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IPS DOC • . NO. 3348 

qENERAI HEADQUART. ~S . 
SUPRE om COMM! NDER FOR. Tl 'E ALLIE..D POWERS 

· Legal Section . 
a 1d 

Internatiotal Prosacu ~ion s~ction 

In the matter of operations of t he 
Japanese Eight~ Submarine &1uadron, 
including Ja~anese Submarira I-8~ 
in th'e Indian Ocean in 194:.-44, par­
ticularly from February 1944 to July 
1944 ·while :'.dmiral Shigetaro SHIMADA 
was· Chief of Naval General Staff and 
Navv' Minister · 

AFFIDAVIT 

1. I,- Susumu SAKAI, being duly swoim upon oath, make 
the following statement. I , am 39 years of ag~. My residence 
is Zushi, and I am Area Labor Chief and interpreter for British 
Commonwealth Occupation Forces · at Tokyo. I had over 15. ·years 
service a.s an Officer in the ,Imperial Japanese Navy and held . 
the rank of Commander. I was Starr Officer for Communications, 
Eii~th Submarine Squadron from May 1943 until February ·1945 • . 

.' I was .concurrently Intelllgence Officer. I graduated from the 
Naval P.cademy in 1932. As a midshipman I served. on several 
Japanese ~ruisers and made a voyage to Europe i~ 1933 aboard the 
Yi\KUMOA. I was· graduated in 1937· from the Naval Communications 
S~hool at Yokosuka. I then serv~d in the China service. Early 
in 1941 I was appointed to the Fifth Submarin~ Squadron (Statt 
Communi~ations). In January 1942 the Fifth Submarine Squadron 
•stabli8hftd h~odquarters dt Yenang •1th the f61G1bandiftg' otticer 
Rear r~miral Marqui~ Takashige DAIGO. Penang had been a merchan• 
marine base ·and we set up our headquarters in the Runnymede Hotel 
and our submarines made use of the dock and harbor facilities. 
The Squadron i""ad six submarines at that time. and its mission· 
was to break tl"e allied sup ply lines to India.. In the beiin- ·· 
ning of rpril 1942 the Fifth Squadron was recalled to Sase~o 
in order to take part in the Midway operation. At Penang the 
Fifth Squadron was replaced by the Second Submarine S<uadrpn 
under Rear ~~miral Hisashi LCHIOKA. From July 1942 until May 
1943 I was on duty in China. 

2. In Vay 1943,"I was appointed Staff Officer (Cpmmuni­
cations) of the Eighth §ubmarin~ S~adrbrt based11at Penang. 
This squadr.on had been formed in Japan at the outbreak or 
~he w~r. In November 1'42· it took part in the sea attack · 
on Sidney, Australia. In January 1943, it took part in the 
sea attaBk .on DIEGO SUf.REZ in northern Madagascar. The Eighth 
Submarine Squadron then r eturned to Japan for repairs. ,'t.fter 
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repairs had been completed, the Eighth Squadron was dispatched 
to Penang where it was based until it was uisbanded 1n February 
194S. At thAt time I became SEnior Off'icer or the Fitteent~ 
Naval Garrison Base at Penang and was promoted to the rank of 
Commander. On 23 August 1945, I Rent aboard the British Bettle~ 
ship H.M.s • . NELSON as a representative or Rear Admiral Jisaku 
UOZUl!I1' met ~.~miral \ff.LKER and arranged to hand over the 
base or P~nang to the Britlsh. Penang surrendered on 3 s~pt 
194~t and Britis~ M~ rines landed and took over the base. 

3. The Eighth Submarine Squadron ·had a total of 14 
submarines ~1th it during the time it was based at Pfnang. 
These subaw.rines were as follows: I-8, I-10, I - 26 I-27, 
I-29, I-34, I-37, I-39, I-1~5, I-166, Ro-110, Ro-lil,"Ro-113, 
and Ro.-11~. · . ·· . 

