
Imperial Ordinance relating to the 
Organization of the Minifttry of Foreign Affairs. 

Article l. 

Doc. 182 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall control affairs relating 
to the conduct of polit i cal affairs concerning foreign countri~s, 
to the protection of Japanese commercial affairs in foreign countries 
and to JapC\.Deae subjects reBiding in foreign countries, and direct 
and Bup~rvise Japanese Diplomatic and Consular Officers. 

Th~ Minister of roreig11 A!'f a irs eh!Ul di r ect end supervise the 
Ja'9Aneee Ambassador Extraor dtnary 'Uld Plflni pot t>ntiar y to Manchoukuo 
in r egard t o those Affc.irs of ·&he Kt~antw1e BurPaU which pertain to 
Axtarnal matters. 

Article 2. 

The SecrPtariat of the Minister of Yoreign Affairs ehall , in 
ad~ ition to the affairs mentionod in the Genernl Rules concerning the 
Organization of the Ministries, take charge of affairP concerning 
foreign Diplonmtic and Consular Offic ers stationed in Japan, the con­
f erment of Orders on foreign nationals, the custody of instruments 
of treaties and conventions, thP transl ation of documents, and the 
examinat i on in general of administrative matter~ under the jurisdic­
tion of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Article 3. 

The regular number of the full- t imA Senior Secretaries of the 
Mi nistry of Foreign Affairs shall be 27. 

Article 4. 

There sh.all be instituted in the Ministry of ForP.ign Aff airs the 
following six Bureaus: 

Eaat Asiatic Bureau 
European and Asiatic Bureau 
American Bureau 
South ~eas Bureau 
Commercial Bureau 
Bureau of TreatiAs and ConventionR 

Article 5. 

The Enst Asiatic Bureau shall take charge of diplomatic affairs 
concerning Manchoukuo, China , P.ongkon~ and Amoy. 

I •. 
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Article 6 (Third) 

The South Seas Bu~e~u P~all take char ge of c i pl omatic aff airs 
concerning Thailand, the Philippine IP.lands, Inda-China, ~urma, 
Malaya , No rth Borneo, the !ast IndiPa, Aus t r al ia , New Zeal a nd, t he 
other Oceanic i slands and the Antarctic region . 

Article 7. 

The Commerci~ l ~urea~ sh~ll truce char ge of affa irs concerning 
commerce end n£> 9'i {;Ptlon. 

Article 8. 

The Bur eau of Treaties &!lt'. Co:wer. ~ i ~nr- shal, t "ke ch<l.rge of affairs 
relAtin~ to treat; i es and cou1·eitt;1on'3 fi C.1.1 to l!ll~tt "'r" concerning external 
la~s and regulations . 

l.r~ icle 9 . 
Delehd. 

i.r t!.cle 10 • 
. Dej, et eci . 

Article 11.. 

There shall be i.nstitut ed in the Miniotr~r of Foreign Affairs a 
Division of InvestigAtion Shd DocumPnta tion to t a.~e charge of affPirs 
conc Prnin~ investigation, end the 8rrPn~emont and pr eserv8ti on of data, 
relating to matters under the jurisdiction of the MiniPtry of F~reign 
.\ffa ira ; and also concernin~ information. 

There ehall be a Director of the Bur oau of Inv0sti~aticn and Docu­
mentation. He shall be of 11 ChoY.unin" rank. Ho shPl l , under the in~truc­
tions of the Minister of Forei gn Affairs, takt:' chargP. of \he affairs of 
the Division . 

Article 11 (Second) . 

~here shall be inst i tutPd in the Ministry of Fore i gn Affairs 11 
full-timP Secretary-InvestigPt ora. They shAll be of "Sonin" rank. 
"'hey shall , under the inFtructions of t ht:'ir supPriore . tal<:F charge of 
invE\stigation. 

Article 12 . 

~here shAll be inst itu ed i n the Ministr y of For eign . .\.ff~i rs 57 
full-time Foreign AffAirs Junior s~crPtari ~s and ~3 full- time Foreign 
Aff PirA Cl ('rk-Secretaries. They ~hRll bf> of "Sonin" rank. They shall , 
under thP inPtructions of their sup~rior . , tAk• charge of r outine affairs. 



., 

There ahal::.. ·1~ :.: : .: ·: : T .ii.r·:l '•=-• •.n.' t~rn~ctry o f Foreip.n -~ffaire eight 
full-ti tnE' $~c~e1iar~·- 1~:Af1 •a, :~ ;,,: 1 ·r, , r'-\,'"!.V ,,;:t_!.l 'ue ()f 11 Sonin 11 rMk. ';hey 
shall, under tht> ~. :-:1l.t'-.:ct.ic ·1c ~f· !' r.'; .Ll' sune::.· :.o ~o , t flke cha r ge of the 
trAnsl fl tion of docum~ntr. 

