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Proceedings of the. Talks Between Minister TOYODA 
and Ambas sador Grew Concerning the Entry of 
Forces into I"rench I ndo··China on July 2~ 

l· The hliT'.:.s ·.; c:r f'i.:·8 t ~o:;l<od t l:l a Ambassador if he reported 
to his governrr.o~;; :>•1 C. r:..: ,.. :~ i: 1'0,~ ~ d'=' ~~~ witli ~.n detail lastnight, 
and Ambassador G ..-. r. :1 ro-~:.:i 'l •J ·:;1· r. ::,~ 1::.f"o •. ~ 'Ln r:i t he' had ••tele­
graphed the v1~c- 1~ t~"' t · or · y0'.11: mv.norend 'Al11 11

• 

2. 'l'hen t i::.3 ~ . .! . . ~ ·:. ; 1. 6 :.~ ·~ i; k :.d , 11:·:s; r0 1 yo u riade any efforts 
to exert some (,f· ye '....r .i.r.::: l -...~r . .;~ l)',J.:Jn :y0 ur go·1ernment in this 
respect?" To th:!.R t:.~ A11b?.:;'~'.idor 1·e,pl tec1 . "I S;l!ll very sorry th~t 
the situation h~ ;i be::or!e ~-oo s ;~.r:i.ot::J J y str ai:-1€:d to a llow any · 
individual influence to comp1•c1r1i sa thu meP.. sur·es tqken bY. . 
America; now all is ~ut of my hands ." Sayi !'lg that the Minister 
should have been informed by the report of Ambassador Nomura, 
Ambassador Grew read out the full text of the copy of a tele­
gr~m concerning the talks at the interview between Ambassador 
Nomura and Mr• Welles, the Under Secretary of State on July 23. 

-: 4 - T"o l;he question of the Minister as to whether there was 
any room f or consultation about the measures taken by tho 
American Government with r~g~rd to the arr a~gement which the 
Japane8e Government h~d Qdopted towsrd. French Indo•Chlna, the 
Aabase~~~r ~epli~d as f ollows : 

"Under the present situation, there seems to be no room 
for it. America has offered a , oriod of time in which · Japan 
might arrange accord:t.ng to the principle of free trade and econo­
mical equality snci mtlke soma orientation of internal public . 
opinion fo~ that purpose . This proposal of America should have 
been, at the same ti~e, useful for Japan too. As such is the 
situ"ltion, I should like to ask you whether there is no r oom to 
refrain from the recent occupation by the J 'lpanese forces." 

To this the ldinist·er ins tantly and definitel y r eplied, " No". 

3. Then the Minister r el ated that the r ecent ·adv.11nce of 
Japanes e forces into Southern French Indo- China was, as ex­
plained in detail lastnight, nothing but an unavoidable meqsure 
forced upon Japan for the maintenanc e of petlce in the Pacific in 
consideration of the eir0ums tances strengthening the Ant 1-
Japanese enveloping ~ampaign and implied no other intention. 

To this Ambassqdor Grew replied that he could not help 
regretting . the difforence of opinion with regard to the so-called 
anti-Japanese envelope,ue~1t the M1n1 ::i ter referred to. Though 
Ameri_ca..llad firml y held i~he po.1-icy of "no threqt" towl;\rd Japan, 
sh' coul..dn' t hel p bnt f !')e). that , in view of the att itude which . 
had hitherto been t aken qy th~ j .qp1J.n~se Government , Japan was 
pr eparing for ,q so uthv:qr <'l ~dv'ince pol i cy .qt the s 'lCrifice of 
other countries in oqch cas0 • 

.. . 
So the ~iinist;er r ap0atedly emphasized th11 t there were mis­

understaqdings in this i•eg,q~·d on the s i de of America. Ambassador 
Grew, howeve~, peroistentl~ ~apeqted t ha t \merica had no choice 
than to reso1•t to Ii iic t s 1.md f tlc l.,8 ' ' c;is the standpoint from which 
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h. Then the Minister referred to the substqnce of the copv 
or the telegram which .\mbassador Grew h11s just read ~md re­
vealed his views on the matter in det ':\il, qsking the Ambassador's 
expl anation on the following points . 