, . 4. The submarine I-811ls about 1800 tons, 80 meters in 
lehg~~J could stay out on patrol for eight weeks, and. carried 
i 90.;.a.eaent ot 9 otticers ahd some 60 men. Tbe I-8 and tbe 
I-;a.o. ttere equipped to carey a 1eaplane µa*d to •eout porta 
and lnata11at1on•; and to recoanoitv •hip trattic lanes. . 

s. German submarines based at Penang during the time 
tb~t I w~s there . numbered 8 or 10, under the command of Frigatten~ 
Kapitan DOMP.ES. In the beiinning of their operations together, 
the Japanese and GE'rmans made a trea~y whereby the German 
submarines were to patrol west or 64 B. lo-.igitude and the 
Japanese submarines were to patrol east of .this llne. By 
t~e beginning of ·1944, however, there were no actual areas 
ot responsibility tor either German or Japanese submarines 
operating out of Penang. In Penang, Germans and Japanese 
mingled socially. While a submarine was in the harbor, 
Jaoanese were invited aboard G£rman submarines1 and the Germans 
were invited aboard the Japanese submarines. sometimes when 
a submarine was going on trial runs within Penang Harbor, tbe 
Germans would invite a few Japanese aboard it. However no 
Japanese ever went on a combat operation with a German su~marine, 
and ·no GFrmans went aboard a Japanese submarine during either 
a trial run or a combat operation. 

6. The mission of the Eighth SUbDll'rine Squadron was 
to reconnoiter the British Fleet and t~ cut the allied supply 
lines to India. The Germans cooperated with tbe Japanese in 
·cutting th~ supply lines. The Squadron operated under the 
JPnanese .Sixth Fleet. This was the submarine fleet. It was 
tirst based at Truk 1n the Pacitic. Sometime during the tirst 
halt ot 1944 it moved from Truk to Kure in Japan. Commanding 
Otticers ot !he Sixtr Fl£et included Vice Admiral TJJCAGI and 
Vice ".~miral Hisashi MITO. 
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·7. Orders an(l :i~·lstr.uc.tions to the. E1~h
0

th .. g, uad~ .. on were 
channeled . as ·tollowai: Orde·rs came ·from the Naval General 
Stt1tr 1n Tokyo· to .. th~ .. ~ixtl'r ·Fl.~et at Ttuk, :.rhese ·orders 
were. pas!Jed by th'e : S.ixth Fleet· to .. the .Eighth Submarine 
Squadron. In~truc~10ns, ~owe~~r~ came. directly ·trom ~aval 
General Staff' 1 To~yo, t.o the Eigi'1th Submarine Squadron 
because the S1x'th :'Fleet· did ·:not know exact o'lndition·s · In· 
the Indian· ·ooe~.n ai:id . b~·cause · di~ect communications w~re 
maintained between ~.ertain t>f'ftcers ot ·the Eighth s ·quadron 
~it~ the · Naval General Starr, TokyQ. . . 

i' . . 

: 8. Communic.ation~ ·between the Sixtti Fle·E't and · the 
Eighth Squadron and the Naval General Staff in fokyo were 
.by wirele.ss ·ror messages requiring· speed, and by ·air tor . 
documents. Information transmitted . fr~m the Eighth· Squa~ 
dron w~s sent to t~e Sixth . Fleet with a copy to Naval 
General Starr, Tokyo. · ·This inf orma ti on wes usuall'Y of .. 
three types: (1) . Movements of submarines 'of the Eighth 
~ruad~on; (2) Sinkings by th~se subm~rines ·and (3) Reconnai-

· ssance ~eports. . . · · · 
,. . . 

. .. · ~. ~s Stat! Offic€r (Communications) . my duties concern-
1ng the briefing ~f s~bmnrine p€rsonnel before a, patrryl were 
t~ give instructions t o .the Communications Officer . ~f the . 
su~marine and his oper,ato-r ·regarding .what frequency .. t~ ·use 

. on~:tneir radio . sets! what .time to tune ·in to our broadcast 
'. .. from Pe-nang, wh~t t me to call back to Penang (usually . 
· midnight) . ai:id ~hat signal .code t o use. Whenever a , suh~ 

· marine sank an enemy ship, .the submarine would send ~ mes­
sage beck, giving ~he time and locati?n of. the sinking, · . 

... whether .. the s~ip was a.lone or in c!'.>nvoy, ·and what course 
it ~ad ·been following. The · code which we used in messages 

' c~ncerning the sinking or an allied ship was a. fi~e-letter 
code. The first le.tter stood r~r tiine, the second tor lati­
tude, tbe . t~ird ro~ longitude, the fourth tor. single or .· 
~o~voyed ship, .and the fif'th for course; This .. m~ss~.ge wa·~ 
repe~ted quieldy t .hree times each · night bY., the -.submaJ;?irie : ,, 

· ~ntil Penang. noted r i: ce1pt ·in 1 ts nightly broadcast ·to .. th~ 
· submPrine. ~y duties upon· the return of the submerine ' · · 

·were t~ board ·1t as so~n. As - it entered· the harbor . and · ~ame 
sl-Qng~tde tt-e . T)ie~, and tp go . down 'int~ th·e: wireless room" 
and ebeck wi tt'I the communications p~rsoriilel on· the coriununfc.ations 
log e.nd equi "merit. All . off 1ci1tl · documents of the Eighth · · 
Submerine s·quadron we.re ta~en· to Toky'1 by . airplane when thE: . 

