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JRIKI, Sedao, et al

Sworn Deposition
Deponent: 4KLGI, Kiyoji
Having first duly sworn an oath es on atteched sheet end in accordance
with the procedure followed in my country I hereby deposec es follows:

1. T was born et SAILMOTO, /24, MIZUHO.MURA, KIDAKL.GUN, Tottori Prefecture,
September 9th, 1898 (the 31st yecer of Meiji). My permenent domicile ia
No. 239, MINAITIKEO-CHO, Hiroshime-shi end em presently residing et
No. 241, KUROSUNA-CHO, Chiba-shi.
4n outline of my carcer mey be summerized as follows:

The 8th year of Taisho (TN: 1919)

Greduated from the militery ecademy, June, 13th yeer of Showa (TN: 1938).
Sew service in the ficld in the contrel China erce es Staff-0fficer of
the 6th Division, June, 14th yeer of Showe (TN: 1939). Steff-Officer in

the Menchuria eren; letor Chief of Steff of the Keijo Divisional Distriect.
- 1 -

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.or a




- R, g i aaae !
- A Tor e e P T Ry RN Wy A 1 i Ak —p S———

DEF. DUC. ;1391

3. M the timc the Centrel China mxpeditionory Foreo copturcd Henkow I wos
cmong thosc vwho first cntered the eity limits of Honkow es I wes &n
edvence perty stoff officcr with the 6th Division. In thec following.

T shell rolete the bettlo conditions ond the stete of cffcirs within
the eity at thet time:
;.8 the b6th Division bhed promiscd to give tho honor of first ontering

Honkow to the 2nd .rmy commrnded by Frince HIC..SHIKUII ot the time we

worc prepcring ct INANCTSI for pursuit of the enermy, our Division $riocd
to rostroin in tho pursuit of the cnemy cs much s possible, but cs the
pursuit progresscd more ropidly than our oxpcctotions, €8 & mottor of
feot o port of tho bth Division did onter Henkow end it finolly cnded up
yith the 2nd Division nover doing so. nd ot the time of cntering tho
fortress city, the lerge force ves secommodnted in o high school outside
the eity, ond only o smoll forece entercd the city fairly end properly.
T will stort with the bettle situotion. Tho bhth Division temporerily
formed o motorized unit with cbout c© regiment of infentry end somo
heavy and light tonks undcr the commond of Pcgimentel Commondor 8..NO,

Toroto, on 23 October, 1938 cnd pursuing the enomy entcred KWANGHSI.
.8 tho bridgo wrs dcstroyed here, we pursucd the cnemy olong the roecd
with o forcc consisting of o tonk unit of smrll numbers and cbout @

bettelion of infentry from the morning of thc 24th, /s our troop

strongth wes smell in numbor end as our cdvonce VoS 8O repid ot thie
time it wos os though ve were merching obrocat vith the retroeting
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enemy and we had no time to ceptura the enemy, and took no prisoners
whatsoever. TWhen we came to CHAIGKUIUTI, s suburb of Henkow, we found
the levee broken by the CHLIG, Rai-Shelk forces, the plece flooded, and

finding no way to cross the river, we hed to resign ourselves to giving

up the pursuit. "hen & part of the motorized unit and the !ATSUZAKI
3rd Battelion of the SANO Regiment srrived on the s[ot with five tanks,
the defeated enermy who had failed to escape were mustering while wvaiting

for & ferry, and meny refugees werc also by i;he place of crossing.

Without cesting a glance et them, however, the Japanese soldicrs began to
preperc to cross to the opposite bank end decided to do so by meens of
one big seilboat and six small four or five-scater boats which were
nearby. But es the cupacity to cross the river was so little, it was
decided thet the 3rd. Battalion only would be cerricd scross first, and
boginning from the night of the 24th it took until_ the following morning.
By this timc the cnemy on thec opposite bank had alrcedy csceped, end
there was no resistenco or fighting ot ell.

5. T also crossed the river on the morning of the 25th end efter getting in
touch with the 5rd Battelion Commander !UTSUZAKI, entored the fortross
with .a very small number of troops, which hed just ﬁniahod crossing the
river et this timec, feirly and properly end in regular renks. Furthormore
at thr‘:-tim of cntry, no battle took placc end not a shot wes fired,

The troops werc composcd and orderly; no eir to kill provailed end tho

cntry wes eccomplishod very trenquilly. As Cormonder HATA atrictly
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mointeined militery disecipline end morels, wo strictly obsorved his
orders cven from beforc at the cntrenco of the city such foreignors as
Germens, Prench, end Itoliens cemc to meet ue. In order to evoid
trouble, wc did not go through the British conccssion end cntered tho
city by enothcr wey under the gpidence of @ Fronch missionery.

Accordingly there wee no trouble whetsccver cnd wo evon took up our

lodgings in accordenso with thesc people's introductions.

T undorstend thet tho above miesionsry did much in ¢uri.. for end
protecting rcfugecs et Shenghei cnd Nenking olso.

As I montioncd cbove, the Jopencse forees tranquilly cntered tho fortrcses
in good order end it is not possible thet sueh erucltics os plunder,
ripo. ki1ling end wounding could hcve beon done eftor this ontry.
Accordingly I did not cver soc sven one corpsc or the like inside the
city. Tho mojority of thc citizens of tho eity did not run owoy and
opparcontly cnly locked up their doors. Jnd not long ofter the cntry
thoy roopened their shops end bogen doing business., Since conditions
wore 1li''c this, tho forcignors recsident there were fevorably disposed
totords the Joponese forces. In the occupation of Henkow, the novy
took chrrge of @ccupying the river aide arec the Joporese, French ond
Rritish concessions crec ond the crry took over the cir-field ond the
western crea of Honkow.

It this time, more thon 1500 or 1600 Chinese ships heving a full lood
of Chinese were sciling cll over the Yontze-kicng with identificetion
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mor':s of neutrrl ond foreign countries. Thus I think it wecs ebasolutely
impossible thct butcheéry could hove been openly committed on the benks
of the Yontze-kiang in full view of the public.

Jen. 31, 1947

2t Nio, 241, Kurosuno-cho, Chibe-shi
/8/ +XLI, Riyoji (secl)

I hereby certify thet the cbove signoture eond secl were cffixed hereto
in the prescnce of the Vitness.
at the scme plece,

on the scme dete

witnese: (signed) IMNRI, Yesutcro (secl)

OG/TH
In sccordence with rmy conscience I swesr to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing cnd edding nothing.
/8/ «KCI, riyoji (secl)

3 Ay,

hh—-‘-—-—-——-—-—-.._-.;-—._!
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I, Yukio, ILWLMOTO, of the Defence langucge Brench, hereby certify
that the foregoing trensletion described in the obove certificete is,
to the best of my knowledge ond bolief, o corrcet tronslation end is cs

necr ¢s possible to the meoning of the originel decurent.

/3/ Yukio, KiWAI'OTO

Tokyo, Jepen
Dete 30 April, 1947
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