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Report 1W4 19/41 

RSPCRl' OF TILE COl-4~10..1\ BE!'~ Tlm REICH JA.INISTER 
FOll FORiIGN Al-'fALU (RIU.1) .AlID THE J.A.P~ FOREIGN 
lJD ~'TEH lt.IAT~UCK.\. lN BEHLI.N ON 29 l.i.RCll l 941 . 

The RAlll reswned the preceding conTersation with MATSUOKA about the 
latt er 's impending t a lks \Tlth the Rusaia.na in Moscow, where they had 
lett off. He expre3sed the opinion that it would probably be best, in 
Tiew of the whole situation, not to carry the discussions with the R\laaia.na 
t oo tar . He did not kno'' how the situation would deYelop. one thing, 
howeYer9 was certain, namely that Gern:&ly would strike inmediately, should 
Russ ia eYer attack Japan. He was ready to g iTe !.1.\T.:iUOKA this poaitiTe 
assurance ~ so that Japan could push f orward t o the South on ~Il-GAPORi, 
without f ear of poa~1ble complications wi th Russia. The largest part 
of the Gerum army was any way on the Eastern frontiers ot the Reich and 
fully prepared to open the attack at any time. He (the RIJ.4) howner 
belieTed ~ t hat Russia would try to aToid deTelopments leading to war. 
Should Germany howe~er enter into a confli ct with a.tasia, the U~ would 
be finished o~f within a few months. In t his case , Japan would haTe, 
ot course 0 eTen less reason to be afraid than eyer, it she wanted to 
ad.Tance on Si ngaporeo Consequently~ she need not retrain from such an 
undertaking because of possible fears of Russia. 

He could not know., of course 0 ju.st how things with Russia would 
deYelop. It was uncertain whet her or not STAL.Il~ would intensity his 
present unfriendly policy against Germany. He (the 1W1) wanted to 
point out t o l~...iUOi<A, i n any case 0 that a contlict with Russia was any­
how wi thin the realm of possibility. In any case, L1'C ·uOXJ. eould not 
report to the Japanese &nperor , upon his return that a contlict between 
Russia and 0ermany was impossible . On the contrary , the situation was 
such that s~~h a conflict r eYen if i t were not pr obable, would haTe to 
be cons idered possible. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
Next , the RIUJ turned again to the Singapore quest ion. Dl Tiew ot 

the fears expressed by the Japanese of possible attacks by submarines 
based on t he .h l l.Lli'.l>llllE.:1 and of the inten:ention of the British Mediter­
ranean o.nd Horoo fleets ~ he had again discussed the ai tuation with 
GENEIW--ADJ. llu.L rlJJIDEit . The latter had stated that the British HayY 
during t his year would haTe its hands ao full in the Inglish ho111t waters 
and in the Mediterranean that it would not be able to send eTen a single 
ship to the Far Ea.st. General-Admiral R..EDEH had described the U .s • 
submarines as so bad that Japan need not bother about them at all. 

IJATSUQU. r eplied ;:::rraediately tha~ the Japanese Na-yy had a Tery l ow 
es t imate of the threat fr·"m the Brit ish Na-yy ; it also held the Tiew that 
in case of a clash with th.;: .t.merican Na-yy it would be able to smash the 
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latter without trouble. It was afraid, howeTer, that the t\mltrioans ·--·•oul.d not take up the battle wit h their fleet; thus the contliot with 
the tiusad states might perhaps be dragged out to tiTe years. This 
possibility caused considerable worry in Japan. 

' The RAM replied that .i.meri'ca could not do anything against Japan 
in the ease ot the capture ot 31.JJgapore. Perhaps tor this reuon alone, 
ROOSIVELT wo\lld think twioe betore deciding on aot1w measures against 
Japan. 7or while, on one hand, he could not aohieYe anything againn 
Japan, on the other hand o there was the probability ot losing the 
lhilippines to Japan J tor the American President, ot oourae, this would 
mean a oonaiderable loss of prestige and, beoauae of inadequate re&l'IDll­
ment, he would ha Te nothing to ottset suoh a loss . 