· Souadr"n was disbanded in ·February 1945 •. · · - · · · · 
-', .. : . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . ... .. ~ . . . 

. ~G. · The num~er of allied ships sunk by the submarines 
-:>t .tJ>e: E1.ghth Squ~dl'Qn while I"wa~ · with . it .. was ebo'µt · 40 · 

.. ships· . ... This total is slightly greater than the tote·1 or ships 
: ' SUnk .by the · Ger~n subm~rines that were based at Penang. 

· the patrols or each submarine, together with their co,mmand 
' ~rricers the allied vessis sunk by erch submnrine and 

other detAils ~r operations have been studied by me in 
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C'>mpliance wi-th requests by nllied officers, including 
Lt. George F. Getty III 7 t.rmy of the United Stat€s who 
inte~rogE'.tcd me at Singapore) Malaya, on :.pril 9, io, 11, 
12, 13 and 15'! 1946, and Lt. w. Salter, Royal Nav~l Volunteer 
R~s~rve, wr~ nter~ogated ~e at Tokyo on June 19, 1946. 
Roth officers were· on the staff of Legal Section, Ge.neral 
Headquarters; .,Sup·rE'me Command€r f or the Allied Powers. I 
statFd t o them informati::m contained in this statement, and 
the foll?wing information in regard t~ the .Submarine I-8. 

The I. J • N. Submarine :11 1-811 under Cr.:l ptain UCHINO, made 
a V?YAge to GcrmRny fr~m ·Japan and r eturned t o Singap".>re in 
December 1943. ~board at the ti~e of the r eturn ·trip were 
four G~r~ns, a Major R~inold and three technicinns. ·1n 
March 1944, the I-8 was ~ut ·under the command of Commander 
TAtsun~suke /.RIIZUMI. It mode a petrol ~rom March until May, 
1944, ~outh of Ceylon and nrar the Chagos Archipelago, and 
one shi-o was sunk. Three weeks were spent in Penang making 
repairs and in early: June · th.e I-8 age.in putt-:> sea and 
patr?lled untii e~rly t ugust. ~his patr~l was in the-same 
area as the first, and tw~ ships were sunk. In September 
1944, the I-8 sailed back t o Japan unde~ the command of 
Commander J\RIIZUHI. As f~r craracter, Captain UCHINO was 
a very quiE't and gentle man. Commender J~IIZUMI ~n the 
othE'r hand was very fierce and full 'of fighting spirit. He 
was also a very industrious and intelligent man. H€' fretted 
f".>r action. and disliked shore duty very much. I heard tha t 
before the war, as a staff officer of the Na'\d. General Staff, 
Commander 'RIIZllMI had the duty of selecting the sublll!lrines 
and submarine crews t o be used in the attack on. the Hawaiian 
Islands. His nickname among his Navy friends was "Gcngster," 
al though he ti ad· a rather b".>yish · face. · 

I ~ave referred above t~ the · fact th~t. the I-8 senk a 
shi~ ~n its Va~ch-Nay 1944 patrol and tw? ships· on its June­
~u~ust 1944 patr0l. I knew at the tim~ thP. t trese allied 
ships were sunk .but I did not l errn their nam€s a t tha t time. 
"11en I was interrogated by Lt. Getty as stat£d above, at 
.first I did n".>t know the names ~r the c.llied ships sunk. 
~1th ·the Aid ~r maps, ~he positions, courses and dates of 
sinking of s~ips, the are~, period and dura~ion of patrols 
of submarine·s of the Eighth .Submr.rine Squadron, the probable 
number of v~ssels sunk during each patrol of each submarine, 
and witti the help of Japanese Nava·l personnel at Singapore, 
we were able t'> .judge .the probable submPrines responsible 
for the various allied ves.sels sunk. On the bnsis -:>f the 
ftoregoing stuaiPs and c~nferenc€s, I am confident •hat the 
v~ssel which was sunk by the I-8 on its·March-May patrol was 
the TJISALAK.· I remember hearing Commander :.RIIZUMI speak of 

.... 

