ILITARY TRIBULAL FOR 9% °AR

“ ’5'- a 1
"4, Visahuro

18 NinAala, Nisab 4  reside in Tokyo. I have
boen connected with the Sourh Secas Isldnds for manv Tears
having gome to Truir Island in 1916 as »n eMoloree of thre

-

3euth 8eas Trading Vompany, In 1926 1 tranaferred to Jalau
Island vrepe T stayed until 1957. As vice=-chief of t™e branch
office L again returned to 'ruk where L remained until Spring
of 19359 when 4 returned to Tokwvo.

In Bentember, 1941, I again vent to lPalau as chief of the

office. In August, 1942, I Lecame chief of the busines:

office at Ambon vhere I remained until January, 1944, at which
time I returned to Janan.
We 4 went to Truk in 1916, I found the “eadquarters of
the South Sea T3land Defwnsn“'"lth 2 certain number of armed
versonnel. Around 1913 or 1919 all of thre forgces wore withdrau .
drawn and from that tiie u» o 1926, vhen I left, and also
from 1957 to 19359, during which tine I mesided aziin on the
same 1icland, there were no armed nersomiel, military in-
st.llations or fortifications,

During my days on ralu from 1926 to 1933, a
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naval officer., was thire an’ ' {th this ercentirn there were
no military nersonnel or military installations of any kind.
in "1941 ,vhen 1 returned to Palau, there were still no
military installations, Air travel was limited to sea planes
operated by the NIP20H Air Wavingation Company. ‘ivan at the
outbreak of war, the islund apneored vholly defenssless, caus-
ing us great anxiet; that disaster might lie in wake of this
unprevaredness, After commencement of war some naval
aircraft and naval nersonnel came to the island but no fixed
military installations were constructed until ausust of 1942,
Counsel has shown me affiriavits or statements taken from
various natives ontthe south Sea ILslands, which, I was told,werc
used in thls Court to prove the construction of military ine
stallations. Decause of my long association with thzae
peonles I can truthfully say they, on the whole, wserec possessed

of poor mental faculties, Most of them are unabls to tall
their oge and even those educated in oublie sghools under
ths South 8ea Soard could count only such simple numbers as
were necassary for daily life, Further, I did not find them
trust-worthy, they would lie on the slight«st nrovocation or
from mere exnedicence.

On this 20 day of ukay 1947

DEZONNITT  LUKAYWA, Misaburo (seal)
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horeby certify that the above stotement

was sworn DLy the Deponent, who affixed his slgnature and seal

‘horato 1n the prescnce of this ‘itnuss,

On the sams date

ONO Saichiro (scal)

. e .

\.i'."._-'

40 @accoraance with my conscience I swer to toll

' N

ruth withholding mnothing and adding nothing.
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