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REVIE\·,' A!ID RECmf'ElUln.TI ONS 

I , TRIAL :lb~ ; Tho a ccused 'f(.l.s t rfod Rt Dnchau , Gar mcmy , during t he 

P('r i od 20-31 October 1947 , 'bofor o e. c;., ndr a l Y. ilit'lry Government Cour t . 

II. CPAhGE:J .-..ID PARTICULAnS: 

QHARGIJ I: Vi ol a tion of t he lllwe !\nd Ue~ea of \far . 

Pertioul~rs: In thPt Ludwi g FISC"'::ER , I\ Ger man n · tior.al, d.id , 
at or 1n t he v iciLity of We i ir.'\r, G,ir many, in or ~.bout Jeco:nber 
1944, wroflbfully encoura~o , e.id , P.b 1t and p · rticip " t e i n the 
killing of an unkn~o,m non- uvr m'\n nation~! , an inr:f'.te of nuohen­
wald Concentr ation Ca.up , who w".e thf'n in thu cust?dy of the then 
.,or mar. lte ich. 

CHARGE II: Vi ol · tioo of the Lawe n.nd Ue'\p:ee of ihr . 

Po.rticuJ.a.rs: In tha t Lurl~rig FISCHER, a Gdrr:.nn n?i.ti')na.l, d i d , 
at or in the vicini t y of "e im~r , Ger many, in or <1.bout April 
1945 , wronbfully encourage , ~id , ab~ t a nd p<\rticip~te in the 
killing of appr oxi m?. toly f ive non-U£'r mao netionalo , inm~ tee 
of ihlcher.wald Concentr~tion Camp , who ,.,or e t h t>n in the custody 
of the then Ger man Re i ch: the ~xc.c t namas and number s of such 
pursons be i ng unknown. 

III . ) ."1.TA AS TO ACCUSED: 

Ludwi t; FISCHER 

This accused was acquitted ( R 136) . 

IV. SU:.~....RY OF EVIDE:·TCE: One witness t estified tha t the ~ccused w<i.s e. 

block le~der 1n tho ifordb.ger, a par t of Ohrdruf , a eubc..imp of 3uchdnwald 

Concen t r a tion Camp (R 9 , 10 , 16r 23); and th~ t in September 1944, the 

aocueod struck OfiO French ~nd one Polish inma t e with a shovel h~~dle , 

o~ueing the ir deaths (!, 10-13, 20) . Four witnos s oe, t estifie d tha t in 

April 1945 , th0 accused wa.s n dog le~dar on an inmate e1~cuation m<i.r ch 

froi;, Concentra tion c~.mp ..)uchem.rald to Conce ntr a tion Camp Fl ossenburg 

(R 27 t 28 f 29 , 53 , 68 , 80) . Tho for egoing witnesses , evucueee on the 

s a id m~rch, further t estified that the ~ccused set a dog upon inc~tea 
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who\• r o too Wt)ak to wnlk (., 33 , 54 , 69 , 80) . Ono of thu forol•oing wit -

nuaeoe toetii'iud that during tho m:u-ch tho nccueed shot ~n inm~to who 

Wl\8 nttompting t o hide in'\ ditch c~ 33) . Tho oth~r thr.o witn~ea~a 

teetifiod tb'\t on various occnail)nt durin& the m~rch the aocueod eh?t 

inm" t oe who woro t oo weak to W'\lk (R 54 1 70 , 71 , 80) . 

The nccusod t ae t if i ad th'l t '\lthough ho W'\B at". t i onod in :Buchenwald 

Conoentr~tion Camp , ho wse aasignod to fl. mot1>rizod bat t o.lion , helpod 

train recruits , and did ch'lrgo of qu~rtare nnd train control duty. lie 

doniod any connoction with the inm'\t ee nnd ~lso dunied boating and killing 

them (R 89-91) . lie further t estified th~t e om~timo in August or Septomber 

1944, he \·~s trr>.nsferrt>d to Kurm'\rk , a t r oop tr'\ining st~ tion l l)C'\t od in 

tho vicinity of } r enkfurt-on-the- Odur, '\nd that he novor r e turned to 

Concontration C'imp Duchenwald (R 90 , 91, 96) . Aftor vq,rioue s esignmonte 

in tho e~me vicinity~ he l oft Kurmark in Fobruary 1945 , ~nd w~e finally 

eont into combat in the vicinit y of Ingolet~dt and c'\pturdd by Am~ricr.n , 

troops in early M"l.y 1945 (rl 92 1 93) . Ho doni ad bo ing on the inmr:i t e f•v'\c­

uation m~rch from Buchenwald to Floeeenburg (h 95) . Four witnesses , 

for~er mllmbers of the motorized ba ttnlion 1.n Buchonw~ld Concentr a tion 

Oamp , testifiod that the accused woe n memb~r of the battalion ~nd W'\s 

transforred t o Kurmark sometime in August 1944 (R 107
1 

108 , 110 , 113, 

115) . A fifth witness t '1s tifidd he w9.s 'f•ith the accused in the tre.in-

i ne, oonter et Kurmark f r om September to November 1944 (R 104) . A sixth 
I 

witness , a.ccusad's fiancee , t estified that t he a ccused l eft We ims.r in 

A~ot 1944 , and that she r eceivod l etters from him through the r egular 

mail , postm~rked ~t Kurmark , from SQptember 1944 t o Febr UAry 1945 (R 118-

12li D..JJxs 1A-23A.) . In April 1945 , the aocus od was 1n Er:z:herg (R 123 , 

124 ; D...Exs 25.1\., 26A) . 

Tho Oourt apparent l y concluded froo the av~dence ~dduced tha t the 

accused sufficiently proved an alibi and co\li.d not b~vo committed the 

atrooitioe a ttributed to him ~t the pl~ces and at the times ch~rged. 

V. JU~lSD_IC!:'.IONt 

It is clear that the Oourt h~d jurisdiction of tho purson of the 



nccueod r. nd of t ho a ubj uo t r:r t ter . 

VI• CONCWSIOUS : 

I t ie r ooomc:ondod that tho roo~rd of tri~l bo filod in the roo~rda 

of this of fioo e.nd that a copy of this Roviow nnd Rooommond'\tiona bo f or-

wnrded to tho Judge Advocato , Europ~'\n Command, f or hi• inf ormation. 

RONALD DAnAMIO 
2nd Lt Inf · 
Pos t Tri~l Branch 

R~vill8 examined tho r eoor d of tria l , I concur , this ____ ~~~-~~-

day of ___________ l 948 . 
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C. E . STRAIGHT 
Lieutenan t C0l onel , JAGD 

Deputy Judge Advoc!\te 
f or W'\r Cr 1.r.10s 
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