.\r tic.le 14. 

There f;hP.11 be inotitui;ed in tht;) Ministry of Foreign .ti'fair s 15 
f ull-timP CodP SecrP.tPriPs,. ':'hey Fhall b ('> of 11 Sonin11 r ank. They shall, 
unde~ the inPtruct io~R of thPlr aupf r iors , take charge of matters con­
cerning telegraphic co6e~ . 

There shall be inei,i ;.u',f'd in the Mtr.istr y of Foreign Affairs two 
t ull-timP Secretary-Comvil ..,;.f" . :'hny shPl1 b e of 11 Sonin" r ank. They 
shal l , under tile instruction& "f thPir su)Priora, t P.ke char ge of the 
compilation of de.t a ccncur.a.i!'lg facts of di.p l ornPtic hbtor y . 

Art:'.cle 15. 

Ther e shall be inr tituted in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs four 
full-time Secr et a ry-':'c•chnicians . They Al:all be of 11 Sonin 11 rank. They 
shall , under the ir..stroc"t i ons of the!r 3u9E"riore , take cM.re;e of t echni­
cal JM.ttern . 

Ar~icle 16. 

ThP rPgul~r member of full-time For e i gn .\ffa irB Clerks shal' b e 206. 

AI tijle l? , 

~here shall be inctitut ~d in the Ministry of ~oreign Affair~ three 
full-ti:ne Cl er k-Tr anslPtora. They ~hall be of "Hannin 11 rank. They shall, 
a t the direction of their su~eriors , en~e.ge in the translation of docu­
ments and in inter pretation . 

Art icl e 17 (SPcond) 

There shall b P inrtitu~ed in thP Mini s try of Forei gn Affairs 26 
full-time Co clP Clerks. 'l'hpy tthall be of 11 P.rumin" r ank. They shall , at 
thP direction of their oupr•riorr , engage in affa irs concerning tel egraphic 
code A . 

Article 18 •· 

There shall be instituted in th~ Ministry of Foreign Affai r s 19 f u l l­
time ClP.rk-Technicians . They shall b e of 11 Hannin11 rank. They shall , at 
tho ~irection of thPir aup0 riore , engage in t el ~graphic, a r chitPctural 
~nd other technica l affairs . 

Sup;)l emi>ntary Provi eiona . 
The p r esent Ordin~nce shall come into force on the date of its 

p r omu'lge.t ion. 
I her eby CP.rtify tha t this is the accur~te a nd exact translat ion of the 
JapAnPee Ori~inal a ttached her Pto . /e/ K. Otabe 

K. OTAB!' 
Chief of Tr ansl a tion SPction, Centr a l Liaison Office. 



Ther e shal: ·•h.: : · : ~·:·:t .l~r-:l 'L::-. 1,!l,) l·~rn~rtry of For eitm .~ffaire ei ght 
f ull-ti tnE' S0c~e1ia r·: · - 1~:·;.. •! .,:, ;:1 ;,.;- 1 r,, ·r'"l,:.v ,,(:1!1 ·Je of 11 Sonin 11 r Mk. : hey 
shall, uncler tht> :.':':! I 1~.:..c t.i c• 1c. ~:- t}~r;u au·oe>:..· ~.O ::'O , t Hke char ge of the 
trAnsl Htion of docw~~nl~. 

.\.rtic.l e 14 . 

There i::hP.ll b~ i notitu-ced in th~ Minis t ry of For e i P.n .;!fairs 15 
full-t i mP CodP SecrP.tPrif's ,. ':hey f"hall be of 11 Sonin11 r ank. They shall, 
und e~ the inPtruc t ion~ of thP1r AUpfr iors , take char ge of matt ers con­
cer ning t el egraphic co6e~ . 

There shall be i ne i,i ;: u~, E>d in the Mlr.is~ry of For ei gn .-\.ffairs two 
tull-timP Secret a ry- Com:p i 1 :~~ F Th "Y ah Pl 1 be of "Son in" r ank. They 
shall , und er til" instruction& " f thPir su_)Prio rn, t P.kE' charge of the 
compilation of de.t a. conc ur n.i!1g facts of di.pl ornP.tic hhtory. 

Art:'.cle 15 . 

Ther e shall be inetitutE>d in the Mini s try of Foreign Affairs four 
full- time Secretary-~'<!chnic ians . Th ey Ar.all be of 11 Sonin 11 r ank. They 
shall , under the ir.s t;-uc tions of the~r 3u9~riore, take clv\rge of t ~chni­
cal mRttarA. 

.-\r t i cl e 16 . 

ThP r PgulPr member of f ul l-time For ei gn \ffa irB Clerks shal' be 206. 

