
CONVENTION (II) RESPECTING THE LIMITATION OF THE EMPLOYMENT 
OF FORCE FOR THE RECOVERY OF CONTRACT DEBTS 

ARTICLE 1 

The Contracting Powers agree not to have recourse to armed force for the recovery of 
contract debts claimed from the Government of one country by the Government of 
another country as being due to its nationals.  

This undertaking is, however, not applicable when the debtor State refuses or neglects 
to reply to an offer of arbitration, or, after accepting the offer, prevents any compromis 
from being agreed on, or, after the arbitration, fails to submit to the award.  

ARTICLE 2 

It is further agreed that the arbitration mentioned in paragraph 2 of the foregoing 
Article shall be subject to the procedure laid down in Part IV, Chapter III, of The 
Hague Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes. The award 
shall determine, except where otherwise agreed between the parties, the validity of the 
claim, the amount of the debt, and the time and mode of payment.  

ARTICLE 3 

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as possible.  

The ratifications shall be deposited at The Hague.  

The first deposit of ratifications shall be recorded in a proces-verbal signed by the 
Representatives of the Powers taking part therein and by the Netherland Minister for 
Foreign Affairs.  

The subsequent deposits of ratifications shall be made by means of a written 
notification addressed to the Netherland Government and accompanied by the instrument 
of ratification.  

A duly certified copy of the proces-verbal relative to the first deposit of ratifications, 
of the notifications mentioned in the preceding paragraph, as well as of the instruments of 
ratification, shall be sent immediately by the Netherland Government, through the 
diplomatic channel, to the Powers invited to the Second Peace Conference, as well as to 
the other Powers which have adhered to the Convention. In the cases contemplated in the 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/af0649/



preceding paragraph, the said Government shall inform them at the same time of the date 
on which it received the notification.  

ARTICLE 4 

Non-Signatory Powers may adhere to the present Convention.  

The Power which desires to adhere notifies its intention in writing to the Netherland 
Government, forwarding to it the act of adhesion, which shall be deposited in the archives 
of the said Government.  

The said Government shall forward immediately to all the other Powers invited to the 
Second Peace Conference a duly certified copy of the notification, as well as of the act of 
adhesion, mentioning the date on which it received the notification.  

ARTICLE 5 

The present Convention shall come into force, in the case of the Powers which were a 
party to the first deposit of ratifications, sixty days after the date of the proces-verbal of 
this deposit, in the case of the Powers which ratify subsequently or which adhere, sixty 
days after the notification of their ratification or of their adhesion has been received by 
the Netherland Government.  

ARTICLE 6 

In the event of one of the Contracting Powers wishing to denounce the present 
Convention, the denunciation shall be notified in writing to the Netherland Government, 
which shall immediately communicate a duly certified copy of the notification to all the 
other Powers, informing them at the same time of the date on which it was received.  

The denunciation shall only have effect in regard to the notifying Power, and one 
year after the notification has reached the Netherland Government.  

ARTICLE 7 

A register kept by the Netherland Ministry for Foreign Affairs shall give the date of 
the deposit of ratifications made in virtue of Article 3, paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the 
date on which the notifications of adhesion (Article 4, paragraph 2) or of denunciation 
(Article 6, paragraph 1 ) were received.  
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Each Contracting Power is entitled to have access to this register and to be supplied 
with duly certified extracts from it.  

In faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have appended their signatures to the present 
Convention.  

Done at The Hague, the 18th October, 1907, in a single copy, which shall remain 
deposited in the archives of the Netherland Government, and duly certified copies of 
which shall be sent to the Contracting Powers through the diplomatic channel.  
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