In this connection, A&l.T~U~ pointed ou1J, he waa doing nerything 
to reassure the »lglish about. Singapore. He acte4 aa it Japan had no 
intention at all regarding this key position ot ltlgland in the Jiii.at. 
Therefore it might be possible that his attitu4e toward the British 
would appear to be friendly in words and in acts. Jloweq.r Germaey 
should not be deceind by t hato lie assumed this attitude, not only in 
order to reassure the Britisho but also in order to tool the pro-British 
and Pro-£merican elements until one day he would auddenly open the attaok 
on Singapare . 

The ~declared that o in his opinion, Je.pan•a declaration. ot war on 
JEngland should take the torm of an attack an Singapore. 

In this oonnection, Jli1AT.;)UOK.l atated, his taotioa were baaed on the 
certain aasWJ;>tion that the sudden attack against Singapore WO\lld unite 
tJie entire Japanese nation with one blow. (!rnothing succeeds like suc­
cess.• the ~ remarked . ) He toll owed here the example ot the words 
ot a famous Japanese statesman, addressed to the Japanese NaTy at the 
O\ltbreak ot the Russo-Japanese war• •you open tire, thdn the nation 
will be united•. The Japanese need to be shaken up to awaken. After 
all, as an C~ient¥, he belieTed in fate which would oome, whether you 
wanted it · or not. 

Later on, the discussion turned to the question ot the transportation 
ot rubber. The R.W asked Matsuoka to see what the possibility was ot 
transportation by one or two Japanese auxiliary cruisers to Lisbon or to 
France. 

Matsuoka replied that , imned.iately after the stepa taken by ~ssa­
dor Ott in connection with the ruhber question, he had interceded in 
taTor ot Japan deliTering certain quantities to Germmy trom her own 
rubber stocks., and later on DBlcing up the resulting deficit in rubber 
tram Dido-China. 

_, 
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The &At.1 pointed out i n this connection that conmunioation Tia 

Siberian railway was insuff icient and that, moreoTer , 18,000 tons ot 
French rubber from Indo-Chiqa would be deliTered to Japan through 
German intenention . He here asked about the size ot the auxiliary 
cruisers possibl~ to be used for the transportation ot the rubber. 
Matsuoka, who atated that he was not precisely informed, estillllted the 
si7.e ot 1o•ooo tons . 

Then the ~. referring to the discussion with Reich Minister l'Unk, 
turned the conTersation to the future trade relationship between Japan 
and Germany. lie amplified here the idea that trade between the big 
economic areas of the f uture , i.e . , JD.trope and Atrica on one hand and 
the Far East on the other0 DUBt deTelop on a comparatiTely tree basis, 
whereas the ~rican Hemisphere , at any rate as tar as the united States 
was ooncerned , would reimin self-sutficient, as she had eTerythir..g that 
she needed in her own territory, and, therefore, did not coma 1.nto ques­
tion in connection with exchanges with. other economic areas. In South 
.\merica , ho11'8Ter 0 things were different. Here exchange poP-sibili ties 
with other economic areas actually presented themselT.ea. 

Matsuoka replied that she needed cooperation with G9rmany tor her 
own reconstruction alld for the deTelopmant ot China. He had alrea4J' 
some time ago giTen written instructions to the '8panese n\issions in 
China to grant preferential treatnien~ ·to German and Itali~ economic 
interests, similar to what was already carried out in Manohukuo and North 
China. Japan was not in a position to deTelop the extensiT.e areas in 
China without the assistance of Genmn technical science and German 
enterprise . outwardly she will 0 ot course, declare the open door 
policy, in actual !act 0 howeTer 0 she will concede preferential treat­
ment to Gel'ID!ley and Italy. 1 

He muat moreoTer admit openly that Japanese business cirolea teared 
their German competitorso wham they considered as Te17 competent, whereas 
they were only am..tsed a t British and .&merican canpetit- "'.'&e German 
business circles had JlllCh the same opinion about the .Japanese, which 
resulted in complaints tran both sides. He Wa.s, lao,,.-...r, ot the opinion 
that the intJrests ot both sides could be brought into harmony and told 
.Japanese industry not to be afraid of German oompetition but rather to 
attempt t_o solT.e the problem by equal efficiency. In any case, the 
Japanese GoTernment would do eTerything in order to equalbe the 
interests ot both sides. 

