENTI AL 
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