Ar t i .:l e 17 , 

~here shall be ine ti tut ~d in t he Minis try of ~oreign Affair~ thr ee 
full-ti:ne Cl er k- TranslPt or a. They shall be of 11 F.annin" rank. They shall , 
at tho direction of their su~eriore , enRage in the transla tion of docu­
ment s and in i nterpretat i on . 

Ar t icl e 17 (SPcond) 

Ther e shall bP inr titu .. Gd in thP Mini s try of For ei &n Affairs 26 
full-ti me Co0P Clerks . '11hey shall bP of 11 P.nnnin11 r ank. They shall , at 
thP direction of their sup~riorr , engage in affairs concerning t el egraphic 
codeR, 

Articl e 18 ; 

There shall be instituted in the Mini s try of For eign Affairs 19 ful l­
time Cl P.r k-Technicians . They shall be of 11 Pannin11 rank. They shall , at 
th0 ~irection of thPir sup0 riorP, engage in tol ~graphic, archit~ctural 
~nd other t echnica l eff a irs. 

Sup ;)l emf>n t ary Provis i one . 
The pr esent Or dinance shal l come into force on the da te of its 

pr omu1f:a.tion. 
I her eby CP.rtify that this ie the accurat e and exact transla tion of the 
JapruiPse Ori~inal a ttach ed herPto . / s / K. Ot abe 

K. OTAB:!' 
Chief of Tr ansl a tion SPction, Centr al Li aison Office . 



There aha).:;. ·n~ :. ::~ :· :t.i~r- d 'L:-, •,:i .~ t~1r1~ctry of Forei{!Il Affaire eight 
full-timP S~c!'eliar:·· '~:•;., •a. :~ i,.: t ·r, , 'r'-\ ,;,y r,r'.J.l:t ·.-,e Qf 11 $onin11 rnn1':. -:'hey 
shal l, under tht> ~.!". ::? I r..:.ct.~-~ · L t: ~:· 7-r. r: u· suner~.o :-o , tflke char gf' of the 
t rAnsl 8t ion of docua~nLr. 

.\rtic.l e 14. 

Ther e RhRll b~ inotitu~ed in th~ Ministry of Foreign . .\ffai rs 15 
full-t i mP CodP SecrP.tP.riPs.. ':hey Fhall b{'> of 11 Sonin 11 rank. They shall, 
unde~ t he inPtructio~R of t hPl r RUpfriors , t ake charge of mat ters con­
cerning telegraphic co6e~ . 

_·.rt-:dc L ('.J.,,cond) . 

Ther e shall be in!'~i ;. u',Fd in the Mtr.is~ry of Forei gn Affairs t wo 
t ull- t i mP Secretary-Compi1. ":;. P 1'hoy l\hPl1 b e of 11 Soni n11 r ank. They 
shal l , under thr inetru~tionr. " f thPir SU) Priors , t .o..kf' char ge of the 
compilation of da t a concertd.:1g facts of dipl ome.t i c hhtor y. 

Art:'..cle 15 . 

Ther e shall b e inetitutf'd in t he Ministry of For ei gn Affairs four 
full-t i me Secr et ary-':'c!chnicjans . They Ar.all be of "Soni n" r ank. They 
shal l, under the i r.struc"iiions of the! r 3u9Prior e , take cM.r ge of t echni­
cal 1M.tter a . 

Article 16. 

ThP r Pgul "'r member of ful l-time For ei gn .\ffa irR Cl erks shal l be 206 . 

AI ti .;le 1?. 

~here shall be inrtitut~d in the Ministr y of ~oreign Affair~ t hr ee 
full-ti:ne Clerk-TranslPtors~ They shall be of "Hannin" rank. They shall, 
At the dir ection of their su~eriore , enRage in t he t r anslation of docu­
ments and in inter9retati on . 

Articl e 17 (SPcond) 

There shal l be inrt i tu•ed in thP Mi nist ry of For ei gn Affairs 26 
full-time Co0P Cl erks . '!'hey shall be of "1-!annin" rank. They shall, a t 
the di r ection of their aupnriorr , cngAge i n affairs concerning t el egr aphic 

Art icl e 18 ,· 

Ther e shal l be i nstitut ed in the Ministr y of For ei gn Af fairs 19 f ull­
time ClP.rk- Technicians . They shal l be of 11 Pa.nni n" rank. They shall , a t 
th0 ~i rection of th~ir sup"'riorP, engage i n tel~graphic , archit ectural 
~nd other technical affairs . 

Sup;)l emPntar y Provisions . 
The pr esent OrdinAnce shall come i nto force on t he date of i t e 

pr omu1ge.tion . 
I her eby c P.rt i f y that thi s i e the accur Ate and exact t ransl at i on of the 
J ap1U1Pee Ori e inal a t tached her eto. /e/ K. Ot abe 

K. OTAB? 
Chi ef of Tr ansl a tion Section , Central Lia ison Offic e. 