• ••••••••• 
l'ollowing this, retsuoka once again turned the oonTersat1on to 

Japaneae-RUssian relations. He pointed out that he had proposed a 
Non-Aggression Pact to the Russians , to which Molotoy had replied 
wUh a proposal ot a neutrality agreemant . Theretore, during his stay 
in Mosoow, he Ill18t adopt t he attitude ot haTing been the one to make 
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the original non-aggression proposal . He also wan~ed to take this 
opportunity to try to induoe the aiasiana to torego the Northern halt 
ot the Sakhalien Peninsula . There were important oil resources there, 
against the exploitation of which the Russians. wre maki.Dg nery con­
ceivable ditticulty. Matsuoka estinllted the total muiDllDl quantity 
which could be obtained from these oil resources at 2 million tons. 
Be would JJ&ke an otter to the Ruasiana to acquire North Sakhalien bf 
purchase. 

To a question by the RAM whether the lb.taaiana woul4 be prepared to 
sell these territories , Matsuoka replied that this we.a highly doubttul, 
Jl>lotOT had asked the J'apaneae Ambassador, on a suggestion to this 
a.tfect 0 whether •this was supposed to be a 'oke•. Japan w.a in any 
case prepared to JIBke other agreemen-s aa the equivalent ot the Ports­
mouth am J>ekillg Treaties and also to give up her tiahi.Dg rights. In 
any case he would have to take up these mtters and, abOTe all, the 
question ot the Non-aggression Pact chLring his stay at Moscow. He 
asked the RAM whether he should deal with these questiona very deeply or 
only just touch on the~. 

The lW4 replied that he was ot the opinion that these points would 
be dealt with only in a purely f ornel way and would not be gone into. 
deeply. The question mentioned by UATSUOKA regar4iDg Sakhalien could 
be settled even later, Should the J\tssiana tollow a stupid policy and 
compel Germany to strike , he would, in view ot the temper ot the Japan ... 
"'1:'lrq in China 0 consider it right if this. army wre prevented tram acting 
against RUssia. Japan was helpi.ng the joint issue best it she did not 
allowbarself' to be diverted by anything from the action agai.nst 
Singapore. With a joint victory, the fulfilment ot the atoramentioned 
desires would in any case fall into the lap of"' Japan as a ripe fruit to 
a large extent, • 

~~ 
JJAT.SUOKA then introduced the subject of German assistance in the I ' 1 

blow against Singapore, a subject which had been broached t 'o him frequently, 
and mentionec:! the proposal of a GeI'm&:n written p~mise ot assistance. 

The R61ri replied that he had alre'ady discussed these questions with 
Ambassador CA.'3li1* . He had asked him •to procure maps ot SiDBapore 1n 
order that the FU&lRER - who probably JJl.18t be considered the greatest 
expert on military questions at the present time - could advise Japan 
on the best method of attack against Singapore. German experts on 
aerial warfare, too, would be at her disposal; they could draw up a 
report, based on their lir\U'Opean experiences, tor the Japanese on the 
use of dive-bombers from airfields in the vicinity again.st the British 
tleet in Singapore. Thus the British tleet would be forced to disappear 
tromSingapore im:llediately. 

I 
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JJ.t.TSUOK.\ re!nlrked that Japan waa leas concerned with the British 
fleet than wi th the capture ot ~he fortif i cations. 

The ~ replied that here 0 t oo0 the FUJillRBR had devoloped new 
methods tor the German attacks on strongly tortitied positions, auoh 
as the Maginot Line and Fort Eben 1Dmel0 111hich he could make available 
to the Japanese o 

lJATSUOKA replied in this connection that some ot the you.nger, expert 
Japanese Naval otf icers o l'lbo were close friends ot his, were ot the 
opinion that the Japanese naval forces would need three months until 
they could capture Singapore . As a cautious Foreign Minister, he had 
doubled this estimateo He believ.ed he could stave ott any danger which 
threat ened from .America tor s ix months . tt , howev.er, the capture ot 
Singapore required atill roore time and it the operations even dragged 
out tor a year0 t he s i t uation wit h Ameri ca would become extremely critical 
and he did not know as yet how to meet ito 

tt at all avoidable0 he would not touch the Netherlands last Indies, 
since he was afraid t hat in t he event ot a Japanese attack on this area 
the oilfields would be set on f i re. They could be brought into operation 
again only after l or 2 years. 

