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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES _COMMISSION,

COMMITTEE IIT,

JAR CRIKES L/T REPORTING,

" Notes by the Sceretary of ComrdttecIII.

+ The, Judge -\dvocate Goneral's Departmont hos sent to the Resecarch
Office of the Unitcd Nations Wer Crimcs :Corrxission the transeript of the
first threc doys of the Lilncburg trial ond promiscd to send cop:.es of the
transcript from tinc to timc,

I have been studying the transeript so for rcecived, .It contains a

. arcat dcal of informntion which noturally has not been reported in the daily

prcss, It is particularly questions of international lawr and of procedurc
shich are of great intercst to mermbers of the Cormission ond to the Netional
Offices whioh have becn dealt with cven in the beginning stoge of the trial,’
without being reported in the press.  The copying and‘Roncoing of the whole
transcript does not scen to be technically possible, but on the other hond
it would not be cdequate if. this volucble infom..t:.on rceanined only in the .
rn.lcs of the Cormission,

I thercforc proposc that a revort on the Balscn trial (ond simla.r

rcports on othor triols to be conducted in the futurc, incluci tricls
which vill takc place before the Intcrnational h:.l:.tﬁ "'r:.'bunali should be
issued by Cormittec ILI for the informotion of the Can.ssmn and the
National Offices.

In cesc this proposal should be agrcecble to Committee IIT, I should
preperc, as & sample for this kind of rcporting, a rcport on the Belsen
tricl or on that part of it, thc transcript of which will be availablc at
the time, In this rcoort I proposc to deal neinly with the legel questions
involved, lecaving the fact finding aspeet to a later date,

In order to illustratc the kind of rcporting I proposc, which, in ry

vicw, falls within the jurisdiction of Committec III, I would like to point ,

out that very intcresting discussions and incidental dccislons of the court -
have token place, c.g. with regerd ‘to Regulation 8, Pnragroph 2 of the

"Regulations for the Trial of Wer Criminals" mede ‘by Royel Warrant on the

14th Junc 1945 (scc Doc.C,131) whici: rcads as follews:

" Wherg there is cvidence that a war cerime has beén the result of
concerted action upon the part of a unit or group of men, then
cvidence given upon any charge rclating to that erimc ogainst any
nember of such unit or group nay be received as prinma facic
cvidence of the responsibility of cach rember of that unit or
group for the crim. . '

This rcgulation haz been amended by Royd. Warrant, c»..tcd Lth jugust
1924-5, by the addition of the follewing provision:

" In any such casc 21l or any merbers of any .Juch unit or group nay be
charged and tried jointly in respeet of any such var crime and no
application by any of thonm to be tried scparately shall be allowed
by the Court. "
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Jinother interesting legal point reiscd in the initial stage of the
Lincburg 'trial was thc question of the “jurisdiction of.-thc court, ,
particulerly thc fact that Great Britoin has assumcd jurisdiction on

‘behelf of all the other allicd nations whosc nationcls heve beon tho !
victims of the crimes committed in'Belscn and fuschwitz.

+With regard to this, thc public.prosccutor hzs stated, intor alis,
that Britain has accepted the responsibility of that trial with the
concurrcnce of the United Nations War Crines Cormission on vhich all those
nationalities arc represcnted and observers-have becn invited from each
of the countrics who hod nationals in these carps,
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