• 
' 
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sinking a sbip and ia·ter s·eeing a European woman in one or its 
li.feboats. By the same method or determining the 1dent1 ty 
~f. . the . s~ips sunk by the I-8, I am confident that one ot the 
twn ships sunk by the I-8 on its June-t.ugust patrol was the 
ss·· JEAN NICOLET~ On the date of that sinking (2 July 1944) 
thEf I-8 was the only Japan.ese submarine opera.ting in .the area 
where .the . NICOLET was s'Unk. In August 1944, the I-8 brought 

· 1n to P~nang two or three prisoners but I . am unable to 
remember their nationality. ·- The total number of .prisoners 
~f war br~ught int~ Penang by the submar~nes or the Eighth 
stUPdron during the .time I was with the unit was about five 
·or six persons. 

11. I~ regard t o the procedure of interrogeting these 
nrisoners of war from sunken vessels, the prisoners were first 
:i?)terr~gateti aboard the submarine af~er their capture. In the 
case of the I-10, the prisoners were turned ove~ t o Commander 
ARIIZUMI, w~~ · was at t~nt time Chief of Starr. Hf was interested 
in the situation at sea and ~e interr~gated these people himself. 
In the case ~r t~e prisoners taken by tbe I-8, Commander 

. ~RIIZUMI interr~gated these people at sea and used the infor­
mnti~n gainfd thereby at on~e. In both cases, the inf'orma­
f.inh gained from the prisoners was brought up by the subm?.rine 
commanders at the staff c~nrerence after the submarines bed 
return€d from patrol. Although I was the Squadron Intelligence 
O~ficer, I did not do the int~rr~gnting in both or these cases 
~f oris.,ners of t~e Eightr Subm~rine Squadron because Commander 
A,.qIIZUMI to~k c~mplete charge. ts these prisoners were 
usu~l~Y ship's ~rficers, it seemed that Commander /.RIIZUJII .had 
much use himself for their information. Commander i.RIIZUMI 
ma~e up the interrogation reports. and f orwarded them by air 
to the Navy 'Department. As he had many friends t~ere, he could 
do this sort of thing very easily. However, I became ~ry 
Angry witr him when he would not let me in on any of the 
inf~rmeti~n that he bad gathered. 

·1n. regar·d t ., mistreatment ':>f prisoners, l never heard of 
such ·mistre~tment while I was at Penang. I never knew of such 
charges until Lt. G~tty read t~ me statements by surviv':>rs of 
the SS TJISALAK an~ SS JEt N NICOLET. Perhaps the reason that 
I did not ~e~r such things wns that I did not associe.te much 
with the officers and crew of the submarines at Penang. I 
was a Staff Officer and therefore all my time was spent ashore. 
I h~d friends amongst th~ local Chinese people or Penank and 
spent most of !!lY off-duty hours with them. On the other hand, 
the submarine personnel had very few acquaintances amongst the 
town pen~le and spent their time in the J~panese restaurant 
~nd with the Japanese "comfort girls" in Penang. I have gone 
to tbis Ja~anese restaurant, but then ':>nly on the 0Clcas1ons of 
an offici~l ~inner. I hever went there alone. Thus4 I may 
have missed the talk about such terrible actions. I cen still 
har~lv believe t~at such things happened. 
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l~. In regard to ·protests . by the allied gpv£~runents 
concerning · ·submarine atrocities, two or three requests were · 
received ·dil"ectly ~·rorn .. the Navy Ministry in Toky~ .asking f or. 
any 1nformPt1on ab1'ut ·any submarines of . th'€ Eighth Submarine 
Squa1ron wrich might have been C'.mcerned in the slrikings Of 
tw~ neutral ~ips, but no reque~ts f~r investigati'Jns into 
the sinkings of Am~rican, British or Dutch ships which were 
the subjects of allied· pr,.,tests··were received by the Eighth 
$ubmarin~ Squadr'Jn. .· · · . · 

1j. I w~s with the Eighth Submarine ' Squ~dron f~r many 
months, Ahd it carried out many operations during that time; 
Theref~re 'Whe t informntion I have given cannot be exact but 

' only t o: the best of my memory. · 

. Ls/. S. Sakai . 
(Japanese signature) 

Tokyo, Japan. 

I qusumu S/JCAI, being duly . sworn on oath, state th~t . 
I ~ave read and fully understan1 the fo~egoing statement con­
sisting 0f five pages,- and that this statement ·is true and 
correct t o the best ·or my knowledge and belief. 

~ 
' . 

" 1 

.. ·· 

., 
.. : 

Lal s. Sa\<Jl=i-·,__ ___ _ 
1Japanese signature) 

Subscribed ·and sworn t o befor e me this 4th d~ ~f ·Januery, 1948 

.. 

.Isl '¥. Salter 
Lt. R.N.V.R. 
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