(a) ~ccording to tha view of Under Secretary Welles, 
the recent measures t aken by J~pqn towqrd French Indo-China 
seemed as if taken under th3 pr<3ss ure of Nazi Germ'lny. This, 
however, is a fi:llse view abs olutely contrary to the f11cts. 
Japan qdooted the recent me~~mre s '.iS the result of pe!.:lceful 
agreement· between the Goys1"m1l--T'.': s of Jap'ln qnd Fr!mce for the 
defence of French Indo~Cirl.:1~ < .\~nbassador Grew decl'lred an this 
point th'lt he was very gl'ld to he-:.r the Minister make this ex­
pl'lnation i:lnd th'lt he would repo1·t on this point by wire to his 
home government without f1111.) Frankly, French Indo-China • 
authorities themselves are so anxious that they c~nnot be sure 
that French Indo-Chin'l in the future would not follow the same 
course as Syria. · 

(b) Under SeCTetary Welles regarded the recent advance 
of Japanese forces into Souther~ French Indo- China decisively 
as it: it implied the intention of making it 11n iadvance base for 
another ~raa. This ls also an absoluto misunderstanding. As 
I stat~d repeqtedly, the aim of our r ecent me9sures is nothing 
but the maintenance · of peP.C3 in the Pacific gnd implies no 
false intention. I feel the utmost rer,ret that ~merica took : 
such measures as the recent ones in s~ite of the s incere desire 
of the Japane·se Government not to provoke such ones on the part 
of 'merica . 

(c) Th~ statement of Under Secrei11ry Welles contains 
the term 11 no. basis for continuing! etc" " as Secretary of Stat~ 
Hull' s words. Does it mean the c 1 ~1ing of the talks which qre 
now in progress concerning the r&a~Justment of the diplomqtic 
relations between Jap~n and \merica? (To this Ambassador Grew 
repl1e9 that although he h~d not suf f !cient knowledge .abo ut 
the contents of this. tqlk and w9s not in a position to say 
anything on th~s matter, it can b3· construed, according ~o his 
merely pr! v~t.e. opinto11,:· 11s not to h 11va meant the cl osln~ of the 
talk, be9~u:fo ~t ~~n.t..!Jl41~ ~,f;t_e term ·11 u:lgble to see, etc. In 
short, notning ;can 'b3 ~al~ '!io'"Nlr- bas. the telegram is concerned .. ) 

• • • 1-: • • • • " f: . • ' • • . 

The Minister then ~~~el:rthe" .. i\mba~s~dor to . d1sci~~e his un­
reserved pr! vate opinions on this talk U?\d&r ·t11cit agr.eement · ·· 
as being off- tho-rocord , \Vhich the Ambassador r efu·sed· to' a·o on 
the !)retext that he knew nothing about t .ho m~tter. · ~ ~ 

The pqrt of the telegrgm which the Minister ref~rred to · 
reads as follows: 11 ?Ar. Hull 'lHH~ unabl e to . see that any basis 
was offer~d for ccnti~u1ng the talks which \dmiral Nomura and 
Mr. Hull .h'ld been · conducting . 11 

· . . 5. The Minister . stqted that he s incere l y regretted · ~o see 
\merican-Japanese diplom11tic r el ations r eaching the recent stqge 
within a week after the form~t1on of the new cgbinet in Japqn. 
This was utterly to be attributed to the misunderst~nding by 
A.mer ica of the true int~ntion of the Jap9nf3se Government . Con­
sidering its firm desire to check such 11· result, the Imperial 
J~panes~ - Government deeply regretted to see it• 

To this ~mbass'ld~r GreY1 repl.ie.d that he had r egr etted 
seeing public opinion 1~ Japan emphas izing only ~meriean .~i~undul'­

· st~nding of Japan' s real intention ~nd the newspgpers reporting 
merely on discussion~ among l eading circle~ in all quarters In 
J apan to blame · the so-cslled misunderst'lnding on the part of 

' 
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America with some degree of unwillingness to report on the real 
policy of t\me ri9a.. . H~ was very gl11d to know th11t the recent 
entry of J!lpanese forces · into French·· ·Indo.:Ch1na was, accordj.pg 
to · what the Minister hf.ld just expressed , nothing but a peaceful 

· advance. He had · deeply deplored that !\me.ricll had been forced :•· 
to ta~e the. 1'!3.c.e~t . me':lsure~ against Japan. He heartily hoped 
that the relations ·between the two c~untr.ies would not·. become 
worse than ever. 