The at.14 added that Japan would gain decisive control over the 
Netherlands Jaat Indies si.nl.1lt aneously with the capture ot Singapore. 

uatsuoka then further mentioned that the desire tor airbaaea in 
French Indo-China an~ Thailand had been divulged by Japanese otticer 
circleso He had, however 0 denied this , as he in no way wished to under­
take anything wh i ch could in any way disclose Japanese intentions re­
garding Singaporeo 

Finally the ~ once more r everted to the question ot Germally'a 
help to Japano Perhaps s ometh ing could be done also here. Japan ha4, 
howevero to ~ear in mind thato in this war, the heaviest burden .... waa 

I 

resting on. Germany• a shoulders o The Reich was. fighting against \he 
British Isles and was tying up t he British Mediterranean J'lee,. Japan, 
on the other hand 0 was fi£Piting only (>n the surface. &pa.rt from. that, 
Russia's main weight lay on the JD.iropean sideo These tacts the gallant 
Japanese Nation would certainly acknowledge. 

?Ja.tsuoka finally agreed to this point ot view and gave an aasuranoe 
that Japan would always be a loyal ally 111ho would devote herself 
entirely, and not just in a luke"arm way , to the joint ettort . 

{Berlin . 31 March 1941.) 

-
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III. (Photostatic cy in Doc. Rm) 

I, GERARD SIIA:SF1~R , being first duly sworn on oath, 
depose and say : 

l. That I r-<.! S!1j .• :, f of t he Docu.r-.e> ri -': ·~.1;~ 0~1 !)i vi sion of 
the Office of \.h8 l':J.J 1.cd Ste ·::~ l \.·~ J.~-: •:.-: ~ , {,~ (_:: ·;;l, !'1'...trnber g, 
Germany, and as su·.:h have ro=-~~~;~l.~. :i ~ ·~ ;: l 11-:y an~ control 
of true and accurate phot o.;te:ttic cop .L.~S "J°Z a car·tain original 
captured enemy document. That said photustatic copies have 
been nurabered 1877- PS by said Documentation Division. 

2 . That said above refer~ed to original document was 
captured and obtained by militP.rY fo :a."c ~s nnc:er the collll?land 
of the Supreme Commander, Allied Expedi tio11ary Forces, from 
the German Foreign Office Files and Archives. 

3. That said or:!.g inal captured enemy document after 
its seizure was retained by the United states Aruy Document 
Center at tiarburg, Germany, and such above mentioned photo­
static copies were delivered to, f iled , numbered and proces­
sed by the Documentation Division of said Cffice of the 
United States Chief of Counsel at Hurnber g , Germany, in the 
manner set forth and desc~ibed i n det.ai l by me in a certain 
affidavit made by me and dated the 15th of April 1946 
captioned, "Affidavit Concerning the Capture, Processing 
and Preservation of German Documents", and Vlhich said 
affidavit I hereby verify, r atify and affirm and ~ake a 
part of the herein affidavit by referenc.:e. 

4. That t he document to \'lhich this affidavit is 
attached is a true und cor rect pho·::.o.5ta·~~ . ..; copy of said 
original captured. enem!' c.!ocu111ent above rel'e1~red to. 

5. That said a bove referred to ori~inal captured 
enemy cl.ocur.ient is , to the best of rJy knov1ledge and belief, 
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being held and retained by the United States Army Doctunent 
Center Sub-Section in charge of captured Ge:-m::-"1 foreign 
office papers and now located in Be1·J.in , Ge:cmal'.Y , !or 
inspection by various authorlzed age~cies, and that a 
photostatic co!)Y of said or i g!.ne.l ir, hereby furnished and 
certified to becP.u~e of t~'~ 1.~ l'l.1,:u 1 l ? ~))J i ty of said origina1 
document for t~P. r'?a : ·~ns ~Leve set f o.r -+:.ii.. 

/ •. I 
- ~.1 · -

::~:::1 ..... ! )?~~~:?I"-
: ·' ·· ;... "!. ~: ·~~ •G :. rt:;:' 

SUBSCRIBED AND S'tWr.N TO before me t !1is 16 ch d:iy of April 1946. 