6• The Minister st11ted th~t he was afraid that the 
American-Japanese r el ations would ·race t he unhappiest stage in 
case more irrit.11ting me-asµres against Japan should be taken by 
the American Governme.nt.· · He wished espec i 11lly t-o emphasi.ze 
this point • . Fr.11).'lkly, the Jap11nese ' Goverrunent .had made every 
effort to suppress the .unplegsant feeling cherished ~y its · . 
nation at the enforcement of 11id to the Chiang Regime by tha 
American Government. But it would fall into a more difficult 
stage if the situation should become worse than ever. 

. . 
To this Ambassador Grew replied that in this regard the 

situation had -been just the s11me in America. In spite of the 
daily intensifying pressure of public opinion demanding the 
Government to take more rigorous measures aga~nst Japan, such 
as the anti-Japanese petroloum embargo , the American Government 
had not yet gone so f ar as to carry out the petroleum embargo. 
In this r egard the public in Japan had not been given any know­
ledge of the re11l facts concernin~ the Americ an policy or her 
true intention of aiming to keep friendly r elationa with Japan. 
The Ambassador, however , h~d been optimistic regarding the im­
provement of American- Japanese relatlons . At the time of the 
YONAI Cabinet, he held strictly confidential talks in camera 
with Foreign Minister Arita to improva the diplomatic relations 
between the two count~tes . This talk, however, met with f ailure 
on the ve ry eve of its closing as the Cabinet unfortunately 
clashed. This time there occurred the recent entry of the 
Japan3se forces into French Indo.:.China to·o , whe n the · conversa­
tion on the r ead jus·tment of ~mer ican- J10ipan'.3 ::Je diplomatic 
relations was going on. He could not help denouncing it as 
contrary to the whole spirit. of the conversation. But he did 
not necessarily regard it as doing aw9y with hope for the 
future . He wished to be r elied upon as he would do his best 
in this regqrd. · 

7. The Minister r elated that he was sorry to see the recent 
stage , · considering especially that it w~s immediately after his 
assumption of the post of Fore i gn Mini ster . He wished to .11sk 
the Ambassador for his cooperation with the Minister's effort to 
do his best • . To this ~bassador Grew replied that he ·wished 
as well not to give up hope for the future despite the present 
situation. 

The interview was closed with the promise of Ambassador 
Grew to send a report on today's talks by wire to his home 
government. 
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D•t• Doite ·•••· '"' 
' . .. 

CBRTIPIQ~TE OF SOURCE AID A17l'BENTICITY 

. ! 

. ·I, HAYASHI Kaoru~ who ·occupy ·the post ot Chier ot 

Arohlvee Section ot the j9panaso Fop.el~ ortice, hereby oertity 
1 . 

document hereto att·ached, written in Jspanese, consisting or 
.. . . . . 

nine pages and entitlod "The Procoedings ·or the Talks Between 

Minister Toyoda and Ambassador Grew ·concerning the En~ry ~t 

Forces 1.nto French ~nd<?-Ch1n9 on J~ly 26tt, is 11n exact and 

authorized ex~erpt trom an official document in ·the custody 

ot Japanese Government Foreign Ottice • 

. 
cort1t1ed ,t Tokyo, 

on this 27th dgy ot May, 1947 

, H.\YJ\SHI Kgoru 

fseal) 

I hereby certify that .the above signgture and seal were 

att~ed hereto in the presence of the Witnoas. 

at the same plac~ 

on this sgms dgte 

Witness: UR.\BE Katsuma· 

(°seal) 
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