Ls/ !_ot.D. Jf ,_Au~htnc}q1U!, 
John \'f n , u ::01 ' ~. nc loss 

0 - 2()j 2J.. 52 
Cnpt ., J ILGD . 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/ac254d/



Doc. No . 527 

AF'fIDAVIT -
1, Paul o. Schmidt, being first duly sworn on oath, depose 
and say: 

1, That from 1Q23 to t he collapse of the German 
Heich in l!ay 19'1.J , I w.~. s C:hie~ L~t ~n::retel" for the German 
Forei gn Offic e ~ a ,:d us ::n·~ ( :h war. ;:, ~- :-.v:» : f'~~y pr esent and 
acted as interp.'e'v'?.r a . H1 '·:ir ~~t" r ·-? .. ·,.:: .. y ·.·:~ E'.J ~- ~.r.iportant 
Foreign Office and o l.'~e:r cc n:(·.-n r r! : ~f:. ~·::. ~,; .. ·~~ Curman Govern­
ment l eaders and r epr esentative& of :L o:i. .:.:~e r. governments. 

2. That i n ad~ition to being Chief I nterpreter for 
the German ~oreign Office as aforesaid! I was also after 
the year 1939 the Head of the Secretar at General of the 
German Foreign Off ice and that my latest government rank 
was that of a r ~nister in the German Foreign Office. 

3. That while acting as interpreter and/or secretary 
at such meetings above refer::i.'ed to, it v1as my official 
duty to and I did take notes concerning the conversations 
that toolt place , and at the conclusion of each such meeting, 
I prepared from such notes a complete and detai led record 
of what was said and transpi::i.·ed at such meetings. 

4, That the r ecords prepared by me became the 
official German Government records of what was said and 
transpired at such meetings. That one copy of the record 
Vias filed Vii th the !.li nisters Off.ice s e~t~.014 of the German 
Foreign Office, which off ice act ec1 in the cr.pacity of 
secretary to said Foreign Ot'f:lc~:~ . That another copy of 
the record of each of such neE>°'. l n.gs was fi] ed with the 
Private Secretariat of the Ge:-:i.i~ :-• .1. .... ~n~~it;:.1 lri !lister. That 
a third copy of t he record of aa~h of ~·-' ...... h meetings Vias 
retained by me . 

5. That said meetings concern1ng •:1i.1ich I made a 
record as aforesaid, were of hi:»f.0:..•ic:i.l i r.1portance and 
that such records were also p1•e.p~-red by me for the express 
purpose of roai ntaining and p:re.;erving a r ecord of such 
meetings for historical pur poses. 
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6i That the d6bumertt attached hereto is a true and 
correct photostat;ic copy of the original record, pr epared poreona:·: 
by me 1n the nanner herein set forth and concerning a con­
ference held on 1Iarch 29th 1941 in Berlin between the 
Reichminister for Foreign Affairs and the Japanese Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Matsuoka. 

7. That I personally attended and acted as interpreter 
and/or secre"ta:oy at t.!J.e conference l ast aC:)Va mentioned and 
that the r eco'.".'d p!' ·~pa .L·ed by me , and of v:!lich the attached 
document is a p~.v·';".l~ta-:lc copy 1 ! s a ·~ r1.le and accurate 
account of what wa~ ::>e.i,i al'!cl t)'C)1.1 •• :,~J :·.:r~d. a t said conference. 

8. That I ha··1e been ad·1.i.s~d M:6. &.~ aw~re of the fact 
that the herein affidavit and t he cocrnuP.Ht attached hereto 
may be used in connection with the prosecution of Japanese 
War Criminals a.nd nake t his affidavit freely and voluntarily 
and vi i tll knowledge of the above facts. 

subscribed and sworn to before me at Nurnburg, Germany, 
this third day of May 1946. 

Isl Smith i.:1 . Brookhart, Jr., 
__ ..... 1 __ t 4_J2o+. , rr-n ____ _ 

s :JI·1.:i w v BHOO.tiliART, JR. , 
LT c 01c1!E:,1 !GD 

o- 508524 
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